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SEBS^IOXS. 


SERMON  L 

The  Holy  Spirit  the  Comforter. 

JOHBT,  xiv.  16. 

Jud  IwiU  pra^  the  Father,  and  Be  shall  ghe  yon  mother 
Can^arter  that  Be  mayabide  with  you  for  ever,  even  the 
Spirit  of  Truth. 

AS  the  Coming  of  the  Messiah  was  (be  great 
fvovoae  of  the  OU  Testament,  so  the  Gift  of  the  Spirit  is 
the  gretit  promise  of  the  New.     Hence  the  Go^  is  called 
^the  ministration  of  the  Spirit;''  and  the  first  gift  which 
Christ  on  his  ascension  into  Heaven  bestowed  on  his  Church, 
was  the  Gift  of  the  Hdy  Ghost     There  are  many  ways  in 
which  this  Gift  may  be  profitably  contemplated.     I  shall  se- 
lect for  our  consideration  that  view  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which 
is  set  before  us  in  the  text.     He  is  there  represented  under 
the  title  and  character  of  the  Ckmforttr.     "  I  will  pray  the 
Father,  and  He  shall  give  you  another  Comforter,  even  the 
Spirit  of  Truth.''     In  three  other  places,  in  this  same  dis- 
eourse,  our  Lord  speaks  of  the  Spirit  by  the  same  Title. 
He  thrice  calls  him  "  The  Comforter.**     Hence  we  might 
justly  infer,  that  one  part  of  the  Spirit's  office  in  our  redemp- 
tion, is  to  comfort  them  that  mourn.     And  with  this  infer- 
ence the  whole  tenor  of  Scripture  agrees.     Whatever  peace, 
consulation,  or  joy  we  receive  is  expressly  described  to  be 
the  work  and  fruit  of  the  Spirit.     Do  we  abound  in  hope  i 
It  is  *♦  through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit.'*     Are  we  fill- 
VOJL.   Ik  3 
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ed  Hith  joy  ?  It  is  ^'  with  the  Holy  Ghost/'  Is  the  lo¥eof 
God  shed  abroad  in  our  liearts  ?  ^*  It  is  by  the  Holy  Ghost 
which  is  given  unto  us."  Indeed  the  importance  of  the 
Spirit  as  a  Comrorter*  may  ha  atron^y  proved  from  the 
lanj^age  of  our  Lord  to  his  Apostles  in  another  part  of  this 
discourse.  He  endeavors  to  reconcile  them  to  the  thoughts 
of  his  leaving  them,  by  the  assurance  that  it  was  for  their 
j^ood  that  he  left  them.  ^*  It  is  expedient  Jot  you  that  I  go 
aWay.^'  And  why  expedient?  Because  he  adds,  ^^If  I  go 
not  awavy  the  Comforter  will  not  come  unto  you  :  but  if  I 
depart  I  will  send  him  unto  you."*  The  Benefits  which 
they  would  derive  from  the  preaence  of  the  Comforter  witli 
tliemf  would  be  so  great,  as  not  only  to  compensate  for  the 
Ifiss  of  Christ's  pei'sonal  presence,  but  even  to  surpass  the 
benefits  which  tbey  would  receive  from  his  continuance  witli 
them.  Hitherto  Christ  himself  had  been  their  Comforter  : 
but  He  would  provide  them  with  another  Comforter^  who 
sflpild  do  even  more  than  supply  his  place. 

It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  discourse,  to  set  before  y#a 
a  plain  and  connected  statement  of  the  laay  in  which  the 
Holy  Spirit  discharges  this  part  of  his  great  office^  aad  be- 
comes oiir  Comforter. 

To  this  end  1  would  first  remind  you  of  the  nature  of 
that  Comfort  which  he  gives  :  what  it  is,  and  in  what  it 
consists. 

The  Comfort  which  He  gives,  partakes  of  the  nature  of 
Uim  who  gives  it  The  Gift  resembles  the  Giver.  He  is 
.  Dircine  person,  and  the  Comfort  which  he  gives  is  Divine. 
It  is  such  as  God  only  can  give :  a  comfort,  which  the 
world  can  neither  give,  nor  take  away.  The  Comforter  al- 
so is  a  Spiritf  and  thus  also  the  Comfort  which  He  gives  is 
spiritual.  It  is  seated  in  the  heart.  It  is  shed  abroad  in 
the  soul.  It  is  inward  and  invisible.  He  is  further,  tlie  Sptr- 
it  of  Truth.  Thus  the  Comfort  which  he  gives,  is  strictly 
agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  which  is  Truth  itself.  Again, 
He  is  the  Spirit  oj  Holiness.  So  the  Comfort  which  He  gives 
IS  holy  in  its  nature  and  tendency  :  it  as  found  only  in  com- 
pany with  holiness,  and  operates  in  making  and  keeping 
holy  those  who  partake  of  it.  In  othe^  words,  the  Com- 
fort ifliich   the  Holy   Spirit  gives,  is  a  real^  substantial. 

*  John,  X\i.  7, 
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beMrttdt  Comim*t  It  is  soeh  a  Comfort  m  Mtfaing  d«e 
eMi  give :  an  inward  Comfort,  which  nothing  outward  can 
dfistnqr  or  distnrb.  "  For  when  He  giveth  quietness,  who 
then  am  maice  troobk  ?"  It  is  sach  a  Comfort  as  is  felt  by 
a  mind  at  ipeace  with  God  and  with  itsdf.  It  is  such  a  Kvdy 
aatisfjittg  Combrt,  as  that  man  possesses,  who  can  truly 
use  these  words,  and  from  the  heart  can  say,  <  God  ki  my 
friead  and  fiitber.  He  is  reconciled  to  me,  and  at  peace 
ivitfc  ne.  He  will  proyide  for  me  and  protect  me.  AU 
my  coBcems  are  in  His  hands.  I  leave  myself  to  Him,  to 
do  wfiat  He  pleases  with  me,  assured  that  He  will  do  what  is 
best  for  new  I  am  ttiankftd  for  the  favors,  which  He  be- 
stows en  me.  I  am  contented  with  the  portion,  which  He 
aUows  me.  Whether  He  give  or  take  away,  I  am  resigned 
to  kis  wiH ;  for  I  know  that  He  careth  for  me,  and  wlH 
make  sll  things  work  together  for  my  good,  for  my  Itnal, 
averlastfttg  good :  the  good  of  my  soal,  my  salvation  through 
elera^^.'  It  need  hardly  be  asked,  whether  tbo  man,  who 
can  irwlj  ase  this  language,  is  not  a  liafqpy  man  i  Whether 
these  are  not  fedings  IMt  of  comfort :  whether  this  is  not  a 
state  of  mind,  in  which  trae  peace  and  blessedness  are,  if 
any  where,  to  be  found.  Such  however  is  the  state  of  mind, 
wUchthe  Spirit,  in  discharging  the  important  office  of  Com^ 
fbrter,  prodnces  and  maintains^ 

Now,  in  bringing  men  to  this  state,  the  first  step  is  to 
take  away  those  false  gronnds  of  comfort,  on  which  they 
nataratty  rest.  These  groanda  will  be  different  in  different 
persons.  Some  place  their  confidence  andl  seek  their  com- 
fort in  the  vtorUi  and  worldly  things.  Their  hearts  and 
their  treasare  are  here  on  earth.  If  their  affairs  prosper, 
and  their  cdm^  and  wine,  and  oil  increase ;  or,  if  they  can 
enjoy  themselves ;  and  having  much  goods  laid  up  for  many 
years,  can  take  timr  ease,  eat,  drink,  and  be  merry  ;  or  if 
they  can  he  admired  and  applaaded  by  their  fellow-creatures ; 
or  can  gratify  tlieir  ambilioua  desires  and  obtain  a  little  power 
amt  others ;  then  they  mne  satisfied  and  happy.  They  have  no 
k^^  ideas  of  comfiort,  than  what  these  things  can  yield. 
Thqr  desire  no  other  peace  or  joy,  than  what  is  to  be  found 
hi  Ihopnraait  or  the  possession  of  them.  Others,  there  are, 
utenot  bring  sa  entMly  devoted  to  this  world,  and  hnving 
tome  tiiott^ts  and  desires  about  the  worid  to  come,  have 
oOht  gvannds  of  comfort.  They  rest  in  tbo  thonghts  of  their 
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own  righteousness.  Their  comfort  is  that  they  are  morale 
or  honest,  or  sober*  and  better  than  others  :  or  that  they 
come  to  church,  and  know  the  Scriptures,  and  attend  to  re- 
ligious duties :  or  that  they  are  kind,  and  useful,  and  char- 
itable, and  by  their  good  works  commend  themselves  to 
God,  and  shall  surely  be  repaid  for  all  they  do  here,1iy 
heaven  hereafter.  These  are  the  thoughts  to  which  they 
fly  for  refuge ;  and  in  which  they  And  their  comfort  and 
delight  But  all  these  grounds  of  comfort  are  alike  false 
and  vain  ;  and  before  true  peace  can  be  obtained  and  felt, 
must  be  rembved.  Here  tlien,  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Com- 
forter, begins  his  gracious  work.  He  takes  away  these 
grounds  of  comfort.  And  how  does  He  take  them  away  ? 
By  secretly  convincing  the  soul  of  sin.  The  real  cause 
why  a  man  finds  comfort  in  these  things  is,  that  he  is  ig- 
norant of  his  own  true  state  and  character.  He  knows 
not  his  guilt  and  condemnation  as  a  sinner.  His  conscience 
is  wieep.  He  feels  not  his  sins.  He  sees  not  his  danger. 
But  let  his  conscience  be  once  awakened  :  let  his  eyes  be 
opened ;  and  the  case  will  be  greatly  altered.  None  of 
those  things,  on  which  he  has  hitherto  rested  with  compla- 
cency, will  any  longer  yield  him  the  comfort  which  they  ne- 
ed to  do.  Seeing  himself,  as  in  the  sight  of  God,  defiled 
and  stained  with  sin,  he  is  no  longer  satisfied  with  his  own 
goodness.  Instead  of  having  a  righteousness  of  his  own,  in 
which  he  may  stand  clothed  and  accepted  before  God,  he 
now  discovers  himself  to  be  naked  and  exposed  to  the  Di- 
vine wrath.  What  then  is  become  of  his  comfort  ?  The 
foundation  on  which  he  placed  it,  is  taken  away,  and  with 
it,  the  comfort  also  is  gone.  Having  no  more  confidence  in 
the  flesh,  he  is  uneasy  and  dis^atisfieil,  and  anxiously  looks 
around  for  something  else,  on  which  he  may  ground  his 
hopes  and  place  his  comfort  And  what  will  the  worid  and 
worldly  things  now  do  for  him  ?  Will  they  yield  him  satis- 
faction ?  Will  they  heal  the  wounded  spirit  ?  Alas !  mis- 
erable comforters  they  are  found  to  be.  Their  vanity  is 
seen  :  their  insufficiency  is  felt  The  pleasures,  the  profits, 
the  honors  of  the  world,  cannot  silence  the  voice  of  con- 
science ;  cannot  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  law ;  cannot 
appease  the  wrath  of  Ck>d.  And  what  comfort  then  can 
they  now  yield  to  the  soul,  which  at  length  perceives  its 
pwn  true  state,  and  dreads  the  judgment  to  which  it  stanrdk 
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exposed  ?  It  must  now  have  some  other  ground  of  peace  and 
hope,  than  what  this  Tain  unsatisfying  world  can  furnish. 
Thus  is  the  false  peace  broken.  Thus  does  the  Holy  Spirit 
begin  his  gracious  operation.  Like  a  skilful  physician,  He 
has  not  healed  the  wound  slightly  \  but  He  has  probed  it^ 
and  hdd  it  open  to  the  quick.  He  has  indeed  given  pain  ^ 
for  tbus  to  convince  a  man  of  his  sins,  and  to  deprive  him 
of  all  his  former  grounds  of  comfort,  is  indeed  a  painful  op* 
eration.  'R^t  it  baa  been  done  with  a  wise  and  with  a  mer- 
ciful design  :  it  has  been  done  with  a  view  of  leading  the 
soul  to  true  peace  and  solid  comfort.  Nor  has  the  Bless- 
ed Spirit  undertaken  more  than  He  is  able  to  accomplish. 
He  has  wounded^  but  He  can  also  heal.  He  has  broken 
but  He  can  also  bind  up.  He  has  caused  grief  ai^d  trouble^ 
but  He  can  also  restore  comfort  to  the  mourners.  And  by 
what  means  does  He  eflPect  this  part  of  his  heavenly  work  ? 
By  revealing  to  the  soul  the  only  real  foundation  of  peace 
and  comfort,  and  by  enabling  it  to  fix  and  to  build  upon  it ; 
^  and  this  foundation  is  Jesus  Christ.  For  other  foundation  ' 
can  no  man  lay  than  that  is  laid.''  Our  Saviour,  speaking  - 
of  the  Spirit  to  his  Apostles,  says,  that  ^  He  shall  take  of 
mine,  and  shall  shew  it  unto  you  :"  <<  He  shall  testify  of 
me  ^  and  it  is  by  thus  testifying  of  Him,  by  taking  of  the 
things  of  Christ,  and  shewing  them  to  men,  that  He  carries 
oa  his  oSce  of  *^  the  Comforter.''  Having  convinced  tlie 
soul  of  sin,  having  thus  taught  it  to  feel  its  guilt  and  dan- 
ger. He  now  leads  it  to  see  its  cure  and  remedy.  He  sets 
before  it  Christ  crucified  as  the  only  but  all-sufficient  sacri- 
fice for  sin.  He  bids  it  look  with  a  believing  hope,  to  this 
Almighty  Saviour,  for  the  removal  of  its  guilt,  and  the  re- 
covery of  its  peace.  He  points  Him  out  **  as  the  propitia- 
tion through  faith  in  his  blood,  whom  God  has  set  forth  for 
flie  remission  of  sins ;"  and  in  whom  alone  the  sinner  can 
find  pardon,  peace  and  hape.  Under  this  heavenly  teaching, 
new  light  breaks  in  upon  the  soul.  It  had  heard  before  of 
Jfsns  Christ :  perhaps  it  had  pn^essed  belief  in  his  name, 
and  had  even  rendered  to  him  a  formal  service ;  but  now,  it 
hia  fkr  other  and  clearer  views  of  Him.  It  discovers  in 
Km  a  suitableness,  which  it  never  saw  before.  It  sees'  that 
thesalnition  which  the  Gospel  ofiers,  is  a  salvation  exacliy 
fitted  to  its  wants.  With  the  Apostle  it  now  learns  to 
It  all  things  but  loss,  for  the  excellency  of  the  know- 
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ledge  of  Christ  Jfesus  tbe  Lord  ^  and  even  tobe  wUHsg'^to 
aufTer  tke  loss  of  all  things,  that  it  may  win  Christ  and  be 
found  in  him,  not  having  its  own  rigbteoosness  which  is  of 
the  law,  but  that  which  is  throagh  the  faith  of  Christ,  the 
Bighteousness  which  is  of  God  by  Caith/^*  80  great  is  the 
change,  which  has  been  wrought  in  the  soul,  since  tke  time 
that  it  trusted  in  its  own  righteonsness,  and  s«q^reaiely  valu- 
ed the  things  of  this  world. 

But  the  work  is  not  yet  complete*  False  grounds  of 
comfort  have  been  removed.  The  only  true  foundatien  has 
been  discovered.  An  anxious  desire  ot  being  built  en  it  has 
been  excited.  But  one  further  step  yet  remains ;  namely, 
achudly  to  buiM  on  it,  and  to  experience  the  comfort  which 
belongs  to  it.  Nor  does  the  Comforter  leave  this  work 
unfinished.  He  enables  the  soul  to  lay  hold  of,  and  to  ap- 
pn^ate  to  itself,  the  blessed  hopes  set  before  it  He  en* 
ables  the  soul  to  believe  on  Christ,  and  to  rely  on  Him  for 
thei.fulfiling  of  his  promises  to  itself.  In  the  course  of  this 
process,  there  may,  by  turns,  be  many  doubts  and  fears. 
Light  and  darkness  may  alternately  succeed.  But  hope  in 
the  end  prevails ;  faith  gains  g^round,  and  peace  is  thns 
gradoally  restored  to  the  soul :  a  peace  totally  unlike  that 
which  had  been  lost :  a  peace  which  passeth  all  understand- 
ing ;  the  legacy,  which  Christ  has  1^  to  hb  Church ;  and, 
as  we  have  seen,  the  work  and  fruit  of  the  Holy  Spirit  the 
Comforter. 

The  use  which  I  would  make  of  this  subject,  is  one  which 
the  subject  itself  naturally  suggests.  I  wouM  use  it  for  onr 
comfort.  Possibly  some  of  you  may  be  at  this  time  under  the 
leading  and  teaching  of  the  Spirit  of  Truth,  and  yet  may  be 
ignorant  that  you  are  so.  He  may  have  convinced  you  of  sin. 
By  his  secret  work  in  your  soul.  He  may  have  gradually 
brought  you  to  think  of  yourselves,  in  a  very  diffierent  way, 
firom  what  you  used  to  think.  An  impression,  of  which  per- 
haps you  can  give  no  clear  and  accurate  account,  has,  by  de- 
grees, been  made  upon  your  heart ;  and  the  effisct  has  bee« 
that  you  find  and  feel  yourself  to  be  a  ainner ;  and  such  a 
•inner  as  you  did  not  once  suspect  yoursdlf  t^  be.  Ma«y 
parts  of  your  conduct,  of  which  you  formerly  took  little  or 
no  account ;  nay,  on  which  peihaps  you  once  looked  with 

♦  Phil.  iii.  8,  9. 
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sattsCKtiiHi  wd  coiDplaoeiicj»  yoa  now  percctvie  to  hare 
siafiiL  You  ind  nucb  more  ib  be  reqnired  of  yoVf  thaa 
yott  formeriy  Mppoted.  Aad  th«8f  while  the  demMMie  a- 
gainsl  you  seem  daily  to  be  increasingt  the  wrath  ot  Ood^ 
aad  the  terrors  of  a  Jadgnent  to  comoy  appear  to  yoa  far 
more  serioos  thingsy  than  was  wont  to  be  the  case.  The 
coMeqaence  of  all  this  inward  experience  is,  that  yoa  are 
uneasy  and  distreised.  Yon  have  lost  yoar  peace  of  nund. 
Yonr  eomforC  is  gone.  Those  things,  which  osed  to  give 
yam  peace  and  comfort,  no  longer  give  you  any.  Perhaps 
you  even  peffceife,  that  the  very  trusting  in  them,  as  yoa 
used  to  do,  was  in  itself  a  sin.  You  therefore  feel  a  didike 
and  an  abhorrence  of  them  ;  and  wonder  thai  yon  could  ev» 
er  ftnd  pleasare  or  comfort  in  them.  In  the  mean  whik, 
your  worldly  friend  not  knowing  what  is  passing  in  your 
heart,  and  totally  mistaking  the  natare  of  your  case,  may  be 
urj^'ng  you  to  drive  away  your  melancholy  thoughts,  and  to 
seek  the  recovery  of  yoar  peace  in  those  very  things,  in 
pleasure,  company,  and  business,  where  you  feel  that  you  can 
never  ind  H.  Nay,  you  yourself  may  greatly  mistake  your 
own  case.  Yoa  may  perhaps  be  supposing,  that  all  these' 
iUmgi  are  against  you  ;  that  this  oonvictionitf  ain,  this  fear 
of  wrtth  and  judgment,  this  loss  6i  peace,  this  deprivation 
of  tomer  comforts,  are  but  ^e  beginningB  of  sorrows,  the 
too  probable  proofe  that  God  has  forsaken  you,  and  the  cer- 
tain intimations  and  earnests  of  the  wrath  to  come.  May 
what  has  been  said  in  this  discourse  help  to  undeceive  you 
May  the  Holy  Spirit  the  Comforter  make  use  of  it,  to  for- 
ward his  gracious  work  in  your  heart ;  to  shew  yon  that 
this  is  indeed  ESs  work ;  jmd  that  by  these  means  He  is 
gradually  preparing  yotf  for  that  real,  solid  comfort,  with 
which,  in  due  time  He  will  cheer  and  refresh  your  souls  ! 
Instead  then  of  being  cast  down,  be  thankful  and  rejoice. 
Be  thankful  that  you  have  been  brought  to  see  the  vanity 
of  those  foundations,  on  which  yon  once  were  built.  Be 
thankful  that  your  fislse  comforts  are  destroyed  ;  that  the 
world  is  no  longer  your  treasure  ;  that  }our  own  righteous- 
ness is  no  longer  your  trust.  Rejoice  in  that  there  is  a  real 
treasure  within  your  reach ;  a  sure  rock,  on  whtcb  you 
may  secnrdy  ^ace  your  hopes.  Follow  the  leadings  of  the 
Blessed  Spirit.  Listen  to  those  cheering  truths  which  He 
reveals  to  you  in  his  holy  Word.      **  Believe  on  the  Lord 
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Jesus  Christ  and  thou  shalt  be  saved/'     <<  He  that  beli^etb 
on  Hini»  shall  not  be  confounded."     The  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  Peari  of  great  price  ^  the  true  invaluable  Treasure. 
He  is    the   Bock   of  Ages ;    the    only  sure  Foundation. 
Lay  hold  of  this  Treasure.      Build    on    this   one  Foun- 
dation.    Etear  what  the  gracious,  heavenly  Saviour  him- 
self declares  to  you,  and  to  all  like  you.     **  Come    unto 
me,  all  ye  that  labor,  and  are  heavy-laden,  and  I  will  give 
you  rest"     If  yon  are  one  of  those,  whose  case  has  been 
here  described,  you  are  heavy-laden.     You  are  laboring  un- 
der a  distressing  sense  of  sin,  under  an  anxious  desire  of 
finding  some  real,  lasting  consolation.     Come  then   unto 
Him,  who  so  tendeiiy  calls  you  to  Himself;  who  so  freely  of- 
fers to  give  you  rest.  He  has  already  sent  his  Spirit  into  your 
heart  to  prepare  the  way  fon  your  coming  to  Him.     May 
that  ^irit  further  incline  and   help  you  to  come !  May  He 
enable  you  with  the  heart,  to  believe  on  Jesus  Christ,  and  so 
to  make  your  peace  with  God !  May  He  subdue  your  cor- 
ruptions, purify  your  affections,  enable  you  to  fight  manful- 
ly and  successfully  against  the  enemies  of  your  salvation^ 
and  shed  abroad  the  love  of  God  in  your  souls !  Thus  may 
He  fulfil  in  jomhia  gracious  work  of  love  and  consolation  \ 
May  He  bind  up  the  broken  heart,  and   heal   the  wounded 
Spirit ;  and  as  your  heavenly   Comforter,  Sanctifier^  and 
Friend,  abide  with  you  for  ever ! 
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SERMON  n. 

Certainty  of  Sin  finding  us  out;. 
NUMBEBS,  xxxii.  23. 

Be  sure  your  Sin  wiUJlnd  you  out. 

THERB  is  nothing  which  proves  more  ruin-! 
iMK  to  tiiie  sofAs  of  nieny  than  the  hope  of  bein^  able  to  sin 
nithoirt  inewrring  punishment  It  is  this  hope,  which  first 
traiiiilB  tbem  to  comniit  sin,  and  acfterwards  keeps  them  from 
npefttiiig  of  it  Did  they  feel  assured  that  punishment 
woidd  eerimdy  MLow  the  oifence,  fear  would  prevent  them 
ftvm  eomniitting  it  After  hating  committed  it,  were  they 
bat  cmviaccd  that  judgment  would  surely  overtake  thiem, 
they  would  at  leifet  be  anxious  to  avert  it  But  resisting 
efery  aasmrance  and  fli  conviction  of  these  things,  they  nish 
iirto  ain  wittioiit  fear^  and  live  in  it  without  apprehension^ 
ThMi|^  liriile  every  momient  to  be  called  into  judgment, 
th^  feel  no  concern,  or  if  it  serious  thou^t  at  times  rises 
bt  their  miod,  they  speedily  disirfiss  it  with  the  presumptu- 
ow  idea  tbsA^^they  shaU  escape  at  tasV^  The  greatest  kind- 
Bon  tl^,  that  can  be  done  to  such  persons,  is  to  destroy 
their  hope,  to  shew  them  their  mistake,  and  to  make  them 
feel,  that,  cdntioaing  as  they  lire,  they  most  assuredly  shall 
Bot  escape  at  last  But  it  is  the  Lord  alone,  who  can  work 
thcM  tUngs.  He  only,  can  <<  convince  of  sin.^  He  only 
caA  open  thei  h^art,  and  fix  any  deep  impfression  there.  He 
eoipbys  liowevef  his  word,  as  an  instrument  in  his  hand* 
fi>r  accomplishing  this  gracious^  purpose.  In  an  humble  re> 
fiance  tlier«(bre,  ort  the  t^ching  of  his  Spirit,  we  may  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  this  passage,  atddressed  by  Mo- 
«ea  to  the  Israelites,  <<  Be  sure  your  sin  will  find  you  out.'' 
The  better  to  exj^ain  arid  enforce  this  solemn  declaration,  I 
shaBahew 

L  What  isl  ooieantby  cmr  Sin  finding  us  out 

VL  The  Certainty  that  it  will  do  so. 

By  the  expreerion  Ow  Bittf  we  may,  in  the  first  place,  uh- 
4erstand  any  particular  sin  of  which  we  may  have  been  guil^ 

Vol.    II.  4  , 
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ty  ;  any  gross  and  single  act  of  injustioey  proTanenefls,  lisen- 
tiousness^-falsebood,  or  the  like,  which  at  any  time^  mmj 
have  been  Gommitted  by  us.  But  we  nuat  not  confine  the 
expression  to  this  meaning ;  for  it  more  intyerly  aignifles  ail 
the  collective  sin  of  which  we  have  been  guilty ;  the  ain,  as 
it  were,  of  our  whole  lives.  All  our  early  and  babttaal 
transgressions  of  the  Divine  Law  ^  all  our  oS^e^Bces,  at  any 
time  committed  against  Ood,  our  neighbor,  or  ourselves ;  the 
evil  iivords  which  we  may  have  spoken  :  the  wicked  thoughts 
which  we  may  have  entertained  ;  our  want  of  improvement 
of  the  talents  entrusted  to  our  keeping ;  our  unfaithfUness 
to  our  covenant  engagunsents ;  whatever  we  have  done,  that 
we  ought  not  to  have  done,  or  whatever  wo  have  1^  tmdaas 
that  we  ought  to  have  done; — ^tbese  things  all  taken  togett^ 
er  form  iwr  suu  Now,  in  what  sense  is  it dsaid,  that  this 
our  sin  wHlJmd  u$  md?  Tq  understand  the  force  of  this  ex«- 
pression,  we  must  remember  that  sin  necessarily  brings  with 
it,  in  its  train,  certain  evil  consequences.  It  entails  then 
on  the  sinner.  For  a  time  be  may  not  experience  them ;  be 
may  seem  to  have  avoided  tl^m,  to  have  put  himself  out  of 
their  reach,  to  bav^  eaci^ed  from  their  power ;  but,  at  lengthy 
they  will  overtake  him,  and  seiae  him.  Sin  has  a  demand 
against  him.  For  a  season*  he  may  i^ipear  to  ehde  the  de- 
mand and  to  conceal  himself  from  the  search  of  bis  ereditor. 
But  at  last  he  will  htj(m»d  out  His  retreat  wiU  he  discov^ 
crcd  :  payment  will  be  urged,  and  the  debt  enfi»reed.  He 
will  feel  the  consequences  of  his  sin.  More  deariy  then  to 
see  the  meaning  of  this  expression,  we  must  enquire  what 
these  consequences  are.  When  we  understand  what  the  sin- 
ner thus  detected,  feels  and  undergoes,  we  shidl  mare  diatiw^ 
ly  perceive  what  is  meant  by  his  sin  having^^tmd  Mm  oat 

Now  these  consequences  are  three ;  Fear,  Shame,  and 
Beatli.  Sin  necessarily  brings  these  evils  with  it  in  its 
train.  We  need  only  look  at  the  first  sin,  which  was  com- 
mitted by  man  in  Uie  world,  to  see  the  wiqr  in  which  these 
three  evils  &Uow  Sin.  When  our  first  parents  bad  broken 
God's  commandment,  and  liad  eaten  the  forbidden  fruit  i 
what  were  the  consequences  of  their  transgression  ?  They 
were  qfraidf  and  hid  themselves  from  the  presence  of  God. 
Tkcy  were  ashumed  and  made  themselves  aprons.  They 
became  mortal  and  mibject  to  natural  death  ;  they  lost  their 
spirihial  life ;  they  passed  under  the  sentence  of  etemot  d$atk. 
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Umb,  ttetr  sin  ^  fomd  tbani  out''  It  Crand  them  out 
qmdjfy.  It  orertook  and  seized  on  tlieBi  witheut  delay. 
Bat  this  is  net  necessarily  the  case.  Men  do  not  always 
tel  tteoMseqiiences  of  m,  so  soon  as  they  have  coniiatt- 
tad  it  They  nay  sin,  and  yet  hare  no  immediate  tdarm  on 
aeoiNiKt  of  their  sbi.  Their  conscieiice  may  not  be  roused. 
Their  Cwre  may  not  be  excited.  They  nay  entertain  no 
afprtlitaoien  of  their  guilt,  nor  be  terrified  at  the  judgment, 
to  wWch  they  have  exposed  themselves. — 4gain,  they  may 
mt  mi  enee  be  adorned  of  what  they  have  done.  They  may 
fcel  w  distress  of  this  kind  at  the  thought  of  their  sin. 
Shame  generally  springs  from  the  idea  that  our  sin  is  known 
to  elhere.  But  men  may  hare  simiied  so  secretly ;  they  may 
have  taken  sueh  pains  to  hide  their  sin  from  other  people, 
aai,  lor  the  present,  nay  so  successfully  prevent  it  from  be- 
ing diKOfenMl ;  as,  on  this  aecount,  to  have  no  unpleasant 
feeGnga-^urther,  They  HMiy  not  imnediai^y  feel  any  of 
the  punishment  of  sin*  Not  only  are  their  lives  preserved ; 
hnt  their  health  and  strength  are  continued;  their  woridly 
aflhtrs  proqier  |  no  partif  ular  calamities  befid  them  ;  no  pecu^ 
Mar  oMHPk  of  God's  Ae^deasure  i^ainst  them  appears.  But 
beeMse  their  sin  has  net  yet  **  found  them  out,'*  will  it  there- 
iere  never  find  them  out  2  Because  it  has  not  yet  overtaken 
them,  wUI  It  therefore  never  overtake  them  ?  Far  other- 
wm&  wiU  be  the  case«  '^  Evil  pursues  Sinners :''  and  what- 
ever they  nay  think  or  feel,  their  sin  will  ono  day  find  them 
eat.  A  di^  is  coming,  in  which  conscienee  will  be  roused 
and  their  fear  excited.  Their  sins  however  long  forgotten 
or  faabitaaHy  unnoticed  wiH  be  placed  in  order  before  them, 
and  wffl  strike  terror  into  their  soul.  A  day  is  coming  in 
wUeh  they  wItt  be  iHed  with  $hame  and  confusion  of  face. 
Thrir  sins  however  secretly  cenMiitted,  or  artfidly  conceal- 
ed, will  be  brought  to  light :  and  conscioas  of  their  wick- 
edness, they  will  long  te  Iride  their  guilty  heads.  A  day  is 
eening,  in  which  liie  $ewUnce  denounced  against  transgres- 
sors wiO  at  length  be  executed.  Their  judgment,  though 
for  a  Imig  time  it  linger,  wift  linger  no  longer ;  their  dam- 
nation WiH  slumber  no  more.  They  will  have  their  part 
ia  the  bke  which  bumeth  with  fire  and  brimstone,  wliich  is 
thi  second  death»«-This  then  is  what  is  meant  by  our  siu 
findiogns  out.  It  wSt  bring  on  us  Fear,  Shame^  and 
Pesth.     I  go  on  to  shew,  "^ 
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II.  Tho  Certeinty  tliat  It  will  do  mJff  ^<  Be  s«re  your 
810  will  find  yoo  ouf  I  have  tirnaAy  noticed  tho  prone* 
nesis  of  men  to  presome  that  their  sin  will  not  find  them 
oat,  as  well  as  the  ruinous  cousequenres,  which  flow  £k*oiii 
this  presumption.  They  think  that  they  shall  escape  at 
last :  therefore  they  siii  on  without  fear.  They  hare  no 
anxiety  on  account  of  the  sins  already  caai«iitted»  fmr  any 
ai^prehension  about  those,  which  they  are  going  to  Goauait^ 
But  what  ground  have  they  for  this  vain  and  wicked  pro^ 
sumption  ?  Nothing  cmh  be  more  certain,  than  that  their 
sin  will  find  tliem  cuU  That  it  will  do  so^  we  have  the 
strongest  powiUe  assurance. 

In  the  first  place,  the  Ferfbctimu  (jf  God  absohttdy  ibriM 
that  sin  should  go  unpunished.  Gk>d  is  present  at  oU  ^maa 
and  in  every  place.  He  filleth  all  in  all.  Nothing  tberOi- 
fore  can  be  hidden  from  him.  No  sin  honever  sacredy 
committed,  or  studiensly  concealed,  is  unseen  by  Him.  He 
is  also  perfect  in  JShottfedge,  and  knoweth  all  things.  He 
therefore  remembereth  all  tUngs.  Blen  forget  their  siaa : 
but  they  cannot  be  forgotten  by  God.  God  is  also  IWjfu 
He  is  **  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  evil,  and  caimot  look 
upon  iniquity.''  As  suoh  then  He  nust  hate  din.  It  mnat 
be  infinitely  ofTensii^  to  Him.  Further,  God  is  moot  JiMi. 
He  loveth  ftighteousness,  and  exccuteth  Judgment.  As  a 
righteous  Judge  then.  He  cannot  but  be  ooncomed  to  punish 
sin  :  for  not  to  punish  it  would  be  unjust.  It  would  not  be 
to  treat  sin  according  to  its  deserts,  whidi  would  be  injus- 
tice. Besides,  God  is  True  and  Faitkfrd  to  his  word.  He 
is  Truth  itself  and  cannot  lie.  How  is  it  possible  then  that 
He  should  not  punish  sin,  for  He  hsth  dcdared  that  He 
will  {Hinish  it,  that  He  **  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty  ."f 
Put  all  these  things  together.  God  sees  sin  :  He  remem- 
bers sin :  He  hates  sin  :  He  cannot  be  just  without  punish-* 
ing  sin  :  and  He  has  said  that  He  will  punish  it.  Witli 
what  certainty  do  these  Perfections  of  the  Almighty  declare^ 
that  a  man's  sin  will  surely  find  Ikirn  out.  Only  let  us  oono 
sider,  that,  to  entertain  the  contrary  presumption  ^  to  sup- 
pose that  sin   will  escape  unpunished,  is  in  fact  to  strik<x  at 

♦  The  Writer  in  this  Diviaon  of  the  Discourse  acknowledges  with 
gratkude  his  obligations  to  the  Skeleton  of  a  bermon  on  the  same  text  in 
ftat  valuable  Work,  '*  Helps  to  Composition/'  by  the  Rev.  Charles 
D^'mcon.  t  Exodus,  xxxiv.  7, 
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tbt  TwA  ^  tlM  INvtM  Chaiwtois  lo  deny  qm  at  least,  iC 
0ot  aU  of  tbe  Gletioaa  PwActiMs  of  the  God-head.  Ta 
say»  that  a«ir  sia  will  aol  Ind  iie  oat  ia  ta  say*  citlMr 
tiMt  Goddaee  aat  aea  aia;  ar  that  He  wiUfarfeCiti  or 
that  He  does  aat  hate  U ;  ar  that  He  is  aqaat ;  ar  that 
Re  wiU  Mt  keep  Us  werd.  Aad  whkh  of  these  thia^i 
wffl  a  man  presune  to  say  2  Or  arhkh  aC  them,  tf  he  did 
I  to  Say  it»  woald  be  trae }  Qad,  in  his  yftry  aatars 
be  inAmlte  ia  all  bis  Ferfectioas ;  and  so  aarely  as  He 
is  ao^  so  sarcly  aarcpeated^  oapirdnaad  sia  will  net  go  aa« 


la  tbe  second  place,  the  auMf  rsawirlriyr  Bmimncn  of  sia 
bsiag  detected  aad  puaisiml  in  this  wotM,  stroagiy  oon- 
ina  the  trath  ander  coasideratiatt.  Tkm  Seriptarss  aford 
several  egamplco  of  this  kind.  We  have  a  very  strikinit 
lastaaea  in  thesarmth  chapter  af  the  Book  of  Joshua.  At 
the  takiae;  af  the  city  of  Jeriohahy  the  Israelitss,  a  certeia 
them,  named  Aohan,  coatrary  ta  the  express 
ef  Ood  had  taken  ta  Uaiself  a  part  of  the  spoU  of 
thephM^aadhadboriedit  ia  the  earth  ia  the  midst  ef  hw 
teat  Hahad  candacted  the  matter  with  great  secrecy  aad 
aii ;  had  naed  every  precaution  to  pre? ont  a  dmoovery ; 
and  doshthas  prssamed,  erori  if  the  comiaission  of  the  theft 
sboald  became  kaown,  that  among  so  many  thousands  of 
people  he  sheaid  net  he  detected.  But  Us  presoaqitiaaB 
were  utterly  rain.  Tbe  Lord  saw  his  iniquity  f  aad  brought 
it  to  light  He  dteected  the  lot  to  be  cast,  and  it  fell  upon 
Achaa ;  who  being  thaa  poialed  aut  as  the  ofiteder,  was  in- 
staatiy  put  ta  death.— Take  another  iastaoce  from  the  ifth 
chsptw  of  the  second  Book  of  Kinga»  Gehasi,  the  serrant 
of  Elisha,  aadar  a  fdse  pretence,  bad  obtained  from  Naaman 
the  Syrian,  two  takate  af  silver,  and  two  changes  of  rai- 
ment; and  without  his  master's  knawledga,  had  secretly 
conveyed  them  to  the  hoase.  He  thanght  to  have  escaped 
detectioa,  aad  added  a  Me  in  order  to  bide  bis  guilt 
But  lo  !  his  sin  found  him  out  The  Lord,  by  his  Spirit 
revealed  the  BUitter  to  tiiePra|diet  I  and  the  leprosy,  afwUch 
Maanmn  had  been  cured,  was  assigned  as  a  punishment  to 
Gehazi  and  his  seed  for  ever. — Look  next  at  the  example 
of  Ananias  and  Sapphire,  in  tbe  New   Testament*     They 

*    Acts  V.  1— It 
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privUy  joiiM)d  togelber  in  an  Mipio«i  4mgtt  of  Makiiq;  it 
appeal*  that  they  bad  soU  tbrir  psimwion  for  leas  than 
Ib^  reaUj  raceived  for  it  Butdid  mt  their  aui  lad  thma 
out?  Did  Mt  God^iQ  a  moat  awfal  maaiier  teatiry  his 
knowledge  of  their  0109  and  hie  abfaorreaoe  of  it  7  Thejbotfa, 
one  after  the  <^her  feU  down  dead  at  the  ApoaOefs  fioat — 
Theae  are  oobm  of  the  instances  recardad  in  Scriptove,  of 
the  remarfcaUe  wajf  in  whioh  sin  baa  aometinMa  bean  faawi 
o«t»  detootodf  and  puniahed«-^nd  hare  we  not  oooa8ionall3r 
onraelves  witaeaaed  exanplea  of  the  same  kind  ?  Cannot 
we  recollect  instances,  in  which  God  in  a  very  nnoapautoj 
and  even  wendurfal  manner  baa  brooi^  to  light  aina,  which 
had  been  secretly  conunitled#  perhi^  even  many  yean 
ago^  and  when  efwy  seeaung  prohahility  of  demotion  was 
at  an  end  ?  Has  it  not  sometiaMs  bappewDd,  thid;  a  man  baa 
even  become  his  own  aecuaar  ?  UaaUe  to  boar  the  riamotu 
and  stings  of  conaeience,  he  haa  confessed  his  own  gnit  awd 
has  given  himself  ap  to  puMsbnent  Now  what  do  theae 
things  prove,  but  that  God  wiH  eertairiy  bring  to  ligbt 
the  bidden  things  of  darkness  ?  We  see  how  eaaily  Me  c«i 
do  it.  He  has  done  it  in  some  inatanees^  to  almw  that  in 
doe  time,  He  will  assuredly  do  it  in  aH*  He  thoa  direeta 
sitt  to  ftnd  out  taaie  ainnera  here,  to  convince  ns  thi^  it  wfll 
find  otttrcerjfaumer  hereafter* 

Bi|t  in  the  third  place,  should  a  doobt  yet  remain  on  our 
minds,  the  J^fpoisdmetU  af «  dojf  of  final  retrtttMou  may  aad 
must  entirely  remove  it.  **  God  has  appointed  a  day,  in 
which  He  will  judge  the  world  :''  a  day  of  the  Revelatiaii 
of  Us  righteous  joi^ment,  when  **  He  will  render  to  every 
man  according  to  his  works*''  Now  to  what  end  can  such 
a  day  be  appointed,  except  it  be  to  deal  with  sinners  aecord*^ 
ing  to  their  deserts  ?  Or  how  can  God  deal  with  irinners  ac- 
cording to  their  deserts,  without  briagtng  their  sins  to  light, 
and  inflictiog  the  punishment  which  they  deserve  ?  If  God 
^*  hath  iq^winted  a  day  in  the  which  He  will  judge  the  wcvld 
|a  righteousness,  by  that  Man  wliom  be  hath  ordained, 
(whereof  He  hath  given  asBurance  uato  all  men,  in  that  He 
haUi  i*aised  him  from  the  dead,)  even  Jesus  Christ,''  then  it 
is  most  certain,  that  men  will  be  called  to  account  for  their 
sins  :  then  it  is  most  certain,  that  none  of  those  vain  ex- 
cuses by  which  they  now  try  to  hide  or  lessen  their  sins, 
\vill  be  of  any  use.     Tho  secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  b^  re- 
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TiaM }  mfftj  covering  riMH  be  stript  aw^r  ^  Mid  sin  shiA 
iWQfve  ito  jiiBt  rec«Bpe«c6  ef  reward. 

Ofi  the  whole»  aiy  Brethren^  let  as  weigli  wdl  tiie  force 
tf  these  sailed  argiuente.  Bin  wil  be  panished :  for  tbe 
FeffiK«ioM  of  Ged  fiwbid  tt  to  be  otherwise.  The  maiiy 
lUMM'fciMr  lostameSy  in  wlHch  mn  has  beea  already  deteet* 
c4  iMi  ymahodt  fveve  it  The  Appointment  of  a  Day  of 
JadKaiiOi  covims  it.  Whoteter  other  things  then,  we 
■ai^  be^soenvt  rf:  wfaaterer  other  things  we  nay  donht 
of:  yet  iet  as  know  thu  for  a  certainty,  that  sin  wMl  be 
paniahsd     "  Be  anre  yow  sin  will  find  yon  ouf 

With  Ibis  greaA  tratfa  then  deeply  impressed  on  yoor 
hearts,  I  would  now  proceed  to  make  a  mitable  appKcatiott 
«f  it  CaH  to  mind  yonr  own  sins*  Try  to  remember  how 
aad  heiw  great  tiny  bare  been.  From  the  day  of  your 
to  the  present  day,  how  nnmerous  have  been  yoor  vi- 
» ii  tte  law  of  God  !  Bow  often  have  yoa  oBended 
Hiai  in  tim^^  word,  ttid  deed  !  What  provocations  have 
yon  been  gnilty  of !  How  great  has  been  your  unbeKef  of 
Ua  woffd^  yomr^ierq^Brd  rf  His  Gospel,  your  unfidtfaftilness 
to  fonr  tegagements !  Hitherto  perhaps  you  have  taken  lit- 
lie  notioo  of  your  sins*  You  have  studiously  concealed  them 
fiwan  oAers.  Ton  have  endeavored  to  forget  them  yoor- 
aelvea*  Yoa  have  felt  Kttle  or  no  concern  idxrat  them.  But 
CM  haA  not  Argottai  them.  They  are  all  in  His  remem- 
bsnnrs,  Thqr  are  all  written  in  His  book.  He  overiooks 
neno  of  tkeai«  13bb  sees  them  every  one  as  distinctly  as  on 
the  4ay  in  which  they  nwre  committed.  You  perhap^i,  may 
have  thought  your  sins  to  be  few  or  littlo.  You  may  have 
sappossd  that  ttere  has  not  been  much  evil  in  them.  You 
my  have  flittered  yonrselves  that  there  has  b<»en  something 
peculiaa  in  year  case^  whieh  has  made  your  sins  ''excusable, 
and  hasgreaftly  lessened  their  guilt.  But  God  does  not  see 
then  hi  1Mb  way«  He  knov^s  that  they  are  neither  few  nor 
Ettle*  He  knows  timt  they  have  been  without  excnse.  He 
seaa  thorn  with  aH  their  aggnivation.-^What  then  will  yon 
da  2  Will  yon  still  d«my  them  ?  WiH  you  any  longer  at- 
teaqpt  to  hide  theai  ?  Will  you  persist  in  extenuating  them  ? 
Betkii  sedL  to  find  them  out  ^  for  otiierwise  tbey  will  find 
yon  eat  at  the  last  Rather  with  penitent,  contrite  hearts, 
oonfen  them  to  the  Lord ;  and  with  unreserved  ackaow- 
Mgments  of  your  goilt  and  misery,  cast  yourselves  on  th$ 
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Divifio  Mercy.  Embrace  with  tiiankAiMss  that  waj  of  m^ 
cape  which  is  provided  for  jom  in  the  Goapel  of  Jesus  Chr»t« 
It  is  not  the  sin  which  you  have  hitherto  committed  that 
will  provBe  your  niia»  if  you  will  but  mw  repent  of  it  and 
forsake  it,  and  seek  fergiyentts  through  the  blood  of  Jesos 
Christ  This  bkod  deaMeth  from  all  sin.  Wash  in  ihie 
fountttn,  and  <<  thongh  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shaH  be 
as  white  as  snow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimson  tfaej 
diall  be  as  wool/'  Flee  to  this  Baviour ;  and  your  sins^ 
Uiough  many,  shall  be  foigi?en  you.  They  shaU  nerer  ftnci 
,  you  out.  Of  this  truth,  we  have  as  fldl  assurance  as  of  the 
one  whicb  we  have  been  considering.  The  same  FeifecM9ns 
(^ihe  MmghUff  which  reipHre  the  punishment  of  every  iai- 
penitent  sinner,  are  equally  pledged  to  ensure  the  pardon  of 
every  penitent  Believer  in  Jesus  Christ.  We  have  the  munt 
airthentic  and  astomsUng/nstoncM  of  God's  mercy  in  Christy 
and  of  his  readiness  to  pardon  even  the  Chief  of  Sinners,  ^ 
through  this  precious  blood-shedding.  The  .Ijipriii^mMit  of  Me 
Bay  oJJuigmtni  abundantly  confirms  the  same  Truth  :  for  it 
is  appointed  no  lees  for  the  complete  justification  of  Believers 
in  Christ,  than  for  the  final  condemnation  of  every  unbe- 
liever. Let  this  blessed  assurance  then  dweU  richly  in  youir 
minds.  Confess,  lament,  and  forsake  your  past  wickedness;' 
Believe  in  Jesus  Christ  foi*  the  removal  of  ydur  guilt  Se^ 
of  htm  his  new-creattng  spirit  to  convert  and  puriiy  your 
sooL  Lead  a  new  life  in  dependence  on  his  grace  ;  and  be 
sure  that  thus  your  sin  will  n^  find  you  out.  The  Lord 
will  be  <^  foitlifol  and  just  to  forgive  you  your  sins,  and  tor 
cleanse  you  from  all  unrighteousness.'^ 

Nor  let  the  sincere  and  established  Christian  deenrthivto 
be  a  subject  in  which  he  has  no  concern.  True  it  is^  if  you 
have  really  fled  to  Christ  for  refuge,  and  are  built  upon  tldEr 
I'ock,  that  yi>ur  iniquities  are  pardoned,  nlBver  more  to  be 
mentioned  against  you.  Great  as  may  have  been  in  former 
tiroes  even  your  habitual  violations  of  the  Divine  Law ;  griev- 
ous as  may  have  been  your  provocatioim  ;  yet  if  you  have 
been  efiectually  brouglit  to  Jesus  Christ,  Grod  forbid,  that 
the  recollection  of  these  things  should  interrupt  your  pres- 
ent happiness,  or  cast  a  gloom  over  your  present  hopes^or 
pi-event  you  from  rejoicing  in  your  present  privileges }  On- 
ly, see  that  you  rejoice  with  trembling.  Be  not  high  mind- 
ed, but  fear.  See  that  you  relax  not  your  watchfulness^  your 
strivings  against  sin.     See  that  it  get  not  advantage  over 
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jmu  Beware  of  pvwampiioii;  lie  ware  of  sinning  that  grace 
nay  aboand.  Trifle  not  with  temptation.  Keep  yoar  heart 
with  all  difi§Mice.  Think  not^  becaase  jou  are  a  chiM  of 
fiody  that  you  nay  venture  with  safety  on  forbidden  ground. 
If  you  thus  tempt  the  Lord,  jroa  have  no  security  of  being 
kept  from  failtng.  If  yon  return  to  folly,  He  may  withdraw 
Ub  pBoteetang  grace,  and  may  leave  yoa  in  the  bands  of  your 
•aemiea.  And  though,  in  His  great  mercy  and  fidthfiiiness. 
He  OMiy  uot  Mwij  cast  you  off,  yet,  **  be  sure  yoar  sin  will 
fladyou  oaf  He  wilLbring  it  to  yoar  remembrance,  and 
vili  set  befisre  you  the  things  which  you  have  done.  He 
^  wll  bfi^you  into  the  wilderness  of  bk  pei^e ;  and  there 
wiD  he  plead  mth  yoa  fiK^  to  face.''  He  ^f  will  cause  you 
ti  pasB  auder  the  rod^  and  wtU  bring  yoa  into  the  bond  of 
the  covenant/'  '^  Though  his  loving  kindness  He  may  not 
otterly  take  fimn  you,  nor  suffer  his  trath  to  fail  |  yet  He 
iriU  vioit  your  oflRMices  with  the  rod,  and  your  sin  with 
aeourges.''  He  w81  Gonqiel  yoa  to  know  that  it  is  <<  an  evil 
Ihii^  and  hitler,  to  have  forsaken  the  Lord  your  Ood."  He 
will  pmrieb  your  uafiEdthfulness.  He  will  omke  yoo  asham- 
ed ei  your  haekaiidtBga*  Days  and  montiis,  nay  years  of 
sorrow,  darkness,  aud  dismay,  mqr  be  the  fruit  of  your 
trnangrcnuian.  BemeoAer  David's  sin.  It  was  secretly 
covauutted.  It  was  artfully  concealed.  Bat  it  found  him 
out  A  apodal  Afcaaei^r  was  sent  on  purpose  to  detect  it. 
And  though  it  was^  pardoned^  yet  it  was  attei^ed  with  a  moot 
signal  and  afflictive  eonrection.  And,  if  you  sin,  shall  you 
CKi^?  Shall  fou  go  nnebaitised?  Entertain  not  such  a 
thoaght  Fear  then  to  oftmd.  Watch  and  be  sobofv  Bear 
ia  HHud  that  you  are  encompnsed  with  enemies*  Remem- 
ber when  your  strength  lies.  Live  by  foith.  Widk  in  the 
Spmt.  Touch  not  the  iMClean  thing.  GKve  diligence  to 
BMke  yomr  catting  and  daemon .  sure :  for  if  yon  do  tliesio 
thiaysyoH  diall  never  fall. 


Vn.  U. 
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SJSRMpN  m 

The  Wedding-Garment. 

MATTVSW^  xxii.   lly  18>  19k 

Jiid  when  the  Kbtg  came  in  to  see  the  BuesiSf  he  mw  there  a 
man,  which  had  not  on  a  fFedHng-Cknineni.  M4  he  sattk 
unto  him,  Friend,  how  earnest  thou  in  Mffier,  not  htmn^  a 
fVedding'Oarmentf  Md  he  was  speeeUess.  Thm  mU 
the  King  to  the  Servants,  Bind  him  hand  and  Jboi,  and 
take  him  away,  and  cast  him  into  outer  darkness :  there 
shaU  he  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth. 

TaERBirnMotiN)  AttMiWBr  ffsmS  ot  *kd  dm- 
(»0rate  wkfcc^ncfa  of  Ihe  huauui  hstd^  U»ub  thut  MM  sliwU 
attempt  to  mfom  upcMi  God ;  and  7«t  it  i9  aa  atf^Wft  mxd^ 
overj  day.  In  aK  apro  of  tba  Ckwn^it  U  to  be  fmmi,  ibut 
tbene  have  been  aoiae  wbo  have  wtvardljr  fmsti  Utoi^artvci 
Ui  Ihe  Lord^  peopie^  while  iBvrardljr  they  have  hed  m  ppa- 
tessieM  to  that  diaracto**  By  taiUng  upa  pvo£Beeimef  re- 
ligion they  have  deceived  thi^  fi)|Qw«<»w4ttniib  eid  have 
paaaed  ia  the  worid  to  reliftoiis  pereomv  eien  while  their 
hearts  have  been  fett  of  Magodliaeae  jumI  ain.  Mxit  Qed  aaes 
tbroogh  every  di^paiae.  He  lUaliiiguiehee  the  tnie  nhmuL 
teroTnum  with  istfaUiUe  certaiA^.  Be  new  notices  the 
specioua  pretender  to  religmi.  He  witt  eve  hung  hrini;  lo 
light  his  hypocriay»  and  will  at  laet  lead  tun  with  narited 
iufany  and  pwuehmeat 

lliese  tmths  are  strikiol^y  represented  to  ua  ia  the  text. 
The  passage  is  the  conclusion  of  the  pai«Ue  of  the  Maivia^e- 
Feasty  but  comprises  a  distinct  and  separate  subject  The 
man  who  had  intruded  bimsdif  into  the  Marrli^ge-Feast 
without  having  on  a  Wedding-Garment^  represents  the  per- 
son who  calls  himself  a  Christian^  joins  in  the  ordinances  of 
Christy  mingles  with  his  people^  and  claims  an  interest  iu 
their  privileges ;  while  at  the  same  time  he  possesses  not 
those  raarkSf  which  really  distii^guish  and  characterise  true 
fyhristiaus.     Such  a  penson  may  possibly  escape  human  dc- 
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toctioD.  Bot  God  ttfW  «t  lettgtk  fia^pose  kinl^  and  htbug  bMi 
to  jttdgttmt 

Fer  the  iMre  profltdito  dteciHsiofi  of  this  subject,  let  u6 
MfaMely  consider  the  thr^  particulars  here  related  o{  the 
p(9l9ett  in  (|ti«stloii. 

L  Kb  Detectioii. 

U.  Wa  Trial. 

]|l«  na  feHt^nee. 

^'  W^^eR  4fte  Kittg  caaie  in  to  see  the  guestsi  he  saw  tlier^ 
m  nasy  wMeb  had  not  on  a  Weddia^-Garment'^  In  this 
]panfU6#  we  afe  told,  that  a  certain  King,  having  jnade  a 
ttartiaga  for  liia  aoii,  when  every  thing  was  readf  ^  sent  forth 
his  seilrattla  into  the  highways,  to  invite  all  whom  they 
tMRd  to  partake  of  the  foast^  By  this  means  a  great  nimi; 
ber  of  persons  were  gathered  together ;  and  <^  the  wedding 
was  fomishedi  with  gaests/^  Among  these  however  tliere 
WIS  oae,  who  ia  a  very  esaeatial  point  difered  from  the 
rfst  Be  **  had  Mot  oaf  a  Weddlng-Qarment.'^  He  was 
not  cfoCked  Iw  sneb  a  winner  as  the  ocoasbn  required,  and 
custom  preset  ihed :  and  on  this  account  he  was  in  fact  an 
iatmAer  by  hfs^  presence,  dtograeed  the  entertainment,  and^ 
bal  M  bttriaesa  ttierew--it  nmy  perbapa  be  objected,  that 
Ihtto  wnm  cmIA  net  have  made  bis  appearance  otherwise 
tftan  be  dM :  Hat  he  was  eaHed  ont  of  the  highway  into 
the  ftaat:  tlMbe  conM  not  be  reasonably  expected  to  carr 
Tf  with  ftim  a  Wedding-Garment  on  the  road  ;  and  conse- 
qamtly  that  It  would  bo  oii^ust  to  blame  him  for  what  he 
bad  ri»  pow«*  to  prevetft  or  remedy.  It  is  not  improbable, 
but  that  this  objection  may  have  occasionally  o^irredto  onr 
mindai  But  it  is  an  objectian  that  may  be  easily  removed" 
by  adverting  to  a  cireaolstance,  which  though  not  mentioned 
ia  the  pmraUe,  is  clearly  haptted  in  it  It  was  a  general 
eastoiti  in  IbosiB  ttaaes  and  coootries  at  great  entertainments, 
saeb  an  fUs  in  tbo  parable  is  represented  to  have  been,  for 
the  masler  of  the  feast  to  furnish  his  guests  with  apparel 
suited  to  the  sokannity*  Now  we  mast  without  doubt  con- 
dade  tbat  tins  wan  done  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
imn,  who  eame  to  the  feast  without  a  Wedding-Gai*ment, 
bad  been  afS^red  one»  Bat  th»  offer  from  some  motive  or 
other,  be  bad  rejected.  He  perhaps  undervalued  the  hon- 
sr  conferred  on  hin^  in  beuyg  asked  to  the  feast :  be  had 
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low  jCOBceptions  of  the  4ignity  and  majesty  of  the  KiBgf 
who  had  invited  him  :  so  long  as  he  obtained  admissioo  to 
the  entertainment,  he  cared  little  whether  his  appearwice 
was  unchf  as  in  faci,  it  ought  to  have  been  :  or,  perhaps 
he  was  too  proud  to  be  seen  in  clothes  which  did  net  belong 
to  hin  :  or,  possibly,  he  thought  his  own  suffidentlj  good 
for  the  oo^asion,  and  it  may  be  even  better,  thm  those 
which  were  offered  to  him :  and  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
while  greatly  inferior  in  quality  and  value,  they  might 
bear  some  little  resemblance  to  them  in  form  and  color  ; 
for  we  do  not  6nd  that  his  fellow-guests  took  any  particu* 
lar  notice  of  him,  or  observed,  the  difference  between  his 
garment  and  theirs.  However  when  the  King  came  in  to 
see  the  guests,  he  instantly  perceived  the  difference.  His 
eye  glancing  over  the  niimero<|»  visiters  assembled,  at  once 
detected  the  offender,  and  brought  his  offence  to  light 

In  this  parable,  by  the  feast  provided  is  intended  to  be 
set  forth,  the  rich  prorision  made  for  our  souls  in  the  gos- 
pel of  Christ,  whom  God  I^is  given  to  be  the  Bridegroom 
of  the  Church.  The  servants  of  the  King  are  the  minis- 
ters of  the  wordf  who  are  directed  to  publish  abroad  the 
glad  tidings  of  Salvation  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
to  invite  sinners  of  every  description,  to  forsake  the  high- 
way of  destruction,  and  to  feast  on  the  glorious  blessings 
laid  up  for  them  in  Christ.  Roused  by  the  gracious  invita- 
tion, many  professedly  accept  it,  ^*  The  wedding  is  fur- 
nished with  guests.''  Numbers  call  themselves  the  Disci- 
ples of  Christ,  and  outwardly  embrace  his  rdigion.  But 
as  St.  Paul  tells  us,  was  the  case  with  the  Jews,  '<  they 
were  not  all  Israel,  which  are  of  Israel  ;"*  so  it  is  in  the 
Christian  church :  they  are  not  all  .true  Christians  who 
profess  to  be  so.  Not  all  who  appear  desirous  of  sharing 
the  feast,  have  on  the  Wedding-Garinent  The  parable 
indeed,  describes  but  one  offender  amoi^  all  the  company 
assembled.  In  this  respect  however  we  are  not  to  oonsidcur 
it  as  intending  to  convey  an  exact  representation  of  the 
truth.  The  reason  why  one  only  is  mentioned  in  the 
paitdile,  may  perhaps  be  this  :  not  to  denote  that  the  char- 
acters of  the  kind  described  are/etc;  in  number,  and  i*arely 
to  b^  found,  but  to  intimate,  that  though  they  should  be  few^ 

•  Romans,  ix.  6. 
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ttej  wiU  not,  on  timt  aocount  escape  detection.  Though 
tbere  shorid  be  only  one  professor  in  the  whole  charch  of 
Christy  who  has  not  on  a  Wedding-Gamentf  yet  that  one 
Will  surely  be  discovered  by  the  piercing  eye  of  God,  which 
penetoites  through  every  covering,  and  sees  distinctly  eve- 
ry heart  One  tluef,  in  the  whole  canp  of  Israel^  was  not 
<Mmcealed  from  God  :  nor  was  one  righteoas  nan  in  Sodom 
overlooked  by  Him.  Let  no  one  think  then  that  he  shall 
escape  detection,  becaose  he  may  stand  mgle  in  iniquity. 
As  nambers  cannot  protect,  so  neither  can  they  hide  him. 
Be  he  the  only  one  among  all  the  guests,  that  has  not  on 
a  Wedding-Garment,  the  Lord  now  sorely  marks  bim,  and 
wiH  eventaally  expose  him. 

But  what  then  is  the  Wedding-Garment  ?  This  is  a  most 
important  question,  to  which  I  will  endeavor  plainly  and 
8atisfoct<«ily  to  reply.  It  is  clear  that  the  Wedding-Gar- 
ment is  somelhing,  which  distingnishes  the  true  Christian 
from  the  false  one.  It  is  equally  clear  that  it  cannot  be  the 
ontward  condact,  which  is  OMaat  by  this  expression  :  for 
then  it  would  be  discomed  by  the  guests,  as  plainly  as  by 
the  King.  BhooM  any  one  who  professes  to  be  a  Christian, 
Uve  in  the  aUowad  practice  of  any  known  and  open  sin,  in 
Tiinble  baUts  of  injustice,  of  Impurity,  of  Intemperance,  of 
probne  conversation,  in  the  indulgence  of  malidous  and 
nncbaritable  tempers,  in  the  neglect  of  relative  duties  or  of 
religioos  ordinances,  we  sbouM  at  once  cleariy  know,  that 
Us  profession  of  Christianity  must  be  vain.  There  would 
be  no  ditlcalty  in  detecting  such  a  man,  for  he  would  carry 
the  mwtka  of  his  hypocrisy  on  his  forehead.  But  the  Wed- 
dlng-Garaient  is  something  hidden  and  retired  ;  something 
wbicfa  esci^^  human  observation,  and  is  seen  only  by  God. 
And  wlial  can  this  be,  but  the  inward  state  and  disposition 
of  theheaK  ?  To  have  on  the  Wedding-Garment  is  to  have 
the  heart  right  with  God.  And  when  is  the  heart  right 
wMi  God,  but  when  it  is  humbled  under  a  deep  sense  of  its 
own  UHWortbiness  ;  when  it  rests  with  a  Sieving  trust  on 
the  merits  of  Christ  alone  for  forgiveness  and  acceptance  ; 
vhen  it  bates  and  avoids  all  sin,  and  desires  to  love  and  please 
God  ?  This  state  of  heart  is  the  true  Wedding-Garment. 
Thift  state  of  heart  is  what  distinguishes  the  real  Christian 
from  the  pretended  one.  And  let  it  also  be  remarked,  that 
this  Weddiq^-Garroent,  like  the  one  spoken  of  in  the  para- 
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Ue,  is  freely  offered  to  alU  to  whom  the  gospel  invHaiion  is 
sent  The  Holy  Spirit  of  Grod  is  ever  ready  to  work  in 
them  faith  and  holiness,  and  for  these  ends  He  is  promised 
to  their  earnest  prayers.  The  professor  of  Christianity, 
who  from  whatever  motive  rejects  these  ofers,  remaind  Kke 
the  man  in  the  parable  without  a  Wedding-Garment.  His 
heart  is  not  right  with  Gk>d.  He  is  not  humbled  for  siii^ 
but  is  secretly  lifted  up  with  pride.  He  does  not  really  lay 
bold  on  Christ  for  pardon,  but  depends  oa  bis  own  merits. 
He  does  not  hate  sin  and  desire  to  love  Gk>d  ;  but  in  tnitb» 
loves  sin  and  hates  C^d  :  for  the  carnal  mind  is  enmity 
against  God.  Now  such  a  man»  while  his  outward  cooduot 
is  moral  and  specious,  may  pass  in  the  worid  for  a  disciph 
of  Christ ;  for  **  man  seeth  not  as  God  seeth."  But  the 
Lord  sees  him  to  be,  what  he  really  is,  a  wbited  sepulcbre^ 
a  painted  hypocrite.  He  sees  him  destitute  of  faith  and  ho- 
liness, and  consequently  not  having  on  the  Woddisg-0«r- 
ment. 

\fe  proceed  to  consider, 

II.  The  Trial  of  the  man  who  was  thus  detected.  Un- 
discovered, unsuspected  by  his  Companions  at  the  Feast,  be 
was  doubtless  promising  to  himself  much  iilaasUre  and  enjoy- 
ment I  when  his  hopes  suddenly  experienced  Hie  most  bitter 
disappointment.  He  u-as  awakened  from  bis  presumptooos 
security,  by  a  question  of  a  kind,  and  from  a  quarter,  which* 
be  did  not  exjf^ct.  ^  The  King  said  onto  Inm,  Friend^  how 
earnest  thou  in  hither,  not  having  on  a  Wedding-Garment  "i^ 
We  may  conceive  his  surprize  and  terror  at  Qm  alarming 
<)Uf$tion ;  a  question,  which  at  once  charged  him  with  his 
jftiilt,  and  called  upon  him  to  defend  it.  The  very  title  indeed, 
by  wliich  be  was  addressed,  conveyed  the  most  severe  and 
rutting  reproof,  **  Friend  /*'  Ue  pretended  to  be  a  Friend  ; 
but  was  he  really  such  ?  Did  he  deserve  the  name  and  charac- 
ter  wliich  he  assumed  ?  Was  he  not  an  Enemf  in  disguise  i 
What  excuse  could  he  urge  in  extenuation  of  his  guOt? 
•'  How  earnest  thou  in  hither,  not  having  on  a  Wedding-Gar- 
ment ?•'  *  What  canst  thou  say  in  thy  defence  ?  Didst  thou 
not  know  that  it  was  required  of  thee,  to  liave  on  a  Wedding- 
Garment,  and  that  to  come  to  tite  Marriage  without  one  was 
tlie  greatest  affront  to  the  Master  of  the  Feast?  How  couldest 
thou  dare  to  act  in  so  offensive  a  mamier  ?  Didst  thou  pre- 
^mc  to  hope  that  thou  shouldest  escape  detection  ?  I^idst 
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Ifaou  mqipose  ihajt  tliy  coudoct  woold  not  be  resented  by  the 
£Jngt  or  would  not  be  punished  by  Ilim  ?^  Such  was  the 
import  of  the  question.  What  answer  did  be  make  ?  None. 
— ^A  coascioufioess  of  guUt  stopped  his  mouth.  **  He  was 
^eecbless.''  AjuI  this  circumstance  clearijr  confirms  the 
statement  already  made»  that  this  man  might  have  had  on  a 
Wedding-Garment,  if  be  had  not  wilbiUy  rejected  it.  For 
bad  this  not  been  the  case,  he  would  have  had  something  to 
urgi^  iu  his  behalf.  He  might  and  doubtless  would  have 
pleaded  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  a  suitable  garment  fof 
tbe  Qccaaion.  But  he  knew  that  such  a  plea  would  be  of  no 
avail*  He  knew  that  pride,  and  obstinacy,  and  a  criminal 
disrespect  for  the  Sang  bad  been  the  secret  causes  of  bis  not 
appearing  in  the  dress  required.  His  own  conscience  con- 
demned him.  *^  He  was  9pucbUs$J^ — Such  will  be  the  con- 
furton  oCtiie  hypocrite,  when  put  upon  his  trial :  of  the  man, 
who  calling  himself  a  Christian,  is  destitute  of  that  state  of 
heart,  which  distinguishes  the  true  servant  of  Jesus  Christ : 
of  the  man,  who  coming  to  the  Grospel-Feast,  has  not  on  the 
Wedding-Garment  of  faith  and  holiness.  What  consterna- 
tion and  dismay  will  he  experience,  when  the  language  in 
the  text  shall  be  addressed  to  him  !  What  reply  will  ho 
make  to  the  charge  preferred  against  him,  **  How  earnest 
thou  m  luth^,  not  having  on  a  Wedding-Garment  V^  *  How 
couldest  tliQU  pretend  to  call  thyself  a  Christian,  when,  in 
the  pride  and  presumption  of  thy  heart,  thou  ^Qti  secretly 
depending  on  thine  own  righteousness  instead  of  on  the 
righteousness  which  I  had  wrought  out  for  thee  !  How  could- 
est  thou  dare  to  claim  an  interest,  in  the  privileges  and  hap- 
piness of  my  people,  when  in  thine  heart,  tlioii  retainedst  in- 
iquity, and  secretly  lovodst  the  wages  of  unrighteousness  r 
True,  thou  wert  by  nature  carnal  and  unholy ;  and  by  prac- 
tice thou  hadst  corrupted  and  hardened  thy  heart;  but  did 
I  not  offer  to  change  and  i*ciiew  thy  nature,  and  to  soften 
and  purify  thy  heart  ?  When  didst  thou  ever  earnestly  pray 
to  me,  to  deliver  thee  from  thy  sins,  and  to  put  my  fear 
within  thee,  and  to  sanctify  tliee  wholly  by  my  grace  ? 
Didst  theu  foollsldy  suppose  that  I  could  be  imposed  on,  by 
^  outward  appeaiance  ?  Diilht  thou  \Nickedly  imagine,  that 
1  would  not  resent,  or  punish  tlio  iniquity  of  those,  who 
draw  near  to  me  with  their  lips,  while  their  hearts  are  far 
from  raji?  Do  not  I  search   the  heart?  Do  not  I  require 
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truth,  in  the  inward  parts  ?  Answer  me  now,  if  thou  arl 
able ;  and  offer  some  excuse  for  thy  guilt/— ^How  will  the 
man  endure  these  searching  questions  ?  He  will  be  speech- 
less.  Guilt,  conscious  guilt  will  stop  his  mouth.  Detected, 
exposed,  and  confounded,  he  will  have  nothuig  to  say. — At* 
tend  then 

III.  To  his  Sentence. 

'<  Bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and  take  him  away  and  cast 
him  into  outer  darkness  ;  there  shall  be  weeping  and  gnash- 
ing of  teeth.*'  Such  was  the  sentence  denounced  on  the 
man,  by  the  King,  in  the  Parable.  And  such  will  be  the 
sentence  denounced  on  the  false  Christian  by  Christ,  at  the 
day  of  Judgment  The  Ring  commanded  his  servants  to 
seize  the  offender,  and  to  bind  him  hand  and  foot.  This 
was  tlie  first  part  of  his  punishment.  He  was  reduced  to  a 
helpless  and  a  degraded  state.  In  like  manner  the  angeki 
will  be  sent  fortli  to  sever  the  tares  fi*om  the  wheat,  and  to 
bind  them  in  bundles  for  the  fire.  In  that  day  hypocrites 
and  unbelievers  will  be  unable  to  help  themselves.  All  re- 
sistance will  be  vain.  They  will  find  it  as  impossible  to 
elude  or  withstand  tlie  minister  of  Justice,  as  they  have  found 
it  impossible  to  escape  detection.  They  will  be  bound  hand 
and  foot. — **  Take  him  away  and  cast  him  into  outer  dark- 
ness.'' This  was  the  other  part  of  the  sentence  pronounced 
on  the  irreverent  intruder  into  the  Feast.  He  had  seen  the 
rich  entertainment  that  was  provided ;  but  he  was  not  allow- 
ed to  partake  of  it.  He  was  instantly  to  be  dragged  from 
the  i^mptuous  feast,  from  the  splendid  palace,  from  the  hap- 
py company,  and  to  be  cast  into  a  dark  and  loathsome  dun- 
geon. Under  this  terrible  but  merited  change  of  circum- 
stances how  painful  would  be  his  feelings !  How  bitter  would 
be  his  self-reproaches  at  the  recollection  of  tlie  happiness  he 
had  lost,  through  his  own  fault  and  folly  !  Far  more  painful 
will  be  the  feelings,  far  more  bitter  will  be  the  self-reproaches 
of  the  false  disciple ;  when  sentenced  to  depart  from  Christy 
he  shall  be  cast  into  the  prison  of  hell :  when  he  shall  ^'  see 
Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  Prophets  in  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  and  himself  thrust  out :"  when  he  shall 
find  his  pi*esumptuous  hopes  of  happiness  blasted  in  a  single 
moment,  and  nothing  left  him  but  a  tormenting  thought  of 
the  bliss  which  he  has  lost,  and  a  dreadful  experience  of  the 
misery  wliich  he  has  incurred.     Then  indeed  will  be  **  weep- 
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ing  and  gnashing  of  teeth/'  Excessive  Grief  and  horrible 
Rage  will  seize  and  tortnrc  biro ;  and  there  will  he  no  rest 
day  nor  night  for  ever  and  cverl 

Sorely  the  representation  ttf  this  awfal  scene,  suggests 
an  important  question  to  ourselves  :  have  we  on  the  Wed- 
ding-Gkmneiit  1  We  are  all  professedly  the  Lord's  guests. 
We  meet  together  tri  this  house  to  feast  on  those  precious 
mercies,  which  He  dispences  to  us  in  his  ordinances.  Docs 
He  find  no  hypocrite  among  Us  ?  Does  he  find  no  enemy,  no 
traitor  assuming  the  false  appearance  of  a  friend  ?  As  his 
searching  eye  passes  on  from  soul  to  sou)^  can  He  say  of 
every  heart,  "-R  w  right  with  me  9**  Sin  indeed,  great  sin. 
He  sees  in  every  heart  j  but  does  He  see  that  it  is  sin  disal- 
lowed^ resisted,  hated  7  Does  He  see  that  it  is  sin  against 
which  we  strive,  and  watch,  and  pray  ?  Does  Ho  see  us 
deeply  humbled  under  a  sense  of  our  depravity  ?  Does  He 
Siee  us  casting  off  all  pretensions  of  our  own  righteousness, 
those  natural  gamicnts  which  cannot  hide  our  shame*  and  de- 
sirous only  of  being*  found  in  him,  that  we  may  be  clothed 
in  his  righteousness,  even  the  righteousness  which  is  of  God 
by  faith  ?  Have  we  thus  put  on  Christ  ?  Let  us  judge  our- 
selves, thdt  we  be  not  judged  of  the  Lord.  We  cannot  de- 
ceive Him,  let  us  not  deceive  ourselves. — But  should  Con- 
^ience  testify  against  us  ;  should  it  whisper  to  our  hearts, 
that  we  have  not  as  yet  the  Wedding- Garment;  what  arc 
we  to  do  ?  Are  we  to  sink  under  the  conviction  ?  Are  wc  to 
lie  down  in  utter  despair  ?  If  we  should  have  reason  to  fear 
that  notwithstanding  our  past  professions,  we  are  as  yet 
wanting  in  those  spiritual  desires,  those  holy  dispositions, 
which  distinguish  the  true  Christian  ;  are  we  to  give  up  all 
hopd  of  obtaining  them  ?  Are  we  to  say  in  utter  desponden- 
cy, •  Hitherto  my  heart  has  been  wrong ;  and  it  is  now  im- 
possible that  it  should  ever  be  made  right.  Hitherto  I  liavc 
only  deceived  myself  and  others.  I  have  presumptuously 
supposed  myself  a  Christian,  without  any  real  pretensions  to 
the  name.  It  is^now  too  late  to  be  renewed  unto  i*epent- 
ance.  I  see  that  I  have  not  on  a  Wedding-Garment :  there- 
fore nothing  remains  for  me  but  outer  darkness  and  gnash- 
ing of  teeth.' — Are  we  to  use  such  language  ?  God  forbid. 
The  things  which  accompany  salvation,  the  things  of  which 
wc  stand  in  need,  may  still  be  ours.  The  same  gracious 
King,  who  has  invited  us  to  tlic  marriage,  is  still  ready  to 
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provide  us  with  a  suitable  Garment  also.  In  His  name  it  is 
still  offered  to  us.  In  His  name  we  may  be  assured,  that, 
if  convinced  of  our  past  irreverence,  presumption,  and  neg- 
lect, we  are  humbly  desirous  of  being  made  fit  and  worthy 
for  partaking  of  the  Feast,  such  a  desire  is  not  even  now  too 
late.  Only  let  us  g^ve  up  ourselves  wholly  to  Him.  Let 
us  yield  our  hearts  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  He  wUl  work  in 
them  all  those  dispositions,  which  characterize  and  adorn 
his  people.  Let  us  d^recate  his  wrath,  and  implore  Us 
pardon  :  and  He  will  not  upbraid  us,  nor  retain  his  anger 
for  ever.  Let  us  pray  to  Him,  and  He  will  implant  and 
strengthen  in  us  faith  and  holiness.  He  will  teach  and  will 
enable  us  to  put  off  the  old  man,  and  tp  put  on  the  new* 
He  will  cover  us  with  his  most  perfect  righteousness  ;  that 
garment  of  salvation,  in  which  the  Saints  ai^  dad.  Though 
like  the  Prodigal,  we  come  to  Him  in  shame  rad  sorrow,  yet 
He  will  meet  us  with  tokens  of  recondliation ;  will  receive 
us  as  his  children,  will  put  on  us  tiie  best  robe,  and  hide  our 
guilt  Let  us  then  come  to  Him  with  one  heart,  and  witk 
one  mind.  Let  us  pot  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Let  us 
be  found  in  Him.  Having  on  this  Wedding-Garment,  let 
us  come  to  the  marriage:  '<  And  the  Spirit  and  the  Bride 
say.  Come.  And  let  him  that  heareth  say.  Come.  And 
let  him  that  is  athirst  come.  And  whosoever  will,  bit  him 
take  of  the  water  of  life  freely.'^* 

*  Rev.  xm  IT. 
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SBRMON  IV. 

Youth  Solemnly  Admonished, 

ECCUBSIASTES^   xL   9. 

Jtejoietf  0  Feung  Maih  in  thy  Fauthf  and  kt  tfcjf  heart  eht 
thee  in  the  days  of  thy  Ttmth^nd  walk  in  the  ways  (fthin 
Juartf  and  in  the  s^ht  of  thme  eyes :  but  know  thaUf  that 
fir  all  these  Vdngs  Ood  will  bring  thee  into  Judgment. 

**  ALL  Scripture  is  giren  bjr  inspiration  of 
God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof^  for  correc- 
tion, for  instmction  in  rigbteoasness.*^  This  is  the  tes- 
timony which  St.  Paol,  himself  an  Inspired  writer,  bears  to 
Ae  sacred  Writings.  Whenever  we  read,  or  hear  the 
BtUe,  let  ns  remember  this  testimony  $  and  recollect  by 
tsAoffi,  as  well  as  for  what  puipose  the  Scriptures  were 
given.  They  were  given  by  inspiration  of  Ood ;  and  they 
were  given  for  our  profit  May  He  enable  as  to  make  a 
profitable  use  of  that  passage  which  has  been  read  for  the 
text  /  **  Aejoice,  O  young  Man,  in  thy  youth  $  and  let  thy 
heart  cheer  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  and  walk  in  the 
ways  of  thine  heart  and  in  the  sigbt  of  thine  eyes ;  but 
know  thou,  that  for  all  these  things  God  will  bring  thee  into 
judgment." 

These  are  the  words  of  Solomoui  who  like  the  other  in- 
spired pen-men,  *<  spake  as  he  was  moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghost"  They  are  addressedf  as  we  see,  to  a  young  roan. 
^  Rejoice,  O  young  Man  in  thy  Youth." — ^We  are  not  how- 
ever to  suppose  that  there  was  some  particular  Toung  Man, 
to  whom  they  were  exclusively  addressed.  They  are  spok- 
en to  any,  and  to  every  young  Man.  Neither  need  we 
confine  the  expression  even  to  young  Men,  It  may  be  un- 
derstood as  including  young  persons  also  of  the  other  sex. 
We  shall  see  that  the  address  itself  equally  belongs  to  them ) 
that  in  foct  it  applies  generally  to  youth ;  to  all  without 
exception,  whether  male  or  female,  who  are  young.— *It  is 

♦  2  Tunoihy,  fil  16. 
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in  this  sense  that  I  purpose  to  consider  the  passage.  And 
with  this  view,  I  would  earnestly,  and  affectionately  request 
the  serious  and  particular  attention  of  all  those,  who  are 
tlius  moi-e  immediately  interested  in  the  subject 

For  the  clearer  explanation  of  the  passage  we  must  un- 
derstand the  Royal  Preacher  as  making  two  suppositions 
respecting  the  person  whom  he  here  addresses* 

1st  That  he  is  hent  on  leading  a  life  of  pleasure  and  en- 
joyment, on  gratifying  Aw  own  inclinations,  and  doing  his 
own  will :  and, 

2dly.  That  he  will  not  he  dissuaded  from  these  purposes 
hy  the  advice,  or  example  of  others :  that  he  refuses  ti  pro- 
fit by  their  experience,  but  is  resolved  to  make  trial  for 
himself ;  and  is  sanguine  in  his  expectations  of  happiness^ 
notwithstanding  the  vanity,  and  disappointment,  which 
tliey  have  met  with  in  similar  paths. 

Such  are  the  suppositions  which  must  be  here  understood 
with  respect  to  the  person  addressed.  And  are  not  these 
suppositions  correct,  and  well-founded  with  respect  to  Youth 
in  general  ?  Are  not  young  persons  naturally  distinguished 
by  a  strong  disposition  to  enjoy  themselves,  and  to  take 
their  pleasure ;  and  by  as  strong  an  indisposition  to  listen 
to  advice,  and  to  be  guided  by  the  experience  of  others  ? 
13ent  on  pleasing  and  gratifying  themselves,  they  enter  with- 
out fear  on  the  paths  of  vanity,  and  sin  ;  while  presumptu  - 
ous,  and  self-confident  they  shut  both  their  earci  and  eyes 
against  admonition  and  example.  Does  not  experience 
justify  tilts  representation  7  Nay  let  me  appeal  to  their  own 
hearts.  Let  me  put  it  to  their  own  consciences  to  say, 
wlietlier  this  be  not  a  true  picture  of  themselves.  Tou^ 
who  are  now  in  the  blpom  and  vigor  of  youth,  look  into 
yourselves ;  examine  your  hearts ;  and  ^ay,  is  it  not  se- 
cretly your  desii*e,  and  purpose  to  lead  a  life  of  pleasure, 
and  enjoyment,  to  indulge  your  own  taste,  and  to  do  what- 
ever may  please,  amuse,  or  gratify  yourself  7  To  this  end, 
is  it  not  your  wish  to  be  freed  from  all  restraint,  to  drive 
away  serious  thoughts,  and  to  be  allowed  without  opposi- 
tion or  control  to  follow  the  bent  of  your  own  inclinations? 
Po  you  not  intend  within  yourselves,  so  Car  as  you  may 
have  it  in  your  power,  to  put  these  desires,  and  purposes  in- 
to practice  7  And  do  not  you  flatter  yourselves,  that  in  do- 
ing thus  you  shall  find  happiness :  that  the  more  you  have 
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jrair  own  way^  the  hapj^er  you  aball  be :  and  that  througb 
your  own  prudencey  and  foresight,  your  good  fortune,  or 
good  management,  you  shall  escape  the  snares,  and  evils 
into  >%hicb  others  have  fallen  ?  I  asl^,  are  not  these  your  sq- 
pret  thoughts,  and  purposes  ?  If  they  are,  you  exactly  answer 
V>  the  person  addressed  in  the  text,  and  with  the  greatest 
reason,  and  propriety  may  yourself  be  addressed  in  the  same 
words.  In  this  case,  it  may  be  said  to  you,  to  every  one 
who  18  iocluded  in  this  description,  ^^  Rejoice  0  young 
Person,  in  thy  youth.*' — *  Seeing  thou  art  thus  disposed, 
and  determined  to  give  up  thy  Youth  to  folly,  vanity,  and 
an :  to  take  thy  pleasure,  to  follow  the  devices,  and  desires 
of  thine  own  heart :  seeing,  that  thou  art  thus  resolved  to 
throw  off  all  i*estraint,  to  shut  thy  ears  to  repro€)f,  and  with 
thine  eyes  open  to  venture  on  tliose  slippery  paths,  in  whicii 
so  many  have  perished  in  your  sight :  seeing  this  to  be  the 
case— <Gro  and  do  as  thou  Intendest :  ^^  And  let  thy  heart 
cheer  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youth."  Fulfil  thy  purposes. 
Follow  thy  pleasui'es.  Take  thy  fill  of  enjoyment.  ^^  Walk 
in  the  ways  of  thine  heart,  and  in  the  sight  of  thine  eyes.'' 
Gratify  thy  inclinations.  Please  thyself  to  the  full.  But 
rei&eiiri>er  what  is  to  follow.  A  di*eadful  Reckoning  awaits 
thee.  Do  whatever  thy  heart  thus  inclines  thee  to  do. 
But  do  it  at  tb>  peril.  For  *^  know  thou,  that  for  all  these 
things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment."  To  Him  thou 
art  respposibk  for  all  thy  doings.  To  Him  thou  must  give 
account  for  this  los9  of  time ;  for  this  waste  of  health  and 
strength ;  for  this  abuse  of  gifts,  and  talents  ;  for  these  de- 
praved inclinations ;  for  these  sensual  desires ;  for  these 
headstrong  passions ;  for  this  presumptuous  self-will ;  for 
this  dcafioess  to  reproof ;  for  this  blindness  to  danger ;  for 
this  dishkff  of  Giod's  service ;  for  this  contempt  of  his  favor ; 
for  this  daring  provocation  of  his  Wrath.  Let  this  state- 
ment rouse,  and  alarm  thee.  Let  the  thoughts  of  a  Judg* 
mmt  to  come  arrest  thee  in  thy  course,  and  lead  thee  now 
that  tby  Heart  is  tender,  and  thy  conscience  as  yet  not  har- 
dened, to  desist  from  tby  foolish  purposes,  and  to  turn,  and 
deave  unto  the  Lord  thy  God.? 

Such  a|^)ears  to  be  the  full  meaning  of  this  animated  ad- 
dress. May  it  be  duly  impressed  on  all  your  hearts  !  Es- 
pecially may  you  feel,  and  retain  a  deep  conviction,  a  live- 
ly apprehension  of  the  certainty,  of  the  reality  of  a  Judg- 
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flMDt  tocome !  Such  a  convictwii^  suck  an  ap^lieiinMi  will 
funiisb  one  of  the  most  pow^^iil  cbecka  to  your  yoothM 
^tifpeMitieB.  It  will  be  one  of  yoar  best  preoonratiTes 
against  £oUy  and  8in.-^But  on  this  y&ry  aocountt  in  exact 
proportion  to  what  ought  to  be  joar  labor,  and  stedy  to  fix 
this  truth  deeply,  and  permanently  in  your  hearts,  will  It  be 
the  labor,  and  study  of  your  great  Adversary  the  Devil  to 
root  out  and  eSiM:e  it  He  will  try  by  every  art  either  to 
make  you  altogether  disbelieve  it,  or  to  keep  it  so  entimly 
out  of  your  sight  as  to  reader  even  the  profeMed  belief  of  i^ 
of  no  real  use.  And  while  so  great  is  Ids  sabtlety,  and 
your  dqiravity,  while  such  is  hi$  forwardness  to  deceive 
you,  and  tfimr  readiness  to  be  deceived,  is  there  not  reason 
to  dread  the  consequences  ?  He  will  ouggeot  to  fsv  as  he 
suggested  to  Eve, '  «  Tou  shall  not  sar^  <tta."  Toa  shaU 
not  certainly  be  brought  ii^  Judgment  Or  admitting  that 
you  may  be,  yet  allowances  will  be  made  for  yoathfal  sins. 
God  will  not  judge  you  for  irregularities,  to  which  yonr 
time  of  life  so  natarally  leads,  and  for  which  even  tkoagh 
there  may  be  harm  in  them,  you  have  so  good  an  excuse  to 
plead.'  These  will  be  Solan's  insinuations  to  your  mind. 
Perhaps  he  already  urges  you  by  such  thoughts  as  these  to 
rejoice  in  your  Touth»  and  to  walk  in  the  ways  of  your 
Heart,  and  in  the  sight  of  your  Eyes.  In  what  manner 
then  CMi  one,  wlio  has  your  best  interests  at  hearty  more  ef- 
fectuidly  shew  his  readiness  to  serve  you,  than  hf  exposing 
the  fallacy  of  these  reasonu^^s,  and  by  thus  endeavoring  to 
strengthen  you  against  their  force  ? 

Is  it  secretly  suggested  to  your  Heart,  that  you  shaU  not 
certainly  be  brought  into  JudgaMut  ?  Yield  not  to  such  a 
suggestion  ;  no  not  for  a  moment  Meet  it,  as  it  ought  to 
be  met,  with  the  positive  dedarations  of  Scripture.  There, 
you  are  expi*essly  told,  that  <'  God  will  bring  you  into  judg- 
ment;'' 'Uhat  we  must  all  appear  before  the  Judgment- 
Seat  of  Christ ;  that  <<  the  Books  will  be  opened  ;"  and  thirt 
we  ^<  shaU  be  judged  out  of  those  things  which  are  written 
in  the  Books  according  to  our  Works ;"  that  God  •*  hath, 
appointed  a  day  in  the  whk^h  he  will  judge  the  world  in 
righteousness  by  tliat  Man  whom  he  hath  ordained ;  where- 
of be  hath  given  assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath 
^•aiscd  him  from  the  dead."*     These  are  God's  words :  the 

*  2  Cor.  V,  lOr-Rcv.  XX.  12.— Acts,  xvii.  31. 
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vnnb  of  HiDf  who  is  Tratk  itnl(  aad  cannot  lk«  What 
ktvo'  70a  lo  oppeoe  to  tbea  ?  Wliat  hero  700  to  bring 
agaisBt  tbem?  Nothing  bit  tlM  soggeotions  of  him,  who  is 
t  Liar,  and  the  Father  of  Lies.  WiU  yon  bdiere  Satan 
lather  than  Ood  ?  Will  yon  give  credit  to  one,  who  is  yonr 
Snemyf  and  only  seeks  to  deeetvoy  and  min  yoo  ;  rather 
than  to  Him,  who  is  yonr  best,  and  kindest  Friend,  and  only 
desires  to  warn  and  sare  jon }  Sarcly  you  cannot  hot  de- 
UboraMyprerer  light  to  darkness,  tmth  to  Msehood.  Ton 
SMistAei  convinced  in  yonr  conscience,  whatever  Satan  may 
to  the  contrary,  ikai  yon  wffll  certainly  be  brongfat 


Bnt  the  other  snggestbn  which  I  nmnthNied  is  more  dan- 
gnrons,  beoaose  more  snbtle ;  and  reqnires  therefbro  ts  be 
more  fldly,  and  Astinc^  exannned,  and  opposed.  '  Al- 
lowances' (itnmy  be  pntinto  yonr  mind)  <  will  be  made  for 
TonthM  fiUns.  God  will  not  jndge  yon  for  irr^arities, 
to  which  yonr  time  of  life  so  natnrsHy  leads,  and  for  which 
yen  have  so  good  an  ezcnse  to  plead.^— And  where  do  yon 
kam  (hat  Qod  will  not  jndge  yoo  for  these  irregolarities  7 
In  the  tmrt  Ho  hath  expremly  dedarod,  that  He  will  jodge 
yoa  for  thorn*  Can  yon  prodnce  a  sinj^e  paasage  of  Scrip- 
ture which  snpports  a  contrary  doctrine  ?  Look  from  one 
end  of  the  BMo  to  the  other,  if  there  be  any  thing  to  jnsti- 
fy,  to  csontooaoce  the  notion,  thi^  God  will  not  take  account 
of  Sins  conmittod  in  Tooth.  Why  hath  He  commanded  us 
''to  remember  onr  Creator  in  the  days  of  our  Tonth,''  if 
yet  He  will  not  punish  thooe,  who  at  that  season  of  1^  for- 
get Him  7  We  are  expressly  told  in  the  chaptw  fcdlowing 
the  tOKt,  that  ^  God  shall  bring  every  work  into  Judgment, 
with  every  secret  thingi  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it 
be  evfL**  Take  notice  of  the  expressions,  ^  every  work,'^ 
^  every  secret  thing/'  No  exceptions  are  made  in  favor  of 
Toothful  Sins.  No  allowance  is  given  to  them.  Listen  not 
then  to  a  suggestion  which  the  Word  of  Gbd  so  positively 
eontmdicts«— Besides  are  there  not  other  ways  in  which  the 
bttacy  of  this  supposition  msy  be  dearly  exposed  ?  Does 
not  God  oftentimes  judge  yootbfal  sins  in  this  life ;  and  thus 
give  earnest  that  He  will  jndge  them  in  the  Life  to  come  ? 
Do  you  ask  how  He  does  this  ?  I  wil  shew  you  two  ways 
in  which  He  does  it. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


48 

1.  In  the  course  of  His  Providence.  What  we  call  th6 
natural  course  of  things  is  nothing  elfie  but  that  regular  suc- 
cession of  events,  that  certain  connection  between  causes, 
and  effects,  which  God  has  originally  appointed:  WhUtev- 
cr  therefore  hs^^pens  in  the  natural  course  of  things  may  be 
considered  as  happening  by  Divine  appointment.  It  is 
what  God  under  those  circumstanceA  has  willed  aiiould  hap- 
j)en.  But  is  there  any  thing  which  in  the  natural  course 
of  things  more  frequently  happens,  than  that  youthful  sins 
ai*e  more  or  less  punished  in  after  life  ?  What  are  the  nat- 
ural conse(]iueiices  of  early  extravagance^  and  wastefiilnest, 
but  distress,  and  poverty  7  Is  a  young  man  idle  and  dissi- 
pated, devoted  to  frivolous  pursuits,  and  spending  his  time 
and  talents  in  pleasure  and  amusementi^ ;  h^w  certainly  does 
he  suffer  for  his  folly  and  misconduct,  perhaps  during  alt  the 
days  of  his  life  7  He  arrives  at  no  Eminence.  He  obtains 
no  respect.  He  has  laid  no  foundation  for  useful,  rational^ 
honorable  occupations.  He  has  provided  no  resources  for 
the  time,  when  his  trifling  enjoyments  will  please  no  longer. 
He  has  prepared  for  himself  a  listless,  discreditable,  mitfpr- 
able  old  age. — Is  he  intemperate,  and  licentious  in  thie  ddys 
of  his  youth?  What  does  this  conduct  naturally  entalU  but 
disease  and  pain ;  a  debilitated  body,  and  an  enfeebled 
mind  ?  See  him  an  old  man,  in  what  ought  to  have  been  the 
l>rime  of  his  days.  In  the  expremrive  language  of  Job,  ^<  His 
bones  are  full  of  the  sin  of  his  youth  :^*  and  they  soon  lie 
<Iown  in  an  untimely  grave. — Do  you  want  any  further 
proofs  of  the  natural  consequence  of  Youthful  sins  ?  Go  to 
the  Criminal,  who  has  forfeited  his  life  to  the  laws  of  his 
Country.  Hear  his  dying  confessions.  To  what  cause 
does  he  ascribe  his  dreadful  end,  but  to  the  sins  and  wick- 
ednesses of  his  Youth  ?  *  Take  warning*  (he  cries)  '  by  roy 
example.  When  young  I  forgot  God,  I  disobeyed  and  pro- 
voked Him  :  and  now  He  has  righteously  visited  my  offen- 
ces. He  left  me  to  go  on  in  the  way  which  1  had  chosen. 
He  has  sentenced  me  to  reap  the  evil  which  I  sowed.*— 
Thus  God  in  the  course  of  his  Providence  frequently  shews 
that  He  doth  not  overlook  the  sins  committed  in  Youth. 
And  if  He  thus  judges  them  in  this  life,  can  you  presume  to 
hojie  that  He  will  not  bring  them  into  Judgment  hereafter  ? 

•  Job,  XK.  11. 
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ilnt  fkrtber,  there  is  anottier  way  in  ^hicb  sin  is  often  piii|p 
iflbed  in  this  lifff  namely, 

2.  By  the  StitdLes  and  Stings  of  Conscience^  Conscience 
is,  as  it  ^ere,  God's  reptesentative  in  our  Soul.  He  has 
pTaced  it  there  to  remind  i»  of  oar  duty  to  Him,  and  to 
plead  his  cause  within  us.  We  may  often  silence,  stupify, 
and  deaden  it ;  and  so  nay  prevent  it  from  discharging  its 
office  aright  But  when  once  awakened,  it  performs  a  faith- 
ful part  It  arraigns  us  at  the  bar  of  Ood,  sets  all  our  sins 
befefe  us,  loads  us  with  accusations,  denounces  vengeance  oii 
US,  and  forces  as  to  judge  and  condemn  ourselres.  But  in 
thus  acting  the  accuser's  part,  in  bringing  our  sins  to  re^ 
membrance,  and  setting  them  in  order  before  us,  does  it 
take  no  notice  of  the  Sins  of  our  Touth  ?  As  Ood's  faithful 
Minister  in  the  Soul,  does  it  tell  a  man^  that  these  sins  are 
nf  no  conseqoeiice,  and  need  not  be  regarded  ?  Far  oth- 
erwise. On  the  contrary,  it  enforces  on  bim  the  solemn 
dedaratioB  of  the  text^  «<  For  all  these  things  Grod  will  bring 
thee  into  Judgment :''  for  the  (rins  of  thy  Tooth,  as  well  as 
those  of  thy  r^ier  years.— ^In  proof  of  this  remark,  look  at 
the  examples  of  those  persons  in  Scripture,  who  are  repre-^ 
seated  aa  being  most  under  the  influence  of  an  awakened  con- 
science, and  see  in  what  manner  they  felt  and  spoke  upon 
this  subject  Hear  what  Job  declares  when  confessing  his 
guilt  unto  the  Lord  i  **  Thou  wrftest  bitter  things  against 
me^  and  makest  me  to  possess  the  iniquities  of  my  Fontt/^ 
Hear  whsit  David  says,  when  imploring  the  Divine  Mercy  ; 
^  Remember  not  the  sins  of  mjf  FontA,  nor  my  tran^p[ies- 
sions.'*  Attend  especially  to  the  case  of  the  dee^y  penitent 
Ephraim^  who  is  represented  as  bemoaning  himself  thus: 
^  After  that  I  was  turned,  I  repented ;  and  after  that  I  was 
instructed,  1  smote  upon  my  thigh.  I  was  ashamed^  yea 
even  confounded/'  (and  now  mark  the  cause  of  this  deep  con- 
sternation,) **  because  I  did  bear  the  reproach  of  my  FautkJ^^ 
Did  aU  these  penitents  thus  feel,  and  lament  the  sins  of  their 
Youth,  and  condemn  themsdves  on  account  of  them  ?  Did 
their  awakened  Consciences  thos  bring  these  sins  to  remem- 
brancoy  and  charge,  and  oppress  their  wuls  with  the  weight 
of  them  ?  And  will  God,  do  you  think,  overlook  tltem^  or 
nake  bq  account  of  them,  or  not  bring  them  into  Judgment  ? 

•  Job, tSL  S6i— PastaD,  xxr.  Tw-Jer. zxx.  19. 
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Bisoiifls  everj  sucli  vaiii^  prcsitmptiioiisy  miscriptiural  iiUa. 
Be  assured  that  the  sins  and  offences  of  your  Touth  will 
one  day  be  the  source  of  the  roost  getiiane  sorrow.  Tou 
will  either  lament  then  io  this  world  with  bitter  contrition 
and  deep  self-abasementy  shouM  it  pkase  Ctod  ia  hia  mfiffcy 
to  bring  you  to  repentance :  or  you  will  bewail  them  for  erer 
in  the  worM  to  come,  with  miceasiiqr  but  unavailing  remorse 
and  anguish. 

♦*  Therefore*'  (as  the  royal  preacher  adds  ia  the  verse 
following  the  text)  **  therefore  re»ove  sorrow  from  thy  heart, 
and  put  away  evil  from  thy  tesh.*'  Lay  not  up  for  your- 
selves such  painful  consequences  in  store.  Avoid  sorrow 
hereafter  by  avcuding  sin  now.  Be  warned  in  time.  R^ 
joice  not  in  the  days  of  thy  Youth,  neither  walk  in  the  ways 
of  thine  heart,  nor  in  the  sight  of  thine  eyes.  Listen  to  the 
voice  of  friendly  and  sober  admonition.  <<  Be  not  wise  in 
your  own  eyes :  fear  the  Lord,  and  depart  from  eviL"  Make 
religion  your  choice,  and  your  practice  in  the  days  of  your 
Youth.  *^  Exalt  her  and  she  shall  promote  thee  ;  she  shall 
bring  thee  to  honor^  when  thou  dost  embrace  her.*'  ^*  She 
is  more  precious  than  rubies  :  and  all  the  things  thou  canst 
desire,  are  not  to  be  compared  unto  her.  Length  of  days 
is  in  Iter  right  hand,  and  in  her  left,  hand  riches,  and  hon^*. 
Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleasantness:  and  all  her  paths  are* 
peace.^*  Seek  the  Lord  betimes  :  for  *<  they  thai  seek 
Him  early  shall  find  Him."  Hear  how  earnestly,  how  ten- 
derly He  reasons,  and  expostulates  with  you.  <<  Wilt  thoa 
not  from  this  time  cry  unto  me.  My  Father,  thou  art  the 
guide  of  my  youth  ?"f  Comply  with  this  reasonable  request 
Call  him  your  Heavenly  Father.  Commit  yourselves  to  his 
care  and  keeping.  Choose  him  for  the  guide  of  your  youth  ; 
and  he  will  be  your  Protector  in  your  rip^  years,  your 
Consolation  in  old  age,  your  Refuge  in  death,  and  your 
Portion  for  ever. 

If  this  discourse  has  appeared  to  be  directed  to  one  part 
of  the  congregation  with  a  seeming  exclusion  to  the  rest, 
let  it  be  remembered  that  it  is  that  part  of  the  flock,  which 
especially  requires  the  Shepherd's  care ;  and  in  respect  of 
which  tlie  Cliief  Sh^herd  has  said,  **  Feed  ray  Lambs.'' — 
But  in  fact  the  eju:ln8ion  has  been  more  seeming  than  real. 

*  Proverbs,  vt.  &--ni.  15,  16. 17.       t  lertmiidi,  iS.  4. 
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The  discourse,  though  directlj  addressed  to  the  Young, 
may  yet  have  beeh  profitably  listened  to  by  those^  who  are 
of  riper  age.  It  may  have  served  to  remind  them  of  the  sins 
of  their  youth,  and  so  may  have  disclosed  to  them  a  load  of 
guilt,  which  possibly  they  did  not  suspect  to  have  belonged 
to  them.  My  brethren,  if  this  discourse  should  have  thus 
opened  your  eyes,  it  has  been  highly  profitable  to  you  : 
for  it  is  of  as  great  consequence  to  you  to  be  put  in  mind 
of  flie  uorepented  sins  of  your  youth ;  as  it  is  to  the  young 
to  be  seasonably  warned  against  those  sins  into  which  they 
are  likely  to  run.  And  if  a  conviction  of  the  certainty  of 
being  brought  into  judgment  ought  to  deter  them  from  com- 
aittittg  SIB,  the  same  conviction  ought  to  lead  you  to  repent 
of  those  sins,  which  you  have  already  committed.  For  ex- 
cept yo«  repeat  of  them,  you  must  perish.  Let  theo^  have 
been  committed  ever  so  many  years  ago^  yet,  like  debts 
ooce  coatracted,  they  are  still  standing  against  you.  No 
interval  of  time  can  take  away  aught  from  their  guilt 
Fou  may  have  long  forgotten  them,  but  they  are  all  reg- 
istered with  God  and  ready  to  be  pi*odnced  against  you. 

Let  these  things  sink  deep  into  your  heart  May  they 
beftxed  there,  till  with  Job  you  are  made  to  ''possess  your 
former  inifaities  :^  till  with  David  you  are  taught  to  cry  out 
''  Beoiember  not  the  sins  of  my  Touth  -/'  till  with  Ephraim 
yoo  ''are  ashamed,  yea  even  confounded,  because  you 
bear  the  reproach  of  your  Touth.'^  For  then  will  you  flee 
finr  mercy,  where  it  may  be  found  ;  even  to  tliat  God,  who 
pardoneth  iniquities,  and  blotteth  out  as  a  cloud  our  trans* 
gresnioiis  ;  even  to  that  Saviour  whose  blood  cleanseth  from 
aO  sin  ;  who  bids  the  weeping  penitent  rejoice,  who  calls 
to  HiiBself  the  heavy-laden  sinner,  and  promises  to  give 
him  rest  Thus  sbalt  thou  find  rest.  Thus  shalt  thou  re- 
joice. Thus  shalt  thou  be  cleansed  from  all  sin,  and  shaU 
01^  the  shame  of  thy  Touth. 
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BBRMON  V. 
God's  tender  Expostulation  with  Toung  Persons, 

JERKMIAH^  iiit  4. 

Wilt  thcu  not  from  this  time  cry  unto  me,  My  Foithery  Thou 
art  the  finide  of  my  Youth  ? 

IN  another  discourse  addressed  chiefly  to  young 
personsy  it  was  my  endeavor  to  fix  on  their  minds  a  seri- 
ous impressioUf  and  to  stir  them  up  to  the  practice  of  a  holy 
life.  I  now  purpose  to  resume  the  attempt  But  the  mode 
which  I  shall  adopt  on  the  present  occasion,  will  be  differ- 
ent from  that,  to  which  I  had  recourse  in  the  former. 
I  then  pointed  out  to  them  the  folly  of  sin ;  I  shall  now  set 
before  them  the  wisdom  of  religion.  Then  I  attempted  to 
alarm  them,  by  displaying  the  terrors  of  the  Lord ;  I  shall 
now  try  to 'persuade  them  by  a  display  of  his  mercies. 

With  this  view  I  have  made  choice  of  a  text,  in  which  the 
Lord  most  tenderly  expostulates  with  them,  by  his  prophet 
Jeremiah  in  these  very  aS'ecting  words,  **  Wilt  thou  not 
from  this  time  cry  unto  me.  My  Father,  Thou  art  the  guide 
of  my  Touth  V*  In  an  humble  endeavor  to  exhibit  the  full 
force  and  meaning  of^this  passage,  I  shall  proceed, 

I.  To  shew  the  Particulars  of  the  Proposal  comprised  in 
it  I — and 

IL  To  point  out  some  Motives  to  compliance,  which 
the  text  itself  seems  to  suggest. 

I.  The  Proposal  hero^made  to  you  comprises  three  Par? 
ticularst 

Ist,  That  you  should  make  God  your  Father.  For  such 
|s  clearly  the  meaning  of  the  Invitation, ''  Wilt  thou  not  cry 
unto  pie,  My  Father  2*'— To  cry  unto  God  ♦*  My  Father»» 
.  is  the  same  thing  with  calling  Him  "  Father  :**  but  merely 
to  call  Him  so  cannot  be  all  which  is  here  intended  :  since 
to  call  Him  ♦«  Father*'  is  as  easy  as  to  call  Chiist  •*  Lord," 
Wliich  of  Itself  we  know,  will  profit  us  nothing.  The  ex- 
pression must  evidently  mea^  to  make  Uim  your  Father  i  a 
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Father^  wbom  yoa  may  love,  honor,  and  obey.     It  impliea 
that  yon  really  become  His  chUdreB :  that  you  look  ap  to 
Him  as  a  Father,  with  reverence,  affectbn,  and  awe  :  that 
yoa  commit  yoarselves  to  his  care  and  keepiogf  and  with 
composore  and  confidence  rely  on  his  fatherly   protection, 
and  love. — ^This  is  what  yon  are  here  invited  to  do.     But 
how  can  yon  do  this  ?  Instead  of  beinga  child  of  God,  have 
you  not  been  an  enemy  to  Him  by  wkked  works  ?  Have 
yoQ  not  by  dttobedtenoe  finieiled  bis  favor,  and,  like  the 
Prodigal,  have  pat  yourselves  out  of  his  family  t  How  then 
can  70U  look  np  to  him  as  aFather  ?  How  can  you  hope  that 
He  will   look  upon  yon  as  a  child  ?  What  confidence  can 
yon  have  towards  Him  i  Under  sneh   circumstances  con- 
fidence will  be  presumption ;  and  to  rely  on  his  fatherly 
care   of  you,   altogether  delusion. — ^This  indeed  would  be 
true,  had  He  not  revealed  a  way,  in  which  notwithstanding 
your  uBworthiness  and  guilt,  you  may  yet  call  Him  Father 
without  presumption,  and  find  your  confidence  in  Him  to  be 
no  delusion.     And  that  way  is  by  believing  in  Jesus  Christ, 
whom  He  hath  sent.     Bdieve  with   the  heart  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  all  the  distance  which  sin  has  made  be- 
tween your  soul  and  Grod  shall  be  utterly  done  away.     He 
is  **  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  himself  :*^  and  in 
Christ  you  wiU  find  him  a  reconciled  father  to  you.     For, 
as  St.  Paul  says, ''  Te  are  all  the  Children    of  God  by 
fmtb  in  Christ  Jesus ;'' '  and  St.  John,  '^  to  as  many  as  re- 
ceived  Him,  to  them  gave  He  power  to  become  the  Sons  of 
God,  even  to  them  that   bdieve  on  His  name.''"*     By  faith 
we  are  made  one  with  Christ :  and   being   one   with  Him, 
His  Father  becomes  our  Father  )  His  God,  our  God.     Be- 
ing redeemed  by  His  Blood  from  the  bondage  of  sin  and 
death,  we  receive  the  adoption  of  Sons.     We  are  admitted 
into  the  family  and  household  of  God,  and  become  entitled 
to  the  present  privileges,  and  the  future  inheritance  of  that 
Glorious  Relation.     **  Because  Ye    are  Son$?'  (says   tiie 
Apostle  to  the  Galatians,)  ^*  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit 
of  His  Son  into  your  hearts,  crying  Abba,  Fathen'^f     <<  Be« 
ing  justified  by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  we  have  peace  with 
God  f*  and  being  taught  and  enlightened  by  the  holy  Spirit 
the  Com&rter  to  see  and  feel  ourselves  at  peace  with  Himt 

•  Gal.  fil  26..T4ohn,  i.  12,       t  Gal,  iv.  6. 
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we  learn  to  look  up  to  Him  with  confidence^  and  to  crj  to 
Him  indeed  **  My  Fattier  V* 

Here  then  you  may  more  distindly  see  what  fe  meant  by 
this  part  of  the  Proposal  in  the  text  When  the  Lord  pro- 
poses to  yott  to  cry  unto  Him  ^My  Father,"  in  other 
words  He  invites  you  with  the  heart  to  td^e  Christ  fbr  your 
Savioar,  and  by  fiuth  to  receive  Him  as  your  all  in  all,  **  of 
God  made  unto  yon  wisdom  and  righteonsness,  and  sancti- 
fication,  and  redempttM.''"!^  Areyoa  already  called  a  Chris* 
tian,  baptised  into  his  visible  Church;  outwardly  joimni^  in 
his  ordinances  ?  It  is  here  proposed  to  you  to  become  in- 
wardly  a  Christian ;  not  to  be  content  with  merely  bearing 
the  name,  bat  to  secure  to  yoaraelf  all  the  glorious  prhril^^es 
which  that  namc^  imports*  Do  you  already  make  something 
more  of  a  religious  profession  than  you  once  did,  than  many 
others  do  ?  Still  it  is  here  proposed  to  you  not  to  rest  satis- 
fied with  such  a  profession.  *  Come,  says  the  Lord,  give 
me  thine  lieart  Lay  bold  of  my  covenant  Behdd  I  stond 
at  the  door,  and  knock.  Open  unto  me  that  I  may  enter 
in ;  and  may  fill,  and  rule,  and  bless  thy  soul.  Then  shalt 
be  my  son,  my  daughter,  my  pleasant  child ;  and  I  will  be 
a  Father,  an  Almighty  Father  to  thee." 

Sdly.  The  next  particular  here  proposed  is  that  you  should 
ehoose  God  for  the  Guide  of  your  Youth.  This  point  in- 
deed necessarily  follows  the  other.  For  if  you  make  God 
your  Father,  you  cannot  but  choose  Him  tot  your  Goide. 
An  explanation  of  it  however  will  help  more  clearly  to  ex- 
hibit the  full  meaning  of  the  invitation. 

As  to  make  God  your  Father  implies  tliat  you  love,  and 
fear  Him,  and  put  your  whole  trust  in  Him  ;  so  to  choose 
Him  for  your  Guide  signifies  that  you  r^^ard  his  Aufliority, 
follow  his  Will,  and  comply  vrith  his  Directions.  Now 
there  are  two  ways  especially,  in  which  €tod  makes  known 
his  Will  to  you,  and  shews  what  He  would  have  yon  to  do. 
First,  by  his  Word.  The  BiUe  which  is  God's  Word, 
is  given  to  us  on  purpose  to  he  a  *<  light  unto  our  feet,  and 
a  lamp  unto  our  paths.*'  It  teaches  us  both  by  precept  and 
example.  It  instructs,  reproves,  threatens,  persuades,  and 
encourages  us.  It  tells  us  what  to  do,  and  what  to  leave 
undone  j  what  to  practise,  and  what  to  avoid.     It  discloses 

•  I  Cor,  i.  30. 
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U  as  wkat  is  pleMuiff  to  Qoji,  asd  will  be  proltable  to  us ; 
and  what  is  ^Bflesaing  to  Him,  and  will  be  haitftd  to  us. 
It  re?eik  to  m  Jesos  Christy  «<  a&  the  Way»  the  Tfnth,  and 
the  life  :''  bids  us  to  b^eve  in  Him  to  the  saving  of  out* 
Mwla:  dmctoaato  praytoihe  Father  in  His  Name  for 
ererjr  thing  we  need  ;  and  promises  that  oat  of  bis  Fulness 
we  shall  receive  a  full  sup^y  for  all  our  wants.  Thus  God 
instmcts  f  eu  by  his  Word. 

And  Secvndly,  by  his  Spirit  WhUe  God  gives  to  us 
His  Word  to  teach  as  outwardly,  He  voochsafes  also  his 
Sjpffit  to  teach  as  inwardly.  By  this  heavenly  Monitor  He 
Mdightenst  awakens^  and  directs  our  conscience.  Through 
his  secret  influence  on  the  heart.  He  puto  into  us  holy  desires, 
and  good  coansels ;  si^;gesto  to  us  the  way  in  which  we 
oogjbt  to  walk  $  reproves  us  when  we  go  wrong ;  commends 
US  when  we  do  right ;  faithfully  reminds  us  of  the  conse- 
qaeoces  of  disobedience ;  and  graciously  seto  before  us  the 
Glory  that  shall  be  revealed.  In  this  manner  you  are 
taught  by  the  Spirit. 

When  therefore  God  proposes  to  you  in  the  text  to  choose 
Him  fior  the  Guide  of  your  youth  He  invites  you  in  other 
words  to  give  np  yourselves  to  the  blessed  teaching  of  His 
"Word,  and  of  His  Spirit.  He  says  to  you,  *  Take  the  Bi- 
ble fcnr  yoar  giMe  and  rule.  Study  it,  and  let  it  be  mixed 
with  fiuth  in  yoor  heart  Believe  what  it  reveals.  Prac- 
tise what  it  commands.  Take  no  other  stondard  of  right, 
aad  wrong,  but  this.  Be  not  persuaded  by  wicked  and 
worldly  men  to  adopt  their  maxims  and  to  act  upon  their 
principles.  Listen  not  to  their  false  and  destructive  reasour 
ing.  Follow  me  folly  ;  and  have  respec^  unto  all  my  com- 
Bandments*  Attend  especially  to  the  iQfotions  of  my  Good 
Spirit  in  your  heart.  Do  not  resist,  a^id  grieve  Him.  Obey 
hisgcnttoy  friendly  voice.  Refuse  n6t  any  thing  which  He 
diracti  yon  to  ^.  Retain  nothings  from  which  He  requires 
yon  to  part  Be  assured  that  his  precious  consolations  will 
abundantly  compensate  for  every  loss.  He  will  shed  abroad 
within  you  that  heavenly  peace  which  passeth  all  under- 
nandiogiiaad  which  the  world  can  neither  give,  nor  take 
away.* 

Sdly.  There  is  one  other  Fartioular  still  proposed  to  you 
in  the  text,  namely,  that  you  should  do  these  things  instant- 
ly, without  delay.    ^'  Wilt  thou  mi  from  this  time  cry  unto 
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mt.  My  Fatkcr,  Thoa  art  the  Chiide  ^mj  Tooth  P^  Thertf 
18  in  all  raen  a  sad  propensitj  to  put  off  the  doing  e?en  of 
^hat  they  know  to  ie  right,  and  really  approve.  Thoogh 
the  judgment  be  convinced^  yet  such  is  the  nataral  tinwtl-' 
lingness  of  our  hearts  to  come  to  God,  and  dose  with  his 
offers,  that  we  too  often  say  to  oar  couvictfaHi,  as  the  trem- 
bling Felix  said  to  the  Apostle,  *'  Go  thy  way  for  this  time, 
when  we  have  a  convenient  season  we  will  call  for  thee.*' 
Any  season  but  the  present  appears  to  be  desirable ;  and 
while  the  carnal  mind,  which  is  enmity  against  God,  is  the 
real  cause  of  our  delay,  we  tatter  ourselves  that  those  things 
which  seem  to  us  the  causes,  will  in  a  short  time  cease  to 
opperate,  and  to  oppose  our  course. 

But  GoA  counsels  you  in  the  text  to  beware  of  this  self-- 
deception. He  reminds  you  that  there  is  no  time  like  the 
present  '  **  Wilt  thou  not  ^rom  this  time  cry  unto  me,  My 
Father  I  To  day  (says  He)  if  you  will  hear  my  voice,  bar* 
den  not  your  heart."  Put  not  off  to  another  day ;  no,  not 
till  to-morrow,  the  blessed  work  to  which  I  have  called  yoa# 
Take  Me  for  your  Father,  choose  Me  for  your  Guide^  (torn 
this  time,  from  this  day.  I  am  ready,  eVen  now  to  be  a 
Father  and  a  Guide  unto  you.  Be  you  as  ready  as  I  am  : 
nor  let  a  day,  an  hour  be  past,  till  in  your  heart  you  havo 
joined  yourself  to  Me  in  a  perpetual  Covenant^  which  shaU 
never  be  foigotten.' 

Such  are  the  Particulars  comprised  in  the  proposal  in 
the  text.     I  shall  now  endeavor, 

II.  To  point  out  some  Motives  for  comfdiance^  which  the 
passage  itself  seems  to  suggest 

1st  I  would  remind  you  of  the  Grace  and  Caiidescentiom 
of  the  Proposal  here  made  to  you. — Doth  the  Lord  God  Al- 
mighty, who  dwelleth  in  the  Highest  Heaven,  whom  the 
Heaven  of  Heavens  cannot  contain,  doth  He  gracioudy  offer 
to  become  your  Father,  and  your  Ghiide  ?  Doth  He  conde- 
scend to  invite  you  into  his  family,  to  intreat  you  to  be  nnm- 
bei*ed  with  his  Children,  and  to  entrust  yourself  to  his  Care» 
and  Love  ?  Surely  such  a  Pn^sal,  so  rich  and  precious  in 
itself,  coming  from  such  a  quarter,  urged  in  soiree  and 
tender  a  manner,  ought  of  itself  to  engage  and  win  your 
i  oropliaoce.  How  will  you  be  able  to  answer  it  to  your 
conscience^  if  you  should  resist,  and  reject  so  much  mercy  i 
How  can  you  find  it  in  your  heart  to  resist  and  reject  it  ? 
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CMUe^  ^wbct  maiiMr  rf lore  is  (U09  Out  ym  aborid 
te  eriM  the  OUIdreii  f»r  God  r  Wlurt  intnite  conpassion ! 
VKilKoiindQMQiMrc^!  TiMit  the  Lord  sboiikl  not  only  bare 
proTided  a  wiy;  aiid  tticfc  a  way ;  a  way  $0  purchased,  $0 
provided,  evm  with  the  bkod  of  bis  dear  Son  ;  a  way,  id 
which  you,  aaworthy  as  ymi  afe  d(  bis  faro^,  and  eren  just- 
ly desorriag  of  his  wrhtt^  miy  yet  recelte  the  adoption  of 
Obildren  ^— bat  also;  that  He  should  be  the  first  to  oflfer,  nay, 
tosoUtityeatoaceepttheiegradoQst^mis  of  peace  andre* 
eoiicifiatioB !  Ton  perhaps  bare  hitherto  paid  HtOe  regard  to 
HiiB«  Tm  bare  tboQ^t  his  gentle  senice  a  bard  yoke. 
Too  have  in  yo«r  heart  dislike  bis  holy  im  and  waya 
Too  have  got  at  a  distance  UrMB  EHmt  have  preftri'ed  anoth* 
^  Master,  and  chosen  anotlier  Chklde.  And  now  what  are 
his  feeBiIgs  i  what  id  bis  behavior  towards  yon  ?  Does  He 
fed  rtsiratnmit  towards  yon  ?  DoeA  He  frown  upon  you  ? 
Does  He  say  of  ymi,  *^  Let  him  alone,  he  is  joined  unto 
Mob  i**  Does  He  say  to  ybo,  *  Depart  Croii  me.  Be  flUed 
wkh  the  flmit  of  your  dwn  devices.  RiMtp  that  wMch  you 
have  sowtt  T— No.  He  anxiootiy  desires,  and  seeks  your 
hi^pineBs.  His  bowds  yearn  over  you.  He  longs  for  your 
return.  He  aBbctionaleiy  entreats  you  to  (jome  back  to  Him, 
and  to  share  the  blessings  which  He  has  provided  for  yon« 
<'  WatTbon  notton  tUs  time  cry  unto  me.  My  Father,  Thoit 
art  the  Guide  of  my  TcNtth  1^  Can  you  withstand  this  press- 
ingiavitalion  ?  Are  you  not  drawn  with  these  cords  of  love  ? 
Is  not  your  heart  constrained  to  answer,  ^Thou  art  my 
Father^  Thon  sAall  be  the  Guide  of  my  Toutb  V 

2.  I  would  put  you  in  mind  of  the  BrnMOiuMenesB  of  such 
a  proceeding.  This  holy  choice,  this  wise  surrender  of 
yours^to  God,  how  good,  how  profitable  will  it  be  for  yon ! 
How  powerfoUy  does  your  own  interests  lead  you  to  com- 
ply with  the  Proposal  in  thd  text ! 

Where  will  you  find  a  Fhther  Kke  God,  who  can  love 
you  as  He  wHl  love  you  5  who  can  provide  for  you  as  He 
will  provide  for  you  ?  Perhaps  you  may  be  already  depriv- 
sd  of  your  earthly  parents :  or  if  they  still  be  continued  to 
you,  yet  you  may  soon  be  deprived  of  them.  But  if  the 
Alndghty  be  your  Father,  He  will  honour  Father  for  ever. 
Ho  wUI  never  leave  you  nor  forsake  you.  Your  earthly 
pnttDts,  however  strong  may  be  their  love  to  you,  howev- 
cr  mxions  their  desire  of  doing  yon  good,  can  do  but  little 
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fbi*  you.  There  are  numberloss  evib  firom  whkb  they  can- 
not  protect  you.  There  are  innvmemUe  Uesatags  which 
they  can  noYer  insure  to  you.  But  your  heavenly  Fatber» 
if  indeed  you  take  Him  for  your  FalheTf  is  aUe  and  migb* 
ty  to  save,  and  to  bless  yon  to  the  utiennost 

Where  also  will  yon  find  such  a  Guide  of  your  Youth  ae 
God  I  Entering  on  an  ensnaring  world,  surrounded  hg 
countless  temptationsy  solicited  on  every  side  to  folly  and  to 
slay  without  experience  and  without  strength,  what  reason 
have  yon  to  acc^tand  value  the  oierof  a  HeavoJy  Guide, 
who  alone  can  conduct  you  in  peace  and  safety  through  aH 
these  intricate  paths,  and  can  bring  you  at  last  to  eternal 
rent  and  happiness !  Refuse  the  oflTer  of  his  heavenly  Guid- 
jtnce,  and  where  will  ywr  trust  be  placed  i  You  will  be  like 
a  Tessel  in  a  boistenous  sea  without  a  Pilot  to  direct  your 
course.  The  ^ort  of  every  wind,  the  victim  of  every  cur* 
I'entf  you  cannot  but  quickly  split  on  some  of  those  many 
rocks  and  shoals  which  wait  for  your  destruction. — Then 
choose  the  Lord  for  your  Guide  He  will  be  with  you  in 
danger.  His  grace  shall  be  sufficient  for  you«  The  winds 
and  the  waves  obey  bis  voice.  He  will  comfort  you  with 
his  presence.  He  will  strengthen  you  with  his  spirit.  He 
will  support  you  with  his  arm.  He  will  preserve  you  from 
sinking.     He  will  brii^g  you  at  last  into  the  desired  haven. 

3.  I  would  call  to  your  notice  the  Se(uonabknes$  of  the 
Proposal  in  the  text.  ^^  Wilt  thou  not  from  thU  time  cry 
unto  me.  My  Father  2'^  Is  not  thi$  time  the  most  conve- 
nient, the  most  seasonable  for  the  duty  proposed  ?  The  time 
past  cannot  be  recalled.  You  may  deep\y  regret,  that  you 
have  hitherto  neglected  to  make  God  yonr  Father^  and  to 
choose  Him  for  the  Guide  of  your  youth.  But  regret  will 
not  recover  the  time  which  is  past  Opportunities  lost  are 
gone  for  ever.  Your  business  is  to  improve  those  which  re- 
main. The  present  time  is  still  your  own.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  time  that  is  past,  and  the  opportunities  that  are  lost ; 
yet  time  and  opportunity  await  you  still.  God  stiU  waits  to 
be  gracious.  He  stUI  invites  yuu.  He  still  says  to  yon* 
<<  Now  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day  of  Salvation.'' 
Wilt  thou  not  then ^rom  this  time  cry  unto  me  ? 

It  may  be  that  there  are  some  circumstances  in  your  case, 
which  give  peculiar  wdght  to  this  expostulation.  It  amy 
be  that  at  this  present  juncture  the  Lord  is  enforcing  by  his 
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Providence  the  gncioas  iiiTitations  of  his  word.  Perhaps 
you  are  under  aflliction.  Deprived  of  some  earthly  comfort^ 
you  are  feeling  the  vanity  of  the  worM.  Tou  are  tauj^t 
the  folly  of  human  dependancies.  Tou  are  looking  about  for 
some  better  Foundation  than  what  this  world  can  (umtsh. 
Or  possibly  you  are  eiq>eriencing  the  nercy  of  the  Lord. 
He  has  heard  your  cry,  and  has  brought  you  out  of  troublel 
He  has  raised  you  from  the  bed  of  sickness,  and  has  brought 
yoa  back  from  the  brink  of  the  grave.  He  has  turned 
awBjr  some  heavy  calamity  which  you  feared,  and  has  given 
you  joy  instead  of  mourning. — Surely  under  any  of  these 
circumstances  He  pleads  with  additional  force,  when  He  says 
to  yout  *'  Wilt  thoti  mi  from  Ms  Hm^^^JUB  time  of  AflUc- 
tion ;  this  tune  of  Deliverance ;  this  tioiie  of  Bejoicing— 
^  WUt  tlwu  not  cry  nnio  me,  My  Father,  Thou  art  the 
OoideofMyTottth?^ 

Maj  there  be  some  hearts  present,  w1k»  echo  back  ibis 
language !  May  there  be  some  who  fed  the  oonstraMog  ia- 
loence  of  these  united  ailments ;  who  are  at  this  moment 
conscious  of  a  secreti  of  an  earnest  desire  of  gtvtog  up  them- 
selves to  God  now  in  the  days  of  their  Tooth  ! — I  trust  tfiat 
the  Good  Spirit  of  our  God,  which  has  pot  this  desire  into 
your  heart,  wfll  enable  you  to  fuMI  it!  Let  me  exhort  yoa 
for  yoar  parts  seriously  to  set  about  the  solemn  duty.  As 
one  ^ep  to  this  great  end,  embrace  the  next  opportunity, 
which  nay  recur,  of  devoting  yourselves  to  the  Lord  at 
his  Table.  The  Blessed  Sacrament  of  His  Body  and  Blood 
is  that  appointed  ordinance,  in  whfeh  you  may  most  prop- 
eriy  renew  your  Christian  Covenant,  and  present  yourself  es 
a  livfaig  sacrifice^  holy  and  acceptable  to  God.  There  the 
Lamb  ef  God,  who  died  to  save  you,  sets  forth  the  precious 
.  memorials  of  his  love.  There  He  waits  to  meet,  to  receive, 
to  comfort,  to  strengthen  every  humble,  earnest  soul. — 
There  then  let  it  be  yow  object,  your  desire,  your  study 
to  meet  Him.  Set  your  heart  to  the  work.  Pray  to  Him 
for  grace  to  dispose  and  qualify  you  for  this  solemn  service. 
Come  with  humility,  fear,  and  crust  Come  with  repentance, 
Mkh,  and  love.  And  may  the  Lord  make  you  willing  in 
the  day  of  his  power ;  that  so  He  may  be  your  Fatlicr  and 
your  Chiide  in  tliis  world,  and  your  everlasting  portion  and 
happiness  in  the  world  to  come ! 
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9ERM0N  VL 

The  Word  of  the  Lard  Glorified. 

a   THl^SSALOXIiJK^S^    Hi.    U 

Finallyy  Brethren^  pray  for  us,  that   the   Word  of  the  Lord 
may  haroefrct  course  aitd  be  glorijiedf  even  as  it  is  with  you. 

AMONG  the  Epistles  of  St  BauU  there  are 
iia»e  oraro  pleasing  and  interesting  than  the  two  to  the 
Ghurch  of  Tbeosalonica,  The  Apostle  seens  to  have  fdt  a 
pecoliar  aflfection  for  the  members  of  timt  Church,  and  to 
have  reflected  on  the  time  ^whioh  he  had  spent  among  thorn, 
With  ttngalar  satiaGMtion.  Indeed  the  socscess  of  his  latiots 
iimong  them  had  been  ?ery  considerably.  For  though  ho 
had  ^  spoken  uM)o  them  the  Got^l  of  God  with  much  con- 
tention ;''  and  ever  since  his  departure  thej  had  endured 
much  tribulation  and  persecution;  jret  they  appear,  and 
probably  from  tbes^  very  circumstances,  to  haye  been  re^ 
markabjy  free  from  thoaa  corruptions  and  dtvisiona  with 
which  the  other  Christian  Churches  were  in  general  infeot- 
iidf  and  in  a  very  conspicuous  manner  to  have  maintained 
and  adorned  tbeir  seUgious  professhm.  Hence  it  is,  that 
in  these  Epistles  we  meet  \ritb  m  Kttle  of  censure  and 
reproof.  In  respect  to  the  Thessalonians  (with  a  very  ' 
slight  exoeptiou  as  to  some  indivtdufds,)  there  is  noting 
but  commendation  and  praise,  and  an  the  Apostle's  part  sat- 
i^iaotion  and  tbankfcdnees.  Thus  we  find  in  tiie  text,  that, 
witli  great  earnestness  and  bumtfii^  having  desired  their 
prayers  in  bis  behali^  that  <<  the  wofd  of  the  Lord  might 
have  ij*ee  course  f^  that  it  might  nm,  as  the  word  Itterally 
means  ;  be  add&,  and  that  it  may  *^  be  (^rtfied,  even  «§  it 
13  with  J0^J^  He  represents  the  conduct  of  the  Thessa- 
lauians  not  only  as  doing  honor  to  the  Gospel,  but  as  do-* 
iiig  it  to  6i|cb  a  degree  as  to  make  them  even  apaHem  and 
a  standard  to  other  Churches.  Nay,  if  other  CharOhes 
flid  but  glorify  the  word  of  the  Lord  as  they  glorified  it,  the 
Apostle's  most  sanguine  expectations  and  wishes  would  bf; 
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Mlf  answencL  '<  Praj^  that  the  Word V  God  may  bo 
glori&ed,  even  a$  Uis  wilh  ymi/'— Now  if  we  consider  how 
ardent  and  anxious  was  St.  Fanl'o  desire  of  exalting  the 
Gospel,  and  how  high  were  his  ideas  of  Christian  at- 
tainments,  we  cannot  bat  regard  his  langoage  on  this 
eccaaion,  as  conveying  a  very  strilLing  comnendation  on 
the  Theaaalonian  Chorch  ;  widle  it  naturally  prompts  as  to 
enqidre,  what  those  particolars  in  their  conduct  were,  which 
catted  forth  tbese  strong  expressions  in  their  favor.  Nor  is 
tills  ao  enqoiry  of  little  moment :  for  in  whatever  respects, 
and  in  whatever  way  the  Word  of  the  Lord  was  ^orified  by 
tiieTtiesBalonians ;  in  the  same  respects^  and  in  the  same 
way,  so  fkr  as  circumstances  will  admits  it  doubtless  ought 
to  be  glorified  by  us.  Let  as  then  pursue  this  enquiry  with 
%  view  to  our  sclf-examiiiatton  and  instruction. 

b  car«fiiHy  reading  over  these  two  Epistles,  to  which. 
wt  have  referred,  we  shall  tnd  that  the  infermation  vMnck 
they  famish  on  the  subject  in  qu^ion,  may  be  considered 
as  relating, 

L  To  the  Way,  In  which  the  Word  of  the  Lord  had  been 
received  by  the  people  of  Thessalonica. 

IL  To  the  Change,  which  it  had  wrought  in  those  who 
luri  thus  reoMved  it 

IIL  T»  the  Fruit,  whidi  it  had  produced,  and  stOl  con- 
tamod  to  prodoce,  in  them. 

May  the  osanderation  of  tbese  Particutors  be  so  blessed 
to  OS,  that  the  Word  of  the  Lord  may  run,  and  be  glori- 
ied  wtth  us,  as  it  was  with  those  to  whom  the  Apostle 
wrote! 

L  As  to  the  FF^if,  in  wMch  the  Thessatonhms  had  re- 
ceived t|M  Word  of  the  Lori 

We  know  l^rom  the  short  account  given  of  St  Vm¥^ 
proceedings  at  Thessalonica,  that  his  success  in  that  city 
was  very  considerable,  and  probably  very  rapid.  The  larg- 
er nmber  indeed  oftho  Jews,  who  Imided  there,  as  inmort 
oOer  places,  where  the  Goqpel  was  preached,  rejected  it; 
aad  soon  stimed  up  ao  great  a  taaMdt  and  oppositton  again^ 
the  Apostles,  that  they  wert  obliged  to  leave  the  place.  In 
^  mean  time  howev«(r  the  Word  of  the  Lord  had  nm  among 
the  people :  for  ^  some  of  the  Jews  beHeved,  and  consorted 
Fith  Paul  aod  SBas^  and  of  the  devout  Greeks  njrreirt  hinI- 
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atiukf  and  of  the  ohier  WMien  m^  a  favJ^  And  St  Paiil^ 
in  Us  first  efMsfle,  clearl)^  countenances  this  ^iniony  when  he 
sajs,  *^  For  yoarsehrei.  Brethren,  know  o«r  entrance  in  nn- 
to  yon^  that  it  was  not  in  vain  .*''  a  mode  of  ezpressioa 
which  plainly  intimatcB  tlmt  bis  ministry  at  Thessalonica 
bad  been  mariLod  with  signal  success  and  had  made  rapid 
progress  among  the  inhabitants.  Indeed,  he  had  before 
aaM,  that  ^  the  Gospel  had  come  not  unto  tbem  in  word 
only,  bat  abo  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  much 
assnrance  :*'  and  that  they  had  ^'  become  followers  of  the 
Apostles,  and  of  the  Lord,  having  received  the  word 
(thongh)  in  mnch  aflUction  (yet)  with  joy  of  the  Holy 
Ghosf  And  afterwards  he  more  expressly  Ms  them, 
that  he  ^  thanked  God  widmnt  ceasing,  because  that  when 
they  received  the  Word  of  God,  whrch  they  had  heard  of 
.him,  they  had  received  it  not  as  the  word  of  men,  hot  as  it 
is  in  truth  the  Word  of  God.**!— Patting  all  these  passages 
together,  we  may  fairiy  conclude,  that  the  TtieMslonian 
Church  had  glorified  the  Word  of  the  Lord  in  the  FFojf, 
in  which  they  had  received  it  They  had  received  it  when 
it  had  been  preached  to  them,  with  readiness  and  humility* 
They  had  not  cavilled  at  its  doctrines,  nor  objected  to  its 
precepts.  They  had  yielded  a  speedy  assent  to  its  demands, 
had  admitted  the  proofii  and  testimonies  with  which  it  was 
confirmed ;  and  believing  it  to  be  the  Word  of  God,  they 
had  embraced  it  with  joy  ;  had  relied  on  it  with  confidence ; 
and  had  professed  themselves  (notwithstanding  the  afflictions 
and  persecutions  to  which  such  a  profession  had  exposed 
them,)  the  Followers  of  Christ  and  of  the  Churches  of  God. 
—Now  thus  to  receive  the  word  of  the  Lord  is  doubtless  to 
gUmfy  it.  Thus  to  embrace  and  profess  the  Gospel  is  to 
put  hbnor  upon  tlie  Gospel,  and  consequently  npon  Him» 
viiiose  Gospel  it  is. 

Let  us  enquire  then,  whrthor  tw  liave  tiius  received  and 
honored  it  ?  Let  ns  seriouriy  pat  the  question  to  onr  own 
hearts.  Have  we  glorified  tiie  Word  of  the  Lord  as  tb^ 
Thessalonians  did  ?  Have  we  received  it  bs  Bis  Word  i 
Bave  we  heard  it  witli  meekness,  listened  to  it  with  att^- 
tion,  bowed  to  it  with  humility,  and  obeyed  it  with  rfl  rc«^' 
iness  of  mind  ?  Have  vre  considered  without  prejudice  the 

*  Acts,  xvii,  4.        t  1  Thess.  i.  5,  6.— ii.    l?^ 
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mmj  di^nv  wkkh  it  i^^ln^  to  our  attonUoti  and  aocqit- 
«Boe ;  the  many  proofs  by  which  it  is  supported ;  the  many 
groanids  on  which  it  demands  our  most  implicit  faith 
and  obedience?  We  are  indeed  caUed  Christians,  and 
so  far  make  a  profession  of  embracii^  the  Gospel.  But 
have  we  reeliy  enoJiraced  it  ?  Have  we  embraced  it  on  con- 
TictkiA  of  its  being  the  Word  of  God  ?  Have  we  embraced 
H  froua  a  belief^  that  it  is  in  truth  *^  the  Power  of  God  unto 
Sa&vaiiM  ?^'  When  the  Gospel  was  preached  to  the  Thcssa- 
loaJan3»  tbey  received  it  with  joy.  Let  us  call  to  mind  for 
haw  mmj  years  the  joyful  sound  may  have  been  proclaimed 
to  us.  And  have  we  received  it  with  joy  ?  Alas !  Has  it 
not  been  soonded  in  the  ears  of  flone  of  us  to  no  purpose^ 
evea  ta  this  day  7  Have  not  invitations^  commands,  entrea* 
tifiSy  tiane  after  time,  been  urged  upon  ns  in  vain  ?  The 
ThessaloniaBS  received  the  Word  with  joy,  even  though  it 
eame  acconpanied  with  much  affliction,  and  entailed  on  them 
great  persecutions.  To  us  it  has  cobm  without  these  tbingso 
Snrdy  then  if  we  rec^ve  it  not,  these  Converts  will  rise  up 
in  judgment  agaiiist  us  and  condemn  us.  For  they  glori- 
Aed  ti^  Word  of  the  Lord ;  but  we  dishonor  it  They 
viteed  Ub  gracious  message^  but  we  make  light  of  it.  They 
received  it  with  j^adness,  and  rejoiced  in  it  under  all  their 
afBicUona.  We  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  it,  and  think  to  be  hap- 
py in  rejecting  it  Let  us  remember  the  decfairations  of 
the  AIm%faty,  which  applies  to  His  Word  no  less  than  to 
Hiosetf ;  '<  Them  that  honor  me,  I  will  honor :  but  they 
ttu^  despiae  me,  shall  be  lightly  esteemed.^^* 

Let  us  now  consider, 

U.  The  Chmgtf  wliicb  the  Word  of  the  Lord  had  wrought 
in  these  Thessalonians. 

The  Gonpely  or  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  is  the  Instrument, 
which  He  has  appointed  for  the  reformation  of  mankind  ; 
tor  **  turning  them  fi-om  darkness  to  light,  from  tbe  power 
of  Satan  onto  God.''  Now  when  the  Word  produces  this 
effect ;  when  it  thus  turns  and  changes  men ;  then  it  is  glo* 
rified«  tta  power  is  seen,  felt,  and  acknowledged.  All  who 
witness  the  eflect,  must  own  the  pnwer  of  the  Infitiniroeiit  by 
which  it  has  been  wrought,  and  must,  secretly  at  least,  con- 
less  «  This  hath  God  done.''— How  then  in  this  respect  had 

«  X  9fitmael»  M.  SO. 
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the  ThetadoBiaiMglorffied  the  Werd  olCftdl  ?  WlMrt  Chm^ 
bftd  it  wroaght  in  tlieiii?  St  Paol  toils  iis»  tluit  it  ImmI 
^  wrought  dTectoally  in  tbem  :**  and  the  effect  was  tbis^ 
<^  They  had  turned  to  God  from  idob  to  serve  the  livfaig. 
and  true  God^  and  to  wait  for  his  Son  from  heafon;''*  Be- 
fore the  Goq»el  had  been  {nreacbed  among  tbem^  they  bad 
been  Idolaters,  worshipping  the  Creature  InsU^d  of  tbe  Cre* 
ator.  They  had  been  sunk  in  heatbeii  ignoranoa  and 
darkness,  had  served  idds  of  wood  and  stone>  and  were  fir- 
ing altogether  without  God  in  the  woHd.  But  now^  bav- 
hig  i*eceived  tb^  Word  with  joy,  they  had  been  ^  broi^iit 
out  of  darkness  into  mttrvdlcfus  lighf  Tliey  bad  forsaken 
tliese  vanities,  bad  renounced  their  Idob,  and  bad  reUn- 
quished  their  heathen  practices.  Instead  of  the  Gods  many^ 
and  the  Lords  many^  whom  tliey  had  formerly  served,  tbey 
were  now  become  the  Servants  of  Jehovah ;  they  *^  wor- 
sUfped  God  in  the  qiirit  and  r^iced  in  Christ  Jesus,'' 
looking  for  bis  glerions  a^iearance,  when  He  ifaorid  b^  re- 
vealed from  heaven  <*  to  be  glorified  in  bis  Saints,  aild  to  be 
admired  in  M  tbem  that  believed."  What  a  change  was 
this  !  How  clearly  did  it  prove  that  the  Instrumihrt^  wfaich 
had  wrought  such  an  effect,  was  Indeed  **  mighty  tal  opera- 
tion,'' **  m^hty  through  God  to  the  puHing  down  bf  str«>ng 
holds,'*  <«  the  Power  of  God  unte  Salvaftion  \**  Who  could 
bebeM  these  -  Christian  Converts  turned  from  their  dumb 
Idols  to  serve  the  Living  and  True  Gdd,  without  hfting 
that  the  Preaching  of  tlie  GospM  had  done  great  things  ? 
Wicked  men  indeed  might  resist  this  cmviction ;  they 
might  deny  this  concloiiion.  But  surely  every  ooasiderata 
mind  must  allow  that  the  Word  of  the  Lord  was  gfnifUd  in 
the  Conversion  of  these  Thessalonians. 

Here  then  is  another  sutjcct  for  enquiry.  Has  the  Word 
of  the  Lord  been  thus  glorified  in  us  ?  Has  it  wrmigtd  effte* 
tnaUjf  in  us  ?  Has  it  turned  and  changed  us,  and  proved  it* 
self  to  be  tiie  Word  of  the  Lord  by  the  evident  alteration, 
which  it  has  made  in  our  hearts  and  lives  2  Periuq^  it  may 
be  said,  *  We  have  never  been  Gentiles.  We  bav^  never 
served  Idols.  We  have  been  always  Ctolstians.  How  then 
can  such  a  Change  as  was  wrought  in  the  Tbessakmans, 
have  been  produced  in  us  ?"^-It  is  true,  we  have  been  Chris* 

*  1  Thcss.  L  ^  la 
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! ;  mht  as  having  Ubnged  to  the  oirtward  and  visible 
Churck  cao  have  made  us  Cliristians.  Bat  have  we  beea 
Chriatiatis  xcU/dn  ?  Has  the  inntr  state  answered  to  th^  oat- 
vard  profiBssioa  ?  Doe.s  it  answer  to  it  now  ?  Before  this 
caa  be  the  ca^  there  most  have  been  as  great  a  moral 
ckaage  in  us  as  there  was  in  the  Thenalonians.  Let  as 
recolleoti  that  we  were  by  nature  Grenttles  ia  heart.  Our 
8piil  was  estrai^^ed  firom  God,  and  had  no  pleasure  in  Him. 
AaA  wfaal  hMS  our  practice  been  ?  If  we  have  been  free  from 
grom  siaBf  and  scandalous  vices«  yet  surely  we  must  admit 
timt  we  have  served  divers  lusts  and  pleasures ;  that  we 
iMive  followed  the  course  of  '^  this  present  evil  world  $"  and 
have  loved  and  served  the  Creature  more  than  the  Creator* 
And  what  is  all  this,  but  spiritual  Idolatry  ?— Have  we  then 
been  tamed  frimi  these  things  ?  In  these  respects  has  a  great 
change  been  wrought  in  us  ?  Have  we  renounced  these  van- 
iHeSf  these  Idols  ?  Are  we  no  longer  living  after  the  fleshy 
and  the  world  ?  Has  the  GUispel  redeemed  us  from  our  vain 
ooQvertation^  ao  that  we  are  no  longer  fashioning  ourselves 
after  our  fonner  lusts  in  our  ignorance  ?  In  a  word,  are  we 
new  serving  the  Living  and  True  Gh>d»  and  waiting  for  his 
Sott  from  heaven  ?  Are  we  spiritual  Worshippers  of  Ood  ? 
Do  we  daily  prove  odr  hearts  before  Himy  and  serve  Him 
%rilli  our  spirit  in  the  Qospel  of  his  Son  ?  Are  we  sincere 
Beliarers  in  that  Son  ?  Do  we  depend  solely  on  his  merits  and 
proaiaes  for  pardon  and  strength  ?  Do  we  constantly  keep 
in  flund  the  iccoont  which  we  must  give  to  Him  as  our  judge  i 
And  are  we  deairoud  only  of  <^  winning  Him/'  and  of  **  being 
fondl  in  Him  2"  If  the  Word  of  the  Lord  haVe  not  wrought 
these  things  in  our  hearts ;  if  it  have  not  thus  turned  us, 
Sod  brooght  us  to  be  new  Creatures  in  comparison  of  what 
we  once  were,  it  is  not  as  yet  glorified  in  us.  We  may  have 
heard  of  its  transforming  power :  but  we  have  never  our- 
selves experienced  it.  We  are  yet  strangers  to  its  gra- 
caoiis  and  mighty  operations.  However  it  may  have  obtain- 
ed the  assent  of  our  understandingf  it  has  never  yet  reached 
onr  iieart,  so  as  to  have  fixed  itsdf  there,  and  to  shed  abroad 
ite  heavenly  influence  in  our  soul.  Let  us  be  assured,  that 
the  Gospel  has  more  to  do  in  us  and  far  us,  than  we  are 
yet  aware  oL  Ood  grant  that  it  may  do  this !  that  it  may 
come  to  OS,  as  it  came  to  the  Thessalonians,  not  in  word 
Vol.  Ih  9 
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6iily»  but  also  in  power»  and  in  (he  BMy  Obost !  So  bIiaU  we 
find  it,  as  tbe7  found  it,  <<  The  Power  of  God  unto  Salva- 
tion/' 

Let  us  consider, 

IlL  The  Fruitf  whicb  the  Gospel  had  produced,  and  stiU 
continued  to  produce^  on  these  Thessalonian  Coaverts. 

The  Preaching  of  the  Word  is  frequently  compared  in 
Scripture  to  the  sowing  of  seed.  Now  the  intentknt  of  Sow- 
iag  tlie  Seed  is  that  it  may  bring  forth  Fruit :  and  in  pro- 
portion to  the  Fruit  produced  is  the  Husbandman  rewarded 
for  his  toil  and  pains.  Thus  in  proportion  to  the  Fiuit 
which  the  Gospel  produces,  is  God's  design  in  publishing  it 
answered,  and  his  Wisdom  manifested*  **  Herein  is  my 
Father  glorified  (says  our  Saviour)  that  ye  bear  much 
Fruit"*  The  Gospel  never  appears  so  clearly  to  be  <<  the 
Power  of  God  and  the  Wisdom  of  God  f*  as  when  those 
who  profess  to  have  received  and  embraced  it,  ahmv  ferth 
the  Fruits  of  it  in  their  life  and  conversation.  Let  us  see  then 
how  the  Thessalonian  Converts  in  this  respect  glorified  the 
Word  of  God.  What  is  the  testimony  whicb  St.  Pa«l  bears 
to  them  in  reference  to  this  point  ?  '<  We  give  thanks  to  Ood 
always  for  you  all,  (says  the  Apostle,)  making  meotion  of 
you  in  our  prayers,  remembering  without  ceasing  your  work 
effaithf  and  Mor  (if  lovCf  and  paUtnce  t^  hope  in  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ''  ^*  So  that  ye  were  onsamples  to  all  th#t  be*- 
lievc  in  Macedonia  and  Achaia :  for  from  yon  sounded  oot 
the  Word  of  the  Lord  not  only  in  Macedonia  and  Acbaiaf  but 
also  in  every  place  your faitli  to  Godward  is  spread  abroad." 
— *'  But  when  Timotheus  came  from  you  unto  us,  and  hrooght 
Us  good  tidings  of  your/oitA  and  Charitf/f  we  were  comfort- 
ed over  you  in  all  our  affliction  and  distress  by  yoyr  Jiufih." 
'*  As  touching  brotheriy  lovCf  ye  need  not  that  I  write  nalo 
you :  fur  ye  yourselves  are  taught  of  God  to  love  one  an- 
other :  and  indeed  ye  do  it  towainls  all  the  Brethren,  whicb 
are  in  all  Macedonia." — *^  Wherefore  comfort  yourselves  to- 
gether, and  edify  one  another,  even  as  also  ye  doJ*  ^*  We  are 
bound  to  thank  God  always  for  you.  Brethren,  as  it  is  meet,  be- 
cause that  your  faitli  groweUi  exceedinffly^  and  the  charity  of 
every  one  of  you  all  towards  each  other  aboundeth.  So  that* 
we  ourselves  glory  in  you  in  the  Churches  of  God  for  your 
^patience  and  faith  in  all  your  persecutions   and  tribulations 

♦  John,  XV.  8. 
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ttftt  ye  endHre/'"*^ — We  see  Trom  these  pas^iges^  what  was. 
the  Fndty  in  quality  and  in  measttre^  which  these  Theasa- 
lonuuM  bore ;  and  how  by  bearing  it  they  glorified  the  Gos- 
pel. They  were  distinguished  by  the  exercise  of  those  tru- 
ly Chrtatian  Graces^  Faith,  ShpCf  and  Loroe.  They  display- 
ed these  Fruits  of  the  Spirit  in  their  daily  life  and  conversa* 
tion ;  and  they  displayed  ttiem  in  a  very  eminent  degree. 
Their  FaUh  grew  exceedingly.  Their  Love  abounded.  And 
ttaetr  Hope  most  signally  shewed  itself  in  the  patience  and 
perseFennce,  which  they  manifested  under  all  their  heavy 
trials.  Nay,  so  great  was  their  proficiency  in  these  Chris- 
tian attminments^  that  they  became  examples  to  all  the  Be* 
lievers  in  the  neighboring  countries  $  that  ^*  from  them 
iowried  out  tiie  Word  of  the  Lord/^  in  these  striking  and 
Ueaeed  eSects  prodnced  by  it ;  and  even  the  Apostle  himself 
l^orified  of  th^n  in  the  Churches  of  God. 

flappy  18  the  Preacher,  who  can  thus  appeal  to  tlie  Fruits 
of  bis  doctrine,  as  displayed  in  the  lives  of  those,  who  profess 
to  have  embraced  it !  Strong  indeed  is  the  testimony  given 
to  the  Power  and  Excellence  of  the  Gospel,  when  thuse  wiio 
profess  itf  tfans  adorn  and  recommend  it  by  their  conduct. 

Here  then  is  a  still  further  subject  for  personal  enquiry. 
Do  HOC  fhnu  adorn  and  glorify  the  Gospel  i  Do  we  thus  shew 
fertii  its  power  and  excellence  in  our  lives  ?  Do  tre  abound 
io  CaHb,  bcpe,  and  love,  those  pure  and  genuine  Fruits  of 
true  Christianity  ?  If  the  Apostle  were  writing  to  us  and 
eolbrdiig  the  exercise  of  these  Christian  Graces,  could 
be  jostly  say,  as  he  said  to  the  Thessalonians,  <<  even 
as  Fe  also  do  T*  Let  us  endeavor  to  feel  the  importance  of 
this  enquiry.  As  Christians,  we  have  not  only  our  own 
Salvstion  at  stake,  but  the  honor  of  our  divine  Religion. 
We  are  required  to  uphold  that  honor  |  and  to  this  end  to  let 
it  be  seen  in  onr  own  conduct,  that  the  Doctrine  which  we 
hold  is  a  Doctrine  according  to  Godliness.  We  are  requir- 
ed to  be  ^  careful  in  maintaining  good  works,'*  to  "  let  our 
light  shuie  before  men,"  to  <^  hold  forth  the  word  of  life." 
WiAoiit  such  an  agreement  between  our  profession  and  our 
fractice,  far  from  glorifying  the  Gospel,  we  shall  dishonor 
aal  disgrace  it,  and  shall  furnish  occasion  to  those  who  are 
iodraed  to  speak  evil  of  it— Besides,  if  we  are  Christians 

♦  I  T^ca*.  L  2,  3.*.r,  8,-^  6,  ?r-iv.  %  Ip^v,  It  3  Thcss,  i.  3, 4. 
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iif deed,  we  shaU  anxiously  desire  that  other  persons  should 
become  so  too.  If  we  have  ourselves  tasted  that  the  Lord 
is  graciouSf  it  will  be  one  of  the  first  wishes  of  our  heart  to 
be  instrumental  in  making  others  partakers  of  the  like  pre- 
cious faith  with  ourselves.  We  cannot  but  desire  that  the 
Word  of  the  Lord  should  have  free  course ;  that  it  should 
run  and  be  glorified ;  that  it  should  spread  from  heart  to 
heart,  from  house  to  house,  from  place  to  place.  There  are 
probably  some,  possibly  many  individuals  among  our  Mends, 
our  acquaintance,  and  our  neighbors,  in  whose  spiritual  con* 
cerns  we  feel  a  lively  interest ;  and  for  whose  conversion 
and  salvation  we  anxiously  long.  The  Apostle's  Exhorta- 
tion in  the  text  shews  us,  in  this  case,  to  what  means  we 
must  primarily  have  recourse.  We  must  pray  for  this  bless- 
ed work.  It  is  God  only,  who  giveth  the  increase.  It  is 
the  Spirit  only,  who  can  open  the  heart  to  receive,  to  under- 
stand, and  to  love  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  There  is  no 
Teacher  like  Him ;  nor  will  any  one  learn  to  any  real  pur- 
pose, till  he  is  thus  taught  of  God.  But  in  respect  to  this^ 
as  well  as  to  every  other  Gift  from  above,  Prayer  is  the  ap- 
pointed Instrument  for  obtaining  it.  We  must  not  omit,  we 
must  not  cease  to  pray  for  those,  whose  spiritual  good  we 
have  at  heart  In  due  time  we  may  hope  to  reap,  if  we 
foint  not.  But  to  the  efficacy  of  our  prajers  for  them  in 
secret,  let  us  add  also  the  benefit  of  our  good  example  in 
their  sight.  Let  it  be  our  aim  by  a  suitable,  a  consistent, 
and  an  irreproachable  conduct  to  soften  their  prejudices,  and 
to  win  them  to  Jesus  Christ.  Let  them  see  in  us  a  clear 
and  a  bright  example  of  what  Religion  really  is ;  that  so 
their  mistakes  respecting  it  may  be  corrected.  Let  them  see, 
that  it  leads  those,  who  embrace  it,  to  be  kind,  cheerful,  and 
contented,  to  be  meek,  patient,  and  industrious.  Let  them 
see  that  it  enlivens  the  Spirits,  amends  the  tempers,  and  im- 
proves the  dispositions  :  that  it  makes  persons  orderly,  and 
submissive,  and  faithful  in  discharging  the  duties  of  their 
station,  and  ready  and  disposed,  so  far  as  their  means  may 
extend,  to  every  good  work.  In  short,  let  them  see  in  our 
example,  that  true  Religion  is  a  reasonable  and  a  happy 
thing ;  that  while  it  elevates  the  afiections  and  purifies  the 
heart,  it  makes  its  followers  happier  and  better,  than  all  the 
fe^t  of  mankind.     Thus  shall  we  glorify  the  Word  of  the 
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lord,  and  shall  be  instraneMtal  in  spreading  tlie  savor  of 
real  Christianity. 

**  Finally,  Brethren,  (h  the  words  of  the  Apostle,)  pray 
for  ns.^'  Pray  for  the  Ministers  of  the  Ckiepel,  and  espe- 
ciaDy  for  those,  who  minister  the  Word  of  Life  to  Tour- 
sdves.  Pray  that  they  may  he  fitted  and  strengthened  fcHr 
their  office,  and  directed  and  comforted  in  it  Pray  that 
the  Liord's  work  may  be  prospered  in  their  hands }  that 
His  Word  may  ran  and  be  glorified  through  thur  means. 
Toor  duty  and  yoor  interest  require  these  things  of  you.  See 
then,  that  yon  io  them.  So  may  you  hope  that  a  larger 
bkssing  ^rin  attend  their  labors  ;  and  that  through  the 
abondant  Mercy  of  God  both  to  yon  and  to  them.  Ton  may 
be  timr  ^  joy  and  crown  of  rejoicing,  even  Te  in  the  pres- 
ence of  onr  Lord  Jesos  Christ  at  bis  Coming.^'* 


SERMON  VIL 

The  Circumcision  of  the  Hearts 

ROMANS,  ii.  28,  £9. 

For  ht  is  not  a  Jer^f  which  is  one  outwardlif  ;  neither  is  tliat 
cireamciswn,  which  is  outward  in  thejksh :  but  he  is  a 
JeWf  which  is  one  inwardly  ;  and  circumcision  is  that  of 
the  heart,  in  the  spirit  and  not  in  the  letter,  whose  praise  is 
not  of  men,  hut  of  God. 

THE  rite  of  circumcision  was  one  of  the  sacra- 
ments of  the  Jewish  church.  It  was  appointed  by  God  as 
the  ceremony  of  admission  into  that  religion.  No  one  was 
allowed  to  partake  of  its  ordinances  and  privileges,  till  he  had 
first  submitted  to  this  rite  |  and  indeed  the  severest  threat- 
enings  were  denounced  on  all  who  should  refuse  to  comply 
with  it.  When  our  Saviour  therefore  came  into  the  worid, 
being  btim  under  the  (Jewish)  law,  he  submitted  to  this  di^ 


•  1  Thcss.  a  19, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


70 

vindj-appoinied  ordinance  f  because  in  evet7  ^>Ag  it  be- 
came Him  **  to  fulfil  all  ri^^bleousiiess/^  and  in  every  res- 
pect to  act  as  meii»  whose  nature  He  bad  assuaied^  were 
required  to  act. 

With  respect  to  the  design  and  object  of  the  sacra- 
ment of  circumcisioay  8t  Paul  tells  as  in  the  fiNirth  chap- 
ter of  the  Epistle  to  the  Romaas^  that  it  wae  both  a  rign 
and  a  $caL  It  was  a  rign  t»  represent  and  teach  ;  a  Mil  t^ 
ratifj  and  confirm*  What  it  rai^  and  ttmfirmti  was 
the  coTenant  of  grace.  It  was  a  <<seal  of  the  right- 
eoasness  of  faith.''  It  conveyed  and  secured  to  those,  who 
rightly  received  it,  and  complied  with  the  purpose  of  the  ia- 
stitotion,  a  personal  interest  in  ail  the  spiritual  promises 
contained  in  the  covenant  made  by  Gk>d  with  Abraham  ;  the 
chief  of  whkh  were  pardon  of  sin,  peaoe  with  God,  and  a 
title  to  eternal  life,  through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  tlie 
promised  and  expected  Saviour. — What  this  ordinance  repre- 
wnkd  and  tanghtf  was  the  corruption  of  our  nature  and  the 
necessity  <tf  tiiat  inward  mortification  of  sin,  and  of  that  re« 
newal  of  our  heart  to  hi^nesR,  which  is  so  indispensable  a 
requisite  in  ti*ue  religion  ;  and  which  St.  Paul  calls,  ^  the 
circumcision  made  without  hands,  in  patting  off  the  body  of 
the  sins  of  the  flesh.''*  Without  this  inward  circnmcision 
of  the  heart  the  outward  circumcision  of  the  body  was  of  no 
use.  Nor  did  this  sacrament  really  seal  the  spiritual  prom- 
ises to  any  but  to  those,  who  were  thus  made  partakers  oC 
the  spiritual  change,  which  was  signified  by  it.  This  is  the 
truth  which  St  Paul  expressly  asserts  in  tlie  text,  and  he 
had  great  reason  for*  asserting  it.  For  the  Jews  were  prone 
to  rest  in  the  outward  ceremony,  while  they  utterly  neglect- 
ed the  inward  grace,  and  to  suppose  that  they  were  inter- 
ested in  the  privileges  of  the  covenant  merely  because  they 
bore  about  them  the  external  badge  of  it.  This  was  a  nec- 
essary consequence  of  the  depravity  of  our  nature^  which 
always  leads  men  to  substitute  the  farm  of  religion  for  the 
fower  of  it,  and  to  prefer  aremanial  services  to  spiritual 
duties.  It  was  the  boast  of  the  Jews  that  they  were  the 
Children  of  Abraham,  the  Heirs  of  the  promises,  the  Tem- 
ple of  the  Lord :  while  at  the  same  time  they  were  utterly 
Restitute  of  that  faith  and  holiness,  which  such  a  profession 

♦  Cd,  il  4. 
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oipiied.  Tfaey  trusted  that  bccaoM  tlMjr  were  d rmmdeed, 
thqr  were  the  ftuHiriteii  of  HeaTen ;  wliile  at  the  mme  iimt 
thef  were  aUegether  atrangen  te  that  diapositioii  of  hearty 
to  which  alone  the  promwa  were  giTen,  and  the  favor  of 
Heaven  was  liaiited*  To  correct  these  mialaken  notions, 
and  to  lead  his  cottvtrynen  to  a  jnster  and  more  spirttaal 
view  of  the  niAject,  the  Apostte  here  dedarts  that  <'  He  is 
not  a  Jew,  which  is  one  oatwardly,  neither  is  that  Circom- 
eiaioB  which  is  outward  in  the  flesh ;  but  he  is  a  Jew  which 
18  one  inwardlj,  and  Circumcision  is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the 
spirit  and  not  in  the  lettw,  whose  praise  is  not  of  men; 
hot  of  God.'' 

Bat  the  Jews  are  not  the  only  persons,  to  whom  the  truth 
contained  in  this  passage  qiplies.  It  applies  to  Christians 
also.  The  place  which  circumcision  occupied  in  the  Jewish 
church,  baptism  now  occupies  in  the  Christian.  It  is  the 
sacrament  which  Christ  has  i^ipointed  for  admission  into 
Us  charah  |  and  like  the  Jewish  sacrament,  for  the  same 
purpose,  is  both  a  ual  and  a  $ign.  It  is  a  seel  of  the  prom>- 
ises  of  the  Christian  covenant.  It  is  a  sign  of  that  inward 
and  spiritual  worii  in  the  heart,  which  alone  will  qualify  us 
for  partaking  these  promises.  This  worl^  is  well  expressed 
in  the  words  of  our  Church-Catechism  to  be  ^^  a  death  unto 
sin  and  a  new  birth  unto  righteousness.''  in  otiier  words, 
it  is  that  inward  mortification  of  sin,  and  that  renewal  of 
the  heart  to  holiness,  the  necessity  of  which  was  signified 
by  the  rite  of  circumcision.  We  may  see  this  point  more 
folly  stated  at  the  end  of  the  baptismal  service  of  our 
Church,  when  in  the  concluding  admonition  having  bidden 
us  to  *^  remember,  that  baptism  does  rtfrtunt  unto  us  our 
profession  -/^  she  goes  on  more  expressly  to  state  the  mean- 
ing of  that  profession,  namely  that  we  should  '^  fbUow  the 
example  of  our  Saviour  Christ,  and  be  made  like  unto  Him ; 
tiSiat  9S  He  died  and  rose  again  for  us,  so  should  we  who  are 
baptised,  die  flrom  sin»  and  rise  again  unto  righteousness, 
oontinuskUy  mortifying  all  our  evil  and  oomq>t  affections, 
and  daily  proceeding  in  all  virtue  and  godliness  of  living/' 
— TUs  is  the  thing  s^pnifiii  in  baptism  ;  and  to  tliose  only 
who  have  it,  docs  this  sacrament  really  become  a  seaL  It 
ratifies  and  confirms  the  Christian  promises  to  all  those, 
who  have  put  off  the  old  man,  and  have  put  on  the  new 
man  ;  of  which  change  and  state  of  heart  the  great  constitu- 
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ent  parts  are  faith  and  repentance.  Snch  persins^  aocortf* 
ing  to  the  language  of  the  Old  Testament,  are  **  circmdcised 
in  heart ;"  according  to  that  of  the  New,  are  **  baptised 
with  the  Holy  Ghost  :"*  the  blessed  Spirit  of  God  beitfg  the 
sole  Author  of  this  glorious  work  in  the  soul« 

But  as  was  the  case  in  the  Jewish  church,  so  it  stiB  is  in 
the  Christian.  Persons  are  still  prone  to  trust  in  the  out- 
ward form,  and  to  neglect  the  inward  grace ;  to  pridt  them- 
selves on  the  sign,  whUe  thej  forget  and  overiook  the  thing 
signified.  What  is  the  ground  on  which  many  are  placing 
their  hopes  of  salvation,  but  this,  that  they  are  Chsistiaics  ; 
that  they  have  been  baptised  ;  and  by  this  sacrament  have 
been  admitted  into  the  Christian  church  ?  Being  thus  made 
partakers  of  the  outward  seal  of  the  covenant,  they  doubt  not 
of  their  title  to  the  spiritual  privileges  of  it  9  and  are  not  well 
pleased  with  those  who  would  question  their  right  to  the 
comforts  and  promises  of  the  GrospeL  To  aU  such  persons 
then  the  text  may  be  profitably  addi^essed.  It  may  be  use- 
ful to  them  to  be  reminded,  that  with  a  very  slight  altera- 
tion it  opposes  their  notions  as  directly  as  it  did  those  of  the 
Jews.  *^  For  he  is  not  a  Christianp  which  is  one  outward- 
ly ;  neither  is  that  Baptism  which  is  outvrard  in  the  flesh  ; 
but  he  is  a  Christian  which  is  one  inwardly  ;  and  Baptism 
is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  spirit  and  not  in  the  letter;  whose 
praise  is  not  of  men,  but  of  Ck)d.'' 

The  propriety  of  this  application  of  the  text  is  sorely  so 
obvious  as  to  requii*e  no  proofs  or  arguments  in  its  support. 
At  the  same  time  I  will  offer  a  few  considerations^  which^ 
with  the  divine  blessing,  may  help  to  explain  the  truths  con- 
tained in  it,  and  to  fix  them  more  deeply  in  the  heart 

Let  us  then  consider  what,  so  far  as  man  is  concerned,  is 
(he  great  design  and  end  of  Christianity.  It  is  the  happi- 
ness of  mankind.  To  make  men  happy  is  the  grand  ob- 
ject which  the  Christian  religion  proposes  to  accomplish. 
But  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  object  two  things  are 
necessary.  First,  men  must  be  reconciled  to  Gkid,  and 
brouglit  into  a  state  of  peace  and  favor  with  Him.  Second- 
ly, they  must  be  made  fit  in  heart  and  dispositions  for 
the  enjoyment  of  heavenly  happiness.  The  necessity  of 
these  two  things  arises  from  the  present  fallen  state  of  hu- 

*  Deut.  xxz.  6.  Luke,  iil  16. 
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wu  aatiire.  Sn  has  made  a  breach  between  ittan  and  QM. 
Before  then  tnan  can  be  happy^  this  breach  must  be  healed; 
if^ifc  also  loves  sin^  and  naturally  has  no  taste  or  relish  for 
hiy  pnrBoitfl  and  spiritual  pleasures.  Here  then  a  great 
change  alao  must  be  wrought  in  him»  before  he  can  enter 
Heaven  and  share  its  happiness.  Now  Chri^ianity  propos- 
es a  rennedy  for  both  these  evils.  It  offers  to  reconcile  us 
to  God,  anA  to  change  and  make  new  our  heart  and  nature. 
"Wbo  then  is  &e  true  Christian>  but  he  who  uses  and  appliesr 
ibis  remedy,  and  who,  by  using  it^  is  reconciled  to  God,  and 
is  made  a  new  creature  7  Do  we  not  see  that,  ^  long  as 
sen  are  at  variance  with  Gkklf  and  love  and  practise  what 
is  dj^eadng  to  Uim»  let  them  be  called  by  whatsoever 
aane^  and  bear  whatsoever  outward  marks  and  badges  of 
Christianity,  they  cannot  be  real  Christians  ?  Though  with 
Siinon  Magus  they  niay  have  been  baptised,  yet  with  that 
feuseiaUe  man  they  will  still  have  **  no  part  nor  lot  in  the 
matter,^  so  long  as  their  *^  heart  is  not  right  in  the  sight 
ef  God.''  While  this  is  the  case,  their  baptism,  their  profes- 
sion, tfieir  Christian  name  will  profit  them  nothing.  They 
are  *'  yet  in  the  gall  of  bitterness  and  in  the  bond  of  in« 
iqw^."* 

But  let  ns  go  further  into  detail;  Let  ns  consider  with 
more  attention  the  particulanr  of  that  remedy  which  the  Gos^ 
pel  proposes  to  nankind.  We  shall  then  distinctly  see  how 
littkd^  outward  thing  can  give  to  any  one  an  interest  in 
the  proflibes  and  privileges  of  Christianity.  The  remedy 
provided  in  the  Gospel^  like  the  evil  which  it  undertakes  to 
eare,  is  two-fold. 

1.  The  Gospel  opens  at  way  for  our  being  reconciled  to 
Qod.  It  represents  to  us  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the 
means  of  effecting  this*  reconciliation.  By  his  blood  He 
made  an  acceptable  Sacrifice  for  onr  sin£(.  By  his  one 
dfleriog  of  himself  on  th^  crods  He  satisfied  the  divine  jus- 
tice, and  so  took  out  of  the  way  that  obstacle,  which  had 
prevented  God  fH>m  shewing  mercy  to  man.  Thus  it  is 
said  that  <<  w^  who  sometime  were  afar  off,  are  brought 
aigb  by  the  blood  of  Jesus  :"  and  that  <*  we  who  were  en- 
eaies,  are  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son." 
This  Christ  is  said  to  be  "  our  Peace,"  who  hath  *<  redeem* 

«  Acte  vm.  31.  3S. 
Vox..  It.  10  • 
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6A  im  to  GM  bjr  Mb  blood }''  snd  "^  wm  made  wi  for  «i 
that  we  might  be  made  the  ri|^rteou«iieaB  of  Ood  in  Hitt.'^ 
— This  18  the  remedj  provided. 

But  haw  is  it  to  be  ned  and  i^iplied  7  It  is  iobeaoaeMed 
with  humble  faith»  and  rdied  qpm  with  a  hdiefiag  kape« 
Christ  is  <<  set  fbrth  as  a  propttiatia«  tfaffMghJUCik  in  Ua 
bloo4."  And  Us  ^  Righteousness  is  wto  aU  and  npon  aH 
them  that  believe.''  We  are  expressly  toU  that  it  k  ^faM 
which  justifies  f'  and  that «'  whoever  WH&vM  sbaM  oMatai 
remission  of  sins."  But  what  then  is  this  ftith  ?  Is  it 
merely  a  fancy  in  the  brain ;  a  notion  in  the  head  $  a  |ier^ 
saasion  in  the  mind ;  an  assent  of  the  naderstanding  7  Mo* 
It  is  a  grace,  a  princi^  in  the  hmtif  dac|»ly  ftssd  aad  abid- 
ing there.  It  is  ''  with  the  heart  that  man  bdfeVilh  wto 
righteousness.'' 

The  persons  who  really  beliefs  in  Christy  at»  liMse^  who 
feeing  their  guilt  and  misery  as  sinners,  bear  with  jay  of 
tlie  atonement  which  Christ  has  made  for  sin  on  the  crasa» 
and  wHh  the  heart  pot  their  whole  ttwt  fcr  pardon  and 
acceptance  in  bis  merits,  mercies,  and  promitfea.  Thaae 
persons  art  reconciled  to  God.  In  the  use  6f  the  reoi«4y 
provided,  their  deadly  wound  is  healed.  They  have  pease 
with  God  througli  Jesus  Christ :  for  their  ftuft  in  Christ 
uniting  them  to  Him,  secures  to  them  a  peroomd  intsnat  in 
every  thing  which  He  had  done  and  perohasod  §§r  sinners* 
Sec  then  the  foUy  and  vimity  of  racing  on  9my  dtoniwd 
distinctions,  on  any  name,  any  cerenumy,  or  any  ritew  Fm* 
none  of  these  can  do  the  office  of  &ith.  None  of  thsao  can 
nnite  us  to  Christ,  or  reconcile  us  to  Gofl.  Baptism  ia, 
indeed,  the  seat  of  the  rigMeousnoss  of  faith.  Bet  it  can- 
not snpply  the  place  of  faith.  It  confines  to  the  true  fe^ 
Uever  the  promises  of  God  in  Christ :  but  it  oannot  give 
any  interest  in  these  promises  to  him  ^ib  tdkmes  not. 
What  then  can  baptism  do-  without  Aiith  towards  wnkk^ 
our  peace  with  God  ?  It  can  do  notbingw  Onr  Cfaorcfa  haa 
expressly  toM  us,  that  one  of  the  reqeisileo  in  thane  who 
come  to  be  ba(itised,  is  <«  Faith  whereby  thoy  reoeive  dm 
Premises  of  God."  Beware  then  how  yon  trast  in  tUs 
seal  of  the  covenant ;  and  widarvalue  and  n^gkct  that  pre- 
cious Faith,  without  which  it  is  impossible  that  yon  can  be 
saved,  without  which  you  must  continue  separated  from 
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OMrtf  and  coHttqntnfljr  at  enmify  with  die  Uessed  God 
6r  9iwt  Bad  wer. 

SL  Tlw  Gaspel  opens  a  way  for  our  being  made  holy  and 
It  for  Heavoa.  This  obje^  it  eflfoets  through  the  influence 
aai  ageMjF  of  tte  Holy  Spirit^  who,  as  the  Cateehism  s^n 
tachea  na,  ^  saactifiaB  ail  the  deot  peo^  of  God/'  That 
AMirinAead^ofwych  we  haire  been  spealdiig,  and  which 
if  ia  fact  the  seed  of  aU  holiness  in  the  heart,  is  itself  the 
gilt  and  the  speratiaii  of  the  Holy  Ghost  But  He  does  not 
ify  80W  tke  seed.  He  brings  also  the  fruit  to  perfec* 
Haviag  convinced  the  aoal  of  sin,  and  led  it  to  a 
I  InHt  on  Jeans  Christ  for  pardon^  He  goes  on  to  puri- 
fy and  change  it  Having  wrought  in  it  that  <<  Repentance 
whcwifcy  we  fimsake  sin,*'  He  goes  on  to  deliver  it  more  and 
■Mve  fraai  the  power  af  corruption,  and  to  Ml  it  with  the 
frnUi  of  righiaaaonoos.  To  this  md  He  pots  into  the  lieait 
fMd  tiwogbto  and  My  desires ;  stirs  19  in  it  derout  aifec- 
ttaaa  and  pioas  reaoiotions  $  teaches  ^and  enables  it  to  resist 
the  deviiy  t»  renonnoe  the  world,  to  withstand  temptation^ 
ta  emcify  thaiesb ;  and  in  the  meantime  cheers  and  i^rength^ 
cnait  hy  divine  ootisalations  and  heavenly  siyports*  l^na 
ia  the  work  of  sanctiAcatien  advanced.  Hie  grace  of  the 
Holy  B^ril  ia  the  remedy  provided  for  the  care  of  our  nat* 
utA  camptian,  and  for  bringing  the  soni  into  that  afate  of 
spirMml  bealtfc  and  soundness,  which  forms  its  itarss  for 
the  enjoyment  ef  heavenly  happiness. 

Bat  how  is  this  remeify  to  be  applied  and  itted  ?  By 
yiaidhig  the  heart  to  theUeased  infloences  of  the  Holy  Spir- 
it |  by  ateki^  his  help  in  diluent  and  earnest  prayer,  by 
gimig  omnadves  up  to  his  guidance  and  direction,  obeying 
Ui  sadly  UEHitiians,  and  eonplyiug  with  the  snggeatbns  which 
Hapvli  into  oar  hearts ;  by  using  the  grace  which  He  gives 
taaainatmggliBg  against  the  devil,  the  wodd,  and  the  fleshy 
and  tbas  m  Bk  ttrtngA  gating  victory  ovor  our  coi»nip- 
tfsna^  and  cleansing  oursebes  firom  aU  ^hiness  of  the  flesh 
ttd  8pMt«  See  then  agmi  the  fMly  and  vanity  of  trusting 
ta  any  oahrard  di^ncthMi.  Nothing  but.  a  real  imward 
cbnnge  of  hearty  a  work  of  grace  on  the  sotd,  poodocing  in 
assphdtoial  aActienB  and  a  holy  UCe^  am  nudbe  us  fit  fur 
ikavHu  Baptism  ts>  indeed,  the  mgn^ot  this  inward  change ; 
hat  it  oannat  sqiply  the  place  of  it  The  washing  with 
water  TtfnmntB  the  was^ag  h^  th9  Haly  Ghost ;  hut  it  in 
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not  the  same  thing.  Far  then  from  trosting  onlj  to  the 
sign,  seek  after  the  thing  signified.  Seek  after  that  renew- 
al and  sanctiftcation  of  the  hearty  which  alone  will  foml 
your  meetness  for  Heaven.  Learn  from  the  statement  here 
given,  the  nature  of  true  religion.  It  is  an  iuward  thing. 
It  is  a  compound  of  faith  and  holiness ;  tiie  woriL  and  in- 
spiration of  divine  Grace.  Faith  is  the  seed,  the  root,  the 
principle.  Hdiness  is  the  branch,  the  fruit,  the  blessed  eC^ 
feots  produced  by  it.  This  is  true  Christianity.  It  is  fix- 
ed in  the  heart,  and  works  and  operates  in  the  life.  It  leads 
those,  who  partake  of  its  blessed  influence,  to  be  pious  and 
devout ;  to  be  meek,  humble,  and  patient ;  to  deny  them- 
•dves ;  and  to  take  up  their  cross  daily  ;  to  overcome  the 
world,  and  to  have  their  conversation  in  Heaven.  Now  of 
anch  Christianity  there  is  one  particular  stated  in  the  text^ 
which  we  shall  do  wdl  to  notice.  <*  Its  praise  is  not  of  men, 
but  of  God.''  True  religion,  such  as  it  has  been  here  de- 
scribed, has  never  been  a  favorite  with  the  world.  Men  in 
tMr  natural  state,  have  never  liked,  approved,  or  commend- 
ed it.  How,  indeed,  is  it  possiUe  that  they  diould  I  For  it 
<q)pose8  them  at  ev^y  step  $  it  crosses  them  at  every  turn. 
It  condemn^  their  views,  their  principles,  and  their  practices. 
When  set  before  them  in  descfiption,  or  presented  to  their 
eyes  in  the  holy  lives  of  Its  professors,  they  cannot  but  see 
and  feel  how  totally  it  differs  from  tkai  which  tiiey  caH  re- 
ligion, and  which,  consisting  in  forms,  notions,  and  ordi- 
nances, allows  them  to  indulge  the  fiesh,  to  walk  after  the 
course  of  this  worid,  and  to  serve  Mammom  more  than  God. 
True  Religion  ther^re,  has  not,  and  cannot  have  tiidr 
praise.  In  fhct  they  hate  it,  and  shew  their  hatred  by  speak- 
ing evil  of  it  They  hcdd  it  up  as  the  object  of  soom  and 
ridicule.  They  revile  its  doctrines,  they  slander  its  profes- 
sors. This  19  the  treatment,  with  which,  in  a  greater  or  a 
less  degree,  real  godliness  lias  always  met  from  an  ungodly 
world,  and  with  which,  in  a  greater  or  a  less  degres;^  it  motffc 
always  meet  Seem  the  wprid,  so  long  as  the  world,  cotttinaes 
to  be  ungodly,  and  to  lie  in  wickedness. 

Te,  then,  who  may  be  suffimng  from  the  enmity  of  tha 
world  for  conscience  sake ;  ye  who  may  be  revUed  and  des- 
pised^ because  ye  are  faitbfidly  serving  the  Lovd  Christ,  be 
^  surprised,  ^  as  thou^  some  strange  thing  had  faappen- 
^  nnto  you  f^  for  ^  the  same  afflictions  are  accomplished 
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k  year  hrathros^  wluch  «ie  in  the  worid.''  Bear  in  minlt 
thttt  if  yon  nre  of  tbe  true  drcnmcieionf  wiioy  as  St  Paul 
describee  thMD>  **  worefaq^  God  in  the  Bpirit,  and  rejoice  in 
Ciirist  Jeenoy  and  have  ne  confidence  in  Uk  ieeh  f**  yon 
BHiy  indeed*  have  no  praise  of  men^  hnt  yon  have  something 
which  in&nltdy  snrpaaees  all  ihtxe  praiser— the  praiae  of 
CM.  God  noio  sees  and  approvea  you,  and  turu^kr  wiD 
appear  in  yonr  favon  He  may  suffer  yeu  for  a  season  to 
endow  reproncb,  hut  in  dne  time  He  will  roll  it  aH  avay,  and 
wiU  cause  year  righteoosness  to  shine  forth  as  the  ann.  Let 
it  be  now  yeur  care  to  persevere  unto  the  end,  and  to  ap- 
prove yonr  heart  before  God.  Preferring  His  praise  to 
Ihat  of  men,  seeking  the  honor  which  conKth  from  Him  on* 
ly,  walk  humUy  and  aprighay  in  Us  sight.  Seek  to  grow 
in  faith  and  in  hdincss.  Aim  to  he  more  simply  dependant 
on  the  merits  and  promises  of  Jesus  Christ.  Look  more 
steadfastly  to  His  fulness,  for  a  sap^y  of  all  yonr  wants. 
Be  strengthened  with  might  by  Hia  ^irit  in  the  innw  man. 
Confess  him  with  yonr  lips  and  in  your  lives  before  the 
world*  And  in  that  day,  when  He  shall  come  in  glot7  te 
make  up  bis  jewels,  *<  to  be  gloried  in  his  saints,  and  ad^ 
maved  Ia  all  them  that  bdieve^''  He  will  confess  yon  before 
His  holy  Angels,  and  before  His  Father,  which  is  in 
Beaven. 

But  on  the  ^ber  hand,  wAat  in  that  day  will  be  the  state 
of  those,  who  shaU  he  foond  guilty  of  having  demised  and 
rejected  the  remedy  provided  fur  them  in  the  Gospel :  of 
those,  who  still  r«»aimng  nncircomcked  in  heart,  have  al- 
ways resisted  the  Hdy  Ghost,  and  notwithstanding  their 
preteaaiMis  and  privileges,  as  Chihlren  of  the  Kingdom 
aeip,  shiA  tftm  be  found  to  have  mother  lot,  nor  portion 
among  the  tme  Israel  of  God  : — of  those,  who  have  been 
Christians  in  w^hing  bat  in  name ;  who  partaking  of  the 
outward  sign  of  the  coveaant,  have  been  destitute  of  the  in- 
irard  grace  i  who  have  been  baptised  with  water,  but  not 
baptised  with  the  Holy  Ghost ;  who  have  eaten  of  the  sac- 
ramental bread  and  wine,  but  have  not  fed  on  Christ  in 
their  hearts  by  faith  with  thankagiving :— of  those,  who, 
conaalting  only  timr  own  corrupt  and  carnal  inclinations, 
liave  franaed  to  themselves  a  religion  suited  to  thdr  own  taster 

*  Philip,  m.  a 
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and  pride,  and  prqiidices,  aod  have  caled  it  CluMiaiiitjr  $ 
a  ireligian  wUcb  consitia  in  %i»  shadaw  iriMmil  tba  mtt^ 
stance,  in  tkm  boiy  withoift  the  spirit  in  the  ftMnn  iMtmtt 
the  power  of  godliness j  which  snbstitate  cerenwniai  ab- 
'  servances,  and  outward  distinctioas  in  the  phoa  of  viM 
faith,  and  practical  godKness^  a  religian,  which  dlawa  its 
followers  to  be  selfisb,  aa(l  worldly  and  oovetoaB^ta  be  lovers 
af  pieasare  more  than  lovers  of  Giod,  to  aerve  Bdii|l  in  can- 
junction  with  Christ,  to  honor  the  creature  nvirs  tlMn  the 
Creator,  to  fear  man  rather  than  Ood.— Wha^  I  ask,  in 
that  day,  will  be  the  state  of  these  naminal,  ertcirnai,  «n- 
sanctified  Christians  ?  Where  will  be  their  meelncsa  for 
standing  before  Christ  ?  Will  He  own  them  for  his  people  i 
Will  He  see  in  tAem  the  travail  of  his  soul  and  be^  satisfi- 
ed 7  Will  He  recognise  in  Hmm  his  inMge,  his  likeness? 
WiD  He  BKy  to  them,  ^  C<Hne  ye  blessed  ef  my  Father,  in- 
h^t  the  kingdom  prepared  for  ysii  /^  My  brethren,  need  I 
to  ansiK-er  these  questions  7  Have  you  net  already  answered 
them  yourselves  I  Dees  not  your  own  reason  tcH  you,  diat 
such  persons  are  not  true  Cliristians :  that  whatever  they 
nuty  now  think,  or  say,  however  they  may  now  boast  of 
their  privileges,  and  may  plume  themselves  upon  their  fan- 
eied  distinctionsjL  they  wi^  then  be  treaty  as  workers  of 
iniquity,  as  enemies  of  Christ,  as  despisers  of  the  covenant 
ef  Grace ;  and  will  be  cast  into  outer  da|isness,  where  shall 
be  weeping  and  gnashii^  of  teeth. 

And  while  reason  te^lf  you  these  thsngs  ;  what  does  eoit- 
science  say  ?  Does .  it-convict  you  of  being  in  the  staler  ef 
which  I  speak  7  Does  it  secretly  say  to  any  one  here  pres- 
ent, **  Thou  art  the  mi^  i'*  <  Thou  i|rtthe  person,  who  hast 
the  form  of  godliness,  buit  art  without  tiie  power  ef  it ;  wha 
profesaest  to  know  God,  but  ii(  works  denieet  Him ;  who 
callest  thyself  a  Christian,  but  hast  noreal  interest  in  Christ  $ 
who  tnistest  in  thy  privilegts,  bat  art  an  enemy  to  all  seri- 
qus  godliness  7'  If  there  be  one,  whose  ponscience  creaks 
tlius  to  him,  let  me  earnestly  say  to  hhn,  Considar  your 
ways.  Consider  them  beforo  it  is  tocr  late ;  white  yet  there 
is  time  for  repentance ;  whHe  yet  a  door  of  flierey  is  f^en^ 
Renounce  your  wisdom.  Moi^y  your  pride.  Come  as 
a  little  chihl  to  Christ,  and  pray  to  he  bi^tised  with  the 
tfaptism  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost  Pray  tliat  you  may  become  a 
new  creatHre,  ^  worshipper  c|f  God  in  spirit  and  in  truth- 
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Fri|r  Ibttt  Ua  Ungdom  najr  be  set  up  in  year  heart ;  mi 
tlMii  M^g  eaUgliteiiedy  conrerted^  and  saBctifted  by  hi* 
flpifi^yeu  aiay  walk  wiMi  Hka  m  newness  of  life. 

B*  yoo  riight  tUa  comsel  7  are  yoin  oJKnded  with  this 
lirisnJIy  adaMwtidn  ?  Wise  in  year  own  conceits^  are  you 
Isopsoudtsbetaaght?  PirfM  «p  with  flesUy  wisdom,  wUl 
yoaatai  hMifc  of  jMr  priyileges»  and  say  ^  The  temjde  of 
the  liordp  the  twaplia  of  the  Lord^  the  temple  of  the  Lord 
mi^  Jb  AisOe  case?  Then  will  I  conclude  wifii  sd- 
iddrMBing  you  in  the  words  of  the  prophet,  ^*  Lo, 
tfcso  bast  pqected  tba  word  of  the  Lord  and  what  wisdom 
teinlhee.^»« 


SERMON  Vm. 

Nature  and  Necessity  of  Regeneration. 
joHir,  iii.  T. 

Marvd  wA,  ihai  I  said  unto   Thu,  yc  must  bt  hem  again^ 

THE  truth  contamed  in  <iiese  words  is  one  of 
fte  OMst  weighty  in  Scripture :  one  which  concerns  us  all^ 
aad  requires  tte  deepest  attention.  May  Ood  dispose  our 
hearts  to  attend  to  it  with  seriousness,  humility,  and  impar- 
iMtfyl  Tfaewqr  in  wiflth  we  receive  the  doctrine  of  the 
Mm  Birth  Is  one  of  the  clearest  tests  of  the  pride,  or  the 
h— lilij  ct  our  heart ;  of  its  teachable,  or  unteachable,  of 
i*i  prejadicfed,  or  unprejudiced  state.  For  the  better  un- 
dnstaaduig  of  the  subject,  let  us  shortly  review  the  circnin- 
itaoea  wWch  stmd  connected  with  the  text 

NifJMius,  a  Pharisee,  and  ruler  of  the  Jews ;  a  per* 
ssn  of  the  atriclest  sett^  and  highest  authority  among  them, 
hsfhig  heard  of  the  mvacles  which  Jesus  wrought,  and  be- 
ng  coaTinced  that  Ete  codd  worlc  them  only  through  the 
power  of  Gody  was  desirous  of  being  acquainted  with  the 

*  Jeremish,  viiL  9. 
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doctrines  which  He  taaght  He  accordinglf  came  to  Whn^ 
and  from  fear  either  of  discovery,  or  of  intermptfanif  came 
to  Him  by  night.  Addressing  Him  in  terms  of  great  res* 
pect,  he  professed  his  conviction  that  He  was  a  teacher 
come  from  Ood  :  ^  for  no  man  (added  lie)  can  do  these  w* 
racles  that  thon  doest,  except  God  bo  with  him/'  Jesus^ 
without  any  dday,  proceeded  to  pot  his  profeMion  to  the 
test  He  proceeded  to  try,  whetlier  he  was  so  convinced  of 
his  divine  mission  as  implicidy  to  receive  the  doctrines 
wliich  He  taught,  however  opposed  they  might  be  to  human 
prejudice,  and  human  pride*  In  a  most  solemn,  and  de- 
cisive manner  He  said  to  Nicodemus,  **  Verily,  verUy,  I 
say  unto  thee,  except  a  man  be  bom  again,  he  cannot  see 
the  liingdom  of  God.^  This  declaration  astonished  the 
Pharisee,  who,  taking  the  new  birth,  of  wUeh  oar  Lord 
spoke,  in  a  literal  sense,  asked  with  surprise,  ^'  How  can  a 
map  be  bom  when  he  is  old  ?  Can  he  enter  the  second  time 
into  his  mother's  womb,  and  be  born  V^  But  the  birth,  to 
which  Christ  referred,  as  He  went  on  to  shew,  was  not  a 
literal,  but  a  spiritual  birth.  ''  Yerily,  verily,  I  say  unto 
thee,  except  a  man  be  born  of  water,  and  of  the  spirit,  lie 
cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of  God.**  The  birth  virbich  He 
meant  was  a  birth,  of  which  the  application  of  water  was 
the  figurative  emblem,  or  sign,  but  which  was  really  to  be 
eflTected  by  the  agency  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  It  was  in  shor^ 
an  inward  and  a  spiritual  change,  a  change  of  heart  and 
nature,  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  ttie  reason  and 
necessity  for  which  our  Lord  immediately  adduces^  <<  That 
which  is  bom  of  the  flesh,  is  flesh :  and  that  which  is  bom 
of  the  Spirit,  is  spirit"— This  statement  so  dearly  poiatod 
out  tlie  nature  and  necessity  of  the  new  births  to  whieb 
he  alluded^  that  He  directly  adds  in  the  tett,  ^  Marvel  not, 
that  I  said  unto  thee,  ye  must  be  bom  again/^  As  if  be 
ha*d  said^  *  Be  not  surprised  at  my  assertion.  That  new 
birth,  which  as  a  teacher  sent  from  God  I  dedar^  to  be  so 
indispensably  necessary  to  salvation,  that  wilhoiit  it,  no 
man  can  see  or  enter  tlie  kingdom  of  God^  contains  notMng 
in  itself  impossible  |  nothitig  contradictory  |  nofiiing  in 
fact,  but  what  is  perfectly  agreeably  to  reason,  to  scripture^ 
and  to  experience ;  nothing  but  whirt  yoa  as  a  master  in 
Israel  might  easily  have  kQown>  and  ought  to  nnderstand.' 
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In  liisooorwil;  fortlier  om  tbe  test^  tkm  eaqihiiicd^  I  shatt 
fully, 
J.  On  tbe  doctrine  ocNitained  in  it. 
U.  Oft  tbe  agfeemettt  <^tbis  doctrine  with  scripture,  rea- 

mndfeota. 

L  Tbe  doctrine  oontained  in  tbe.text'iscoovrefaeoded  ia 
these  words  *^  Ye  nvust  be  bom  v^ain.'' 

It  has  been  jdreadj  observed,  that  the  expression  of  beiqg 
bom  again^''  or  of  nndei^iojc  a  «<  new  birth»"  is  not  to 


«< 


betaken  in  a  Utea^senae.  Tbe  meaning  isfigarative; 
and  the  chaiigi^  iaflP^  by  it^  ia  a  ^iritual  change,  of 
which  the  ^^rit  of  God  is  the  efficient  aatbor  and  caasj^ 
Attheanme  time  we  cannot  bat  sqipose  that  the  Holy  Ghoat, 
m  makn^  choice  of  this  fignra^e  language  to  convey  his 
meanings  has  selected  that  which  wi^  best  adapted  to  hia 
pitfpooe,.and  conasqaentfy . that,  tbpagh  tbe  birth  spoken  of 
IS  not  a  litoral  birth,  yet  the  change  figured  by  it,  in'some 
partienljir  respects  r^tembles  a  **  new  birth ;''  and  the  per- 
aonaoj^pfaitnaUy  changed,  may#  with  a  peculiar  propriety 
be  said  to  hate  been  ''  bom  again/'.  In  explaining  tbe  pa- 
tare  of  this  diange  we  should  not  altogether  lose  sight  of  tbe 
mmge  by  whh^  it  is  represented ;  nor  from  the  fear  of  over- 
atraiaiag  the  figurative  language,  abstain  from  a  proper,  and 
kgittmaHeaseofit. 

Birth  laqdies  i^evious  liCe,  though  the  beginning  of  it 
nwy  hsFe  been  small,  and  imperceptible ;  while  the  person, 
who  is  horn,  aatersoo  a  new  stage  and  scene  of  action^  suit- 
ed to  the  life  whidi  bi^  has  received,  to  the  (acuities  bestow- 
ed on  hia^  and  to  the  place,  and  the  stotion  which  be  is  de* 
awned  to  fiU.  This  idea  will  serve  to  illustrate  and  explain 
tbe.natnre  of  thut  change  of  which  we  are  speaking. 

The  new^  or,  spiritual  birth*  pre-supposes  the  existence  of 
a  new,  or  dpirittta)  life.  He  who  is  bom  of  the  Spirit,  has 
j^eoeived  of  the  Spirit  a  new  principle  of  life ;  though  at 
what  tloie,  or  in  what  manner  this  principle  may  have  been 
ceaMBnnJcatsd  to  the  soul,  we  may  be  utterly  ignorant  <*The 
mnd»''  (saya  oar  Lord  in  the  verse  following  tbe  text)  **  the 
wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  tboa  bearest  tlie  sound 
thereof  but  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  nor  whither  it 
go^  *•  so  is  etery  one  that  is  bora  of  the  Spirit.''  The  be^ 
gitmmg  of  spiritual  life-^-Aon;  or  when  the  Spirit  may  have 
quickened  the  sent, — ^wo  pretend  not  to  define ;  hut  tAis  we 
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usscrt,  that  every  onei  who  ia  bom  of  Hie  Spirit^  has  lieea 
quickened  bjr  tlie  Spirit ;  and  ui  partaker  of  a  spirttoal  VS^ 
(for  ''  that  which  is  bom  of  the  S|^rtt|  is  Spirit  f*)  and 
now  entering  on  a  new  stage  and  soeae  of  action^  he  gifes 
evident  prodf  of  the  spiritual  change  which  has  tnken  plaoa 
within.  Like  tlie  iiew4M>m  habe  he  mw  seeks  Ibr  spiritu- 
al sustenance,  **  even  the  siacere  nrilk  ef  the  VMei^  that  he 
nay  grow  thereby/'  His  eyes  are  noW  opened  to  disoera 
spiritual  objects  ;  his  ears  to  listen  to  qiiritnal  truths;  bis 
Kps  to  irtter  spiritual  language.  IIej|-iio  logger  carmdly- 
minded,  but  sptrituaHy-minded :  no  M^m^  walks  in  the  fleshy 
hot  in  the  Spirit  His  desires  are  now  spiritoak  They 
at«  directed  to  those  objects  which  the  SpiHt  has  vevealedy 
and  teaches  ns  to  value.  His  hopes  and  fearo  are  spiHtoal. 
Instead  of  being  a  formal,  he  is  become  a  qiMlual  wwdiip- 
per  of  Ood.  He  worships  Him  in  spirit,  and  in  truth.  In- 
stead of  being  as  he  once  was,  blind,  and  ignorant  in  respect 
to  those  things  which  are  really  good,  and  averse  from  fol- 
lowing them,  he  te  now  spiritually  enlightened  to  discon 
the  true  riches,  and  eager,  and  earnest,  and  constant  in 
pursuing  them.  In  a  word  bow  great  a  change  is  wrought! 
Sin,  once  the  ddight  and  idol  of  the  sod,  is  hated  and  cast 
out.  Holiness  is  loved,  and  followed.  Christ  who  behte 
was  disregarded,  is  esteemed,  and  accounted  precloas*  The 
sinner,  once  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  now  lives  to  Ood  ; 
fears,  serves,  and  honors  Him ;  deltghU  in  his  law  |  rejoices 
in  his  Gospel ;  mid  revens  Htm,  as  a  kind  and  loving 
Father.— This  is  the  man  <<  who  is  born  again.''  This  ts 
the  change  produced  by  the  *<  new  birth." 

But  the  text  not  only  illustrates  the  Nature  of  this  change, 
it  declares  also  the  Necessity  for  it.  <*  Te  must  be  bom 
again."  Christ  does  not  say,  'ye  may  be  bom  again,' 
or  *  ye  aught  to  be  born  again ;'  or  <  it  would  be  better, 
and  happier  for  you' — but  ^  Ft  must.''— ^  I  said  unto  thee^ 
ye  mnst  be  born  again."  And  when  had  He  said  thus 
to  Nicodemus  ?  When  He  had  just  t^  him,  ^  that  ex- 
cept a  man  be  bom  again  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  be 
cannot  see,  he  cannot  entrr  into  the  kingdom  of  God." 
This  splritttd  change  is  indispensably  necessary  to  salra- 
tlon  ;  so  necessary  that  there  can  be  no  salvation  without 
it.^  If  a  man  would  see,  would  enter  ints  the  kingdom  of 
Ood,  he  must  be  bom  again.     And  what  are  vre  to  nnder- 
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jtead  hy  ibe  e^q^esaiaii  of  ^<  tb«  kingdmn  of  God  V*  Net 
jBoreljr  His  kingdom  in  .lioaveiif  but  His  kingdom  also  on 
earth.  In  iieaven  God's  kingdom  will  be  perfected  in  glory, 
secttrityy  and  felicity.  But  it  is  begun  on  earth.  It  is  set 
1^  and  tatahliflhed  in  this  world  :  and  M,  who  will  share 
the  Uesaiags  of  it  hereafter,  mast  become  subjects  of  it  here. 
Heve  they  must  eater  into  it ;  here  they  must  acquire  a 
taste  for  its  pecidiar  {deasures  and  duties.  But  these  plea- 
flnresy  asd  these  duties^  like  the  kingdom  to  which  they 
hdm^  are  of  a  spiritual  nature.  The  kingdom  of  God  fg 
a  jpiritaal  kingdtmi.  Its  jdeasures  are  q^iritual.  Its  daties 
aia  spiritaaL  None,  therefore,  but  those  who  ai-e  spiritu- 
al^  alipe^  horn  of  the  ^irit,  can  belong  to  this  kingdom* 
Nona  others  can  eater  into  it,  and  become  subjects  of  it : 
Cur  noae  «rthera  in  fact  can  s^  it :  none  others  can  discern 
its  beaoly,  MceUenee,  and  value :  none  others  can  relish 
tbe  pleesures  belongii^  to  it,  aor  take  any  delight  ii)  the 
datiee  which  it  prescribes.  ^<<  That  which  is  born  of  the 
fktkf  ia  fleatu"  Mater  cannot  rise  higher  than  the  spring 
fiott  which  it  flows.  Man,  ^  in  the  flesh,'', in  his  natural, 
oareaewed  atate»  <<  reoeiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
Gai  ;  for  they  are  foolishness  unto  him ;  neither  can  he 
lumr  them,  hecaose  they  are  spiritually  discerned.''  Thus, 
as  the  A^ealle  says,  **  they  that  are  in  the  flesh,  cannot 
pleaae  Ged."*  They  cannot  become  his  subjects  i  they 
caaaot  eater  into,  nor  e?en  see  his  kingdom.  Hence  results 
Ibe  JTeoeaaity  of  tUs»  **  New  Birth,"  this  spiritual  change. 
Heaee  it  is,  that  if  ye  would  he  saved,  if  ye  would  now  live 
onto  God^  and  hereafter  live  with  Him,  **  ye  attMt  be  bom 


Sack  18  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  text.    Let  as  next 


IL  Hiagfeamen|;,]with  Scripture^  Season,  and  Facts.  When 
oar  Laid  in  tUa  passage  insisted  on  the  JV*eo^Mity  of  the  Now 
Biftt^  and  intiaMited  the  JMUure  of  the  change  of  which  he 
ipofc%  Nicockmus  expressed  tus  astonishment  at  the  doc- 
trine. Bat  how  did  Christ  address  him  in  the  text  ? 
^MBorvd  natp  that  Isaid  unto  thee,  yemnst  be  borni^ain." 
And  an  the  Pharisee's  afterwards  asking,  '<  haw  can  these 
thiigi  be  2"  Jesua  r^ied,  **  art  thou  a  master  of  Israel, 
•nd  knowMt  not  these  things  ?"  Nioodemus  spoke  of  it  as  a 

•  Romaos,  vm.  8. 
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doctrine  new,  strange,  and  irrational.  But  Chriflt  repre* 
scnted  it  in  a  very  different  light.  He  spoke  of  it  through- 
out his  discourse,  as  a  doctrine  which  had  nothing  mysteH- 
ous  or  wonderful  in  it ;  and  which  Nicodemus  ought  to  have 
known.  In  fact  it  is  a  doctrine,  which  the  Scriptures  plain- 
Fy  teach  ;  which  Reason  fully  approve  ;  and  which  Facta 
strikingly  confirm.  Let  us  attend  to  these  three  points  in 
order. 

The  doctrine  in  the  test  is  a  doctrine  which  ttie  Scrqi- 
tures  plainly  teach ; '  the  writings,  of  the  Old  Testament,  as 
well  as  those  of  the  New  ;  for  in  this  respect  there  is  no 
difference  between  them.  They  both  teach  the  same  doc- 
trines. The  only  difference  is,  that  the  New  Testamettt 
generally  inculcates  with  clearness  and  decision  those  tntths,- 
which  the  Old  Testament  reveals  in  a  manner  obscure  and 
shadowy,  and  oftentimes  by  inference,  rather  than  by  direct, 
and  open  statenacnt.  But  on  the  point  before  us,  th6  writ- 
ings of  the  Old  Testament  are  sufficiency  plain,  and  ex- 
plicit ;  for  otherwise  Nicodemus  could  not  have  been  ex- 
pected to  know  the  doctrine  in  question.  In  fact  when  wo 
are  told  in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis,  that  man  was  orig- 
inally created  in  the  in^age,  and  after  the  likeness  of  God, 
that  is,  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness  ;  and  wlien,  in  the 
fourth  chapter,  we  read  that  Adam  after  the  fidl  b^t  a  son 
in  his  own  image,  after  his  own  likeness ;  nothing  can  be 
plainer,  than  that  a  great  spiritual  change,  equivalent  to  a 
new  birth,  is  necessary  in  order  to  fit  mankind  for  that  hap- 
piness, and  for  those  services,  for  which  he  was  originally 
designed.  Again,  when  we  read  such  declarations  as  the 
following  ;  *^  the  imagination  of  man's  heart  is  evil  from  his 
youth.'' — ^^  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  des- 
perately wicked." — ^^'Qow  abominable  and  filthy  is  man# 
who  drinketh  iniquity  lite  water.*' — ^•*  God  looked  ftom 
ticaven  upon  the  children  of  men,  to  see  if  there  were  any 
tfiat  did  understand,  that  did  seek  God:  Every  one  of  them 
Is  gone  back  ;  they  are  altogether  become  filthy ;  there  is 
)ibne  that  doeth  good,  no  not  one."* — I  say,  when  we  read 
such  declarations  as  these,  and  compfure  them  with  the  de- 
scriptions given  of  true  religion,  which  represent  it  as  a 
spiritual  service }  iis  tilith  in  the  inward  pails ;  as  consisting 

f  Gcneas,  viil  31.  Icrem«  xvil  9.  Job,  xv«  16w  PtaliPy  Ifil*  2,  3. 
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ittthe  fsar  and  love  iof  God,  in  a  desire  of  pleasing  him,  in  a 
iqoicuig  in  the  light  of  bis  countenance ;  what  caii  be  more 
fTident,  than  that  the  heart  of  man  must  be  spiritually  re- 
newed, before  it  can  be  the  seat  of  true  religion  i  What  are 
the  coBMMnds  of  the  Old  Testment,  **  Circumcise  the  fore- 
fidii  of  your  hearty  and  be  no  more  stiff-necked/' — *^  Wash 
yfQ,  make  you  dean  ;  put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings 
from  before  mine  eyesi*'  that  is  inwardly  in  the  heart* 
*^  Cast  away  from  yon  all  your  transgressions  and  make 
700  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  spirit ;  for  why  will  ye  die  V** 
Surely  the  doctrine  contained  in  these  commaQds,  differs  but 
Uiye  from  that  contained  in  the  text,  **  ye  must  be  bom 
again.^ — ^Look  next  at  the  promises  in  reference  to  these 
comoMrnds.  **  The  Lord  thy  God  will  circumcise  thine 
heart,  and  the  heart  of  thy  seed  after  thee,  to  love  the  Lord 
thy  God,  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  that  thou 
mayest  Hve." — And  again,  <<  then  will  I  sprinkle  clean  wa- 
ter upon  you  ;  and  ye  Aall  be  clean ;  from  all  your  filthi- 
nesB,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  1  cleanse  you.  A  new 
heart  also  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  spirit  will  I  put  with- 
in you,  and  I  wiU  take  away  the  stony  heart  out  of  your 
fle^  and  I  will  give  you  a  heart  of  flesh.  And  I  will  put 
ny  spirit  within  you,  and  cause  you  to  walk  in  my  statutes, 
and  ye  shall  keep  my  judgments,  and  do  them.^'f  Surely 
the  change  pFomised  to  be  wrought  in  these  passages  is 
ootkfl^  leas  than  a  new  birth  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  Why 
Ami  should  Nicodemus  have  marveUed  at  the  doctrine  in 
the  text?  Why  should  he  have  said,  <<  how  can  these  things 
he  i**  He  would  not  have  so  marvelled,  and  so  said,  had  he 
searched  and  known  the  Scriptures.  Why  then  should  any 
of  as  be  surprised  at  this  doctrine  7  Why  should  we  mar- 
vtl  at  the  thought  of  being  born  agaiti  ?  Why  should  we 
question  the  Nature,  or  the  Necessity  of  this  change? 
Let  m  seareh  the  Scriptures,  and  attend  to  them,  and  we 
sbaO  see  no  cause  for  wonder,  or  for  doubt.  In  addition 
to  the  writings  of  the  Old  Testament  we  have  those 
ef  tte  New ;  we  have  the  decisive  testimony  of  Christ  him- 
adfin  thia  discourse  with  Nkodemus ;  we  have  numberless 
passages  in  the  Gospels  and  the  Epistles  bearing  on  the 
same  point.     Take  tiie  following  as  a  specimen.     ^  As  nuu 

*  l>iict.  X.  16.  Imiah,  L  16,     Ezck.  xviii.  31.  t  Ihiet.  x^  6. 
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nj  as  received  Him*  to  thew  gave  He  povver  to  iMcome  tbe 
Sons  of  God ;  even  to  tfatom  that  believe  00  bis  name  f  whicb 
were  boniy  not  of  blood»  nor  of  tbe  will  of  tbe  fleeb^  ner  of 
tbe  wUl  of  man^  but  of  God.''— <'  To«i  batb  He  qiiickeaed» 
wbo  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins/'— ^<  Wbeeoever  k^ 
lieveth  tbat  Jesus  is  tbe  Cbrtst,  is  bom  of  Qod.''--nAnd  to 
mention  oaljr  one  more  passage«r-><  If  any  man  be  in  Cbristf 
be  is  a  new  creature :  old  tUogs  are  passed  away  s  behoMt 
all  tbings  are  become  new/'* 

I  told  you»  my  bretbrem  at  tbe  beginninf  of  my  discourse^ 
tbat  tbe  statement  of  tbis  doctrine  would  be  a  trial  of  your 
keart,  of  its  bumbled^  or  uakumbled  state ;  of  its  dispositmi 
to  be  taugbt  of  Godt  or  to  set  up  its  own  vaia  notions  in 
opposition  to  His  truths.  For  it  is  a  doctrine^  wkicb  is  dtr 
rectly  levelled  at  tbe  pride  of  our  bearts»  and  ealoulated  to 
excite  our  prejudices  and  to  provoke  our  reasoniogs  against 
it.  But  at  tbe  same  time  it  is  a  doctrine  which  reason 
righdy  exercised  oaonot  but  ^prove,  Man  is  evidently 
far  gone  from  original  righteousness.  Hci  is  naturally  i»- 
capable  of  rendering  to  God  spiritual  service^  **  .Being 
bom  ^  the  flesbi  he  is  flesh."  Be  is  utterly  intisposed  to 
love  and  obey  God.  He  clearly  loves  sin»  and  fioUy^  and 
the  world»  and  selL  These  are  tbe  idolst  whom  he  servei^ 
and  honors.  Do  we  not  aU  know»  and  see*  and  feel  tbis  Is 
be  tbe  case  ?  Are  wc  not  sensible  tbat  we  are  not  now  bam 
In  that  moral  likeness^  in  that  qiiritual  inmge  of  God^  in 
whicb  man  was  at  first  created  ?  What  then  can  be  mom 
reoMonaUe  than  tbat  a  rdigion^  which  professes  to  recover 
us  from  tbe  consequences  and  evils  of  siu^  and  to  faring  us 
back  to  the  favor»  and  presence  of  God*  shouM  make  pro- 
vision for  recovering  us  to  His  image  and  likenem ;  and 
should  insist  upon  such  a  recovery  as  an  indispensable  req* 
uisite  to  our  ^salvation  7  Surely  in  this  view,  *^  ye  must  be 
bom  again"  is  a  sentiment  tbe  most  agreeable  toresoan»  the 
most  plain  and  level  to  our  undewtanding.  And  when  God^ 
who  first  created  maUf  reserves  to  Himsdf  the  power  of  this 
new  creation ;  when  He  who  first  saidt  *'  let  us  make  mmif 
in  mir  imae^f  ^^^  ^^^  likeness,"  should  now  daim  tbe  pre- 
rogaitive  of  restoring  him  to  tbrt  imager  and  likeness :  when 
the  S^rit  of  God^  who  is  tbe  author^  and  giver  of  all  life^ 

«  Idtoit  i.  12,  13.     Ephes.  u,  1.     iJot^  v.  1»  2.   2  Cor.  v.  17. 
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fjImM  9t  hM  wB  quickra  Om  spiritoalhr  dead,  and  impirt 
t»  then  a  mtm  piiaciple  of  Mb.-'-b  there  any  tMng  in  all 
IMS  Ai^ensatioiiy  to  whidi  reason,  n;Mty  eatrerctMl,  can  ob- 
j0Ot  ?  No»  alio  a]ipnyr«o  it ;  sho  aeeo  in  it  tlio  power,  and 
the  wiidloai  of  God.     She  consents  to  it  as  good.     She  ac- 
fsiesces  in  it  as  right     She  rejoices  in  it  as  a  dispensation 
best  adapited  to  Mm  wants  of  itta,  Md  to  the  glory  of  God. 
And  now  I  m^  next  appeal  to  the  etidence  of  F^d$; 
and  shew  how  tkif  cotArm  the  doctrine,  as  it  has  been  ex- 
plained.    Bnt  tto  tinn  wW  not  admit  of  my  ent»nog  far  in-^ 
to  this  snbject^  I  wiH,  therdbre,  simply  state  the  question 
Om.     Look  at  those  poiwns  in  your  own  imnediate  neigh- 
korhood^  or  among  the  drcle  of  yow  acquaintance,  whom 
la  yoor  conscience  yon  helleTe  to  he  the  most  fUthfiil  ser- 
Tants,  the  roost  spbitori  worshippers  of  God,  living  the 
9M»t  decldeMy  ander  the  iniaence  of  a  religions  principle, 
and  prodndng  the  most  STident  flmits  of  righteoasness,  and 
tme  hoKaess.    LooIl,  I  say,  at  such  persons.     Apply  to 
timn.     Befer  flie  matter  to  their  decision.     Ask  them  what 
they  tUttk  of  the  doctrine  in  the  text  ?  Do  they  believe  in 
the  Necessity  of  a  new^  and  spiritual  Urih  I  Do  they  beHere 
tiMtamftn  most  he  bom  again  of  the  Spirit,  in  the  way  that 
has  been  staled,  before  hecan  serve  God  aoceptaMy,  and  can 
offer  up  spiritaal  sacrifices  ?  Pat  these  enquiries  to  them. 
And  I  will  shew  you  what  their  answer  will  be.     They  will 
tcU  yon  that  they  are  themselves  living  witnesses  to  the 
tmtt  of  this  doctrine ;  that  th^  know  by  experience  the  na* 
tars,  and  the  necessity  of  a  new  birih  unto  righteousness  ; 
that  till  tbey  were  quickened  by  the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  they 
were  theaMdves  dead  in  sin,  ignorant  of  God,  and  blind  to 
spiritual  things.     Tbey  will  tell  you  that  whatever  spiritual 
l^tat^  or  life^  they  now  have ;  whatever  disposition  to  fear, 
and  love  God  ;  whatever  desire  after  Jesus  Christ,  and  his 
salvatieii ;  whatever  power  to  obey,  serve,  and  honor  Him, 
-«4tet  for  all  these  things  they  are  indebted  solely  to  the  re- 
generating iaflnences  of  the  Spirit,  by  whom  they  <<  have 
been  be|;otteo  again  unto  a  lively  hope,  by  the  resarrection 
of  Jeans  Christ  from  the  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorrupti* 
Ue,  mdefiled,  and  that  Eadeth  not  away.'' 

And  now,  my  brethren,  what  will  90s  say  to  these  things  i 
I  have  explained  to  you  the  Nature  of  that  spiritual  change, 
which  is  intended  by  the  expression  of  being  **  bom  again.'^ 
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i  have  jlointed  out  to  yon  the  Necessity  for  it.  I  imn  sh^wA 
you  that  this  is  the  doctHne  of  Scriptare  ;  that  it  Is  agreea- 
ble to  Reason  ;  that  it  is  confirmed  by  Facts*  and  Expeii-. 
encc.  And  now  what  do  you  say  to  tiiese  things  ?  Are  yon 
yourselves  the  subjects  of  OMb  change  i  Have  you  already 
experienced  it  ?  Are  you  bom  of  the  Spirit  1  These  am 
questions  of  very  serions  momenty  and  which  yon  are  ^ 
qnh*ed  vciy  serionsly  to  answer  to  yenr  own  hearH  iuid  coii^ 
f^ctences,  for  there  is  no  alternative  in  this  nattor.  Tbert 
is  tio  tlioice  left  to  you  ^  '<  ye  nmfl  be  bom  again."  TM 
thift  be  the  case  with  you,  you  cannot  tnier  into,  you  ean^ 
not  see  the  kingdom  of  God.  Ton  may  Imve  «tome  natim 
of  what  true  religion  should  be  ;  but  yoo  have  no  eocptrim^et 
of  what  it  riDally  is«  You  may  ba^e  heard  of  Jesus  Christy 
but  you  have  nc^  so  seen  Him,  as  to  believe  on  Him;  Yott 
may  have  the  body,  the  form  ai  goMiness ;  but  yea  are  das^ 
titute  of  its  spirit,  its  power.  You  may  belong  to  the  out- 
ward, visH>le  church  of  God,  but  you  have  as  yet  nothing  to 
do  with  his.  inward,  and  invisible  kingdom. — ^Perhaps  you 
will  say,  '  We  havfe  b^n  baptized  unto  Christ,'  n^  have  been 
washed  in  the  laver  ctf  regeneration,  and  were  we  not  at 
that  time,  and  In  that  ordinance  born  again  ^  My  brethrB% 
you  may,  indeed,  have  been  partdters  of  ttris  ordkianoe^  and 
by  it  may  have  been  antmitted  into  the  external  fellowohi|p 
of  Christ's  reli^on.  You  may  hare  been  baptised  iMk 
water ;  but  have  ye^  also  been  baptized  with  the  Holy 
Ghost  ?  The  outward  washing  with  water  is  but  the  siign^ 
and  emblem  of  that  ifiward  washing  by  the  Spirit^  «i  that 
^*  death  unto  sin,''  and  that  ^*  new  birth  unto  rigbteousifeasy'' 
which  is  real  regeneration.  Rest  not  then  in  the  outwai^ 
oi-dinance,  nor  deceive  yourselveik  with  the  hope  that  jmn 
are  thus  <^  born  again."  Think  not  because  you  may  have 
been  baptized  with  water,  that  thefr^e  you  are  iucesMarUy 
baptized  with  the  Holy  Grhost.  You  might  as  reasonably 
urge  that  every  Israelite  who  was  circumcised  in  the  Aeob, 
was  also  necessarily  circumcised  in  heait.  Correct  so  ^errb- 
neous  an  opinion.  Give  no  credit,  no  countenance  to  so 
false,  and  unscriptural  a  position. — ^If  indeed  you  will  per- 
sist in  retaining  this  notion,  if  you  will  still  maintain  that 
at  baptism  you  received  tiie*  seed  of  spiritual  life  :  what^  I 
would  ask,  has  been  the  product?  Has  the  seed  sprung  up, 
and  grown,  and  budded,  and  blossomed,  and  brought  much^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


f»  eten  any  trut,  to  perfiectioii  ?  If  it  hm,  well.     If  yon 
are  now  a  spiritual  worshipper  of  Qod,  and  are  living  a 
spiriUial  lifo  by  £utb  in  His  Son,  yon  may  jostly  conclude 
that  yoo  have  been  bom  of  the  Spirit^  whether  at  baptism^ 
or  at  some  other  period.    But  if  yon  are  still  carnally- 
Minded^  and  are  living  a  carnal  life,  you  may  be  sure^  that 
whenever  you  mAy  have  been  baptized  with  water,  you  are 
still  a  strai^^  to  the  baptiam  of  the  Hely  Ghost ;  you  are 
atall  unrenewed,  uncircimrisfd  ini  heart,  and  with  Nicode- 
nras  must  be  bom  again.^ — i^nd  will  yon  quietly  continue  in 
this  state  df  death,  and  sin  ?  Will  yoo  boast  of  being  a 
Christian,  while  you  have  nothing  belonging  to  one  but  the 
name  i  ^^  Awake,  thou,  that  sleepest, .  and  arise  from  the 
dead,  and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light''     O  that  while  Ilun 
speaking,  tte  Spirit,  the  ble^aod  Author  of  tbe  glorious 
chany,  who  geelh  v^here  He  listetb,  and  qaickeneth  whom 
H^  wjll^  would  ^cken  some  souls  among  us,  and  by  his 
powerfol  energies  would  call  forth  i|ito  life  som^  heart% 
hilbert0  lying  dead  in  trespasses,  and  sins !  Oneof  tbe  first 
finits  and  marka  of  such  a  wcH*k  urould  be  asecriBt  osntrtdjon 
«f  the  troth  and  the  reality  of  this  change  of  which  we  speak  $ 
a  esnvictlon  producing  an  inward  dtnn  to  partake  of  it 
My  brethren,  have  any  of  you  this  conviction  7  Do  yon 
find  this  desUn  in  you  1  Welcome,  O  welcome  the  begin- 
nings of  grace  in  your  soul.     Quench  not  the  s^ped  light 
It  may  be  the  dawn  ^  that  day  which  will  never  end  j  the 
fonmnnw  of  that  sun,  which  wUl  never  go  dojRrn.     Strive 
to  impress,  and  increase  this   conviction  on  your  heart 
Tarn  yonr  deiit^  into  prayer.    Pray  <'  that  yoo  may  be 
bora  again ;"  that  you  may  experience  in  your  own  soul  the 
power  of  renewing  grace ;  that  yon  may  know  what  it  is  to 
have  the  heart  qaickeaed,  enlightened,  regenerated,  by  the 
Spirit  of  God;    Persevere  in  such  prayers^     Doubt  not  of 
their  being  heard^  and  answered.     Ask  all  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Chri6t  9  and  rely  upon  that  most  comfortable  promise* 
^  Ckid  will  give  the  Holy  ^irit  to  them  that  ask  him." 
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SERMON  IX. 

Adoption  the  Fruit  of  Faith  and  Regeneration. 

JOHN,  i.  129  13. 

But  as  many  as  received  Km,  to  them  gave  He  power  to  be- 
come the  Sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  His 
JCame :  which  were  bom,  not  of  Blood,  nor  of  the  Will  cf 
the  flesh,  nor  of  the  Will  of  man^  bnt  of  Ood. 

IT  is  the  great  and  peculiar  privilege  of  trw 
Christians  that  they  <^  bare  received  the  ad^itioo  of  sons^*' 
have  been  tal^en^  into  the  bousebold  of  God/'  and  '<  iiave  % 
name  and  a  place  in  bis  family/'  Being  made  members  of 
Christy  ihej  are  become  the  chiMreo  of  Qod»  It  is  tbia 
privilege,  of  which  St  John  speaks  in  the  text  He  tells 
us  of  some,  who  bad  **  power  to  become  the  Sons  of  God  :'* 
and  he  Mis  us  also  whence  they  bad  obtained  this  power  | 
by  what  means  they  were  become  theSonsof  Qod»  On  this 
point  indeed  be  enters  very  fully  into  particularB.  80  that 
in  discoMiing  on  this  passage,  I  shall  nataraUy  be  led  ts 
enlarge  on  the  previous  Causes,  by  which  our  adoptioo  iato  ' 
the  family  of  God  under  the  cfaristaan  covenant  is  brougtt 
about  and  accomplished. 

In  speaking  indeed  of  the  CoMses  by  which  our  adqitim 
is  accomplished,  it  must  ever  be  remembered  thattUs  privi- 
lege, like  every  other  blessing  of  redemption,  qirings  solely 
from  the  spontaneous  mercy  and  the  nob  loviog-kindoBss 
of  the  Lord.  Admission  into  his  ftunUy  is  exoIusi¥ely  the 
work  and  the  gift  of  God.  His  grace  is  the  first  sMviag 
(kmse  of  our  adoption  :  and  if  we  receive  tUs  adoption,  it  is 
solely  because  He  freely  bestows  it  on  us.  Such  is  Jthie  view  ex- 
hibited in  the  text  Tbose  who  had  the  power  to  become  tbo 
Sons  of  God  are  described  as  having  received  this  power  from 
Him.  It  is  expressly  said,  that  He  <<  gave  it  to  them.'^  Once 
children  of  wrath,  are  they  now  children  of  grace  2  Once 
children  of  darkness,  are  they  now  children  of  light  ?  Once 
rhildren  of  disobedience,  the  slaves  of  sin  and  Satan,  are 
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they  Mw  the  sons  md  daughters  of  ihe  Lord  Almigbty  i 
Wktnot  did  tbey  obtain  this  privilege  ?  Bow  waa  this  glori- 
o«8  ekange  in  their  state  effected  7  Did  tbey  inerit  or  pur- 
cbaae  it  for  themselves  ?  Did  tbey  procure  it  by  tbmr  own 
wisdoiDy  power»  or  goodness  ?  No.  God  *^  who  is  rich  in 
mercy,  of  his  great  love  wherewith  He  loved  tbeoiy  quick- 
ened them  when  dead  in  trespaaaes  and  sins;''  <' justified 
them  freely  by  his  grace ;''  and  thus  *'  translated  them  out 
of  the  kingdom  of  darkness  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear 
Son.'' — But  God  in  thus  fulfilling  the  purposes  of  his  love 
worlpi  by  means.  He  ordains  instmments  for  the  accom- 
plishing of  his  ends.  He  employs  means  for  bringing  sin* 
ners  into  his  family.  And  these  instmments^  these  means* 
which  He  has  thus  ordained  and  employs,  may  be  considered 
as  aeoondary  and  subservient  Ckmnt  in  eflbcting  the  great 
work  of  enr  adeplion^--^ich  are  the  Cnuaaa,  on  whicb  I 
pm^pope  to  eidai|^ ;  and  which  the  taxi  describes  as  two ; 
.  L  The  one^  immeikdtf  which  is  Fmik :  **  as  many  aa 
raeeived  Him,  to  them  gare  He  power  to  become  the  Sons 
af  God,  even  to  them  that  bditve  om  his  name.'^ 

IL  The  other  rtm^  which  is  M^eneratim :  **  who  were 
hevn,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  wBl  of  the  flesh,  n«>  of  tho 
wiUofnen^butofGod.'' 

My  brethren,  may  the  Spirit  of  Ctod  be  with  as  in  our 
meditations  on  this  important  and  interesting  subject ! 

1.  in  considering  Faith,  as  the  immedita$  Comh  otMif 
adoptioa  into  the  iamily  of  God  we  may  advert,  first 

To  the  particular  act  or  exercise  of  faith  here  meant,  and 
sseondljr 

T6  the  w^  in.  ^riHch  it  tends  to  prodace  the  effidctaacrih* 
ed  tnit. 

L  Faith  in  ord^  to  be  of  any  avafl  in  the  work  of  oar  re- 
dMqrtiiMi,  oust  be  placed  in  the  heart  This  alone  can  be 
a  Mviflg  Adth :  end  this  alone  is  the  faith,  of  which  we  here 
speak  :  not  an  historical,  not  a  doctrinal,  not  a  notional  be<* 
Urf;  hot  a  living,  a  vital  (kith  in  the  heart  ,*  for  <'  with  the  . 
heart  man  bdieveth  anto  righteousness.''  The  object  of 
fiulh  is  the  word  of  God.  Faith  generally  has  respect  to 
every  thing  which  God  has  either  revealed  or  promised. 
But  tho  partkttlar  act  of  futh,  to  which  our  present  attenf- 
tton  is  directed,  has  respect  to  Jesus  Christ  He  exclu- 
uyely  is  the  obje9t  of  that  fhith,  b^   which  we  receive  th? 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


adoption  of  sons,  ^'  For  we  are  all  Ae  cUUren  of  Sod  bjr 
iaith  in  Jesus  Christ^*— And  8t  John  tells  as  in  the  texl^ 
that  tfie  persons  to  whom  Christ  '^  gives  power  to  become 
the  Soils  of  Q0A9  are  those  who  bdieve  on  Us  Naow*^ 
Now  the  Mame  of  Christ  sif^iAes  Christ  himself  $  or  ralii* 
or  Christ  in  the  discharge  of  those  oflkes»  which  on  our  ai>- 
connt  He  has  assumed :  for  His  Names  aredeseriptiveroff 
His  oiBces.  He  is  Emmamel :  for  '<  he  is  God  with  aa^' — 
He  is  the  True  Light ;  ^  for  He  lighteth  onry  nUm,  tiiat 
Cometh  into  the  world."  He  is  <«  Jesus,'*  for  <f  He  shaH 
save  his  people  from  their  sins.''  ^  He  is  the  Lamb  of 
Ood  ;"  for  He  <^  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  wmM/'  Ha 
is  **  the  Lord  our  righteousnesSf"  for  '^  in  Him  shall  aXk 
the  seed  of  Israd  be  justifted,  and  shall  gfory.'*  These  are 
some  of  the  Mimes  of  Christ  |  and  to  believe  on  his  Naae» 
ia  to  believe  on  Him  as  discharging  for  us  those  oftcesy 
which  these  Names  describe  ;  to  trust  in  Him  as  the  Sar-r 
lour,  the  Lamb  of  God,  the  Lord  our  righteousness. — ^B«t 
there  is  one  expressionin  the  text,  which  will  convey  a  stiU 
clearer  idea  of  that  particular  ^tercise  of  Faiths  whidi  wa 
are  now  considering.  The  apostle  says,  ^*  To  as  maay  as 
received  Bmh  to  them  gave  Hh  power  to  become  the  Sons 
of  God."  Believiag  in  Christ  is  here  rqiresented  by  re- 
eemng  Him.  This  expression  of  reotmng  evidently  implies 
the  idea  of  a  gift :  and  such  is  the  view  in  which  Christ  is 
frequently  exhibited  in  Soriptare.  He  is  spoken  of  as  a 
gift.  God  gives  to  us  his  Son.  He  offers  Him  to  as  in  afl 
bis  aflkes,  to  enlighten,  justify,  and  save  us.  To  bdieve 
then  on  the  Son  is  to  receive  this  gift.  It  is  humbly  and 
thankfully  to  acquiesce  in  the  salvation  pr#^ided ;  it  ia 
cordially  to  appropriate  to  ourselves  the  blessiiigs  lidd  oat 
to  us :  it  is  from  the  heart  to  take  Jesus  Christ  as  ^of  God 
made  unto  u$  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctlficatm» 
and  redemption.?'— This  is  that  act  and  eacercise  of  Faitii^ 
by  which  lire  become  the  cfaiMMn  of  Cbd. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  this  Faith  pre-aappooes  flie  exists 
enoe  of  several  important  particulars.  Before  a  peraaii 
codd  have  been  induced  thus  to  receive  Christ,  there  must 
have  been  a  Cknmeti&n  of  nn  and  some  measure  of  conae* 
darm    exdted  within  him.    He  must  have  ao  ^ean 

*  GaL  fii.  26. 
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«d  fcU  lus  guflt  and  dangor  as  a  aaiier^  as  to  have  utterly 
nmmmctA  bis  own  rtghtwwuaasy  and  fbr  ever  to  have  given 
ap  Ibo  hope  of  saving  UmeM  by  Ua  own  worka.^«Tbwe 
jaiwl  have  baen  a  Om$domtm$8  of  his  own  spirltttal  Mind* 
BCM  and  weakness  wrongfal  in  lus  sooL  He  nrast  have  ao 
Mt  his  own  ignorance,  aa  to  be  willing  to  be  taagU  teom 
above ;  so  experienced  bis  own  btipleasness»  as  to  be  thank- 
fid  Gar  the  proonise  of  sopemataral  sttengih— There  naat 
have  been  a  HMosfe  fersin,  and  a  strong  wish  to  br^Jieff 
fhom  it  prodaced  in  Us  heart  He  nnst  have  ao  groaned 
andor  the  bnrden  of  a  depraved  and  corrupted  nature,  as 
wriottslj  to  have  desired  deliverance  from  it. — Tliere  masl 
lave  been  a  JF^rwamn  wronght  in  his  nrind,  of  tlM  snfi- 
eiency  of  Christ,  td  the  certainty  and  soitaUeuess  of  the 
salvwHon  provided  in  Him :  for  witiioiit  snch  a  Persuasian 
how  ooald  the  heart  have  lieen  indaced  to  accept  Hb  me^ 
diatioir,  and  H  embrace  His  oflbrs.  In  siiort,  piMe  most 
have  been  harabled ;  SMf  mast  have  been  dethroned ;  sptrit- 
nai  apprabsnsions  of  sin  nK»t  liave  been  aeqmred ;  spiritual 
views  of  Christ  most  have  been  obtained ;  before  there 
eoiM  have  been  that  cordial  acquiescence  in  his  sahratian, 
that  persoad  appropriation  of  Him  to  the  aoal  in  all  his 
oflfees,  winch  tim  act  of  veeeMng  Him  implies ;  and  which, 
in  fiact,  is  that  very  eserclse  of  Faith,  by  which  our  adop- 
tion inio  the  fiunUy  of  God  is  accompliabed.     Let  us  advert 

Secondy,  To  the  way  in  whkh  this  Faith  lends  to  pro- 
dace  the  eflbct  ascribed  h>  it 

This  recdving  of  Ohmt,this  act  of  bdievi^  on  Him,  of 
wluch  we  speak,  is  the  consent  of  the  soul  to  the  covenant 
of  grace.  And  no  sooner  does  tiie  soid  yield  this  consent, 
then  its  union  with  Christ  is  accom^iafaed.  The  act  of 
Faith  is  virtoaHy  the  act  of  anion.  For  whenever  the  soul 
thoB  surrenders  itself  wifliout  reserve  to  Christ,  he  takes  It 
into  anion  with  Himself.  This  union  is  variously  represent- 
ed in  Scripture,  and  iUastrated  by  many  diflbrent  compari- 
sons. At  one  time  it  is  likened  to  the  engrafting  <tf  a  branch 
wlo  the  tree :  at  another  to  the  incorporation  of  a  limb  into 
ttie  body.  But  there  is  no  resemblance  more  fiwquentiy 
ea^^loyed  on  tUs  subject  than  the  marriage  union  i  ^  Thls'^ 
aays  the  apostle,  speakioy  of  the  union,  which  is  eflfected  by 
parftage,  ^<  This  is  a  great  mystei7,  but  I  i^eak  concerning 
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Christ  and  bi8  churcli/'*  Christ  is  tiie  bridi^pnKMi  of  his 
churchy  the  husband  of  his  people :  and  all  true  believers 
are  married  unto  Him,  and  thus  by  the  strongest  and  tewler* 
est  of  all  ties,  are  united  to  Him*  And  it  is  from  this  un* 
ion,  thus  effected,  and  accomplished  by  faith,  that  all  their 
interest  in  the  ^lessings  of  the  Groapel  spring.  They  ane 
*'  accepted  in  the  Beloved/'  and  stand  ^<  complete  in  Htou^ 
Having  united  them  Uf  Himself,  He  regards  and  treats  tliMi 
as  such  an  union  imports.  He  takes  their  debts  opoo  Him<- 
self  and  confers  his  riches  on  them.  He  washes  them  from 
tl^eir  sins  in  his  own  blood,  and  clothes  them  in  the  robe  of 
his  own  righteousness.  Thus  being  pardoned  through  fahi 
suflTerings,  and  jmtiCed  through  his  obedieace,  they  are  mcm^ 
counted  as  dear  children  in  Him,  are  admitted  as  one  witfei 
Him  into  the  family  of  God,  and  are  invested  with  all  the 
privileges,  which  that  high  distinction  involves.  When  the 
prodigal  returned  to  his  ftUher's  honw;  not  only  did  he 
meet  with  every  token  of  forgiveness  and  reconciliatien  $  bat 
in  every  respect  ho  was  welconMd  and  treated  as  a  son  ;  ^ 
son,  who  hail  been  ^^  dead,  but  was  alive  again  ;"  who  bad 
ie^n  *'  kfit,  but  was  found*/' 

Thu^  Faith  tend^  to  produce  tlie  effiect  ascribed  to  it.  By 
umting  the  soul  to  Clirist,  it  secures  to  it  a  name  and  a  place 
among  the  children  of  God ;  and  se  may  be  justly  regarded 
as  the  immediate  Cauac  by  which  our  adoption  is  acacompiish- 
cd*     We  consider 

IL  The  remate  Ckmse  of  this  efibct,  aegenBratimi^-'^^* 
JoU^  represents  those  who  through  faith  have  power  to  be- 
come the  sons  of  God,  not  only  as  having  believed  on  his 
pam^  but  also  as  having  been  *^  bom,  not  of  blood,  ner  of 
the  will  of  the  iesh,  nor  of  tlie  wiH  of  man,  but  of  God/'-- 
I'hat  the  birth,  which  the  apostle  liere  imputes  to  them  was 
not  their  natural  and  original  birth,  is  evident  from  the  man-t 
ner  in  wiiich  he  speaks  of  it.  Tliat  birth  la'as  of  blood,  on 
of  the  will  of  Uie  flesh,  or  of  the  will  of  man.  But  the  Wrtb 
of  which  the  apostio  speaks  was  not  of  any  of  these,  but  "  of 
God.''  Consequently  it  wus  another  and  a  later  btrth^  a 
second  or  a  new  birtli,  or  to  make  use  of  anotlier  term,  f^ 
Regoncratieii.  In  discussing  then  the  salyect  before  us^  |etl 
us  here  ako  advei*t  to  two  things  ;  First 

•  Ephes.  V.  32. 
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To  tte  natttre  of  this  new  klHh  ;  and  Secondly 
To  the  way  in  which  it  tends  to  prodace  the  e(ft«t  ascrib- 
ed to  it. 

The  nature  of  this  new  Urth  will  be  mofit  readily  perceiv- 
ed froKi  the  apoBtle^s  accomit  of  ita  aatbor  and  its  origin. 
~We  have  already  seen,  that  he  tells  whence  it  is  not,  and 
whence  it  is.^**  It  is  not  of  blood."     This  new  birth  is  not 
jvttdueed  by  nataral  generation/  neitlter  is  it  commanicated 
by  natoral  descent     No  man  inherits,  or  can  inherit  it, 
from  bis  nataral  parents.     His  rdation  to  any  particular 
hmily  gi^^  him  no  preference  or  title  to  it — JVttUier  is  it 
of  «<  tiw  will  of  the  flesh.*^     This  regeneration  is  not  the 
conseqaence  of  any  anui's  own  natural  choice,  nor  of  any 
preTtona  disposition  or  desire  for  it     Tlie  flesh,  which  is 
tlie  corrupt  natmtd  state,  has  no  inclination  for  being  borti 
again,  nor  indeed  has  any  knowledge  or  conception  of  the 
change  denoted  by  this  expression — JftUher  is  it  of  ^  the 
yirili  of  man*"    No  man  can  impart  this  new  birth  to  anoth- 
er.   Hewerer  desirous,  however  anxious  he  may  be  that  any 
particular  individual  should  partake  of  it,  he  is  otteriy  una- 
ble to  secure  the  accom^ishment  ot  his  wish*     So  far  from 
being  eonpetent  to  wiU,  he  is  not  even  able  to  eoigecture,  to 
wiiat  persons  this  blessing  shril  be  idthnately  dispeuMd. 
B«t  if  Regeneration  be  not  «^  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of 
the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,*'  whence  is  it?  It  is  *<  of 
God  f^  God  is  the  sole  Author  of  the  new  birth.     He  dis- 
penoes  it  according  to  his  sovereign  will,  and  accomplishes 
it  by  the  efllcacy  of  his  almighty  power.     The  great  agent 
in  accomplishing  it  is  the  Spirit,  who  by  His  immediate  op- 
eration on  the  soul  produces  this  important  change  :  for  we 
are  ^^  bom  again  of  the  Spirif     And  from  this  account 
tiwi  of  the  origin  of  Reg^eration  we  may  more  readily  per- 
ceive its  nature.     It  is  a  supernatural,  a  divine,  a  spiritual 
birth.     It  is  the  communication  of  a  supernatural  principle  $ 
the  infn8k>n  of  a  divine  natui*e ;  the  insertion  of  a  spiritual 
life.      «  That  which  is  bom  of  tlie  Spirit  is  spirit*'     The 
man  -who  is  thus  <*  bom  of  God,'*  is  a  "  new  creature.'*  He 
faaa  reeelved  into  his  lieart  a  heavenly  seod,  which,  partak- 
ing of  the  mtoro  of  Its  liigh  original,  has  a  tendency  to  pro- 
ditcc  all  holy  and  heavenly  affections  in  the  soul,  to  repair 
its  spiritual  decays,  and  to  renew  it  to  that  image  and  like- 
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ness  of  God,  wbicli  it  first  lost  by  sin.     Tbia  is  Bflgedera'* 
ti^n.     Let  us  advert  then,  Secondly 

To  the  way  in  which  it  tends  to  produce  the  eSbc^  as- 
cribed to  it.  This  way  is  obvious.  For  that  very  Faiths 
by  which  we  receive  the  adoption  of  sons,  is  itsstf  the  cob- 
sequence  and  the  fruit  of  regenerating  grace.  No  man  will 
truly  believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son  of  Ctod,  but  he  who  Is 
a  partaker  of  that  new  and  heavenly  nature  which  this  new 
birth  imparts.  St  John  expresriy  says,  that  ^^  whosoevef 
believeth  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  is  bom  of  Gbd.***  Un- 
less there  is  first  this  spiritual  birth,  there  can  be  no  true 
and  saving  faith.  For  how  can  a  man  with  the  heart  be^ 
lieve  unto  righteousness,  while  the  heart  is  stiU  in  an  unre- 
newed and  a  carnal  state  7  In  this  statet  he  heart  is  incapable 
of  believing.  It  neither  feels,  nor  apprehends  its  own  real 
dangers  and  wants.  It  has  no  spiritual  si^t  of  Christ 
It  perceives  not  His  excellency.  It  desires  not  His  fkvor.^ 
How  then  can  it  believe  on  Him  ?  In  support  of  this  reason- 
ing let  us  call  to  mind  those  several  important  particulars^ 
the  previous  existence  of  which,  as  we  have  deen,  is  essen- 
tial to  the  production  of  a  true  and  living  Faith,  namely  that 
conviction  of  guilt  and  fear  of  its  awful  con^uences :  that 
consciousness  of  blindness  and  weakness :  that  ¥^ingmjHi 
to  be  taught  and  strengthened  from  above:  that  distaste 
for  sin,  and  desire  of  deliverance  tvom  it :  that  persutoion 
of  the  sufficiency  of  Christ,  and  of  the  suitableness  of  hit 
salvation*  Can  these  things  exist  in  any^  but  in  a  regen- 
erate mind:  in  a  mind  enlightened,  humbled,  influenced 
by  the  Spirit  of  Ood  7  No ;  it  is  impossible.  No  soul 
which  is  not  bom  again  of  the  Spirit,  can  have  these  spir- 
itual convictions,  feelings,  fears,  and  desires.  No  soul  there- 
fore which  is  not  bora  again  of  the  Spirit^  can  have  Faith. 
— ^Tbus  Regeneration  tends  to  produce  the  eflfoct  ascribed 
to  it  Adoption  is  the  consequence  of  union  wifli  Christ 
This  union  is  accomplished  by  Faith ;  and  Faith  itself  is 
the  fruit  of  regenerating  Grace.  Those  persons  to  whom, 
on  receiving  Christy  '*  He  gave  power  to  become  the  sons 
of  God,  were"  first  '<  born,  not  of  blood,  n6r  of  the  will 
of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God.'^  Their 
believing  on  his  name  was  the  result  of  their  new  birth  : 

*  1  Iobii»  v.  1. 
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aM  tbaatkeirB^geiieratiaB  bj  flie  Spirit  eT  God  was  tke 
Causey  however  remote,  of  their  ad(qKioii  into  His  familj. 
Such  is  the  doctrine  unfolded  in  the  text  On  a  review 
of  it,  what  is  the  first  feelinj;  excited  in  the  mind,  but  ad- 
ipiration  at  the  wonderful  provisbn  made  (or  onr  perishing 
■Mils  ;  at  the  suitableness  and  the  sufficiencjr  of  that  provi- 
aion.  <<  O  tbe  depths  of  the  ricbea  both  of  the  wisdom  and 
knowledsa  of  God  r  How  <<  well  ordered  in  all  tbinfs  and 
sure"  is  that  covenant  of  grace,  wherein  He  has  *^  abound* 
ed  towards  us  in  all  wisdom  and  prudence  r  In  brineinf 
hack  sinners  to  his  family,  and  in  restoring  to  them  a  name 
and  a  place  amoqg  his  sons  and  daughters,  He  has  taken  ef- 
iectaal  care  that  none  shall  be  admitted  to  this  glorious 
frivilege,  who  are  not  first  made  meet  for  the  duties  and 
enjoyments  of  it.  He  has  so  constituted  the  method  of  sal- 
TaAion,  that  none  can  receive  the  adoption  of  sons,  but  those 
urho  are  previously  bom  again  of  His  Spirit ;  and  who  by 
this  new  birtb  have  been  made  partakers  of  that  holy  na- 
ture^ which  both  qualifies  and  disposes  them  for  discharg- 
ing the  ot&ce^  and  for  sharing  the  consolations  of  children* 
Tbo^  whom  He  adopts,  He  first  regenerates :  While  one  of 
tbe  necessary  efiiscts  of  this  Regeneration  is  to  lead  them 
sooner  or  U^r  to  that  exercise  of  Faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  by 
"Which  alone  their  adoption  is  brought  about  and  completed. 
All  that  are  adqited  have  been  regenerated :  all  that  are 
regenerated  will  be  adopted.  These  great  privileges  of 
Christianity  are  ins^arably  united  together;  while  Faith 
in  Christ  is  that  one  connecting  medium,  by  which  the  un- 
ion  is  at  first  efiected  and  afterwards  preserved. 

Here  then  is  an  important  ground  for  self-examination 
and  enquiry.  Would  we  know  whether  we  have  been  re- 
generated by  the  Spirit  of  God,  whether  we  have  received 
the  adoption  of  Sons ;  the  point  for  consideration  is  this, 
Have  we  Faith  in  Jesus  Christ  ?  None  can  truly  believe  in 
Bini>  who  are  not  born  of  God  :  while  to  as  many  as  receive 
J^Qnw  to  them  gives  be  power  to  become  the  Sons  of  God. 
JBq  tbl^  Faith  in  Christ  is  at  once  an  evidence  of  our  Regen- 
eration, as  well  as  a  proof  of  our  adoption.  If  we  have 
this  Faith  we  are  undoubtedly  bom  of  God,  and  as  un- 
doubtedly admitted  into  his  family  |  we  are  regenerated  and 
made  His  children  by  adoption  and  grace.  Have  we  then 
this  Faith  in  Jesus  Christ  Z  Do  we  believe  in  His  name  ? 
Vol.  n.  1^ 
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Do  we  oHHiidly  reoeh^  Bkn  as  freely  glrai  to  us  of  GM 
in  an  his  offices^  as  na  mspeakahfe  gtflf  precioaa  iK  o«r 
ejeSf  and  dear  to  our  kettrts  ?  Let  us  i^ain  odl  to  mind 
those  several  impmiaiit  particulars,  of  which  this  Faitb  al- 
ready presupposes  the  eixisteiice ;  and  see  what  experieaoe 
we  ourselves  have  of  them. 

1st.  Wb^  do  we  know  of  conviction  of  sin  7  Has  the 
Spirit  of  God  wrought  this  gmcious  work  in  our  aoite  2  Has 
He  opened  our  understanding  to  see,  luri  our  heafts  to  feel* 
wr  guilt  and  misery  as  sinners?  Has  he  so  discovered  to 
as  tlie  sinfulness  of  our  nature  and  conduct :  has  he  so  iafr- 
pressed  us  with  an  apprehension  of  the  punlslrinenl  whldi  we 
have  justly  incurredt  as  to  convince  us  of  the  necessity  of 
fleeing  from  the  wrath  to  come^  and  of  seeking  some  better 
refuge  than  any  which  our  own  merits,  *or  doings,  or  reso- 
lutions can  provide  ?  In  a  word,  have  we  ever  been  brought 
seriously  and  earnestly  to  put  to  ourselves  this  most  impor- 
tant question,  What  sbaH  I  do  to  be  saved  ? 

Sd.  Have  we  been  made  sensible  of  our  own  spirituri 
blindness  and  weaknesli ;  of  our  natural  ignorance  idNmt 
spiritual  things  ;  and  of  our  utt^  insufflkiency  of  ouitelves 
to  think  or  to  do  any  thing  that  is  good  1  Have  we  f^t  our 
need  of  divine  teaching  i  Under  an  humbling  cousdousneas 
of  the  darkness  and  hardness  of  our  minds,  have  we  been 
willing  to  be  enlightened  with  the  wisdom  which  is  from  »- 
bovo  ;  and  like  Utile  children  to  be  led  into  the  knowMge 
and  love  of  the  truth  ?  Have  we  (bit  our  need  of  divine 
strength  7  Deeply  experiencing  our  own  inability  to  seffa 
God  with  our  spirit,  and  to  offer  to  him  spiritual  sacrifices, 
have  we  longed  for  supernatural  help,  have  we  desired  to 
be  strengthened  with  might  from  above  in  tiie  inner  man  2 

3d,  Has  thei  love  of  sin  been  broken  in  our  hearts  7  Kwe 
we  so  seen  the  evil  of  our  depraved  nature,  as  to  be  dissat- 
isfied with  it  7  Have  we  so  fdt  the  burden  of  sinfU  habits 
as  to  iiave  groaned  under  their  weight  7  Have  w«  been  a- 
sharoed  and  grieved  at  tiie  recdlection  of  the  many  htiful- 
ties  which  we  have  committed,  and  have  we  looked  back 
with  contrition  and  regret  on  the  iniuenco  which  edn  has 
had  over  our  wills  and  affections  7  Have  we  be^  coaviaced 
of  the  beauty  of  holiness  7  Have  we  conceived  a  taste  for 
spiritual  duties  and  pleasures  7  Have  we  longed  to  be  rdeas- 
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d  froM  the  abirery  of  oorraptioBy  and4o  enjoy  ttout  libertj^ 
wUch  coMorts  in  a  freedom  fjpom  the  pover  of  gin  2 

4Xk.  What  have  been  our  views  of  Jesus  Christ*  and  of 
His^dkieiicy  in  respect  to  these  oar  many  spiritual  wants  i 
Have  we  seen  His  fulness  as  revealed  to  us  in  the  § oipel  ? 
Have  we  been  persuaded  that  He  is  aUe  to  bestow  on  os 
that  pardon  and  peace^  that  wisdom  and  strength,  that  lib- 
eity  a«A  hotimaBy  of  which  we  stand  in  need  ? — Under  this 
\  have  we  oome  to  Hin  tkr  these  spiritual  hies* 
»?  flare  we  commilted  ourselves  our  souk  and  all  their 
intewto,  to  His  mercy  and  power,  and  foithfolness  ?— -Are 
we  now  actually  living  in  dependaace  upon  Him,  as  oar 
prapbet;  priest,  and  king,  for  the  supply  oi  all  our  wants^ 
far  support  ander  all  our  temptatbns,  for  direction  in  all 
oar  ^Uikolties,  for  victory  over  aH  our  enemies  2  In  His 
Uood  are  we  trusting  for  forgiveness  ?  In  His  strength  are 
we  struggling  against  sin  ?  In  His  steps  are  we  endeavor- 
ing to  walk  ? 

My  brethren,  have  such  been  the  feelings,  and  conric- 
timis,  the  wishes  and  desires,  which  have  been  wrought  in 
smr  souls  2  Is  such  the  present  state  and  disposition  of  our 
beart  ?  Then  have  we  Faith  in  Christ*  iThen  have  we  re- 
cdved  Him,  and  have  believed  in  His  name.  And  what  is 
the  condttsbu  which  follows?  Then  are  VFe  born  of  God 
and  are  adopted  into  His  family.  This  is  a  conclusion, 
wUeh  we  cannot  resist,  without  resisting  the  Scriptures 
tbemseives.  Why  indeed  sliould  we  attempt  to  resist  it  2 
If  the  ^nrit  of  God  in  the  word  bear  witness  with  our  spir- 
it that  we  are  the  children  of  God,  why  should  we  doubt  or 
oppooe  this  testimony  ?  Rather  let  us  thankfully  receive  it 
Bttthtf  let  us  rejoice  in  our  privilege*  Bearing  in  mind  tiie 
fiace  which. hfis. been  vouchsaM  to  us,  and  the  dignity  to 
which  we  have  bfon  raised,  kt  us  strive  to  live  worthy  of 
oar  holy  calliag;  and  labor  to  shew  that  we  are  indeed  the 
lUfenerated  and  ad^ted  <>b]|daen  of  Gpd  by  walking  in  His 
Spirit,  and  hripgifig  forth  the  fruits  of  righteousness. 

On  the  other  hMd,  does  cpnscienee  bear  witness  against 
aa  2  In  leGHonse  to  t|^  questions  which  have  been  put,  does 
it  sKrslly  sagr  to  any  of  us,  yofi  know  nothing  of  all  these 
fhimp,  <<  Too  ane  a  stranger  to  all  these  feelings,  convic- 
tions, and  4emr0B.^'— Than  it  is  pkin,  that  you  have  not 
Faith  in  Christ :  and  being  destitqte  of  Faith,  you  are  not 
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the  child  of  fibd.  This  is  a  conclusion  as  certain  as  the 
one  which  we  before  considered.  You  may  deny,  but  you 
cannot  refute  it  You  may  disbdieve,  but  you  cannot  set 
it  aside.  The  testimony  is  sure.  You  believe  net  in  Christ : 
therefore  you  are  still  in  your  sins ;  still  in  the  fleshy  and 
consequently  as  yet  shut  out  from  the  family  of  Gt>d.  Yoa 
are  neither  regenerated  by  His  Spirit,  nor  adopted  by  His 
Grace.  0  consider,  before  it  is  too  late,  the  awful  misery 
of  such  an  apostate  condition.  Humbly  cast  yourself  be- 
fore the  throne  of  mercy,  and  earnestly  pray  for  a  blessing 
from  above.  Pray  that  you  may  be  bom  of  God.  Pray 
that  you  may  have  Faith  to  receive  tiie  Lord  Jesus  Christy 
and  to  believe  in  His  name.  Pray  that  you  may  have  pow- 
er to  become  the  child  of  God.  And  may  the  Lord  botk 
teach  you  to  pray,  and  send  you  an  answer  of  poace,  for  His 
name  and  His  mercies'  sake ! 


SERMON  J^ 

The  Love  of  God  in  Redemption. 

jouNy  iii.  16. 

For  God  80  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  his  ordy-hegottevL 
Son^  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him,  should  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life. 

THE  great  fondamental  troths  of  the  Gospd 
are  few  and  simple,  easify  understood  and  readily  remem- 
bered. At  the  same  time,  because  they  are  fondameatid, 
because  they  lie  at  the  very  foundation  of  our  futh  and 
practice,  they  cannot  be  too  clearly  exj^ned,  or  too  fre^ 
qnenfly  inculcated.  Those  who  know  their  valoe^  will 
never  be  weary  of  hearing  thrai  stated  $  feir  *^  fliey  love  the 
joyfal  sound:''  while  such  as  are  satiated  or  disgusted  with 
the  repetition  of  them,  plainly  shew  that  they  have  sever  as 
yet  beard  or  understood  them  to  any  real  purpose.  I  shidi 
therefore  4eem  no  apotegy  neeessarf  for  leading  yon  to  a 
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cMndemtton  of  those  pbAi^  tat  wmmmitmm  tmtfcsf  wbicii  tbi 
words  rf  Cbrist  Hknaelf  in  the  text  wgsest  to  m.  *<  For 
fiM  so  loved  the  world  that  Be  gaie  his  oily-hegottea 
8oD»  that  whosoever  believctb  in  BUhh  shsnld  not  perish, 
hot  have  everlasting  life."  And  nMiy  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
be  so  present  with  ns  in  Ascenraing  en  these  words^  that  the 
Timtbs  stig^sited  hy  them  may  come  home  to  aU  oar  hearts 
with  a  savory  an  eoergyp  and  an  naotlsn  which  we  have 
never  felt  before ! 

The  FirH  great  Truth,  ef  which  the  Te^t  reminds  as,  is 
^Mm,  that  the  Love  of  God  is  the  prime,  moving  caaae  of 
our  SalvatioiK  As  it  »  true  ef  every  individoal  among  as, 
that  if  we  now  love  God,  <<  it  is  becaase  He  irst  loved  4is :'! 
that  if  we  are  now  walking  in  newness  of  life,  it  is  becaase 
**  GifAf  who  is  rich  in  meroy,  ef  his  great  love  wherewith 
He  loved  as,  hath  qaickened  as  together  with  Christ  :^  so 
it  is  eqoaily  tme  of  the  whole  scheme  of  Bedemption  in  gen- 
eral, that  it  is  altogether  the  effect  and  the  result  of  the 
Love  of  God.  It  was  becaase  Ood  loved  the  world,  that  He 
provided  a  ransom,  a  salvation  for  it — ^Andof  what  aatare 
was  this  Love  ?  It  was  not  a  Love  of  approbation,  and  com- 
placency. God  could  not  approve  tiie  world,  and  regard  it 
vrith  pleasure  and  aflbction.  For  it  was  an  evil  worid,  a  worid 
lying  in  wiekedness,  a  guilty,  a  rebeBious»  an  apostate  world. 
There  was  nothing  in  the  state  of  the  world,  which  could  re- 
commend it  to  the  favor  of  God,  or  make  it  an  object,  which 
He  cooM  regard  with  satisfaction  and  delight.  Neither  was 
there  any  thing  in  it,  which  could  pro$peeHvdji  attract  hb 
love.  It  could  make  Him  no  suitable  return.  **  Our  goodness 
reacbeth  not  unto  God.''  Infinitely  blessed  and  glorious  in 
Hinmelf,  He  stood  in  need  of  nothing  in  this  world,  which 
might  add  to  His  essential  happiness  and  i^hHy.  Had  the 
world  perished  for  ever.  His  blessedness  would  not  have 
boea  lessened.  Instead  of  devising  a  way  of  saving  this 
worM,  He  might,  with  one  almighty  word,  have  created  a 
tbonsaad  worlds  superior  to  it  in  every  respect,  sarpassing 
ft  la  heaaty  and  excellence,  and  free  from  every  taiat  and 
pemibiHty  of  evil_Of  what  Und  then  was  His  Love  I  It 
was  a  Love  of  pity  and  compassioa.  God  pitied  the  world : 
and  pity  is  akin  to  love.  He  saw  its  beauty  marred ;  its 
glory  extingaished ;  its  happiarss  destroyed.  He  saw  the 
creatures,  whom  He  had  made,  sunk  and  dshnsed  in  sia ; 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


10£ 

kii  owa  UeiMd  mmgt  dEM»d  bom  tbaif  soul ;  Imuvm  gbtt 
for  eireragaiitttlheiii;  bell  opened  to  ncMvetbem;  liiMry 
Mid  rain  tbeir  portion  for  ever.  lie  saw  all  ttese  ttiings* 
nnd  He  was  inoired  with cumpaMion  for thenu  Beaawtiiair 
lart  and  deeperaAe  coadttion,  and  pitied  it ;  and  in  pity 
|danne4  and  provided  a  way  of  dettrorance  for  thoni.  **  He 
oaw  that  there  was  no  nnn ;  and  wondered  that  ihere  was 
ao  intsrcessfur :  He  looked  and  there  was  none  to  heip^  nnd 
He  wondered  that  there  was  none  to  nphoM  :  therefore  his 
own  am  brai^  Salvation.'^  And  what  was  the  Salva- 
tion which  His  feve  prompted  Him  to  bring  ?  '<  He  gave 
his  only-begotten  Son/' 

TUs  is  the  Seeomd  Troth  soggesled  in   the  Tcst-^The 
Soriptnres^  in  peaking  of  the  Love  of  God  in  o«r  Heden^ 
tion»  never  attempt  to  explain  or   describe  its  dimensions. 
They  always  r^resent  it  as  a  Love  wfaieh  ^*  passeth  knowl- 
edge:'' aLove,  the  breadth,  and  depth,  and  length*  and  height 
of  which  are  to  us  at  present  utterly  iacompreh«isible.«-^  Be- 
bold  !  (says  St.  John)  wAtd  msMsr  of  feve  the  Father  has 
bestowed  npen  as  V  What  mmmer!  bat  there  he    slops, 
nor  pretends  to  delineate  and  deiine  it     So  in   the  text 
Cbrirt  HiflMetf  only  says, «'  God  so  loved  the  worid."     Bat 
how    greally,  how  wonderCally,  how  intensely,  in   what 
fneasaie,  and  to  how  great  a  degree  he  attempts  not  to  eir 
|dain.~It  is  not  indeed  fry  loards  that  an  adsyate  idea  of 
Love  can  at  any  time  be  conveyed.    La^gnage  most  always 
prove  a  very  insidfcient  mode  of  giving  to  any  one  a  cor- 
jrectidea  of  the  degree  in  which  another  loves  him.     It  is 
by  actionSf  that  not  only  the  sincerity,  bat  9ifm  the  measure 
of  afiection  is  shewn.     If  a  person  makes  great  sacrlfces 
for  OS,  pats  himself  to  great  inooavenieoces  on  our  aocomit, 
encoonters    troubles  and  dangers  for  our  sake,   we  are 
led  to  boUeve  that  he    loves  as  greatly.      We  estimate 
tbe  extent  of  hb  love  to  us  by  the  extent  of  bis  services  for 
us.    And  in  this,  way  the  Scriptarf«  endeavor  to  give  as 
sooM  just  conception  of  the  Loi'oof  Ood  ia  mr  redemption. 
They  direct  us  to  consider  whmt  He  has  done  to  save  the 
world,  that  so   we  may  tbe  better  qiprehend  tbe  degree  of 
love  which  He  bears  to  it     His  Love  has  been  shewn  ui 
his  aotioM.     It  has  bec^  evidenced  to  as,  not  by  words  on* 
ly»  but  by  deeds.    Thus  St  John  tells  w,  <' In  this  was 
msoiMed  the  ]40ve  of  God  towards  osi  because  that  God 
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fmt  Ufi  cwly-lM«^tt«i  8m  liilB  the  «orli.''-..ABd  Umb 
Gkriat  wiys  in  the  toxt,  <«  God  so  lof«4  the  wwUt  tluit  He 
gtve  his  oiil74N)eotteo  Son."— -TUb  CUft  of  Hk  Son,  his 
orij-hegoiton  Son^  w«f  tbe  niuiifiMtBlkMi  and  Urn  BMsaaore 
of  his  Love  to  wui.    And  how  groAt,  hew  Testy  mast  thi^ 
Lsre  be,  which  led  to  mith  a  memfestailiim  ef  itseir!  Hew 
desp,  hew  tonder,  hew  uitease  must  be  the  Leve  of  God  to 
mm,  when  for  thsir  eekee  He  withheld  net  his  8oa»  his 
only  Sott>  bet  frselj  gave  Him  up  for  them  tU!  It  will  help 
us  however  in  oar  meditations  on  this  subjedy  to  ruanhlff 
What  is  meant  by  God's  gMt^  bis  only-begotlea  Son ;  to 
enquire  in   what  sense,  in  what  way,  to  what  end  did  He 
g^  Him  7  By  comparing  the  iangnnge  of  the  text  with  the 
pessage  I  have  quoted  from  St.  Jolui,  weshdl  see  that  God's 
giroing  bis  onlj-bc^ten  Son  was  the  same  ifamg  with  his 
aiMdimg  kmu^tke  workL    When  the  San  of  God  became 
iwearaate^  when  the  Word  was  made  iesh  ;  when  He  whe 
toy  ia  the  besom  of  the  Father,  and  was  in  thefonn  of  God, 
kid  aside  his  glery,  and  took  on  Him  the  form  of  a  Man ; 
when  he  thus  became  Emoumud,  Grod  with  as»  Ged  in  enr 
natare^— then  God  gitoe   his  only-begotten  Son*     He  gaw 
him  as  a  ransom,  a  sacrifice,  a  propitiatien  for  the  wrald. 
For  In  thus  gi'eis|f  Htm  to  become  incanmte.  He  gave  him 
up  to  all  the  oonnsquenecs,  which  that  incarnation  entailed. 
Consider  what  these  were.     He  i^troe  Him  up  to  all  the  in- 
fimitiei,  trials,  and  temptations,  to  whioh  oar  Men  nature 
13  expoosd    g>a«  him  up  to  a  life  of  trouble,  affltotion,  and 
pereecution  :  to  be  opposed  and  contradicted  by   sinners  ; 
to  be  reviled  and  insulted ;  to  be  beaten  and  spit  upon — 
gnt  Him   into  the  hands  ef  his  enemies  ;  left  Him,  as  it 
were  for  a  eeason,  in  the  power  ef  Men  and  Devils^  to  en- 
dmre  all  the  sufferings  which  their  utmost  fury  and  malice 
could  iaflict  upon  Him — gave  Him  up' to   death,  even  the 
death  ef  the  Cross ;  that  most  painful  aad  ignominious  of  all 
death^^^ove  His  soul  an  offering  for  sin,  to  be  wounded  for 
our  tnomgressions,  to  be  bruised  for  our  iniquities,  to  experi- 
ence inward  agony,  darkness,  dismay,  and  all  those  unspeak- 
aUe  horrors,  which  «i  the  Sui^ty  and  Substitute  of  Sinners, 
He  was  required  to  undei^«— This  is   what  is  meant  by 
God'a  grmgr  has  Son.     And  when,  for  the  sake  of  the 
'world*  this  wicked  and  refaelliens  world  of  sinners*  He  thus 
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gtive  Bid  Son^  bte  only-bogotten  Son,  his  deady  bdoTed 
Son,  surely  we  may  form  some  faint  conceptions  at  leasV 
how  exqutsitelyf  bow  tenderly,  be  loved  tbe  world ! 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  tbe  Third  Trutb  suggested  in  the 
text.  This  may  be  considered  as  tbe  application  of  tbe 
preceding  Two.  **  God  loved  tbe  world,  and  gave  His 
Son  :"  and  why  ?  **  That  whosoever  bdievetb  in  Him, 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everiasting  life."-^Tbe  end  for 
which  God  thus  gave  His  Son  was  that  we  through  Him 
might  be  saved.  In  considering  this  Tmth  there  are  two 
things  to  be  noticed. 

1.  The  way  in  which  Salvation  is  here  described. 

^.  The  persons  to  whom  it  is  limited. 

1.  The  way  in  which  Salvation  is  here  described  is  two- 
fold, negatively,  and  positively ;  shewing  what  shall  not 
happen  to  those  that  are  saved,  and  what  $haU  hiq^n  to 
them.  In  other  words,  we  are  here  reminded  of  the  misery 
from  whidi  Salvation  will  deliver  us ;  and  of  the  blessed- 
ness to  which'  it  will  exalt  us  :  and  in  the  review  of  these 
points  we  shall  obtain  still  further  discoveries  of  tbe  Love 
of  God  to  Man. 

Salvation  delivers  us  from  the  wrath  to  come.  They  who 
are  saved  '^  shall  not  perish.''  To  perish  is  to  die ;  but  not 
simply  to  die,  not  to  die  a  natural  death  ;  not  to  die  once  for 
all  and  to  be  reduced  to  nothing,  to  have  no  more  sense  or 
life,  or  feeling  for  ever.  No  :  to  perish  or  die,  in  the  mean- 
ing of  the  text,  signifies  to  dit  eternaUy  /  to  endure  tbe  bit- 
ter pains  of  eternal  death  ;  in  other  words,  to  be  *^  driven 
with  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord 
and  from  tlie  g^ory  of  his  power ;"  for  ever  to  be  deprived 
of  his  favor ;  to  be  shut  up  under  his  wrath  ^  to  be  cast  in- 
to helUfire,  where  the  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not 
qocncbeil.  This  is  the  second  Death ;  that  death  which  is 
the  wages  of  Sin  |  that  deaths  to  which  all-  men  have  sub- 
jected themselves  ;  for  all  have  sinned. — ^This  is  to  perish : 
and  tlms  to  perish  is  the  natural,  the  necessary  consequence 
of  rebellion  against  God.^ — But  to  deliver  us  from  this  death 
is  one  part  of  the  Salvation  provided  for  us.  They  who  are 
saved,  shall  not  thus  perish.  This  was  one  part  of  that 
mcrciftil  design  with  which  God  gave  hb  only -begotten  Son, 
namely,  to  rescue  and  redeem  us  from  eternal  misery.  Tbe 
sufferings  and  death  of  Him  who  was  God  as  well  as  Man, 
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irire  a  sacriflce  fbr  firM,  trMch  God  was  pleaded  to  krcept  tti 
the  stead  of  those  Safferings  and  of  that  death,  whieh  dinners 
had  deserved  and  wer^  condemned  themsebes  to  undergo. 
Thus  by  his  stripes  we  are  healed;  Bj  his  death  we  lite. 
—How  great  was  the  Lore  of  Ood  to  the  worM,  in  that  tie 
w«s  disposed  at  sach  a  price  .to  redeem  mankind  from  the 
pains  of  liell ! 

But  this  was  ortly  a  psCrt  of  ttis  gracious  purpose.  He 
had  a  farther  object  in  view.  He  designed,  in  giving  his 
enly-bcgotten  Son,  not  only  to  deliver  men  fhimf  wrath,  but 
to  restore  them  to  favor :  not  only  to  redeem  them  fh)m  hell^ 
bat  to  exalt  them  to  heatveu.  They  who  are  saved^  not  only 
^  shall  not  perish^  but  shall  have  everlasting  Hfe.^'  And 
who  can  comprehend  what  this  egression  means  ?  Wh€n 
indMd  we  read  that  ^  God  hath  given  to  as  eternal  life," 
and  *'  that  this  life  is  in  His  Son,"  we  can  understand,  that 
in  giving  His  only-begotteri  Son,  Gbd  in  virtue  of  his  medi- 
ation, in  consideration  6(  his  perfect  obedience  unto  deaths 
has  restored  to  us  a  title  to  eternal  life,  and  has  opened  tor 
■s  again  the  door  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. — But  who  can 
anderstaod^  who  can  conceive^  what  that  life  implies,  what 
that  kingdom  contains  ?  To  live  for  ever  in  peace,  and  hap- 
piness, and  ^ory  ;  to  know  God,  to  see  Him,  to  scn'e  Him> 
to  dwdl  in  ffis  presence,  to  taste  of  His  pleasures ;  to  be 
for  ever  freed  from  every  thing  which  is  painfhl  and  evil> 
from  trouble,  sickness,  and  sin ;  to  have  all  tears  wiped  a-^ 
way  from  our  eyes ;  to  put  on  a  glorious  immortality ;  to 
enter  on  an  unfading  inheritance ;  to  be  crowned  with  an 
eternal  weight  of  glory — ^these  are  some  few  of  the  expres- 
sions used  in  Scripture  to  convey  an  idea  of  what  Heatcii  is, 
ef  what  those  joys  are,  concerning  wtrlcb  it  is  after  all  de* 
dared,  that  '^eye  hath  uot  seen,  nor  ear  heard  them,  neither 
iave  they  entered  into  the  heart  of  man."*  Yet  to  bring 
08  to  this  heaven,  to  put  us  into  possession  of  those  joys^  was 
the  other  part  of  that  rich,  that  merciful  dcfsign,  for  which 
God  gave  His  only-begotten  Son.  How  greats  how  deep, 
how  exquisite  must  be  his  Love  to  man,  which  led  Him  to 
plan,  to  provide,  and  to  complete  by  such  means  such  a  Sai- 
vatton  for  them !  But  we  notice 

♦lGap.il.9. 
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Socoiiiiy,  Tbe  persoM  to  wkom  W»  MhNrtiAn  te  Ihkited. 
Will  otf  mem  ^rtftkeeftt:?Wtil  oB  bo  saved?  WUl  Kit  li« 
delivered  from  wratb  ?  Will  ott  be  received  into  heaven  ? 
The  Scriptural  answer  No  !  to  these  enquiries.  The  text 
points  o«t  to  VB  tbe  persons  te  whiOM  tbae  salvation  will  he- 
long,  for  whom  it  is  intended,  to  whom  it  is  limited,  even  be- 
lievers in  Jesos  Christ.  God  hath  ^ven  ^  His  on)y*begot* 
ten  Son,  that  whosoever  Mitveth  in  Him,  sbouM  not  perish, 
but  have  everlasting  life."  This  indeed  is  that  one  quidiA- 
cation,  which  the  Scriptinm  uaifonaly  lay  down  as  imUn- 
pensaUo  to  salvation,  BeUef  in  the  Son  of  God.  <'  Be  tM 
beiie?eth  on  Him  is  sot  condemned :  but  he  that  beUev«tli 
not^  is  condemned  already."  <^  He  that  believeth  on  tim 
Son  hath  everlasting  life :  and  he  that  believeth  not  tk^  Son 
Shan  net  see  lUe»  bnt  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  UmJ^ 
^  He  that  believeth  and  is  baptissed  sbaH  be  saved :  he  that 
believeth  not  (whether  he  may  have  been  baptized  or  not) 
shall  be  damned*"*  But  there  is  no  occasion  to  multiply 
texts  on  a  point  so  plain  as  this.  The  Salvation  of  the  Gos- 
pd  is  designed  and  prepared  for  Believers  in  Christ ;  it  is 
promised  and  limited  to  them.  And  who  are  meant  by  Be- 
lievors  in  Christ  ?  Those,  who  receive  and  welcome  Him  as 
their  divine  L<rfd  and  Saviour :  who  flee  to  Him  for  refuge ; 
cast  themselves  npon  His  nmrcy  $  tmst  in  his  merits  and 
promises ;  and  submit  to  Him  as  their  Prophet^  Priest,  and 
King :  these^  who,  rsnouncing  their  own  righteousness,  seek 
only  to  be  fMnd  in  His :  whe  feeling  their  own  weakness, 
lean  on  tbe  hope  of  His  heavenly  graee ;  who  denyiag 
thenmelves,  their  own  corrupt  and  evil  inclinations,  take  vp 
tbdr  cross  and  follow  Him  :  those,  in  whose  estimation  He 
is:precious|  in  wimse  affeetion  He  dwells ;  in  whose  heart 
He  rfjgns )  in  whose  lives  He  is  manifosted* — Such  are  Be- 
lievers in  Christ  Such  are  the  persons,  to  whom  the  sal- 
vation of  the  Gospel  is  limited.  To  these  only  it  hi  promis- 
ed. These  only  are  the  persons,  ^  who  rimll  not  pernh,  but 
shall  have  everlasting  life."  And  what  then,  my  brethren, 
what,  as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  as  a  preacher  of  Salva- 
tiony  as  your  best  and  sincerest  friend  !  what  have  I  to  do, 
but  to  invite,  to  urge,  to  intreat  yott  thus  to  believe  in  the 
6nly-begotten  Son  of  God  i  And  on  this  subject  what  arga- 

*  Joha  lit.  18.  36.       Mark  icvi.  16. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


■enlB  Cftti  I  ttMiM>6  mtm  pM^HM^  more  persu«ii?e  thin 
these,  wirich  ttie  very  dtseMdon  ef  the  subject  has  ssf- 
9»te(L 

Hath  God  so  loved  you  as  to  have  given  his  only-be- 
gott^i  Sen,  th«t  you  iiii|;ht  not  perish,  but  may  have  ever- 
hstb^  Kfe  7  And  wiU  you  perish  after  all  ?  Will  you  not 
have  ^veilasttog  life  ?  Wttl  you  reject  these  offers  of  mercy  ? 
WUl  you  diMPegard  tMs  woiiderftil  exhibition  of  Almislity 
lov%! 

Consider  what  you  are,  and  what  you  have  been  doing. 
Think  of  all  your  rebellion  against  God  ;  of  your  many  sins 
cofliaiittsd  against  Him ;  of  the  opposition  and  enmity  which 
there  are  in  your  heart  to  his  holy  will  and  holy  ways ;  and 
then  r^ect  with  yourselves,  whether  it  is  not  very  wonderful 
that  God  should  have  provided  you  with  any  Saviour  at  all> 
hot  e^ecially  with  suck  a  Saviour*  Is  it  not  a  very  con- 
vincing proof  how  deeply  He  pities  you,  how  earnestly  He 
uishes  your  happiness,  that  of  his  own  accord  He  gave  up 
his  <Hily  Son  to  suffer  and  to  die  for  your  salvation ;  and 
will  it  not  be  as  oonvineing  a  proof  of  your  ingratitude  and 
dstermined  hostility  against  Htm,  if  you  peisist  in  rejectiB($ 
this  salvation  ?  Love  ought  to  beget  love ;  and  the  heart, 
which  is  not  won  by  kindness  and  goodness,  is  hard  indeed* 

Coiinder  also  more  particularly,  what  is  the  return  which 
God  requires  of  you  for  all  this  love*  It  is  to  believe  in 
His  only-begfotten  Son ;  to  receive  S&m  tar  your  Master, 
who  is  the  kindest  of  ail  masters ;  to  subUHt  to  Bim  as 
jmur  King,  who  is  the  best  ^  allKiags;  to  follow  Him  for 
your  CoQOseHor,  who  is  the  wisert  of  all  CounseUors ;  te 
take  Mm  fbr  your  Frijend,  who  is  the  firmest  of  all  Friends; 
to  tfwst  in  jffim  as  your  Saviour,  who  Is  not  merely  a  great,  h 
svBaiMty  IM  Afanighty^  but  Ae  salf  Saviour.  Is  there  uny 
thing  in  M  this  requisttio%  whidi  is  hard,  which  is  griev- 
ous |  any  tiling  to  which  youi»ii  reasonably  object  2 

Consider  further^  wkif  this  return  is  dtmttnMi  of  yon ; 
Is  what  end  you  are  reqviired  thus  to  beKevo  on  the  Son  of  * 
God.  Not  for  Ats  benefit,  but  for  yours ;  not  to  profit  God, 
hot  yourselves.  R  is  your  own  personal  sdvation  which 
IS  at  otafce.  It  is  your  own  individttal  misery  or  happinean 
\thich  depeiids  upon  your  eouipHance  with  tiiis  requisition : 
anU  HMfWbiiAer,  it  is  your  happiness,  or  misery  for  ever^ 
If  yon  Mieve  not,  you  perish  3  and  you  perish  for  ever* 
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iek%  vrfttk  of  Clod  will  abide  on  you  tAetultf ;  ftnd  wOktMi 
on  you  the  more  heavily,  becaase  yoa  have  ngected  his  love, 
if  yoa  bdieve,  you  will  ba?e  life  even  life  for  ever  and 
ever.  Yon  >^ill  be  aafe  and  secure  in  the  hour  of  deatli. 
While  your  bpdy  sleeps  in  the  eaiih,  your  spirit  will  be 
bappy  in  pamdi^jB.  At  the  last  day*  when  tbe  tnunpet 
shall  sounds  ypu  will  have  a  joyfal  resorrection.  Your  body 
will  be  raised  incorniptible.  Your  soal  will  be  nnited  to  it 
in  glory  ;  and  both  will  live  togetlier  in  heaven  for  ever 
^d  ever.. 

My  brotbren,  can  I  sgy  any  thing  more  to  induce  your 
(n^mpliance  2  If  these  things  will  not  convince,  wiU  not  per- 
snade  you,  the  reason  i^  plain  ;  you  do  not  give  credit  to 
tliein.  Your  heart  is  shut  up  in  unbelief.  You  do  not  real- 
}j  believe  one  word  which  I  have  been  speaking  to  you  : 
nay,  (of  what  moment  is  it,  tbi^  yoa  believe  not  what  isay) 
yqu  do  not  really  believe  one  word  which  Je$u$  CbrUt  iBm- 
$df  has  said  in  tbe  text,  has  said  to  yoM  in  the  GospeL 
You  hear  his  sayings,  but  do  not  receive  them  in  faith  and 
Jovfs.  They  souQd  in  your  earsy  they  float  in  yaur  heads, 
but  they  do  not  sink  into  your  hearts.  There  other  things 
bave  possp^on,  ^d  qot  the  word  of  Christ.  There  pride, 
or  lust,  or  the  world,  or  sin,  iu  some  shi^  or  other,  oc- 
cupy th|s  chief  placOf  an4  shut  out  the  things  which  belong 
to  your  real  pei^e :  for  while  any  of  these  works  of  the 
flesh  have  rule  within,  Christ  will  not  enter,  and  you  can- 
inot  believe.  Pray  then  for  strength  to  resist  and  to  overw 
come  this  strong  man  arme4*  Pi»y  that  a  stronger  than 
}nd  may  come  upon  him  and  cast  him  out  Pray  that  yoi| 
may  have  the  wi)l  and  the  power  to  receive  Jesus  Christ. 
|f  you  have  once  decidedly  the  will,  it  will  not  be  loi^  be- 
fore you  bfiTc  the  power.  Ue^  who  giveth  ti^  wiU,  inH 
give  the  power.  He^  who  entered  into  the  world  to  pinrify 
and  to  save  it,  will  enter  into  your  he^  with  all  bis  purtr 
tying  and  saving  efficacy^  ^ad  wiU  tefich  you  to  know  in 
truth  tbe  blessedness  of  bi^ving  the  Sua  ^  God  for  ymr 
Saviour. 

Are  there  not  some  who  already  know  this  blessedaess  i 
gome  who  have  tasted  his  grace;  who  have  felt  his  powers 
who  have  experienced  his  love  ?  Such  (as  1  nemarked,  at 
fhe  beginning  of  this  discourse)  will  rejoice  .to  hoar  .the 
|)orious  truths,  which  I  have  b^  atteyiptin^  tf  i^rfahli 
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tivMegotd  tUuigeofgvMljoj,  ^rineb  tlMe  graciew  worit 
fo  ivanilesfly  proclaim^  that  *'  Qad  so  lored  the  world  as  to 
give  His  only-begotten  Son,  that  wbo6<&ver  believeth  in 
Him,  shonld  not  perishy  bat  have  everlasting  life.''  Ti- 
dings of  great  joy  itidui  I  Blessed  and  glorious  tmths ! 
li^ay  yoH,  who  fieel  them  to  be  so,  live  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  privileges  which  they  involve  $  in  the  Ikithfui 
discbarge  of  the  duties  and  obligatiiMis  which  they  impose  ! 
Live  as  becomes  those,  who  are  made  pattakers  of  sncb  a 
benefit  ;  who  have  experienced  such  a  love;  are  redeemed 
at  such  a  price ;  belong  to  such  a  Saviour  |  are  saved  from 
iUQb  a  death ;  and  are  risen  to  such  a  life.  Walk  in  faith 
and  obedience.  Depend  only  on  the  Spirit  to  work  in  yoa 
to  will  and  to  do.  Be  instant  in  prayer.*  Be  patient  in 
well-doing.  Go  through  evil  rqiort,  and  good  rsport 
And  may,  the  Lord  comfort  and  stablisb  your  hearts  !  May 
He  confirm  your  peace :  invigorate  yoor  hopes :  cheer  and 
refresh  you  by  bis  presence ;  and  cause  all  things  to  work 
together  for  your  present  and  everlastuig  good,  for  hia 
mercy's  sake,  through  Jesus  Christ ! 


SERMON  XI. 

The  can  of  the  Gospel  to  Sinners. 

SntBSIAKS,  ▼•   14. 

Wktrefifre  Bt  saith,  Awake,  Hum  that  deepest,  and  arise 
from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give  thee  Light. 

THESE  words  may  be  considered  as  the  great 
Call  of  God  to  mmen  in  the  Gospel  of  his  Son.  In  many 
ways,  and  by  different  persons  He  has  at  different  times  de- 
Uvn«d  this  Call ;  by  the  jm^bets  in  their  preaching  and 
writiiqjs  ^  by  John  the  Baptist,  tbe  forerunner  of  Christ ; 
by  Christ  Himself;  by  his  Apostles  after  Him ;  by  his 
jninisters  ever  since ;  by  tbe  inspired  writings  of  the  New 
Testaowat;  by  the  eipemplary  and  holy  lives  of  true  ChrtSf 
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tiaw  tai  eT«i7  1^  $  by  ik/b  <tergt  Mdcoiliwitl  awgfmhMig 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  All  thede  as  it  were  with  one  Totce, 
proclaim  the  cah  in  the  text  By  all  of  tbetn  the  Lord  de- 
livers the  sane  meosage  to  maBkind.  '<  He  saith^  Awake^ 
Thon  that  sleapest^  and  arise  froin  the  dead>  and  Christ 
shall  give  thee  lighf^  In  endeavoring  on  the  present  jk- 
casion  to  enforce  this  tall,  and,  with  the  divine  hkesing,  to 
bring  it  home  to  the  liearts  of  all  those  whom  it  may  con- 
ttnp  I  shall  shew, 

I.  The  State  in  which  the  Gospel  finds  raanklad. 

IL  The  Doty  which  it  calls  on  them  to  discbarge* 

IIL  The  encoaragement  which  it  affords  for  discharg- 
i«git 

I.  The  State  in  which  the  (hmfd  finds  mankind  is  1^ 
resented  in  the  te&t  as  a  state  of  $Uep  and  of  deutk.  «  A* 
wake,  Thon  that  $Utpe$U  and  arise  from  the  deodJ^  Thess 
expressions  are  doabtless  ftgurative,  and  are  intended  to  de- 
scribe tite  spiriiwU  condition  of  the  person  addressed,  that 
is,  the  state  of  his  seal  with  respect  to  God  and  Religion* 
Taking  the  words  then  in  their  most  natural  and  obviom 
sense,  without  putting  on  them  any  forced  and  strained 
interpretation,  they  clearly  imply,  tliat  the  Goq^  finds  men 
in  a  state  of  great  insensibility  and  unconcern  with  reelect 
to  the  things  of  another  world,  and  of  extreme  indisposition, 
and  unwillingness  to  set  about  the  work  of  true  Religioa 
Such  is  the  lowest  sense  which  We  can  put  upon  these  ex- 
prcssions ;  and  a  sense,  which  the  experience  of  every  day 
confirms  and  justifies. 

How  men  came  into  this  most  awful  state,  this  state  of 
spiritual  Sleep  and  Death,  is  a  point  which  might  be  easily 
shewn :  for  the  Bible  very  clearly  and  fully  explains  it. 
But  it  is  not  a  point,  into  which  I  have  now  any  occasion  to 
enter.  My  present  oiyect  is  to  remind  you  that  this  is  the 
9tate  of  men  ;  and  if  possible,  to  convince  those  who  may 
now  be  in  it,  of  its  danger  and  misery.  With  this  view  let 
ns  consider  with  some  attention  tto  two  particulani  in 
which  I  have  shewn  it  to  consist. 

1.  It  is  a  State  of  insensibil^y  and  Unconcem  with  re- 
spect to  the  things  of  another  world.  What  can  be  plainar 
than  that  such  is  the  state  of  mankind  in  general  ?  CM>8ervo 
them  :  mix  with  them  ;  talk  to  them.  Do  we  find  amoiig 
them  a  prevmHng  anxiety  about  their  wiiih  and  spirfta^ 
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I  ?  NiQTy  do  ^Bve  in  general  discorer  any  interest  to  be 
ftK,  or  expressed  on  these  matters  7  Are  men  in  general 
awake  on  the  subject  of  Beligton  ?  Does  it  engage  their 
tbooghta  ;  does  it  give  a  turn  to  their  conyersation  ;  does 
M  u^ueoce  their  actions  ?  A  very  slight  acquaintance  with 
BVUikiad  will  enable  ns  to  answer  tliese  questions.     See  how 
AMI  ia  general  are  living,  setting  their  affections  upon  the 
mprid  and  the  tinngs  of  the  worid.     See  them  running  in 
different  jiaihs ;  some  fidlowing  one  object,  and  some  anoth- 
er $  one  intent  on  gaining  money,  another  wholly  given  to 
ftetuwrt,  a  third,  laboring  after  fame,  and  honor :  see  them 
slragg^iaf,  striving,  contending  with  each  other;  bnt  all 
agreoM^  in  mpe  thing,  namdy,  to  make  the  world  their  God^ 
to  pn^  their  own  interests  and  to  gratify  their  selfish  in* 
diiiatiMHi.    What  in  the  mean  time  ba^naes  of  Beligion* 
and  ef  the  love  of  their  soi^  ?  These  things  either  oome 
oat  at  afl  into  their  thoughts ;  or  if  they  sometime  int;rudey 
are  qieedily  put  off  to  a  more  convenient  season^     Or  if 
conscience  will  not  be  so  pacified,  a  cheap  and  an  easy  re- 
Hgf/m  is  taken  up :  a  Beligion  which  costs  nothMig  wd  con- 
siats  aaly  im  notions  and  forms,  that  differ  as  mMcb  from 
Urn  soUd  ptineiides  and  spiritual  services  of  real  Religion, 
as  the  wiM  fancies  of  a  dreaming  man  differ  from  the  sounds 
connected  refoonings  of  one  who  is  awake.     Thus  men  sleep. 
Busied  akout  trifles,  they  overlook  the  great  concerns  <^ 
eteraity.    Having  their  mind  darkened^  they  see  no  world 
biit  the  present :  they  live  as  if  tbey  were  to  live  bei-e  for 
eiver ;  and  tf  at  any  time  this  false  peace  is  shaken,  they  try 
aD  means  to  prevent  it  from  being  destroyed^  and  to  lull 
themselves  again  to  rest.     This  indeed  will  more  fully  ap- 
pear frMi  considering,  in  the  next  place. 

How  indisposed  and  unwilling  men  ajre  to  set  about  the 
work  of  true  Religion.  This  is  the  second  particular  in 
their  awful  State  as  described  in  the  text. — And  surdy  the 
description  is  most  just  If  men  were  not  thus  indisposed 
to  trae  rdigion^  whence  could  it  happen,  that  tiiey  should  so 
gmeraOy  resist  the  convictions  of  God^s  good  Spirit  on  their 
hearts,  and  so  constwtly  oppose  every  endeavor  to  bring 
tbem  to  a  serioos  and  an  holy  frame  of  mind  ?  Yet  this  is 
notoriously  the  case.  Men  naturally  dislike  religious  in- 
stmctmn.  They  love  darkness  rather  than  light ;  and  will 
net  come  to  the  lights  lest  their  deed$  should  be  rqnroved. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


lift 

We  an  know  what  diflictilty  there  often  to  in  preninng  wttb 
a  person  to-  attend  regularij  the  House  of  God»  when  yet 
there  is  no  one  thing  which  actually  prerents  his  attend- 
ance but  his  own  indisposition  to  it.     Ask  him  whence  this 
indisposition  arises ;  and  if  he  conceal  not  the  real  cause, 
he  will  often  say,  that  it  arises  from  a  dMike  of  hearing  tbo 
truth.     The  minister  is  too  plain  with  him  $  shews  him  his 
sins  too  cleaHy  9  makes  Religion  too  strict  and  serioos  * 
thing.     Hence  he  is  ofibnded,  and  £nVm  fear  of  having  his 
peace  disturbed,  altogether  avoids  the  hearing  of  the  Gos- 
pel ;  or  if  he  reluctantly  attends  where  it  is  preached,  onljr 
seems  to  hear  it,  and  shuts  his  ears  and  hardens  his  heart 
against  it     The  fact  is,  men  naturally  love  their  sins  too 
weH  to  be  induced  to  part  with  them  for  the  sake  of  Relig- 
ion.    Having  in  troth  no  spiritual  knowledge  of  God,  and 
consequently  no  real  desire  after  Him,  nor  any  idea  of  find- 
ing pleasure  in  His  service,  they  look  upon  religion  as  a 
dull  and  a  distasteftil  thing ;  and  suppose  that,  by  heartily  em- 
bracing it,  they  should  relinquish  much  present  enjoyment^ 
and  receive  nothing  in  return  to  compensate  for  their  k»8. 
To  such  a  form  of  Religion  then  as  will  allow  tliem  still  to 
retain  their  sins  and  to  cleave  to  the  world,  they  will  not  al- 
ways (diject :  nay  they  can  even  find  a  sort  of  pleasure  in 
complying  with  it ;  for  it  gratifies  their  pride,  and  quiets ' 
their  conscience :  But  from  true,  real,  scriptural  Religion, 
a  Religion  which  claims  the  heart,  which  requires  parity  in 
the  inward  parts,  and  enforces  universal  holiness  In  every 
one  who  professes  it ;  they  turn  away  with  disgust ;  and  * 
thus  say  to  God  in  their  hearts,  '<  depart  from  ns."— *8nrely, 
this  is,  indeed,  to  be  dead  in  sin  :  for  it  b  to  be  without  any 
spiritual  life  and  feding ;  which  is  the  only  trae  life  of  the 
soul.     Whkt  a  wretched  State  then  is  that  described  in  the 
text;  the  States  in  which  the  Go^el  finds  mankind  I  a  State 
of  skep  and  deatlh  of  ignorance  and  unconcern  about  trae  Re- 
ligion, of  dislike  and  enmity  to  it !  I  say,  what  a  wretched 
state  is  this !  For  be  it  remembered,  my  brethren,  that  no- 
thing but  Rdiigion  can  save  the  soul  from  perishing.     No- 
thing but  this  very  Religion,  of  which  men  are  so  ignorant, 
about  which  they  care  so  littlei  against  which  they  have  con- 
ceived such  a  didike^  can  in  the  end  deliver  them  from  ev- 
erlasting shame,  misery,  and  punishment,     ttere  then  is 
their  extreme  misery  and  danger*    Tboy  are  unconcerned 

.      Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


113 

aftoiit  an  object^  which  of  all  others  ongfat  to  concern  theoi 
nest ;  and  are  set  against  the  only  remedy,  which  can  be  of 
an  J  real  serrice  to  them.  Thej  are  tretj  moment  Hable  to 
Ml  into  utter  perdition :  but  thej  are  liot  aware  of  their 
danger,  and  reject  the  only  hand  which  is  stretched  oit<  to 
teve  them.  May  the  Loril  open  Oe  eyes  ef  ail  who  ara  in 
this  state,  to  see  and  flee  from  it !  May  He  give  to  them  ears 
to  hear,  and  a  heart  to  obey  the  important  CaU  in  the  text ! 
This  is  the  second  thing  which  I  proposed  to  consider. 
II.  The  Duty  which  the  Go^  calls  on  them  to  dis- 

This  Ddt^,  as  it  is  here  expressed,  is  to  ataake  oat  of 
deep9  and  to  ariie  from  the  dead.  The  admonition  is 
given  in  terms  answering  to  those  in  Which  the  state  is  de- 
cN:rU>ed.  Let  those  who  are  asleq),  awake.  Let  those  who 
are  dead,  ariu.  The  persons  addressed  are  called  upon  to 
do  in  their  state  the  same  thing,  as  it  woold  be  for  a  sleep- 
ing man,  in  his  stati,  to  awake,  or  for  a  dead  man  to  arise. 
Baving  seen  then  what  their  8tate  is,  we  can  the  more  easily 
point  oot  their  Duty. 

Their  Doty  is  to  consider  their  state  and  their  danger, 
to  break  off  their  sins  by  repentance,  and  to  seek  the  knowl- 
edge and  the  favor  of  God.  This  is  the  call  6f  the  Gospd 
to  every  one,  who  may  be  in  the  state  described; 

1.  Consider  thj/  state  and  thjf  danger.  What  is  the  great 
caose  why  men  are  so  indifferent  to  Religion,  so  careless 
aboat  their  sool,  so  devoted  to  the  world,  so  wholly  taken 
np  with  the  things  of  time  and  sense,  bat  that  they  will  not 
consider.  They  will  not  set  their  mind  seriondy  to  think 
on  the  sobject  of  Religion,  and  the  awful  concerns  of  Eter- 
nity. Instead  of  encouraging  such  thoughts,  they  wilfully 
put  them  away,  and  try  to  shut  them  out  from  the  mind. 
They  vriD  not  endure  soberly  to  reflect  on  the  shame,  and 
misery,  and  contempt,  in  which  a  worldly,  an  ungodly,  and 
a  sensual  life  will  certainly  end.  They  drive  away  reflec- 
tions of  this  nature.  Here  then  is  the  first  part  of  the  duty 
to  which  they  are  called.  <'  Awake  thou  that  sleepest^ — 
Consider  thy  ways,  thy  state  and  thy  danger. — Let  this 
thought  dwell  on  thy  mind,  <  I  have  a  soul  as  well  as  a 
body.'  And  let  this  question  accompany  the  thought, 
*  What  will  become  of  my  soul  ?  Will  it  be  happy  or  miser- 
able V — Call  seriously  to  mind  the  shortness  and   nnrer^ 
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tainty  of  Ii& ;  and  the  yanity  which  is  thus  stw^  on  dl 
earthly  things.  Think  thus  with  thysdf,  <  I  am  alive  to- 
day^  but  I  may  be  dead  to-morrow :  ahd  in  what  state  shall 
I  then  be  ?' — Remember  that  there  is  a  Ood,  a  just  and  a 
lioiy  God  in  Heaven  ^  and  a  Judgment,  a  solemn,  and  an 
awful  Judgment^  to  come ;  and  then  think  whether  thou  art 
fit  to  appear  before  God,  and  to  stand  in  judgment  with 
Him*  Say  to  thyself^ '  What  will  it  then  profit  me  to  have 
gained  the  whole  world  ?  I  am  living  an  ungodly  li£Q»  I 
dare  not  meet  God.  I  see  my  danger^  I  have  never  con- 
sidered these  things  as  I  ought  to  have  considered  them. 
Sin  and  the  world  have  ruined  my  soul.' — ^To  such  serious 
consideration  add 

2.  Bepcntancc  Break  off  thy  $in$  by  rtpentanct.  No 
longer  live  in  this  careless^  ungodly  state.  No  longer  fol- 
low the  world,  as  if  there  were  nothing  deserving  of  thy 
thought  and  care,  but  the  success  of  thy  worldly  schemei^  or 
the  pursuit  of  thy  worldly  pleasures.  Walk  no  more  with 
the  multitude  in  the  broad  way  to  destruction,  nor  do  evil  be- 
cause others  do  it  Separate  thyself  from  wicked  and 
worldly  companions,  and  have  no  longer  any  fellowship 
with  the  unfruitful  works  of  darkness.  Desist  from  forbid- 
den practices ;  renounce  unjust  gains  ;  discontinue  unlaw- 
ful pleasures.  Flee  from  temptatioiu  Shun  the  placet 
and  the  employments  which  may  be  likely  to  prove  a  snare 
to  thy  soul.  Watch  over  thy  heart  Examine  its  mo- 
tives.    Redeem  the  time. 

3.  Seek  the  Knowleige  ani  the  Fwocr  rf  Ood.  No  lon- 
ger remain  ignorant  of  that  God,  to  whom  thou  owest  thy 
life,  thy  breath  and  all  things ;  on  whom  thou  dependest 
fbr  every  thing  iivhich  thou  hast,  and  wantest;  who 
made  thee,  who  preserves  thee,  who  is  about  thy  path  and 
about  thy  bed,  and  spieth  out  all  thy  ways.  No  longer  con- 
tinue indifferent  to  His  favor ;  regardless  whether  He  be 
thy  friend  or  thy  enemy,  despising  His  mercy  and  provok- 
ing His  wrath.  But  seek  after  Him,  and  acquaint  thyself 
with  Him.  Seek  to  know  Him.  Seek  His  favor.  Use 
tlie  means  which  He  has  appointed  to  be  used  for  the  at- 
tainment of  these  things.  Waste  not  the  Lord's  Day  in  idle- 
ness or  pleasure,  or  worldly  matters.  But  employ  it  in  ho- 
ly exercises,  and  to  holy  purposes,  in  frequenting  His  house, 
in  reading   Uis   word,  in  pi'aying  to  Him  for  His  blessing 
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OR  tbec.  Ctll  upon  the  Lord  for  mercy  •  confess  thy  sins 
to  Htm ;  implore  His  forgiveness  tfiroiigh  the  Gbspel  of 
Bis  Son.  Beseech  Him  to  accept  and  pardon  thee  for 
Christ's  sake ;  to  teach  thee  by  His  good  Spirit,  to  pity 
thy  weakness,  to  help  thy  infirmities,  to  take  thee  into 
His  femily,  and  to  make  thee  an  hdr  of  everlasting  salva- 
tion.— Thust  awake  ttom  thy  sleep  ;  tftus,  arise  from  the 
dead.  This  is  the  duty  to  which  thoa  art  called  in  the 
text.     Observe, 

III.  The  Encouragement,  which  it  affords  for  dlscliarg- 
iog  it— ^  And  Christ  wiU  give  thee  Light.'' 

Light  is  a  word  often  used  in  Scripture  to  denote  spiritn* 
al  blessings ;  and  when  thus  used,  it  generally  signifies  either 
Knowledge,  Peace,  or  Holiness.  It  may  be  here  taken  in 
dl  three  senses.  All  these  blessings  Jesus  Christ  is  ready 
to  bestow  on  every  one  who  obeys  the  Call  in  the  text : 
yea.  He  engages  and  promises  that>He  wiU  bestow  them. 

^  Awake  thou  that  steepest,  and  arise  firom  the  dead." 
Consider  thy  State,  and  thy  Danger ;  break  off  thy  sins 
by  repentince :  seek  the  knowledge  and  the  favor  of  Gk>d, 
and  Christ  will  give  thee 

1.  B^KrwUdge.  He  will  enlighten  thy  darkened  mind. 
He  will  teach  thee  by  his  good  Spirit,  and  will  effectually 
leapd  ttiee  intn  aH  saving  trutli.  Thou  shalt  no  longer  be 
ignwanf  6f  God  stfid  of  his  ways.  Thy  understanding  shall 
be  ^ened  to  understand  the  Scriptures ;  thy  heart  shall  be 
disposed  to  receive  and  relish  divine  truth. — Are  there  not 
9umb  among  us  who  can  testify  to  these  things  ?  Some,  who 
luive  been  awakened  and  quickened ;  and  who,  comparing  their 
past  witii  their  present  state,  can  each  for  himself  confidently 
stty^  **  One  thing  I  khow,  that  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I 
nu^  Qfnce  <  I  was  sadly  ignorant  of  Gk>d,  and  of  my  duty.  I 
knew  nothing  of  my  own  heart,  nothing  of  the  way  of  sal- 
vatioB.  I  was  in  darkness,  and  in  the  shadow  of  death.  But 
Ciirist  has  given  me  light.  He  has  taken  away  the  veil 
trma  my  ^es.  He  has  brought  me  by  a  way  that  I  knew 
not*  He  baa  kd  me  into  paths  I  did  not  know.  I  asked, 
and  it  has  been  given  me.  I  sought,  and  I  have  found. 
I  knocked,  and  it  has  been  opened  to  me.' 

S.  Christ  also  will  give  thee   Peace.     This  is  another 
Ueasing,  which  on  obeyin^^  the  CaU  in  the  text,  thou  shaH 
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receive.     At  pre^nt  thou  art  a  stranger  to  peace.     It  ia 
utterly  impossible  that  thou  canst  know  what  real  peace  is : 
for  Sin  and  the   \?orid'  cannot  give  peace.     The   utmost 
peace  which  thej  can  give  is  that  fearlessness,  which  arises 
from   ignorance  of  danger :  such  as  a  sleeping  man  might 
experience^  while  a  drawn   sword  were  suspended  by  a  sin- 
gle hair  over  his  head.     But  far  different  is  the  peace  which 
Christ  vfill  give.     It  is  a  real^  solid,  positive  peace  ;  a  peace 
which  springs  not  from   ignorance^  but  from  knowledge ; 
not  from  seeing  no  danger,  but  from  seeing  a  way  of  safety^ 
a  door  of  escape  from  all   danger.     JVbw,  whatever  peace 
thou  mayest  have,  arises  from  not  knowing  and  not  feeling 
that  thou  art  a  sinner,  and  daily   exposed  to   the  wrath  of 
Qod :  but  the   peace  which  Christ  offers  thee,  is  a  peace 
which  will  arise  from  a   consciousness,  that   thy  sins   are 
forgiven,  and  that  although  thou  art  a  sinner,  thou  art  yet 
reconciled  to   God.     This   is  true  Peace.     And   How  will 
Christ  give  thee  this   Peace  ?  By   shewing   thee  that  He 
Himself  is  become  thy  Peace;  that   having  taken   thy  sins 
upon  Himself,  and  suffered  for  them  on  the  Cross,  He  has 
made  thy  peace  with  Gkid :  by  teaching  and   enabling  thee 
to  trqst  in  His  blood  and  righteousness,  and  profnises,  and 
so  to  aj^ly  to  thycfelf  th^-  alUsuQcient  benefits  pf  his  obedi>> 
ence  unto  death.     My  brethren,  do  not  some  of  us  know 
what  tbU  peace  is  ?  Do  not  we  feel  the  difference  between 
that  false,  presumptuous  security   which  we  once  bad,  and 
t^e  firm  substantial  comfort,  which  we  now  eiyoy  in  Christ 
Jesus  7  I  trust   we  do.     I  trust   we  can  truly  say,  <  I  was 
dead,  but  am  alive.     I  was  in  darkness,  but   Christ    has 
given  me  light.     I  knew  not  the   wi^  of  peace,  but  Ho 
has  shed   abroad  in   my  heart  that  peacOf  which   passeth 
aU  understanding,  which   the  w4Hrld  cai|  neither  give  nor 
take  ^w^.' 

3.  Christ  will  giye  thee  Ifirftnes^.  Remember^  that  without 
Holiness  thou  canst  never  see  the  Lord.  Holiness  is  our 
meetness  for,  heaven.  |t  is  that  state  and  disposition  of 
l^eart  which  alone  can  fit  us  for  seeing  and  serving  Ood. 
At  present  thpu  kno^est  nothing  of  this  state  of  heart  It 
is  impossible  while  thou  sleepest,  and  art  dead  in  Sin,  that 
thou  canst  know  any  thing  of  it.  But  obey  the  Call  in  the 
text ;  Awake,  arise,  and  Christ  will  give  thee  light.  Ife 
^vill  make  thee  holy.     He  will  change  and  sanctify  thy 
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^mrC  He  will  cause  thee  to  lore  Him,  and  to  find  pleas- 
ure in  his  ways.  Obedience  to  God  shaU  be  thy  delight ; 
and  the  sioy  of  which  thou  art  now  so  fond,  shall  become  thy 
aTersiODy  thy  burden,  and  thy  grief.^— May  I  not  again  hope, 
that  some  of  us  can  testify  to  the  reality  of  this  change 
iko  2  Have  we  not  found  this  blessed  effect,  in  some  degree 
at  least,  wrought  upon  our  hearts  ?  All  who  have  really 
coMe  to  Christ  in  the  Gospel,  must  have  found  it  thus  :  for 
wbereaoever  He  gives  Knatvledge,  and  Peaotf  He  assuredly 
gives  MdittesB  also.  These  things  are  never  separated. 
And  where  Christ  gives  these.  He  will  as  assuredly  give 
more.  He  will  give  also  Eternal  Life  :  for  all  these  Bles- 
sings are  the  steps  to  Heaven,  and  the  earnest  of  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  what  Encouragement  is  there  to  obey 
the  Call  in  the  Teict  Since  Christ  is  ready,  and  has 
promised  to  give  such  great  and  glorious  blessings  to  those 
who  obey  His  call,  why  should  any  of  you  continue  in  a 
state  of  sleep  and  death  ?  May  His  grace  accompany  the 
Call  to  your  hearts  !  May  His  Spirit  rouse  and  quicken 
you !  So  shall  you  awake  indeed,  and  be  roused  to  new- 
of  life.  So  shall  you  die  unto  sin  and  live  unto  righ- 
Be  warned.  Be  admonished.  Sleep  not  till 
you  awake  in  another  world,  and  find  too  late  that  a 
Death  in  sin  here  will  surely  eud  in  Death  Eternal. 


SERMON  XII. 

Christ's  Invitation  to  the  Heavy-laden. 

MATTHBW*  Xi.   £8. 

Oome  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  amd  are  heavy-laden^  and 
I  will  gvoe  you  Rest. 

ONE  reason  why  men  esteem  Religion  so  lit- 
tle is,  that  they  so  little  understand  it     They  know  not  its 
worth  and  exoeUence.     They  are  not  aware  of  the  consola- 
tion and  delight  which  it  would  yield,  if  they  would  but  heart- 
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ily  embrace  it.  They  look  upon  it  as  a  duU^  and  an  un- 
profitable thing.  They  think,  that  it  would  make  them 
gloomy,  would  spoil  their  enjoyments,  and  destaH>y  their 
peace.  But  how  great  is  their  mistake  !  Did  they  see  the 
matter  aright,  they  would  know  that  to  be  truly  religious  is 
in  Tact  another  expression  for  being  truly  happy.  Would 
they  but  make  trial  of  the  ways  of  God,  they  would  find 
in  them  that  real  enjoyment,  that  practical  satisfaction,  which 
they  arc  vainly  seeking  in  other  ways.  There  is  no  pas- 
sage more  likely  to  fix  this  truth  upon  our  minds>  than  the 
one  which  I  have  read  to  you.  <^  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that 
labor  and  are  heavy-laden ;  and  I  will  give  you  resf -— 
May  God  vouchsafe  his  blessing  to  us,  while  I  endeavor  to 
explain  and  apply  these  gracious  words  ! 
I  shall  with  this  view  lead  you  to  consider 

I.  The  person  speaking,  and  the  person  spoken  to. 

II.  The  words  addressed  to  them. 

I.  The  person  speaking. — ^This  is  a  point  of  the  greatest 
moment :  a  point,  on  which  the  whole  depends.  When  any 
'  one  makes  an  offer,  gives  a  promise,  or  enjoins  a  command^ 
the  first  thing  which  we  are  concerned  to  know  is  this,  By 
wfiat  authority  doeth  he  these  things  7  Is  he  one  whom  we 
may  credit  7  Is  he  able  to  make  good  his  offers  7  Is  he  wil- 
ling to  fulfil  his  promises  7  Has  he  a  right  to  enjoin  these 
things  7  Till  we  are  satisfied  on  these  points,  we  cannot  be 
fully  persuaded  to  believe  and  to  do  all  that  he  says ;  we 
cannot  perfectly  repose  in  him  our  confidence,  nor  implicit- 
ly follow  his  commands.  Who  then  is  the  person  speaking 
in  the  text  7  What  is  his  authority  7  What  are  his  claims 
to  our  faith  and  obedience  7  He  is  One,  whom  we  have  the 
strongest  reasons  to  believe  and  obey  :  for  the  Father,  by  a 
voice  from  heaven,  has  said  of  him,  ^*  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  Hear  ye  ffim.'*  He  is  One,  whose  Word  we  catinot 
distrust ;  for  He  is  the  Truth  itself,  the  Faithfid  Witness, 
who  cannot  lie  nor  be  deceived.  He  is  One^  whose  Power 
we  cannot  question ;  for  He  has  all  power  in  heaven  and  in 
eailh,  according  to  what  He  himself  declares  in  the  verse 
before  the  text,  <^  All  things  are  delivei'ed  unto  me  qf  my 
Father.*'  He  is  One,  whose  Willingness  to  fulfil  his  offers 
we  cannot  doubt :  for  He  came  into  the  world  to  save  Sin- 
ners. He,  who  was  willing  to  lay  down  his  life  for  our 
souls,  cannot  but  be  willing  to  do  for  us  all  that  Ho  \\9^ 
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prmised.  On  every  grouiid,  therefore^  He  bas  the  strong- 
est claim  to  our  attention,  and  our  confidence.  We  may 
rdy  on  what  He  says  with  full  assurance.  He  lias  not  said 
more  than  He  is  authorised  to  say,  or  than  be  is  able  and 
willing  to  fiilfil.  He  tells  us  nothing  but  what  is  most  cer- 
tunly  true.  He  directs  us  to  nothing  but  what  is  absolutely 
fur  our  good*  He  promises  nothing  but  what  He  wiU  sure- 
ly perform.  How  greatly  ought  we  to  value  the  words  of 
such  a  Friend  !  How  diligently  should  wo  listen  to  them ! 
How  readily  obey  them !  May  we  be  more  thankful  for 
tbem  than  we  have  been !  May  we  regard  them  more  at- 
tentively, love  them  better,  and  try  to  fix  them  deeper  in 
our  hearts ! 

Such  is  the  Person  who  is  h^^  speaking. 

We  consid^  in  the  next  place  the  Persons  to  whom  he 
speaks.  And  who  are  these  ?  Who  are  the  Persons,  to  whom 
the  compassionate  Friend  of  Sinners  $hould  speak,  but  the 
miserable  and  the  distressed ;  but  those,  who  claim  his  pity 
and  stand  in  need  of  his  advice  ?  Such  were  the  persons 
whom  He  came  from  heaven  to  save ;  and  to  such  He  speaks 
in  the  text,  ^^  All  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy-laden.^'  Here 
are  two* words  employed  to  describe  their  state;  both  of 
which  convey  the  same  description  of  it.  They  agree  in 
representing  it  to  be  hard,  and  painful,  and  afflicting.  The 
Persoiis  q)oken  of  are  described  as  Idboringf  toiling  hard, 
qiendlng  their  strength,  and  wasting  their  spirits.  They 
are  also  said  to  be  heavy-iadeUf  groaning  under  a  burden, 
which  they  can  with  difficulty  bear,  encumbered  with  a  load, 
which  they  can  scarcely  drttg  along.  Such  are  the  Persons, 
to  whom  the  Saviour  speaks.  He  speaks  to  all  who  an- 
swer this  description ;  to  suflTerers  of  every  kind ;  to  all, 
^whatever  the  cause,  whatever  the  nature  of  their  toil  may 
be,  **  who  labor  and  arc  heavy-laden."  May  they  attend 
to  the  point  wiiich  is  now  to  be  considered,  namely 

IL  The  Words  addressed  to  them. 

It  was  foretold  of  Christ,  that  one  part  of  His  work 
would  be,  to  "  comfort  all  that  mourn."  We  here  find  him 
tenderly  fulfilling  this  gracious  office.  He  not  only  looks 
on  tiie  unhappy  sufferer,  and  has  compassion  on  him ;  but 
like  the  Good  Samaritan  binds  up  liis  wounds,  *^  pouring  in 
oil  and  wine."  While  He  pities  all  who  "  labor  and  are 
heavy-laden,"  He  shews  them  where  to  go  for  comfort  and 
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relief.    **  Com*  unto  Me  and  I  wUl  give  you  wsL**     Thesd 
Words  contain  a  Direction  and  a  Promise. 

"  Come  unto  Mo,"  This  is  the  Directum.  When  Christ 
dir^ts  the  objects  of  his  pity,  where  to  ^  for  help.  He  doe& 
not  send  them  to  others ;  He  invites  them  to  HimseUl  **  Come 
unto  Me.**  Let  us  see  *what  is  meant  by  this  expression. 
When  Christ  first  gave  the  invitation.  He  was  on  earth  | 
and  persons  might  have  literally  complied  with  it.  They 
might  have  come  into  his  presence.  But  now  they  cannot 
come  to  Him  in  this  way.  He  is  now  in  heaven,  and  no 
man  can  literally  come  to  Him,  into  his  presence.  Nor  if 
they  could,  would  they  comply  with  the  meaning  of  the  in- 
vitation. By  coming  to  Him  is  meant,  not  merely  the  com- 
ing into  his  presence,  even  when  it  could  hav^  been  Itteral- 
ly  don^,  but  the  comiAg  to  Him  With  right  views,  disposi- 
tions, and  desires.  Those  who  would  have  come  to  Jesus 
when  on  earth,  in  the  real  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  invita- 
tion^ Would  bav<3  eome  to  Him  with  a  disposition  to  receive 
and  follow  his  instructions,  with  a  heart  prepared  to  snbmit 
to  his  authority,  and  to  comply  with  his  commands.  In 
oth(ft*  words,  they  would  have  come  to  Him  infaUhf  hoping 
for  a  blessing  at  his  hands,  and  desirous  and  disposed  to 
seek  it  in  any  way  in  which  He  might  direct  them  to  seek 
it.  Thu$  they  would  then  have  come  to  Him,  had  tfaey  come, 
as  He  intended  they  should.  And  thus  then  we  may  still 
come  to  Him.  We  may  still  come  to  Him  in  faiths  with 
these  dispositions  and  desires :  for  though  he  be  not  novir  on 
earth,  personally  present  with  us ;  yet  He  is  still  pfesent  with 
us  by  his  Spirit.  He  reveals  Himself  to  us  in  his  word  : 
there  we  may  deek  and  come  to  Him.  He  me^  his  people 
in  his  Ordinatices :  there  we  may  4ind  and  come  to  Him. 
By  faith  and  prayer  we  may  still  approach  Him.  In  rely- 
ing on  bis  proihises,  in  obeying  his  commands,  we  may  still 
comply  with  his  invitation.  Renouncing  all  other  lords  and 
masters,  and  choosing  Him  for  our  Saviour  and  our  King, 
we  still  may  come  to  Him. 

Let  us  advert  next  to  the  Promise  which  is  added  :  ^^  I 
will  give  you  rest.''  Rest  is  the  blessing  promised.  And 
what  blessing  is  So  suitable  as  rest  to  those  who  labor  and 
are  heavy-laden  ?  It  is  the  very  blessing,  of  which  they 
stand  most  in  need,  and  which,  when  once  attained,  they  will 
most  sensibly  value  and  enjoy.     This  blessing  then  Christ 
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will^tipf  totlieiii.  He  win/vtfly  coafer  U  M  them.  It  k 
a  bJessing  to  which  they  have  anteoedestiy  no  claim ;  and  of 
which  they  are  wholly  andeaemng.  They  can  do  nothing 
to  merit  it  They  have  no  right  to  expect  it  Aat  as  a 
free  and  a  gracioas  gift,  it  ig  oflMred  nnto  them^  and  shall  be 
bestowed  upon  thenu  The  Faithfalneas  and  Power  of  Chrtrt 
are  pledged  to  bestow  this  gilt  He  hi^  said, ''  I  wMl  give 
you  rest^  The  direction  and  the  pronuse  are  cksely  and 
inaeparaUy  joined  Isgether.  If  the  persons  addressed  will 
but  fbiJow  the  direction,  they  shall  experi^ce  the  promise. 
If  they  will  but  comply  with  the  invitationf  they  shall  taste 
fhe  Messing.  Let  them  with  their  heart  believe  on  Jesus 
as  their  Saviour,  and  submit  to  Him  as  their  King ;  and 
his  word  shall  be  fulfilled  unto  them.  They  shall  no  longer 
labor  and  be  heavy  laden.  They  **  shall  find  rest  nnto  their 
sools.^ — Such  is  the  meaning  of  the  promise. 

Having  thus  led  you  to  consider  the  Person  here  q;»eak- 
log,  and  the  Persons  spoken  to,  together  with  the  gracious 
Words  addressed  to  them,  I  now  purpose  to  make  a  more     * 
dose  application  of  the  subject 

It  may  more  particularly  be  asked,  whom  did  our  Lord 
mean  by  those  who  labor  and  are  heavy  laden  ?  He  meant 
ns  alL  There  are  none  wlumi  the  description  would  not 
suit  Every  man,  in  some  way  or  other,  labors  and  is 
heavy  laden.  He  is  groaning  under  a  burden,  from  which 
none  but  Christ  can  set  bim  free.  He  may  not,  indeed,  be 
sensible  of  his  state.  But  this  insensibility  only  increases 
his  real  misery.  For  till  he  feel  his  burden,  he  will  never 
seriously  come  to  Christ  for  rest  When,  therefore  tbe 
minister  of  the  Gospel  looks  round  on  any  congregation, 
and  considers  how  many  persons  there  may  possibly  be 
present  who  thus  labor,  and  are  heavy  laden,  who  might 
find  rest  unto  their  souls  $  but  who,  from  ignorance  of 
their  state,  and  from  an  insensibility  of  their  burden,  are 
kept  from  coming  to  Jesus  Christ ;  he  cannot  but  be  touch- 
ed with  a  tender  compassion  for  their  condition  ;  he  can- 
not but  be  stirred  up  with  an  anxious  desire  of  being 
pnAtable  to  them,  and  if  possible  of  leading  them  where 
only  they  can  find  true  peace  and  lasting  happiness.  Hap- 
piness, my  brethren,  is  tbe  object  of  your  search.  You 
are  all  wishing  to  be  happy.  Ton  are  seeking  it  in  a  vari- 
ety of  ways.     But  so  long  as  you  im^  not  seeking  it  in  Je* 
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sUs  Chi'Ut^  you  ^<  ai'«  walking  in  a  vain  shadow^  and  are 
disquieting  yourselves  in  vain/*  You  are  following  an  ob- 
ject, which  you  can  never  overtake.  You  are  seeking  for 
happiness,  where  it  never  can  be  found.  Prove  whether 
this  be  not  the  case.  Examine  the  matter.  Briog  it  to 
tlie  test  What  have  been  the  plans  in  which  you  have 
looked  for  happiness  ?  Say,  have  they  answei-ed  your  ex- 
pectations ?  Have  you  found  happiness  in  them  ?  Do  you 
find  in  them  a  rest  for  your  soul  ? 

Speak  you  first,  who  are  following  worldly  pleasures  3 
who  place  and  seek  your  enjoyment  in  sensual  grat^ifications^ 
in  frivolous  amusements,  in  folly,  vanity,  and  vice^  say,  dp 
you  find  in  these  things  real,  inward,  substantial  peace  ?  Is 
your  soul  fuUy  at  ease  in  tlie  midst  of  these  delights  I  Wq 
know  that  it  is  not  If  you  will  own  the  truth,  you  will 
confess,  that  notwithstandiiig  your  seeming  mirth,  your  ap- 
parent enjoymentsi  you  are  not  really  happy.  You  find  a 
vacancy  in  your  soul,  which  these  pleasures  caniiot  fill. 
You  are  seci'etly  dissatisfied  with  yourself.  Your  own  con- 
science at  times  condemns  you.  You  sliun  serious  reflec- 
tion. You  dare  not  to  look  into  your  own  be^rt,  and  close- 
ly to  compare  it  with  the  word  of  Grod.  You  often  vuft  in^ 
to  company  and  riot  in  order  to  get  rid  of  your  thoi^hts, 
and  to  fly  from  yourself. — Surely  th^  is  not  happiness. 
This  is  not  rest  It  is  to  labor  and  to  bo  heavy  ladeii,  how- 
ever little  you  may  own  or  feel  it  The  service  of  sin  is  a 
bard  service.  It  destroys  present  peace  and  preclude  fu- 
ture happiness  ;  while  it  has  this  evil  especially  beloi^ging 
to  it,  that  the  wretched  captive  sees  not  his  misery  and  even 
loves  his  chain. — How  difierent  would  be  your  state,  if  you 
would  comply  with  the  direction  in  the  text !  If  you  would 
come  to  Christ,  and  take  his  yoke,  you  would  find  the  hap- 
piness which  you  are  in  vain  seeking  in  sinful  and  worldly 
pleasures.  True  religion,  heartily  embraced,  and  diligent- 
ly followed,  would  yield  a  satisfaction,  and  a  delight,  to 
which  you  now  are  strangers. — May  He,  who  calls  you  to 
Bim,  iticline  your  hearts  to  come.  So  shall  you  find  r^st 
unto  your  souls ! 

Let  those  speak  next,  who  are  seeking  their  happiness  in 
the  pursuit,  or  in  the  possessioi)  of  worldly  wealth.  You, 
my  brethren,  are  aiming  to  be  rich ;  at  least  to  do  well,  to 
prosper  in  the  world.     You  are  striving  to  advance  your- 
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sdres  and  Tamilies.  Ton  ai*e  laboring  to  lay  up  much 
goods  for  many  years.  But  are  you  really  happy,  while 
thas  engaged  ?  Do  you  find  in  these  things  full  ssrtisfaction 
Had  solid  peace  ?  No.  Tou  find  that  they  are  unsatisfying. 
The  fencied  good,  which  you  are  following,  is  frequently 
not  obtained ;  and  when  attained  it  seldom,  it  never  an- 
swers tbe  expectation  which  you  had  formed  of  it.  One 
trouble  or  another  comes  with  it,  which  takes  away  nearly 
all  the  comfort  which  you  had  hoped  to  draw  from  it.  You 
find  vanity  written  on  every  worldly  enjoyment.  Yet  still 
yoa  cease  not  froito  the  pursuit,  your  thoughts  and  talents, 
your  days  and  nights,  are  anxiously  employed  in  f6llowing 
the  shadow,  which  continually  escapes  your  hohl,  and  dis- 
appoints your  gi*asp. — Surely  this  is  to  labor  in  vain,  and 
to  be  heavy-laden  to  no  purpose. — Coftie  ye  also  unto  Christ, 
and  make  trial  of  His  ways  and  promises.  Come  as  yoU 
have  seen,  you  are  required  to  come  to  Him,  in  faith  and 
obedience,  and  you  shall  find  the  truth  of  Flis  word,  you 
shall  taste  a  happiness,  which  while  it  fully  satisfies,  will 
never  cloy.  Freed  from  your  present  anxieties,  and  subject 
no  more  to  sfich  continual  disappointments,  you  shall  find  a 
solid,  and  a  lasting  peace  in  your  soul.  Christ  will  give 
yoa  rest.  In  a  sense  of  his  love  and  favor,  in  his  promises 
of  grace  and  pai*don,  in  fellowship  with  the  Father  and 
with  the  Son,  in  the  consolations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  the 
hope  of  eternal  glory,  you  shall  find  a  mwxte  of  peace  and 
joy ;  such  as  the  world  cannot  give,  and  such  as  it  can 
never  take  away.  Call  to  mind  the  power,  the  faithfulness, 
and  the  mercy  of  Him,  who  has  said,  "  take  my  yoke  upon 
you,  and  ye  shalf  find  rest  unto  your  souls.'* — May  His 
Spiipit  convince  you  of  the  heavy  yoke,  which  you  now  en- 
dure :  that  so  you  may  preflsr  his  light  and.easy  burden  ! 

Bat  there  is  one  description  of  persons,  to  whom  the  text 
applies  with  very  peculiar  force,  and  who,  in  an  especial 
manner  are  concerned  to  listen  to  the  gracious  invitation 
here  vouchsafed.  They  are  iho$e  wh6  labor  under  a  sense 
of  guilt ;  who  being  heavy-laden  with  the  burden  of  unpar- 
doned sin,  are  afraid  of  the  wrath  to  come.  My  brethren, 
the  time  was,  when  you  felt  nothing  of  these  things.  You 
were  whole  in  your  own  esteem.  If  you  said  that  you  were 
a  sinner,  you  did  not  fed  that  you  were  one.  But  it  is  not 
ao  now.     Yonr  eyes  have  been  opened.     Your  conscience 
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has  been  awakened.  You  are  seasiUe  that  Goi  has  a  long 
account  against  you.  You  have  broken  hto  holy  laws.  You 
have  slig'ited  the  Gospel  of  His  grace.  You  have  contract- 
ed a  heavy  debt;  and  have  nothing  to  pay.  Thus  your 
^^  sins  are  gone  over  your  head  as  a  sore  burden ;  they  aro 
a  heayy  burden^  too  heavy  for  you  to  bear."  You  know 
not  how  to  get  rid  of  it.  You  try»  but  try  in  vaio^  to  sat- 
isfy the  demands  of  conscience.  You  endeavor^  it  may  bet 
by  self-imposed  duties  and  severities  to  make  amends  far 
past  offences.  You  resolve  to  sin  no  more.  You  shun  bad 
company  a^i  evil  practices.  But  notwithstanding  all  these 
attempts*  the  burden  still  remains.  Your  sense  of  guilt  in- 
creases. The  load  of  iinpardoned  sin  hangs  heavier  on  yon. 
You  daily  become  more  conscious  of  your  o>%'n  inability  to 
premove  it.  You  are  indeed  heavy-laden*  and  groan  being 
burdened,  ^ut  what  says  Chpist  ii|  the  text  to  you*  and 
sujch  as  you  2  *^  Come  unto  me*  and  I  will  give  you  resf 
I|ere  is  your  remedy.  Ip  Christ  is  ^  cure  for  every  db- 
order  $  a  balfn  Cor  every  wound.  He  will  take  away  yoor 
burden.  By  coming  to  Him  you  shall  be  set  free.  That 
pardon^  which  you  so  greatly  need*  is  laid  up  for  you  in 
Him*  and  in  Him  alone.  H^  shed  his  own  precious  blood  to 
purchase  it.  .  He  will  freely  bestow  it  on  all  who  come  to 
Him  for  it  They  shfdl  have  *<  Redemption  through  His 
blood*  even  the  forgivene^  of  sins.''  Come  then  to  Him* 
my.  hrethreiif  Look  to  Him  i||lone  for  the  removal  of  your 
guilt,  ^f  He  bore  yoor  sips  in  his  own  body  on  the  Cross.'^ 
<<  Take  His  yoke  upon  you  and  learn  of  Him ;  and  you 
shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls."  i^  Being  justified  by  faitb* 
you  shall  have  peace  with  God*  through  Jemis  Christ." 
Doubt  not  hiii  willingness  to  receive  and  help  you ;  for  He 
hath  Himself  called  you*  and  promised  to  receive  yon. 
^.*  Come  unto  me  oU  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy-laden*  and 
\  will  give  you  rest."  Distrust  not  His  truth  and  faithful- 
ficss :  for  *^  He  is  faithful  who  has  promised."  Come  to 
this  merciful  and  compassionate  Saviour*  who  calls  you  to 
Himself;  who  by  Pis  word*  by  His  ministers*  and  l^y  His 
Spirit*  invites  you  to  cpme  to  Him  for  rest*  find  peace  and 
happiness.  Come  to  Him  without  fear*  without  delay.  Come 
to  Him  hi  all  the  ways*  in  which  He  hath  appointed  you  to 
comes  Especially  come  to  Him  in  FaitL  Believing  yoif 
^ball  receive.     According  to  your  faiths  it  shall  be  done  un* 
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tojron.  Wait  on  Hini  in  prayer  believing ;  and  in  the  end 
joo  ahdl  find  those  gracioos  words  addressed  to  yon,  <<  Go 
in  peace,  lAj  fidth  bath  saved  thee  :  thy  sins  are  forgiven/' 
And  here,  my  brethren,  I  might  conclude  my  discourse, 
were  it  not  possible  that  there  may  yet  be  some  present, 
who  not  exactly  included  in  any  of  the  classes  hitherto  de- 
scribed, are  y^  equally  capable  of  deriving  instruction  and 
consolation  from  the  text.  I  allude  to  the  distressed  and 
tempted  Christians :  to  those,  who  having  fled  to  Christ  for 
refuge,  and  having  found  their  guilt  removed,  and  their 
peace  restored,  are  now  laboring  under  a  new  and  an  un- 
expected burden,  the  burden  of  an  evil  heart,  and  of  a  daily 
conflict  with  the  remaining  power  of  sin.— -Probably  you 
might  think,  that  on  once  coming  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  hav- 
ing yoor  conscience  once  purged  from  guilt,  through  Him, 
you  woidd  have  experienced  no  more  sorrow,  no  more 
darkness ;  that  every  weight  would  have  been  taken  away 
for  ever ;  that  all  would  be  sunshine,  peace  and  joy.  And 
perhiqis  for  a  time  you  found  it  thus.  But  at  length  clouds 
have  arisen ;  the  light  has  been  obscured,  and  to  a  degree 
yoo  are  again  walking  in  darkness  ;  a  darkness,  not  in  it- 
self so  thick  and  horrible  as  that  which  formerly  enveloped 
you ;  but,  a  darkness  the  more  gloomy  and  distressing,  be- 
cause it  is  contrasted  with  the  glorious  light,  which  you  so 
lately  have  enjoyed,  and  which  you  had  hoped  to  enjoy  for 
ever  without  diminution  or  interruption.  And  whence  has 
this  change  proceeded  ?  From  an  increasing  experience  of 
the  corruption  and  depravity  of  your  heart.  Freed  from 
the  burden  of  a  guilty  conscience,  you  are  now  groaning 
under  the  weight  of  a  dqiraved  nature.  Tou  thought  that 
sin,  when  pardoned,  wotild  have  given  you  no  more  trouble : 
that  freed  from  condemnation,  you  would  have  been  freed 
from  corruption  also.  But  to  your  surprize  and  grief,  you 
now  find  that  yon  were  mistaken.  Sin,  which  for  a  time 
seemed  to  be  dead,  has  revived ;  and  though  dethroned, 
stiH  threatens  and  strives  to  resume  its  empire.  Old  pro- 
pensities and  former  habits,  which  appeared  to  be  subdued, 
again  ^ead  for  their  wonted  gratifications ;  and  notwith- 
standing past  conflicts  and  past  triumphs,  you  still  find  <<  a 
law  in  tpmir  members,  warring  against  the  law  of  your 
mind,  and  bringing  you  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sin, 
which  is  in- your  members.^'     Dismayed  and  confouncled  at 
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discovering  so  much  evil,  when  you  had  fondly  hoped  that 
all  evil  had  been  almost  extirpated,  you  are  perhaps  great- 
ly cast  down.  Yon  are  tempted  at  times  to  distrust  the 
faithfulness  and  power  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  to  question  your 
own  sincerity,  and  your  consequent  interest  in  his  promises. 
You  are  ready  to  say,  **  If  I  am  indeed  a  child  of  Otoi, 
Why  am  I  thus  7"  Or  you  adopt  the  language  of  St  Paul, 
<<  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  shall  deliver  me  from 
the  body  of  this  death  ?*'  My  brethren,  let  the  wordd  of  the 
Apostle  which  immediately  follow  this  complaint,  shew  yon 
what  to  do.  **I  thank  God,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.''"!^  It  is  through  Jesus  that  you  must  look  for  de- 
liverance from  this  body  of  death.  Those,  who  labor,  as 
you  are  laboring,  under  a  feeling  sense  of  remaining  sin, 
are  equally  included  in  the  invitation  in  the  text.  ^*  Come 
unto  me  and  I  will  give  you  rest.*'  This  increasing  experi- 
ence of  the  corruption  of  your  hearts  and  of  the  strength 
and  power  of  sin  in  your  soul  is  designed  for  your  spirit- 
ual good.  It  is  one  of  the  means  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
employs  for  more  effectually  mortifying  your  pride ;  for 
weaning  you  from  self  and  from  the  world ;  for  exciting 
your  prayers,  and  for  making  Christ  more  precious  in  yonr 
eyes.  Its  object  and  tendency  is  to  lead  you  to  have  less 
confidence  in  the  flesh,  and  to  rejoice  more  simply  and  truly 
in  Jesus  Christ  "  Come  to  Him,  and  He  will  give  you  resf 
Pray  to  Him  for  His  help  and  support  in  this  arduous  conflict. 
Cast  your  burden  upon  Him,  and  plead  your  cause  before 
Him.  Pray  to  Him,  that  for  His  name^s  sake  He  would 
subdue  your  iniquities,  and  that  becaiise  you  are  his  servant 
gnd  soldier,  He  would  give  you  the  victory.  He  will  now 
hear  your  prayers.  In  due  time.  He  will  answer  them. 
He  will  allay  the  conflict  of  contending  passions.  He  will 
say  to  the  winds,  and  to  the  waves,  Be  still ;  and  there 
will  be  a  great  calm.  He  will  disperse  the  clouds.  He  will 
lighten,  your  darkness.  He  will  give  you  rest  and  peace, 
^nd  you  shall  go  on  your  way  rejoicing. 

*  Romans,  vn.  2i,  25. 
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SERMON  Xm. 

The  Sin  and  Guilt  of  not  Obeying  the  Gospel. 

1  PSTElt,  iv.  ir. 

What  shall  the  end  be  of  them  that  obey  not  the   Chspel  of 

Qod? 

ST.  PETER  here  proposes  a  very  important 
questioii,  which  without  referring  to  its  immediate  connec- 
tion with  the  context,  we  shall  do  well  to  lay  deeply  and  seri- 
•oaly  to  heart  All  men  living,  to  whom  ttie  Gospel  comes, 
«htlier  do  obey  it,  or  do  not  obey  it.  With  respect  to  the 
(omer,  those  who  obey  the  Gospel,  we  know  what  will  be- 
CQflie  oi  thtm :  we  know  what  their  end  will  be.^  It  will 
be  happy,  it  will  be  glorious.  All  their  afflictions  will 
work  out  for  them  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  ^xnrj.  But  what  shall  the  end  be  of  those,  that  obey 
not  the  Gospel  of  God  ?  What  will  become  otthemf  The 
Apostle,  having  put  the  question,  leaves  his  readers  to  an- 
swer it.  It  is  in  fact  a  question  which  is  addressed  to  our 
own  reason  ;ind  conscience,  and  which  furnishes  its  own 
reply.  It  is,  as  if  the  Apostle  had  said  unto  us.  Weigh 
wdl  the  wickedness  of  these  persons.  Consider  what  they 
are  doing  and  what  they  deserve.  Compare  these  things 
with  what  is  written  in  Scripture ;  and  then  judge  how 
great  will  be  the  punishment,  which  at  length  will  assured- 
ly overtake  them.  To  assist  you  then  in  coming  to  a  right 
judgment  on  this  important  subject,  1  shall  endeavor  to  set 
before  you  two  things  : 

I.  The  Sin  here  specified. 

II.  Its  great  and  aggravated  Guilt. 

I.  The  Sin  here  specified  is  not  obeying  the  Gospel  of 
6od.  The  Gospel  of  God  is  that  gracious  message  which 
God  hath  sent  to  us  by  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  To  obey  tbo 
Go^el  is' to  receive  this  message  as  coming  from  God  :  to 
comply  with  the  terns,  and  to  follow  the  directions  contain- 
ed in  it  On  the  other  hand  ttot  to  obey  the  Gospel,  is  to 
do  the  very  reverse  of  this.     It  is  to  treat  the  message  with 
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indifference  and  neglect  |  to  reject  the  terasi  and  refuse  com- 
pliance with  the  directions  which  it  sets  before  us.  This 
then  19  tiie  Sin  here  specified.  But  to  give  you  clearer  no- 
tions of  this  Sin^  I  will  describe  to  you  some  different  sorts' 
of  persons,  who  are  guilty  of  it 

Among  these,  in  the  first  place,  are  to  be  ranked  all  who^ 
iire  living  in  an  irreligious,  ungodly  manner,  careless  oS  their 
souls,  and  of  eternity,  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the  flesh  and 
of  the  mind,  and  walking  after  the  course  of  this  present 
evil  world.  It  requires  not  much  reasoning  to  prove,  that 
such  persons  are  guilty  of  the  Sin  in  the  text.  The  Crospel 
of  God  calls  on  them  to  repent  and  to  bring  forth  fruits 
meet  for  repentance.  It  directs  them  to  turn  from  their  sins, 
to  deny  their  lusts,  and  to  overcome  the  v^rld.  While 
therefore  they  continue  to  act  in  direct  opposition  to  these 
injunctions,  while  their  hearts  remain  bard  and  sensual,  while 
they  serve  sin,  and  follow  the  multitude  to  do  evil,  it  is  plain 
beyond  a  doubt,  that  they  are  not  obeyihg  the  Gospd  .of 
God.  Let  tne  then  admonish  all  whose  consciences  tell 
them  that  they  are  persons  of  this  description,  seriously  to' 
reflect  on  the  matter.  You  have  an  intolerable  load  of  sin 
upon  your  souls,  of  numberless  transgressions  daily  commit- 
ted throughout  your  life  against  the  holy  law  of  God  :  but' 
in  addition  to  every  other  sin,  you  are  Chargeable  with  this 
Sin  also.  You  do  not  obey  the  Gk)spel  of  God.  How 
great  and  aggravated  is  the  guilt  of  this  sin,  I  shall  shew 
hereafter.  But  in  the  meantime  I  would  strive  to  fit  it  in 
your  minds,  that  this  guilt,  whatever  it  may  be  proved  to  be, 
is  yours.  Yon  are  at  present  one  of  the  persons  spoken  of 
in  the  text :  and  so  long  as  you  continue  one  of  these,  their 
end,  whatever  it  may  be,  will  undoubtedly  be  yours. 

A  second  description  of  persons,  who  are  chargeable  with 
the  Sin  in  the  text,  are  those,  who,  while  they  call  themselves 
Christians,  yet  do  not  make  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucifi- 
ed the  only  ground  of  their  reconciliation  with  God,  and  of 
their  title  to  eternal  life.  They  do  not  take  Him  as  their 
righteousiicss ;  through  whose  death  and  obedience  alone 
they  look  for  the  pardon  of  sin  and  peace  with  God.  They 
have  still  some  confidence  in  the  flesh.  They  are  still  trust- 
ing to  smnething  in  themselves,  in  their  own  works  or  do- 
ings, for  their  acceptance  with  God.  If  Christ  be  the  foun- 
dation, he  is  not  the  one  only  foundation  of  all  their  hopes. 
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Or  if  ih/tj  weA  to  be  jmtifled  by  Hioit  it  Is  m>ihjfintk  nf^ 
Ijf  that  they  seek  it  But  acting  tbust  they  do  not  obey  th^ 
Gospel  of  God.  They  do  not  comply  with  the  terms,  nor 
follow  the  direaions  of  it.  The  very  first  and  chief  thing 
which  the  Gospel  eiyoins,  is  Faith  in  Christ.  It  offers  as 
psrdon  on  no  other  terms  but  on  believing  in  Him»  and  re- 
ceiving Him  as  the  Lord  our  Righteottsaess.  *«  Believe  on 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  thou  shalt  be  saved."  <<  He  that 
believeth  shaU  be  saved.^  <'  The  Righteousness  of  God'^ 
(by  which  alone  the  sinner  can  be  justified)  *^  is  by  faith  of 
lesus  Christ  unto  all  and  upon  all  them  that  believe.'^ 
<*  We  are  saved  by  grace  through  faith."  <•  Christ  is  oC 
God  made  unto  us  Righteousness  ;"  and  so  we  are  <'  made 
theBlgbteousness  of  God  in  him."  <<  Believing  In  Christ 
we  are  justified  from  all  things.''  This  is  God's  way  of 
saving  sinners.  He  ^justifies  them  freely  by  his  grace 
throogh  the  Redemption  wliich  is  in  Christ  Jesus»  whom  he 
bas  set  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood 
for  the  remission  of  sins." — ^How  came  it  to  pass  that  the 
Jews»  who  followed  after  righteousnesSf  did  not  attain  to  it  ? 
For  this  very  reason ;  they  did  not  seek  it  in  God's  way. 
They  <<  sought  it  not  by  £uth»  but  by  the  works  of  the 
Law." — ^What  was  the  reason  for  which  St  Paul  so  severe- 
ly rebuked  the  Galatians,  telling  them  that  they  were  fallen 
from  grace,  and  had  been  removed  into  another  Gospel,  or 
rather  into  no  Gospel  at  all  ?  It  was  this  :  they  liad  left  off 
seeking  to  be  justified  by  Faith  in  Christ,  and  were  seeking 
justification  by  the  works  of  the  Law.  Hence  it  was  that 
he  broke  forth  into  that  earnest  exclamation,  **  0  foolish 
Galatians,  who  hath  bewitched  you,  that  you  should  not  o&ey 
the  truth  !"*  Justification  by  Faith  only  in  the  merits  of 
Christ  is  so  essential  a  part  of  the  Faith,  as  it  is  in  Jesus, 
that  to  seek  Justification  in  any  other  way  is  not  to  obey 
tbe  truth ;  and  consequently  to  be  guilty  of  the  Sin  in  the 
text.  Would  that  this  jmint  were  deeply  considered  by  tXL 
who  call  themselves  Christiana.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  num- 
bers who  claim  this  title,  are  greatly  deceiving  tliemselves^ 
See,  my  brethren,  that  it  be  not  your  case.  S^,  that  while 
you  pretend  to  receive  the  Gospel,  you  are  not  virtually  re* 
jecting  it :  that  while  you  profess  the  hope  of  being  saved 

•  GaL  ui.  ]. 
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by  Christ,  you  are  Bot  in  fact  Meking  to  be  jaitifled  by  ib% 
works  of  the  Law.  Remember  that  if  you  tbiw  seek  it, 
<<  Christ  is  become  of  no  eWtd  unto  you."  You  only  ^  fhis- 
trate/'  (you  only  make  voii)  "the  grace  of  God.*'*  What- 
ever yott  may  think,  in  reality  you  do  not  obey  the  Ooapel ; 
and  must  have  your  end  with  the  unbelieving  and  the  diso- 
bedient. 

There  is  a  ttiird  sort  of  persons  yet  to  be  noticed,  who 
are  equally  guilty  of  not  obeying  the  Gospd  of  God.  They 
are  soeh  as  make  a  shew  of  Religion,  and  yet  do  not  bring 
forth  the  fruits  of  it.  They  profess  to  bdieve  in  Jesus 
Christ ;  but  yet  are  not  careful  to  maintain  good  works. 
They  hope  to  be  saved  by  Him;  but  they  have  no  derire  to 
be  made  like  Him.  They  think  to  share  the  privilq^  of 
Religion,  while  they  ne^ect  its  duties.  They  trust  that 
CIdist  will  deliver  them  from  the  wrath  to  come ;  but  bere 
l^y  have  no  mind  to  be  his  real  Disciples.  They  deny  not 
themselves  for  bis  sake.  They  take  not  up  their  Cross  anft 
fiAow  Him.  They  confess  Him  not  before  men.  Th^ 
keep  not  the  heart  with  all  diligence,  nor  labor  to  cleanse 
themselves  from  all  filthiness  of  the  flesh  and  the  spirit. 
Now  notliing  can  be  plainer  than  that  such  persons  do  not 
obey  the  Gospel  of  God.  For  the  Gospel  of  Ood  requires 
them  to  do  ail  those  things,  which  they  leave  undone.  It 
bids  them  to  follow  after  holiness ;  to  bring  forth  good  firuit ; 
to  crucify  the  flesh  ;  to  walk  in  newness  of  life ;  to  grow 
in  grace  ;  to  have  the  mind  which  was  in  Jesus  Christ ;  to 
let  their  light  shine  before  mtm.  Consider  these  tlnugs,  all 
ye  who  profess  to  know  Ood ;  but  in  works  deny  Him : 
who  calling  yourselves  Christians,  yet  seek  not  after  inward 
purity  ;  who  are  satisfied  at  the  most  with  lopping  off  some 
of  the  branches,  and  lay  not  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree ; 
who,  notwithstanding  your  pretended  hope  in  Christ,  renudn 
proud,  or  covetous,  or  aensual,  or  worldly,  or  pa8sionate»  or 
envious,  or  nncbaritaUe,  who  still  love  mammon  more  tiian 
Christ,  or  pleasure  more  than  God  ;  who  readily  seize  eve- 
ry opporiunity  of  gratifying  your  favorite  sin  ;  or  if  yon 
(leny  one  lust,  only  do  it,  that  you  may  more  easily  indulge 
another. — Consider  all  ye,  who  answer  to  any  part  of  this 
description,  that  }ou  are  equally  guilty  with  the  others  be- 
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toMieiiltoiied  of  the  aw  tpecUUd  ia  tbe  text     Tou  .obey 
Bot  the  Grospel  of  God.     This  is  yMr  Sin.     I  pnieeed 

Ih  To  set  before  jro«  its  gretl  and  Mggnkt^JM  Guilt 
This  is  a  point  but  little  regarded  and  nnderstoed.  Erea 
tbo8e»  who  may  have  soose  tolerable  correct  Tiewi  of  otjier 
sins,  ha?e  yet  freqaendy  very  aaeqaal  conceptions  of  this. 
They  think  but  lightly  of  the  Sin  of  rejecting  the  Gospel 
In  disobeying  the  Gospel  they  do  not  seem  to  thialL  that 
they  arc  doing  any  thing,  which  will  Increase  their  guilt 
Bat  let  us  hear  what  Christ  himself  has  said  on  this  point 
**  He  that  beliei^th  not,  is  condemned  already  j  5ecas(ie  he 
hath  not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only-begotten  Son  of 
God.'^'i^  The  not  obeying  the  Cbspel,  or  which  is  the  same 
thing,  the  want  of  Faith  in  Jesas  Christ  is  expressly  as- 
signed as  the  cause  and  the  ground  of  condemnation.  In* 
facty  this  sin  which  men  esteem  so  light  or,  which  they 
think  no  nn  at  aU,  is  the  worst  and  the  greatest  siu  oC 
which  any  man  can  be  guilty.  It  is  that  sin,  which  in 
gnilt  exceeds  all  other  sins ;  and  will  sink  those  who  are 
guilty  of  it  into  the  deq>est  condemnation.  Does  this  a»* 
sertion  surprise  you  ?  I  will  endeavor  to  convince  yoii  of 
its  tmttu 

Men  are  apt  to  measure  the  ev'd  of  sin  by  the  immediate 
oonseqneaces  which  flow  from  it  They  deem  that  aim  to 
be  the  greatest  whk;h  does  the  most  injury  to  themselves  or 
others.  But  this  is  not  tbe  standard  by  which  the  degree 
of  guilt  is  to  be  regulated.  For  the  evil  of  sin  does  not 
lie  in  tiie  injury  which  is  done  to  man,  bat  in  the  injury 
which  is  done  to  God.  The  circumstance  which  makes  sin 
so  evtiy  is,  that  it  is  committed  against  God.  It  is  a  breach 
of  His  law ;  an  offence  against  His  government ;  an  affront 
oSSsred  to  his  Majesty.  Would  we  know  then  the  evil  of 
any  particular  sin,  and  the  degree  of  guilt  which  attaches 
to  it  we  most  consider  it  in  reference  to  God.  In  this 
%ht  let  us  consider  the  sin  of  which  we  are  speaking,  and 
we  shall  then  see  how  great  and  aggravated  is  its  guilt 

In  the  first  place,  the  Gospel  is  the  Go$pd  of  CM.  *  Itisi 
that  gracious  message,  which  tbe  Almighty  Himself  hath 
sent  to  ns,  to  as  his  creatures,  the  work  of  his  hands,  the 
daily  dependants  on  His  boun^  for  life,  and  breathy  and  fdl 
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thing<9.  What  then  can  be  more  aflfronting  to  God  tfalm  not 
to  obey  the  Grospel  ?  Crod  has  sent  as  a  mes  sag^eyand  shaH 
Hfe  refhse  to  listen  to  it  ?  Hath  Grod  spolLen^  and  shall  we 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  what  He  says  ?  * 

Consider  further  by  ff^am  He  hath  sent  this  message  to 
^s.  It  was  not  a  common  messenger  that  He  has  employ- 
ed.' j[t  was  not  a  man  lilLe  ourselves.  It  was  not  an  angel 
even  of  the  highest  order.  No.  It  was  one,  who  was  higb 
above  all  angels.  **  God,  vrfao  at  sundry  times  and  in  di- 
vers manners  spa^e  in  time  past  unto  the  Fathers  by  the 
Prophets,  hath  in  these  last  times  spoken  unto  us  by  his 
Son ;''  that  Son,  **  whom  He  hath  appointed  heir  of  alt 
things ;  by  whom  also  He  made  the  worlds ;"  and  who, 
we  profess  to  believe,  will  come  to  be  our  Judge.  Surdy 
the  dignity  of  the  Messenger  greatly  increases  our  obliga- 
tion  to  listen  to  his  message,  and  our  guilt  in  rejecting  iU 
Hath  i|ot  God  a  right  to  expect  that  we  should  reverence 
his  Son  ?  Hath  He  not  a  right  to  expect  that  we  should  at- 
tend to  Hiip,  who  came  from  heaven  to  speak  to  us ;  and 
whom  He  hath  commanded  us  by  a  voice  from  heaven  to 
hear  ?  **  This  is  my  beloved  Son  :  bear  ye  Mm.**  What 
greater  insult  can  we  oflfbr  to  Grod,  ftian  to  shut  our  ears 
against  such  a  messenger  ? 

Copsicler  again,  what  is  the  purport  ofUiU  Message.  It  it 
a  message  of  mercy  ;  of  mercy  the  most  gracious  to  sinners, 
to  enemies,  to  rebels.  The  Gro^pel  is  the  Gospel  of  Peace. 
It  brings  to  us  glad  tidings  of  great  joy.  It  makes  known 
to  us  that  way  of  salvation,  which  God  in  his  infinite  wis- 
dom and  goodness  has  provided  for  our  fallen  and  guilty 
race.  It  teaches  us  how  we  may  be  reconciled  to  Him,  and 
recovered  out  of  that  state  of  guilt  and  misery  into  which 
sin  h^s  plunged  us.  To  refuse  then  to  listen  to  this  mes- 
sage, not  to  obey  this  Grospel,  is  to  pour  contempt  on  the 
rich  mercy  of  God.  It  is  to  shew  that  we  despise  his  ofl^rsy 
value  not  liis  favor,  and  desire  not  to  be  at  peace  with  him. 
How  then  can  we  more  pointedly  declare  the  enmity  of  our 
hearts' to  God,  than  by  such  a  conduct  ?  How  can  we  more 
grossly  oSend,  insult,  and  sin  againt  Him  i 

Consider  once  again  what  is  that  wanderfid  mjfsUry  of 

Love^  which  the  Grospel  discloses  to  us.     When  God  had 

.  planned  a  salvation  for  us,  as  it  was  not  any  common  mes- 

'^f nger  which  He  sent  to  tell  us  of  it,  59  neither  was  U  mj 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1S3 

waj  in  which  He  prepared  it  for  us.  That  same 
SeiN  who  came  to  make  known  to  u  his  Father's  will,  came 
dm>  Hhn*^^  to  perform  that  will.  He  came  to  soflTer  and 
to  die  in  oor  stead,  and  for  our  sins.  He  came  to  be  a 
sacrifice  for  us,  to  shed  his  own  blood  for  us  on  tiie  cross, 
tlmt  by  Us  strt^  we  might  be  healed,  that  by  his  sufibrings 
%Qr  peace  with  God  might  be  made.  This  was  the  price  of 
#Br  redemption^  the  precious  blood  of  Him,  who  was  God  as 
ym^H  as  man.  What  love  must  He  have  bad  for  sinners 
to  rodeem  them  at  saeh  a  price  ?  How  great  must  have 
been  his  compassion  for  our  lost  and  miserable  state,  that 
whfle  we  were  yet  enemies.  He  should  be  content  to  die  for 
«8 !  And  how  aggravated  then,  how  immensely  great  must 
the  gailt  of  rejecting  such  a  Savtour ;  of  returning  enmity 
for  so  much  love ;  of  refusing  to  submit  to  Him,  who  laid 
down  bis  life  for  us !  Not  to  obey  the  Gospel  is,  in  fact,  to 
cracify  the  Son  of  Grod  afresh,  to  put  him  to  death  a  second 
time.  And  what  wickedness  can  be  greater  than  this  !  Who 
can  conceive  the  iagratitiide  and  the  guilt  of  ^ch  a  con- 
duct! 

Having  tbos  set  befoi*e  you  the  two  points  which  I  pro- 
poaedy  let  me  now  remind  you  of  the  Apostle's  question  in 
the  text  ^  Wliat  shall  the  End  be  of  them  that  obey  not 
the  Goq^  of  God  1^  What  will  become  of  those  persons  of 
whom  we  have  been  speaking?  What  do  you  yourselves 
think  will  be  their  End  ?  Having  seen  the  great  and  aggra- 
Taled  guilt  with  which  they  are  chargeable,  are  you  not  in 
year  own  conscience  convinced,  that  their  End  will  be  dread- 
fri  ;  so  dreadful,  tHat  it  would  have  been  good  for  them  nev- 
er to  have  been  born  7  In  troth,  though  St  Peter  does  not 
himself  answer  the  question  In  the  text ;  yet  St  Paul  fur- 
nishes tts  with  the  most  plain  and  explicit  reply  to  it  He 
edtpressly  says,  in  his  second  Epistle  to  the  Tbessalonians,* 
that  **  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  bo  revealed  from  heaven,  with 
His  mighty  angds,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on 
them  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  Gospel  of 
o«r  Lord  Jesos  Christ,'*  (take  notice  of  the  words,  **  that 
oky  not  the  Oospd  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ)  who  shall  be 
pnniihed  with  everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,  and  from  the  glory  of  His  powcr.'*-*«How  indeed 
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emittettherwiM?  IfCM  bo»  asB^cwteudy  i%  itoJiMt 
Avenger  of  fli»»  what  ymmgmnce  mast  He  not  have  in  store 
fiNrtkegreeteetoCeH  sins,  finr  tke  pmuBhnient  of  Us  meet 
SncorrigiUe  eoeoMes ;  of  tliosey  wboa  neither  tbrtntenbigs 
WDoM  enbdoef  nor  mercjr  soften ;  of  those  who  wo^M  <M»t 
obey  his  Gospel;  who  sUghted  his  message,  despised  his 
love»  and  crucified  ids  Son  i  From  the  vengeance  reserved 
for  sttch  sinners,  maj  the  Lard  deliver  na !  Migr  we  never 
Jinow  it  by  asferienoe.  Bat  ^ajr  Ho  so  dispose  and  pro- 
pare  onr  heart,  that  we  may  now  taice  tioMly  waraiiy,  and 
nay  flee  from  the  wrath  to  cobm  ! 

My  brethren,  what  is  the  gfeat  aim  of  all  which  has  been 
said  to  you,  or  can  ever  be  said  to  yon  on  this  eoljeet,  bnt 
that  you  may  be  stirred  up  tea  deeper  and  ndMre  lively  con* 
cem  for  your  immortal  souls  I  Why  is  the  Gospel  preached 
to  you^  but  that  you  may  obey  it,  and  be  saved  I  Why  was 
the  blood  of  Jesus  shed,  but  thi^  you,  by  receiving  Hiniy 
may  escape  eternal  condemnation  ?  Mi^^  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
God  incline  yon  to  lay  those  things  seriously  to  heart,  and 
to  attend  with  earnestness  to  the  One  Thing  needCiil  !  May 
He  take  <^the  things  of  Christ  and  shew  them  nnto  yon ! 
May  He  stir  you  np  to  seek  his  salvation,  and  to  obey  his 
Gospel !— Then  wiU  your  End  be  glarious.  Then,  when 
tlie  unbdieving  and  the  disobedient  sfaatt  be  overwhelmed 
with  everlasting  shame  and  misery,  yon  shall  shine  forth  as 
the  stars  in  the  firmament,  and  sludl  be  blessed  for  ever  and 
ever. 

Yes ;  sncb  will  be  the  glorious,  the  triumphant  End  of  aH 
those,  who  now  obey  the  Gospel  of  Godf  who  having  fled  for 
refuge  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  daily  depending  on  his 
grace  and  promise  for  pardon,  wisdom,  and  strength,  **  are 
now  living  the  life  which  they  live  in  the  flesh,  by  the  foith 
of.  the  Son  of  Grod,^  and  are  bringing  fortli  fruit  to  liis 
praise  and  ^ory.  There  is  a  salvation  prepared  for  them .' 
even  the  salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  with  eternal  glo^ 
ry.  *^  There  is  an  inheritance  reserved  for  them,  even  an 
inheritance  incorruptible,  undeAled,  and  that  fodeth  not 
away/'  When  the  worid,  with  all  its  fleeting  riches,  pleas- 
ures, and  honors,  shall  have  passed  away  for  ever,  thejf  wiH 
be  put  in  possession  of  a  treasure,  a  joy,  a  glory,  which  wiH 
be  substantial,  and  everlasting.  My  brethren,  set  befoi*^ 
you  this  glorious  End.     Contemplate  that  cro\yn  of  right- 
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yMshf  tkMgh  kivisiUe  io  hUBim  sight,  mid  disres- 
gurded  by  tlie  canud  mind,  is  reroded  to  the  eye  of  faitb, 
nd  realized  to  tlie  betieviag  sool.     Contenplate  it  with  se^ 
with  attention,  with  steadfiistBesB.     See  the  Iiea- 
Of  ned»  and  Jesus  standing  at  the  right  hand  of  God, 
ready  to  receive  yenr  departing  spirit     Hear  these  gvaciotts 
megis  proGsediBg  out  of  bis  lips,  ^  Well  done  good  and 
faithfttl  aerrant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord."— Set 
these  things*  I  say,  bei>re  you*     Bealize  tiben  by  faith : 
Mid  derire  fiwai  the  cootenplation  of  then,  all  the  encoor- 
agement  and  aH  the  consolation,  all  the  motives  to  patienoe^ 
t#  exertion,  and  to  renewed  obedience*  which  they  are  so 
My  caicnlaigd  to  inspire*     Is  the  way  of  Religion  a  nar- 
row way ;  is  it  thorny,  diflknlt,  pateftd  ?  Bear  in  mind 
the  Sad  t»  which  it  leads.    Are  yen  called  to  soifcr  fiir  . 
^aahe^  to  endure  reproach,  oppoatbn,  <np  hard 
from  the  world,  beoaase  yon  beleng  to  Chi^ist  ?  Have 
seipeotmsto  the  Rcoaafiense  of  reward*    Are  yon  harassed 
with  tii^  and  tempti^ons,  aflUded  with  aiduitos  or  pov- 
ttif ;  ne|^ected>  tosakem  oppressed  ?  Set  hefiwt  yon  that 
Bceti  wUoh  TCmaineth  for  the  people  of  God*    Let  none 
el  tfacae  tilings  nsove  yon,  so  that  yon  amy  tnisfa  yonr 
oomm  with  joy«     Be  patient ;  be  dHigeirt :  ^  not  slothftd; 
katMkPWSVsef  them  who  threngh  faith  and  patieaoe  iaher* 
tt  the  premises*"     In  doe  tisM  yon  shall  reap  if  yon  faint 
not;    Be  fafthftd  onto  death,  atid  yon  shall  receive  a  crown 
cfl^     Above  all  things,  my  brethren,  pray  for  wisdom 
end  sftength  firom  heaven.    Ever  remember  how  %norant 
and  weak  you  are  in  yourselves.     Without  help  frohi  above 
yen  will  neither  know  what  you  ought  to  do,  nor  ivill  yoa 
have  coarage  and  abiltty  to  perform  it.     Pray  tlmn ibr  grace 
osafinaally*     Be  earnest  and  instant  in  supplicatiaa;     Seek 
to  walk  aMTO  dosefy  and  humbly  with  Jesus  Christ     Be 
■Hire  simply  dqpeadant  on  His  Spirit.     Be  more  entirely 
directed  by  His  word.     Be  more  decidedly  devoted  to  His 
service.     So  shall  yon  awH*e  truly  obey  the  Gospd  of  God. 
So  shall  yonr  end  more  assuredly  be  glorious.     **  So  shril 
aa  entrance  be  ministerod  unto  yoa  more  abundantly  into 
the  everlasting  kiagdom  of  onr  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesns 
Cfcrist.^ 
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SERMON  XIV. 

Saying  Faith  throngh  the  Wort. 

jOHir,  xvii.  20. 

JMiher  praif  I  for  these  al&ne,  htt  for  them  oho,  whieh  shut 
believe  on  me  through  their  word. 

THESE  words  are  taken  from  that  BwaioriyUb 
I^rayer  which  our  Lord  offered  np  on  the  evening  before  hi« 
Crucifixi«n»  and  which  can  never  be  contemplated  withovt 
fcdings  of  the  liveliest  interest,  and  of  the  most  devoat  ad>> 
miration.  These  feelings  are  especiaUy  heightened  bjr  the 
conmderation  that  this  Prayer  is  pnAahly  designed  as  a 
pattern  of  that  Interce8sion»  which  He  is  still  carrying  on  al 
the  right  hand  of  Grod,  as  well  as  a  statement  of  those  Uea- 
sings  for  \rhich  He  is  continually  praying  in  behalf  of  thoee^ 
who  are  the  objects  of  liis  mediatieQ*  On  an  attentive  read- 
ing of  the  Prayer,  we  shall  find  these  Blessings  chiefly  to 
consist  in  a  present  ddiverance  and  preservation  from  the 
evil  that  is  in  the  World ;  in  progressive  Sanctification  ;  in 
Commniiion  and  Fellewship  with  the  Father  ^  in  Love  and 
Union  with  one  another,  and  in  final  and  complete  Glorifi* 
cation  with  himsdf  in  Heaven*  And  who  were  the  objects 
of  tills  Intercession  7  Who  were  the  persons,  for  whom  the 
Redeemer  of  the  world  thus  prayed  ?  Was  it  for  the  Apos- 
tles, for  those,  whom  the  Father  had  given  Him  out  of  the 
World;  who  had  received  his  word, and  believed  that  the 
Father  had  sent  Him ;  was  it  for  those  that  He  supplicated 
these  Blessings  i  Yes :  for  those :  but  not  for  those  only  ; 
not  for  those  exclusively :  but  for  all  such  as  should  ever 
hereafter  become  his  true  Disciples.  This  is  the  poiat 
which  is  directly  asserted  in  the  text  We  might  have  ap- 
prehended that  these  favored  individuals  were  the  only  per- 
sons for  whom  this  Prayer  was  oSSsred.  But  for  ever  to 
preclude  such  an  apprehension^  our  Lord  etpressly  says 
**  Neither  pray  I  for  these  atone#  but  for  them  also  which 
shall  beKeve  on  me  through  their  word.^     As  if  lie. bad 
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^i^  foDy  expressed  Enmseif.  Though  'theite  mj  twrive 
I>i9ciple8,  whom,  the  Son  of  Perdition  excepted,  I  am  about 
to  send  as  my  Apostles  into  the  world,  nay  in  some  respects 
have  a  pecoliar  interest  in  this  Prayer  ,•  yet  I  design  not 
that  the  genertd  Blessings  invoked  in  it,  should  lie  limited 
to  them.  I  pray  that  they  may  be  extended  to  all  those. 
Who  In  every  station  and  condition  of  life,  in  etery  age  or 
country  of  the  wdrid,  may  be  brought  to  believe  on  Me 
through  their  word.'— And  what  again  are  we  to  understand 
ty  this  Word  ?  Are  we  to  restrict  it  to  the  Word  which 
ibej  preached  f  Thus  to  restrict  it,  would  be  to  limit  the 
Benefits  of  Christ's  Intercession  to  tbe  generation  in  which 
Oe  Apostles  lived.  It  is  evident  that  the  Word  which  they 
ijbrvtf ,  was  equally  intended  by  our  Lord :  for  it  was  only 
through  fUs  Word  that  the  blessings  of  his  mediation  could 
Be  extended  to  future  and  distant  generations.  Nor  indeed 
is  tbe  expression,  by  parity  of  reason,  to  be  limited  even  tp 
tte  Word  written  by  the  JlposUee,  it  most  be  understood 
kqually  to  comprehend  the  writings  of  the  Mer  in^phtd  Pch- 
meih  both  of  tbe  Old  and  of  the  New  Testament :  all  of 
%hom  ^spake  ai  they  were  moved  by  tbe  Hdy  Ghost,'^and 
trere  insured  and  guided  by  the  same  Spirit :  all  of  whom 
testifiMi,  more  or  less  distinctly,  of  the  same  truths ;  and 
spake,  though  in  diflTerent  terms  adapted  to  the  dilferent 
dispensations  under  which  they  lived,  of  the  same  Salvation. 
In  short  the  Word  mentioned  in  the  text  includes,  directly 
or  indlredfly,  the  whole  Word  of  6od>  We  may  understand 
it  to  signify  generally  the  Scriptures :  att  of  n^hich  were 
^  givM  by  inspiration  of  Ood,  and  are  profitable  for  doc- 
trine, for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in  Rights 
eousneos.*' 

Such  appears  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  passage :  and 
fhmi  fte  passage  thus  explained  I  purpose  to  deduce  two 
propositions. 

'  L  That  tbe  benefits  of  Christ's  Mediailon  are  limited  to 
ftose  who  believe  on  Him. 

XL  That  the  Scriptures  are  the  Medium  through  which 
this  BcSef  is  produced. 

These  two  Propositions  I  shall  endeavor  to  confirm  and 
iUsBtrate :  and  may  that  Blessed  Spirit,  who  alone  can 
lead  us  into  idl  truths  graciously   assist  us  in  a  discussion, 

V<a.  IL  18 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


13$ 

tiiMi  wkich  coacliiBlolM  oo  important  and  iateraitii^;  will 
ovidentlj  resnll; ! 

I.  TJiat  the  benefits  sf  Cbriat's  Medktkm  are  limited  to 
those  who  believe  on  Him  is  plain,  as  we  have  sesDy  fram 
this  siogle  and  striking  consideration ;  thai  in  the  very 
passage  of  this  interoesaory  Prayer,  in  which  He  deaigQa 
expressly  to  set  forth  the  wide  and  comprehensive  exerciaa 
of  his  Mediation,  He  yet,  in  most  positive  termo,  confiaea  it 
within  this  limitation  :  that  at  the  very  moment^  in  whick 
he  wouM  obviate  the  sapposition  of  its  beii^  partial  aad  ex- 
clusive in  its  operation^  he  yet  most  decidedly  vestricts  that 
operation  to  those  who  9haU  bdkvt  m  Him.  Nor  wan  tUa 
the  first,  or  the  only  occasion,  in  which  He  stated  and 
maintained  the  same  Truth.  In  fact  it  was  but  a  npetitimi 
and  confinnation  of  the  Boctriae  whish  he  bad  «nifiinnl|r 
taught.  He  had  always  Npreaenited  bdkf  in  Himaalf  m 
an  indispensable  qualification  in  thoae  who  wnald  be  aa^Fed 
by  Him.  To  Nicodemus  He  had  said,  <<  God  so  laved  the 
wortd,  that  He  gave  ffis  only-fa^gotten  Son,  that  wboaoaver 
hdwoith  in  Him^  ahoald  not  perish#  b«t  bare  ewrlaatia^ 
life."  *'Ue,th§ib€lito€thon  Him  is  not  condeBted  j  bat 
be  that  beUcvith  not,  is  condemned  idfeady»  btcaaae  be  batli 
not  bdievtd  in  the  naaw  of  the  ooly4»egotten  Son  of  Ood.^' 
To  Martha  He  had  said,  <'  I  am  the  Bnanrectbrn  and  the 
Life;  ha  that  telieveiil  on  me,  though  he  weps  dead»yet 
shall  he  live  :  ami  he  that  liveth,  and  idinM  as  me,sbaa 
never  die.^'  To  the  Jews  He  bad  said, «  This  m  th^  will 
of  Him  that  sent  me,  that  every  one  which  eeetb  the  fkm 
and  bdievith  on  Himf  shall  have  everiasliflig  life ;  and  I  wiH 
raiae  him  up  at  the  last  day/'  And  after  His  resarteotiMi 
from  the  dead,  He  still  held  the  same  language ;  and  in  tba 
eommission  which  He  gave  to  his  Apostles,  strangljr  assart- 
ed this  fundamental  principle  of  His  religion  :  <'  Go  ye,  i»- 
to  ^  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  owataiv  | 
He  that  bdieveth  and  is  baptised  sbaH  beaaved.''~What  in 
fact  is  the  universal  language  of  Scripture  on  this  sabjectj 
bnt  a  repetition  of  the  same  truths.  Let  os  bearicea  to  tiie 
testimony  of  John  the  Baptist,  <<  wbo  came  for  a  witneas* 
to  bear  witness  of  the  lights  that  all  men  throng^  Him  might 
believe."  «"  He  that  bdkvM  on  the  Sea,  hatb  evarkatinf 
life,  and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son,  aball  not  see  life  ; 
but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  en  Him/'    Let  us  listen  to 
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tim  Aedftntioii  of  M.  PmI^  <^  BOkw  on  the  Lord  Stsm 
€faiit,  and  tboa  shftK  b&  saved  :^  and  to  that  of  8t  John^ 
*'  TtdM  ia  His  CMiiiiafidQi^iif,  that  we  should  hduve  on  the 
Naaie  of  Ms  San  Jesiis  Chrfst^'^-And  the  same  language^ 
which  ia  tbrfi  ased  ia  respect  to  salvation  in  general,  is 
oqaaMy  ased  in  respect  to  the  particaiar  and  separate 
of  it  Every  Individaal  Uesstng  of  the  Ooqpel, 
ika^  findt  of  Christ'is  Intercession  is  anlferaily  rep- 
~  ai  a  eonseqirohee  inseparably  an^  with  tiie  act 
af  balieviag  an  Him.  Is  it  pardon  of  sin  ?  <<  To  Him 
^ive  ail  the  Frophels  witness,  that  tfiroagh  BUs  namoi  wbo- 
asevser  Mbnett  an  fihn,  shall  receive  remission  of  sins.^ 
li  it  JttStiiciMon  ?  ''  By  Him,  all  that  believe  are  justiAed 
ftaai  ai  fliiags.'^  And  agwi,  **  Christ  is  ttie  end  of  the 
law  fdr  righleonsness  to  every  one  that  helieveth.*'  Is  it 
Adeplioa  ?  ^  As  many  as  received  Him,  to  them  gave  He 
pawar  Is  bacanK  the  sons  of  Gad,  even  to  them  that  Mieve 
ea  Hla  name."  Is  it  SanctificaMon  ?  Those  that  are  sane- 
ttted  are  said  to  be  "^saactffled  in  Chriit  Jesus  J'  Their 
bearta  are  «<puriied  by  faOk.^  they  are  ^^sanctified  by 
jWtt,  tkat  ia  ia  Christ  J^sus/^  Is  it  spiritaal  support  and 
i )  ^  He  that  beU&tetk  on  Htm,  ^ali  not  be  con- 
L**  b  it  spirttari  light  and  knowledge  !  <'  I  aia 
a  HgIA  lata  the  warld,  that  whosoever  beUeDtik  oa  me 
slMaM  not  abide  in  darkness.^  is  it  spiritual  peace  and 
jof  ?  ^  Maw  the  6od  of  hope  fill  you  with  all  peace  and 
joy  ia  Mmrimg.**  But  there  is  no  ooeasion  to  multiply 
aa  a  siAjeot,  on  wMch  l^y  might  be  mal^plied  with* 
and.  Tliase  already  pradaeed  are  soAcient  for  oar 
;  pavpoee.  With  one  voice  they  confirm  the  proposi* 
tisB  aadar  raviaw*  Wttk  aae  voice  they  bear  witness  to 
Ilia  jascpsrihle  anion  between  Faith  and  Salvation,  between 
a  bdief  in  Christ  and  aa  interest  in  His  mediation.  With 
aae  vaies  they  proclaim  that  the  benefits  of  His  interces- 
sieii  are  limited  to  those  who  belie%'e   on   Him.     I  proceed 


IL  To  the  other  proposition  deduced  from  tlie  text ; 
aemelyy  that  the  Scriptures  are  the  Medium,  through  which 
tUsMier  is  produced. 

The  same  consideration  which  shewed  the  first  proposi- 
tion to  be  trae,  proves  the  truth  of  this  second  also ;  for  if 
<W  Uird  Jesus  Christ*  iit  statti^  the  extent  of  his  intercesn 
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btajnaotricMthe  kMBte  of  it  to  UmB  ml^^bmii 
bdMTc  on  Hun*  and  i»bo  0bMild  bdwra  t&ro^f&  ttf  ward 
of  his  Apootfesy  U  18  plain*  frooi  the  farphmatioo  already 
givea  of  the  text»  that  the  Scriptures  are  the  MediiMm 
throagb  which  a  saving  belief  in  Him  is  pr«(ducad«  Bjr 
this  restriction*  He  has  in  fact  assigned  to  them  this  oifee« 
And  is  not  this  the  office*  which  St.  Paul  assigns  to  theoM 
when  he  says*  that  <<  Faith  comelh  by  hearing*  and  hear* 
ing  by  the  word  of  God/'  And  doca  not  St  John  ascriha 
to  them  the  same  office*  when  hasajs*  that  ^<  these  things  won 
written,  that  ye  mi|^t  believe  that  Jesns  is  the  Christ  the 
Bon  &f  God*  and  that  believing  ye  a^ght  have  life  thronirl^ 
his  name/'*— But  how  do  they  perfonn  this  office  ?  JBbw  d» 
the  Scriptures  produce  faith  ?  They  produce  it  in  two  ways. 

1st  Inasmacb  as  they  are  the  fmndatiM  on  which  it  is 
built 

<<  Faith*"  according  to  the  Apostle*  <<  is  the  sobsteace  of 
things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  se^i."f  In  oth- 
er words*  that  belief*  of  which  we  are  speaking  as  ncceaaarj 
to  salvation*  is  such  a  firm  persuasion  in  the  mind  of  the 
reality  and  excellence  of  things*  which  have  not  beem  sah- 
mitted  to  the  outward  senses*  as  convincrs  the  jiidginintj 
M  engages  and  infltiances  the  haart  .  Bat  from  tbia  de- 
scription it  is  evident*  that  aoch  a  belief  aapposea  a  certain 
degree  of  previous  information  and  knowledge ;  for  without 
some  information  req»ecting  the  thiags  in  qaeitioii*  bow  can 
there  be  any  persuasion  of  their  reality  and  exceUance  2  To 
believe  then  in  Jesus  Cbrist*  and  in  the  efficacy  of  hia  Me^ 
diation*  impM  that  we  have  «  certain  degree  of  previona 
knowledge  on  these  subjects.  And  where  is  this  knowle4gn 
to  be  obtained ;  where  is  the  previoos  inlbrmation  laspact- 
ing  Christ  and  His  salvation  to  be  procured*  hot  fcam  the 
Scriptures!  The  Scriptures  are  tb^  only  source  of  divina 
information  and  knowledge.  Here  only  are  we  tmighit  tim 
way  of  salvation.  Here  only  are  we  instructed  in  Ifae 
knowledge  of  those  things*  '<  which  pertain  to  life  and  «od* 
liness*"  Here  only  is  Jesus  Christ  set  forth  oridentlycn- 
cified  before  our  eyes.  H^reonlty  js  Be  exhibited  to  us  as 
the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  sin  of  th^  world  ; 
^(»the  High-Priest  of  oar  profession*  who  is  passed  into  tl^ 

♦  HpTifians,  X.  17.       John,  xx.  31.       f  Hebrews,  xi.  %. 
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Wmrmm,$mA  erer  lireMi  to  —to  JatowMeion  form,  Unm 
mly  ure  life  and  immorteliiy  brMght  to  light  Here  011I7 
arediadoeed  to  m  those  eiceeding  grealwidprccifmytMM* 
1MB,  hj  wludi  we  mmy  be  aade  pertokere  of  the  dhriM  na- 
tare.  No  wit  or  wiadotti  of  bmi  ceidd  ever  have  peaetral- 
ed  Mto  these  mysterieey  or  hare  diacevered  to  ae  the  kaowl- 
ed|;e  of  theaa.  Thej  tat  aiattora  of  pare  revelatioii»  and 
ate  made  known  to  as  only  by  the  word  of  Ctod.  Neither 
have  they  been  banded  down  threngh  the  ancertainty  ef 
bnmaa  tradition,  Tbey  hare  been  preserved  and  are  secar- 
ed  to  OS  in  the  writton  oracles  of  trutb,  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tans  ;  whiehy  being  the  only  depository  of  divine  knowledge, 
can  be  the  oidy /nmdaliom  of  smng  Faitb.  In  this  reject 
they  prodttce  Faith.     Tbey  predaoe  it 

9/Sij.  Inaaaincfa  as  they  are  the  iM$trumeiU  by  which  it  is 
wrought  in  the  heart.  *  ^ 

That  Faith,  of  whieh  we  are  speaking,  and  to  which  a* 
tone  tlie  Blessings  <tf  Cbrist^s  Mediation  are  restricted,  is 
itself  the  gift  an4  operation  of  God.  It  is  the  work  and 
pffodnction  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  heart.  It  is  one  of  the 
SMSt  valaaUe  IMts,  one  of  the  most  important  effects,  of 
that  new  and  holy  nalare,  which  in  regeneration  He  imparts 
to  the  goal.  Bat  the  gnat  inttimmmt  by  which  He  works 
and  open^»,is  Ae  written  Word.  This  is  the  instrument, 
whichf  whm  commissioned  and  employed  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  becomes  ^  quick  and  powerfal,  and  fl^barper  than  any 
two-edged  sword,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  asunder  of 
soul  and  ^ititf  and  of  the  jointo  and  marrow  ^'  and  which 
is,  tiierclbre,  emphattoally  stlled  «<  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit/' 
This  is  the  instroraent^by  which  He  accomplishes  the  great 
work  of  our  regeneration  Itself,  for  it  is  expresdy  said  by 
St*  Fetm*,  timt  we  are  <'  hnrn  again,  not  of  OMTaplible  seed, 
bnt  of  incorruptible  dy  ^  ward  ef  €fsd,  which  livetb  and  a- 
bideth  for  ever  :'^  and  agmn  by  St.  James,  **  of  his  own  will 
iegat  SkuBhifthe  word  of  er«M«"  Hence,  by  the  same  in- 
stromentt  He  produces  Faith  in  the  heart  Blessed  with 
Bis  quidEening  energy,  the  Word  <' comes  with  power,^  and 
^^eftctnally  worketh  in  th^s  that  believe.^  To  what  otbtr 
cause  can  we  ascribe  it,  that  the  three  thousand  on  the  day 
of  Peatecost  bdieved  and  embraced  the  €k>spel,  but  to  the 
pow^ul  %|id  quickening  eaesegy  with  which  the  Holy  Spir^ 
it  accompanied  the  preaching  of  the  Apostle,  and  thus  throi^ 
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the  medirai  and  instrmenMilj  of  tbe  Woril  proinccila  4i* 
Tine  faith  in  the  hearts  ef  those  who  heari  it7  I>ie8  mA 
St  Paal  caU  tbe  Goapd  wbkk  be  fNreached^  <<the  iwnt  ef 
Faith/'  as  being  that  word  by  which  Faith  is  produced  aad 
strengthened  in  the  heart  ?  Does  not  Christ  say  to  Ibe  Jews, 
<<  ye  hare  not  His  word  abiding  in  yoa  ;  tot  wboai  He  bath 
sent.  Him  ye  beliere  not :"  thereby  intimating,  that  if  tbe 
Word  of  God  had  abode  in  tbem^  it  wo«ld  have  praiuoed 
Faith.  Their  not  betiering,  was  a  praof  that  the  Word  M 
not  abide  in  them.  It  coaM  not  abide  in  theni,  aad  they  at 
tbe  same  time  remain  destltote  of  Faith. 

Having  thus  endeavored  to  confirm  and  iUostrate  the  two 
prepositions  deduced  from  tbe  text,  I  shall  proceed  to  mako 
a  practical  application  of  tlie  truths  contained  in  tbem, 

1.  Has  Christ  limited  the  beneits  of  His  mediation  to 
tdpse  wiio  believe  on  Him  ?  Is  this  really  the  case  i  Does  He 
confine  His  intercession  even  in  its  most  extended  appKca- 
tion  to  believer9  in  Him  ?  How  strikingly  does  this  troth 
shew  the  importance  of  Faith  !  How  clearly  does  it  point 
out  the  wide  distinction  between  believers  and  unbelievers  ! 
Ministers  are  often  censured  for  insisting  on  this  dIstinG- 
tion.  They  are  blamed  for  stating  the  importanoe  and  ne- 
cessity of  saving  Faith.  But  has  not  Christ  Himself  stated 
this  importance,  this  necessity  7  Has  not  He  insisted  on 
this  distinction  ?  While  He  prays  eidusively  for  those  who 
believe  on  Him,  does  He  not  virtually  shot  out  from  the 
benefits  of  Bis  intercession,  those  who  believe  not  ?  Surely 
this  is  to  point  out  a  wide  and  most  important  dWirence 
between  belief  and  unbelief.  When  we  declare  tliat  a  man 
must  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesns  Christ  in  order  to  be  saved ; 
do  we  declare  more  than  Jesus  Christ  Himself  has  declared  ? 
Do  we  declare  more  than  His  Apostles  have  declared  ;  more 
than  the  Scriptures  tlirougliout  declare  ?  No.  We  dedaro 
Ho  more  than  all  these  declare ;  and  less  we  dare  not  to  de- 
clare. We  preach  to  you  Faith — ^Faitb  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ — as  that  one  great,  essential  principle,  the  absence, 
or  the  presence,  the  want  or  the  possession  of  which  con* 
stitutes  the  grand  distinguishing  diflTerence  in  the  state  and 
characters  of  men.  Those  who  have  this  Faitlb  are  tbo 
children  of  God,  and  have  an  interest  in  all  tbe  blessings  of 
the  Gospely  in  all  those  great  and  glorious  privikfp^s,  which 
the  intercession  of  Christ  procu;*es*     While  tliose,  who  are 
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uritiioat  tUi  TMi&f  are  at  entoity  with  God,  hehng  not  to 
Bis  Auulyy  are  under  the  carse  of  His  law,  and  have  nei- 
ther p«rt  nor  lot  in  the  Gospel.  We  preach  to  you  this 
Mth  as  the  hond  <^  nnion  with  Christ ;  the  foundation  oC 
all  s^Mid  works  ;  the  only  source  of  all  practical  godliness* 
We  preach  to  yon  this  Faith,  as  a  living  seed  in  the  soul, 
iM*  a  dead,  a  otrid,  a  barren  notion  in  the  head,  but  a  vital, 
a  warn,  a  powerful  principle  in  the  heart,  impelling  to  ac- 
iim,  spiritual  obedience,  and  naturally,  yea  necessarily  pro- 
dactive  of  the  fruUs  of  righteousness  and  true  holiness. 
This  is  the  Fatth  we  preach ;  a  Mving,  justifying,  sanctify- 
img  Faith  s  a  Faitil,  which  adorns,  enriches,  and  ennobles 
dl  who  have  it ;  but  without  which  the  proudest  distinc* 
tioas  of  rank  and  wealth,  the  highest  attainments  in  learn- 
ing and  science,  the  most  orthodox  notions  of  religion,  the 
■Mist  correct  form  of  it,  the  most  zealous  profession  of  it^ 
win  leave  men  at  last  only  poor,  wretched,  and  contempti- 
Ue  beyond  wB  possible  conception. 

S,  Are  the  Scriptares  the  Mtiinm  through  which  this  Faith 
is  produced  ?  Do  those  who  believe  on  Jesus  Christ,  believe 
iknmgh  tie  Wlsrd  9  Is  this  proposition  also  true  7  Is  it  true 
in  two  respects  ?  Is  the  Word  the  Fo^indaUon  on  which 
Faitii  is  hailt,  as  well  as  the  iMtrumtnt  by  which  it  is 
Wfoi^^  !  In  both  these  respects  then,  how  important  is  the 
Word  of  Ood !  How  invaluable  are  the  Scriptures !  And 
what  a  powerful  and  practical  influence  should  this  consid- 
emtkin  of  their  importance  and  value  have  on  the  use  which 
we  make  of  them,  and  on  the  purposes  to  which  we  apply 
them ! 

b  the  Word  of  €rod  the  FiMnAaiian  on  which  faith  is 
baUt  2  Is  it  flrom  the  Scriptures  only  that  we  can  derive  the 
knowledge  of  those  great  truths^  the  belief  of  which  is  es- 
seattal  to  our  salvation  7  Then  how  thankrul  should  we  be 
to  God  lor  this  inestimable  gift  of  His  Word  !  How  desir- 
ous shodd  we  be  of  {lossessing  this  sacred  treasure  !  When 
pooeesued  of  it,  how  diligent  should  we  be  in  the  perusal  of 
it !  Htfw  incessantly  should  we  draw  water  fi*om  these  wells 
of  salvation  !  With  what  care  and  anxiety  should  wc  labor 
ta  become  acquainted  with  the  contents  of  the  Bible !  With 
what  attention  should  we  read  it  in  our  houses !  With  what 
iMdineas  should  we  embrace  the  opportunity  afforded  us  of 
hearif^  it  pnbUcly  preached  or  cc^ounded  !  The  injunctions 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


144 

^ven  to  the  Israelites  on  this  subject  are,  in  the  spirit  oC 
tlieni»  equally  binding  upon  ns  under  the  Christian  dispen-* 
aation.  **  These  words  which  I  command  thee  this  day^ 
shall  be  in  thine  heart :  and  thou  shalt  teach  them  diligent- 
ly unfo  thy  children,  and  shalt  talk  of  them  when  thou  stt- 
test  in  thine  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way^  and 
when  tliou  liest  down,  and  when  thou  risest  up^  And  thou 
shalt  bind  them  for  a  sign  upon  thine  hand,  and  they  shall 
be  as  frontlets  between  thine  eyes.  And  thou  shalt  write 
them  upon  the  posts  of  thy  house,  and  on  thy  gates."  In 
this  passage,  indeed,  the  study  of  the  Scriptures  is  enjoined 
as  a  duty  :  but  let  us  remember  that  it  is  a  duty  enjoined 
on  us  for  our  own  good  ;  a  duty,  the  performance  of  which 
is  closely  connected  with  our  own  interest,  yea,  absolutely 
necessary  to  our  real  and  everlasting  happiness. — Search 
then  the  Scriptures,  for  they  testify  of  Christ ;  and  they^ 
and  they  only»  '<  are  able  to  save  your  soul*'' 

Nor  do  the  practical  consequences  which  result  from  the 
truth  before  us,  end  h^ere.  They  terminate,  not  with  our- 
selves ;  they  reach  to  others  also.  The  consideration  that 
the  Bible  is  the  foundation  of  all  saving  Christian  Faith ^ 
should  excite  in  us  an  ardent  desire,  not  only  of  possessing 
and  studying  this  Blessed  Book,  but  of  communicating  it  td 
otiiers  also ;  and  thus  of  furnishing  them  with  the  ineantf 
of  obtaining  like  precious  faith  with  ourselves.  The  dis- 
persion of  the  Scriptures,  so  far  as  we  have  it  in  our  power' 
to  disperse  them,  is  a  duty  highly  incumbent  on  us  as  Chris- 
tians :  it  is  a  debt  of  gratitude  which  we  owe  to  our  Re^ 
deemer :  it  is  a  debt  of  love  wliich  we  owe  to  our  fellow- 
treatures.  Nor  can  that  person  be  duly  awakened  to  a 
sense  of  his  proper  obligations,  who  does  not  feel  an*ardent 
desire  of  imparting  not  only  to  his  friendsr  and  relations, 
not  only  to  his  neighbors  and  acquaintance,  not  only  to  his 
fellow-churchmen,  or  fellow-countrymen,  but  to  every  indi- 
vidual of  the  human  race,  whether  Jew,  Turk^  Infidel,  or 
heretic,  a  copy  of  that  heavenly  volume,  which  alone  isr 
<<  able  to  make  liim  wise  unto  salvation.''  How  ready  then 
sliould  we  be  to  take  a  part  in  promoting  this  good  and 
glorious  work  !  How  thankful  should  we  be  for  every  op- 
poi-tunity  vouchsafed  to  us  of  promoting  it !  With  what  cor- 
diality should  we  give  our  mite,  our  wishes,  and^our  pray- 
ers in  support  of  that  noble  Society,  which  has  lately  sprung 
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vf  nrnfrngtOf  the  s^ry,  Md  ornament  of  onr  natiTe  Inad^ 
ihat  Society,  whose  only  object  is  to  disseminate  through- 
out the  earth,  the  Word  of  Life;  and  through  whose  exer- 
tions it  n^ay  (>e  reasonably  hoped,  that  in  due  time  the  sav- 
jng  Truths  of  the  Gospel  will  go  forth  inlo  all  lands,  and 
their  words  into  the  end  of  the  world* 

But  lastly,  are  the  Scriptures  not  only  the  foundation  on 
which  Faith  is  built,  but  also  the  instrumtnt  by  which  it  is 
wrought  ?  How  powerfully  should  this  consideration  operate 
on  our  minds  and  conduct  Let  uH  remember,  my  brethren, 
vrben  we  read  or  hear  tiie  word  of  God,  when  we  study  R 
at  home,  or  listen  to  it  abroad,  that  though  we  thus  attain 
to  a  knawUdge  of  the  truths  to  be  believM,  yet  the  actual 
tdieving  of  them  must  be  the  effect  of  a  divine  operation  on 
bur  hearts.  We  may  hear,  and  read,  and  know,  and  under- 
stand, and  yet  at  the  same  time  not  really  believe.  Nor 
shall  we  ever  thus  believe  unless  the  Spirit  of  God  accom- 
panies the  word,  and  diq^oses  and  enables  the  heart  to  re- 
ceive it  in  faith  and  love.  Let  us  further  remember,  that 
the  Word  of  God  is  the  appointed  instrument  by  which  the 
Spirit  accooiplishes  this  gracious  work ;  by  which  tte 
reaches  the  heart  and  produces  in  it  true  and  living  Faith. 
According  to  the  terms  aiid  promises  of  the  covenant  of 
grace,  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit  is  annexed  to  that  of 
the  Word,  that  so  our  Faith  *^  may  not  stand  in  the  wisdom 
of  men.  but  in  the  power  of  God*^*  Let  us,  I  say,  remem- 
ber these  thingd,  and  bear  them  in  mind,  and  act  according- 
ly«  Let  us  study  the  Bible  with  the  view,  with  the  hope, 
not  only  of  obtaining  divine  knowledge,  but  also  of  procur- 
ing Divine  FaUh  :  of  getting  it  first  implanted,  and  then 
strengthened  in  our  soul.  In  our  use  of  the  Scriptures  let 
iis  humbly  hope  for  a  divine  impression  on  our  heart.  Let 
na  earnestly  pray  that  the  Spirit  of  God  will  give  life  and 
enei^  to  the  Word,  and  will  cause  it  effectually  to  work 
in  us,  that  we  may  truly  believe  to  the  saving  of  our  soul. 
If  such  were  the  hopes  and  prayers  ^ith  which  the  Bible 
was  generally  opened,  and  the  House  of  God  attended,  great 
Would  be  the  increase  of  true  Religion  to  be  witnessed, 
abundant  the  spiritual  harvest  to  be  reaped.  May  the  Lord 
fasten  it  in  his  time !  May  tc;e,  my  brethren,  so  read  and 
hear  his  holy  Word,  that  it  may  be  mixed  with  faith  in  our 
hearts  i  May  we  so  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  whom  God  hath 
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sent,  tiiat  at  flif)  decond  cbming  tire  ttiajr  be  fbsiid  amoD^ 
that  blessed  company,  for  Dvrhom  on  e^rth  He  prayed,  <<  Fa- 
ther I  will  that  they  \vhoin  Thou  hast  given  me,  be  with  me 
where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory  !" 


SERMON  XV. 

Dift'crciice  Between  Christ's  Peace  and  the  World's  Peace. 

J0UN9  xiv.  27. 

Peace  I  leave  wifA  you  ;  my  Peace  I  give  unto  you :  not  as 
the  uorUl  givelh,  give  I  unto  you. 

THE  Peace  of  which  Christ  here  speaks,  is 
inwai'd  peace,  peace  of  conscience  ;  a  mind  at  peads  with 
God  and  with  itself :  that  '<  peace  of  God,''  as  the  Scrip- 
tures call  It,  "  which  passeth  all  understanding."  This  iis 
the  blessing  which  Christ  bestows  on  his  Church.  It » 
the  legacy,  which  He  has  left  to  his  people.  *«  Peace  I 
leave  with  you."  It  is  also,  in  a  peculiar  sense.  His  peace, 
as  being  His  purchase  and  His  work ;  bought /or  ud  by  his 
blood,  and  wrought  in  us  by  his  Spirit.  **  My  Peace  Igive 
unto  you."  But  there  is  nothing  by  which  the  distinctive  ex- 
cellcnce  of  this  peace  is  more  strongly  marked,  than  by  its 
great  unlikeness  to  that  peace,  which  the  world  beatowa 
upon  its  followers.  For  the  world,  like  religion,  has  a 
peace  of  its  own,  a  peace  peculiar  to  itself :  a  peace  howev- 
er, which,  in  fact  does  not  deserve  the  naibe,  and  essential- 
ly difiei's  from  the  peace  of  the  Gospel.  This  diSbrence  our 
Lord  might  probably  Intend  to  notice  in  the  text,  when  He 
says,  "  not  as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you/'  The 
I^eace  which  I  give,  is  not  the  peace  which  the  world  gives. 
It  is  very  unlike  to  it ;  it  is  very  ditRerent  tvoxn  it,  and  in 
many  respects  the  very  reverse  of  it. 

It  is  this  Difference  between  the  peace  of  Christ,  and 
the  peace  of  the  world,  which  I  purpose  to  make  the  subject 
of  the  pi^esent  discourse.     Cod  giant,  that  the  considera- 
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tioD  of  it  may  be  profitable  to  ii9f  by  stirring  up  our  hearts 
to  seek  true  peace,  where  only  it  ean  be  really  found,  even 
in  Jesus  Christ ! 

There  are  three  points  wherein  the  Difference,  of  which 
we  are  speaking,  may  be  clearly  and  distinctly  traced. 

1.  The  two  kinds  of  Peace  which  we  arc  comparing  with 
each  other,  are  totally  different  in  their  foundation  and 
origin.  The  one  is  founded  on  ignorance :  the  other  on 
knowledge.  If  worldly  men  are  at  peace,  it  is  because 
their  eyes  are  blinded  ;  because  they  see  not  and  know  not, 
and  are  in  darkness.  But  true  Christians  derive  their  peace 
from  a  very  contrary  source.  They  have  peace  because 
their  eyes  are  open ;  because  they  see  and  know,  and  ane 
in  the  light     I  will  explain  this  matter  further. 

Men  who  are  walking  according  to  the  course  of  this 
world,  in  the  lust  of  the  fleshy  in  the  lust  of  the  eye,  or  in 
the  pride  of  life,  may  be  free  from  all  distressing  fears  about 
the  condition  of  their  soul.  They  may  not  feel  any  unea- 
siness at  the  theaj^ts  of  a  ji^dgment  to  come.  Their  con- 
sciences may  give  them  no  alarm.  They  may  even  think 
themselves  safe,  and  entertain  no  doubt  of  their  final  salva- 
tion.— And  this  state  of  fancied  security  is  tliat  which  «we 
mean  by  the  peace  of  the  world.  But  now,  whence  does  this 
state  of  mind  arise  7  How  comes  it  to  pass,  that  peraons 
who  are  Uving  in  ungodliness  and  sin,  fulfilling  the  desires 
of  the  flesh  and  of  the  mind,  aiid  consequently  daily  exposed 
to  everlasting  condemnation,  sliould  possess  this  security, 
and  enjoy  this  peace  ?  The  reason  is  |>lain.  They  are  ig- 
ooraat  of  their  danger.  The  God  of  this  world  has  blind- 
ed their  eyes  thait  they  cannot  see.  Their  souls  are  all 
darkness  within.  They  have  no  knowledge  of  Gk>d :  that  is, 
no  right  and  true  apprehensions  of  Him,  as  a  just  and  holy 
Being,  who  is  ol  purer  eyes  than  to  look  upon  iniquity,  and 
will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty.  They  know  nothing  of 
their  own  guilt.  They  see  not  tlio  nimiber,  tlie  greatness, 
the  malignity  of  their  sins.  They  are  ignorant  of  that 
holy  law  of  God,  which  reaches  to  the  thoughts  and  intents 
<tf  the  heart,  and  requires  truth  in  the  inward  parts — Hence 
springs  their  peace.  This  is  the  foundation,  on  which  it 
stands,  the  source  from  which  it  originates. 

See  oQ  the  otlier  hand  what  is  the  foundation  on  which 
Christians  build  their  peaqe.    They  know  all  those  things 
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of  wl»irh  worldly  men  are  ignorant*  The  eyes  of  their 
mind  have  been  opened.  They  have  seen  the  true  charac- 
ter o^Godjr  the  spiritual  nature  of  the  divine  law,  and  their 
own  exceeding,  sinfulness  and  guilt  At  first,  perhaps,  the 
s^ht  of  these  things  might  occasion  some  uneasiness,  and 
might  create  in  them  many  fears.  9ut  this  uneasiness  is 
now  repioved.  These  fears  are  all  allayed.  Peace  is  es- 
tablished in  their  soul.  And  how  did  they  attain  to  it  ? 
By  looking  unto  Jesus  Christ.  The  same  mercy,  which 
has  led  them  to  see  their  sins,  has  led  them  also  to  see  their 
Saviour  dying  for  those  sins,  and  by  his  death  taking  them 
away  for  ever.  And  this  sight  has  quieted  their  fears. 
They  have  seen  Jesus,  who  delivers  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
**  of  God  made  unto  them  righteousness,''  set  forth  as  a 
propitiation  for  their  sins  ;  and  thus  looking  onto  Him,  they 
have  found  rest  unto  their  soul.  V  Being  justified  by  faitb, 
they  have  peace  with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Cbrisf 
— Sucli  is  the  foundation  of  their  peace. 

And  from  this  view  then  of  the  subject,  we  may  see  how^ 
widely  the  peace  of  Christ  differs  from  the  peace  of  the 
world.  The  peace  of  the  world  is  the  peace  of  a  sleeping^ 
of  a  stupified,  of  a  hardened  conscience.  They  who  have 
this  peace,  cannot  give  any  reason  tthy  they  have  it  They 
cannot  account  for  the  security  \/h\ch  thy  feel.  They  can- 
not say  whence  it  comes,  or  on  what  ground  they  have  any 
pretensions  to  it  But  the  peace  of  Christ  is  the  peace  6t 
an  enlightened,  of  an  awakened,  of  a  tender  conscience. 
T)ie  Christian  not  only  has  peace,  bnt  can  tell  why  he  has 
it  tie  ^'  can  give  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  him.*' 
He  knows  ^^w(iom  He  has  believed."  He  can  say  with  a 
conscious  experience  of  the  truth  of  his  words,  ^  Christ  is 
my  Peace.  I  look  to  Jesus  Christ  and  to  Him  crucified. 
I  beJJieve  on  Pim|  an^  am  filled  with  Peace'in  believing.' 

lyf;  Itf^thrf n|  are  there  not  some  of  you,  who  can  bear 
witness  to  these  things  ?  Who  have  yourselves  felt  both  these 
kinds  of  peace  ;  and  knowing,  by  your  own  experience  what 
they  are,  can  testify  to  the  truth  of  this  rqpresentatioti  ?  The 
time  hp  been  when  you  were  in  a  state  of  stupid  unconcern 
about'your  soul  and  eternal  things.  You  felt  nothing,  you 
thought  nothing  to  any  good  purpose,  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ligion. Troubled  and  cumbered  about  many  things ;  you 
Vf ere  wholly  regardless  of  the  one  thing  needful.    At  tbe 
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sftflie  time  your  conscience  gave  you  no  uneaunee^ ;  and  yon 
ftttyounetf  in  a  state  of  ])eace.  But  it  has  pleased  God  in 
Ihb  great  mercy^  to  awaken  you  from  this  awful  sleep.  Vour 
eyes  have  been  <qiened.  You  have  been  brought  out  of  dark- 
Bfifls  into  marvellons  light  The  Lord  by  His  Word,  and 
by  His  Spirit  qaickened  you  vrhen  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sine*  Year  mind  became  enligl\tened.  Your  conscience 
became  alttvied*  Your  false  ,p«pce  was  destroyed.  And 
tb-ongfa  tiie  same  divine  mercy,  a  new  peace  has  been  re- 
vealed to  you.  You  have  found  this  peace  in  Jesus  Christ 
JPledng  fitHn  the  wrath  to  come,  you  have  sought  refuge  in 
the  promises  of  the  Goq^l,  and  have  found  rest  wito  your 
souL  Id  Christ  you  have  found  a  real,  an  abiding  peace : 
a  peace  which  passeth  knowledge  ^  a  peace  of  which  you 
once  had  no  conception  ;  but  a  peace,  which  you  now  know 
by  heartfelt  experience,  and  which  you  would  not  be  tempt- 
ed to  exchange  for  every  thing  which  this  world  could  offer 
you  in  return.  Is  not  this  the  case  2  Is  not  tlie  Peace  which 
you  now  have  in  Christ  Jesus,  as  di8*erent  from  that  Peace 
which  yon  once  had  in  the  worid,  as  light  is  from  darkness^ 
as  health  is  from  sickness  i — ^Pri^e  then,  this  inestimable  gift, 
this  predous  legacy*  Remember  whose  gift,  ivhose  legacy 
it  is ;  the  price  at  which  it  was  purchased,  the  friend  by 
whom  it  was  bequeathed ;  and  render  the  praise  and  the 
thanks  and  the  glory  to  Him,  to  whom  they  are  so  justly 
due. 

II«  The  two  kinds  of  Peace,  which  we  are  comparing  to- 
gether, are  totally  different  in  their  present  effects.  The 
peace  which  the  world  gives,  being  founded  in  ignorance^ 
and  consisting  with  a  state  of  sin,  leaves  a  man  still  en-r 
ilaved  to  fab  lasts  and  appetites,  nor  puts  him  on  any^cn- 
deavor  to  free  himself  from  this  miserable  bondage.  Check- 
ed by  no  fear,  he  folfews  without  restraint  the  devices  and 
desires  of  his  own  heart  Disturbed  by  no  doubts  or  ap- 
prehensionsy  he  pursues  whatever  course  his  natiiral  inclina- 
tiMi  leads  him  to  prefer.  Whether  his  favorite  and  beset- 
ting sin  be  pride,  or  ambition,  or  covetoosness,  or  sensuali- 
ty;  be  it  iriiat  it  may,  he  indulges  it  with  greediness,  while 
at  the  same  tmie  he  is  crying  Peace,  Peace,  to  himself. 
But  how  widely  different  in  this  respect  is  the  Peace  which 
Christ  gives  to  his  peo^e.  This  is  a  Peace,  which,  being 
the  frnit  of  IMtU  and  the  work  of  grace,  is  accompanied  with 
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a  sanctiFfing  iRfluence,  that  frees  anil  purifies  tlie  heart  from 
SID.  The  man  who  experiences  this  Messed  Peace,  cannot 
Init  seek  to  be  ddivered  from  the  power  and  pollution  of  sin. 
In  fact,  this  is  a  Peace  which  cannot  subsist  with  a  state 
of  sin.  It  cannot  subsist  with  the  practice  of  any  known 
transgression  of  the  law  of  God ;  with  the  allowed  indul- 
gence of  any  irregular  desire :  for  such  a  practice,  such  an 
allowed  indulgence  would  at  once  interrupt  and  destroy  it 
Let  us  remember  that  this  Peace  is  a  Peace  founded  on 
knowledge,  on  reflection,  on  a  solid,  scriptural  hope  of  our 
being  at  peace  with  Gt>d  through  Jesus  Christ  But  Iiow 
can  this  hope  be  formed  or  maintained,  unless  at  the  same 
time  there  be  also  a  consciousness,  that  nothing  is  practised 
lor  allowed  which  is  forbidden  by  God,  or  displeasing  to 
him  ?  Without  such  a  consciousness,  the  hope  itself  cannot 
stand  ;  and  consequently  the  Peace,  whicli  must  be  founded 
on  it,  cannot  exist  8t  John  declares,  that  **  every  one 
who  has  this  liope  in  him  purijies  himself  even  as  Christ  is 
pure."  And  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  Peace  of  the 
Gosiiel.  £vei'y  one  who  has  this  Peace,  purifies  himself; 
It  is  a  Peace  which  produces  the  most  glorious  fruits,  puri- 
tjf  holiness,  and  righteousness. 

And  here  (again!  may  I  not^appeal  to  the  experience  of 
some  who  hear  me  ?  Tou,  who  have  tasted  that  the  Lord  & 
gracious  ;  who  have  been  brought  to  fed  something  of  that 
i-eal  Peace  of  which  we  are  speaking ;  «a^,  what  do  yoo 
know  on  this  subject  ?  Cannot  you  testify,  that  such  are  the 
blessed  effects  of  being  at  peace  with  God  through  Jesus 
Christ!  Formerly  you  could  promise  yourselves  peace  in 
the  wajs  of  sin.  You  could  break  God's  laa'S  with  little 
^morse,  or  at  the  most  with  some  tramitory  uneasiness. 
You  could  live  in  the  habitjual  indulgence  of  vicious  appe- 
tites, of  evil  tempers,  of  worldly  affections,  and  not  feel  ei- 
tlier  shame  or  fear.  You  could  presumptuously  '^  bless 
yourself  in  your,  heart,  and  say,  I  shall  have  |>eace,  though 
I  walk  in  the  imagination  of  irdne  heart,  and  add  drunken- 
ness to  thirst."— >«But  is  it  so  now  ?  My  brethren,  if  I  know 
any  thing  of  your  hearts  and  feelings,  it  19  not  Now  that 
yoa  have  been  taught  to  know  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,^ 
you  have  learned  to  fear  sin  ;  to  avoid  itj  to  renounce  it; 
to  flee  from  it  You  cannot  now  do  as  you  once  did. 
You  cannot  allow  yourselves  in  the  practice  of  what  yoii 
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fielteive  t6  be  sinful  •  I  knew  indeed  that  yon  are  far 
from  being  perfectt  neitber  bare  yoo  already  attained. 
I  kaow  tbat  so  long  as  you  are  in  the  fiesb,  and  carry 
about  with  you  a  body  of  «iii^  sinful  desires  and  evil  pas- 
sionsy  are  not,  and  will  not  be  altogether  rooted  out  of  your 
heart.  Ton  find  and  fed  them  there.  But  you  now  lament 
that  they  are  there.  You  do  n^t  wilfully  indulge  tliem. 
Tou  resist  and  deny  them ;  and  earnestly  pray  and  strive  to 
have  them  utterly  subdued  and  mortified.  You  know  by  ex* 
perience  tbat  to  give  place  to  them  is  the  sure  way  to  wound 
your  conscience,  and  to  interrupt  your  comfort.  You  find  by 
daily  trial  that  ^to  be  spirituaUy-minded  is  life  and  peace :" 
tbat  the  more  closely  and  more  humbly  you  can  walk  with 
God;  the  stronger  is  your  confidence  towards  Him,  and  the 
greater  your  happiness  in  Him.  Go  on  then  in  this  blesaed 
path.  Figbt  the  good  fight  of  (aith«  See  tbat  Sdf  be  am« 
denied,  and  sin  more  subdued*  Follow  after  righteousness ; 
and  yon  wiH  find  that  promise  fulfilled  to  you.  *•  The  work 
of  rigbteonsaess  sball  be  Peace ;  and  the  efiect  of  rigbteouA- 
ness  quietness  and  assurance  for  ever.'' 

IIL  The  two  kinds  of  Peace,  which  we  are  comparing 
tf^ether,  difler  also  in  another  very  important  respect,  name- 
ly, in  their  End.  Here  the  difference  between  the  Peace 
which  Christ  gives,  aid  the  Peace  wbich  the  world  gives,  is 
indeed  mM  striking.  The  Peace  wbich  the  world  gives,  is 
at  best  only  for  a  season.  The  time  is  coming  when  it 
must  perish  for  ever.  Founded  as  it  is  on  ignorance,  and 
consisting  as  it  does  with  a  stale  of  sin,  it  cannot  reach  be- 
yond  this  life.  In  another  world  it  must  come  utterly  to  an 
end  for  etermore.  Suppose  that  a  man  is  now  living  in 
ease  and  tranquillity.  Suppose  him  to  be  under  no  care  or 
anxiety  about  bis  soul.  He  either  thinks  not  at  all  of  its 
concerns ;  or  presumptuously  flatters  himself  that  it  is  safe. 
Intent  only  on  present  gratiftcattons,  he  follows  his  own  de- 
vices, and  goes  on  in  the  way  of  his  own  Iteart,  and  promises 
to  himadf,  tbat  to-morrow  shall  be  as  this  day,  or  much 
more  abmdant.  Suppose,  I  say,  that  a  man  is  in  this  state ; 
yet  bow  long  will  it  last  ?  It  can  lost  no  longer  than  lifb 
lasts.  Then  the  fatal  deception,  tlie  miserable  delusion  must 
end.  Then  the  veil  will  be  torn  from  his  eyes.  Then  he 
will  no  longer  continue  ignorant  of  the«?e  thin|r»  wliich  he 
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has  hitherto  refiised  to  know.  The  dret4fid  evil  of  siii^  tho 
awful  punishment  prepared  for  it^  the  wrath  of  an  offended 
God — those  weighty,  those  momentous  truths^  which  he  here 
regarded  as  fables  or  fancies,  will  then  aifiear  to  him  most 
Substantial,  most  dreitdful  realities.  He  will  t^n  see  him- 
self to  be  a  guilty  sinner,  compelled  to  stand  before  the 
judgment-seat  of  God,  and  stript  of  every  excuse.  And 
wliat  is  become  of  the  Peace  v^hich  he  once  bad  7  It  is  fled^ 
it  is  lost  for  ever.  He  will  never  know  peace  again.  He 
will  have  no  rest  day  nor  night  He  will  go  into  everlast- 
ing punishment,  where  his  worm  will  <<  never  die^  and  the 
fire  will  never  be  quenched.'^ 

Would  it  might  be,  my  brethren,  that  all  of  ymh  wtio^ 
are  now  lulled  asleep  by  this  world's  Peace,  would  lay  ^jiese 
things  seriously  to  heart !  You  are  now,  it  may  b%  at  ease. 
You  feel  no  guilt  You  fear  no  danger.  You  think,  if  yoir 
think  at  all,  that  you  are  in  safety,  and  will  do  well  at  the 
last  But  awake,  I  beseech  you,  from  this  ruinous  dumber^ 
You  are  not  in  safety.  You  will  not  do  well  at  the  last. 
Look  forward  to  the  time,  when  this  dream  will  end :  when 
your  eyes  will  be  opened,  and  you  will  awake  to  shame  and 
everlasting  contempt  God  himself  has  declared  that  *^  there 
is  no  peace  to  the  wicked :''  and  while  you  are  living  care- 
less about  your  souls,  you  are  wicked.  The  Peace  th?n, 
which  you  seem  to  have,  is  no  peace,  no  real  peace.  It  is 
only  that  awful  calm,  which  precedes  and  portends  the  heavi- 
er storm.  Awake,  I  entreat  you  fi*om  this  state.  Awake 
now  $  lest  you  should  only  awake,  when  it  shall  be  too  late, 
on  the  bed  of  death,  or  in  another  world ;  when  you  shall 
knock,  but  knock  in  vain,  for  entrance ;  when  you  shall  be- 
gin to  lament  with  fruitless  cries  and  tears  your  folly  and 
your  hardness  of  heart ;  when  you  shall  be  left  without  one 
ray  of  hope  to  cheer  your  gloomy  prospect  >  without  one 
drop  of  water  to  cool  your  burning  tongue.  Such  is  the 
End  of  this  World's  Peace. 

But  far  different  is  the  end  of  that  Peace  which  Christ 
bestows.  He  gives  not  as  the  World.  This  Peace,  the 
Peace  with  which  He  gladdens  the  hearts  of  bis  people,  is  a 
Peace,  which  will  last  for  ever.  There  will  be  no  end  there- 
of. Instead  of  failing  and  forsaking  a  man  at  that  titiae 
when  he  wants  it  most,  it  will  then  be  most  strong,  most 
prpRpnf,  most  abidinj9^.     It  will   comfort  him  in  sickness. 
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it  will  theer  him  in  deaflu     It  will  follow  him  into  eternftjr. 
There  it  wiH  be  turned  into  joy  anspeakable,  into  bliss  most 
glorious.     That  hope,  which  has  here  been  its  chief  support, 
will  there  be  folly  realized*     No  disappointment  will  be  felt 
Erery  promise  will  be  abundantly  fulfilled.     Every  espec- 
ta;aon  will  \fe  more  than  answered.     Whatever  may  have 
liere  distarbed  or  interrupted  the  enjoyment  of  this  peace^ 
wiU  there  cetae  entirely  and  for  ever*     Sin  will  trouble  no 
mioirt.    The  world  will  trouble  no  more*     All  tears  shall  be 
wqied  from  the  eyes.     All  anxiety  wBl  be  removed  from  the 
lieart ;  and  sorrow  and  sighing  shall  flee  away  for  ever* — 
Tills  is  the  End  of  christian  Peace,  of  that  Peace,  which  the 
Woild  cannot  give,  and  which  even  now  it  cannot  take  vl^ 
yrpj  ;  /of  that  Peace,  which  Christ  has  purchased  by  his 
Ijkpip^  and  has  bequeathed  as  a  legacy  to  his  Chtirch.-^Te 
«rbo  MW  ppasMBS  this  Peace ;  Ye,  who  know  what  it  is  to 
jbe  at  pcsce  with  God  through  Jesus  Christ  rejoice  and  bo 
(UCtf&Bg  1^.    Having  found  this  Peace,  you  have  found 
indeed  a  pearf  rf  great  price*     Strive  then  to  maintain  it* 
fahqr  to  acquire  a  richer  enjoyment,  a  livdier  experience 
of  it.    Walk  more  closely,  and  more  humbly  with  your  God 
Upi  Scviour*    JDdvote  yourselves  more  entirely  to  his  ser^ 
irioe  and  glofj.     So  shall  your  peace  increase  like  a  river. 
Ton  shall  have  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing.     Ton  shall 
live  in  jpeacc^  apd  the  God  of  love  (ind  peace  shall  be  with 
yon. 


Voiw  U.       '  so 
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BEKMON  XVI. 

Coiiversiou  IVoni  Sin  the  great  Blessing  of  the  Gospel. 

ACTS,  iii.  26. 

Vnto  youjiratf  God  having  raised  up  his  Son  JesuSf  sent  lliin 
to  bless  youf  in  turning  away  every  one  of  you  from  his  in- 
tquities. 

JESUS  CHRIST  is  a  spiritual  Saviour,  Ac- 
cording  to  the  original  promise  given  to  Abraham,  He  came 
•^  to  bless  all  the  kindreds  of  the  earth.**  And  the  Blessing 
which  He  brought  was  this,  Deliverance  from  Sin.  The 
Jews  indeed  rejected  this  Blessing.  To  them  first  He  was 
sent.  But  they  were  carnal ;  and  had  no  mind  to  His  holy 
doctrines,  and  spiritual  redemption.  They  looked  ftir  a 
worldly  Saviour,  a  deliverer  from  the  Roman  power,  ^hen 
Jesus  therefore  disclaimed  any  pretensions  of  this  kind,  they 
Mcic  filled  with  disappointment  and  rage:  and  disr^^rd- 
ing  all  the  propliecies,  by  which  His  divine  mission  was 
proved,  they  crucified  the  Son  of  God,  as  a  Deceiver,  and  an 
Impostor. 

Nor  let  their  conduct  surprize  us.  If  Jesus  were  again 
on  earth,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  He  would  meet  with 
a  like  treatment.  Men  in  general  have  no  more  indint- 
tioii  now  to  be  delivered  from  their  Sins,  and  to  look  npon 
such  a  deliverance  as  a  blessing,  than  the  Jews  had  then. 
Worldly  blessings  they  still  prize  and  covet :  and  so  long 
as  Jesus  would  heal  their  bodily  diseases,  and  supply  their 
temporal  wants,  they  would^flock  around  Him  with  eagerness 
and  would  follow  Him  with  admiration.  But  so  soon  as 
He  should  talk  to  them  of  their  spiritual  diseases,  and  wants ; 
so  soon  as  He  should  offer  "to  bless  them  by  turning  every 
one  of  them  from  their  iniqnities"-^y  curing  their  evil  tem- 
pers, subduing  their  sinful  dispositions,  and  eradicating  tbeir 
vicious  pi'opensities — they  would  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  his  dis- 
•uvscis,  would  leave  Him  in  disgust,  and  perhaps  load  Him 
!i|j  reproaches.     But  why  should  we  speak  of  probabilt- 
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ties?  Wlmt  do  facts  prove 7  Jesus,  m  ft  spiritaftl  Saviour  is 
still  present  with  us.  He  is  sttU  reftdy  *^  to  bless  uh  by 
tmmiDg  every  one  of  as  from  our  iniquitieH/'  Yet  how  few 
avail  themselves  of  the  privile^  voachsafrd  !  How  few  val« 
iie»  and  desire  the  Blessing !  How  few  seek  after,  and  ap- 
ply for  spiritnal  Salvation ! — Blessed  indeed  be  God,  thet*e 
are  some  exceptions  to  this  too  general  Troth  :  some,  who 
ttirottgh  grace  are  made  willing  to  be  turned  from  ^leir  in- 
iquities ;  who  feel  the  burden  of  Sin,  and  anxiously  long  for 
deliverance  from  it  In  the  hombie  liope  of  assisting  sacb 
persons,  and,  if  it  please  the  Lord,  of  adding  to  their  nomr 
ber,  I  purpose  in  discoursing  on  the  Text,  more  fully  to 
shew 

I.  The  Blessing  announced. 

II*  The  Means  by  which  it  is  conv^ad. 

IIL  The  Persons  to  whom  it  is  offimd. 

I.  God  hath  ssiit  his  Son  ^  to  Mess  you,  in  turning  every 
one  of  you  from  his  iniquities.''  The  blessing  announced  is 
ooav^raiott  fromsin.  ijid  what doescon version  from  sin  mean  t 
It  means  some  thing  more  than  an  outward  reformation. 
When  a  man  amends  his  life,  leaves  off  some  bad  habits,  and 
p«t8  on  a  dboeol  appearance,  the  world  which  **  loobeth  only 
at  the  4Mitward  appearance,''  pronounces  him  to  be  an  altered 
mant  a  reCsmied  character.  But  far  diSerent  may  be  the  judg- 
nsent  of  Qod  respecting  his  mi£  8tate$  for  <<  the  Lord  loolietb 
at  the  hearL'*  Unless  the  change  without  be  preceded,  and 
attended  with  a  corresponding  change  within,  all  pretensions 
to  conversion  tnxm  sin  are  hypocriay  before  God.  While 
pridOf  or  passion ;  while  sensuality  and  covetousness ;  while 
any  corrupt  or  ungodly  principle  irde$  in  the  soul ;  whatev- 
er  alteration  may  have  talien  place  in  the  outward  conducf, 
no  alteration  has  really  taken  place  in  the  heart.  The 
man  is  not  <<  turned  away  from  his  iniquities."  He  is  only 
iomed  from  one  iniquity  to  another,  to  another  less  offen- 
sive, it  nuiy  be  in  the  sight  of  his  feilow-ct*eatures,  but  not 
perhaps  less  hateful  in  the  sight  of  his  beartrsoarching  Crea- 
tor. Some  few  branches  are  lopt  off,  but  the  nature  of  the 
tree  continues  unimproved.  Some  few  streams  are  stopt, 
but  tibe  fountain  still  retains  its  poisonous  quality,  and  merer 
ly  flows  in  other  channels.  True  conversion  from  sin  is  a 
oonvoffsion  of  the  whole  man  ;  a  deliveraaoe,  not  only  from 
the  practice  ^  sin  hi  tSe  life*  hut  from  the  lov^»  »Qd  poorer 
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of  it  in  the  h^ti.    It  is  a  restoration  to  tha  DMna  MmMg^f 

a  transformation  by  the  renewing  of  the  mind,     it  ii 

that  sin  is  dethroned,  and  the  kingdom  of  Christ  < 

in  the  soul ;  that  the  flesh  is  crucified  with  its  affsctfons 

and  lusts ;  and  a  new  (Principle   of  hoKnesB    implmtod 

within. 

Such  is  the  blessing  here  amonnced.  ^^nd  is  it  nof  • 
blessing  ?  Would  Ood  have  sent  his  Son  to  ^  tnm  ^ror^ 
one  of  us  from  his  iniquities/^  if  conversion  fh>m  sin  were 
not  a  blessing  ?  Would  the  Son  of  Ood  have  ^  given  Him« 
self  for  us  to  redeem  us  firom  all  iniquity^''  if  redemption 
firom  sin  were  not  a  blessing  7 

Is  Health  a  blessing  to  the  sick  ?  Sin  is  the  disease  nC 
the  souL  The  man  who  is  under  the  dominion  l»f  Bin»  «<  has 
no  health  in  him.''  '*  The  whole  head  is  rick^  and  the 
whole  heart  is  fainf  Sin  efllDcts  his  whole  constitiftion» 
disorders  his  understanding,  vitiates  his  aff0ctiens«  indnces 
a  fatal  stupor  on  the  mind^  kentraAs  and  deadens  evwf 
faculty,  blinds  the  eyes  to  the  glorious  tMngs  of  God,  and 
closes  the  ear  against  his  gracious  trothn.  Sin  is  the  kfro* 
sy  of  the  soul,  which  rendcm  it  nnden,  dfsqnalMns  it  for 
admission  into  heaven,  and  defies  the  power  of  bumsn  ram- 
jpdies.  Is  it  not  a  blessing  to  be  IrecovoHMlfronisnch  a  stiitoi 

Is  Preedam  a  blessing  to  the  slave  ?  Nn  riave  is  sa 
wretched  as  the  slave  of  sin.  In  bis  heart,  which  was  do* 
signed  to  be  the  haiiitation  of  Ck>d  through  the  Spirits  Sa* 
tan  has  fixed  his  empire.  There  be  reridesy  and  vslHi. 
His  works  are  done,  Ms  interests  are  served.  His  misera- 
ble captive,  led  by  him  at  fate  wil,  is  harried  on  fbom  sin 
to  sin,  obey9  the  dictate  of  every  vile  aflbotion,  and  imperii 
ous  appetite ;  and  labors  in  the  servfce  of  a  nwstery  wimse 
wages  is  death.  Is  it  nbt  a  blessing  to  be  Areed  OrmpL  aoeh 
a  servitude  7 

IsJlettabIes6ihgtotheheavyJaden7  None  are  so  iieavy-*. 
laden  as  the  sinner  $  as  he  who  Rv^  in  the  habttaal,  flaw- 
ed indulgence  of  sinAil  passions.  No  load  is  redly  so 
heavy  as  his  load.  For  a  time  indeed  he  may  not  pmreeivn 
the  weight.  He  mny  be  inseasiUa  to  its  pressure.  But 
whenever  tlno  heart  qf  stone  is  softened,  then  be  feek  Us 
burth|P|i|  then  '<  he  groans  being  bmtiMned.'^  He  thmi 
knows  by  experience  the  fuU  force  if  that  expostaMton» 
i»The  spirit  of  a  man  wiH  sastain  his  infirmities,  bnli^ 
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wo9»dM  ^i^iittf  wbo  caa  baar  P^  With  David  lie  tlien  ex- 
chiiMf  «  There  ia  bo  rest  in  my  bones  by  reason  of  my  sin  ) 
tot  mj  wioMbMBsaes  ar«  gone  over  my  head^  and  are  like  a 
aom  ImunIui*  too  beavy  for  me  to  bear.''  With  St  Paul 
ke  Ami  cries  oiaty  wider  »  feeling  sense  of  his  corruptions, 
'<  O  wretohed  man  that  I  am^  who  shall  deliver  me  from 
ttiabody  otthia  death !"  Is  it  not  a  Uessing  to  be  rcl^Ased 
tnmmAm.  burden  i 

In  Ihe  Opeff  hMv^nhf  Qhtr^  a  blessing?  Without  con- 
TcrriM  from  sin  no  such  hope  can  really  stand.     '<  Except 
jr^be  oonvertedf  and  become  as  little  children,  ye  shall  no( 
enter  into  the  kii^dom  of  heaven.''     <<£xcept  a  man  be  bon^ 
asaint  be  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God."     <<  Without  ho- 
linesB,  no  man  aball  see  the  Iiord."     What  scriptural  hope 
tlMnnC  heavenly  glory  can  they  hare,  wbo  are  not  <<  turned 
{nm  their  ini^nities?"  Gbd  by  a  fixed  decree  hath  shut 
them  oat  fimn  hefe.     He  hath  solemnly  declared  that,  **  in- 
to Ihe  New  Jerasalem  nothing  nnckan  shall  enter ;"  that, 
^  ihne  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked  ;"  that,  ^*  bis  wrath  abid- 
eth  on  them ;"  and  that  th«gr  <<  shall  be  tomed  into  hell," 
^  where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  tbe  fire  is  not  quenched." 
^  Know  ye  not  (aaks  the  Apoefle)  that  thc^  unrighteous  sliall 
imi  inherit  the  la^;4iMn  of  God  ?"  In  the  nature  of  things 
hffw  nan  ttef  inherit  it  ?  <*  Tbe  inheritance  is  among  them 
that  nra  sanoCiAed."     Eofw  then  can  the  unsanctified  par- 
take of  it  ?  Conld  the  sensnal  or  tbe  covetous,  the  proud,  or, 
the  fnimuih  the  vain,  or   tbe  ambitious,  could  any  who 
love  nad  practise  nngodlinesi^  find  eiqoyment,  or  satisfac- 
tion in  the  presence  of  God,  and.in  the  society  of  saints  and 
aagrin  I  Admitted  wio  the  mansions  of  the  blessed,  tliey 
be  ino^able  of  sharing  the  delights  of  heaven.     Tiiey 
he  wantaiig  in  those  holy,  and  ^iritual  dispositionsj 
which  alone  could  qualify  them  for  spiritual  happiness,  and 
poidd  enanre  their  felicity.    That  <'  Fulness  of  Joy,"  with 
which  heaven  abounds,  would  to  them  be  nnsatisfying  and 
dfenaive*     llmse  '*  Rivers  of  Pleasure  which  are  at  God's 
right  hand,"  would  to  them  be  tasteless,  and  insipid.     Heav- 
en mwAA  fiamiah  them,  with  no  gratifications  suited  to  their 
incfinnthNM  and  deares  i  it  would  exhibit  to  them  nothing 
hataceues,  and  soufces  of  deUght,  in  which  tbey  could  find 
nn  fleaanre;  and  thi^  wouM  itself  become  a  place  of  torr 
ment  tn  Umm. 
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Behold  tlien  tlic  bleflsingannoiinoed  iu  the  text,  the  bless- 
ing of  conversion  from  eiii.  It  is  Healthy — it  is  Freedottf 
—it  is  Rest : — it  is  the  Confirmmtion  of  Hope ;  it  is  the 
Meetness  for  Heaven.     We  proceed  to  shew, 

11.  The  Means  by  wiitch  this  Blessing  is  conv«jred. 
**  God  having  raised  up  hto  Son  Jesas,  hath  sent  IRm  ts 
bless  you/'  God  is  the  fbontain  of  all  goodness.  ^  Everj 
goody  and  every  perfect  gift  is  from  abovey  and  cmmH 
down  from  the  Father  of  Ltghto.''  In  his  iiiinite  lov«  ttie 
blessing  under  consideration  at  first  originated.  Bnt  it  is 
cowveytd  to  us  throagh  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  the  channel 
throtigh  which  it  flows.  Otoi  in  his  eternal  couiisels  bar* 
Ing  planned  the  work  of  Bedempttont  in  the  firiaasB  of  time 
sent  his  Son  to  execute  it :  ^  sent  Aias  to  bkss  us^  in  turn- 
ing every  one  of  us  from  his  iniquities.''  DeliTcorance 
from  sin  was  the  great  Uessingy  which  the  Son  of  €h>4  caon 
into  the  world  to  dispense.  He  was  cdUed  Jesus  because 
<<  He  should  save  his  people  fipum  their  smm/^  To  the  ac- 
comfriishment  of  this  meroiftd  design,  His  separate  <Aoes  of 
Prophet,  Priest  and  Ki^  are  each  directjed. 

As  Pr^phetf  He  enligfalens,  and  instruoto  mankiati.  He 
dtecovers  to  them  the  evil  nature,  and  dreadful  consequences 
of  sin.  He  warns  them  to  flee  from  the  wralh  to  come; 
sets  life  and  death  before  them,  a  blessing  and  a  cnrme ;  re- 
proves, exhorts,  encourages,  invites.  By  his  word,  and  by 
His  ministers  He  is  continually  calling  upon  sinners  to  turn 
from  their  iniquities,  and  points  out  to  them  the  only  means, 
by  wliicii  they  can  effectually  be  turned* 

As  Priest,  He  has  atoned  for  their  past  transg^ressions. 
By  His  precious  blood-shedding  He  has  opened  a  way  for 
their  reconciliation  with  God  ;  and  thus  from  the  hope  of  a 
gracious  reception,  provides  them  with  the  s^ngest  en- 
couragement to  turn  to  Him.  Without  this  hope  sinners 
would  never  bo  persuaded  to  turn  from  their  iniquities.  The 
thouglit  that  God  is  their  irreconcilable  enemy,  fiar  from 
leading  them  to  foraake  tiieir  sins,  would  harden  and  coafirm 
tdem  in  impenitence.  It  is  the  assurance  of  mercy,  the  as- 
surance of  Goci^s  willingness  to  receive,  and  pardon  sinner^ 
which  softens  the  heart,  and  disposes  it  to  repentance.  This 
assurance  Christ  in  His  Priestly  Ofiee  has  effectftally  fitr- 
nisiied.  He  is  ^'  set  forth  as  a  protnti^tion  through  faith  in 
Kis  blood,  for  the  t*emlssiott  of  sins  that  aropast,"  Through 
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Hb  merits  and  interoeision  sinners  are  invited  to  come 
Mdlytothe  throne  of  grace;  to  cast  themselves  without 
ftar  on  the  mercj  of  Ood ;  and  confidently  to  hwk  to  Him 
as  a  reconciled^  and  loTing  Father.  What  doubt  can  re- 
main oF  His  fkvoraMe  disposition  towards  them  ;  for  He  has 
given  His  Son  to  he  the  propitiation  for  their  sins  ?  Let  this 
tlmiight  inspire  them  with  courage,  and  influence  their  con- 
dnct.  liSt  them  now  turn  from  their  iniquities ;  for  the 
liord  wiU  reeeive  them  graciously,  and  will  remember  their 
sins  no  more. 

Bot'it  is  in  His  Kingbf  dffict  that  Christ  more  especiidijr 
carries  on  the  work  of  deliverance  from  sin*  Advanced  to 
the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high,  and  having  received 
of  the  Father  the  promise  of  the  Spirit,  He  hath  the  fulness 
of  it  at  His  disposal,  and  dispenses  it  according  to  His  will. 
Ay  the  Spirit  He  wealcens  the  strength  of  sin  in  the  souU 
By  the  Spirit  He  brings  home  His  word  with  power  to  the 
heeui,  and  applies  His  atonement  with  efficacy  to  the  con- 
science. By  the  Spirit  Hyonvinces,  and  converts  sinners  f 
excites  their  fears  ;  removes  their  prejudices  ;  inclines  them 
to  valne,  and  to  desire  the  Salvation  of  the  Gospel  i  helps 
their  nnhelief;  enriiles  them  to  choose  the  Lord  for  their 
portion ;  aad  efifectoally  constrains  them  *'*  to  live  no  longer 
to  themselves^  but  to  Htm,  who  died  for  them  and  rose 
again.'' 

Let  us  next  consider 

m.  The  Persons,  to  whom  the  Blessing  in  the  Text  is 
offered.  ^  God  having  raised  up  His  Son  Jesus,  has  sent 
Him  to  Mess  you  in  turning  every  one  fffyov,  from  his  ini- 
q«ities.''*^This  expression  intimates  two  things, 

1st.  That  <*  every  one^'  stands  in  need  of  the  Blessing. 
adly.  That  "  every  one"  who  is  willing  may  obtain  it. 
Ist.  Beery  one  stands  in  need  of  the  Blessing. 
From  the  fidl  of  Adam  to  this  vei7  hour,  there   never 
was  a  single  individual  of  the  human  race,  Christ  only  ex- 
ceed, who  stood  not  in  need  of  deliverance  from  the  power 
and  the  practice  of  sin.  **  That  which   is  born  of  the  flesh  is 
flesh.''    All  men  naturally,  <  are  in  the  flesh,"  atnd  conse- 
quently ^  cannot  please  God."  Under  the  influence  of  the  car- 
nal mimi  they  love,  and  serve  sin.     In  this  respect  there  is 
no  difference.    **  As  in  water  face  answereth  to  face,  so  the 
heart  of  noian  to  man."     Ail,  indeed,  may  not  have  equally 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


160 

MMed ;  oat  shmed  alike,  in  Om  smm  mHawfr,  aM  to  tt0 
imme  extent.  *  lliere  are  dlflbrent  degreM  and  shades  ef  siiu 
Bat  stfll  in  the  kngmge  of  tbd  Prophett  <<  we  att  Uln  iriwep 
hare  gone  astrayy  and  hare  turned  eveiy  one  ta  Ida  «wii 
wd)r.^  Sin  lias  reigned  in  everjr  lieart;  and  vitmUiv^r 
form  it  may  hare  jhit  on,  whiMfer  direettM  It  nay  lake,  it 
stilt  is  sin.  Its  nature  and  eAots  are  atiH  the  same.  It  li 
ti*ansgres6ion  of  the  law  ;  it  is  rebellion  against  God  $  it 
prorckes  Wa  dlnpleasnre ;  it  diaqaaliUta  the  sinner  Am* 
happiness ;  it  shots  him  ont  from  Bearen.  CMiMaiea 
ikrom  sin  then  Is  a  Blessing,  of  which  '^^rery  oM*^  standn 
in  need. 

sdly.  ^^  Every  mt^  who  is  wflittg,aay  oUainttinBles^ 
«ng. 

In  this  respect  also  there  is  no  dtfti'ente>     ^  Every  one^'^ 
as  we  have  already  noticed,  fe  natoraBy  under  the  domin- 
ion of  sin  :  but  to  **  every  one**  ollfers  of  deK^veranee  are 
sent.    '*  Uo  every  one  that  tMrsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waier&'^ 
— Stnnet^  soroetimect  qnestion  gie  Power  of  Chridt  io  set 
them  ttee.     Groaning  under  thb  yoke  of  sin,  Ihey  ftd  as  if 
it  never  coidd  he  broken.     Entangled  and  overcome^  thnj^ 
are  apt  to  fear^  that  lust  is  too  deeply  rooted  in  iheir  sod! 
ever  to  be  expelted.     *  Our  h^art/  (they  cry,)  ^1i  so  har- 
dened, and  corrupt,  that  no  power  can  soften,  and  Impiove 
H/     But  ««is  atiy  thing  too  hard  for  the  Lord?*'  What  te 
the  promise  ?  <^  A  new  heart  ^U  I  give  yon,  and  a  Mw 
spirit  will  I  put  within  you  }  and  I  yiM  Ukb  away  theotony 
heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and  I  will  give  you  ani  heart  of  fltoh**' 
— *  At  other  times  sinners  are  led  to  doubt  the  WUHt^fnen  of 
Christ  to  deliver  them }  aitd  with  the  Lc^  am  ready  to 
'say,  **  Lord,  if  thou  tcUtf  thou  canst  make  ine  deai.*'    At 
least  they  distrust  His  loving  kindness  to  themutaes.    <  IKIl- 
frs,*  (they  say,)  '  He  will  pity,  and  save :  hot  4br  t$  He 
has  no  compassion  left.     We  have  sinned  iieyond  tke  reach 
of  His  Mercy.*— But  to  **  every  one**  is  the  Blessing  oMsr^ 
ed.     No  exceptions  are  made.     What  are  tlie  repeated  de- 
clarations of  Christ  Himself?  ^  Come  unto  Me,  all  ye  that 
labor  and  are  heavy-laden,  and  I  wBl  give  you  rest.**    *«  Him 
tliat  conieth  unto  Me,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out**     **  Wiio- 
soever  will,  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  fredy/* 

And  now,  my  brethren,  by  way  of  aj^ieatlon  of  thesuV 
ject,  are  there  any  among  you,  who  despise  the  Uessingof- 
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iMd  in  fbe  textf  mbi^,  rtigudleis  of  aU  ci>iiseqii6iK3e8»  afc 
Mr ing  in  the  practice  of  Sitiy  and  deepinf  on  the  brink  of 
tvvte^iiig  ruin  7  How  Aall  I  awaken  you  to  a  dense  of 
yonr  Imagi^  I  B^w  ahadl  I  rouae  you  to  a  eonaideraiioit  of 
the  nnportant  concerns  which  you  are  nei^ting !  God  hath 
nest  His  Son  to  Uess  you#  and  jw  reject  the  Blessing.*  He 
oflnrs  to  turn  you  from  your  iniqittities ;  and  you  refuse  to 
be  twned.  He  cooaselSf  and  reprpved  you ;  but  you  set  at 
nongU  ail  Ua  connsd^  and  will  have  none  of  his  reproof! 
Ton  pnAr  riekniss  to  health ;  slavery  to  freedom  ^  toilaiid 
labor  In  easSf  and  rest  Befleot  on  the  foUy  of  your  choice. 
Wti^  wdl  the  guilt  of  it  Look  forward  to  theconsequen- 
CQk  WUle  you  are  living  in  Sin,  you  are  living  without 
Christ  without  Hope,  without  God  in  the  world.  Should 
yon  perinb  in  this  state,  under  what  awful  circ^mstanoiis 
wffl  you  peririi !  **  Hear  ye,  and  give  ear :  be  not  proud : 
Cn*  the  Lord  hath  spoken.  Give  j^ry  to  the  Lord  your 
Gody  heibre  He  cause  darkness^  and  before  your  feet  stum- 
Ue  upon  the  dariL  mountains ;  and  while  ye  look  for  light, 
Be  tarn  it  into  tboshadow  of  deaths  and  make  it  gross  darb- 


Aie  there  others  who  mistake  the  nature  of  Conteraiop, 
jiiid  connsyently  undervalue   the  Blessing  offered  in  the 
Test ;  who  satiified  with  some  outward  shew  of  righteous- 
Deas  nuke  no  attempt  to  approve  their  hearts  towards  God? 
In  soma  ntftactSf  it  may  be,  you  are  diflferent  from  what  you 
Armeify  weie.    You  have  perhaps  renounced  the  practice 
Hf  smne  glaring  immoralities  ^  you  have  possibly  discontin- 
'  ned  ioitte  mil  habits^  to  which  you  were  once  addicted :  you 
have  anmded  some  wrong  tempei*d:  you  have  corrected 
aome  bad  dispositions— But  are  you  therefore  converted? 
Have  you  Ihn^bre  been  <<  turned  from  your  iniquities?"  My 
hrelhien,  be  not  deceived.     Ha^  your  heart  been  changed  ? 
Has  pride  and  sin  been  dethroned  there  ?  What  master  are 
yaa  s^^ing  in  tbe  inner  man?  Has  God,  or  the  world  pos- 
unoion  of  yoar  Soul  ?  Have  you  humbly  fled  for  refuge  to 
the  Lord  Jeans  Christ  ?  Or  are  you  still  standing  at  a  dis- 
tanee  from  Him  ?  Are  you  serving  Him  in  sim^icity,  and 
godly  mneerity,.  or  are  you  obeying  Sin  in  any  of  the  lusts 
thereof?  Be  assured,  that  if  you  allow  yourself  in  pne  point 
bMktalhf  to  offend,  you  are  in  fact  guilty  of  all ;  and  your 
heart  evidettly  is  not  right  in  the  mght  of  Q-^i,  who  require 
You  U.  21 
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tmtli  wsd  {Nirily  fai  the  mwwd  fwtXs.  Tm  bave  never  yeiex* 
perienced  the  power  ef  reMwisg  grace*  ¥<ni  are  *<  stiU  in  the 
gall  of  bitterBeeSf  and  ia  the  bond  of  iaiquity/'— <'  Reprat 
tberclbre»and  be  convevted^ibatyoar  riasnuigr  be  blotted  oot.'^ 
^*  Be  ye  transforaied  by  tbe  renewing  of  yowmrad ;  tbat  y^^ 
may  prove  what  is  that  geod»  and  acceptable^  and  perfiwiT 
will  of  God/' 

Again,  there  may  be  some  who  trriy  feel  their  Med  al' 
the  Bkseing  in  the  t^i,  but  who  graitfy  err  as  to  tha« 
Means  of  obtaining  it.     You  laammty  I  weald  siippaee»  the 
Ainfalf  and  disordered  state  of  yoor  SoaU  i^ad   are  fao^* 
iog  to  be  made  whole.     Yea  groan  benei^i  tbe  barAen  ci 
your  corrupt  natarOf  and  si|^9  and  seek  Car  d^veraaoe. 
Bat  you  seek  it  not  in  tbe  way  ia  wUcb  oaly  it  is  ta  be 
found.     You  are  seeking  it  in  yomr  awn  strength,  in  4»* 
pendauce  on  your  own  resdutions  and  exertions,  as  if  U 
were  a  work  in  your  own  power,  and  umker  your  own  cob- 
troL    But   Conversion  from  sin  is  a  w^rh  to  be  wvooglit, 
not  hy  yoUf  but  in  yoo.     It  is  a  blssaing  wbkh  eometh 
/rom  afore.     <<  The  pr^amtioas  of  the  heart  ate  6Mm  tka 
Lord."     Christ  alone  can  turn  yoa  from  year  iniqaifciaa* 
You  cannot  turn  yearselve^.    It  is  <*  fie  who  ia  eralM  aa 
a  Prince,  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repeatanoe  aal^  aeB*'' 
To  Him  then  af^Iy   for  the  Blessing*     Pray  to  Hiasto 
giveyoa  repentance;  to  <<bkmi  fen  by  turaiag  yea  hvut 
your  iniquities."     Be  earnest  with  Him  m  pmfw  and  sop* 
plication.     Cry  out  with  the  Fsahnist,  ^  Create  in  aMf  a 
clean  heart,  O  God  ;  and  renew  a  right  spirtt  within  ma^" 
Say  with  repentant  Epbraim,  <<  Turn  Tkm  me,  O  Lud, ' 
and  I  shall  be  turned."     Doubt  not  tbe  pawer  aaid  williagt^ 
ness  of  Christ  ta  hear,  and  help  you ;  U»  Be  was  seat  on 
purpose  «<  to  bless  tou  by  turning  yea  from  year  iaiqaitkak^ 
Distrust  nut  his  ceaipasaton,  for  <<  Ee  came  to  bind  ap  tbe 
broken-hearted )  to  proclaim   liberty  te  the  Captives,  and 
the  opening  ot  the  prison  to  them  that  arabaaad;  ta  cam- 
Cnrt  all  that  mourn,  to  give  unto  them  beaaty  ibr  ashes,  the 
oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment  of  praise  (or  the  spirit 
ofheaviness." 

But  lastly,  are  there  not  some  aaM^g  as^  wba  are  al- 
ready partakers  ci  the  Blessing  of  wbicli  we  famv  been 
speaking :  some,  who  have  already  experienced  ia  their 
«ouls  the  power  of  converting  grace ;  and  who,  by  tbe  effects 
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pnimstd  opon  tbeir  own  Wrtt  and  Kim,  nmntnUj  find 
tfctt  tbejr  are  itideei,  ^  Mmad  Aim  thdr  iniquities  ?^  My 
livCtawn,  if  7M  have  tlius  been  taught  that  Conversion 
firooi  Shi  is  no  ima^nary  work,  no  creature  of  tbe  fancy,  no 
Inanitory  impreBsbn  on  ttie  feelings,  but  a  real,  an  inward, 
an  abMing  operatfon  oC  dfVine  Grace  on  the  beartr-jf 
tbe  Bpitit  itadf  thus  bears  witness  with  your  spirit,  that  yon 
Mb  ttift  lAdMnn  'of  Ood,  bom  of  his  Spirit,  renewed  t<rhis 
Mkenees,  and  made  part^l^rs  of  his  nature~if  things  be  so ; 
jTM  bMs  tedeed  canse  to  rejoice,  and  be  thankful.  Rejoice 
hmmmr  wMi  tremMng  |  and  be  not  high-minded,  but  fear. 
Tbhk  mi  as  <' though  you  bad  already  attidned,  either 
wwo  already  perfcct'^  ^  Count  not  yourself  to  hare  ap- 
pnbendad :  but  tiki  one  thing  do :  forgetting  those  things 
yf^Mk  are  behind,  and  reaetaing  forth  unto  those  things 
wUcb  aie  before,  press  towards  the  mark  for  the  prize  of 
the  li%h  calling  oTCkid  in  Christ  Jesus.''  It  is  indeed  an 
Moannigii^  thought  that  <<  He  who  hath  begun  a  good 
work  in  yewy  will  peHbct  it  unto  thj»  end  i*^  that  He,  wlio 
hath  Mtherta  wvo4;bt  jn  yon  <«to  w«  and  to  do,**  witt  of 
Ma  UMTcy  cairtinae  to  work  in  yon  :  but  bear  in  mind  the 
AraslkfncoBnMHid  in  connOctioa  wtth  tUs  aabject,  ^«  work 
mit  ywr  Mm  Salfalfon  with  foar»  and  «r<embling.*'  ^  Be 
aat  abttiM,  bat  foUowera  of  them,  who  tkronigh  foitb  and 
ptKOmtm  Ubmk  the  prombes.''  <<  Occupy^  tin  yonr  Lord 
oome.  Use  and  ti^rove  tbe  taleate  which  be  has  commit- 
isd  U  yonr  trast,  in  Bis  service,  and  to  His  Glory.  If  he 
baa  set  yon  tern  U^om  %b»  yske  of  rin,  it  is  that  you  may 
the  amre  raadily  and  derotediy  take  his  yoke,  and  bear  bk 
■d  do  Ms  work.  By  perseverance  in  britness,  by  a 
caiitiaiteime  in  welbdioing,  evidence  to  tin  worli^ 
attdta  yownhras,  tbe  reality  «f  yMr  Conversion,  the  sin- 
ostt^  ^.yonr  piefenaion»  year  growth  In  grace  and  godKness. 
Bljr  ^vh^  aUdi^enoB  to  these  fMngs,  by  pn^gressively  ad- 
Hmg  oae  Ghriatian  attamnmit  to  another^  by  daily  idimind- 
iwg  in  ovary  go^A  ward  ud  work,  ^  malce  yonr  calling  and 
deetioa  sora^''  ^  60  ahaH  an  entrance  bo  ministered  ante 
yon  abnndantly  into  tbe  eveilaati^  kingdom  of  onr  Lord 
and  tevianr  Jeans  Christ."  So  shall  you  be  included  in 
tbe  mpmber  of  tho^  ba^^y  and  triumphant  soulsy  to  eaob 
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of  Whom  tiMM  j^rM  ^Mib  di4l  be  gnciMriy  «MmBii» 
«« WeO  done^  good  Mi  fUllrfU  Mrriiit^  Mter  thoii  into  Ibp 
jfyoCtbjLord-" 


SERMON  XVn. 

Esau  Despising  his  Birth-Right. 

HEBREWS,  xii.   If. 

for  ye  know  how  that  afterwards,  when  he  would  hwce  fn? 
herited  the  Blessings  he  was  rejected  .-  far  he  found  no 
Place  of  Repentance,  though  he  sought  it  carefMy  with 
Tears. 

THE  pmKm  here  spokem  of  te  EflM  |  wd  tte 
{[^itcCBMiteBOM  refcrrod  to  ^rt  those  MlaAod  is  the  Hmsftf- 
oeTenth  choplilr  of  Gonerii.  The  sahjeot  it  oM  wfaloh  r»r 
qoirai  explaiitttlon.  For  the  circonistotioee  thosMlvoo,  ■• 
weH  as  the  Apoitie^s  laeflCioii  of  them  io  the  test^  are  oAm 
mecb  fldsiinderstood.  On  bearing  the  acoMSt  which  ii 
given  of  Bsaia^s  looring  the  blswing,  and  dt  bis  coadnoi  m 
thai  occasioB,  peieons  who  wfe  not  weH  aoyiMnted  wilh  Om 
whole  transactfon,  who  do  not  attantifdf  oensiisr  it»  me 
apt  to  feel  for  Mm  a  degree  ot  eompaaaion  to  wbidi  Us 
character  does  not  entUie  bim  :  while  the  liingMgii  of  the 
lext  is  miderstood  to  coimtennnce  this  of^nton  hf  afeating^ 
as  it  is  oopposed»  that  tiiongb  he  were  a.penitenl  be  coidd 
obtaki  no  forgiveness ;  and  coneeqaontty  to  contradict  the 
general  dedarations  of  Scriptare,  that  aM  wfan  rp|»Ht  sfaoB 
assuredly  find  mercy«— In  discoursing  on  this  saiyeoly  I  shall 
fwideavor 

L  To  remove  these  arisnnderstandings,  and 
n.  To  pointont  soneof  Oepractieal  adnoiutinns,  which 
the  escaoiple  of  Esauy  when  righHy  nnderstaod^  s«ggeal».te 
enr  oonaideration. 

L  The  best  way  of  correcting  error  is  to  give  a  jdain 
itatement  of  the  truth.    Accordingly  in  endeavoring  to  le? 

Digitized  by  VjOO^IC 


1«5 

I  Hut  Biiamdflml«iiiiiigB.of  wlMh  I  Imve  spoken,  I  sbaU 
wd  befere  jou  as  dflsrly  asl  cam  a  short  accomt  of  the 
particalars  on  wbicb  tbey  are  fbaoded. 

Eeat  was  the  eUeet  son  of  tlie  Patriarch  Isaac,  and  on 
tUa  aceottol  was  considered  as  entitled  to  the  birth-right 
This  bhrtb-rigbt  was  somotbtng  of  a  peculiar  nature :  and 
ft  dear  notion  of  it  is  absdutely  necessary  in  order  to  a 
Tigbt  understanding  of  the  point  in  question.— -The  Birth- 
rishl  then  does  not  appear  to  ha^e  had  any  particular  ref- 
•ennce  to  the  pr^erty  and  possessions  of  Isaac,  nor  to  have 
OQBtaiaed  in  it  any  immediate  worldly  adTantage.  It  refor- 
Fod  to  the  promises  of  Grod,  and  to  the  blessings  included  in 
y  promises,  which  God  had  originally  given  to 
D,  and  had  afterwards  in  these  words  renewed  unto 
; :  ^  Sc^m  in  tins  land,  and  I  will  be  with  thee  and 
ytiSk  Uess  thee :  for  unto  thee  and  to  thy  seed  will  I  give  all 
Ibese  countries,  and  I  will  perform  the  oath  which  I  sware 
onto  Abraham  thy  father.  And  I  will  make  thy  seed  to 
mnkipiy  as  the  stars  of  heaven,  and  will  give  unto  thy  seed 
aB  thase  oamtries :  and  in  thy  seed  abalt  all  the  nations  of 
tbeeavtb  be  bfened*''*  This  revelation  contained  three 
iKstiact  paomises.  1st.  A  promise  of  the  pMsent  favor,  and 
protsGlliiietGod  to  him  to  whom  the  promise  belonged. 
fldHy.  A  prooiise  of  great  future  blessings  to  his  posterity  :  and 
ad|y,  mpfomise  of  being  the  forefather  of  Jesus  Christ ;  that 
IWPsdirtod  Seed  of  tbe  Woman»  who  shorid  bruise  the  Sefpent's 
hmi^  and  who  should  be  Ih^  ^y  and  Salvation  of  all  the 
ands  of  the  earth.  These  were  the  promises,  which  were 
given  tn  Isaac ;  and  it  was  an  interest  in  these  promises, 
mhUk  feiMed  the  Qirth-rigbt  of  wU^  we  speak;  and  ef 
whichf  as  no  express  nnaignmnnt  qt  it  had  hitherto  been 
Finj .  being  tbefiest  bom  son,  was  the  pvesumptive 
He  was  psobably  oonsidecttd  by  Others  and  by  him- 
mM  an  the  person^  to  wheni  these  promises  would  of  course 


Sndi  then  was  the  Qirtti-right  Let  as  now  see  in  what 
manwr  Eaan  regarded  it.  We  can  have  no  doubt  how  h^ 
oighit  la  baiva  regarded  it  fib  doubtless  ought  to  have  es* 
teamsd  jm  intansst  in  theaa  promiaes  as  the  most  invaluable 
diheritaooe.    He  should  have  looked  upw  it  as  I|i3  richest; 


*  CeofEsis,  rxvi.  3,  4. 
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treaMref  Us  bigbert  iHiiioc»  bk  noUnt  privilege*     He 
abeuld  haf«  dong  to  it  es  Us  feai^t  hope,  his  domst  pes- 
nesiM ;  and  in  cottpsrison  of  it  shooM  htve  hesa  irtWag 
to  saifer  the  loss  of  all  things,  and  hare  cowited  erery  thii^ 
else  as  dross,  and  of  no  value.     Bat  i^*as  this  the  case  } 
Was  it  Unas,  was  it  with  these  views,  with  Ihsse  feeHngs, 
that  Esau  regarded  bis  birih-d^t  7  No  :  we  are  expfesslf 
taugbt  that  it  was  not     He  made  light  of  the  divine  prooN 
ises,  and  of  all  the  blessings  and  privileges  contafaMd  in 
tbem.     He  accounted  them  of  no  value,  and  treated  theai 
with  the  most  profane  contempt     In  proof  of  this  anertiau 
we  Imve  one  fact  related,  whidi  distinctly  mariis  the  charae* 
ter  of  the  man.     We  are  reminded  ia  the  versa  before  the 
Uxtf  that  '<  for  one  morsel  of  bread  he  bad  sold  Mi  Urtb- 
vighf     In  the  account  of  tius  transaction,*  wo  find,  thai 
on  a  certain  occasion  Esau  being  faint  and  hungry,  actually 
parted  with  all  bis  interest  in  these  promises  to  his  brother 
Jmyolb  for  a  mess  of  pottage.     How  coidd  be  have  more 
clearly  shewn  bis  utter  dbregard  and  contempt  of  the  di- 
vine Promises  i  He  reconciled  himself  to  his  brolher's  pra« 
position  of  parting  with  tius  privilege,  by  probndy  aakiag, 
^  What  profit  shaU  this  biftb-right  do  to  bm  2''  And  faavii^ 
corniced  the  impious  bargain,  he  felt  no  coacem,  no  to* 
morse  at  what  he  had  done ;  for  so  thelangu^je  of  aspira* 
tion  seems  evidently  to  imply,  when  it  to  said,  ^  He  did  eat, 
and  drink,  and  rose  up,  and  weat  hto  way.'^    Espodally^f 
when  it  to  emphaticaUy  added,  ^Thus  Esau  dai|riaod  Us 
jUrth-right^— Now  we  most  reuMnber,  that  thto  event  tsok 
place  probably  at  an  early  pmod  of  Ms  life  $  while  his  oott«' 
duct  afterwards,  so  far  as  it  to  stated,  shewed  the  saUM  ir« 
religious  disposition.     At  forty  years  of  age,  witboul  any 
regard  to  the  pious  example  and  wishes  (rf  hto  phreida,  he 
took  two  wives  of  the  daughters  of  the  land ;  aad  by  thus 
joining  liimself  to  the  heathen  aad  Idolatraua  i«haMlaaia  af 
Canaan,  testified  his  unbdief  aad  contempt  of  tta  fu»eaisd 
will  of  the  Almighty.     Nor  from  thto  time,  so  far  as  wa  are 
tdd,  did  he  ever  bestow  a  thought  on  hto  bilrth-right  |  ever 
felt  itgret  at  having  sold  it ;  or  eaqiressed  a  wtoh  to  recov- 
er it;  tiH  after  an  interval  ofaloKMtfortgryeim,  Isaac,  sap 
posing  liimself  to  be  at  the  point  of  death,  procooded  lo  bhsR 

♦  Genets,  x^tv.  29. 
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Ms  8am.  nen  Emu,  tbimgh  his  fiitlier^s  mistake  par- 
titMij  ift  fiirrw  of  the  firat-bom,  was  Erected  to  prepare 
hinaelf  Gmt  recenring  the  bleBsing :  and  having  now,  as  it  is 
probable,  releetod  thi^  tiiis  blessing  contained  in  it  a  prom- 
ise of  ptospetity  to  his  children,  and  of  their  saperiority  orer 
those  of  his  brotiier,  he  was  very  desirons  of  obtluning  it 
it  is  not  necessary  to  state  the  means  by  which  his  expec- 
taHoaB  aad  desires  w^^  disappointed.  As  to  those  means, 
we  caaaot  approve  of  them.*  We  cannot  but  decidedly 
bfauBe  both  Jaoob  and  Rebecca  for  the  imposition  which  they 
pgactiood  OB  Isaac.  Bat  at  the  same  time  we  must  surely 
oeo  and  own  the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  God  in  prevent- 
\mg  isano  from  inadTertently  bestowing  the  Blessing  on  One 
who  was  so  wholly  unit  for  it  When  Esau  indeed  discov- 
erei  the  in^ioBttion  which  had  been  practised,  and  found 
tlMt  the  Birlh^rigfat  had  been  actually  confirmed  to  Jacob, 
then  he  gave. vent  to  the  most  biUer  lamentations ;  complain- 
ed of  the  sabtUty  ot  his  brother ;  and  insinuated  how  hurd- 
ly  and  imjaatly  he  had  been  used.  But  what  ground  was 
there  tot  sech  inslnuattons  and  complaints  7  With  what  jus- 
tioe  oerid  he  complain  of  being  deprived  of  a  privilege  which 
he  had  never  valued,  which  he  had  never  ^died  to  obtain  f 
Witti  what  shadow  of  reason  could  be  insinuate,  that  he 
wan  hasdljp  used  in  not  being  permitted  to  inherit  a  Bless^ 
ii^,  which  he  had  always  treated  with  the  most  marked 
and  imveiMt  contempt  ?  Consider  for  a  moment  whi^  was 
the  pmasge,  wUdi  he  had  thus  profanely  despised.  Be- 
Golbct  Airt  m  sdllag  his  btrtb-right  he  had  wickedly  given 
up  Us  poraomd  intarest  in  the  favor  and  protection  of  the 
Ahnii^ity,  nad  in  the  Blessiog^  of  the  predicted  Saviour. 
He  had  virtnally  declared  that  he  could  do  without  these 
tfattigB.  He  bad  in  fact  caefl  the  divine  Promises  behind  bis 
back,  and  had  shewed  timt  he  preferred  the  most  trifling 
!  grastiieation  to  the  Divine  favor  and  love.  Bear  in 
bow  long  he  had  been  living  and  acting  in  this  spirit. 
For  above  sei^nty  years  he  had  thus  been  <^  without  God  in 
the  world  ^*  and  was  be  now  to  come  and' claim  the  Bless- 
ing br  his  own,  and  complain  that  he  was  unjustly  used  be- 
cnase  it  vras  refused  him  ?  Is  the  Almighty  to  be  thus  con- 
teamed,  and  insulted,  and  presumptuously  called  to  an  ac- 

•  See  Vd.  I.  Sermon  XXX. 
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count  by  his  rebeflioiis  creatures  ?  And  shftlt  we  ilrtotend  tcit 
be  more  mcrcifal  than  oor  MafceCf  and  with  a  mtataken  and 
an  unholy  pity,  presume  to  take  the  paK  of  those,  wham 
He  excludes  ft*om  mercy  ?  Far  be  soch  a  candnet  trom  vs.- 
I  think,  my  brethren,  you  most  by  this  time  see  that  thera 
is  no  just  ground  for  the  misunderstandhig  which  I  have 
stated  above  ;  and  I  tmst  that  if  yon  should  hitherta  h«ve 
been  disposed  to  entertain  a  thought  of  Esau's  hehig  an- 
justly  treated,  yoo  will  henceforth  for  erer  dtomiss  it  froaa 
your  miud. 

But  {lerhaps  you  say,  ^Esau  repented.  Is  there  net  par* 
don,  and  mercy,  for  the  penitent  ?  The  Scriptorea  reqnira 
m  to  repent  of  our  sins,  and  promise,  that  if  we  do  repevt^ 
we  shall  be  forgiven.  Tet  the  text  tells  as  that  Esaa  fomid 
no  place  of  repentance,  though  he  sought  it  carefully  wiMi  * 
tears/ — ^Thts  was  the  other  misunderstanding  which  I  stat- 
ed. And  is  it  not  a  great  misunderstanding  ?  In  fiict  so  far 
as  the  text  is  concerned,  there  is  no  ground  whatever  for 
supposing  that  Esau  was  a  penitent :  for  the  repentance  of 
which  the  Apostle  speaks  has  no  relbrence  to  the  slate  of 
Esau*8  heart ;  it  refers  merely  to  a  change  in  his  JMher^s 
mind.  **  Esau  found  no  place  of  repentance  :**  that  is,  he 
found  no  way  of  revoking  the  act  which  his  father  Isaac  had 
done.  He  could  not  prevail  with  him  to  change  the  direc- 
tion which  he  had  now  given  to  the  Blessing ;  to  take  it 
hack  from  Jacob,  and  to  bestow  it  on  him.  He  could  not 
alter  the  divine  purposes,  and  his  Father's  mind,  thong^h  he 
sought  to  do  it  carefully  with  tears.-— This,  and  this  only 
is  the  meaning  of  the  expression  in  the  text.  And  so  far 
tliciTfore  as  the  supposition  of  Esau's  repentance  rests  on 
this  ground,  it  is  totally  without  foundation.  Nor  if  wa 
look  at  the  particulars  of  his  conduct,  shall  we  find  any  bet- 
ter ground.  It  is  true  **  he  lift  up  his  voice  and  wept  ^ 
**  he  cried  with  a  great  and  exceeding  bitter  cry.''  Bat 
tears  alone  do  not  prove  a  man  a  penitent.  He  who  truly 
repents,  will  condemn  himself ;  will  take  shame  to  himself; 
will  confess  his  guilt ;  will  grieve  that  be  has  offended  God  j 
and  will  earnestly  desire  forgiveness.  But  do  we  find  any 
of  these  things,  in  Esau's  language  and  behavior  ?  We  see 
iu  hiui  no  confession  of  Sin,  no  acknowledgment  of  guilt,  no 
cry  to  God  for  mercy.  Instead  of  accusing  himself^  he 
throws  aJl  the  blame  on  Jacob.     Instead  of  condemning  his 
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imk  pfohnawm^  io  liftving  told  hia  hirtb-rigbt^  be  merdy 
coflaiBS  of  bis  brolber's  in^tice  iii  having:  treacherously 
taken  it  fron  bim :  imkI  so  far  Iroiii  re|ientiqg  of  his  Sins 
Mere  God»  be  secretly  resolves  in  bis  hearty  whenever  a 
(avoraUe  oHMMrtiinity  shall  offer^  to  avenge  hinaelf^  and  to 
slay  his  brotbsr. — ^Esan  th^  was  not  a  penitent.  His  tears 
were  the  teurs  of  disappointment  and  vexation,  not  of  coin 
tritioa  aiid  godly  sorrow.  .  Uis  grief  was  that  of  a  person 
who  finds  top  late  that  be  has  m^de  a  focdish  and  a  ruinoos 
liargain ;  the  grief  of  a  criounal  at  the  place  of  executions 
wbo  bitterly,  laaients  the  punisbmrat  which  bis  folly  and 
wickedness  have  hfoqgbt  upon  him^ 

We  see  then  with  bow  little  truth  it  can  be  said^  that  (be 
example  of  Elsau  contradicts  the  general  tenor  of  the  Scrip- 
taressby  giving  countenance  to  the  supposition  that  any 
tndy  pamtent  Sinner  shall  be  r^|ected.  In  (act  he  is 
biiosigbt  here  as  an  instance  of  an  impenitent  iinner :  of  one 
wboy.firon  the  prevailing  love  of  sin*  and  of  the  worldf  siM*- 
Cnps  bis  religious  advantages  to  gq  uuimprovedj  profanely 
^ligbtSf  and  resists  the  grace  of  God ;  nor  discovers  the 
&lly  and  .wickedness  of  his  conduct  till  it  is  too  lato  to  al- 
ter itf  mid  to  escape,  the  dreadful  consequences.  It  is  in 
this  lif^t  that  we  must  view  the  e^mple  of  Esau,  if  we 
hope  to  profit  by  it     And  accordingly  I  now  proceed 

,  II.  To  shew  some  of  the  Practical  Admonitionsi  which 
his  example^  when  thus  understood^  suggests  to  our  consid* 
eration.  - 

.  1st  We  are  here  admonished  that  we  also  have  a  birth' 
fight ;  a  birth-rights  as  important  in  itself,  and  as  valuable 
to  U9t  as  that  of  Esau  was  to  hi^.  We  have  exceeding 
great  and  precious,  pnmiises  given  to  us,  to  every  one  of  u% 
to  highf  and  low^  to  ricli  and  poor,  (for  there  is  no  difTer* 
ence)  even, the  promise  of  God  in.Chirst.  Consider  what 
these  promises  are;  the  promise  of  every  thing  [icrtaininj; 
to  lifi^  and  godliness ;  the  promise  of  the  life  that  now  i,St 
a^  of  that  which  is  to  coiue  ^  the  promise  of  pardon  of  sin  ; 
of  reconciliation  with  God ;  of  his  special  favor,  and  pro- 
tection ;  of  adoption  into  bis  family  ;  of  the  renewal  and 
sanctification  of  our  natures;  of  the  consolations  of  the 
Spirit ;  of  victory  over  death,  and  the  grave ;  of  everlast- 
ing life,  and  glory  in  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.  These  ar^ 
fte  Blessings  promised  in'the  Gospel-Covenant ;  Blessings 

Vox.  It  sa 
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in  whicb,  as  professed  Christims,  we  have  a  pf«MHBptlT« 
interest  At  baptidin  oar  name  was  pot  ffilo  the  oha^or- 
deed  :  and  OB  om-  attaimng  ta  that  Fiith  and  jRepentattoe^ 
which  are  the  stipulated  reqnisHes^  we  nay  fkad  oar  title 
to  the  blessings  promtsed^  and  may  daim  them  tmr  ear  ewn* 
This  is  our  btrth*righi ;  in  substance  the  same  mUtk  Esaa's; 
ftot  far  surpassing  it  in  the  ItgM  and  deamess  with  witioli 
it  is  revealed.  In  a  word,  om*  birfli-i4ght  is  wr  piMIege 
of  knowing,  worshipping,  and  serving  €rod  in  the  Cknfd 
of  his  Son  :  the  opportunity,  wNh  wfiiefa  we  are  favored  cf 
working  out  oar  Salvation  with  fear  and  tremMi^g :  the 
time  and  the  means  vouchsafed  to  us,  for  securing  to  ear 
souls  an  everfasting  inheritance  in  the  world  -ef  li^  and 
glory. 

ddly.  We  are  here  reminded  of  the  If^y  in  yA&A  we 
may  despise  this  Birth-right  We  have  seen  how  Eeflia 
despised  his.  He  made  light  of  it  He  accountei  it  of  ne 
value.  He  sold  it  for  a  mess  of  pottage.  He  bartered  it 
away  for  a  morsel  of  bread.  He  ddiberately  preferrel 
worldly,  sensual,  temporal  gratifications,  tp  the  divine  fii- 
vor  and  promises.  Thte  was  his  sin.  ft  proved  Mm  te 
be  a  wicked  man,  an  irreltgioas  person,  without  any  reii 
fear  of  God,  or  futii  in  His  word.  liet  us  then  rememberf 
that  if  we  act  in  the  same  nranner,  4n  the  same  spirit  Hith 
Esau,  it  will  prove  us*  to  be  persons' of  tlie  same  character 
with  him.  If  with  him  we  seH  our  Birth*rig^  we  sbaK 
with  him  be  accounted  by  the  Lord  ^  profane." — ^And  yet 
how  many,  it  is  to  be  feared,  are  acting  flH»,  and  treading  in 
Esau's  steps !  How  many  are  making  light  of  Gbristaui 
privileges,  and  Christian  prefects  ;  setting  no  valoe  on  the 
means  of  grace  and  tte  hopes  of  gkny,  and  baiterii^  away 
the  promise  of  an  eternal  inheritance  for  some  tritingf  earth* 
ly,  perishing  possession  or  enjoyment !  Think  not  that  yoa 
are  firee  from  Esau's  sin,  maidy  heciuise  you  may  not  have 
sold  your  interest  in  the  Gospd  by  some  express  and  formal 
contract  as  he  did.  You  may  be  virturily  doing  the  same 
thing.  You  may  be  habitaaUy  renouncing  Christ  and  his 
Gospel.  You  may  be  living  in  a  profiine  dteregard  of  his  of- 
fers and  promises.  And  this  you  most  assuredly  are  doing, 
if  for  tl)e  sake  of  worldly  things,  you  are  n^ledting  your  souk 
ami  Eternity  :  if  you  knowing  etdfer  any  "  root  of  bitter- 
ness'* to  remain  within ;  any  unmortified  last»  any  nnsancti- 
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iad  teapwv  to  K*akk  ite  yomr  ia  your  bmrt  Let  m  bear 
ID  bM,  tint  ttere  is  m  mrvii^r-God  md  Mannon^  Christ 
Md  Bdial :  if  you  love  tiie  ooe,  yoo  will  tn^  tiie  other. 
Too  euBot  at  the  aane  tine  be  walking  after  the  flesh  and 
aAnr  the  spirit.  Too  cannot  at  the  same  time  be  both  god- 
ly and  Qiq(edly*  You  cannot  be  the  disciples  of  Christ, 
mad  yet  alight  his  commands,  hb  invitations,  or  his  promises. 
Yon  camiot  didy  esteem  these  thu^,  and  yet  live  in  the 
nef^act  of  them.  Neither  am  you  be  said  to  observe  them, 
U  jm  an  kaUtual^  ready  to  neglect  them  whenever  they 
mmy  happen  to  interfere  with  your  worldly  interests,  or  sen- 
soal  ifldinatioas.  Every  one  of  tto  persons  in  the  parable, 
vImi  pleaded  their  land,  their  oxen,  or  their  worldly  con- 
nedtons,  as  an  excuse  for  not  coming  to  the  marriage-feast, 
wna  an  Esau.  And  they  aU  are  intended  to  reprraent  such 
aoUke  Um  ^tespise  their  Birth-right :  such  as  have  in  them 
no  real  love  of  the  irath,  no  supreme  regard  for  spiritual 
tftii^ ;  bat  who,  busied  with  the  cares,  or  amused  with  the 
triiss  id  this  world,  suffer  their  day  of  grace  to  pass  away 
mrioiprovedy  and  avail  not  themselves  of  the  mercy  and  long- 
salfering  of  Qod  in  the  Gtospel  to  make  a  seasonable  provi* 
flion  fir  their  immortal  souls. 

8dly.  We  are  here  reminded  of  the  Comequenees  of  thus 
despising  ov  fiirth^right  Men  may  now  oMtke  light  of 
Christ  and  ef  his  Gk>^,  of  their  souls  and  of  Eternity  : 
iMt  it  wifl  net  be  always  so.  A  time  will  come,  when  they 
win  see  and  foel  the  value  of  these  tidngs.  In  the  hour  of 
dei^  at  the  day  of  Jm^pmeat,  the  vail  will  be  torn  from 
their  eyes ;  and  things  will  appear  in  their  true  colora. 
nben  the  vanity  of  the  world,  the  evil  of  sin,  and  the  mise« 
ry  of  thdr  fodiish  choice,  will  stare  them  in  the  face. 
When  nnthing  to  which  they  have  here  trusted,  can  any 
longer  jitiA  them  sa&botion  and  enjoyment ;  when  the 
worM  and  th^  are  parted  for  ever ;  when  the  bottomless 
pit  shall  have  opened  its  jaws  to  receive  them ;  when  their 
anHnaee  is  about  to  he  pronounced ;  when  the  ministers  of 
vengeance  are  standing  ready  to  execute  it ;  then  will  they 
be  convinced  <tf  tfaeir  felly  ;  then  will  they  bitterly  lament 
it;  then,  perhi^s,  will  they  put  in  a  plea,  and  pray  for 
mercy  ;  then  will  they  b^in  to  cry,  *<  Lord,  Lord,  open 
to  ns.^— But  will  the  plea  be  admitted  ?  Will  the  cry  be 
beard?  N<V     "Ye  know  bow  that  Esau  afterward^  when 
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ht  wonld  have  inberited  the  blessing,  was  rejected^^  And 
so  wiU  It  be  with  all  who  hare  walked  in  his  steps.  ^<  Thejr 
wiU  be  rejected.''  Like  hinri,  ^*  tbey  wUl  find  no  place  of 
r^perttahi  e^  though  they  may  seek  it  carefolly  with  tears.'? 
Hear  what  the  Judge  has  already  declared  of  theoy— '^  Be- 
cause I  have  called  and  they  refused  ;  I  have  stretched  out 
my  hand  and  no  man  regarded  :  but  they  have  set  at 
nought  all  my  counsel,  and  would  have  none  of  my  reproof; 
I  also  will  laugh  at  their  calamity,  and  will  mock  when 
their  fear  codleth.  Then  shall  they  dall  upon  me,  but  I 
will  n6t  answer :  tbey  shall  seek  me  early,  but  they  shall  not 
.find  me.  For  that  they  hated  knowledge,  and  did  not 
choose  the  fear  of  the  Loi'd." — My  brethren,  let  us  take 
warning  by  these  awful  truths.  Be  admonished  in  time. 
If,  like  Esau,  you  have  hitherto  despised  your  Birch-right ; 
if,  like  him,  yoti  are  still  persisting  in  affronting  God,  and 
neglecting  your  ^ouls,  think  of  that  bitter,  that  encHeas  sor- 
row, thai  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth, 
'which  you  are  laying  iip  of  yourselves.  Think  of  these 
things ;  and  now  while  you  have  o[^rtunity,  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come.  Redeem  the  time,  while  time  remains. 
Much  time,  much  opportunity,  may  have  been  wasted. 
But  still  even  now  it  is  not  too  late,  if  you  set  about  the  work 
in  earnest,  to  i*ecover  the  ground  which  has  been  lost  It 
is  not  too  late  to  repent,  and  turn  to  Gpd,  and  save  your 
souls.  O  s^dL  Him  while  He  may  he  found.  Certain  it  is 
that  all  who  seek  Him  with  the  heart,  shall  find  Him.  Cer- 
tain it  is  that  Jfesus  Christ,  our  merciful  Friend,  our  com- 
passionate  Mediator,  our  almighty  Saviour,  is  ready  to  re- 
ceive every  repentant  and  believing  sinner,  every  returning, 
humbled  jMTodigal,  and  to  give  to  bam  a  name  and  a  place  in 
{lis  family.  This  is  the  message  wliich  th^p  miatsters  of 
the  Gospel  are  commissicmed  to  deliver.  Receive  it  not 
in  vain.  Slight  not  the  grace  of  God  thus  continued  to 
you.  Refuse  not  Him  who  Bpeaketh  ftom  heaven.  By 
faith  and  repentance  make  good  your  title  to  the  promises 
of  the  Gospel.  Claim  your  Birth-right.  Live  up  to  your 
t)rivileges.     So  sl^all  you  inherit  the  Ble^ing. 
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SERMON  XVm. 

The  Hamble  Enquirer  after  Wisdom  encoaraged. 

JAME85  i.   5,  6. 

Jfanjf  cf  you  lack  Wisdom^  let  him  ask  of  €hd,  that  giveth 

^    to  aU  Men  liberaUy  and  upbraideth  not :  and  it  shaU  he 

given  Aim.     But  let  him  ask  in  Faith,  nothing  wavering. 

IT  18  one  of  the  peouliav  excelleiicies  of  the 
GtMfcl,  tbmt  its  directions  and  promises  are  so  fi-amed  and 
iefiTeredy  as  to  give  every  encouragement  to  the  humble 
and  teaefaaUe  disciplle ;  and  at  the  same  time  to  leave  Mie 
provd  and  presmnptuoiis  objector  without  excuse^.  Thns^ 
while  it  ^  nils  the  hungry  with  good  things^  it  sends  the 
rich  empty  away.'^  We  find  in  the  text  an  fflostration  of 
this  remark.  St  James  here  exhibits  a  specimen  of  the 
way  in  wldch  the  Scriptures  constantly  address  the  hnmUe 
and  serikms  Enquirer  after  divine  Truth.  |  shall  consider, 
tiie  words  as  containing 

I.  A  description  of  the  Person  addressed. 

IL  The  Direction  given  to  him. 

IfL  The  Encouragement  to  follow  it. 

I.  The  Berson  addressed  is  thus  described,  ^  If  any  of 
yoQ  lack  Wisdom.?' 

Wisdom  is  sometimes  used  in  Scripture  in  a  limited  sense, 
and  is  pot  for  the  whole  of  Bdigion,  reid,  vital,  practical 
religkm.  And  the  reason  is  d^u*,  for  nothing  but  such  re- 
ligion is,  in  fact  true  Wisdom,  and  reaHy  deserves  the  name. 
Bat  it  is  also  used  in  a  more  general  and  comprehenrtve 
sense,  and  is  employed  to  signify  every  kind  of  religious 
knowledge,  instruction,  or  expierience.  And  this  is  the 
sense  in  which  we  most  understand  it  in  the  text  To  lack 
wisdom  is  to  be  without  it,  to  be  in  want  of  it  So  that  the 
person  addressed  in  the  text  is  described  as  being  one,  who 
stands  in  need  of  religious  instruction.  There  is  some  doc<- 
Mne  concerning  which  he  wants  information  }  some  part  of 
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his  duty,  OB  which  he  is  deficient  in  knowledge  |  sone  pointy 
respecting  which  he  is  ignorant  and  needs  to  be  taught 

But  it  is  one  thing  to  lack  wisdom,  and  another  to  know 
that  we  lack  it.  Men  may  be  verj  ignorant  on  religioas 
mattersy  without  being  sensible  of  their  ignorance.  Th^ 
may  be  fools,  and  yet  deem  themsdves  wise.  They  ouiy  be 
bUndy  and  yet  say  that  they  see.  And  so  long  as  this  is  tha 
case  with  a  man,  he  will  never  look  upon  himself  as  the 
person  addressed  in  the  text  He  will  neither  fdlow  the 
direction,  nor  value  the  enceurageaMnt  which  it  aflTords. 
Before  he  does  these  things,  he  must  feel  that  he  lacks  wis- 
dom. 

The  person  then  here  addressed,  may  be  thus  ihore  accii^ 
ratdy  described.  He  is  me,  who.  is  sensiblB  of  his  spiritu- 
al ignorance  |  who  knows  that  he  stands  in  need  of  religio«s 
instrwction,  and  anxiously  desires  to  be  taught.  Now,  ny 
brethren,  is  such  the  case  with  any  of  you  I  Do  any  of  yon 
fcA  that  you  lack  wisdom  ?  There  are  many  ways  in  which 
you  may  feel  your  need  of  it  I  will  mention  some  of  the 
more  common. 

You  may  feel  your  ignorance  in  respect  to  the  doctriaea 
of  the  0«^,  and  may  wish  for  clearer  information  abont 
them.  Tour  ^es  may  have  been  partly  c^ned^  just  enough 
to  shew  you  how  little  you  knew  as  you  ought ;  and  to  raise 
in  you  a  desire  of  knowing  more.  Like  the  man,  whose 
blindness'  our  Saviour  began  to  take  away.  **  Ton  may  see 
men  as  trees  walking.''  Ton  may  see  something  of  God's 
grace  and  mercy  in  the  Qospel :  but  you  see  it  dimly,  and 
this  makes  you  long  to  see  it  more  clearly.  You  wish  that 
you  could  understand  this  or  that  point  more  distinctly  ;  that 
such  a  doubt  were  removed  $  thi^  such  a  diflkulty  WM*e  ob* 
viated ;  or  that  such  a  doctrine  were  mtdt  plainer.  Your 
soul  is  athirst  for  living  water,  and  you  long  to  draw  out  of 
the  wdls  of  Salvation.     Thus  you  may  lack  wisdom. 

Or  perhaps  you  are  in  doubt  as  to  some  practical  step  in 
your  conduct  Two  or  more  ways  oflbr  themselves  to  your 
choice  :  but  you  know  not  which  of  them  to  prefer.  You 
would  gladly  fix  upon  that,  which  would  be  most  pleasing  to 
God,  and  most  profitable  to  your  own  soid.  But  you  know 
not  which  that  would  be.  After  balancing  all  sid^  iu  your 
mind,  you  arc  still  at  a  loss  how  to  decide.  You  cannot 
clearly  discern  which  is  the  path  of  datyjj  nor  satisfy  you^ 
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^  BMmhkk  CMTse  in  the  end  wiH  he  best  Your  conscitfnce 
is  alive  and  tender.  Yoa  woidd  gladly  do  right,  bat  yoa 
tar  to  ^  w»mg.  Ton  beattate,  and  are  in  suspensey  and 
MiKioQflly  wish  for  fiirther  l^;fat»  and  mere  specific  ittforma. 
tion.     Thw  yoa  may  ladL  Wiadom. 

<h>  pnriiafe  yoa  ieel  yoor  ignorance  in  aaether  way.  Ton 
an  under  Wal  and  afiliction.  Yon  know  that  the  visttation 
Is  fraia  Gbd,  and  that  it  is  sent  generally  for  yonr  apiritad 
good,  itot  yen  know  not  what  particalar  geod  it  is  intend«i 
ed  1o  iirodaoe.  You  are  wnsiUe  that  the  Lord  is  cantiHid* 
iiig  with  yoa^  bat  yoa  cannot  distinctly  see  wherefore  im 
oootendetfi.  Yoa  aduiowledge  the  Lord's  hand  in  the  cor^ 
reoilon.  Tea  meekly  sohmit  to  it,  and  seriaosly  desire  to 
reap  #ora  it  the  b^iefit  which  it  is  meant  ta  convey.  Bat 
jem  m  a*  a  loss  how  to  proceed.  Yoo  wanld  gladly  ioi* 
pfove  the  aliiotlon  to  the  goad  of  yoor  seal ;  bat  yoa  koaw 
net  how.    Sere  again  you  lack  Wisdom. 

Or  lattber,  yoo  BMy  atend  in  need  of  instroetlon  in  an» 
other  way.  You  may  be  -called  to  some  ardoooa  and  dif^ 
Icolt  service.  Yoa  may  be  required  to  fill  some  station,  or 
U  diaeharge  some  duty  to  which  yoa  feel  yourself  oMsriy 
You  may  be  sensible  that  God's  f^ry  and 
'  own  peaee,  depend  on  your  mcecating  the  offioe  impos- 
ed on  yen  m  a  suitable  manner :  but  at  the  same  tisM  you 
may  be  consdous,  that  to  execute  it  thus,  requires  a  larger 
nMadure  of  prudence,  or  skill,  or  fortitnde,  or  perseverance 
ttan  you  natarally  possess.  You  dare  not  desert  your  post, 
b«t  yoa  know  not  how  to  fill  it  aright.  You  are  afraid  of 
makiag  some  mistake,  which  may  discredit  Rdigion,  or 
wound  your  conscience.  Yoa  long  for  such  increase  of 
forcaight  aiid  knowle^  as  may  qualify  you  for  perform- 
ing your  di^  with  comfort  and  credit.  Thus  you, may 
lack  Wisdom. 

To  repeat  then  the  question.  Do  any  of  yon,  ray  breth- 
ren, kk  one  or  more  of  these  ways,  or  in  any  other  way, 
feel  mid  lament  your  ignorance,  and  seriously  wish  for 
further  ligbt  and  knowledge  7  If  so,  ^i  may  consider 
yomrself  the  person  addressed  in  the  text.     Observe  then, 

n.  The  Dkection  given  to  him,  "<  Let  him  ask  of  God." 

God  is  the  Fountain  and  Source  of  all  Wisdom  :  and  He 
only  is  the  Giver  of  Wisdom.  ''  Every  good  gift  and  eve- 
ry perfect  gift  is  from  above,  and  cometh  down  from  t>* 
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Fftther  of  Llgliis.^  We  are  aoctistomed  to  prmj  Co  Bkm  4o 
the  God» ''  from  whom  off  good  cotHueb,  as  weU  as  aU  holj 
desires,  and  all  just  works  do  proceed.^'  It  is  to  Ood  ihtm 
that  you  mast  apply  under  yoiir  wants,  for  He  only  caa 
supply  them.  He  only  can  give  to  yoa  the  wisdom  wfaiok 
you  ladL.  He  only,  by  his  Spirit,  can  enligfalM  the  daiok- 
ened  mind,  can  open  the  cfyes  of  the  understattding,  and 
can  commimicate  to  the  soul  a  dear  and  distinct  peroeptioa 
of  hea^'enly  things.  Those  who  hare  been  taught  the  Tmtk 
as  it  is  in  Jesus,  have  been  '<  taught  of  God  .^'  without 
whose  teaching  they  never  would  have  learned  it  Our  Sa- 
viour tells  hiB  disciples,  that  it  was  ^^gtcen  to  them  to  see. 
the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  Gfod  :''  and  the  reason  whir, 
the  wise  and  pindent  could  not  receive  the  knowledge  of 
the  Gospel,  is  expressly  said  to  have  been  because  it  wa» 
^  hUitn  from  them*^  by  God^who  on  the  other  hand  ^'  re- 
▼ealed  it  to  babes,*'  to  the  humble  and  the  s&«ple.*  Sti 
Paul  could  not  understand  the  Doctrine  of  the  Cross,  imtil 
God  revealed  Christ  in  Us  heart  The  wisdom  then  whiok 
you  want,  must  come  to  ^ou  from  God.  St  James  witk 
this  view  expressly  calls  it  the  *^  Widdom,  which  is  fipom 
above^''  and  in  the  text  directs  yoU  to  ask  it  of  God. 

Thn  meaning  of  this  disection  is,  that  in  an  humbfe.senso 
of  your  own  ignorance  and  weakness,  you  must  call  upcm 
Ood  in  prayer  for  the  blessings  whkh  you  need.  Yosr 
must  confess  your  blindness  and  foolishness  to  Him;  must 
opeu  to  Him  alt  your  wants,  and  troubleo^  and  fears  |  and 
must  i^ray  for  light  and  grace  to  ioistruct,  .dtfM»  And 
strengthen  you.  And  you  must  act  thus,  uot  only  in  ag£«* 
eral  way,  but  with  a  reference  to  your  partiador  circum- 
stances and  wants.  Tou  must  be  earnest  and  importunate, 
and  explicit  in  yourprayecs  to  God,  opening  to  Him  all 
your  mind,  and  pouring  out  your  whole  soul  before  Him. 

You  must  pray  also  in  Faith.  Faith  is  a  qualificatiott 
expressly  added  by  the  Apostle  as  absolutely  necesatsry  to 
the  ^cacy  of  prayer.  Let  ^'bim  who  asks  Wisdom  of 
God^  ask  tn  Faith,  nothing  wavering.''  Let  him  not  draw 
near  to  God  with  a  doubtful  and  an  unbelieving  mind.  Let 
Him  not  distrust  either  the  Power  or  the  Truth  of  the  Al- 
mighty.    Let  him  firmly  believe  that  as  God  is  able  to  sop- 

♦  Matt  3d.  25. 
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ffy  evwj  wmiity  00  He  le  fkkfafbl  t6  fiilffl  every  promtee. 
Hae  He  wtt  revealed  Hinuielf  as  <^  aUe  to  do  exceeding 
abundantly  lAove  all  that  we  can  aak  or  think?"  Is  it  not 
imttea  tbat  *<  He  is  faithfal  who  has  promised."  **  Hath 
Be  snid,  and  shall  he  not  do  it  ?  or  hath  He  spoken,  and 
aball  He  net  make  it  good  ?"  To  pray  to  God  without 
iHEfing  a  fixed  persuasion  of  His  Power  and  Faithfulness^ 
IS  to  dishonor  His  name,  and  instead  of  pleasing,  to  offend 
Him.  The  man  who  thus  qu^tions  the  Divine  Perfections 
^  18  Uke  a  wave  of  the  sea,  driven  with  the  wind  and  toss- 
ed :"  and,  **  let  not  that  man  think  that  he  shall  receive 
any  thing  of  the  Lol^.*^  If  you  wnuld  pray  with  accep- 
tance, yon  mnst  pray  in  Faith,  and  waver  not  Tou  must 
flnriy  believe  that  God  alone  giveth  wisdom ;  that  from 
Wm  alone  yim  can  obtain  it ;  and  that  without  prayer  to 
Him  it  will  never  he  vouchsafed.  In  these  respects,  in 
ymr  jndgment  on  these  points  you  must  not  waver. 

Bnt  while  you  are  directed  thus  to  ask  God  for  Wisdom 
to  your  particular  lieed,  it  is  not  intended  that  you 
do  nothing  else.  It  is  not  intended  that  you  should 
ely  pray  for  knowledge  without  using  such  other  means 
may  help  you  to  obtain  it.  It  is  indeed  true  that  God 
givelfa  Wisdom  :  but  He  most  commonly  confers  this 
Uessii^,  as  well  as  every  other,  in  the  use  and  exercise  of 
nppointM  means.  When  H^  directs  you  to  pray  to  Him 
ffM-  Wisdom,  He  expects  that  you  should,  at  the  same  time, 
Alq;entiy  employ  aU  such  other  helps  as  He  affords  you  for 
procnring  it.  He  expects  that  you  should  consult  with 
those,  wbhse  experience  renders  them  more  capable  of  giv- 
ing yon  instruction,  of  removing  your  doubts  and  difficult 
tka,  and  of  pointing  out  what  is  proper  or  necessary  to  be 
done.  He  expects  that  for  the  same  purpose,  you  should 
diligmtly  attend  on  the  ministry  of  His  word,  and  carefully 
search  the  Scriptures.  It  is  in  the  use  of  these  means, 
that  He  generally  conveys  light  and  knowledge  to  the  mind. 
While  you  pray  then  for  Wisdom,  use  these  means,  and  in 
the  use  of  them,  accompanied  with  fervent  prayer,  wait  for 
the  blessing,  which  you  seek.     For,  consider, 

HI.  The  Encouragement  which  you  have  to  fdlow  this 
Direction.  **  He  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraid- 
i^h  not,  and  it  shall  be  given  you.'' 

These  words   contain  the  strongest  Encouragement  to 

*    TOL.   IL  23 
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every  liunbk M«tliaiit  99Ck  pmmm  im  ivlto  te  fiiU  «{ 
fears>  and  to  distrust;  their  right  to  fkvor  aad  tfinylMrri 
Their  very  humility  causes  them  to  doubtf  vb  ether  their 
payers  will  be  heard>  and  aeggoets  to  th^m  aif»y  gtomds  Iht 
despondency  and  alarm.  ButthetextfiumieheeaiiaHverte 
every  scruple ^  meets  erery  doubt;  and  hatds  out  the 
strongest  assurances  of  a  fovorable  reoeftioa  and 
answer. 

PerbapSy  my  brethren^  you  fear  that  theugk  yen  pnqr  i 
Wisdemy  you  shall  mat  obtain  it*    Now  what  kt  the  j 
on  which  your  fear  is  built 

Possibly  you  say,  or  think  with  yourself  thus.  «  CM 
givetb  Wisdouk  He  only  ca^  five  it  to  me  ■!  granilgr 
long  fiMT  it;  and  wouMearaesfly  pray  for  iL  But  hosroaa 
I  venture  to  hope  that  He  wiUgife  it  to  iv  .*  to  «•  wh^asi 
.so  imworthy,  so  io«gnificant>  so  evil  ?  So  will  give  ii  te 
oUien  when  they  ask.  But  he  will  jurtly  overlook  me>  He 
will  BW^ly  disregard  my  prayers,  and  net  bestow  His  gift 
on  me.'  But  ia  reply  to  this  langunge  it  is  written  <<  Be 
giveth  to  all  men*''  No  esceptiens  are  made  to  any,  wlqr 
then  should  you  make  exciftions  te  yourself;  God  ia  na 
respecter  of  persons.  It  is  not  said,  that  He  gives  to  one 
and  not  to  another,->to  another  and  not  to  you»  but  te  aB» 
Tlie  address  and  the  direction  are  made  in  tenns  wMch  in- 
clude you  as  well  as  others.  **  If  oagf  at  you  lack  Trinfcm,** 
whosoever  he  he  <<  let  him  ask  of  God,  who  giveth  to  ail 
men,"  Do  not  suppose  then  (for  there  is  no  gionwd  for 
iiucb  a  supposition)  that  you  are  shut  out  Cooqdy  with 
the  direction,  and  you  will  find  God  as  ready  to  give  to 
you,  as  t^  others. 

But  perhaps  you  are  disoouraged  on  another  greend. 
You  say  *  My  wants  are  so  numerous^  My  ignorance  »  so 
great  There  are  so  many  thinge*  on  whieh  I  need  in- 
struction. How  can  I  hope  that  God  will  vanebaafe  to  me 
a  blessing  in  so  large  a  measure  !'  It  is  ea|ivessl^iMid.  in 
answer  to  this  question  :  <*  He  giveth  UberMgJ*  He  does 
not  confine  his  bouu^  within  any  nairow  limils*  The  oidy 
measure  of  it  is  our  need.  As  He  is  ready  to  give  to  nil: 
men,  so  is  He  ready  to  give  all  that  they  refiire.  <<  Open 
thy  mouth  wide  (He  cries,)  and  I  will  fill  it"  We  are 
not  sti-aitened  in  Him,  but  in  ourselves^  We  *  reeeite  bat 
Utile,  because  we  ask  but  little.     The  mare  we  ask  the  more 
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welK>iidr  G«d^  zM  thft  faori  we  ahM  MceiTe  fram  Him. 
^AA  tlMi  aM  ye  ^hall  have,  that  your  joy  may  he  ftilL^ 

Botr  it  may  be,  that  your  fears  arise  from  another  qoar- 
ti».  Yoa  not  only  feel  that  your  i^orance  is  great :  but 
ywi  atfe  alao  conscions  that  it  is  fkr  greater  than  it  oaght  to 
to.  Ton  are  sensible  that  it  has  been  much  increased  hy 
TMT  own  past  n^lect.  Ton  have  bailed  to  roalce  use  of 
tiie  means  Touchsafed  to  you.  Had  you  duly  improved 
lfcem»  fM  had  not  now  been  so  uninformed.  You  Imve  let 
Mf  msiiy  opyortunitfes  of  procuring  reKgioas  wisdom :  and 
aw  yw  BOW  dare  to  hope  that  God  will  bestow  it  on  you  ? 
Tea^yoo  may  dare  to  hope  it.  <<  He  giveth  liberally  and 
itftnUM  mL^  He  does  not  reproach  any  with  their  Ig- 
gawiuro  or  past  neglect  He  mercifQlly  overlooks  and  for* 
ge^  their  aia.  How  kind  and  gentle  was  oor  Blessed  8a- 
y^mtr  in  teaoUng  bis  Disciples  !  How  patiendy  did  he  bear 
wdfth  thsir  dnttnessy  and  tnlstakee !  How  graciously  did  He. 
often  to  repeat  the  same  instructbns !  We  find 
■pbraiding  the  peopk,  for  their  obstinacy  and  impeni- 
in  havfi^  seen  His  miracles  without  being  convinced 
We  ind  Him  npbraiding  hi^  Disciples  for  their 
asd  hardness  of  heart,  in  not  receiving  the  testis 
of  thsne^  who  had  seen  Him  after  he  was  risen  from 
But  w«  never  find  Him  upbraiding  any  humble, 
I  Enquirer  with  Ms  ignorance,  or  dullness*  To  such 
always  mild  and  condeooending.  He  received  them 
kind^^  and  gave  them  the  most  gracioiB  encouragement 
Iiay  aeUo  then  yonr  fears.  Though  ignorant,  though  here* 
tofore  negligent,  you  will  not  meet  with  reproaches.  Go 
boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace.  Fray  for  wisdom :  lift  up 
yoar  viaice  for  anderataadlng.  You  nmy  condeitiQ  your- 
mlf ;  hnt  God  wiD  not  condemn  you.  You  may  be  filled 
sdf-upbraidings,  hot  God  is  a  God  of  mercy.  He 
net. 
JM  after  every  thing  which  has  been  said,  you  may  still 
secret  grounds  of  distrust  and  fear.  You  may 
stil  tMnk  that  there  is  reason  to  doubt  whether  God  will 
Imar  your  prtyers.  Yon  may  yet  fear  thi^  He  will  not 
giv«  yott  Wisdom*  But  your  doubts  and  fears  are*  certain* 
ly^  gronadlcsa.  For  in  answer  to  every  objection  which 
yM  cm  mge,  it  is  expressly  smd,  ^  It  shall  be  given  Mm.'' 
Now  Hie  piromWe  Matidbth  aore,    Wh^  God  bath  promisedi 
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He  will  BM0t  certainly  perfiirai.  ^^  If  «^r  iMa  lack  Wis- 
doniy  let  him  ask  of  God-^and  it  fhall  be  giv$9i  himJ^  No 
iniperfection  or  infirmity  in  the  manner  of  aBldng,  no  pre- 
vioas  guilt  in  him  who  aaksy  no  secret  decree  of  Gkid  shall 
prevent  him  from  receiving  this  tdessing.  f<  It  shall  be 
given  tumu''  For  9s  our  S^ivioiii*  hath  elsewhere  8aid> 
Every  one  that  a^keth,  receiveth ;  and  he  that  seeketl^ 
flndeth  ;  and  to  him  that  knocketb^  the  door  shall  be  open- 
ed." Be  then  of  good  courage.  Plead  this  promise  in 
prayer  with  .God.  Wait  on  Him  to  fulfil  it  to  yon.  Doubt 
not  that  he  wiU  fulfil  it ;  <f  fpr  Hq  is  faithful,  who  ba§ 
promised.'' 

On  the  wbolef  my  brethren,  are  we  not  most  ready  to  ad- 
mit»  that  the  passage  on  which  I  have  been  discooraingf  is 
of  a  Inghly  important,  and  interesting  tendency  ?  How  coiM 
the  humble  Enquirer  after  divine  truth  and  divine  assist- 
ance be  more  effectually  encouraged,  than  by  the  assarance^ 
that  **  God  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not, 
and  that  it  shall  he  given  him  V*  May  ail  ye,  who  are 
S^ing  after  heavenly  Wisdom,  take  to  yourselves  the  ftiU 
encouragement  whit^li  this  assurance  is  able  to  minister* 
Bdy  firmly  on  it  Let  the  certainty  of  success  engage  yoa 
tp  persist  in  a  faithful  and  diligent  use  of  the  means  appoint- 
ed, ^eep  close  to  the  Word  of  God.  Waif  humbly  open 
Him.  Be  instapt  in  prayer.  9o  shall  you  grow  in  grace 
and  knowledge.  Your  doubts  shall  vanish.  Your  difficult 
ties  shall  dinappear*  Your  light  shall  shine  more  and  more 
onto  the  perfect  day.  You  shall  become  truly  wise,  even 
wi^e  untQ  Salvation. 

On  the  other  hand,  how  can  proud  and  presumptuous 
objectors  be  more  decisively  answered  than  by  the  declara- 
tion in  the  text  ?  They  object  to  God  as  a  hard  master,  as 
One  wjio  requires  of  them  n^ore  than  tbey  are  able  to  per- 
form. They  object  to  the  precepts  of  Scripture  as  unrea- 
sonably severe,  to  the  doctrines  as  above  their  comprehen- 
sion. They  say,  f  We  have  no  abilities  for  understanding 
the  one,  no  strength  for  discharging  the  other.  We  are 
unlearned.  We  know  little  or  nothing  of  these  things  :  but 
our  ignorance  will  be  our  excuse.  God  will  not  require  us 
to  do  more  than  we  know.? — But  to  such  reasoners  it  may 
he  answered—'*  The  Lord  giveth  wisdom."  He  giveth  to 
j^  men  Uberally,    Have  yon  asked  it  of  Him  ?  have  yon 
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eaiMBlly  and  fidtlifidly  prayed  to  Hia  to  take  away  yew 
ignorancey  to  lighten  your  darkneesy  to  deliver  yoo  frooi 
'<  all  bardneee  of  heart  and  contempt  oC  hie  Holy  word  and 
cenunaMlnM&t  7^  Have  yoa  desired  to  heooine  truly  wise  7 
Aad  have  you  humbly  yielded  yourself  to  the  teaching  and 
^dance  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  i  If  yeu  hare  not  done  these 
things,  if  your  own  conscience  teHs  you  that  you  have  never 
Hm$  sought  Wisdom  from  aboTe :  what  do  your  excuses 
avul  I  To  what  do  your  objections  amount?  They  only  ex- 
pose the  obstinacy  SAd  disobedience  of  your  hearts.  They 
only  shew  that  you  love  darkness  rather  than  light 

Here  is  the  sum  and  root  oi  the  matter.  Tou  are  yet  in 
year  sins,  you  are  yet  in  the  lesh.  Tou  are  in  a  carnal 
and  an  unrenewed  state.  Tou  have  no  fiuth.  Tou  must 
lie  bom  again.  Tou  must  have  that  new  heart  and  that  new 
q[nnt«  which  God  alone  can  impart  to  you.  O  pray  to  Him 
ta  impart  it  to  yen.  Humbly  pray  to  Him,  that  you  may  be 
bom  again  of  His  Spirit  Seek  the  Wisdom  which  is  from 
abave.  God  is  as  ready  to  give  it  to  you  as  to  others.  Why, 
when  He  offers  it  to  you»  do  you  refuse  to  take  it  ?  Why» 
when  He  invites  yon  to  Hknself  do  you  refine  to  come  ?  My 
bvettiffen,  while  I  am  speaking,  may  He  merciiAilIy  torn  and 
dtspoee  your  heart !  So  wttl  you  be  turned  indeed  :  So  will 
700  be  fisposed  in  truth  to  seek  Him.  So  will  He  turn  to 
70U :  and  wiH  be  found  of  you^  a  God  of  mercy^  truths  and 
love. 
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SERMON  XIX- 

The  Acceptable  Tear  and  the  Day  of  YeQgeance, 

J3A1AU,  Ixi.  I,  Z.  in  part. 

The  Bpirit  of  tiie  Lord  God  is  upon  me,  because  the  Lord  hath 
anointed  me—to  proclaim  the  Acceptable  Fear  of  the  Lord, 
and  the  Dag  of  Vengeance  of  our  Bod, 

IT  has  jwUy  been  rMnarked»  that  tbeve  ar^ 
M  tonmcittUoas  ef  wrath  to  be  met  with  in  Scripliire  moro 
•eTere  than  those  which  were  Mivered  by  Christ  HiaMeHl 
In  cenflrmatlMi  oi  this  remark  let  ns  renember  that  ilie 
mmt  lips  which  prenonnced  the  gnfiaaa  inYitation,  **  Oomta 
onto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden»  and  I  wUi 
fh«  yon  resty^'  prononno04  a)so  that  meet  awM  expontnta^ 
tien,  <'  Te  Serpents^  ye  generrtion  of  vipers,  how  can  jt  eo- 
eape  the  damnation  of  Hell  V*  He  who  declared^  that  who* 
soever  <<  bdhnreth  and  b  baptised,  shaB  be  saved,''  hath  dcM 
dared  also,  «mt  He  '« who  beUeveth  not,  shaH  be  daanned*^ 
He,  who  ^iH  hereafter  say,  ^  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Fa- 
ther,  receive  the  Kingdom  pr^ared  for  yoa,"  will  also  say^ 
''  Depart,  ye  cursed,  into  everlasting  ftre  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels.''  This  remark  will  fally  jnstify  the 
ministers  of  theOospd  (if  jqstiftcation  be  wanted)  in  setting 
forth  <^  the  terrors  of  the  Lord ;"  while  it  ought  to  silence 
those,  who  would  presamptoonsly  Uame  him  for  so  doing. 
In  fhct,  they  cannot  censure  him  for  discharging  this  part  • 
of  his  oflke,  without  censoring  Cbrfet  himself.  Nor  would 
Phrirt  have  Colilled  the  predictions  respecting  his  own  min- 
istry, had  he  confined  himself  to  the  prophesying  of  smooth 
tiuags  :  for  we  find  it  expressly  foretrid  in  the  text,  that  He 
shoidd  he  anointed  te  proclaim  **  not  only  the  acceptable 
year  of  the  Lord."  but  abo  <<  the  day  of  vengeance  of  our 
Gtod."  Whence  we  may  justiy  infer,  that  to  alarm  as  well 
m  to  comiiNrt,  to  hold  forth  the  tfareatenings  no  less  than  the 
proiiiisest  the  judgments  no  less  ti^ui  tl|o  consolations  of 
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doriptilv,  ii  the  My  initteottee  «r  Ae  pMKsher«rtht 

To  diBclMUPge  this  doty,  to  MtltUs  oUce,  m  tbepiviMrt 
^ccasm  Mioiig  7009  n7  bntiuren,  for  yoor  benett,  and  to 
the  d^ory  of  Jems  Christ  shall  bo  ay  hoiable  endearor : 
and  with  this  viow^  I  porposs,  (and  laay  (ho  Spirtt  of  God 
assist  and  Uess  tho  purpose !)  to  sst  before  yoa  life  aad 
deaths  a  Uessing  and  a  corse ;  to  prodaisft  to  yoo^  in  the  Ian* 
gunge  of  the  text  os  the  one  hand^  ^'  The  acceptable  year  of 
the  IjoHf^  and  on  the  oAer»  ^  The  day  of  ▼engwmce  sf 
our  God.*'— Let  me  begin  with  endenroring  to  give  a  gene- 
ral ezpfauialion  of  the  two  periods  here  stated  and  to  shew 
(Mr  respectlre  meaning. 

L  The  necoptaUe  Tear  of  Ike  Lord. 

Tko  Prophet,  in  using  this  expression^  seems  eridsntly  to 
hnve  aUadsd  to  that  dirine  institntion^  which  formed  so  re- 
wmiJcnMe  a  feators  in  the  Jewhh  dispensation,  the  Tear  of 
JttUiee.  TUsinstitotion^wfaiehlssQpposedtohaTederited 
ite  MHBe  from  some  pecnlisr  sound  of  the  trumpet  with  whieh 
it  wan  i^rodaimect  was  appointed  to  tahe  place  in  erery  llf- 
tislh  yonr :  and  it  might  be  caUed  in  a  very  i^qiropriate 
ssBse  «^  the  acceptiMe  year/*  For  it  was  a  year  of  gener- 
nl  tutonae ;  a  year  of  general  restitution  to  ferfeitod  prlri* 
leges  and  to  lost  possessions.  In  this  year  not  oidy  every 
Ismcfite  whs  had  been  reduced  to  a  stato  of  servitude  or 
bondago^  was  set  free,  and  restored  to  his  liberty  and  friends ; 
but  every  estato  also,  which  from  any  cause  bad  been  alien- 
ated, reverted  to  Its  original  possessor,  or  to  his  fltmily. 
These  were  the  words  in  which  the  Institotion  was  appoint- 
ed, ^  Thou  shah  cause  the  Trumpet  of  the  Jubilee  to  sound, 
in  the  tenth  day  of  the  seventh  month,  in  the  day  of  Atone- 
montt  shall  ye  make  the  trumpet  sound  throughout  all  your 
land.  And  ye  shall  hattow  the  fiftieth  year,  and  proclaim 
libei^  throughout  all  the  land  unto  all  the  inliabitants  there- 
of It  shall  be  a  Jubilee  unto  you,  and  ye  shall  return  ev- 
ery man  unto  his  pesfleesion,.arid  ye  shall  return  every  man 
u«l*  bis  ikmily.^'*  Surely  a  year  thus  divinely  appointed 
for  such  important  purposes,  and  bringing  with  it  such  dis* 
tingnishing  privileges,  might  ivell  be  called  <<  the  acceptable 
year  of  the  fjord  :^  and  with  very  singular  propriety  might 

♦  Lev.  XXV.  9,  10. 
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tke  Vr¥pk9i,  wfara  apetkiag  of  tbe  ofiee  of  ebrist,  aUttd* 
to  this  institution»  as  illustrating  the  blessings  of  that  dis* 
pMsatioBf  which  He,  by  His  preaching,  would  introduce. 
la  fact,  the  whole  institution  of  the  Jabilee  was  a  tjfpietd  in- 
stitution. While  it  served  to  distinguish  and  to  benefit  the 
people  to  whom  it  was  prescribed,  it  was  designed  also  to  ex- 
hibit to  them  a  lively  representation  of  the  spiritual  privile- 
ges which  the  Gospel  would  bring  with  it.  What  indeed 
are  those  privileges,  but  a  deliverance  from  bondage,  and  a 
restoration  to  our  original  inheritance?  What  does  the 
Gospel  propose,  but  to  redeem  us  from  sin,  and  to  bring  us 
to  heaven  ?  The  Gospel  finds  us  in  a  state  of  spiritual  bon-* 
dage,  by  nature  and  by  practice  sinners,  bound  over  oalo 
judgment,  and  under  the  dominion  of  sin.  But  it  offers  to 
free  us  from  this  state.  It  *<  proclaims  liberty  to  tlie  oip- 
tives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prteons  to  them  that  are  bound.'' 
It  ofiers  to  ddiver  us  from  condemnation,  from  the  streiq(ili 
and  power  of  sin,  from  the  tyranny  of  Satan,  from  the  sting 
of  death,  from  the  prison  of  the  grave,  from  the  pains  of 
hM  !  On  the  other  hand,  it  also  opens  to  us  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  It  proposes  to  invest  us  with  a  new  title  to  this 
our  forfeited  tnberitance.  It  promises  to  put  us  in  posses- 
sion of  it,  and  perfectly  to  qualify  us  for  the  enjoyment  of 
its  pure  and  spiritual  ddights.  Such  are  the  privileges, 
such  ai-o  the  blessings,  which  the  Gospel  brings  with  it 
And  after  this  statement,  there  can  be  no  difficidty  in  shew^ 
ing  what  is  meant  by  the  period  mentioned  in  the  text 
**  The  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,**  in  the  sense  in  which 
the  Prophet  u.sea  the  expression,  evidently  denotes  the  peri- 
od of  the  Gospel  dispensation  ;  the  times,  during  which  the 
spiritual  privileges  of  the  Crospel  should  be  freely  ollbred  to 
all  who  will  accept  them.  This  period  Christ  prodaimed, 
when  coming  into  Galilee  He  preached  the  GkHipel  of  the 
Kingdom  of  God,  and  said,  *^  The  time  Is  fulfilled,  the 
Kingdom  of  God  is  at  hand :  Repent  ye,  and  believe  the 
Gospel.**  This  period  He  proclaimed,  when  in  the  syna- 
gogue of  Nazareth,  He  declared  to  those  who  were  present, 
that  the  passage  connected  witli  tlie  text  was  in  tlmt  day  ful- 
filled in  their  ears.  This  period  He  proclaimed  throughout 
tiie  whole  course  of  His  ministry.  This  period  He  com- 
manded His  Apostles  to  pi'oclaim,  saying  to  them,  **  Go  ye 
into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  e^'ery  crea- 
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tare.''  This  period  He  has  rince  coattnned  to  proclaim  by 
the  pohlici^oii  of  His  written  word,  and  by  the  voice  of  his 
ftuthfnl  ministers ;  one  part  of  whose  office,  like  His  own, 
1m8  eyw  been,  and  ^tilji  is,  to  preach  <^  t|ie  acc^tal^le  ye^ 
eftheLofiL'' 

Bot  tliere  is  another  Perbd  also  to  be  prodaimed* 
H.  ♦♦  The  day  of  vengeance  of  our  God/* 
We  And  in  the  writings  of  the  Prophets,  fipeqaent  menr 
tion  made  of  ^  a  Day  of  Vengeance  $''  thus  in  the  thirty* 
ibnrtli  chupler  of  Isaiah,  the  Prophet,  in  the  midst  of  the 
wmmt  tremendous  description  of  predicted  Judgments  de- 
clares, **  for  it  is  the  Day  of  the  Lories  Vengeance,  and  the 
year  of  recompenses  for  the  controversy  of  Zion/'     So  a* 
gatii9  in  the  mjLty-fthird  chapter,  we  find  the  Lord  Himself 
this  language,  <^  I  have  trodden  the  wine-press  akme, 
,  of  the  People  there  was  none  with  Me :  for  I  wiU  tread 
t  in  mine  anger,  and  trample  them  in  My  fury  i  and 
*  blood  shall  be  sprinlded  upon  My  garments,  and  I  wU} 
stain  all  My  raiment     For  the  Dwy  of  Vengeance  is  in  mine 
heart,  and  the  year  of  My  redeemed  is  come."      In  lilce 
manBOT,  in  the  forty-sixth  chapter  of  Jeremiah,  we  meet 
wilb  Ae  following  passage*     ^^  For  this  is  the  Day  (^  the 
lari  God  of  Hosts,  a  Day  of  Fhigsafl«e,that  He  may  avenge 
Him  of  bis  adversaries.^      And  so  again  iii  the  fifty-first 
cb^ttf  •      ^  Flee  out  of  the  midst  of  Babjlon,  and  deliver 
every  man  his  soul :  be  not  cut  oif  in  her  iniquity  c  for  this 
is  the  time  efthe  Lord^e  Vengeance  i  He  will  irender  unto  her 
a  recompease."    To  adduce  more  passages  on  this  subject 
woald  be  saperfluous*    Not  only  the  Prophetical  Writings, 
bat  the  Scriptures  throughout  confirm  the  same  truth.  They 
aU  with  one  voice  speah:  of  an  appointed  Period,  by  what^v^ 
ar  name  it  may  be  called,  whether  as  in  the  tej^t,  <^  the  Day 
at  Tei^teance/'  or  as  in  other  places,  ^^  the  Day  of  Wrath,'* 
<be  ^  Dny  of  Recompense,''  the  *^  Day  of  IndigniUion,''  the 
^  Day  of  the  Lord  f*  in  which  the  Almighty  will  aprise  to 
Judgment,  and  will  avenge  Himsdf  upon  His  eaemiesp    ^uch 
a  Period,  Christ,  according  to  the  text,  w«s  anoittte4  to  pror 
daim.     Such  a  period  He  did  proclaim..     He  distinctly  prcr 
dieted  two  events,  in  which  these  denunciations  pf  Judgm^jt 
would  be  awfully  accomplished.      Oae  was  the  Destpuctjw 
ikt  Jerusalem  and  the  overthrow  of  the  Jewish  Pburcb  w4 
9tate.     For  a  season  the  Jews  would  hear  the  pjM  soiif^4 
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of  tbe  JiubilM  Tnmtf^  '^ht  ieoof^teU^  jtur  of  Uie  LmI 
\mi|d  t^  proelirin^  the  Gm|m*  wwld-be  prenched  to  ihom. 
But  wiiesy  hy  tteir  peracrverlnip  ncoc^Mn^  o(  Cht M  md  n( 
Hi9  offlbred  Umstng^  Uity  should  b«ve  fiUtd  up  the  w^tmmm 
of  Uieir  sin^  then  wrath  would  come  upon  theitf  ta  the  nlt»9^ 
moflt  <<  The9%"  Btys  CbrM*  speaking  of  IMe  tifNd  ef  m- 
precedeated  calamitiaey  << these  are  tb& ilajft^eC  Fjsi^peoiKJ^ 
that  all  iimtft  which  im  written  nay  he  fuUilM."*  The 
otiior  eYMtf  whish  Chrieli  predided,  was  Ihatcaaflnmwii 
tioa  oC  wrath  which  at  the  laat  dao^s  are  to  he  poured  Q«t  eft 
the  cormpt  and  apoetele  part  of  the  GfarietfM  Gburehi 
which^  bavii^  long  ahaaed^  and  at  feo^tk;  baviiig  n)jeete* 
tbe  Grace  ef  the  GoapeW  is  to  be  vieited  with  the  aiait  tre« 
aMsdoae  Judgmeatst  This  witt^  indeed^  he-  a  JBoy  ^  F^** 
jaaafBi  aad  mae  pmctemed  by  Christ^  ia  a  auhanqiiCBt  pMl 
of  the  aaane  prof^yf  when  He  declarea  that  the  tiniea  oC 
the  GeatUee  heiiiK  fulfilled,  *'  there  ahaU  he  ajfas:  ia  the  aw 
and  in.Ihe  aaeaA*.  and  in  the  stMit  Md  apoii  the  earfk  die- 
tMas  of  mdions  with  per|dexity  f  tbe  aea#  «nd  the  waMa 
roaring;  Bi6»^a  hearts  ihiling  them  fior  feai^  and >  for  leak** 
big  afi^  those  things  which  are  ceoing  on  the  eartb«  km 
the  pawera  of  Heaven  ahall  be  shehwii  Aaditha^ahall  thay 
see  the  Bon  eC  man  coMatK  i^  ^  ^tMid  with  power  and  gteat 
gbry." 

These  are  two  ij^tanoes  in  whaahCkrisippedaiaed  '<  tha 
Bay  of  Veageance  ef  our  God;"  and:thaa'ao-far  OHoplaeA 
Willi  the  predietion/  in  tbe  text     But  these  instaneee  forai 
not  Urn  only  acoemplishpient  of  the  Prophecy.      It.  laaa  aol 
ID  paeclaiming  tAeae  periods  of  vengeanee  onlgrt  thai:  Ohriafc 
wouU  liare  fulfiUed  the  apiritaal  oflloej  aasifljnad  to  hiniM 
These  was  another  period  to  he  pn»clained  hy  hiai  j  a  peri* 
od^  which  may  moat  emphatiGally  be  atiled  **  the  Dairj  eC 
Vengeance  of  oar  God :''  a  period^  in  compariaao  yM^ 
which^  the  temporal  calamities  which  haspe  bwi  inflictod  on 
tbe  Jewish^  or  are  ta  ie  hiiicted  on  the  Chnsthui  Apsatate 
Churchy  are  oigects  of  no  cea»ideratioife:  ajieriod^  the  con* 
sequences  of  whichy  will  be  so  tremendoaaly  mmtak  that  th« 
greatest  extremities  of  suierfng  in  this  worlds  wiH  appear  to 
have  been  only  types  and  shadowe  of  them.    And  what  ia 
this  poriody  hot  the  <<  Day  of  Judgment^^'  ^  the  day  of  the 

*  Luke,  xxi.22* 
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rMdiimi  of  tke  rigbtains  Judgment  of  Ood  i**  the  day,  in 
wWch  he  wiH  judge  the  world  in  righteousness,  and  will  ren- 
der <o  et^erj  one  according  to  his  works  :  the  day,  in  whlc(i 
be  wtfl  e^ll  men  to  accoont  for  the»ir  proftine  n^lect,  or  their 
cawtempUews  ahose  of  his  mercy  :  in  which  he  will  silence 
their  ▼aiii  and  inpt^ns  excnses;  will  expose  the  incorrl- 
giMe  emiiity  and  impenitence  of  their  hearts ;  and  will 
poar  upon  them  the  fury  of  his  jealousy  and  anger,  In- 
digmlmi  and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguish,  without  rem- 
e«f ,  witboirt  mit^ion,  without  end.  Behold  <'  the  day  of 
Yei^geaoce  of  our  God."  This  day  Christ  proclaimed* 
Bs  prodaiMPwl  it  as  that  day  in  which  *Mhe  Son  of 
maa  shaH  come  in  His  gfory  with  his  holy  angela  with 
htm ;  then  ahdl  he  sit  upon  the  throne  of  bis  gbi^y^  and' 
bcAm  him  shall  he  gathehsd  all  nations.'^  He  proclaiaunt 
it  as  that  day  in  which  he  wHl  come  ^  lit  an  hour  tb^ 
be  is  not  looked  for,  and  will  cot  asunder  the  anfidtb-* 
M  flerrant,  and  wlH  appoint  him  his  portion  with  the 
bypaeritre.^^  He  proclaimed  it  as  that  day,  in  which  ^*  the 
efaildren  of  tile  kingdom  shall  be  cast  into  oiUer  darkness,'' 
in  wUeh  it  shdM  be  <<  more  tolerable  for  Tyre  and  Si- 
don,  Cmp  Sodoto  and  Gomorrah,"  than  for  some  of  those 
to  whom  the  Gospel  shall  have  been  preached ;  iit  which 
he  will  say  to  many  professors  of  Christianity^  <<  I  never 
lOMV  yon :  depart  from  me,  yo  that  work  iniqatty :"  in 
nririeb  ^  bis  angels  shaU  gather  out  of  Im  kingdom  all  things 
that  aflbnd,  and  tfa^n  which  do  iniqnity ;  and  shdl  cast  th^ 
into  a  fbmace  of  fir^ :  tliere  shall  be  waittng  and  gBash<> 
iag  of  toeO*"  Did  not  the  Apostles  declare  the  same 
tntba  ?  Did  not  they  prodaim  the  same  dayt  Che  day  of 
Tengeance;  the  day  of  the  Iiord,  **  wfiich  utill  come  as  i| 
tbief  in  tba  night  f  in  which  the  beaTens  shall  paas  away 
vdtfa  a  great  noise,  and  the  dements  shall  melt  with  for- 
vflot  heat ;  the  earth  also  and  the  Works  that  are  there- 
in abnil  be  burned  up:''  the  day^  <Mn  wfaieh  the  Loi^ 
tons  riiall  be  revealed  from  heaven  with  his  mighty  an* 
pis,  HI  fiiaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  of  them  that  kifow 
Bat  Gad,  and  tbat  obey  not  the  gospel  of  our  Loid  Je< 
sas  Christ}'*  Have  not  bis  ministeils  always  proclaimed 
Mi  day  7  Ajrethey  not  stHl  commissioned  to  proclaim  it? 
Are  they  not  still  commissioned  to  declare  that  the  Lord  is 
«  jeidonn  God*  a  consuming  ftre^  who  will  by  no  menns  clenr 
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the  p^itTf  but  will  bum  up  the  ciMff  with  unqoenchalde 
fire? 

^  Having  thus  eadeatrored  to  explain  the  two  periods  stated 
in  the  text^  and  to  shew  their  respective  mesoing,  I  shidl 
liow  proceed,  in  discharge  of  my  ofltoe,  to  proclaim  these 
truths  to  you,  and  to  set  before  you  your  own  deep  and  in- 
dividual interest  in  themi     With  you^  theni  my  brethren^ 
it  is  now  **  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord.^'     It  is  the  peri- 
od of  the  LoM^s  mercy  and  long-suffering  towards  you; 
the  season  of  His  grace^  the  day  of  His  salvation^  in  whicli 
he  waiteth  to  be  gracious,  and  malceth  all   his  goodness  to 
pass  before  you.     The  Gospel,  that  joyful  trumpet  of  the 
jubilee,  is  now  sounding  in  your  ears,  and   proclaiming 
aloud  the  wondrous  blessings^  which  it  is  employed  to  dis- 
pense^     Let  me  remind  you  what  these  blessings  are  ;  de- 
liverance from  bondage,  and  restoration  to  your  forfeited 
inheritance.     Let  me  remind  you  how   rich,  how  glorious 
these  blcasings  are  in  themselres,  how  suitable^  how  sea- 
sonable^  how  necessary   for   yon.     The  Gospel  finds  yon 
(whether  you  will  own  it^  whether  you  know  it  or  not)  ia  a 
State  of  spiritual  bondage ;  the  wretched  slaves  of  sin  and 
SatatI  j  'prisoners  to  the  justice  of  God,  shut  up  untd  con- 
demtwtion  for  the  many  sins  whicii  you  have  comnntted ; 
und  bound  to  appear  before  his  judgment^seat,  from  wtuch 
there  lies  no  appeal,  and  at  which   no  evasion  will  avail* 
But  though  the   Gospel   finds  you   in  this  state,  it   is  not 
^ling  to  leave  you  in  it     It  proflflsrs  to  you  ddiverance. 
It  {Proposed  to  set  you  free«     It  ofibrs  to  break  every  yslc^ 
atid  ^very  chaiu^  and   to  grant  to  you  a  full  rdease  from 
(dl  the  ^ns  and  penalties  of  sin.     It  proclaims  to  yor  in 
iM  name  of  the  Almighty^  the  great  God  of  heaven  aid 
€iHh^  Bedemptian^  thiroogh  the  blood  of  Jesus^  even  the  re- 
inisstoii  of  sins*     Are  not  these  joyftil  sounds  i  Ajbo  not 
these  tidings  of  great  joy  ?  They  would  be  se^  if  you  redly 
felt  ydur  bondage.    They  are  so  to  those  who  really  feel 
it     May  the  Spirit  of  God  enlighten  all  our  hearts  to  see 
llttd  know  our  danger,  that  we  may  flee  from  ti»  wrath  to 
<kmi6 1  May  He  open  all  our  ears  to  receive  and  wekome 
lb«l^  glorious  truths ! 

But  hitherto  I  have  stated  only  a  part  of  these  truths^ 
It  ii  A  ttnall  thing  with  the  God  of  all  grace  and  goodness, 
^hxm  tnercy  endureth  for  ever^  tb  delivo*  you  firom  the 
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of  s'ui  and  death.  He  desigiis  also  to  translatd' 
70U  into  his  own  iminediate  presence,  and  to  exalt  you  to 
the  throne  of  His  ^ory.  The  Gospel  proposes^  not  only 
to  sive  yoo  fironi  punidiment^  but  to  make  you  the  sons  and 
dnighter&  of  the  Lord  Almighty  |  to  give  to  you  a  name 
:«iid  a  phice  among  his  children ;  to  clothe  yoo  with  the 
«  robe  of  rif^teousness  $  to  adorn  you  with  the  graces  of  His 
Spirit ;  to  make  you  meet  for  partaking,  the  inheritance  of 
.  His  saorts  in  tight.  In  short,  Grod  offers  to  you  Hid  Son 
Christ :  ofiers  Him  to  he  your  Surety,  Mediator,  and 
r,  your  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King :  and  with  Him 
tredy  gives  you  all  things ;  all  thii^  necessary  for  life 
and  godliness,  for  your  present  peace  and  for  your  ever- 
lasting  h^q^ess.  He  says  to  you,  *^  This  is  my  beloved 
Sob  ;  hear  ye  Hinh*'  ^  receive  BSm  .*.  bdieve  in  Him :  rely 
en  JSm  .*  give  yoursdves  to  Him :  serve,  obey,  and  love 
JRm  :  MkA  thin  I  mn  reconciled  unto  you^  I  am  at  peace 
mtb  you.  I  will  be  a  Father  unto  you*  <<  I  will  save 
yoo  ;  I  will  rejoice  over  you  with  joy ;  I  will  rest  in  my 
bve  P  I  will  cause  all  things  to  work  together  for  your 
good*  I  will  be  myself  your  portion,  and  your  exceeding 
gceat  reward  r 

8«di,  my  brethren,  are  the  blessings^  which  as  a  minister 
of  the  Chispel  I  proclaim  to  you.  I  assure  you,  in  the  name 
of  the  Almigi^^  and  on  the  authority  of  His  word,  that  if 
ye  be  wiUing  and  obedient,  all  these  blessings  shall  be  yours* 
They  are  secured  to  you  by  two  immutable  things,  the  pro^ 
fluse  and  the  oath  of  God,  who  cannot  lie«  May  I  not  hope 
that  there  are  some^  who  thankfuUy  receive  these  gracious 
tntlhs  ;  who  know  the  joyful  sound  |  and  who,  while  they 
are  Usleiilng  with  admiration  and  delight  to  the  glad  tidings 
of  a  salvation,  so  full,  so  free,  so  glorious^  are  humbly  say- 
ing in  their  hearts  to,  God  *  Be  it  unto  thy  servant  accord- 
iiqp  to  thy  word  I  Lord  I  believe  |  he^  thou  my  unbdief. 
I  thank  Thee  for  thy  unspeakable  Gift  I  desire  to  serve 
Thee  with  my  spirit  in  the  Gospel  of  thy  Son,  I  accept 
Bin  as  my  Saviour,  my  Lord,  and  my  King.  I  consecrate 
myself  to  his  service  and  Glory  i  and  I  rely  on  thy  promi8« 
ed  Spirit  to  work  in  me  both  to  will-  and  to  do  of  thy 
good  pleasore.'  May  He  who  has  pot  these  words  into 
your  heait,  bless  you  according  to  the  full  meauii^  of  tjhem ! 
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May  He  indpire  y<m  with  visdoniy  coonige,  mtul  stitsmg^ 
to  fight  the  good  flgbt^  and  to  lay  bold  oa  eternal  life ! 

But  on  the  otber  band  nsust  I  not  fear  that  tbereare  out- 
ers present^  to  whma  these  tidings  are  tidiags  of  no  jogr  : 
who  hear  with  indiference  ike  prodanuition  of  tho  Ooqiel ; 
and  care  not  ivbetber  the  trumpet  smiad  fortii  deUreralKse 
or  not  ?  Should  I  say,  that  I  have  no  fears*  I  shodd  great- 
ly dissemble  with  you.     M'ben  I  know  in  how  a&any  ways 
mankind  neglect  or  abuse  this  great  Salvation^  I  caiiaot  bat 
tftrongiy  fear  that  some  of  you  may  be  too  justly  ehaif;etfriile 
with  all  the  felly^  and  with  all  the  guilt  wltich  such  a  eon- 
dact  involves.     Are  you  so  closdy  occupied  with  worldly 
cares  or  worldly  pleasures*  as  to  have  no  time  for  serioas 
thought  and  religious  meditation  ?  Or»  are  you  so  indispos* 
ed  to  spiritual  and  hea\'enly  things*  as  to  listen  to  the  mea*- 
tion  of  them  witli  impatienco  and  disgust  ?  Or*  are  yoa  so 
lifted  up  with  pride  and  self-conceit*  that  yoa  will  not. own 
yourself  a  sinner*  nor  will  humbly  cidi  on  Gbi'ist  fop  mer- 
cy ?  Or*  having  some  convictions  on  yoar  conscience,  are 
you  trifling  witb  them*  and  deferring  your  repentance  to  a 
IBi^ore  convenient  season  ?  Or*  professii^  yourself  the  a«r- 
vant  of  Grod*  are  you  satisfied*  like  the  Pharisees  of  oM* 
witb  an  outward  form  of  Godliness*  witb  the  perforoiaBce  of 
SKMBe  moral  duties*  with  the  mere  observance  of  rcAigious 
leeremonij^s  9  while  you  are  inattentive  to  the  state  of  the 
lieart*  are  indidging  evil  thoughts*  and  lay  not  tbe  axe  to 
the  root  of  the  tree  ?  Or*  calling  yourself  a  CbriatiaB^  do 
Tou  not  depart  from  ioiq^y*  but  aUow  yourself  In  smne 
l^nown  and  babttMsl  violation  of  the  law  oi  €bd*  putting  evil 
for  good*  and  dariu»ess  for  tight  i  Witb  alU  with  every  one 
of  you*  whose  l^eart  pleads  guilty  to  any  one  of  tbeaa  char^ 
i;es9 1  must  be  very  plain*     I  must  tell  yoa*  without  any 
palliation  or  apology*  that  you  tire  neglecttng*  x»r  abusing 
the  great  Salvation  of  the  Gospel.     You  are  sligbtiag  ^  tto 
lusceptirtile  year  of  tfie  Lord.''     You  are  trifling  with  bis 
grace  and  mercy*  with  his  long-suSering  and  coaipassion« 
You  are  rejecting  Sis  gracious  offers,     You  are  refostng. 
the  Gift  of  His  Son,     4^nd  wh{|t  tliink  you*  wiU  be  the  con- 
sequences of  such  ^  conduct  ?  What  nm^t  they  be  ?  I  have 
plainly  ^  befl^r^  you  the  Blessings  of  the  Gospel ;  let  mo 
now  as  fiaiqly  remind  you  oS  tbe  Terrors  of  the  liord. 
There  will  be  •<  ft  d^  of  Yfjnge^ge  qf  <wr  Qq4  ;'*  9,  dig^i  W 
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whtebyouwffl  be  called  to  accoont'fof  this  your  Iieinotfg 
wickedness  :  ft  day,  in  which  yon  will  be  speechless  before 
year  Jodge  :  a  day,  in  which,  being  convicted  beyond  all 
doubt  of  yonr  desperate  enmity  and  inchrrigible  hatred  to 
the  God  of  Lore  and  Goodness,  yon  will  be  condemned  with 
all  bis  other  enemies  to  everlasting  torments.     Then  the 
long-suffering  of  Ck^d,  which  you  have  here  so  long  abus^^ 
yriML  last  no  longer.     His  wrath  will  be  poured  out  upon  yon 
to  the  uttermost :  that  wrath,  in  comparison  with  which  the 
wmti  poared  out  upon  Jerusalem  and  upon  Anti-Christy 
wiH  bare  been  as  notUng.     It  will  be  the  day  of  His  Ven^- 
geanct;  of  His  Indignation  ;  of  His  Fury  ^  in  which  you  . 
will  be  driven  with  everlasting  destruction  from  His  pres- 
ence, and  from  the  power  of  His  Glory.    It  will  be  the  day^ 
in  which  yoo  will  begin  to  know  experimentally  the  roean- 
iq;  of  ttiQse  awful  exptessiotts  **  the  second  Veath'' — **  the 
osta-  dariuiess''-- ^' the  worm  that  never  dieth,-  and   the 
4r9  Wliich  to  never  quenched.^' — My  brethren,  think  not 
that  I  have  any  pleasure  in  denouncing  these  judgments.     I 
dww—ce  Ihem  with  pain.     But  I  must  deliver  my  ow» 
Sort  I  Ibirt  in  so  doing  I  may  possibly  benefit  yours.     And 
if  it  give  yoo  pnn  to  hear  the  mention  of  these  awfiil  threat- 
\*j  what  wiH  it  be  ioftd  the  reality  of  them  ?  O  con- 
tUfl^  ^  lest  He  pluck  you  away,  and  there  be  none  to 
deliwryeii.^     Consider  how  soon  these  threatenings  may 
ht  teftied  iaio  EeaBties.     To-day  is  the  accepted  time,  the 
D^y  if  Salvation  to  ycu  alL     But  to-morrow  may  be  the 
day  9i  vengeance  to  any  of  you.     If  you  die  this  night,  and 
dia  is  your  sins,  it  certainly  will  be  so.     '<  O  that  you  were 
wioei  that  you  understood  this:  that  you  would  consider 
your  latter  end !''  Let  taie  once  more  beseech  you  to  remem- 
ber, that  now  is  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord.     Now  the 
liovi  is  knocking  at  the  door  of  every  heart  among  you,  and 
fnfing  tar  admission.     Say  not  to  Him  ''  Go  thy  way  for 
tUs  fiae^''  lest  He  cease  to  strive  any  more  with  you  :  lest 
He  swear  in  bis  wrath  that  y(m  skdl  never  enter  into  hi^ 
rart. 
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SEJRMON  XX- 


Connection  between  the  Confidence  and  Character  of  the 
True  Christian  Stated  and  Illustrated. 

ISAIAHf   XXV.    9. 

jgind  it  shall  be  said  in  that  Dayt  lo,  this  is  our  Oody  we  Iia^e 
waited  for  Him,  and  He  will  save  us  :  this  is  the  Lord  ;  we 
fiave  waited/or  Him :  we  wiU  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  His 
Salvation^ 

THIS  passage  plainly  admits,  and  even  semis  to 
require  two  distinct  interpretations.  The  expression  in'  tha$ 
day  maybe  understood  as  referring-<«ither  to  the  time  of  the 
first  appearance  of  Christ  in  the  flesh,  and  to  the  consequent 
publication  of  the  Oospel  at  Jerusalem,  when  in  '^  that  moun- 
tain the  Lord  of  Hosts  made  unto  all  people  a  feast  of  fat 
things,  a  feast  of  the  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  tbings  fall  of 
marrow,  of  wines  on  the  lec»  well  refined,'^— or  to  that  sill 
more  important  period,  the  Day  of  the  secottd  appearing  of 
our  great  God,  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  in  glory,  ^  whett 
He  will  swallow  up  death  in  victory,  and  the  Lord  CMI  wiK 
wipe  away  tears  from  off  all  fieu^es,  and  the  rebake  of  Hts 
people  shall  He  take  away  from  off  tbe  earth.^  In  tlie  fem 
^er  of  these  senses,  Ihe  text  rq^resents  the  joyfid  senti- 
ffients,  with  which  tliese  pious  believers,  who  were  wadting 
for  the  consolation  of  Israd,  wekoned  the  mamftfiiatioa  of 
Christ  on  earth.  In  the  latter  sense  (the  sense  in  which  I 
propose  to  aj^ly  the  passage)  the  woids  express  these  exult- 
ing acclamations,  with  which  tfte  Fe$pU  ^  Q§i  wiH  epUrola 
the  secotid  Jiiverd  of  their  Lord,  <^when  he  shaH  coioe  to  be 
glorified  in  His  saints,  and  to  be  admired  in  all  them  that 
bdieve.'^  With  longii^  ^yea,  with  extended  trms  th^  ivitt 
hail  his  glorious*  appearance.  With  one  heart,  wtt(i  ona 
voice  they  will  breaisL  forth  into  theae  riptua*ous  sounds^ 
'^  Lo,  this  is  our  Ood«  we  have  waited  for  Hiaa  ;  He  will 
save  us ;  this  is  the  Lord ;  we  Inve  wail^  for  Qkn  i  w^ 
^viU  ^  jg^ad,  ud  rejwtee  in  U^  Satmtiw*'' 
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8«ch  **  in  that  d§n/*  wiUbe  the  tnumpbant  Song  of  the 
BaMoned  of  tl|e  ]Lioi^«  Such  yfiH  be. the  exulting  coo- 
iid^iiC^  with  which  they  will  then  lift  up  their  beads. 
Who  does  not  wish  to  bear  a  p^rt  in  that  triumphant 
song:  Who  does  not  wish  with  , that  exulting  conftdencej^ 
to  lift  pp  his  head  ?  But  wbat  will  wish^  the  most  fervent 
profit!— ^Would  we^  my,  brethren,  realize  these  wishes^ 
^ould  ve  be  partakers  of  the  privHeges  of  the  Saints,  we 
WMSt  be  piyiakers  of  their  character.  /Vy'oiild  we  share  in 
the  joy  and  confidence^  which  they  will  fed,  w§  must  possess 
the  same  title  to  joy  and  confidence  which  they  will  then 
poOTeoo.  Would  we  <<  in  that  Day''  adopt  their  language, 
we  must  have  the  same  ground  for  ua^ng  it,  which 
they  will  have^  Whi^  that  ground  is,  the  language 
it^elt  evidently  shews.  The  perapns  are  described  as  re^ 
joidag  la  the  oMttroa^  of  their  relation  to  Christy  of  their 
uftnrest'in  Him,  and  of  the  certaifity  of  that  3al)v:ation, 
«ydi  He  b  bringing  to ,  them.  ^'  Th^  is,  our  God"  <<  He 
npJB  Mt^  ubT—^*  We  will  be  glad  in  JSs  Advatian.**  But 
Wbenpe  dpea  this  asaunmce  springy?  From  a  C(mMdou$nt$$  of 
their  havip^  waited  for  him.  T^ice  they  declare  as  the 
gCMmd  of  tbdr  confidence  in .  Chri^  *\fFe  have  wiaitedfor 
Bm!^  .  In  the  days  of  their  flesh,  they  looked  to  Christ  as 
their  God,  and  Savioan  They  lived  in  expectation  of  bis 
gloriooB  appearing.  Th^  made  prqi^arations  against  his 
fooond  oomiiig.  Tfaerefo^  it  is  that  they  now  lift  up  their 
bnds  with  ygy.  Therefore  it  is  that  they  now  are  |^ad 
asd  vejoioe  in  his  Salvation^ 

b  Aarther  disooarsiag  on  ibis  p^lasage>  I  shall  plroceed 
to  ilhmtra^  two  import^t  Truths  suggested  by  it' 
.  L  nmt  nptbing  will  in^ire  as  with  joy,  and  confidence 
hi  the  day  of  Judgment,  but  a  real.Interest  in  Jesus  Christ 
.  IL  That  imne  will  in  that  day  have  a  real  Interest 
hik  Smm  Christ,  and  conseqnently  wiU  rejoice  in  His  Salva- 
tiMv  bat  those  who  are  now  waiting  for  his  comiiig^ 

JU  I  am  to  shew  that  nothing  will  inspire  us  with  joy 
imd  fonfidenee  in  the  Day  of  Judgment^  but  a  real  Interest 
hi  Joius  Christ  I  mi^  go  further,  and  syr,  that  no- 
tfaia|»  bat  a  good  hope  of  an  interest  in  Christ  can  give  us 
sMdf  abi^fag,  exaked  element  in  this  life.  Whatover 
takes  to  itMf  the  name  of  haiyinesg  where  this  hope  is  not 
incladed,  has  no  jiNit  pretensions  to  ibe  Mme.    But  on  tbia 
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IfoiuU  »  Bot  coimecteA  with  the  present  mkjjKtf  I  tUM  nak 
now  insist     Let  it  be  aAnittei  tbut  nen^  wh^  are  hifmg 
irithoat  Christ  in  the  worldf  yet  possets  «eiM  aosrtes  of 
phisent  enjoyment     Th#  pursuit,  the  mwnMg&mdttt^  Md  the 
sue  cess  of  their  worldly  affairs ;  the  acquisition  of  weaMh  f 
itm  prosperity  of  their  families ;  the  possesstoa  of  ftmtr  | 
the  gratification   of  their  sdflsh,  or  aensud  desires  |  Him 
iatteryand   applause  of  their  feUow^reatereo ;  aH  Miesf^ 
are  things  in  which  men   find  some  pleasare  in  thb  Nfk 
Far  indeed  from  having  any   hope  of  an  Interesl  in  te&m 
Christy  He  is  mC  in  all  their  thoughts.     Tet  they  are  not 
decidedly  unhappy.     They  are  at  ease>  and  compartttreljr 
enjoy  themselves.     WhoUy   occupied  with  delights  of  an 
earthly*  and  a  carnal  nature,  and  knowing  no  hotter  plmi- 
sores  than  such  as  this  World  can  yield,  they  feel*  no  need 
of  Christ,  nor  deem  Him  necessary  to  their  bappfaMBS.     B«l 
will  this  be  the  case  in  the  Bay  of  Jtf^jrmanlf  WiHfliegr^te 
fliHt  Day'^  lift  up  their  heads  with  joy  ?  WiH  any  of  those 
things  in  wiiich  they  have  here  placed  their  faapptnessr  tfaea 
afford  them  any  pleasure;  When  they  ahail   see  the  San  off 
Man  coming  in  the  clouds  with  power,  and  great  gloffy  | 
when  they  fthril  hear  the  sound  of  that  awfiil  trmnp^mMck 
shall  awafce  the  dead  ;  when  they  shril  perceive  the  earth 
passing  away  from  beneath  their  feet,  the  OeaveM  depart' 
hng  like  a  scroll,  and  the  elements  meMng  wiM  ihmmt 
fieat,  will  they  experience  any  delight  in  relectiagosi  the 
weaHfa  which  they  amassed,  on  the  power  they  poaseased^ 
on  the  applause  which  they  gained,  on  the  pbuMres  wMek 
they  enjoyed  during  the  short  period  of  their  Uveof  WiH 
they  then  rejoice  in  thinking  how  greatly  they  raieud  their 
families ;  how  successlWly  they  managed  their  affaira^  bow 
pleasantly  they  passed  their  days?  Alas!  Such  theaghtSy 
snch  refiertiens  wiH  then  yidd  them  no  delight     All  tUesa 
enjoyments  will  have  ceased  for  ever.    OnegriMi,  onaiai- 
portant,  one  interesting  Idea  ahme  wiH  then  M  tho  mini: 
One  subject  infinitely  momentous  will  then  press  witti-kmn- 
elble  force  upon   the  thoughts.     <  The  aoieoHi  Day  of  4i^ 
count  is  cooie.     How  shaH  I  abide  it  I  Are  my  Sins  pai^ 
doned  ?  Am  I  at  peace  with  God  ?  Wfthont  an  asaorance 
(if  forgiveness,  and  reconciliation  how  ahaH  I  Hft  up  aif 
guilty  head  ?  HoW  iball  I  endure  theftesence  of  ihy  hearl- 
searchlng  Judge  ?»  But  whence,  my  breCfaren,  oan  tbisai^ 
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«M»ce  bt  tkiMimAi  Ufm  be  obteiaed  anly  horn  m 
liloraitiB  Jmss  Christ,  la  Jtam  Christ  alone  is  par- 
doa  far  the  Siancr.  lu  Jesas  Christ  alooe^  through  his 
klaod  aad  rishteoasaeas^  is  Gad  a  aierciful  Ood.  Bjr  faitii 
mify  in  Jesas  Christy  ean  aa  iaterest  in  his  bloodf  and 
Oghtaaagacss  ha  procared.  Tfaese  are  truths^  which  are 
rfreqaeatly  deniedtderidedt  orvirtosUy  rejected  even  by 
whoimfce  some  profesaioa  of  religion.  Even  such 
paraons  have  ofteatiaies  low  thoaghts  of  Jesus  Christ  Thejr 
aaa  not  his  vaiae  aar  his  GUarj.  They  CmI  aot  their  sias, 
Bar  their  need  of  Hiau  Pafled  up  with  pride,  and  darkea- 
ed  in  their  foolish  miads,  they  make  to  themoelrea  Savioors, 
They  thi|^  to  atone  for  their  sins  by  their  charities.  They 
tUnk  that  their  yirtues  will  over-balance  their  vices.  '  They 
depaiid  for  aoceptaace  with  Ood»  on  their  own  fancied 
meritsy  an  the  asefalaess  of  their  livesy  oa  the  sweetness  of 
their  teopersy  on  their  outward  perfonaance  of  rdigioas 
dataea.  They  flatter  themselves  that  they  shall  be  saved, 
because  tbqr  have  not  run  into  the  same  excesses  with 
auuiy  others*  Vfhom  they  see  around  them ;  or  because,  if 
they  have  been  guilty  of  some  violattoas  of  (xod's  Law, 
yet  tk^  hearts  are  good  at  the  bottom.  On  these  grounds, 
or  aa  aucfa  as  these,  mea  aow  promise  to  themselves  safety, 
aad  trwst  that  in  the  Day  of  Judgment  they  shell  lift  up 
their  heads,  without  shame  or  terror.  But  when  the  Day 
ef  Ja^fBMnt  aptaally  ooows,  bow  will  they  then  feel? 
Then  these  delusions  will  continue  no  loi^ger.  Then  the 
Teil  9t  self<:oaceit  wfll  h^  torn  from  their  eyes.  The  truths, 
which  they  have  here  refused  to  see,  ^wiU  flash  upon  their 
caaaciaacee  with  irresistible  conviction.  The  emptiness,  of 
their  aagadly  hopes,  the  vanity  of  thpse  false  foundations, 
oa  which  they  have  here  relied,  will  then  be  dearty  unfold- 
ed ^  tbeai.  Then  will  they  distinctly  seat  what  they  never 
cotfd  see  before,  dmt''  Christ  is  all,  in  aU''-^hat '« there  ia 
SalvMtiaa  in  no  <4her/'-- and  that  an  Interest  in  Oim  is  worth 
tea  tbottsand  warlds.r— ^  Had  we  this  interest  in  Him,*  th^ 
wiH  then  C17,  with  what  confidence  might  we  now  have 
stood  before  Him  !  Assured  of  our  acceptance  in  this  glori- 
mm  Saviour,  with  what  joy  might  we  aow  have  lift  up  our 
keads !  Washed  in  His  bfood,  clothed  in  Bis  righteousness, 
iaalead  of  trembliag  at  His  presence,  and  dreading  His  ap- 
preach,  iniA^ef  being  oTerwhe^^  with  uns{»eal^le  l^r- 
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TW  at  His  glorious  appearing,  we  might  now  have  hailed 
His  coming  with  Songs  of  triumph,  and  have  rejoiced  in 
Him  as  our  Red^mer  and  Deliverer !'  —Thus,  **  in  that 
day/'  will  the  impenitent  and  the  unbelieving  be  conipelled 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  before  us.  Thus  will  tbey 
reluctantly  unite  their  voices  in  declaring,  that  nothing  can 
^nspi  re  us  with  joy,  and  confidence,  in  the  DayofJodg- 
ment,  but  a  real  Interest  in  Jesus  Christ.  I  pi^ceed  then 
to  shew, 

II.  That  none  will  in  that  Day  have  a  real  Interest  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  consequently  will  rejoice  in  His  Salvation, 
iut  those  w)io  arc  now  waiting  for  His  coming. 

This  expression  6(  waiting  for  Christ,  or  other  expressiong 
of  a  like  meaning,  are  frequently  used  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, j^s  dcijcriptive  of  the  char^ter  of  Christians.  They 
are  said  *'  to  wait  for  the  Son  from  Heaven  :*'  to  be  looking 
for  the  glorious  appearing  of  their  God  and  Saviour ;"  to 
*be  "  wailing  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  ChrisV*  Thus 
our  Saviour  directs  His  Disciples  to  be  "  like  untp  men  that 
wait  for  their  Lord/'  And  in  like  manner  we  find  the 
Saints  in  the  text  representing  their  conduct  towards  the 
Lord  in  the  days  of  their  flesb,  by  the  same  term,  ^^  we 
have  waited  for  Hfm."— It  may  be  |isefi|l  then  to  point  out 
some  of  the  particulars  implied  in  this  general  description 
of  the  Christiptn  Character. 

Ist  To  ''wait  for  Christ,"  implies  ajirm  belief  o(  Hi^ 
Second  Coming,  and  of  the  infinitely  momentous  consequen- 
ces wiilch  will  follow  that  event  The  tnie  Christian  is 
one,  who  «  walRs  by  feith,  and  not  by  sight."  He  receives 
with  implicit  submission  and  belief^  whiateyer  ho  finds  re- 
vealed ii|  the  word  of  God.  '  Hence  he  really  believes,  tbat 
f«  Christ  will  come  to  be  bui;  Judge."  Whjlo  some  are  pro- 
fanely asking,  **  where  is  the  proti|ise  of  His  coming  ?"  he 
lays  it  down  In  hts  mind  as  an  infallible  truth,  that  «*<he 
day  of  the  Lord  wfll  come."  ttc  cnteriains  no  more  donbt, 
that  at  the  appointed  hour,  '^thc  Lord  Jesus  will  be  reveal- 
ed from  beaven  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  bfi  His 
lEncmies,"' than  if  the  awful  hour  were  already  arrived. 
Faith  leads  him  to  overlook  the  time  and  space  wbich  in- 
tervene, and  to  contemplate  the  future  as  actiialiy  present, 
but  true  Fsiith  has  another  property.  It  not  only  Jrealizes 
nnsccn  tilings,  and  makes  distant  events  to  become  near  5 
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hot  it  tipenites  eStetadfy  in  tiie  l^art  It  is  a  woAUig^ 
tn  aetire,  a  holy  principle.  It  sets  a  man  to  seek,  aild  to 
avoid  the  okjects  which  it  reveals ;  and  to  make  provisiM 
j^nst  ttiose  events,  wbieh  it  bdisves  to  be  coining. 
Hence, 

fMj.  To'«  wut  for  Christ,"  fanpUes  not  only  aftrai  he- 
ller of  His  Second  Coming,  hut  a  coaitanf  endecrpor  to  he 
yrtpkitd  for  that  event  The  Servant  who  vHcU$Jar  his 
Lord,  not  only  expects  that  He  wiU  come,  bat  strives  to  he 
readf  for  His  coming.  The  wise  virgins,  who  vmlttl  for 
the  return  of  the  bridegroom,  took  oil,  not  only  in  their 
lamps,  but  also  in  their  vessds ;  that  at  whatever  hoar  be 
should  come,  they  might  be  ready  to  enter  in  with  him  to 
the  Marriage  feast  Thus,  those  in  tte  text,  who  are  des- 
cribed as  saying,  '<  Lq,  this  is  our  God,  wo  have  waUtd 
for  Him,''  are  represented  by  that  expression  as  intimating, 
that  while  they  were  on  earth,  they  lived  in  a  state  of  IVe- 
paration  for  Christ*^  Second  Coming.  Let  us  th^n  enquire 
what  this  state  of  preparation  is.  Who  are  they  that  are 
now  prepared  for  the  Coming  of  Christ  to  lodgment?  They 
are  those  who  are  now  living  by  faith  in  Him :  tliose,  who, 
conscious  of  their  own  guilt  and  weakness,  are  now  trusting 
to  Him  for  pardon  and  strength.  The  true  Christian  is 
one^  (my  Bretliren,  attend  to  the  description,)  the  true 
Christian  is  One,  who,  though  in  his  heart  he  has  renonac- 
ti,  and  in  his  life  has  forsaken  the  ways  of  sin,  yet  still 
ieels  himself  to  he  a  Sinner ;  still  finds,  that  he  doei  many 
things  which  he  ought  not  to  do,  and  leaves  undone  many 
things,  which  he  ought  to  do ;  and  has  no  health  in  him :, 
One,  therefore,  who,  adopting  the  Publican's  confession  and 
prayer,  eriesy  ^*  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  Sinner ;"  while  at 
the  same  time  he  daily  comes  to  the  blood  of  Jesus  for  the 
cleansing  of  his  Soul,  and  for  the  purging  of  his  conscience 
from  dead  works  to  serve  the  living  God.  He  Is  One, 
whose  hope,  and  peace,  and  joy,  are  placed  in  Christ  alone. 
Through 'Christ  alone  he  draws  near  with  comfort,  and 
Confidence  to  the  throne  of  mercy.  On  Christ  alone  he  de- 
pends for  grace  to  make  his  heart  good  and  holy,  and  to 
enable  him  to  overcome  the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  flesh. 
For  this  grace  he  daily  prays ;  and  strives  to  increase,  and 
improve  it  in  the  use  of  all  the  appointed  means.  Such  is 
^hc  true  Christian.     Such  isthf  man,  who,  '<  living  the  life 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


186 

JietiMrlhMiBtlH»i0ili»lgr  (UHiki  IhrSM  ofOol  r  i« 
IHifirnl  for  the  Mwng  ^  Ghriitf  Mid  tkm  waito  for  Biau 
Bttl 

ddljr.  Under  this  fttMralex|NPeaHoii  ef  wmiimg  tor  Cfams^ 
Mother  porticolar  is  also  iacloded.  It  imfiwB  h  fotiatt 
miUmmicc  m  wM  immg^  The  trae  DiHsiples  of  Christ 
not  out/  beUeve  that  He  will  goom^  aad  prepare  tbeio^ 
aolfea  for  his  ooaiiao  hot  they  also  fdOttitbi  wait  thetiaM 
of  his  ^OMiif.  Tbef  do  not  maroMir  and  repine  at  the. 
aenrioes  impoied  on  tbeni^  or  at  the  trials  which  thej  are 
called  to  endore*  They  are  not  iapatknt  at  bearing  (if 
nach  he  the  Lord's  wiU  reopeoling  them)  the  harden  and 
Jieat  of  the  daj.  They  are  perhaps  lahoring  nnder  pain 
and  skkness.  Thqr  are  iavolred  in  diflkolties.  Their 
condnct,  it  may  he»  is  fdsely  represented.  Their  repnta- 
tion  is  injured*  These  are  evils  which  thsy  caraot  bmt 
doqdy  foelt  and  would  gladly  avoid.  They  naturally  wish 
for  anend  to  their  triiOs:  hnt  they  stiH  snhmit  theamlvis 
to  the  will  of  Christ,  and  leave  hoth  the  tioM,  and  the  i 
ner  of  deliverance  to  his  power  and  wisdonu  They ; 
ber  how  long  the  Lord  waited  for  their  repentance ; 
shall  thf^  now  refiise  to  tarry  the  Lord's  leisure!  Shall 
tb»y  think  it  long  to  wait  for  Christ,  who  waited  ao  fei^j; 
for  them?  No.  <<  Thy  WiUt''  they  cry,  ''  he  done;  not 
onra."  '  Thou  wilt  appear  for  us,  at  the  time,  and  in  the 
way,  which  Thou  knowest  to  he  host  We  leave  onrselvw 
in  thy  hands.  Do  with  us  what  is  good  in  tliy  sight  We 
wait  patiently  for  the  Lord.  We  will  wait  upon  Him,  and 
be  shall  renew  our  strength.' 

It  may  be  seen  then  on  the  whole,  what  is  the  character 
%f  true  Christians.     They  assuredly    bdiev^  that  Christ 
will  conm  to  be  their  Judge.     In  that  belief  they  now  pr^ 
pare  for  his  coming ;  and  without  impatience  faithfully  e»- 
dare  unto  the  end.     These  are  the  persons  who  are  now 
tcoittfig  for  Christ.     And   these  it  is  evident  are  the  onljr 
persons  who  will  have  a  real  Interest  in  Himt  at  his  appear- 
ing.   For  they  arc  Uie  only  persons,  who  reaUy  know  Him  | 
who  really  belong  to  Him  ;  who  really  heUevo  in  Biin  ; 
who  really  serve,  obey,  and   honor  Him.     Tho^te  thoreftMro 
are  the  only  persons  who  can  have  joy  and  confidence  mA 
hia  coming.     These  are  the  only  persons,  who  will  bo  eat- 
ablied  to  adopt  the  language  of  the  Text,  and  ^,  ^<Ijo  tinmi 
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m  mr  tM ;  we  hwrt  wtiM  fer  Ua »  md  lie  iHO  M?e  ». 
Hus  » the  Lord :  me  hmt  wtMed  fer  bioi  t  we  wH  begM, 
Slid  rtyake  in  hia  sakatiM.^  As  for  ail  elher  penNmB^ 
they  iDtifll  be  fitted  wMh  ebuw  Md  terror  at  bis  cooring : 
ftrthey  wiH  know,  theft  be  tenet  Okeir God.  They  widted 
not  fcr  him  en  eerth.  They  nerer  eeriooely  btlieted  thei 
be  would  cone  to  be  tbetr  jndge.  Tbey  nerer  made  any 
reel  preparation  Ibr  Me  eeming.  They  leted  the  wotM. 
They  obeyed  tbeirloBts.  Tbey  indelged  In  sin.  Tbey  nc 
dNwIed  thettsehtes  rigbtoeue.  They  mined  not  Christ 
Th^  sought  not  an  interest  in  his  blood,  to  wash  thdr 
goiMty  eeuia  ^Hiey  prayed  not  for  bis  grace,  te  cleanse 
thmr  impure  hearts.  Me  was  net  in  dl  their  thoughts,  to 
any  real  end  ellbctnal  purpose.  And  how  then  will  tbey 
endure  bis  presence  }  What  confidence  win  tbey  have  at  Us 
iqppearing?  Will  they  be  glad,  and  rejoice  in  his  satration  I 
It  wHI  be  inpossiUe.  Tbey  must  be  erenvbdmed  with 
cewfiisian.  llwy  nnist  stand  speechless  before  Mm.  Tbey 
lon|^  but  long  in  vain,  t»  the  rocks  and  the  moun- 
tofidl  on  then,  and  to  hide  them  from  the  wrath  of  the 


O  then  my  brethren,  are  you  waKing  for  Christ !  Are 
y<Mi  note  waiting  for  him  7  Do  you  believe  that  be  wH 
enne,  and  tbirt  you  mu^  stand  before  bim  ?  Are  you  en* 
deftV<oring  to  -be  prepared  for  bis  coming  ?  Should  be  now 
couM,  even  while  I  am  speaking,  in  what  state  would  he  find 
yon  7  Could  you  humbly,  but  confidently  appeal  to  Mm,  as 
y&w  Ood,  and  Saviour  |  as  tlie  God  whom  you  worship :  as 
the  Saviour  in  whom  you  trust  7  Could  you  say  to  him,  who 
nenrcbeth  the  heart,  **  we  have  waited  for  Tliee  7'*  If  ou 
putting  these  questions  to  yourselves,  your  heart  now  con- 
deusne  you,  O  consider  your  state,  Connider  it  uoir,  while 
there  is  tlaie.  Make  your  calling  and  election  sure,  while 
y<Mr  have  opportunity  allowed.  Seek  to  become  acquainted 
wilfo  Jesus  Christ.  You  bear  of  him  continually  ;  be  not 
coiilm^  with  hearing  of  him.  Seek  to  know  him.  Ton 
will  mie  day  see  him.  Let  him  not  in  that  day  be  a  sti*an' 
ger  to  you.  Get  Such  a  knowledge  of  him  note'  ;  such  are- 
al^  ^ritual,  experimental  knowledge  of  him,  that  then  yon 
mmj  wdcome  him  with  joy.  Remember  that  he  is  nigh  un- 
to aO  that  call  upon  him.  If  you  seek  biro  with  all  your 
^e«rt,  you  shall  assuretlly  fin4  him.     ^'  Behold,^'  he  cries,. 
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^'  I  8tMd  atilMr  dMir  and  knod^ :  tf  any  ttn  bear.nj  inuo% 
and  open  the  door»  I  will  oome  in  to  hiniy  and  will  sup  with 
bioiy  and  be  with  me*"  Mj  brethren^  bear  his  voice.  Qpen 
the  door  to  bim»  who.  so  mercifully  asks  to  be  admitted. 
Shut  not  your  ears^  your  heart  against  your  God  aiid  Kinf; 
He»  who  will  shortly  come  to  be  ymr  Jndgiy  now.  waits  to 
be  your  Saviour.  If  you  continue  unbelieving  and  iinpeni- 
tent,  he  will  be  constrained  at  his  appearing  to  drive  you 
for  ever  from  his  presence.  If  you  now  repent,  and  believiSt 
he  will  in  that  day»  behold  yra  with  deligbt*  and  yon  sbaU 
see  his  Um  with  joy.  May  the  Lord  prepare  you  for  tbia 
solemn  meeting  $  May  he  ^^  direct  yoar  heart  into  the  lovo 
of  God»  and  into  the  patient  waiting  for  Christ  V^ 

And  youy  who  are  waiting  for  him ; — ^You,  who  with  tbo 
Apostle  Paul,  <<  know  whom  yon  have  bdieved,  and  are 
persuaded  that  he  is  able  to  keqp  that  which  you  have  com- 
mitted unto  him  against  that  Day— 4»e  not  ye  weary  in  well-' 
doing.  Be  not  moved  away  from  that  persuasion,  and  froip 
tbe  blessed  hope  which  it  inspires.  Hold  fiist  your  confi- 
dence firm  nnto  the  end.  Grow  in  grace»  and  in  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Try  to  know  bim  more. 
Acquaint  yoursdves  more  with  him.  Seek  to  have  more 
experience  of  hiB  power,  and  influence  in  your  heart.  Live 
daily  in  communion  with  him.  So  constantly  reaUsee  his 
presence,  his  love  and  favor  with  you,  that  when  he  sball 
appear,  you  may  indeed  know  him,  as  yoar  God,  and  Sav- 
iour, and  be  glad,  and  rejoice  in  his  SalvatioB  ! 
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SERMON  Xlt 

ifirfl  of  Ctf  umny  and  Prejudice  Ihcpo^ 

ie^Bf  xTii.  pairt  6;  und  r. 

^f%e^^akavefmiMAew(nidup9id^downf  are  domtkUhet 
at$o:  wi&m3a$m  kM  neetoed;  and  these  Mdo  eonirwrf 
io  ike  decrees  i^  Cesar f  sofhig,  that  there  is  anMer  iSi^f 
one  Jesus^ 

IN  tlu»  beginning  of  this  chapter,  we  find  that 
J^aol  and  Silasy  in  the  courde  of  their  ministry,  came  to 
TiMtaakMHca,  a  considerable  city,  in  which  was  a  syn^- 
tfoga^  of  the  Jews.  Here  Paul,  as  his  manner  was,  preach- 
ed the  Croqiel  on  the  Sabbath-^days,  reasoning  out  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  proving  that  Jesus  was  Christ  Nor  watf 
Ins  labor  in  vain  in  the  Lord*  For  .we  read,  that  **  somo. 
oC  ttma  beUevcd^and  consorted  with  Panl  loid  Silas  ;  and  of 
the  deyoat  Greeks  a  great  moltltude,  ^nd  of  the  chief  wofnen 
MOt  a  few.''— «Bttt  this  success  brought  with  it  its  usual  at- 
tendaat^  persecution :  which  began  here^  as  it  had  begun 
ia  nost  other  places,  with  those  inveterate  enemies  oC  Chris- 
tianity, the  anbeiieviog  Jews.  ^<  For  inoved  with  envy/^ 
mA  enduring  the  thought  that  the  Grospel  should  be  preach- 
ed to  the  Grentiles^  even  though  they  rejected  it  themselves, 
they  ^^  toolL  unto  tbem  certain  lewd  fellows  of  the  baser 
sort,  and  gathered  a  company^  and  set  all  the  city  in  aa 
i^roar^  and  assaulted  the  house  of  Jason,"  where  tte  Apos- 
tles lodged^  '<  and  sought  to  bring  them  out  to  the  peo^e.'^ 
But  being  disappointed  in  their  hope  of  finding  them  there^ 
tiiey  *^  drew  Jason  and  certain  brethren  unto  the  rulei*s  of 
the  ci^,"  and  then  clamorously  urged  the  Charge  stated 
h  the  text,  **  These  that  have  turned  the  world  upside  down, 
are  come  hither  also  :  whom  Jason  has  received  ^  and  these 
ail  do  contrary  to  tlie  decrees  of  Cesar,  saying,  that  tlieve 
is  another  King,  one  Jesus." 
Voi^  II.  «6 
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It  is  ibis  Charget  which  I  pnrposc  to  mmkt  the  Biih|jec4 
of  my  pi'eseot  discoorse ;  and  to  this  end  I  shall  lead  yen 
to  consider  it  in  reference^ 

I.  To  the  Persons,  against  whom  It  was  originfUy  pre<- 
ferred :  aiid 

II.  To  the  Viewsy  in  which  it  ma^  now  \m  profitably 
contemplated  by  us. 

h  The  Charge  in  the  tei^  whefi  considered  in  referenoe 
to  the  persons  against  whom  it  was  originally  prderred^ 
consisted  of  two  parts ;  both  contaiohig  accusations  of  a  ve- 
ry serious  nature,  and  such  as  were  calculated  to  render 
those  who  were  ihd  objects  of  theiPf  odious  to  the  paoplsi 
and  obnoxious  to  the  magistrates.  Tlie  first  part  was  di- 
rected against  Paul  and  Silas  in  particular  ^  the  second  a^ 
gainst  the  Christians  in  generaL 

Let  us  separately  consider  these  two  parts  of  the  Chai^^e, 
and  enquire  into  the  troth  and  justice  witii  which  they  wwa 
respectively  urged. 

First  then,  the  accusation  brought  against  Paul  and  Si* 
las,  was  contained  in  these  words  :  **  These  that  have  Cutb- 
ed  the  world  upside  down,  are  cone  hither  also.''  Now  it 
cannot  bo  denied  that  there  was  a  sense,  in  which  this 
Charge  might  with  some  plausibility  ha? e  been  shewn  to  be 
true.  These  Apostles  had  for  some  time  been  the  preach- 
ers of  a  doctrine,  the  avowed  and  actual  tendency  of  which, 
was  to  produce  a  moral  change  in  the  world ;  to  bring  lAoot 
a  great  revolution  In  the  hearts  and  lives  of  mankind.  Tbo 
aim  and  design  of  their  ministry  had  been  to  promote  the 
Kingdom  of  Christ :  to  draw  oflT  men's  afiections  from  the 
things  of  this  world,  and  to  direct  them  to  heavedy  objected 
to  lead  tbem  to  deny  and  mortify  those  cwropt  incHnaUoii^ 
desires,  and  passions,  under  the  influence  of  which  they  had 
hitiierto  lived,  and  to  implant  and  strengthen  in  them  new 
and  holy  principles,  which  might  be  productive  of  a  soltaUa 
improvement  in  their  lives.  This  was  the  object  which  IW 
and  Silas  had  hitherto  been  laboring  to  promote  in  the  ^« 
fercnt  places,  where  they  had  ei^ercised  their  ministry  :  and 
in  this  sense  it  might  perhaps  be  said,  so  far  as  their  object 
had  been  attained,  that  they  **  hdd  turned  the  world  ftpmdt 
dottn."— But  this  was  not  the  seifse  in  which  their  accusen 
made  the  Charge.  They  obviously  did  not  allude  to  any 
change  of  this  kind  ,•  to  any  moral  refimnatioa  which  had 
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keen  eWusM.  It  wee  tf UmMy  tteir  intention  in  charging 
the  Apoetles  with  **  hafiBg  turned  the  world  u|)8ide  down/* 
to  represent  tbem  as  the  enemies  of  civil  and  social  order ; 
the  abettors  and  promoters  of  confusioni  insubordination* 
and  anarcbjr.  It  was  evidently  intended  to  represent  them 
as  persons^  whose  principles  and  practices  were  directly  op- 
posed to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  society  :  as  persons^  who 
liad  made  it  their  business  to  wage  war  with  the  established 
rights  and  liberties  of  mankind  ;  who  had  too  successfully 
carried  their  point  in  other  places  ;  and  were  now  come  to 
Tbessalonica  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  same  mis- 
chievons  design. — Such  was  the  substance  and  meaning  of 
the  Charge.  But  where  was  the  foundation  for  it  ?  With 
what  tmth  and  justice  was  it  urged  ?  By  what  proo&  was  it 
sahalaatiated  ?  What  facts  were  adduced  in  support  of  it  i 

If  we  look  at  the  account  of  St.  PauFs  previous  ministry^ 
we  shall  find  nothing  to  countenance  such  an  accusation^  ^ 
At  Antiochf  at  Iconium,  and  at  Lystra,  neither  his  conduct^ 
Bor  his  doctrine  had  been  8uch»  as  to  give  the  slightest 
ground  for  the  Charge  now  brought  against  him.     It  was 
tnie  indeed,  that  at  the  neighboring  city  of  Philippic  both 
iMy  and  Silas,  on  an  accusation  of  the  same  nature  with  that 
in  the  text,  had  been  beaten  with  stripes  and  cast  into  pris* 
Mb     Hot  what  had  been  the  result  ?  The  magistrates,  con- 
vinced of  the  injustice,  of  tiie  proceedings,  had  themselves 
cone  to  the  prison,  and  had  <^  besought  the  Apostles,  and 
broogbt  them  out.*'     And  as  to  their  conduct  at  Thcssa* 
lonica  itself,  we  are  incidentally  furnished  with  very  deci- 
sive  proofs  of  the  utter  groundlessness  of  the  Charge  in  the 
tecct     The  following  extracts  from  tlie  two  Epistles,  wlucli 
8t  Pavl  shortly  after  sent  to  the  Church  in  that  city,  evi- 
dently shew,  bow  totally  different,  during  his  residence  there, 
had  been  the  tendency  of  his  preaching  and  practice,  from 
ttat,  which  it  was  now  attempted  to  impute  to  him.     **  Wo 
beaeecb  you,  brethren,  that  ye  study  to  be  quie(  and  to  do 
your  own  bnsiness,  and  to  work  with  your  own  hands  (as 
wi  eommamdid  you)  that  ye  may  walk  honestly  towards 
thsai  that  are  without"*    *^  Now  we  command  you,  breth*^ 
iWf  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  ye  with- 
draw yourselves  from  every  brother  that  walketh  disorderly) 

*  I  Thesp.  iv.  10,  H.  12. 
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^nd  not  after  the  tradition  nvbich  ye  received  of  mi.  For 
yourselves  know  how  ye  oa/^ht  to  follow  us  :  for  toe  behaved 
not  ourselves  disorderly  among  yoUf  neither  did  we  eat  any 
man^s  bread  for  nought :  but  wrouglit  with  labor  and  travel 
night  and  day^  that  we  might  not  be  cfafnrgeable  to  any  of 
you.  Not  because  we  have  not  power,  hot  to  make  otwsdves 
an  ensampkf  that  you  may  follow  us.  For  when  we  were 
with  yoUf  this  we  commanded  you,  that  if  any  wooU  not  work^ 
neitlier  should  he  eat.  For  we  hear  that  there  are  soma 
which  walk  among  you  disorderly,  working  not  at  all,  but 
are  busj -bodies.  Now  them  that  are  such,  we  command  and 
exhort  by  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  with  quietness  they 
work,  and  eat  their  own  bread.''* — Surdy  commands  an^ 
exhortations  of  this  nature,  were  not  tlie  language  of  one^ 
who  was  endeavoring  to  introduce  confusion  and  disorder : 
while  the  manneri  in  which  the  Apostle  here  refers  to  the 
.instructions  wlticb  b^  had  given,  and  to  the  example,  which 
he  had  himself  set,  while  living  at  Thessalonica,  fornishes 
iadditional  {Krobf,  (if  additional  proof  were  wanting)  how  void 
of  foundation,  how  destitute  of  truth  and  justice  was  the 
Charge  brought  against  him  of  **  turning  the  world  upside 
down.'*— Let  iis  proceed  then, 

Secondly,  to  the  other  part  of  the  accusation  in  the  text, 
which  was  directed  against  the  Christians  in  general.  This 
part  was' comprehended  in  the  following  words,  <<  These  all 
do  contrary  to  the  decrees  of  Cesar,  saying  that  there  is  an- 
other King,  one  Jesus.''  As  the  Arst  part  ctf  the  Charge 
^as  calculated  to  represent  the  Apostles  as  promoters  of  an- 
archy and  confusion  ;  so  this  second  was  designed  to  r^re- 
sent  their  followers  o^  enemies  to  the  state,  disloyal  to  the 
Roman  Emperor,  and  rebels  to  his  authority.  For  this  is 
evidently  the  crime  which  it  was  intended  to  fix  on  them. 
^<  Tliey  say  that  there  is  another  king,  one  Jesus.^'  ^  •^ 
other  King,  in  i^hose  service  they  are  engaged ;  under  whose 
banner  they  are  enlisted  $  to  whom  they  have  vowed  aOegi- 
V  ance  and  Submission.     And  how  then,'  K  was  insinuated, 

'<  can  they  he  true  subjects  of  the  Emperor  ?  ll'^here  is  their 
fidelity  t0  him  7  Wher«  is  their  obediente  to  bis  decrees,  wbtelf 
forbid  any  rival  in  the  throne,  and  require  universal  submis- 
sion to  bis  authority  ?  Disaffected  tq  bis  government,  attiiekr; 

f  3  Thc«s.  iii.  ^V. 
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ti  to  another  sovereign,  they  are  ripe  for  insnrrection  and 
revolt ;  and  if  not  checked  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  civil 
power,  they  will  in  time  overthrow  the  constituted  author^ 
ities,  and  subvert  the  empire  P 

Bnt  where,  (it  may  again  be  asked)  was  the  foundation 
Ibr  this  Charge  ?  With  what  truth  and  justice  was  it  urged  ? 
The  Christians,  indeed,  acknowledged  Jesus  as  their  King. 
But  His  Kingdom  was  not  of  this  worid.  Tlidr  obedience 
to  Him  did  not  interfere  with  their  obedience  in  all  lawful 
things  to  human  authorities.  Their  allegiance  to  Him  did 
not  involve  disloyalty  to  the  Emperor.  On  the  contrary, 
the  precepts  and  principles  of  the  Religion  to  which  they  had 
been  converted,  were  calculated  to  make  them  better  sub-. 
joctB  than  they  had  before  been.  Their  divine  Master  had 
Himself  expressly  commanded  them  to  **  Render  unto  Ces^r 
the  things  which  are  Cesar's.'^  And  what  did  His  Apostles 
cnjpin  ?  What  did  8t,  Paul  himself  constantly  enjoin  in  r«. 
ference  to  this  subject  ?  <*  Put  tl^em  in  mind  to  be  subject  to 
principalities,  and  powers,  to  obey  magistrates''  "  Let 
every  one  be  subject  unto  the  higher  powers.  For  there 
18  no  power  bat  of  God.  The  powers  that  be,  are  ordained 
of  God.  Whosoever  therefore  resisteth  the  power,  resist- 
«th  the  ordinance  of  God.'*  "I  exhort  therefore,  that 
first  of  dl,  supplications,  prayers,  intercessions,  f^nd  giving 
of  thanks  be  made  for  all  men,  for  kings,  and  for  all  that 
are  in  autliority,  that  we  may  lead  a  quiet,  and  peaceable 
Hfe,  in  aD  godliness  and  honesty.''*  What  color  of  pro- 
babiliey  was  there  that  the  followers  of  a  Religion  which 
enjoined  on  them  such  precepts  as  these  should  be  notorious 
for  their  disioyal  and  seditious  qiirit  ?  And  what  did  facts 
frove  ?  What  had  their  conduct  been  ?  In  all  the  places  in 
which  the  Gospel  had  hitherto  been  preached,  we  find  no 
instance  among  tiiose  who  had  embraced  it,  of  any  rebellion 
ngftiiist  the  constituted  authorities,  or  of  disobedience  to 
any  lawfol  oomnond.  What  bad  been  the  case  at  Thessa- 
lottiai  ?  Had  the  Christians  so  conducted  themselves  as  to 
give  any  ground  for  the  Charge,  that  they  **  did  contrary 
to  the  decrees  of  Cesar  7'^  Nothing  of  this  kind  is  men- 
tioned.  it  is  true,  indeed,  that  nt  this  very  moment  there 
was  a  great  eemmotien  in  the  place,  and  aH  the  city  was  in 
sn  nproar  I  but  who  were  the  uithors  of  this  tumult?  Not 
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ttMChrtotiMiaf  buttfaeiraccoMrsi  net  Jason  Md  tb»  InkUi- 
ren,  but  the  Jews  and  tbeir  anents :  wbo^  basins  aMMlted 
nod  dragged  tbem  before  tbe.Rnlent  were  now  accsuaiaip 
them  as  disturbers  of  the  pnUic  peace»  and  enemieB  to  the 
government  Surely  nothing  more  need  be  added  to  shew 
the  groundless  nature  of  the  ChargOt  or  the  injustice  and 
malignity  with  which  it  was  niged. 

From  this  consideration  then  of  the  Charge  in  referenoe 
to  the  Persons  against  whom  it  was  originally  prefiMTed» 
let  us  proceed  to  consider  it  in  refiBrence* 

IL  To  the  Views  in  which  it  may  now  he  profitably 
cmt^^ated  by  us. 

There  are^seteral  Views  in  which  the  subject  before  ns 
might  be  coirtemplalsd  with  advantage :  but  I  shall  select 
nnly  two. 

1st*  We  may  consider  the  Charge  in  the  text  as  exhUn 
iting  a  specimen  of  that  calumnious  treatOMni  which  trot 
Bdigion  in  the  persons  of  ihi  ministers  and  its  followers 
lias  often  encountered  firam  an  unhdievi^g  and  irreligiene 
world.  Thessabnica  has  not  been  the  only  place»  in  which 
nnjust  accusations  have  been  pnferred  against  the  servants 
and  subjects  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  Panl  and  Silas 
have  not  been  the  only  Preachers  of  the  Gospel^  who  have 
been  falsely  represented  as  Movers  of  Sedition,  and  Bnemim 
to  the  Public  Peace.  Jason  and  the  Brethren  wtth  bin 
have  not  been  the  only  ChristianSf  who  have  been  slander- 
oualy  accused  of  Disloyalty  and  Opposition  to  constitulod 
authoritiea.  In  fact  it  is  this  Change  which  has  beea  the 
chief  Instmment  of  Persecution  in  every  age  ef  the  obnroh. 
It  is  this  Charge  which  has  been  often  made  the  idansiUe 
pi*eteoce  for  seizing  and  slaughtering  the  servrnta  of  the 
hoacA,  both  by  Pagan  and  Papal  Berne.  This  has  been 
generally  the  cry  against  theai^  ^<  they  turn  the  world  upside 
down  :  they  serve  another  King."  Nor  has  the  ciy  yet 
ceased,  even  in  modern  tinus,  and  in  Protestant  Countries. 
Blessed  be  God  !  in  these  coontnes  the  monster  Persecution 
now  is  chained.  He  can  no  longer  riot  in  the  blood  of  the 
Saints.  He  can  no  longer  drag  them  before  Bnlers,  and 
by  false  accusations  can  immare  them  in  Prisone,  or  ailiet 
them  with  rtripes.  But  though  chatoedi  he  is  not  dead. 
He  still  liyes  y  and  in  nature  and  'm  spirit  is  unohanged. 
The  original  enmity  between  the  seed  of  the  Serpent,  anA 
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the  aeei  of  the  Wonui,  is  gtU  the  same  as  it  ever  was. 
Tk  rnibdierii^  world  has  no  nore  afitetion  for  trae  Gbris- 
Hanity  and  fur  Hs  real  followers,  than  it  erer  had.  It  still 
disliies  ^h^m,  and  seeks  th^  mdn.  The  yiolenee,  indeed; 
of  its  o^ieralioaMS  is  limited,  hot  their  tehdency  is  the  same. 
'hie  worid,  no  longer  pemOtted  to  lift  its  arm  against  the 
objects  of  its  dislike,  still  raises  its  voice  against  them  ; 
miA  iMftraySy  \sj  the  venom  of  the  tongae,  the  malignant  feel- 
ings of  the  heart  No  longer  al^  to  wound  the  Person  of 
its  adversaries,  it  still  tries  to  wound  their  character.  It 
sftiH  brands  tfiem  as  Enemies  to  Society^  and  the  Favorers 
of  Sedition.  It  $titi  charges  them  (but  where  is  the  Truth 
and  Jnstice  of  the  charge,)  with  <<  turning  the  world  upside 
down,  and  with  doing  contrary  to  the  decrees  of  Cesar. 

19or  is  this  statement  mere  declamation,  or  bare  assertion. 
It  Is  loo  strongly  siAstantiated  by  Facts.  It  is  too  clearly 
piwed  by  Experience.  My  brethren,  are  not  you  your-' 
seifieB  wttnessos  to  the  truth  of  what  I  am  saying  7  Have 
yon  not  beard  charges  of  this  kind  brought  against  the  Mi- 
iristers  and  Professors  of  Religion  ?  How  (^n  are  the 
Pi'otfcoro  of  Svangdkal  Truth,  represented  as  the  enemies 
of  mankind  for  inristing  on  the  importance  and  necessity  of 
Tital  PaUh,  and  finr  asserting  its  sole  and  exdusive  opera- 
tion in  the  oSce  of  justifying  the  Sinner  7  For  maintaining, 
in  its  parity,  this  fundamental  Doctrine  of  the  Gospel,  how 
often  are  they  charged  with  undermining  the  basis  of  social 
order,  and  with  opening  the  door  to  immorality  and  lieen- 
tSonsness  7  Do  they  preach  the  necessity  of  a  spiritual  Re- 
genofatlon  7  Do  they  declare  it  to  be  the  Doctrine  of  Scrip- 
ture, that  except  a  man  be  born  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  see 
the  Ungdom  of  God  ;  that  except  he  be  converted,  and  ex* 
pevtamre  such  a  real  and  radical  change,  as  shall  make  htm 
a  new  creature,  he  cannot  serve  and  worship  God  in  spirit 
and  in  truth  7  How  frequently  are  the  Preachers  of  the. 
Goqid,  for  insisting  on  these  points  of  prime  importance, 
cterged  with  promoting  EnthuiAasm,  and  Delusion,  and  Fa- 
■attdsm,  and  all  the  evils  which  follow  in  tlieir  train  7 — 
Look  next  at  private,  individual  Christians.  Do  they 
meet  with  a  better  treatment?  Turned  from  the  error  of  a 
siiM  coarse,  and  wallcing  by  Faith  in  the  Son  or  God,  how 
often  alb  Ihey  charged  with  being  hostile  to  the  welfare  and 
#ffder  of  Socfetjr  1  Refa^ng  to  Join  with  tlie  worid  in  its  irs- 
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tdigioiis  pteasoresy  ^r  to  CDofonlii  to  Hf  ftMU  prtettcM^ 
Im>w  often  are  they  repreoented  as  distwrhers  of  ttie  pMk 
peacof  and  are  accused  of  sooie  secret,  misebioroiis  desigw 
against  the  comfort  and  bafipiiiess  of  oNMlnad  !  Wkti  in  met 
own  days  has  been  the  damor  so  hiiastrtMsly  raisad,  wluH 
has  been  the  charge  cto  rcfieatedly  urged  against  omuij  of 
those  who>  from  a  sense  of  daty^  Ad  frott  lo^  to  God  and 
man,  are  activdjr  aad  saalooalj  employed  in  disperahmf  tha 
Scripture  throogh  the  rneaw  of  the  IKUe  Soelity,  bat  that 
they  are  plotting  the  ruin  both  of  Cbarch  and  Stato,  ami 
are  secretly  preparii^  a  odne,  wUdi,  when   exploded,  ^wB 
overwhelm  in  one  common  destruction,  whatever  is  dear  mr 
valaable,  or  sacred  in   our  dvU  or  ecclesiastical  eatabinb- 
mcnts  7  But  in  this  charge,  as  well  as  in  the  otli«8#  mtmek 
have  been  mentioned,  where  are  the  proofs  by  wych  thqr 
are  supported  ?  Would  that  the  persons,  who  thus  kiTiah^ 
deal  In  accusations,  might  be  taiq^t  by  the  Text  to  raeal- 
kct,  that  clamor  does  not  supply  the  place  of  evidaBoe^ ^aad 
that  assertions  are  not  the  substitutes  for  fM:ts !  Would  tkat 
they  might  be  led  to  consider,  that  in  thus  slanderously  iai* 
putingf  to  the  minister  or  to  the  profbssor  of  religisu,  aMijtivcir 
and  consequences,  with  which  be  is  not  chargeable^  tiMgr 
are  only  repeating  the  disgraceful  transactiau  at 
fiica,  and  are  imitating  ttie  persecuting  spirit  of  those 
ous  Jews  :  in  respect  of  wliom*  let  it   be  renraabeted^  SL 
Paul  lias  left  tliis  awful  declaration  upon  record  |  ^<  and  ttejr 
please  not  God,  and  are  contrary  to  all  men  !" — ^Nor  am  yuc^ 
my  brethren,  who  may  be  unjustly  suffering  for  eonscieace 
sake,  unconcerned  in  these  remarks.  Are  you  e? il  qpokoo  mi  i 
Are  you  falsely  accused  ?  Are  you  charged  with  crtea^  or 
withcriminai  intent ionsi which  you  knowtobegrouadlesd  ?  Be 
not  surprised,  as  thougli  some  strange  thing  had  haypasfcad 
unto  you.     You  are  only,  encountering  the  same  aMictiosw, 
wUdi  are  accomplished  in  your  brethren,  Mho  are#  or  ytko 
have  been,  in  the  world.  As  tlie  sen'ants  of  Jesu?  dtt^bsty- jou 
are  called  to  go  through  evil  report  and  good  report.      Wcim 
in  mind  titat  if  you  were  of  the  world*  the  World  womld  not 
liKteyou ;  and  thiis  from  its  very  hatred  yon  may  d6nw«»*tQ 
yourself  a  source  of  inward  peace  and  joy.  Beware  eagKiolol* 
ly  of  two  dangei^s,  to  which  you  are  chiefly  exposed*      On 
the  one  hand,  be  not  deterred  by  clamor  and  calum%r  firotm 
a  faithful  and  conscientious  dischaifo  of  your  duty.    Oa  tka 
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other,  haad,  se^  tb«t  jou  give  nojmt  odeaaioii  &r  tfie  aocur 
gatkms  laUl  to  yoar  ckai|pe.  Conrage  and  circumspectioi^ 
Vftited  with  a  spirit  of  DMduiess  and  patience,  ai^  the  chris- 
tian virtaeiy  of  which,  under  these  circumstances,  jou  have 
4fae  greatest  need.  Praj  then  earnestly  for  these.  Pray  that 
they  may  be  strengthened  in  your  soul.  And  may  the  Lord 
enaUe  you  to  endure  and  to  oTercome  for  his  mercy's 
ake! 

52di  We  may  consider  the  Charge  in  the  Text  as  exhib- 
it^ an  iUostration  of  the  nature  and  effects  of  Prejudice 
The  mind  of  man  is  never  in  a  state  more  hurtful  to  itscU; 
mote  injurious  to  others,  or  more  obnoxious  to  the  general 
caose  of  truths  than  when  "under  this  baneful  influence.  Such 
was  (he  case  with  the  Jews  at  Thesaalonica ;  and  we  have 
seen  into  what  falsehood  and  injustice,  into  what  violence 
and  perseGution  they  were  carried  away.  It  may  be  said 
perhaps  in  extenuation  of  their  conduct^  that  they  did  not 
imvad  these  accusations  against  Paul  and  the  Christians  in 
general  2  that  they  had  heard  of  like  accusations  against 
ttem  at  otiier  places,  that  they  only  repeated  th^  charge> 
as  they  had  heard  it ;  and  really,  however  ignorantly,  be- 
liefed  it  to  be  true.  This  point  shall  be  readily  granted. 
We  will  not  attempt  to  criminate  these  Jews  beyond  their 
desert  It  shall  be  readily  granted,  that  they  did  really 
believe  the  charge  which  they  preferred  ^  they  did  really 
bdioTe  that  Paul  and  Silas  had  turned  the  world  upside 
4owB^  and  that  the  Christians  in  general  did  act  contrary 
io  ithe  decraes  of  Cesar. — But  what  ground  had  they  for  this 
belief?  On  what/uc/*  did  it  rest?  By  what  proofs  wta  it 
siq^rted  ?  What  pains  had  they  taken  to  examine  the 
evidences^  or  to  inquii*e  into  the  truth  of  the  reports  which 
had  reached  them  ?  Observe  the  inconsistency  and  perverse^ 
ima  of  their  minds.  They  were  giving  implicit  credit 
to  rumors^  which  the  slightest  examination  would  have 
ahewn  them  to  have  been  false,  while  at  the  same  time  they 
were  r^iecting  the  Gospel^  though  confirmed  arid  establish- 
ed by  evidence  the  most  decisive  in  itself,  level  to  their  uur 
de^Btaodipg,  and  even  forcibly  thrust  011  tbeit  notice.  How 
can  we  account  for  such  inconsistent  and  unreasonable  con- 
duct  ?  By  a  very  plain  and  obvious  solution.  They  inward- 
]y  haled  the  Doctrine  of  the  GospeU  and  the  Aiiostlea  for 
^imchiag  iL    Btonce  ad  they  w^re  previously  determined 
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not  to  believe  the  GoBpet,  nor  tDfi8f<qMiitt)r  to  psf  Mf  ^ 
tention  to  the  evidence  in  its  ftrror*  so  they  wtere  previondy 
disposed  to  believe  every  thing  evil  of  the  Aposflet  aBdHMir 
foHowers  |  nay  even  ready  and  glad  t»  credit  any  report  H 
their  disadvantage.  Barely  there  cannot  be  «  mbm  tipp^ 
site  and  striking  iHintration  of  the  odioM  lutere  and  e^ 
effects  of  Prejudice  ^  of  the  way,  in  wbkh  this  most  dcatrae^ 
tive  malady,  ^a^hen  once  it  is  alloi9!»d  to  take  possesaon  of 
the  mind,  diffuses  its  poisonouA  and  fatal  iniueiiee  through- 
out  every  faculty ;  closes  the  ears ;  shots  tlM  eyta ;  pervevts* 
the  reasoning  powers ;  and  debases  the  nMral  an<  iaMbotd- 
al  part  of  man.  Would  that  those  persons  anrnig  ns,  whe 
are  so  ready  to  hear,  to  bdtove,  and  to  propagate  ohnrges  and 
accusations  against  the  more  seriens  followers  ef  reKgien^ 
may  see,  reflected  in  this  glass,  their  own  defemity  ;  anA 
in  time  be  admonished  of  their  sin  and  danger  !  Instml  of 
crediting  every  report,  and  bdieving  every  asscrtien^  wMeb* 
tends  to  criminate  the  mottves  or  the  practiees  ef  those  I^ms 
whom  they  differ,  may  they  leant  with  candor  and  impartially^ 
ty  to  investigate  the  truth  of  such  reports,  and  carefaHy  and 
accurately  to  examine  the  gromnA  of  such  assertions !  If 
they  act  otherwise,  have  tbey  not  reason  to  fear,  thftt  Hieir 
enmity  to  the  preachers,  and  to  the  professors  of  Birangtfo* 
al  Tnith,  results,  however  unconsciously,  from  a 
mity  to  tlie  Truth  itsdf ;  that  their  hostility  to  the  [ 
and  to  the  means  employed  In  dispersing  the  Scriptures^ 
springs  fi*om  a  rooted,  however  unsuspected,  hostilitjte  Ibe 
Scriptures  themselves  ? 

In  the  passage  following  the  Text  there  is  an  instance  of 
c6iiduct  so  expressly  opposite  to  that  wbidi  we  bnve  been 
considering,  and  so  obviously  designed  as  a  cootmslts^it» 
that  we  could  not  properly  close  oar  present  subject  witheol 
adverting  to  it«  The  conduct  in  question  was  tiial  of  tl» 
Jews  at  Berea,  to  whom  St.  Paul  bears  this  decisive  and 
honorable  testimony,  <'  These  were  more  noble  than  those 
in  Thessalonica,  in  that  they  received  the  word  witti  aU 
readiness  of  mind,  and  searched  the  Scriptures  daily  Vbetlier 
Ihosc  things  were  so :  therefore  many  of  them  believed/' 
Observe  tlie  severtd  particulars  here  mentioned  in  their  fa- 
vor. •*  They  received  the  word  with  all  readiness  of  mind  ^' 
with  a  disposition  humble  and  teachable,  desirous  of  Inow- 
lYig  the  truth,  and  i^eady  to  admit  it    Th^  were  not  pre* 
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OB  by  prcviinii  wwaers  to  think  iisadvmitageousiy 
etiko  Apostles  Mid  of  their  doctrine.  They  were  not  set 
Mtjuaei  tben  by  the  late  daoior  and  tumult  at  Thessaloni- 
oat  of  which  they  prokably  oMdd  not  ho  ignorant  They 
were  detonuBed  to  eiamine  and  to  judge  for  themselves. 
^  Th^  searched  the  Scri^res  daily,  whether  these  things 
were  so."  They  listened  with  attention  to  the  fhcts  reiat- 
et#  to  the  doctrines  taaght»  to  the  explanation  given  by  the 
preaohers  of  the  Gimgel :  and  then  with  pataonce  and  dili- 
gtmce  enqnired  into  the  proofSf  and  weighed  tlie  evidences, 
^  comparing  spiritual  things  with  spiritual.''  Here  was 
eanrfor.  Hevo  was  impartiality.  HerOf  as  the  Apostle 
observeSf  was  true  ndbUlty  of  mind,  the  very  reverse  of 
that  dmbononddeand  debasing  disposition^  which  had  chaK^ 
actoriaed  their  brethren  at  Tfaessalonica.  Here  also  was 
the  fruit  of  such  ingenuous  conduct.  *^  Ihir^&re  many  of 
them  bdieved.''  Truth,  so  followed,  could  not  but  be  ob- 
tained. And  thus,  in  the  Jews  of  Berea,  on  the  one  hand, 
emhrifing  the  Gospel,  and  admitted  to  all  the  blessings  and 
privil^lpea  of  the  Christian  covenant,  and  in  those  of  Thea* 
salonisa  on  the  other  hand,  virulently  opposing  the  truth, 
and  sfanHing  themselves  out  of  the  kingdom  of  God,  we  are 
fordUy  reminded  of  the  difference  to  which  a  prejudiced  or 
Oft  napnqadiced  mind  tends  ultimately  to  lead  those  in  whom 
t|m^0no^the  other  respectively  prevails.  My  brethren 
fitm  Aon  Prejudice.  Watch  and  guard  against  it  Oppose 
mid  nsfirt  its  power  in  your  heart.  Above  all  things  pray 
Ja^  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  to  dwell  within  you.  ^^  For  where 
the  fipirtt  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is  Liberty."  His  grace  is 
the  only  effectual  remedy  for  all  the  sinful  disorders  of  our 
compled  nature.  May  He  deliver  you  from  all  blindness 
of  heart;  from  pride  and  envy  i  from  hatred  aqd  malice,t 
and  bom  all  nncharitableness ; 
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SERMON  XXU. 

Convertiiig  Mcjrcy  s^  pledge  pf  Persevering  Grace. 

KOMAirSf  v.   10. 

for  if  when  wt  were  EnemiM,  we  were  recQnciUd  to  God, 
by  the  Death  of  his  Son,  much  morp  Ifeing  reconciled,  we 
shalf  be  saved  by  his  life. 

IT  is  of  prime  importance  to  tme  Christians 
to  have  ^  a  good  Hope  through  grace,*^  Sach  a  Hope — a 
Hope  of  at  last  triumphing  over  every  obstacle,  and  of  be- 
ing made  more  than  conquerors  through  Himy  who  has  lov- 
ed them — not  only  lies,  at  the  bottom  of  their  peace  and 
comfort,  but  is  absolutely  necessary  to  their  usefulness  and 
activity  as  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ.  Henoe  Hope  is 
|9ometimes  called  the  ^<  Pelmet  of  Salvation/'  which  covers 
and  protects  the  head  in  the  day  of  battle. 

But  the  mofo  truly  any  n^an  is  a  Christian,  the  more 
sensible  he  is  of  the  dangers  and  enemies  which  surround 
him  ;  and  consequently  the  more  need  tliere  is  of  his  Hope 
being  strengthened  and  confirmed.  On  which  account  we 
may  suppose  it  is,  that  the  Scriptures  furnish  so  many 
grppilds  for  a  strong  consolaiion  to  al}  those  who  hare  fled 
fojr  n^ftige  tp  the  Hope  of  the  Gospel.  Sometimes  the  most 
(encouraging  Declarations  pf  support  and  protection  are 
yonchs^fed  :  ^t  other  times  tlie  most  direct  and  animating 
/ro?ni«cjj  of  victory  are  given  :  While  not  seldom  a  ^rong 
appeal  is  made  to  oi|r  qwp  understandittg ;  and  the  Spfirit 
of  God  graciously  condescend^  tQ  r^iwn  with  his  people  on 
the  groundlessness  of  their  fearSf  l|f|4  on  the  unshaken  con- 
fidence with  which  they  may  VfAj  on  hisf  w^tchAd  i^nd  pror 
tecting  care  to  keep  them  unto  the  ^nd. 

Suoh  arc  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  passage  which  I 
have  chosen  for  the  textt  The  i^hole  scope  of  the  argUr 
fnent  in  several  foregoing  verses  had  been  to  prove,  thut  the 
Qopc  of  the  true  Christian  is  one  which  <<  maketh  not 
l^s^iamcd  ;•»  which  wiH  not  leave  him  destitute  of  sopporti 
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nor  GomeqnwBy  aslmed  of  his  conideiice  in  that  4ay^ 
when  lis  reality  and  somdness  will  be  most  eminently  put 
to  the  proof.  The  Text  contains  the  sum  and  conclusion  oC 
the  preceding  statement ;  and  is  admirably  calculated  to 
give  to  erwy  true  Bdierer  in  Christ  the  strongest  assur- 
ancey  which  reasoning  can  give,  that  notwithstanding  all 
opposing  and  intervening  obstacles,  he  shall  certainly  in  the 
end  attmn  to  that  <'  Salvation  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  with 
eternal  jfory.^  ^<  F6r  if  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were 
recondkd  to  God  by  flie  death  of  His  Son,  much  more,  being 
reconciled,  we  shall  be  saved  by  his  life  ?''  In  these  words  the 
Aposde  assumes  it  as  a  position  already  proved  and  granted, 
tfajittnie  Christians  have  experienced  in  God's  past  dealings 
with  them,  a  most  wonderttal  instance  of  his  loving-kindness 
and  mercy  :  '<  when  they  were  enemies,  they  were  reconcUed 
to  God  by  the  death  of  His  Son ;''  and  from  this  position  he 
strongly  infers  their  future  preservation  and  final  victory. 
'^  Much  more  being  reconciled,  they  shall  be  saved  by  his 
UkJ*  In  disooursing  then  further  on  this  passage,  I  shall 
use  this  division  of  it^  and  sbaH  proceed  to  consider  and  il- 
lustrate 

I.  The  Position  here  assumed. 

n.  The  Inference  drawn  from  it. 

I.  The  Position  we  have  seen  is  this.  That  true  Chris- 
tians, in  God's  past  dealings  with  them,  have  experienced  a 
■tost  wonderftd  exercise  of  His  loving-kindness  and  mercy. 
And  in  what  has  this  exercise  consisted  2  In  the  great  and 
glorious  Change  which  they  have  undergone  as  to  their  state 
and  condiUon,  and  in  the  astonishing  Way  in  which  this  ^ 
change  has  been  eifected.  Let  us  s^aratdy  advert  to  these 
two  parUculars. 

The  Change  alluded  to  is  thus  described  :  '<  They  were 
mmiim/*  but  they  are  ^^  qow  reconciled  to  God."  There 
WESs  a  time,  when  they  were  enemk$  to  God ;  in  a  state  of 
variaaoe  with  Him,  and  of  rebellion  against  Him :  when 
tliere  was  no  peace^  no  agreement  between  them  and  God. 
This,  indeed,  is  naturally  the  state  of  all  men.  Whether 
Jews  or  Gentiles,  whether  the  professed  worshippers  of 
God,  or  Heathens  and  Idolators,  they  are  by  nature  enemies 
to  God  ;  for  by  nature  they  are  sinners.  They  are  descend- 
ed from  a  stock  originally  tainted,  and  share  in  the  trans- 
^p-«wton  and  guilt  qf  their  first  parent.     ^'  Being  by  na- 
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thejr  ar»  ainncn.  Thcgr  we  peraoiwHjr  and  praottoell|:  ii»' 
sera.  Th^jT  ere  ^<  eMemies  to  <arod  by  tmoM  «Mftiii.''  AB 
nM  ^  bale  |}Me  astrtjrf  every  <me  to  Iw  <»wtt  viy«^  fe 
their  bearteth^rlitvew  love  of  Qod:  M^HnreaAMrHtoie 
Be  wish  to  please  end  aerve  Hioi.  On  the  ceotrerjry  HFhet 
ererihf&ydakMW  rlghay  oTGod,  th^  dialtke.  Tbcqr  4ie« 
Vkt  Hie  heliMBe.  They  dieiUie  His  Im^.  Tbqr  dieUke 
Hiseervioe.  A»d  the  necessary  ooMtoqaenoeefeiidi  a  eteto 
of  heart,  is  opiKMttioii  aad  ennrity  to  Htei  ia  the  life.  They 
live  after  the  flesh.  They  fulfil  the  deetrea  of  the  flesh  aad 
of  the  miad.  Nuaihera  nm  into  0ftn  aad  gress  vialatieaa 
of  the  diviae  kw.  They  sta  with  greediaeae»  and  east  eff 
every  restraiat  Bat  all  in  sosie  way  betray  their  aataral  ^ 
oaaiity  to  God  aad  bb  holy  wilL  la  soaie  way  they  aerve 
8iB»  and  obey  it  in  the  luste  thereof.  They  walk  after  the 
course  of  this  world.  They  place  their  happiaess  in  the 
creature  and  not  in  the  Creator.  Th^  lay  op  treamria 
on  earth.  They  seek  to  have  their  porttottf  their  good . 
things  here.  In  short,  they  live  habitodly  under  the  iaitt* 
once  of  that  <^  carnal  mind^''  of  which  it  is  esprenly  aaid, 
that  it  is  <<  enmity  against  God."~But  of  such  a  stale,  a 
state  of  so  nmch  sin  and  guilt,  how  great  arast  he  the  raises 
ry  aad  the  danger !  To  dislike  God,  who  is  goodness  5  to 
bate  His  service,  which  is  happiness ;.  to  have  lest  His  fli- 
▼or,  which  is  better  than  life  |  to  be  exposed  to  Hie  wrath, 
which  is  a  consumiag  fire  $  who  can  coaceive  the  ival 
wretohedaess  of  such  a  state !  Such  however  is  the  stoto  oC 
|dl  men  natarally.  Such  was  onqa  the  state  of  those,  who 
are  now  real  Christians.  9ut  it  is  their  state  no  longer. 
They  were  once  enemies  to  God,  but  tbigr  are  eoamiei  no 
longer.  They  are  now  ^<  reconciled  to  God.^'  Hia  wraths 
is  turned  away  from  them«  Their  guilt  is  Uottod  out.  Their 
sins  are  so  pot  away,  as  never  more  to.be  montioaed tar  avoa 
remembered  against  them.  They  are  brought  intoa  aiaat 
blessed  state  of  peace  and  friendship  with  God.  Heis  bck^ 
come  their  God,  and  they  are  becooie  hie  people.  They 
are  privileged  to  approaob  Him.  TlK|y  nra  emboldened  to 
oall  Him,  Father. 

Nor  is  this  all  the  Cbaage  which  baa  tidsea  i^aoe.   They 
hftve  been  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  (heir  mindflu    Their  mh 
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tarn  iuM>  wwlugimu  »  mmi  ^trntderM  altcr>^o»,  thej  turn 
imm»  mvr  creaftmnsy  in  principle  and  praelicey  in  disposi- 
tin*  mA  aflhclimw,  in  destrra  and  parwits,  in  heart  and 
life.  Th^  B09  la?a  God ;  they  delight  in  his  ordinances  ; 
thfljr  find  piflawme  inbiaways;  luid  count  it  their  joy  to 
walk  in  Ma  atatnttoi  to  keep  bis  judgmmte  and  do  them. 
Thaf  naw  eetaean  His  service  te  he  perfect  freedom.  They 
laak  liack  with  abame  and  sorraw  on  their  fonner  allemtion 
of  iMMUrt  and  life  ftaa  His  holy  will  and  ways :  and  it  is 
tkeir  eanwet  desire^  and  preraififig  resoiatien^  hencefbrth  ta 
^yMd  Ckemadvea  ante  Ged»  as  those  that  are  alive  from  the 
dand^  «n#  tWr  mamhers  as  lastnunents  dT  righteousness 
ania  (Bn4'^'-*8acb  iathe  great  and  glorioas  Change  wUcb 
has  taken  place  in  their  state  and  ccmdition.  From  enemies 
tiMiy^  ham  bean  made  friends ;  from  rebels,  children ;  from 
asnsA  of  wratby  iMnunents  of  grace  and  DMrey. 

lit  as  next  advert  to  the  agtonishing  Way  in  which  this 
Otange  bns  bee»  efeeted.  TiHe  Cfaristiaas  have  been  ree- 
enclM  tn  Gad.  But  by  what  means?  ^By  the  death  of 
Bis  Soa.^^— Under  what  eircamstances  7  '<  When  they  were 
If  the  representation  given  above  has  in  some 
riiowii  tbe  nature  and  importance  of  the  Change 
wbiA  bns  taken  place,  the  statement  to  be  now  made,  will 
ne  less  desrty  shew  the  surprising  loving-ldndness  and 
mercy  by  which  it  lias  been  accooiplished. 

it  la  pWtt  tbM  tbe  whole  Benefit  of  this  Reconciliatfon 
rests  with  man.  God  cannot  be  profited  by  it.  PerfSsctiy 
bjusud  and  glariaus  in  Himself,  He  would  still  have  ever 
eenWnaed  so,  though  ^men  had  ever  continued  enemies  to 
3%sy  are  the  persons  who  gain  by  this  recoiicilia- 
\  t  bnl  1^  as  observe  that  it  was  God  who  brought  it 
In  His  kiftnite  merry  He  pro}<»cted  so  great  a  Wes- 
aing  to  mankind,  in  His  infinite  wisdom  He  devised  a  plan 
for  eflfecting  it.  And  when,  according  to  this  plan,  it  was 
eipsdian^  that  Bis  anly-begotten  Son  should  be  made  man, 
sbmdd  salbr  for  siMers,  and  become  obedient  unto  death, 
eran  ike  death  of  tbe  cress,  He  **  spared  Him  not,  but  de- 
tt^erad  Him  iq>  for  as  idl/*^  He  delivered  Him  up  as  a  sacri- 
fice to  bis  awn  iannutable  Justice  and  Holiness ;  that  hence 
it  might  most  illustriously  appear,  how  immense  was  the 
gnilt  of  man's  apostasy,  which  stood  in  need  of  such  a  sat* 
^fiMTtion  ;  and  how  misearebaUe  were  the  riches  of  dlVine 
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pity  aad  love^  which  withbcU  it 
drcumslances  was  this  satisfactioii  offered ;  this,  prsviiioii 
made  for  reconciliBg  sinuen  unto  God  7  ^  fFh^  tbigr  vmam 
enemies  to  Him :''  lu^hiU  thejr  were  stiU  in  that  state  ef 
enmity  and  gnUt  Previously  to  any  dispaoitian  on  their 
ptrt  to  turn  to  God»  and  to  seek  recenciUatbn  with  Him ; 
previously  to  any  sorrow  fdt,  any  omtritiott 
any  desire  (if  forgiveness  maniferted»  any  petitietn  for  i 
oflfored,  Grod  had  thoughts  of  mercy  towards  thdn ; 
their  return  to  Him;  and  provided  the  way.  In  focfra 
disposition  to  turn  to  Him,  a  desire  for  receadHationf  a 
godly  sorrow  for  sin^  an  humble  cry  for  mercyy  are  theai^ 
selves  a  part  of  that  very  salvation^  wMeh  He  designed  and 
prepared  for  men.  The  gift  and  communication  of  his  Spic^ 
it  to  produce  in  them  a  change  of  heart,  to  subdue  their  nat^ 
ural  enmity  to  Him,  to  work  in  them  repentance  and  foitl^ 
to  infuse  into  them  holy  ignitions  and  spiritual  desires,  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  eompletion  of  His  gracious  pura^ 
pose  $  ye%  so  necessary,  that  without  this  Gift  his  pnrpoaa 
of  reconciling  them  to  Himself  must  have  utterly  failed^ 
Here  then  we  see  the  aboundi^p  love  of  God  to  his  peopb» 
He  pitied  them,  when  enemies.  He  planned  their  reeoncili* 
iation  to  Himself,  when  they  were  yet  rebels  to  His  law  and 
government  He  gave  His  Son  for  them,  wktto  they  wevo 
ungodly  and  without  strei^b.  **  God  (says  the  Aposth^ 
commendeth  his  love  towards  us,  in  that  while  we  wnre  yet 
sinners  Christ  died  for  us.'' 

These  remarks  may  serve  to  illustrator  the  Positisnas* 
sumed  by  the  Apostle  in  the  Text     I  preeead  to  consider 

II.  The  inference  whieh  he  deduces  fram  it  ^Modk 
more  being  reconciled^  they  shall  be  saved  by  his  Jifo^ 
From  God's  previous  dealings  with  His  people  $  bom  the 
wonderful  Loving-kindness  and  Mercy^  which  He  has  alreft* 
dy  shewn  to  them,  St,  Paul  stronf^y  infers  their  future  pros- 
ervation  and  final  vktory.  <<Much  mere  thi^r.  shall;  be 
saved :''  much  more,  they  shall  be  kept  unto  Salvation  ,*  ami 
being  enabled  to  endure,  shall  assuredly  in  the  end  attain 
everlasting  life.  Th^ir  oonfidence  in  tb<$  Lord's  powari^ 
faithfulness,  and  love,  inspired  by  His  previous  mercies  to 
them,  shall  not  be  disappointed. 

With  this  view  the  whok  scheme  of  SvrnigcliGal  Doctrine 
agrees.     True  Christians  in  their  raeoMulialion  with  Go^ 
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ft  great  and  a  ^oriMB  Changk^ 
Bat  Mi^  wmck  is  aot  yet  c<MR[dete.  Mnch  has  been  done« 
M  ■—fithinystfll  rvnains,  and  so  loi^;  as  thejr  are  in  the 
liody.  79\k  atiU  remain^  to  be  done.  The  great  obstacle  to 
tMr  giayiaotiig.  happiness  ia  removed.  They  are  at  peace 
will  God.  Tbrir  sins  are  pardoned,  and  tlieir  souls  are  re^ 
mmnA.  Pat  they  are  as  yet  reneiv^d  only  in  parL  The 
yunal  Bundythat  natnnd  e|M»y  to  God  and  Holiness^ 
thai^  wsalwind,  is  not  utterly  subdued.  It  stUl  lurks  with-  . 
n»  and  strngi^  hard  to  recover  its  lest  dominion  in  the 
mmL  Their  great  adversaryt  the  devil,  also  no  less  con- 
iiantly  aipaaits  and  harasses  them ;  and  strives  by  force  and 
lahtlety  to  regain  his  ppwer  over  them :  while  the  worid  as- 
fMlathem  with  aH  its. formidable  weapons ;  with  its  prom- 
iiaa  attarea ;  with  its  threatening  terrifies ;  with  its  snares 
ssitsaglfii  thaai.  Now  the  natural  tendency  of  all  these 
WBiled  ebstedea  is  to  q^ose  th^r  progress ;  to  stop  their 
€fafisti«i  career;  nay,  to  drive  them  bach:;  to  undo  what 
has  homi  done ;  to  reduce  them  to  their  former  state  of  guilt 
and  misery;  and  thus,  if  possible^  to  make  their  hope 
tihiBM^ ;  and  to  leave  them  at  last  to  perish  in  sin  and 
wrslk.  Bat  No,  saya  the  Scripture,  this  shall  never  be.— 
^  Tb^  AM  te  $mvedJ'  ^  They  shaU  be  kept  by  the  power 
«f  CM,  thmigh  finith  unto  Salvation  f^  and  ^  none  shall 
flack  them  oat  of  his  hand.''  All  their  enemies,  however 
JwpidaHe  and  nammNis^  shall  ant  prevail  against  them. 
Slftctaal  provision  is  made  for  their  security.  He  who  di- 
ed ta  reooBcile  them  by  His  Blood,  now  liveth  to  preserve 
them  by  Hia  pawen  He  is  able  to  preserve  them,  for  He 
hath  ^'  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth.^  He  is  able  to 
safe  them  to  the  attensost;  for  ^  He  ever .  liveth  to  make 
iateffcession  fbr  them."  He  is  able  to  maintain  that  lijfo 
iihhlt  he  has  given  them ;  for  in  Him  all  fulness  dwells. 

Oboofva  then  the  whole  force  of  the  Inference  in  the  Text. 
**  Koch  more,  being  reooncUed,  we  shall  be  saved  by  His 
Mb/^  Hath  God  done  so  much  for  His  people,  and  will  He 
d«i>«fr  mare  2  Having  vrroaght  out  such  a  salvation  for  the'm^ 
<^  well  ordend  in  all  things,  and  sure>''  having  induced  them 
to  comply  with  and  eaikbrace  it,  will  He  leave  them  to  fall 
short  of  the  blessings  proclaimed  la  it,  and  to  perish  at  last? 
Carteiidy  not.  Far  be  sach  a  sappoaition  from  u$.  On 
tha  ooatrary,  it  Ho  has  done  the  greater  work  for  tkeni. 

Vol..  II.  28 
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mk^m&rewKlBi^i^^behm.  If  He  ^M  Ihan  wlmi  6i^ 
tmitSf  muck  more  vfll  He  ime  iktm  iriieii  friends.  If^  wbeii 
tbej  were  in  rebellion  mgAinst  Hlai»  H6  woaM  not  4ntroy 
them,  fitttcA  more  now  thi^  they  zrt  al  petce  with  Rim^  will 
He  preserve  them  from  peiMiing.  If  wheil  thejr  were  ii»> 
godly  and  impenitenif  He  gave  Hie  Son  to  die  for  ttielr  oC» 
ftnecsy  tmic&  more  now  tbnt  they  are  penitent  believers  in  thfH 
Bony  will  He  save  them  for  ever,  if  when  they  were  alieii* 
ated  fVoni  Him  in  their  hearts.  He  planned^  thongh  at  ouch 
an  infinite  price,  their  deliverance  from  the  power  of  sli^ 
much  ilnore — having  now  accomplished  their  deHverance^ 
having  taught  them  sinoerrfy,  though  aiiil  imperfectly^  to 
fear  and  love  Bim,  to  taloe  His  fhvor,  to  delight  in  Us  fler^ 
rice,  to  live  to  Bis  glory — imceft  more  wflt  He  now  i^holi 
them  with  His  right  handi  and  wlH  lead  them  in  the  wi^ 
everlasting.  Snrely  it  is  impossihle  not  to  fed  the  farce  of 
this  condnsion.  The  Apostle's  reasoning  nra^  carry  ooik 
viction  to  every  understanding  and  attentive  mind*  ^  If 
when  we  were  enemies,  we  ^ere  reconciled  to  God  by  the 
deatti  6f  His  8on»  mudi  more  being  reconciled^  we  shall  be 
saved  by  His  life.'' 

Then  my  brethren  <<lift  up  the  hands  which  hang4owi^ 
Und  the  ft^ble  knees ;  and  make  straight  paths  for  your 
fcet.*^  ***Who  is  among  yon  that  feareth  the  Lor^anA 
obejeth  the  voice  of  His  servant :  that  walketh  id  darkness^ 
and  hath  no  light  f^  Who  is  there  «nong  you  that  hmlh  fled 
for  refbge  to  tiie  hope  of  the  Gospel,  and  is  living*  bg^  tmA 
in  tMf  Son  of  God  r  bnt  at  the  same  time  is  troubled  "witit 
doubts,  is  harassed  with  fbars  as  to  his  final  conditiom^  as  to 
his  perseverance  In  hcrfiness,  as  to  his  endurisg  uoto  the 
end  ?  Distressed  and  afflicted  Seal,  mayest  thou  receive  all 
the  consolation,  all  the  encouragement,  which  the  sohjed  be- 
fore us  is  80  evidently  calculated  and  designed  to  flimiab, 
and  which  I  wifl  humbly  endeavor  to  administer* 

When  looking  at  thy  sins,  when  oonlemplating  thy*  ene- 
mies, when  surveying  thy  difllettlties,  in  times  of -pecaliar 
darkness,  in  seasons  of  unusual  temptation,  Aon  art  feady 
to  fear  that  then  shalt  be  overcome  i^  last :  then  art  ready 
to  cry  out  with  David  under  the  impreisien  of  simili^  ap- 
prehensions, ^'  I'shtH  one  day  Ml  by  the  band  of  BasuL** 
*  My  enemy  wilF  previdi  ageinst  ate*'  •  Bat  oppeae  these 
feai-s.    Hciiist  these  iq^rebeifsions.  -  Meet  them  witir  the 
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mmmiingB9ggb9M  in  ibt  text.  C«tt*to  nOad  wbat  iaitefie 
fSBt  have  bten  the  Lord's  grecious  dealiiiSB  with  thee» 
When  He  tot  found  tbee^  when  wast  thoui  Jlnd  imiat  west 
ttHNi?  Thou  w«st  in  a  state  of  alienatien  from  Himi  aneo* 
fmj  to  His  aothority^  a  rebel  to  His  government  But  He 
9fmA  thee  in  this  state.  He  did  not  bring  on  thee  the 
fteveeneas  of  His  wrath.  He  pitied^  He  had  conpession  on 
tke«.  He  called  thee  to  Htiaself  by  His  gospel.  He  die** 
poeed  thy  heart  to  obey  the  caU»  and  to  return  onto  Hiuw 
lie  accepted  thee  when  then  soaghtest  His  favor.  He  mani- 
Asted  His  loving-kindness  to  thee^  and  graciously  placed 
thee  anof^  His  eMdren.  He  has  taught  thee  to  pray  to 
Biaif  to  hope  in  His  mercy,  to  trust  to  His  promises,  to  walk 
in  His  ways.  He  has  so|q^rted  thee  when  heavy-laden* 
Pfe  has  revived  thee  when  fiuotiag.  He  hath  reclaimed 
thee  when  wandering.  He  hath  helped  thee  to  this  very 
^aj.  And  now,  after  all  this  display  of  His  distinguishing 
grace  and  goodness  to  thy  soul ;  after  these  so  many  proo& 
it  His  compassion  and  faithfulness,  is  it  likely,  is  it  reason- 
aUe,  is  it  possible  to  suppose,  that  He  will  leave  thee  and 
forsake  thee,  and  cast  thee  off  for  ever  ?  Surely  what  He 
kaOi  already  done  for  thee,  is  a  pledge  of  what  He  will  yet 
fU  for  thee.  If  He  has  already  made  thee  of  a  rebel  a 
friend  $  of  an  enemy  a  child ;  much  more  will  He  now  pror 
aerve,  and  keep,  and  bless,  and  save  thee  to  the  end.  Then 
lay  aside  thy  fe^rs ;  fears^  so  unreasonable  in  themselves,  so 
diehonoraUe  to  thy  Saviour.  Watt  upon  Him  in  faith  and 
prayer.  Rely  on  His  mercy  and  truth.  So  shalt  thou  be 
strengtbeaed  with  might  by  His  spirit  in  the  inner  roan. 
00  shall  tlqr  peace,  and  hope,  and  joy,  be  greatly  increased. 
So  ehaK  tlmu  find  vest  unto  thy  eoidi  and  shalt  go  on  thy 
way  Ti^oicing. 

Botthoaj^  this  be  the  ekief  use,  which  we  should  make 
of  the  nibject  beGtNre  us^  it  is  not  the  enfy  purpose  to  which 
il  nmy  he  profitably  applied.  It  sufg^ests  some  serious 
Jfoaniderations  af  a  gMMra)  aatnre,  (t  peminds  us  off  of 
0nrnataral  state.  Itremlndn  up  that  we  have  all  been  in 
a  state  of  Imstility  towards  Ood,  of  alimiation  from  Him,  ctf 
rvbeUoii  agunst  Him.  We  hme  been  enemies  to  ^im.— ^ 
Bnt  are  vmeiSl  pnemies  to  Him  7  Is  this  our  state  at  pre- 
nenft?  Or  liave  we  been  reoonciled  unto  Ood?  Have  we 
made  <H|r  peiiee  with  Hini  7  Are  vfe  no  Ioniser  ei|en|i«S|  hqt 
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tSkmiB ;  mo  logger  rebeb^  but  cUMren  7  If  tbis  be  not  the 
cftse ;  if  we  are  still  opposed  to  Q0A9  and  at  variance  with 
Bim ;  O  let  08  consider  our  state^  and  our  danger.  Let 
US  so  consider  these  things,  that  we  may  flee  from  the  wrath 
to  come.  Let  us  make  peace  with  our  adversary  while  yet 
we  are  in  the  way  with  Him*  A  door  of  recortciliatioh  is 
open.  All  things  are  now  ready.  iBy  the  declarations  o^ 
Scripture,  by  the  voice  of  His  Ministers,  the  Lord  is  daily 
saying  to  us,  ^  Be  ye  reconciled  unto  me.*  **  Take  hold  of 
ny  strength  that  ye  may  nmke  peace  with  me,  and  ye  shall 
make  peace  with  me.*^ 

Perhaps  you  say,  *  We  are  reconciled  untq  God.  We 
think,  we  hope,  that  we  have  made  our  peace  with  Him.^ 
See  then,  that  ye  have  really  made  it'  Deceive  not  your- 
selves with  a  vain  presumption.  Bear  it  constantly  in  mind^ 
that  there  can  be  no  real  reconciliation  with  God  unless 
there  be  also  an  habitual  separation  from  sin.  God  and  sin 
can  never  be  reconciled.  If  you  are  reconciled  unto  God^ 
you  must  have  put  away  sin.  Chri^t^s  salvation  is  a  salva- 
tion from  sin,  from  tlie  practice,  from  the  power,  from  the 
love  of  it  True  Religion  begins  with  ^e  conversion  of 
the  heart  from  sin  to  (xod,  and  proceeds  with  the  gradual 
renovation  of  our  nature,  and  with  its  restoration  to  the 
Divine  Image  and  likeness  in  righteousness  and  irue  IkA- 
ness.  The  true  Christian  is  one,  who  being  <  regenerated, 
and  ma^e  the  Child  of  God  by  adoption  and  grace,  is  dail^ 
renewed  by  His  Holy  Spirit'  Is  this  ffour  Religion  I  Is 
this  your  experience  of  its  power  and  influence  on  yo«r 
soul  ?  Till  this  be  in  some  measure  the  case,  the  Scriptures 
give  you  no  reason  to  think  that  you  are  as  yet  reconciled 
unto  God.  *'  The  Grace  of  G<kl,  which  bringeth  salvatiiHI, 
teacheth  us,  that  denying  all  ungodliness  and  worldly  losti, 
we  should  live  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly  in  this  pre- 
sent world,  Ioo*-<iing  for  that  blessed  hope,  and  the  glorioos 
appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ; 
who  gave  Himself  for  us,  that  He  might  redeem  us  from  all 
jniqiiity,  and  purify  us  mnto  Himself  a  peculiar  people,  zeal- 
ous of  good  works.'' 
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SERMON  XJOSL 

On  tbo  Sin  of  SweariB^f 

THE  Moral  Law,  or  the  Law  of  the  Ten 
Conmiaiidmeiitm  in  which  form  it  wa3  published  at  Mount 
Sinid,  18  calcalfUed  to  answer  two  important  ends  in  sub- 
aerriency  to  the  Covenant  of  Grace.  First,  it  is  a  power- 
ful Listniment  by  which  the  Spirit  convinces  men  of  sin, 
«id  60  leads  them  to  seek  refuge  in  the  Gospel.  Second- 
ly, it  is  a  Rule  for  the  conduct  of  Believers,  and  furnishes 
them  with  a  qiiritual  Standard  for  trying  the  sincerity  of 
tlieir  profession  ;  and  for  measuring  the  extent  of  dieir  obe* 
dience.  These  were  the  uses  of  the  moral  Law,  under  the 
Jtewish  Dispensation  ;  and  the  same  are  still  Its  uses  under 
the  Christian.  Under  the  Jewish  Dispensation,  indeed, 
tliese  mils  were  by  degrees  totally  defeated  by  the  corrupt 
l^oases  and  falae  interpretations  which  the  Triests  and 
Scribes  put  on  the  sacred  text ;  so  that  by  the  time  at  which 
our  Savfoor  came  into  the  worid,  '^  they  had  made  the  word 
iif  God  of  none  efltet  throuigh  their  traditions.^  Stripped 
of  its  8|^tnal  meaning,  and  even  circumscribed  in  its  liter- 
al 8enj9e,  the  Law  was  neither  useful  for  reprodf,  nor  pro- 
fttaUefor  instruction  in  righteousness.  One  object,  tbere*- 
fere,  of  Clirist's  Mini^ftry  was  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  to 
restore  the  Law  to  its  origimd  purity  and  legitimate  use. 
Acoordini^y,  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  having  solemnly 
doelared,  that^'  He  was  not  come  to  destroy  the  Law,  but 
to  fUHl  {t  ;^  he  proceeded  to  expose  in  several  instances 
that  corrupt  mode  of  interpretation,  wliich  was  become  so 
prevdctit :  and  at  the  same  time  to  point  out  the  true  mean- 
log  and  spiritual  importance  of  the  Divine  Law.  Among 
other  instances  Ho  selected  the  way  in  which  they  explain- 
ed, and  by  their  explfinationf  in  bctf  made  void  the  Third 
Commandment  ^<  Thou  shatt  n^t  talce  the  Nana  of  the 
;^rd  thy  God  hi  vain.^ 
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The  Prohibitioii  here  giTen,  was  evidratlj  designed  te 
wtend  to  every  disrespectfal  and  irreverent  mention  of  the 
Name  of  God,  and  of  things  connected  with  Him,  accord- 
ing to  that  further  es^litation  of  iii*  Commandment  in 
I^evlticns,  **  Ye  shall  not  swear  by  my  name  falsely ;  neither 
shalt  thon  profane  the  Name  of  thy  God.  I  am  the  Lord.''^^ 
But  how  did  the  Jews  explain  this  Law  t  Th^  restricted  ite 
nleaning  to  the  first  part  of  the  explication,  and  totally  omit^ 
ted  the  second.  They  represented  it  as  merely  saying,  ^*  thon 
shalt  not  forswear  thyself,  but  shdt  perform  unto  the  Lord 
tiiy  vows,*'  Thns,  by  their  interpretation  they  made  void 
the  Law,  fof  by  limiting  the  prohibition  e^dnsively  to  per- 
joryit  and  to  the  breaking  of  vowsi  they  indirectly^  at  leas^ 
gave  a  licence  to  the  custom  of  profane  swearing,  and  to  tlie 
introduction  of  oaths  into  common  conversation,  or  on  un- 
necessary occasions,  as  if  these  practices  were  not  equally 
fbrbidden  in  the  original  Commandment,  and  were  not  equal- 
ly a  violation  of  its  holy  and  spiritual  injunctions.  In  op- 
position then  to  this  defective  and  most  mischievous  explsr 
nation  of  the  Law,  our  Lord  declared  in  the  text,  ^  But  I 
say  unto  you,  Swear  not  at  all.'^  And  theUf  lest  it  ahonld 
be  supposed  that  this  interpretation,  however  comi>reben- 
sive^  referred  only  to  the  irreverent  mention  of  the  Divine 
Kame,  and  not  to  every  kind  and  description  of  profane 
imprecatiott  and  oath.  Be  added,  '^  neither  by  Heaven,  for 
U  is  God*s  Thf^ne :  nor  by  the  earth,  for  it  is  His  footstool  t 
neither  by  Jerusalem,  for  it  is  the  City  of  the  great  King :, 
neitlier  shalt  thou  sweaf  by  thy  bead,  because  thou  canst  not 
make  one  hair  white  or  black.'^ 

Such  was  the  occasion  on  which  our  Lord  delivered  the 
admonition  in  the  text, ''  Swear  not  all  -J*  and  wouldf  that 
there  were  no  occasion  at  these  times  to  repeat  the  admoni* 
fioD !  But  alas  !  '<  Because  of  swearing  the  land  moumeth.'' 
That  corrupt  interpretation  of  the  Commandment*  whi^k 
was  autboritatiyely  taught  among  the  Jews,  is  practically  a- 
dopted  by  the  great  bulk  of  nominal  Christians :  and  num- 
bers of  those,  who  would  be  afraid  and  ashamed  of  commit- 
ting perjury,  are  not  afraid  or  ashamed  of  habitually  pro- 
foning  the  name  of  God.  Indeed,  the  practice  of  Swearing; 
^nd  the  consequent  violatioa  of  the  Tbi^  Commandmbnt, 

*  LevkicQB,  six.  13. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


t25 

pwfifc  teftnait  dreadftl  nrf«ii«M  aactaom  extent} 
aad  is  a  mdancfaolyy  Iivt  decisive  proof  of  the  IMtle  reel  in* 
ftaicey  wbick  true  Religion  has  on  the  ntnAi  of  a  very 
hrg^  proportion  of  tiioee  whokeer  tbo  GkrielUtn  Name.  It 
i»  tUa  consideratioa  of  the  prendenee  and  magiJtnde  of  tha 
•in  in  question^  that  has  determined  me,  on  the  present  oc- 
easiotty  to  hrtng  it  more  imniedtaMy  and  disfincHy  helbre 
yon«  And  may  tine  Lord,  whose  Name  is  Holy,  and  wlio  la 
freody  to  he  feared  in  the  Congregation  of  Hfo  Sabtts,  gra* 
ekMudy  assist  me  in  the  espoeition  of  His  Law,  and  power* 
jhUy  apply  it  to  your  hearts  and  consciences,  for  correctton 
•r  iostrttction  in  Righteonsness  according  to  yoar  sererd 
wants,  cases,  and  circudistaaces ! 
I  ahaH  endeavor, 

I.  To  explain  and  iHustrate  the  Sin  in  question. 

II.  Tb  shew  its  aggravated  ChiBt 

HL  T6  point  oat  the  awful  State  of  those  wbopractbeit 
I.  The  Sin  in  question  b  one  of  those  which  are  called 
shM  of  Out  tongue ;  for  it  is  committed  hy  that  nnmly  mem* 
her.  But  sins  of  tlie  toi^e,  like  all  other  sins,  take  thtir 
rise  in  ibp  heart  It  is  ^  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  hearty 
that  Hm  mouth  speaketh/'  The  language  of  the  lips  is  but 
an  hidlcatbn  of  the  state  of  the  heart.  This  point  most  he 
Gonstantty  kept  in  view  during  the  whole  of  our  discussionf 
or  wo  diall  at  last  arrive  at  only  very  imperfect  ideas  on  the 
salgect-— Our  present  business,  however,  is  with  the  overt 
iie<  of  the  Sin,  which  consists  in  pn^aning  the  Mme  of  SodL 
To  pr^fimt  sacred  things  is  to  treat  them  as  if  they  were . 
common  and  unholy.  To  profane  the  Jfame  of  Gbd  is  to 
hMft  it  in  this  way ;  to  use  it  with  irreverence  and  con« 
tempt ;  to  speak  of  God,  and  of  things  relating  to  Htm  in 
aa  irreligious  and  ungodly  manner,  witliout  any  awful  im« 
pression  on  the  mind  of  His  Presence,  His  Majesty,  and  Hie 
fioKnesB. — ^This  is  the  Sin  in  question  i  hnt  for  the  clearer 
explanation  of  it,  I  will  consider  it  under  three  distinct  and 
principal  branches. 

I.  One  branch  of  this  Sin,  and  a  very  evident  breach  of 
tteDivine  Commandment,  is  cursing  and  swearing.  Under 
flua  head  are  to  be  ranged  those  hon4d  imprecations  by 
which  persons  express  the  passion  and  enmity  of  tbei^ 
hearts,  and  invoke  the  Divine  vengeance  on  themselves  and 
others.     Under  this  head,  also,  arc  to  he  placed  those  bias- 
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fk&mom  and  iajioit  mfitiuloiis,  wbich  mm  inkrmiXi^ 
Vfittk  their  kngytgey  and  bj  which  they  attempt  to  give  ei- 
ther point  or  weight  to  their  discourse.  But  on  this  bend 
there  is  no  occasion  to  enlarge.  Cursing  and  swearing  a|» 
unfortuaateljr  too  weU  iLnown  among  us,  to  require  any  ie» 
tailed  explanation. 

SL  Another  branch  of  the  Sin  in  question,  is  the  &niiiKar 
and  irreverent  introduction  of  oaths  into  common  conversa- 
tiMif  and  about  tile  common  concerns  of  life.  The  taking 
of  an  oath  is  a  religious  adt  It  is  a  solemn  appeal  to  God^ 
who  seeth  and  searcheth  the  heart,  as  to  the  truth  and  sin- 
aerify  of  our  words  and  professions.  Whenever  therefom 
we  are  UmfkUy  put  to  our  oath^  we  should  yet  remember, 
that  it  is  to  be  taken  witti  that  i^verential  awe  and  religioos 
impression  wbteh  tbesolemnity  imposes.  To  introduce  then 
this  act  of  religion  into  our  common  intercourse  with  one 
another^  is  a  great  pro&natbn.  To  invoke  Ood  to  witness 
liie  tnith  of  ottr  words,  or  to  use  expressions  equivalent  to 
fuch  an  invocation^  when  no  oath  is  lawfully  required  of  ns, 
when  no  rdigious  feeling  is  entertained,  when  nothing  but 
the  eataUishing  of  our  own  veracity,  on  some  disputed  pointy 
or  in  respect  to  some  worldly  matter,  is  in  view,  is  evident* 
ly  to  vidale  both  the  letter  Mid  the  spirit  of  the  command- 
ment ;  to  take  the  Name  of  the  Lord  our  God  in  vain.'^ 
It  is  to  nse  sacred  things  as  if  they  were  common :  to  treat 
the  Miyesty  of  God  with  lightness  and  contempt ;  and  con- 
seqnentiy  to  profane  His  holy  Name. 

a.  A  third  branch  of  this  Sin  consists  in  mingling  relig- 
fams  language  in  our  common  discourse  without  any  corres- 
ponding feelings  in  our  heart  To  this  head  we  may  refer 
the  light  and  inconsiderate  nse  of  such  ejaculations  as  these, 
<  <jk>d  Mess  me !'  ^  The  Lord  have  mercy  on  me  !'  ^  As  I 
hoped  to  be  saved  V  and  snch  like  expressions  :  expressions, 
which  are  common  indeed  in  the  months  of  men,  but  which, 
when  used  without  becoming  seriousness  of  mind,  as  is  too 
generally  the  case,  are  little  better  than  a  profane  mockery 
of  real  piety.  To  the  same  dass  we  may  also  refer  the  ir- 
reverent ^mention  of  sacred  words,  such  as  ^' God,**  and. 
<*  Christ,'*  and  ••Lordj'^and  **  Heaven,"  and  many  others 
«f  a  like  description,  which  men  use  as  mere  unmeaning  ex- 
clamationa,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up,  or  of  connecting 
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'  llieir  ordinary  discourse :  but  all  of  which  are  Tjolatiras  of 
flie  dtTine  commandmentt  and  profane  the  Name  of  God. 

Such  is  the  Siuy  against  which  we  are  so  strongly  admon- 
bhed  in  the,  text.  <<I  say  unto  you.  Swear  not  at  all."  I 
now  proceed^ 

IL  To  shew  its  aggravated  GruUt 

Every  transgression  of  the  law  is  ain^  and  briqgs  gnilt 
on  the  transgressor. .  But  every  sin  is^not  of  equal  magni- 
tudOf  nor  iiivolves  the  triolsgresaor  in  equal  guilt  Some 
ains  are  more  aggravated  than  othera»  and  bring  with  them 
a  larger  share  of  guUt.  Such  is  the  case  with  the  Sin  be- 
fore  us.  It  is  a  great  and  an  aggravated  9in»  and  oonsa- 
quently  entails  a  proportionate  dcfree  of  Gtnlt  This  r^ 
resentation  will  be  fuUy  proved  from  the  three  fblUwiiig  con- 
'siderations  of  its  nature  and  quality. 

1.  It  is  a  gratuitous  Sin. 

Bj  a  gnduitaus  sin,  I  mean,  a  sin  wantonly  committed, 
without  any  of  those  indacements  by  which  men  are  usually 
drawn  into  the  commission  of  evil.  Temptatioa  indeed^ 
DO  jnstiication  of  sin.  A  man  ctanot  plead  indefiniee  of  a 
i^ul  action,  that  he  was  tempted  to  commit  it.  But  yet  U 
is  evident^  that  the  ^irduB^tances.undfii^  which  a  nan  is  in- 
diiced  to  the  commission  of  a  sin,  has  a  tendency  in  somo 
degree  to  mcrease  or.  to  diminish,  the  relative  guilt  of  iti 
The  Sin  of  Peter  in  denying  Christ,  was  doubtless  a  vmy 
heinous  bflence,  yet  being  committed  under  the  immediate 
io^ression  of  a  sudden  and  personal  fear,  strilces  us  as  less 
aggrS^vated  in  its  guilt,  than  that  of  Judas  $  who,  from  the 
sordid  love  of  gain,  deliberately  bargained  to  sell  his  master. 
But  the  Sin  of  which  we  are  speaking,  is  totally  void  of  any 
inducement  at  alL  No  man  can  ple^d  in  ^cteauation  of  the 
guilt  of  Swearion  even  the  poor  excuse  which  strong  Tenq^ 
tation  furnishes.  It  is  a  Sin  which  offers  no  gratification  to 
pride,  to  lust,  or  to  covetousness.  It  holds  put  to  those  who 
commit  it  no  prospect  of  credit,  of  pleasure,  or  of  profit* 
They  cannot  say  that  they  are  the  greater,  the  happier,  or 
the  richer,  for  profaning  the  Name  of  6od»  It  is  a  sin  al- 
together gratuitous ;  the  mere  overflowings  of  ungodliness  ; 
the  spontaneous  effusion  of  the  enmity  -and  abomination  of 
the  heart:  a  Sin,  which  men  are  under  no  solicitation  to 
commit,  and  which  they  can  only  commit  for  the  sake  of 
sinning. 
.     .Vol.  Uw  »9 
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Bvery  Bin  may  b^  iftid  in  om  seme  io  te  wiHU :  for  it 
19  conmiUed  at  the  time  with  the  cofisetft  •f  tke  will.     It  is 
this  consent  in  btcU  which  constitules  the  verjr  ebsenee  of 
Sin.     If  the  will  do  not  yield  to  a  teaptation>  no  gaitt  is 
contracted :  bat  no  sooner  does  Ihe  will  consent,  than  the 
sin  is  Yittnally  coiMiitled»  and  the  Sod  guity  hethihd  Ood. 
^.-~4latiirj{^  in  the  sense^  in  which  I  am  osing  the  word^ 
has  a  stiH  stimiger  meaning.     It  means  a  jwedetennteatioA 
«rttie  Win  to  comniK  sin  $  an  habMnal  readiness  of  mind  to 
cwiply  with  tfie  sngf^stion  to  e^,  whenever  it  oocnn ;  a* 
oboHnale  adherence  to  ttie  praclloe  eS  it,  without  any  s^ri^ 
ons  atlenpt  or  failenitioa  to  disoontinne  and  oppose  it    Kov 
It  is  ohvhnis  that  sin  ccnnittod  under  sucii  cHrcumstaiwMiy 
and  with  such  a  disposition,  in  of  «  nature  pecidiarty  aj^ppa^ 
vated.     Yet  such  is  the  case  with  tlie  sin  helbre  ws.     It  is 
in  theeense  here  given,  a  wUfd  Sin.    It  is  ooiMiAtled,  not 
only  with  thitf  «onseot  of  the  wtll,h«t  withont  any  serieus 
effort  or  desire  to  prevent  the  comntiiBion  of  it    Persons 
ftideed  are  apt  to  deny  this  position*    They  are  reoiiy  «o 
iay>  that  whea  they  ewear  or  prefhne  the  Name^  God»  it  ia 
gnoeraily  HiAthoiit  any  mnsning  atail,  and  ihomfft!^  certain- 
Ir  tMthout  any  ddibeeato  or  evil  intonMon  $  that  the  worda 
eooape  from  their  lips  before  <}iey  are  aware  $  aad  oven 
against  their  wiohes$  and  that  so  far  froai  the  oflimee being 
witftil  and  pretoeAtated,  it  has  not  e^en  the  4iMent  of  the 
witl.--»-^B«t  these  ivpreoentations  are  not  true.    In  i^Ms- 
hMon  of  them  we  may  adduos  the  following  proof.     Lit  4i 
person  the  mosA  addicted  to  this  sin,  be  in  the  company  of 
one  of  Ms  feUow^cUDSlmres,  whose  authority  he  kuM,  or 
whose  (kvor  he  desires ;  let  him  be  in  the  presence  of  hia 
Mssler,  of  his  miniater,  or  of  a  magistrate  t  and  what  is  the 
ooiise^fnence  i  He  refrains  his  tongue  from  evil.     He  seta  a 
watch  over  the  door  of  his  mouth,  that  he  offend  not     He 
cMecks  bis  sinful  propensity ;  and  jbr  file  time  abstaias  ftt>m 
the  ose  of  profonc  language.     Is  not  this  notoiiously  Ihe 
case  ?  And  if  it  be  so^  is  it  not  also  notmoosly  the  casey 
that  he  might  at  iUl  times  abstain  from  this  practice,  and 
checic  this  propensity,  if  he  wcm  so  disposed  ?  Does  not  this 
one  circumstance  prove  tliat  the  fault  is  in  tlie  Will :  and 
thut  if  this  Sin  is  practised,  the  practice  arises  from  the 
Will  not  being  steadfastly  and  habitaally  set  against  it?  R 
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m  evidMt  tb«t  the  Witt  not  otOy  CMsemts  to  tW  8tn,  kut  19 
abft  preijouBly  ready  ta  oomttit  it  And  wii«ti»a  mo  thus 
CMMritted  biiia  Witfid  Bimi 

3»  F«rtter,  U  is  tk  pr$$w^fhum$  Sku 

By  «  praHwpliiQMfiiQ  is  ueant  a  via  of  a  vwy  daring 
aiA  aaHgimftt  nature :  a  sin  oommilted,  m  it  wer9»  in  d^ 
ftnnee  of  Gad,  and  a^Mnst  ligh^  knoiriedge,  and  conviction 
Snnly  sins  ottUa  description  mast  brine;  with  theas  a  goilt 
iif  paoriiar  iggravi^ion.  But  of  tbiadascription  i84ho.Sin 
i»  the  tet  It  ia  a  ain  iaunediakily  conautted  againfit  Qod 
HiaisalC.  Every  sin  indeed  is  an  attack  mafia  iqpon  God» 
Jtol  the  Sin  of  aaiearing  and  planning  the  Name  of  God  is 
an  attack  made  on  llim»  not  in  the  ptraon  of  His  creatures^ 
hat  in  Sia  ovn  Pevaon :  it  is  an  attack  directly  made  on  bis 
M^|eBl^  and  Holiness;  and  made  too  in  open  opposition  to 
His  coamandsy  and  in  a  dariag  daftance  of  Hia  threatantngs. 
Under  both  dispensations  God  has  most  sdaamly  and.  ex* 
praasly  forbidden  Uie  practice  of  this  Sin — nnder  the  Jewish 
djifenoation  i^  a  veica  from  haaTen»  and  in  wards,  written 
with  Hia  own  finger  on  a  Tabk>  of  Stone,  **  Thoa  ahait  not 
Mka  the  Name  of  the  Lord  Thy  God  in  vain ;"— under  the 
CfavisliaD^  by  Hia  Son^  whom  He  sent  from  heaven  and  baa 
oamattnded  oa  to  hear ;  and  whose  words  are  thesa^  ^*  I  say 
auto  yan«  SaFcar  not  at  all.''  Nor  are  any  persons^  who  have 
the  light  of  the  Gespei  anMind  them,  so  ignorant  as  not  to 
know  these  thti^.  The  ways  in  which  they  q^ak  of  this 
8kh  in  which,  as  we  have  seen,  at  soma  times  thsy  alto^ 
gather  refirain  from  it,  and  at  other  times  endearor  to  as^ 
onsa  niid  palUsle  it^  all  plainly  abew,  thsEt  thqr  kuma  the 
pradice  cf  it  to  be  wrong*  They  know  and  are  eonvinoed 
in  their  own  conscience^  that  God  baa  forbidden  them  ta 
take  His  Name  in  yain.  But  notwithstanding  tliis  knowlf> 
odga  and  coovicti^,  tbay  dare  to  brei|k  the  command,  and 
frasomptnonaly  sin* 

JPram  thin  detoilfd  view  of  the  nature  ^nd  qaalityofthe 
Sin  in  qneation,  we  may  form  some^t  conceptions  of  itp 
nngnitnde.  Jtt  is  a  Sin^  graUMmUf  wiyWt  and  prewmftmu^. 
Bear  girent  then,  how  ag§p»vated  mnst  ba  its  Gailt ! 

lU,  I  point  out  the  awful  State  of  those  who  pmctiae 
Pus  Sin. 

On  this  bead  there  can  be  little  necessity  for  enlarging. 
If  sack,  as  we  have  seen,  be  the  aggravated  Guilt  of  profan- 
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ing  the  Nane  of  God,  isostfivfid  indeed  mmi  he  Urn  sttte 
of  those,  wbo  practise  tku  Sin.  Some  few  obsertatiMo 
howeyer  leay  serve  to  iUnstnite  md  enfute  tins  a^ndiuioii* 
I.  Tlie  State  of  tlioee  who  practise  Am  smi  mast  be 
BMst  awfid,  because  God  has,  in  aa  ^Dspedal  mamiery^^de* 
'BOQttced  his  voageanee  agafaiat  thonu  He  lias  soleaEialy 
declared,  that  ^<  He  wiU  not  hold  theai  gaHtkas**'  No«p 
iUs  oKpressioB  impliea  much  more  than  it  may  at  first  sigU 
seem  to  denote.  When  the  Abnigfatjr  says,  tliat  «  He  wiH 
not  hold  them  gullttess,'^  He  intends  to  declare,  in  a  manner 
peeidiarlj  strong  and  impressive,  that  He  w«K  hold  th$m 
gu^.  He  will  not  overlook  their  sin.  He  wttl  not  foif^ 
it  He  will  write  it  in  his  book.  He  will  treasure  it  in  bis 
memory.  He  wiU  one  day  bring  tbem  into  ju^^^ment ;  wiU 
call  them  to  account  for  tbekr  pn^ne  and  cbntemptoons 
disregard  of  his  Majesty  and  Power ;  will  convict  and  con- 
demn them  before  the  assembled  univ erse ;  and  will  ftnaliy 
pour  out  upon  them  fais  wrath  to  tiie  uttermost  Thus  Hid 
Will  hold  them  guilty.  In  proof  of  God's  peculiar  iiidigna*> 
tmn  against  this  sin,  do  we  not  occasionally  witness,  even 
in  this  life,  some  exampks  of  bts  judgm^rt  on  thooe  who 
are  guilty  of  it  ?  Have  ^m  not  sofliettmeB  heard  of  sinnen 
of  this  description,  who  in  the  midst  of  their  oaths  and  im- 
precations kaVe  beisn  cut  off  by  some  sudden  and  signal  dis- 
play of  Almighty  vengeance^  and  have  been  sent  in  a  mo* 
meat  into  eternity  with  blasphemy  in  tbdr  mouths,  mid 
with  all  their  guilt  upon  their  heads?  Such  things  have 
been  $  and  whenever  they  do  occur,  in  a  most  striking  taksk- 
per,  they  admonisb  us  of  the  awful  state  of  tht>se  who  praeu 
Use  this  sin,  and  on  whom  the  wrath  of  God  abidetbw  Sure* 
ly  the  following  paamge  from  the  Book  of  Psalms,  in  wMek 
the  impiety  a^  the  doom  of  these  sinners  are  so  strongly 
depicted,  is  siificient  to  strike  twror  into  the  soul  of  tho 
most  hardraed  swearer.  <<  As  be  loved  coriring,  sb  let  it 
come  unto  him:  as  he  delighted  not  in  blessing,  so  let  it 
be  far  from  him.  As  he  clothed  himself  wM  cnndng,  lika 
as  with  his  garment ;  so  let  it  come  iMohis  boweb  JSkt 
water,  and  like  oil  into  bis  bones.  Lei  it  be  unto  him  as 
the  garment  virhfeb  covereth  him,  and  for  a  girtte  wheiw- 
^ith  he  is  girded  continually.''*  , 

*  Psalm,  ciz.ir,  18,19. 
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iB.  Tbe  State  of  those  w1k>  prftdise  tkis  sin  amst  be  rery 
gwUkf  iiMMMMicli  as  H  is  a  state  of  ripemsB  and  fitness  for  de- 
fliractioa.  Wben  Jadas  the  traitor  dted,  it  is  said  of  hiiii,^be 
fid  hy  traa^ressioDy  that  he  might  go  to  his  own  place.^'* 
His  piaoe  was  hell,  the  {dace  ef  torment  and  punishment ; 
and  it  is  catted  Ids  own  flace,  because  it  was  the  place,  and 
tke  ^1y  plaoe  fmr  whteh  he  was  fitted.  It  was  the  place  pre- 
pared for  Mm  and  soiled  to  him ;  tiie  phioe,  where  he  would 
SMct  with  wickedness  congenial  to  his  own. — ^And  when  pro* 
Ikme  and  impioos  swearers  die»  whither  will  thej  go  ?  What 
jtuce  is  reserved  for  them  I  They  most  go  to  <<  VMr  own 
fkKzJ*  And  what  place  is  this  hot  Hell  \  the  only  place 
fiv  wbieb  thqr  are  fitted  and  prepared  ?  Already  they  breathe 
tte  sentiments^  and  speidL  the  langaage  of  Hell;  Already 
tbey  show  their  congenlalUy  with  thb  plaeeof  sin  and  blas« 
pbrnny.  This  is  tteir  ptace  thent  fo  which  they  most  eri* 
d«nUy  go.  There  only  wiU  they  meet  with  assodates  and 
ettplojrinents  adapM  to  flieir  taste  and  natnre.  Thore^ 
witti  the  devH  mA  bis  angds,  wili  they  be  tormented  day 
and  nighty  and  will  gnaw  their  tongues  for  pain,  and  wilt 
curse  and  blaspheme  the  Oed  of  Heaven  for  ever. — ^Is  it  net 
tti  awfal  8ti^  indeed  to  be  fit  and  ripe  for  soch  a  place  ? 

S.  To  practise  this  sin  is  to  be  in  a  most  awfal  State,  ba- 
cause  il  is  a  certain  sign  of  an  onregenerate  condition.  N0 
■mo  who  profoaes  the  name  of  God  can  be  the  child  of  Qod. 
I- will  adtee  two,  oat  of  many  proofb,  in  support  of  this 


Those  who  are  bom  of  God  have  ttie  foar  of  Him  ii| 
their  hearts.  It  is  a  pmrt  of  that  new  wbA  h(dy  nature] 
wMdi  in  regeneration  they  have  received.  Be  hi^  taught 
thaa  to  fear  Ms  name.  How  then  can  they  profone  it  ? 
Bbw  can  they  speak  lightly  of  Oat  CMl,  whom  as  a  Father 
tliey  Tfaerat^  and  love  with  every  pioas  and  devoot  dlbc- 
tfoa  ?  Thqr  cannot  do  it  Those  who  commit  this  sm^ 
ffadaly  testify  that  they  have  no  fear  of  God  before  their 
igw.  Thqr  staad  in  awe  of  men,  and  in  fhnt  presence 
wB abstain  foom  oaths;  hot  they  stand  nirt  in  awe  of  Ood, 
mm  are  afirmid  in  J9b  preseace  to  swear.  How  then  can 
tb^  be  bis  children  ?  ^  Thi^  are  of  their  Father  tbe  Devil, 
and  the  Works  of  their  Father  ttwy  wUI  do.*^ 

•  Aoti,  L  35, 
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Again  we  sapp  aptpuiy  toU»  tliftt  '^  «boioev«r  is  b^rn 
pf  Q^if  Mk  mf4  coumii  aim"*  He  nay  be  ^ccaiioiMiyry 
overtaken  by  a  CmiU.  By  inadveHtaiDe  or  aavpriae  bet  may 
enter  ioto  teMptatien.  But  he  wiH  not  eenuait  ain  $  he<ivttl 
not  ftnowii^»  ai(ow«<Uy»  amk  ftaMf iin% pnicfag  any  evil  wify, 
Nay^  it  is  ad4e4  ^  be  GamMt  siHn  b^ansa  be  ia  bom  oC 
God."  The  new  nature^  whieh  in  re^iaeratian  he  baa  n* 
caived  from  Grod,  is  holy  tn^  ila  princifriay  and  will  not  attaw 
bifli  to  live  in  sin.  Bora  of  the  Sfdrit^  He  walks  in  the 
Hfiritf  and  ^nnoit  wilfiiUy  and  prriawfitiniaaliy  atn  againal 
Him.  Tliose  who  thus  sia  are  aot  bom  of  Ood.  Those 
who  practise  any  sin,  and  eonsequentty  the  sia  ia  the  teisi, 
give  ample  and  unequivocal  proof  that  tbcy  are  atitt  im  a 
(oaroaU  an  onrcgonerate  slate ;  a  fteta^  In  whieh  Ibey  cafR« 
net  please  God  ;  astate^  in  whieh  if  Ibay  ooRtiniie^  alt  tbt 
mercies  of  Giod  can  have  no  other  efiect^  than  to  sink  (beat 
into  deeper.and  heavier  condemnation. 

And  now  my  bretbrent  what  say  fea  t«  those  thiafa  I 
Are  yoa  practtsiag  the  Sia  which  has  be^  ezplalaed  i  An) 
yoa  involved  in  the  aggravated  Guyt  of  it  ?  Are  you  in  the 
gwfid  state  wbioli  bas  been  descaibed  I  Wbes  t  cenaaider  how 
\try  widely  tlie  dj^eadfal  practice  of  pra&nkig  the  Naste  of 
Ged  prevaile ;  wbe»  1  know  bow  gsAandly  oar  towas  and 
yctlagosyour  streets  and  lanesy  oat  fields  and  houses^  rmonad 
wUh  oaths  and  imprecatiaiis^  with  prefaoe  and  imp*e«B 
language*  I  cannot  bat  greatly  fear,  that  soma  of  yen  at 
toast  are  too  deeply  concerned  in  the  truths  which  have  been 
stated.  O  rememberi  if  your  conscieaee  at  this  moOMtt 
bears  testimony  against  you^  and  tdls  you  with  a  voice* 
which  yoa  cannot  misunderstawd^  that  you  are  ote  of  those 
who  take  the  name  of  God  iiv  vain — Q  remeasber^  what  you 
have  semi  to  bo  yuar  awful  state.  Unragenerated  by  the 
Spirit  of  God;  ppo  fov  destruction^  and  uwler  the  curse  af 
Gody  you  are  madly  rifshing  on  destruotion ;  you  m*t  wan- 
latdy  exposiisg  yonrsdf  to  instant^  everlasting  ruia*  And 
fer  tite  sake  of  fFhei  ?  Of  a  Sin,  winch  has.neiiher  pleasmm 
jior  p/ofit,  noi*  credit  attached  to  the  commissioa  oCiti 
which  yields  no  present  grattfie^^Uoti,  and  which  nevar  can 
yield  any  thing  but  sot*row^  slmmo,  «nd  death*  Think  not 
to  escape  the  force  of  tliis  concIiN|iony  by  siy ii^  to  yoarself» 

*  I  Joba,  iiL  9. 
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that  you  do  not  practise  this  sin  :  that  you  only  s^nrear  oc- 
casionaUyy  under  peculiar  circumstances^  when  your  temper 
is  raffled^  or  when  you  are  off  your  guard.     Call  to  mind 
the  solemn  declaration  in  the  Text,  **  I  say  unto  you,  swear 
not  at  aUJ*     Every  person,  be  assured,  is  guilty  of  habitual- 
ly profaning  the  Name  of  God,  who   does  not   habitually 
desist  from  the  practice.     Bear  in  mind  that  **  blasphemies 
proceed  out  of  the  heart.''     The  very  essence  of  this  sin 
consists  in  that  total  absence  of  all  godly  fear,  in  that  dar- 
ing and  impious  disrq^rd  of  ttie    Divine   Presence  a«d 
Miyesfy,  which  precede  and  accompany  the  commission  of 
it     flow  then  can  ever  the  eecasiotial  allowance  of  such  a 
state  of  heart  be  defended?  How  can  it  consist  with  the 
pffeosiDn  of  Christianity?  My   hrethren,   listen  to    the 
dkfosloltcal  Mjimctiofis  I  <<Let  all   bitterness,  and  wrath, 
isd  anger,  and  damor,  and  evU-^eaking,  be  pot  away 
&Mi  yoa.^'     ^*  Pot  off  also  oS  these,  unger,  wrath,  naliee, 
Mmpfaemy,  Uthy   conmmnicatioii,    out  of  your    mouth.'^ 
^ Above  idt  thn^s,  ny  hrelhi>«n7  swear  not;  neither  by 
iMiVBBy  DAher  hiy  ^  «arth,  nettber  by  any  other  oath  ; 
hat  4et  y«ir  yea,  be  yea,  and  yow  nay,  be  nay  $  lest  y$ 
bH  isto  condemnation.''     Live  in   the  spir^  of  these   in-* 
Let  not  blessing  and  corsing  proceed  out  of  the 
■UHftk     Let  not  yoor  tongue,  which    was  made  to 
iihsa  ftbe  Loi4,  be  allowed  to  profane  his  Name.     Use  tiiat 
swmbeivDrhich  distingaisheth  you  from  the  brute  creation, 
t9  «diftcatton,  and  not  to  destmction.     At  the  same  time, 
niiwibm,  that  since  it  is  out  of  tlie  abundance  of  the  heart 
ttMt  the  nouAh  speaketh,  it  is  tftere,  in  the  heart,  that  the 
gmt  ^wefTk  of  refarmatton  must  begin,  and  must  be  carried 
On.    The  tree  must  be  made  good,  or  the  fruit  wiM  never  be 
gMd*    So  long  as  the  tree  Is  evil,  the  fruit  will  be  evil.     So 
long  as  the  heart  is  unclean,  the  tongue  will  be  polluted. 
Here  then  apply  the  remedy.     Seek  to  be  purifted  in  the  in- 
ner man*     Pray  tw  the  regenerating  grace  of  God  to  renew 
and  miKtiSy  your  heart.     So  shall  your  conversation  be 
sotBincd  wHh  gmce.     So  shall  it  mint^iter  grace  unto  the 
beavers. 
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SERMON  XXIV. 

The  Blessings  of  Redemption. 

ImVKe,  u  689  69. 

Blessed  he  tU  Lord  Ood  of  Israel:  for  He  hath  virited,  afi4 
redeemed  Bis  People f  and  hath  raised  up  a  Horn  qfSalva* 
Hon  for  US9  in  the  House  of  His  Servant  David. 

THIS   .was  the  language  in  which  the  aged 
Zacbarias  expressed  the  devout  and  joyful  fedibgs  of  hfs 
souL     For  a  time  he  had  been  deprived  of  the  power  of 
apeiecht  because  he  bad  not  believed  the  words  of  the  angeL 
But  when  the  season  of  this  temporary  chastisement  wail 
over^  the  first  use  which  he  made  of  his  tongue^  was  to  break 
forth  into  praises  and  thanksgivings  ta  C^.     Being  filled 
with  the  Holy  Gbost»  he  gave  vent  to  nis  pious  te^ings  in 
pouring  forth  that  divine  song  of  Which  the  text  is  tlie  bei 
ginning.     And  what  was  the  subject  of  his  song  7  It  was 
that  greats  and  glorious  event,  to  which  the  people  of  God 
bad  always  been  looking  forward  with  anxiety  and    hope; 
of  which  all  the  prophets  had  spoken ;  lind  of  which  the  pi- 
ous remnant  among  the  Jews  were  now  in  constant  ^tpec* 
tation,  namely^  the  coming  into  the  world  of  the  promised 
Saviour :  tliat  righteous  Branch,  »^hom  the  Lord  ixras  to 
raise  unto  David  ;  and  who,  as  a  King  was  to  ^^  reig^i  and 
prosper,  and  to  execute  judgment  and  justice  on  the  tartb/^ 
^  This  events  so  long  foretold^  so  anxiously  desired,  was  now 
about  to  be  accomplished.     His  immediate  birth  had  been 
announced  by  a  messenger  from  heaven.     His  Forerunner, 
himself  the  subject  of  prophecy,  was  also  already  bom  under 
miraculous  circumstances.     In  the  near  and  certain  prospect 
therefore  of  the  appearance  of  this  glorious  person,  Zacha- 
rias  spoke  of  Him,  as  if  he  were  already  come,  and  said, 
*^  Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  for  He  hath  visited 
and  redeemed  His  |)eople,  and  hath  raised  up  a  horn  of  sal* 
vation  for  us,  in^ the  house  of  His  servant  David.**     We  see 
then  with  what  propriety  this  divine  song  is  introduced  in* 
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to  ihe  flehrke  of  oiir  clnhndi :  t»  if  Zacharias  h«d 
IB  Cbe  near  a^Nroach  of  the  erenty  to  Mess  God  for  having 
Visited,  redeemed,  and  saved  Us  people ;  much  more  reason 
have  we  to  Mess  Him  fdr  these  mercfes;  to  whom  they  are 
ao  much  more  dearlf  and  distinctly  revealed;  In  this  pas- 
sage, the  mercies  which  we  have  received  from  the  conde- 
scension and  grace  of  Qed,  are  deocribod  by  three  dtflfbrent 
terms,  each  of  which  I  will  separately  consider,  and  etplain, 
shewing  the  connection  which  subsists  between  them^  and 
the  groonds  wbich^  wheii  taken  together,  they  famish  for 
«iir  gratitode  and  joy; 

I.  <<  God  hath  TtstM  his  p<N>ple.'^ 

When  God  is  said  in  Scriptare  to  visit  men.  It  tfontethncal^ 
means  that  He  wOl  come  to  them  in  wrath,  and  wili  inflict 
judgments  and  punishments  on  them.  As  when  it  is  said^ 
/'  I  win  vitit  the  iniquity  of  the  Father^  upon  the  children 
unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation.*^  And  ^  again  I  will 
*oi9it  their  ofiences  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquity  with 
stripes.'*  And  again,  '*  Shall  I  not  visit  for  fliese  things  l*^ 
(saith  the  Lord)  ^^  and  shall  not  my  soul  be  avenged  of  such 
jination  as  this  ?*'  But  such,  clearly  is  not  the  meaning  of 
the  expression  in  the  text.  Here  it  dignifies,  as  the  sense  * 
plainly  shews,  a  merciful  interposition :  a  signification  in 
which  also  the  word  is  often  used  in  Scripture.  As  when 
the  Lord  is  said  to  have  ^^  visited  Sarahs  so  that  she  con- 
ceived a  son  in  her  old  age.**  Iii  like  manner.  He  is  said 
to  havo  visUed  the  Israelites  in  Egypt,  when  He  sent  Moses 
to  deliver  them  out  of  that  cruel  bondage.  Thus  also  the 
"Psalmist  prays  iii  behalf  of  the  church,  and  nation  of  IsraeL 
^'  O  Lord  of  Hosts,  Idok  down  from  Heaven^  and  behold, 
and  vlsU  this  vine  :^  that  is,  regard  it  with  favor,  and  shew 
.  mercy  unto  it.  Id  this  sense,  then  the  Lord  is  said  in  the 
text  to  have  visited  his  people.  Zacharias  blesses  and 
praises  Him  for  Hid  merciful  interposition  in  their  behalf. — 
But  of  what  kind  was  this  interposition  ?  In  what  particulars 
.did  this  His  mepcy  shew  itself?  for  we  have  as  yet  reached 
Wt  a  part  of  the  sense  of  the  expression.  The  Lord  indeed 
£d  mercifully  interpose  in  behalf  of  his  people.  But  this 
is  not  all  which  is  meant.  He  visited  them  in  mercy.  But  li^ 
did  more.  He  fulfilled  the  expression  literally.  He  visited 
tbeoa  also  in  Person.  He  not  only  interposed  to  shew  them 
mercy ;  but  He  came  himself  to  bring,  and  to  dispense  that; 

Toi^.  IL  SO 
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iMny.  ttiltt4Midi1iiiltl#i7Mfiod«  U&Ktmm^mntnm 
BMwni  and  entered  Into  MLb  wivM.  Sin^  Bb  omm  in 
Mr  netare  $  Md  to  tile  mtimiAwamd  «f  the  teeveely  mrU 
WAS  foutd  in  faehion  at  m^num.  Bam  efa«emaw,  belie* 
came  partaker  of  fleah  and  hfeod.  Bom  nainr  the  lav^ 
He  becaoae^  though  htmself  jkhe  Law«gtveE^  yet  ariijeotite 
the  Law.  And  aU  thb  hedid,  he  it  raamiAeredy  ia  msKf 
to  man ;  on  a  graobus  eerand  of  love  and  peate.  Oa  oao*- 
templating  this  extoaogdiaary  cireat,  veil  aiagr  ve  adopt  Iha 
Fflalmisi'a  wor^  and  m^^  ^*  Lord,  what  ie  man  that  thaa 
art  C^i^J  mindfal  of  Hkn  ?  and  the  Son  of  many  that  Than 
CthusJ  Yisitest  him t'^^-^Wben  Ood  wmMigrmcimmtj  inters 
poee  in  oar  behalf;  when  He  waaMahevaMrqy  te«a;  mn 
there  no  messenger  to  be  IsaadHbat  the  lmv&  of  Lifis  Bkm^ 
adf  ?  Ha,  my  brethren^  there  i»as  none  elae.  It  mm  oaljr 
by  tiriHf^  ii%  by  coming  down  from  hearen,  and  taking  ear 
aatuie  that  Hi^coald  aocompliah  bis  gracious  purpose  in  oar 
b^iair«  We  sbdl  better  vadenitaad  hi  what  this  necessity 
esnsistedi  when  we  consider  ttie  nest  particalar  preseatsd  li 
the  text 

IL  He  bath  rtdumei  his  F^ofde. 
To  reium  is  to  dtdurar  oirt  of  bondi^,  or  ci^ptiaityy  hgr 
the  paymeiitof  a  price.    When  thoefiute  it  is  said  that  ths 
Xiord  has  redeemed  as»  or  has<f«fd  a  price  for  oar  4elsreiw 
ance>  it  is  implied  that  we  wore  in  a  state  of  bondi^^  « 
captivity.     And  this  m  Urn  state  of  men  by  aatere*     Timy 
are  prisoners  to  the  Justice  <of  Oody  shut  up  aadcr  Ids 
righteous  sentence  to  coademnatian*    OSandeiw  agatmit  bis 
Iioly  hrw«  they  here  inourned  •the  penalty  which  to  •due  to 
their  offences.     Haring  forfeited  the  &f«or.of  the  Alm%b- 
ty*  and  provoiced  the  severity  of  his  wratti^  they  have  been 
delivered  ap  by  Hhn  in  bondage  to  Satan,  and  to  their  awn 
lusts,  reserved  for  the  judgment  of  the  great  day.     Such  m 
by  nature  the  state  of  mem     And  what  hinders  them  fiwm 
being  set  f^ee  7  What  provonts  tlie  Almighty  &om  i«mit- 
tiug  tlie  seotencey  and  restornig  the  Captives  to  liberty  ?  Bis 
own  Justice  and  Holiness  pneveat  hinu    He  coald  not  for^ 
give  men,  and  release  them  from  this  bondage,  without  tot- 
peacliifig  his  own  characto,  and  bringii^  his  own  glonoos 
perfections  ifito  suspicion.     Some  satiaiaDtion  must  he  made 
to  bis  Justice.     Something  must  be  done,  by  which  it  may 
be  mode  to  appear  that  God  in  remiUiiy  the  punishment  of 
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ftSff 

Mijft«tili  JMliMikolf;  Mii«iHi^iriiifem  iMiribm  amL 
r  the  aAiMfer^  H0  stitt  ■Miiriitfce  offmice.~But  wlior^ 
.mdk.mutktuHom  WSmmAl  MMctidd  mt  find  iu 
B»  had  aftiCMfliddMtml  to  kgr  4Qmm :  na  price  to  gure  (or. 
Bet  fiod:  eed&dDy  wimt  Man  eould  not  do. 
I  CfmUt  pmride  ajHffifiMat  satefiuttoii  to  his  oiro 
His  nereji  cooM  ftnd  a  price  foe  our.  redeoiptian. 
Ami  vhat  wen  Ibis  pricey  bat  theUoeditf  hie  uio«mato8kHi« 
y/MA  useeehei  ea  a  vanaom  for  tbe  atn  <^  the  wodd.  Thus 
■e  is  atid  to  have  ^'  purchased  the  Church  with  his  owa 
hlaod.^^^  Hies  8t  Paul  deelares  thht  we  Mre  *^  redeemed 
set  wilh  oofrnpliMe  Hmg^  as  with  silver  and  gold»  but 
wMl  the  precious  Uoed  of  Ohriet''  ^  In  when  (ssgrs  8U 
Kfll)  we  httve  i!edeiaptie»  thtoi^  his  bh>od»  e^u  the  for* 
^mneaeof  sins.''  With  such  a  sacfiifice  the  Divine  Justice 
wtta  aatisied.  It  was  plmi»  when  so  great  a  ransom  was 
safuiredt  that  sin  was  nol  a  light  and  triiiog  tbii^^;  and 
in  justifftsg  the  stauer,  shewed  Himself  to  be  Just, 
thopefore  with  Ihhi  sacriiicey  acoepttngt  this  ransom^ 
Be  cpemA  the  prison-door^  and  proclaimed  liberty  to  the 
captives.  BQb  reverses  the  sentence  ef  condemnation ;  re« 
laasee Iktm  fcem  the powee  of  Saton-;  and  sends  his  Spirit 
tofieea  them  from  the  doaMmoo  of  their  lusts.  Here  then 
we  see  the  motuUafL  oC  wfakh  wo  spake  under  the  former 
IMmI.  We  see  mh^  the  Lord  thm  visitod  his  people.  Ho 
▼isitod  hr  ordei*  that  Be  might  redeem  thsm*  He  came  into, 
this  wonU  as  roan»  that  ae  men  He  might  die»  and  so  migbt 
BMhe  saftisfiactioa  for  sia  ia  the  aatore  which  hail  sinned. 
The  fail  eflfiDc*  of  this  gracious  and  wonderful  intorpesition 
wa  shall  Bmreeleariy  coBiMiplato  ea  cousiderieg  tlie  third 
lettfruiar  submitted  to  our  notice  in  i\m  toat 

UI.  He  **  hath  raised  up  a  Horn  of  salvation  for  as." 
This  espvessioa  of  a  flhm  of  Salvidion  is  a  figurative  ex-r 
IWwsDiaa  $  tha  meauiag  of  which  aftay  be  thus  evplajiied, 
The  principal  defence,  and  the  greatest  strmgib  of  homed 
eaUe  lie  in  their  horns.  It  is  with  these  weapons  that  they 
attack  th^  eeemies^  aad  drfaud  theeiselvea.  Hence  in 
JMipiaee  a  Horn  is  ussd  as  aa  emrfikm  of  streagth*  Thos 
Moses  cooipariiv  Jeeeph  to  a  young  bulloGk^  says>  <<His 
benm  aralike  the  boms  i^t  uuicoraai*'  that  is,r  his  strengtl^ 

*  Acts,  ^.  28, 
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mA  pofwr  abaH  be  iwjr  gvect     So  itt  tlw  iintai  ve  iai 
U  said, ''  I  wiU  onke  tba  1mh»  of  David  to  bod;*'  that  i% 
I  wall  nake  bia  p#wer  and  gloiy  to  iwrteb  aad  iacrcMan 
InliiLe  iiiaiiaartlieei^resakMiiotbatflaLtdMotaa^tfaaflrsi^gifc 
gf  tbe  aalvatioa^  wiiich  ia  tbare  apc^n  o&     A  Earn  af  Sal^ 
vaUan  meaiw  a  afroiy  Salvatioiu    And  indaad^  in  the  other, 
translation  used  in  tbe  servioe  of  our  cbn«eh»  tbe  pbrawa  is 
gendered  after  tbia  meaniaf.     'f  Ho  hatb  raiaed  np  a  migh^ 
if  Salvation  for  as."     Here  then  we  see  the  fiill  eSbot  oClb* 
i^ercifiil  intarpoaition  in  oar  bebalC     Tbe  Lord,  having  via^* 
ited  and  nedeemed  us,  hatb  raiaed  iq>  a  m^bCy  Salvation  fiM 
IIS.    Having  tak^n  on  himself  onr  natttre,  Md  having  giVMi 
his  life  n  ransofli  fi>r  oar  8ins»  He  baa  opened  tbe  kingdoni 
of  heayen  to  all  believers^    Tbroogb  bis  incarnation  wtft 
deatby  He  has  wroogbt  out  a  Salvation  suited  to  all  thokr 
wants*  and  mighty  for  pulling  down  the  strong-holds  of  mr 
and  Satan.     Tbe  ttrength  of  tbia  aalvation  lies  in  tbe  OkK 
rious  Person  by  whom  it  baa  been  wroi^t    Being  CM 
and  man  iip  one  G|irist»  He  is  able  to  save  to  the  ottsroMBt 
all  who  come  unto  God  by  Him.     Hia  precious  blood*4hed«- 
ding  was  a  full»  perfect,  and  sufficient  sacrifice,  MMoniif 
and  satisfaction  for  tbe  sins  of  tb^  wb<de  world.     Having^ 
**  died  for  our  o&nces.  He  |s  now  riai^n  for  pnr  justiflon^ 
tion  f*  and  being  sot  down  at  tbe  right  band  of  tbe  Mi^feet|r 
on  high,  He  hath  all  power  in  heaven,  and  in  earth,  and  wiMt 
rsign  till  He  has  put  all  enemies  under  his  feet     Tbns  be 
is  become  a  MbmofSatoaikm  to  all  bis  people ;  to  aU  those 
who  flee  to  Him  for  refuge,  and  put  their  trust  in  bis  nMtejr 
and  promises.     He  will  save  tbem  from  all  tbetr  enemies. 
He  will  deliver  them  from  the  guilt,  and  paniabment  of  sin;' 
He  will  free  tbem  from  its  power.     He  will  rescue  tbeaii 
from  Satan.     He  will  ransom  tbem  from  the  grafe.    fie; 
will  redeem  them  ft*om  Hell.     He  will  defend  tbem  as  witb. 
a  shield  :  He  will  gladden  tbem  with  his  presence :  He  wiV^ 
guide  them  with  his  counsel :  He  will  give  unto  ibam  ebBt*- 
nal  life;  and  none  sbaU  be  able  to  pluck  tbem  out  of  fate 
hands.— ^^  Blessed  then  be  tbe  Lord  God  of  Israel  who  bi^ 
so  visited  and  redeemed  his  people ;  and  hatb  raised  up  such 
a  salvation  for  us  in  the  House  of  bis  Servant  Dmvid*'^  ^  O 
sing  unto  the  Lord  a  new  song,  for  He  hath  dene  marvd* 
lous  tilings  :  His  right  hand,  and  His  bely  arm  hath  gotten 
him  ihe  victory.''     <<  Sing,  0  ye  heavens,  for  tbe  Lord  hatb 
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AMBtt^  ^bostye  kwerptfte  of  Ihe  tMh ;  hrtA  fortti 
jirtoihq^^yevUMirtaimy  Ofiii«it,aBd every tvee therein; 
iMT-tte  Lord  bilb  nieemel  Jacobs  and  gbNriAed  Himself  in 
ImM^^'Jbm  im^My  ie  it  to  be  wished,  thirt  sach  were 
Hat  gemdne  lu|;wge  of  every  heart !  that  every  mooth 
traly  adept  these  ifawly  ezpressimsofpratoe  and  joy ! 
it  ahs !  tei  laaay  tbsse  glad  tidings  of  salration  convey 
t  by  aHHiyy  if  heard  at  aBy  they  are  heard  with  in- 
or  even  with  disgust  How  comes  it  thus  to 
Are  not  all  men  interested  in  these  tidings*!  Are  not 
» by  natnre  onder  bondage  to  sin  and  flatan,  and  con- 
in  need  of  this  nigfaty  salvatiott?  Yes,  most  as^ 
Bat  aH  men  have  not  faith.  T)iey  do  not  give 
CMttt  to  what  ihe  Scriptures  tell  them  of  their  state  by  na- 
HMy  do  not  believe  that  they  are  prisoners  shot  up 
They  do  not  bdieve  that  sin  has  ren- 
ebnoKioiis  to  the  divine  judgments ;  that  the 
of  Ckkl  abidsth  en  $hen;  and  that  as  unpardoned 
they  have  nothing  to  look  forward  to,  bat  to  fiery 
wMch  shall  destrcqr  tiie  adversary.  Tell  them 
an-  Ibcae  things,  they  will  not  believe  them.  Shew  them  the 
ikmiwnrd  of  Ctod  in  eonfirmation  e€  these  troths,  they  will 
Bar  be  convinced.  Tbey  take  up  some  strange  unscriptural 
IM]ttan8,juid  satisfy  themsdves  with  the  presumptuous  hope, 
that  tb9y<<  shall  do  well  attest^  Though  tb^  should  even 
die  is. their  sins,  yet  they  tnist  that  they  shall  escape^  and 
laantiy  have  no  fcars,  no  apprehensions  respecting  their 
to  aach  persons,  what  joy,  what  pleasure  can  it 
bato^mr  that  God  hath  visited  and  redeemed  his  people  7 
Wheihw  Christ  have  come  into  the  worid  or  not,  whether 
Behave  died  to  poishase  pardon  for  sinners,  or  not,  is  to 
Iksui  a  matter  4»f  |ie  cencern.  How  then  can  they  rejoice  at 
ii?  They  ftel  oo  niwed  of  what  hQ  has  done  and  suflbred. 
la  their  own  pinion,  tbey  are  whole,  mid  want  not  a  Physi- 
cin;  Hew  then  caii  they  value  his  aittofidance,  or  be  thank- 
tol'lbr  his  prsscriptioiis  ?  In  a  word,  the  Gospel  is  hid  to 
Ami  I  f^  the  Qod  of  tUs  World  has  blinded  their  minds 
ttatlbey  cannot  sei^  Led  captive  by  Satan,  enslaved  to 
their  own  lasts,  fiuit  bound  to  the  World,  they  yet  feel  not 
the  chain,  but  dew  themselves  to  be  free.  How  then  can 
they  rcrfoice  at  the  eilM  of  Redemption  7  Would  that  these 
fFords  might  reach  tbeir  hearts,  and  might  remove  the  veil 
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Ifi^ir,  '-^' ^^^^.^n^^^^f^^x^  ■ — .-.^^ >^ 

they  Iteii  yriM  tiM  ^.tiii^lt  «E  BillnliQ^ 
lriP0iiU«heii  liim>ri»Hi  ptaiiii^'  ObA  llr  Uiii 

rt  wp  ft  H#gn  of  itohritfaiw  fcr  thwa!  Maj  GMktettril 
to  nac^  tiMi  iM«  inth  Mte  spiriV  «ii)  wiik  th0 
iQ|}!  Mny  IkopM  thtt  fabid  ejm*;.  tbit  kmmimg  tbodogpr 
of  tJMr  viBitation^  thojr  iii«7  jnIi  ton  uolo  tbr  Iiisd»»  Mik 
omro  Hiib  in  newiieM  of  Ittb! 

^  To  ]ro«9  howoveF^  wko  boliove.  Ho  if  pMBWMif '  Yott 
«lio  boire  bemi  taoght  tlM  Troth  00  it  io  i»  Josoi^  iC  iadoMk 
yo  know  Him^  y6u  who  fM  your  9imBf  MriMMmeatymat 
covrupCooiy  who  gtoos  lor  deKyoiwico  firaoi  this  body  «l 
Sia  ood  Doolh,  yon  kooor  tho  vdoo  of  BodMiptioo.  ¥oi» 
njoico  n  the  f^criooo  tUiags^  which  the  totttbriogo  tmyoaa 
veiaeiriiranco.  Yoa  caa  fetlini^y  adopt  ili  lioBaiy  f  Oiik 
con  Ums  the  Lotd  for  His  omcy  io  hattagcoaioto  viif*.ao 
ia  great haaiilityf  and  loraiie  op  amighty  Sottrotion.lHroat 

WeH^  aqr  BrolfarMi^  rojoico in  this  SaiffOtian.  ftioyouo 
priyilego  to  rejoice  in  it.  The  Lovd  Hhnael^  who 
to  viait^.  and  redeem  yoa^  has  aaidy  that  **  your  Joy  ab 
he  foti."  His  prophet  ha»  act  yon  aa  citaniploto  tins  effoet 
^«  AUboogh  the  fig-tree  shal  aot  hl%mm,  aeither  ahaii  fcoit 
beia  theviaoBf  the  kbdr  of  tie  oEeo  Aatt  faH,  aad  the 
MdswhaU  yield  no  meat;  the  flock  sfarii  ho  cat  ^frei^ 
the  foM,  and  there  sballbeno  hsrd  intbo  atdk  $  yet  i  walk 
mtjoice  in  the  I/nrd^  I  wiU  joy  intbo€bdtalnqi  Sdvatioa/'* 
Hifl  Apoatle  baa  given  yoa  aeonniaoi  to  tUa  effort^ <^Be*^ 
joico  in  tbe  Lofd  always^  and  again  I  fla(f  rejoioe;.''  Bat 
while  yon  thus  rqfoke  f  whilt  you  joy  and  glary  iatUa  Sal« 
ration^  this  ndghly  Sal'vation^  raiaed  up  for  yoa  ;  Q  aee^  that 
it  18  ittdced  a  Si^lraeian  tb  you  ;  a  Saivaitionifroni  tbe  lo«o,  and 
Uie  power  of  sin  ^  a  Salvation  feoiaUie  lota».  and  thefsar  of 
the  World.  See  tJuut  yoa  are  redeeorad  by  it  from  aU  iniqoitir. 
See  that  yea  ar^  redeemed  ky  it  from,  your  vain  conrersatioii. 
Yoa  may  glory  in  your  pritikgo.  Tou  magr  Joy  hf^wur  flaht 
vatbn.  Bat  your  gWy  is  hat  veia  ^rfr^wA  year  jty  ba* 
aa  the  cracklii^  of  thorns^  if  tim  Bedeaifitieoy  whkh  yam 
profess  to  haA%  reoelvc4  bao  not  wto^gMLa  now  yimek  kn 


♦  Habakkuk,  SI  ir,  18. 
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telAkepiMeaidlaBt^  yowr  hftwUim  u^htmfjktjm^ 
i0gm  80  m  'OMdiMMdf  poUuM,  aiieraUe  fHaaer  at  ^to 
iiol  iif«lhe  CffOMi  Md  bai  Mt  impinDi  joa  wtb  alio^ 
ilMNm  Md  pM|Mii#«f  leading  AiMv  il^  and  of  .briogiBg 
|D«|bttaifirait8<of  ffghta«i8iie8&  That  mljr  it  Self almib 
wir^B  fi9iEn»  jwncllvQs ;  which  ^  oflBteidaiftt  ttntgHm^ 
mud  4sv«r7  high  tking  ttiat  exalMh  sbatfugalostthil 
luHiwladge  of -fiody  trod  (fariags  lato  oaplhritjr  wery  thaof^ 
to  the  obedJaace  of  Christ/'  Kererdreslmliaiedf  meyermaf^ 
pmm*  Ihaiyaii  have  i^blained^  iill  ytau  poaaon  tUa  inwards  this 
aapnaiimiital  fiTidnnrrj  that  yoa^  aFa»  indoad,  u  fieir  of  fial*> 
iHttan*  Be  aoV  haii^ei^r#  oast  down.  Bear  in  Atfid  ttMrt  thap 
fahirtiM  jam  m^^  Salfatiini.  ¥oar  fiaviatir  is  migbtjr  $ 
aB«au0htiBr>4dile  toiaavie  totheiittenBast.  Beaiaccro  befoia 
Wutu  Gire  yourself  a|i  to  fim  seaUy^  and  fironi  4he  hearty 
aaflioalfHurtiality  aad  withaul  hgrpocrisy  |  and  He  wUlaatia 
faa  to  4be  iitt«emoei;»  Ton  shall  ex|M»ienae  Bis  poorer, 
SiaLahall  &nd  fiim  mif^ty*  Be  shall  nafee  jron  naore  thaa 
a  €owvMnir#  and  in  due  tine  rfiall  prt  aH  eneariea  aader 


SEAMON  XXV. 

A  ttigfat  State  of  Heart  Described  and  Enforcech 

ACTS^  tUL  21, 

9kxm  TtBOi  ntWur  Fart,  nor  tot  in  this  Matter :  for  thy  Heart 
is  not  right  in  the  Sight  of  God. 

IF  we  read  the  chaptei*,  fnam  arfaich  these 
UMia  am  taken,  we  shall  find^  that  th^  were  spoken  to  a 
wmuf  wkOf  while  he  professed  himself  a  disciple  of  Christ, 
atiil  latained  a  worldly,  cavetana,  and  wicked  heart.  Ho 
hdievad  aad  bad  been  baptized ;  bat  notwithstanding  this 
aatward  appearance  of  religion,  ho  plainly  shewed  that  no 
real  change  had  taken  place  within.     St.  Peter   therefore 
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openly  idtemed  him  in  tke  votOs  rf  the  tei^  ^' Ttofti  tait 
netther  part  nor  let  in  this  matter,  for  thy  heart  is  doir  r%ht 
in  the  sfig^t  of  God/'  The  Apostle  neither  flattered  the  fiNmal 
professor  nor  spared  the  hypocrite,  nor  enoonraged  the  self- 
deceivei^.  With  great  faithfulness  be  admonisbed  this  sinner  of 
his  state  and  danger :  and  in  so  doing  has  reminded  as  ^  a 
Tery  important  tmth  ;  namely,  that  whatever  m  man's  re- 
Hgioas  profession  may  he,  yet  if  his  heart  be  not  right  iii 
the  sight  of  €k>d,  he  is  in  reality  no  Christian,  nor  has  aay 
share  in  the  blessings  and  privileges  of  the  GospeL 

Perhaps  there  is  no  truth  more  generally  admitted  thM 
this.  Most  persons,  when  pressed  on  the  subject,  are  ready 
to  allow  that  in  religion  the  state  of  the  heart  is  every  thifli^. 
Btft  how  few  are  there,  who  malLO  a  practical  appUcatioa  of 
this  truth  to  themselves !  Where  shall  we  iind  the  maa,  who 
pots  this  question  to  himself,  **  Is  my  heart  right  in  the  mgjlit 
of  Qrod  ?''  Or  if  he  go  so  far,  how  rarely  does  he  go  any 
fkrther.  Row  rarely  does  he  enquire  what  is  meant  ^ 
having  his  heart  right  in  the  sight  of  God  !  If  conseieaoe  at 
times  remind  him  of  the  danger  of  not  having  it  rights  yet 
how  soon  is  he  satisfied  with  his  state !  How  quickly  does 
lie  conclude  that  he  has  nothing  to  fear !  What  little  fains 
does  he  take  to  examine  himself ;  to  discover  what  the  state 
of  bh)  heart  really  is,  and  what  it  ought  to  be ! 

Possibly^  my  brethren,  this  may  be  the  case  with  our- 
selves.  It  may  be,  that  we  have  never  seriously  enquined 
into  the  state  of  our  own  faeai*t :  but  have  rather  taken  fur 
granted  that  all  is  right,  than  have  proved  it  to  hie  no  by  a 
close  and  careful  examination.  It  may  be  that  wo  have 
never  attentively  considered,  ivhcn  a  man's  heart  is  right  tn 
the  sight  of  God,  nor  wherein  the  necessity  of  its  being  00 
consists. 

These  are  two  points,  which  tlie  text  offers  to  our  aoticei 
and  which  with  the  view  of  leading  }rou,  through  God'^s  bles- 
sing, to  a  profitable  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  explain. 

L  By  a  man's  heart  wef  arc  to  imderstand  his  prevailing 
views,  dispositions,  and  desires.  When  these  are  socb,  as 
bis  situation  and  his  circumstances  require  tliem  to  be,  tbeni 
his  heart  is  right  in  the  sight  of  God.  What  then  are  the 
situation  and  circumstances  of  man  ?  He  is  a  sinner  unde^a 
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jfopensatioii  of  mercy.  By  siti  he  Uas  lost  Ood^s  (avor  and 
rained  his  sold.  But  by  grace  he  is  plitced  in  such  a  situa- 
tion and  nnder  such  circumstances^  that  he  may  recover 
God's  favor  and  si^ve  his  soul.  The  offers  of  Salvation  are 
made  to  him.  The  way  of  Salvation  is  laid  Open  to  him. 
He  is  called  on  to  accept  tliese  offers,  and  to  walk  in  this 
%ay.  When  therefore  he  obeys  this  call,  when  his  prevail^ 
ing  TiewS)  dispdsitionfl»  add  desires  are  such  as  in  this  situa- 
tion,  and  under  these  circumsttlnces,  they  ought  to  be^  thc^n 
his  heart  is  right  iii  the  sight  of  God.— Let  us  see  what  are 
-  the  parttculurs  in  which  this  State  of  heart  consists. 

1.  When  the  heart  is  iii  a  right  stilte^  it  is  deeply  hum- 
Mod  before  God  on  account  of  its  sinfulness;  God  abhors 
#in,  and  condemns  the  sinner.  The  siniier  then  must  abhor 
mn,  and  c6ndemii  himself,  or  his  heart  cannot  be  right  in 
ibe  sight  of  Grod.  How  can  things  be  otherwise  ?  God  pees 
that  aD  men  tu*e  great  sinners ;  that  sin  id  a  dreadful  evil ; 
limt  no  excuse  can  be  made  for  it  j  arid  that  all  attempts  to 
justify  it  are  vain  and  presumptuous.  When  a  man  then  es- 
teems himself  to  be  a  little  Sinner,  or  |>erhaps;  hardly  a  SinneA^ . 
ktall ;  ^faen  he  thinks  lightly  of  Sin  in  general,  and  still  more 
lightly  of  his  own  Bin  in  particular }  when  he  endeavors  to 
^cuse,  or  even  to  justify  whatever  he  has  done  amiss  :  it 
must  be  dfear^  that  so  long  as  this  is  the  state  of  his  heart,  it 
cannot  be  right  before  God.  While  his  views  of  sin  and  of 
kimself  are  so  widely  different  from  God's  views  :  while  he 
fiifors  his  sins,  and  God  abhors  them ;  while  ie  justifies  him- 
sdSt  and  God  condemns  him ;  while  such  is  the  proud  and  im- 
penitent state  of  his  heart,  how  is  it  possible  that  it  can  be 
right  in  the  sight  of  God  7  In  order  to  he  right,  it  must  be 
greatly  changed.  He  must  see  things  as  God  sees  them. 
Ue  nmst  think  of  sin  as  God  thinks  of  it.  He  must  confess 
and  fed  his  own  depravity.  He  must  take  shame  to  him- 
srif  because  of  his  impurity,  in  the  sight  of  a  holy  God; 
and  mnst  lie  utterly  confounded  and  abased  at  the  recollectioA 
of  bis  own  vileness,  contrasted  with  the  Divine  Glory  and 
Majesty.  Such  is  the  humbled  state  of  heart  which  be- 
comes man  as  a  Sinner ;  and  such,  therefore,  is  its  statSjr 
when  it  is  right  in  the  sight  of  God. 

2.  Another  mark  of  a  man^s  heart  beir^  in  a  right  stata^ 
if  that  he  thankfully  believes  in  Jesus  Christ  for  the  pardon 

•of  his  sins.     God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy^  is  not  willing  that 
Vox.  II.  ni 
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$$lnDer8  9bould  die  cterualljr*  He  batb^  tberefooef  providad 
for  WrQ  a  way  of  Salvatioii.  He  haa  shewed  them  how 
tbeir  sios  may  be  pardoned ;  wbat  they  must  do  to  recover 
His  favor ;  aod  by  what  means  they  may  cjbtaui  eternal 
lifcu  So  long  then  as  a  man  refuses  to  comply  with  thia 
gracious  purpose ;  so  long  as  he  rejects  these  offers  of  par- 
don  and  peace ;  so  long  as  be  wilfolly  continues  at  enmity 
with  his  Maker ;  how  is  it  possible  that  his  heart  can  ba 
right  in  the  sight  of  God  7  It  cannot  be  right.  It  must  be 
in  a  state  displeasing  and  offensive  to  Him.  It  never  can  he 
light  till  be  obey  the  Gospel,  and  comply  witb  the  terms  of 
it*  And  what  are  these  terms  7  *^  Believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christf  and  thou  shalt  be  saved."  ^*  Come  unto  Hinif  and 
He  will  give  you  rest"  '<  Take  Bis  yoke  upon  you,  and 
you  shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls."  These  are  the  invita- 
tionSf  the  Commands  of  the  Gospel.  These  are  the  Dsrms 
Vitb  which  it  calls  on  us  to  comply.  In  other  words,  God 
in  the  Grospel  speaks  tp  us  thus.  *  Sinners>  I  have  seen  and 
pitied  your  lost  condition.  Tou  have  broken  Do^y  holy  law^ 
and  incurred  a  dreadful  punishment  I  wish  not  your  dea- 
truction :  but  without  some  sufficient  satisfaction  to  my  Jus- 
tice and  HolinesSf  I  cannot  pardon  you.  Fou  can  never 
find  such  a  satisfaction ;  but  I  have  found  it  for  you.  I 
have  given  my  only  begotten  Son  to  be  a  Sacrifice  for  yoor 
sins.  I  have  set  Him  forth  as  a  propitiation  tbrongbfiutk 
in  His  blood,  for  the  i^emission  of  your  sins.  I  have 
given  HiQi  to  die  on  the  Cross.  I  have  raised  Him  from 
the  dead.  I  have  set  Him  at  my  own  right  band  in  heaven- 
ly p^es ;  that  whosoever  believeth  on  Hfm  shall  not  per* 
itth,  but  sliall  have  everlasting  life.  Iiook  then  at  Him  by 
faith.  Receive  Him  for  your  Saviour.  Believe  on  Him 
with  the  heart  So  shall  you  be  justified  from  all.  tbings. 
Tour  sins  shall  be  forgiven  :  your  souls  shall  be  saved  :  your 
everlasting  happiness  shall  be  secured.' 

Thus  God  speaks  in  the  Gospel.  How  does  the  heart, 
which  is  right  in  His  sight,  reply  7  It  replies,  <  Lord,  I 
humbly  and  thankfully  embrace  thy  gracious  oflfers.  I 
know  that  I  am  a  lost  and  guilty  creature.  I  am  far  ott 
from  Thee,  and  if  left  to  myself  must  perish.  I  deserve  to 
I»crisb,  but  blessed  be  thy  name,  there  is  mercy  with  Thee. 
Tiiou  hast  given  me  a  Saviour,  even  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  I  joyfully  i*eceive  Him  as  my  Saviour.     I  look  to  Him  : 
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I  trust  In  Him  :  I  desire  011I7  to  be  found  in  Him.  His 
death  is  my  only  plea.  His  righteousness  is  my  only  safe- 
ty. I  hope  that  for  Bis  sake  thou  art  reconciled  to  me. 
Lord>  I  beKeve  ;  help  thou  ray  unbelief.' 

Such  IS  the  language  which  becomes  a  Sinner  under  a 
dispensation  of  mercy.  Such  therefore  is  the  language  of  a 
man's  heart,  when  it  is  right  in  the  sight  of  Gk)d.     But 

3.  Another  particular  is  yet  to  be  noticed.  The  Man 
whose  heart  is  in  the  state  described,  longs  after  hdiness.  He 
not  only  humbly  condemns  himself  because  of  his  guilt  He 
not  only  thankfully  believes  in  Jesus  Christ  for  the  pardon 
of  his  sins  :  but  he  earnestly  desires  to  be  made  holy,  to  be 
thoroughly  weaned  fk*om  the  love  of  sin,  and  to  be  entirdy 
freed  from  the  power  of  it.  God  is  holy,  and  loves  hoH- 
ness,  and  would  have  all  men  to  be  holy,  even  as  He  is  holy. 
How  is  it  possible  then  for  the  heart  to  be  right  in  his  sight, 
if  it  does  not  love  what  He  loves,  and  desire  to  be  what  He 
is  ?  If  men  are  anxious  to  have  their  sins  pardoned,  only 
that  they  may  escape  punishment,  while  they  have  no  anx- 
iety to  be  made  free  from  sin,  that  they  toay  serve  Ood 
and  walk  in  newness  of  life  |  they  clearly  have  not  those 
views,  diq^tions,  and  desires  which  become  their  situation 
ttnd  circumstances.  They  shew  that  they  are  ignorant  of 
Ood  and  of  their  own  heart,  and  of  the  whole  design  of  thf 
CFospd.  God,  in  having  given  to  them  the  Gospel,  intends 
their  deliverance,  not  only  from  the  pains  of  hell,  but  also 
from  the  power  of  sin.  He  knows  that  without  this  deliver^ 
mce,  there  can  be  no  real  salvation  for  them.  He  knows 
that  so  long  as  the  soul  williVigty  serves  sin,  it  can  never  be 
hippy.  Therefore  He  says  to  it,  **  Be  thou  holy,  for  I  am 
hdijJ^  And  when  a  man's  heart  is  right,  under  a  convic- 
tion of  the  same  truths,  he  sajfs,  <  I  desire  to  be  holy,  that 
I  may  be  happy.  I  would  not  willingly  obey  sin  in  any  of 
the  Iivts  thereof.  I  long  to  serve  God,  with  a}I  my  powers. 
I  grieve  that  I  do  not  serve  blm  better.  Lord,  make  me  a 
(vtd^er  6t  thy  holiness.  Break  the  chains  of  sin,  with 
nUcb  I  am  tied  and  bound.  Give  me  victory  over  my  in- 
ward enemies,  and  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  sin  and 
death,  which  cleaves  to  me,  distresses  me,  and  hinders  my 
going  in  thy  ways.'  80  speaks  the  man  whom  I  am  at- 
tempting to  describe.— On  the  whole  we  see  when  a  raan'/i 
heart  is  right  in  the  sight  of  God.     I  shew 
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IL  Wberafti  the  necessity  of  its  being  so  consists. 

It  consists  in  this ;  that  nntil  a  man^s  heart  be  in  the  state 
ikscribedy  be  has  **  no  part  nor  lot  in  the  matter :''  he  is  a 
stranger  to  true  religion^  and  has  no  share  nor  interest  in 
the*  blessings  of  the  Gospel*  There  are  several  arguments^ 
bj  which  this  conclusion  niay  be  proved. 

In  the  first  place5  till  a  nan's  heart  be  thus  right  in  the 
sight  of  Grod»  he  can  have  no  Interest  in  the  Promises  of  the 
€h9p€L  Call  to  mind  what  these  Promises  are,  as  wdl  as 
(be  Persons  to  whom  they  are  given*  *^  Blessed  are  the 
poor  in  spirit*  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  God/'  **  He 
that  humbletii  himself  shall  be  exalted.^  <'  God  giveth 
grace  to  the  hnmble."  <<  Whoso  confesseth  and  forsakefk 
his  sins*  sbjidl  find  mercy/7  Again,  '<  This  is  the  promise 
whidi  God  hath  given  us,  even  eternal  life ;  and  this  life  is 
in  his  Son.''  ff  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son,  hath  ever- 
lasting life/'  <<  By  Him  all  that  believe  are  justified  from 
all  UiitYgs." — Further,  ^*  Sin  shall  not  have  dominion  over 
you,  for  ye  are  not  under  the  Law,  but  under  Grace.'? 
**  Blessed  are  tbey  who  huqg^r  and  thirst  after  righteous* 
ness,  for  they  shall  be  fiIled."-^Sach  are  the  Promises  of  the 
Gospel :  and  how  then  is  it  possible  for  a  man  to  have  any 
share  or  lot  in  the  matter,  whose  heart  is  not  right  in  the 
Mght  of  God  ?  If  he  humble  and  condemn  not  himself  on 
account  of  his  sins ;  if  he  believe  not  in  Jesus  Christ  for  the 
[lardon  of  them ;  if  he  desire  not  ddiverance  from  the  love 
and  power  of  them^  what  has  he  to  do,  what  can  )ie  have  to 
do,  with  these  Promises  ?  They  arc  not  igivcn  to  such  as 
him.  They  are  given  to  the  humble,  to  tiio  believing,  to 
the  seekers  after  Holiness.  He  (|oes  hot  answer  to  this  dcr 
scripiion  ;  consequently  he  can  have  no  interest  in  the  mer<> 
ey,  and  blessedness  contained  in  theip* ' 

In  the  second  place,  till  a  man's  heart  be  right  in  tlie 
sight  of  God,  be  can  neither  perform  the  JDuftes,  »»r  §asU 
eoen  the  present  Pleasures  of  Religion.  To  perform  ihb 
Duties  of  Religion,  is  not  merely  to  go  through  the  firnns 
and  ceremonies  of  religious  worship.  '  This  a  man  may  do, 
let  his  heart  be  in  a  state  ever  so  contrary  to  the  one  de- 
scribed. To  perform  the  Duties  of  Reli(gion,  as  it  is  here 
meant,  is  to  perform  them  dicceptably  t6  Ood,  tn  a  apiritnsl^ 
manner^  with  a  penitent,  a  believing,  aad"an  holy  frame  of 
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mod.  But  kow  can  this  be  done  bj  tfaose,  who  a]«  an* 
banbled  in  heart,  who  have  no  living  Faith  in  Jesos 
Christ,  nor  any  real  desire  after  holiness  7  Such  persona 
cannot  pray  to  Grod,  cannot  worship  Him,  cannot  senre  Htm, 
as  He  requires.  They  may  offer  to  Him  lip-senrice ;  but 
tiiat  will  not  satisfy  Qod.  They  csginot  worship  Him  with 
the  heart,  which  is  the  only  service  that  be  will  accept ; 
and  consequently,  not  performing  the  Duties  of  Religion, 
jtbey  can  clearly  have  no  share  in  its  privileges. 

Neither  can  they  taste  even  the  present  Pleasures  of  Be- 
ligioD*  True  Religion  brings  great  pleasures  in  this  Kfe. 
Bi^  those  only  whose  hearts  are  right  in  th^  siglit  of  God, 
can  enjoy  and  rdish  them.  Others  can  know  nothing  of 
them,  and  therefore  cannot  taste  tbem.  Consider  wbi^ 
these  pleasures  are.  They  are  pleasures  springing  from  a 
sense  of  pardon  ;  from  a  hope  of  mercy  ;  from  GkM's  lov^ 
shed  abroad  in  the  heart ;  from  communion  with  Him ;  from 
confidence  in  his  fatherly  protection ;  from  the  consolations 
of  bis  spirit ;  from  a  consciousness  of  being  in  Christ ;  from 
an  increasing  experience  of  his  power  and  grace  in  the  soul, 
QtmggUng  with  our  corruptions,  and  giving  us  the  victory. 

Now  what  can  the  man,  who  continues  unhumbled,  unbe- 
lieving, and  unholy,  know  of  these  Pleasures  ?  He  feels  not 
Ida  sins,  values  not  the  Saviour,  has  no  confidence  towards 
€iod,  nor  desires  to  know  a  work  of  grace  on  his  heart 
In  Um  state,  it  is  not  possible  that  he  can  taste  the  present 
pieasnres  of  Religion.  Tbey  are  nothing  to  Him.  He  can 
see  mithing  in  them,  that  he  should  desire  them.  He  is  a 
atranger  to  the  peculiar  happiness  of  the  Gospel,  and  con- 
sequently has  no  share  nor  lot  in  the  matter. 

In  the  third  place,  till  a  man's  heart  be  right  with  God, 
ke  am  have  no  Mtttnessfor  the  enfoyment  qfheavetdy  happt^ 
nfsa  m  H^  K^  to  eanu^  '  The  great  end  of  the  Gospel,  is  to 
$t  men  for  heaven  i  to  make  them  happy,  by  making  them 
boly.  Its  main  object  is  to  produce  in  them  that  mind,  and 
those  dispositions,  which  will  qualify  them  for  enjoying  the 
pleasures  which  are  at  God's  right  hand  for  evermore.  Now 
thoogh  we  know  but  little  of  the^e  heavenly  pleasures,  yet 
ihetc  are  some  tfiings  which  are  clearly  represented  as  form- 
ing %  considerable  part  of  the  happiness  of  the  Saints  in 
light.  They  se«  and  serve  God.  They  are  with  Jesus 
Clirist,  they  behold  (lis  flpry,  and  sing  his  praises.     Thu« 
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our  Lord  Vimadt,  deficribihg  the  Blessedness  of  fKe  p(kr6  in 
hearty  says  that  '^  they  shall  see  God  :^  and  in  another  place 
ve  ready  that  ^*  bis  ^fvants  shall  serVe  Hioiy  and  shall  sc^ 
bis  face.''     So  also  in  that  memorable  intercession  which 
Christ  offered  !n  behalf  of  his  followers.  He  prays,  a^  the 
completion  of  their  happiness,  *^  I  wHl  that  tliey  may   be 
with  me  whertf  I  am,  and  behold  my  glory.''     Thus  aldo 
St.  John  In  his  vision  saw  the  whole  mnltitiide  of  redeetned 
sinners  in  heaven  fhlling  down  before  the  Lamb,  and  sing- 
ing a  new  song,  saying,  ''  Thou  wast  slain^  and  hast  re- 
deemed us  to  God  by  thy  blood,  out  of  ettry  tongue^  and 
kindred,  and  people,  and  nation."     *'  Worthy  is  the  Lfimb 
that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and 
strength,  and  glory,  and  blessing."     But  if  such  be  the  hap- 
piness of  Heaven,  what  share,  what  ihtei*est  can  they  have  in 
it,  whose  hearts  are  not  right  in  the  sight  of  God  ?  How 
can  the  unhumbled,  the  unbelieving,  and  the  unholy,  find 
any  pleasure  in  seeing  and  serving  God  :  for  they  love  Him 
not,  and  dislike  His  service?  How  can  they  find  any  pleas- 
ure in  being  with  Jesus  Christ,  in  beholding  His  glory,  and 
ascribing  to  Him  praise,  and  wisdom,  and  blessing ;  for  they 
luiow  nothing  of  Him,  nor  feel  any  love  and  gratitude  to 
Him  }  Heaven  tlien  would  not  be  Heaven  to  them.     They 
have  no  taste  for  the  happiness  of  it  j  no  meetness  for  its 
blessed  employments  and  delights ;  and  consequently  they 
have  no  part  nor  lot  in  the  matter.     We  see  then  in  what 
consists  the  necenUy  of  the  hemi's  being  right  with  God. 

Upon  tlie  whole,  my  brethren,  kt  the  following  admoni- 
tion be  deeply  hnpressed  on  your  minds.  Never  think  well 
of  your  state,  nor  be  satisfted  witlf  your  qiir^itnal  condition^ 
till  you  have  good  reasofn  for  believing  that  your  heart  is 
right  in  the  sight  of  God.  Remember,  that  nothing  wiH 
$ttpply  the  want  of  tins.  A  Christian  name,  a  ehristtan 
edocatton,  a  Christian  profiesston,  an  apparent  coovernon, 
san  profit  you  nothing  without  a  Christian  heart.  So  long 
as  this  is  wanting,  *^  you  have  no  pal-t  nor  lot  in  tlie  mat- 
ter." You  are  a  stranger  to  real  Christianity.  You  can* 
imt  trust  in  its  precious  promises.  You  canndt  spintualty 
perform  the  duties  which  it  enjoins.  YoU  know  nothing  of 
the  present  peace  and  happiness  which  it  gives.  You  have 
no  meetness  for  the  future  enjoymeiits  to  which  It  leads. 
Catling  yourself  a  Christian^  peih^is  believing  that  you 
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iitterMWy  aad  in  the  bond  of  iniquity .''-^ExMiiQe  then  and 
iearch  your  hmrt.    Try  it  by  the  marks  which  ha?e  been 
«et  before  yon*     See  whether  your  prevailing  views,  dispo- 
sitioDSf  and  desires  be  s^ich  as  your  situation  and  circam- 
atmpea  require  them  to  be.     Such  as  in  a  sinner  under  a 
dispensation  of  merpy  they  ought  to  be  ?  Seef  whether  you 
httinbly  con^mn  yourself:  whether  you  truly  believe  in  Je« 
aii9  ChrM;  whether  you  anxiously  long  after  holiness. 
BjBcollect  tqv  your  encouragementf  that  the  same  Gospel^ 
which  enjoins  this  state  of  heart  on  all  its  followers,  is  aUe 
1^'  to  work  it  in  them.    It  is  the  glory  of  the  Go^l  that 
it  has  power  to  renew  and  sanctify  the  soul,  and  to  make  it 
meet  for  heaven.    The  Holy  Spirit  is  ready  to  produce  re- 
pentance, faith,  and  holiness,  in  all  who  earnestly  and  dili- 
gently seek  these  blessings  of  Him.  May  you,  my  brethren^ 
ijfsek  tbeni  in  this  manner  ?  So  shall  your  heart  be  right  in 
the  ^gbt  of  Crod.     So  shall  you  have  that  part  and  lot  in 
the  matter,  which  shall  never  be  taken  away  from  you. 


SERMON  XXVL 

Importanoe  of  reflecting  on  our  natural  state  of  OuiH  and  ' 
Corruption. 

ISAIAH,  II.   1. 

Aorfctii  io  me,  Fe  that  fiUow  4{fler  Bighte9usness ;  Fe, 
that  teek  the  Lord.  iMk  unto  the  Bock  whence  Fe  are 
htwn,  and  to  the  Hole  of  the  Pit,  whence  Fe  are  digged. 

IT  is  a  peculiar  beauty'and  excellence  in  the 
Sacred  Scriptures,  and  a  proof  of  tlieir  divine  original,  as 
well  as  of  the  sameness  of  true  religion  under  every  dispen- 
sation, that  what  is  addressed  to  the  church  at  one  period,  is 
frequently  no  less  applicable  to  it  at  another.  Tbe  same 
admonitions,  instructions,  and  consolations,  which  the  Jew- 
ish Church  received  from  the  words  of  the  Prophets,  are 
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G0iiV9]r«dl  bj  tibOt  ttrjfi^gf  to  Hm  ChriibtB  CttiMK:  Md 
in  tbe  one  application  are  oftenthnM  no  leas  profttabfe  and 
appn>priate»  than  tliey  were  in  the  other*— ^hat  such  ia  the 
case  with  the  passage  which  I  have  read  for  the  texty  I  abaH 
endeavor  in  this  discourM,  to  shew. 

These  words  were  addresM  by  the  proplkk  Isialab»  to 
the  pious  remnant  of  true  believers  among  (he  Jews ;  for 
they  are  described  as  those  who  **  follow  after  righteottsnemy 
and  seek  the  Lord/'     At  this  time,  however,  as  it  appean^ 
from  the  context,  they  were  in  an  aflUcted  and  a  discowag- 
ed  state.     And  such  a  stale  would  be  attended  with  ita  pe* 
coliar  trials  and  temptations,  and  oonsequentty,  would  stand 
in  need  of  qipropriate  direction  and  support     What  dMc- 
tion  then  doeft  the  Prophet  give  7  What  support  does'  He 
poiirt  out  to  them  7  He  calls  them  to  the  exercise  of  di^ 
and  serious  reftsction.     He  bids  them  candidly  and  ckMy 
to  compare  past  things  with  present  circunmtances,  and  thns 
to  see  tvhether  there  was  not  ground  for  consolation  fiid  en- 
couragement i  for  this  is  the  meaning  and  object  of  fhe  fig* 
urativc  exhortation  in  the  text:    <*Look  unto    tbe  rock 
xviience  ye  are  hewA,  and  to  tbe  hole  of  the  pit,  whence  ye 
are  digged;^' — ^Was  it  on  a  public  account  that  they  wert 
concerned  ?  Were  tbey  grieved  and  discouraged  at  the  d^ 
pressed  state  of  tlie  cbufch  7  Let  tbem  call  to  mind,  hsw 
binall  its  beginnings^  had  been  ;  bow  unphimbing  its  com- 
mencement :  when  tiie  Lord  liad  "  called  Abraham  alone,'' 
a  single  individual,  witliout  any  apparent  prospect  of  issue, 
and  yet  bad  so  blessed  and  increased  him,  that  out  of  tbis 
Rock,  the  wiiolc  nation  and  church  of  Israel  had  been  pro- 
duced.    Were  their  afflictions  and  discouragements  of  a 
private  nature  7  Were  tlicy  cast  down  under  a  sense  of  their 
own  present  trials  and  troubles  7  Let  them  reflect  on  their 
natural  condition ;  on  the  state  in  which  tiicy  h«d  bees 
found ;  on  tiie  way  by  which  tliey  had  been  led  ;  *^  on  the 
liolc  of  the  pit  out  of  which  they  had  been  digged  f'  tbe 
depth  of  corruption,  guilt,  and  misery  from  which  they  had 
been  originally  brought.     If  tliey  were  now  built  up  *^  as 
lively  stones,"  in  the  spiritual  temple  of  God  ;  yet  let  them 
call  to  mind  the  rough  materials  out  of'  which   thc^y  had 
been  formed,  and  the  cxpence,  and  trouble,  and  time,  whicb 
it  had  cost,  to  fit  them  for  their  present  station.     Be4ec- 
tbiis  of  this  nature  would  tend  to  instruct  and  comlbrt  them 
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tete  exMte^  cireflmiiteiiceB ;  Wodd  point  out  tireir  daty 
aad  odBiiter  CMSrtatiilii. 

Frooi  Ais  explAimtibn  of  the  text,  I  would  dedace  the  fol* 
linriQgiBipofftmt  Inference,  namdj.  That  it  is  the  duty,  and 
iHU  bo  fitMT  Ae  benefit  of  erery  tnie  liervant  of  God,  occa- 
iiH|illy  U  rdfoet,  with  diie  seriousness,  on  his  own  original 
«tale»  on  ttie  rise  and  progress  of  religion  in  his  own  soul, 
Md  oCfte  et^riehce  which  he  has  thus  individually  had  of 
the  divine  power,  goodness,  and  mercy. 

With  a  triew  to  a  prictical  application  of  this  Inference,  I 
liMii  endeator  tnore  particularly 

4.  To  pofait  out  the  Persons  here  addressed* 

IL  To  explain  the  Exhortation  iiddressed%  them. 

I;  The  Ftoraons' addressed  in  the  text,  we  have  already 
ifcuuuul,  tfe  the  true  servants  of  God  :  but  in  more  partic- 
Utfly  pmttttng  them  out^  we  most  attend  to  the  description 
here  given  of  them.  And  in  this  description  we  shall  per- 
inire  a  striking  illostration  of  the  &ct  noticed  above,  name- 
ly of  tto  fRuneness  of  true  religion  at  all  times,  and  under 
every  dispensation.     The  persons  here  described  are  those, 

wlio  ^  follow  after  righteousness,  and  seek  the  Lord.*' 

Sttch  were  the  tme  pedple  of  God  under  the  Jewish  Church. 
ibid  heiw  exacfly  does  ttiis  description  accord  to  the  true  peo- 
ple cf  CM  nnd^  the  Christian  Church  ?  How  could  they  be 
—re  properiy  described^  than  as  peasons,  who  ^<  follow  af^ 
krrigfcteoasmeBs,  and  seek  the  Lord  ?''  Attend  to  the  par^ 
tkotera  ofthe  description.     They  ^seek  the  Lord."— The 
expression  to  $tdc,  implies  de^re,  and  endeavor.  The  persons 
here  spoken  of  derire  to  have  the  Lord  for  their  God.  They 
have  i«  their  judgments  decidedly  chosen  Him  for  their  por-t 
tion ;  aad  tiny  long  above  all  things  to  be  at  peace 'with 
Bin,  to  walk  with  Him,  to  have  communion  with  Him. 
Convinced  that  sin,  if  persisted  in,  must  be  their  ruin  ;  that 
the  wcnrM  with  all  its  allurements  cannot  make  them  happy ; 
Ikat  iMs  cannot  profit  them  ;  they  have  renounced  all  tbeso 
vanities  ;  they  have  ceased  to  trust  in  them,  and  to  be  in- 
fineaosd  by  them.     Their  desire  now  is  to  obtain  that  peace, 
sad  liappluess,  and  honor,  which  come  from  God  only.     It 
is  the  secret  language  of  their  hearts,  **  Lord  Tift  thou  up 
•the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us."     **  Whom  have  we 
in  heaven  bat  Thee  ?  And  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  we 
desire  besides  Thet."     And  while  tbey  thus  supremely  ds* 
Vol.  II.  n 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


250 

«ire  the  fkvor  of  God^'  they  aDxioudy  and  dilifcntty  iaita 
vor  to  obt  ain  it  They  use  the  a|ipoiiited  means,  in  which 
God  hath  promiaed  to  reveal  Himself  to  maa.  They  wait 
upon  Him  in  those  ordinaapes,  in  which  He  is  gracibQsly  io 
be  found ;  in  which  He  caases  His  Beaaty  and  Glot7  to  be 
seen }  in  which  He  gladdens  the  hearty  and  rrfraohoo  the 
Souls  of  those  who  search  for  Him. 

But  e^ecially  the  Persons  here  sprfien  of^  seek  the  Lord, 
by  **  following  after  rif^teousness."  This  is  the  other  part 
of  the  Description*  ^hteousness  in  Scriptai^  has  a  two- 
fold meaning.  It  sometimes  denotes  that  external  Riglit- 
eousness,  which  is  imputed  to  the  true  believer  in  Christ, 
and  in  this  sense  it  signifies  Justification.  At  other  tunes 
it  refers  to  that  internal  Holiness,  which  is  the  work  of  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  in  the  believer's  heart,  and  in  this  sense  it 
means  Sanctification.  In  the  passage  before  us,  we  may 
understand  it  in  both  these  senses.  Those  who  seek  the 
Lord  are  following  after  Righteousness,  both  JuatificatiQa 
and  Sanctiftcation  ;  and  following  after  them  in  the  way,  in 
which  alone  according  to  the  covenant  of  mercy,  these  Uess- 
ings  are  to  be  founds  They  are  seeking  them  by  Faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  in  dependance  on  His  promises^  and  thftmgk 
the  power  of  His  Spirit.  Deeply  convinced  of  their  owa 
guilt,  and  of  their  utter  insufficiency  to  save  themselves 
they  are  looking  for  pardon,  acceptance,  and  eternal  life 
solely  through  the  sufierings  and  obedience  of  EQm,  who 
was  their  Substitute  and  Surety.  Their  only  hope  of  heav- 
en is  founded  on  Hb  merits.  They  are  eameat^  iangiag 
with  the  A])o6tle  St  Paul,  <'  to  win  Christ,  and  to  be  foand 
in  Uira,  not  having  their  own  r^pl^eousness,  whtcfa  iaof  the 
law,  but  Uiai  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Christ,  the  Bight* 
eousness  which  is  of  God  by  Faith."  They  aie  dao  fid* 
lowing  after  holiness  ;  that  «  holiness,  without  which,  they 
know,  tliat  nu  man  shall  see  tlie  Lord.''  They  hanger  and 
thirst  after  Sanctification,  no  less  than  after  Tintifcralioir, 
While  they  desire  to  be  <<  found  in  Christ,"  they  alsa  demie 
to  ''  know  Him  and  the  power  of  His  Resurrection,  and  tbe 
fellowship  of  His  sufferings."  Sin,  whkh  they  once  loved 
and  practised,  and  served,  is  now  felt  to  be  their  bufdeiH 
their  shame,  and  their  abhorrence ;  and  to  mortify  and  Buh% 
duo  it  is  their  daily  desire  and  constant  aim.  Taught  by 
Uie  Grace    of  God,  which  bringeth  Salvation,  they  have 
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teMMii  to  deoy  mqpidHness  and  worldly  lusts ;  and  under 
tka  inflaence  of  tiM  Holj  Spirit  are  living  soiierly,  right- 
ooaaiy^  and  godly  in  this  present  world. 

8mch  are  the  trae  Servants  of  God  :  such  they  are  now : 
floeh,  according  to  the  measure  of  light  vouchsafed  to  them, 
they  were  in  the  Prophet's  time.  And  such  are  the  Per- 
sons described  and  addressed  in  the  text, 

I  proceed, 

U.  To  6K{dain  the  Exhortation  addressed  to  them. 

Tills  we  have  ahready  seen  is  conveyed  in  figurative 
language ;  **  Look  unto  the  rock,  whence  ye  are  hewn,  and 
to  Che  bole  of  the  pit,  whence  ye  are  digged.'^  But  the 
meaning  is  obvious,  <  Look  back  unto  your^ves.  Constd- 
er  what  you  once  were ;  in  what  a  depth  of  apostacy  and 
misevy  you  were  originally  sunk  Reflect  on  the  natural 
Imrdoess  of  your  heart ;  on  its  insensibility  to  Spiritual 
TMi^ ;  on  its  dreadful  alienation  from  God.  See  this 
slate  of  things  exemplified. 

First.     In  your  original  Conversion  to  Gtod. 

Secondly.     In  your  subsequent  Conduct  towards  Him* 

1.  Retrace  in  your  memory  the  Gircumstance$  of  your 
arifinat  Csnversum  to  God.  Cannot  you  call  to  mind  the 
time  when  yoii  were  ^*  living  without  God  in  the  world," 
wdkk^  in  the  flesh,  and  altogether  carnally-minded  ?  Per- 
haps yon  were  living  in  the  practice  of  gross  sin ;  in  the 
aHowed  indolgence  of  some  unlawful  passion,  or  in  the  im- 
Boderalie  gratification  of  some  lawful  appetite.  Or  if  this  . 
were  not  exactly  thecase^  you  yet  were  making  the  world 
year  Otai,  devoted  t6  its  cares,  its  pleasures,  or  its  honors, 
cboomiig  to  have  your  portion  in  it,  and  looking  for  your 
sojoymeMs  ftom  it.  At  any  rale  Sdf  was  your  idol ;  the 
Ood,  whom  yon  served  and  worshipped,  and  wene  resolved 
to  gratify.  So  that  in  some  way  or  other  you  fell  under 
the  general  description  which  St  Paul  gives  of  mankind, 
as  ^  ditUren  of  disobedience ;  among  whom  also,  (he  pur- 
saeo,)  we  all  bad  our  conversation  in  times  past,  fn  the  lusts 
oConr  flesh,  falflUing  the  desires  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  mind, 
and  were  by  nature  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others."* 
li  amgr  imleed  have  been,  that  you  were  not  entirely  without 
affrebepsions  of  God,  nay,  without  some  scriptural 

^  ^pheSi  S.  % 
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MtwBS  respediflir  BiBif  Md  tbt  my  of  sihrattM :  ii|n1|M^ 
§Mj  you  even  profioflBed  yoonelf  Ua  senranty  andfreqaeotod 
his  ordinances.  But  notwitbstandipy  ctm  thia  fiotmoC 
godliness,  you  are  now  sensiUey  that  tbare  was  m  sptril  in 
i^  Ton  bad  no  real  jfytrtHi4i{  views  and  af  prehonsion  a  of 
God.  No  {Mractical  abiding  impressipn  was  nmiit  on  yaar 
heart  Tou  saw  not,  you  felt  not  tbat  you  were  a  last  a»d 
miserable  sinner  ready  to  perish  ;  who  had  no  strength^  or 
goodness  at  your  own ;  and  nwst  be  saved,  if  saved  at  alU 
by  onnipc^nt  grace.  Tpu  inight  perbqis  allow  that  tba 
JBcriptpres  contained  some  statements  of  this  kind.  Bnt 
every  pergonal  ap^ication  of  it  to  fmrulf  yoa  strongly  re- 
sisted. Convictions  of  if&wr  awn  guiH  and  eoiraption  and 
misery  yofi  would  not  admit :  and  as  to  spiritual,  vital  Ra» 
ligion,  if  you  did  not  treat  the  mention  of  it  with  ridicde 
and  rqiroach,  yet  you  beard  of  it  with  indifference,  or  n- 
|(arded  it  as  delusion.  Becdlect  whetbar  in  soma  suck  res* 
pects  as  these  you  did  not  evidence  the  hardness  of  yamr 
heart,  its  alienation  from  Godf  and  its  insensibilify  to  faeavj 
enly  and  spiritual  things. 

And  when  the  season  of  the  Lord^s  mercy  to  yon  draw  ' 
near^  when  the  Spirit  of  God,  thfwgb  the  nunrntry  of  tha 
word,  began  to  dispel  this  darimesB,  and  to  impress  waw  eao» 
victions  on  your  mind  :  bow  oOea  and  bow  lan|^  did  yaa 
resist  these  motions !  How  slow  were  yoii  in  adnSttii^  tiia 
truths  disdosed  to  you !  How  nnwiUing  to  give  up  yow*  own 
preconceived  nottons,  your  good  opinion  of  youracdC  year  in*^ 
ward  oppotttion  to  qnritual  relijpoB }  Was  not  tho  natand 
pride  and  unbelief  of  your  heart  at  this  period  iacontestaUj 
proved  ?  Though  driven  from  ana  false  fanndatian  of  bep^ 
you  had  recourUe  |o  another.     You  triad  etrary  way  of  e»r 
tablisbii^  youp  own  righteousness,  and  of  CMtrmiof  year 
own  peace ;  till  absolute  neceasity  c4mpalM  you  to'  flsa  for 
refuge  to  the  hope  of  the  tiospsl,  and  to  <Mt  yauiadf  |iaf^ 
ishi^g  on  the  mercy  of  Cbfist*    And  airaii  there  baw  kmk^ 
ward  were  you  at  beli^viag  his  pwitniafig  \  Saw  diatmstM  of 
his  word !   How  long  tossed,  it  may  ba^  witjk  dsabta  and 
fears,  before  you  were  brought  confidently  to  take'BlBi 
m  your  Saviour,  and  entirely  to  rely  on  bis  promises.  %m^ 
ly,  in  retracing  the  steps  of  yoor  oiiginal   CoJvMrsioh  to 
Cod  (if  they  in  any  degree  resemble  thpse,  which  have 
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hmm  imzrikUf)  /m  dmhI  te  ilrMgiy  rwrnidtd  of  <<  tha 
Mdcy  wiMiice  yoa  were  liew%  uid  of  tte  hole  of  the  pi^ 
triMweyM  were  digged.'* 

See  the  mm»  eUte  of  tUagt  exempliftedt 

S.  Jii  f0iir  wtoifiieiif  Omdiiel  toironb  GmL  SImo  the 
thae  u  wUeh  you  flnt  knew  Him  in  tratb,  and  gave  your- 
mUn^U  serve  Him  in  the  Goepel  of  His  Son,  what  has 
been  ths  sMe  of  yonr  hear^  of  its  alhcttonsy  its  tempers, 
mmI  tts  diBpssittons  ?  Have  all  these  heea  nniformly  such,  as 
tUi  smteader  and  profession  imidj  and  reqnire?  Have 
there  been  no  remainiag  corrosions,  no  lustings  of  the 
flesh,  no  reHcIs  of  the  dd  man  still  abiding  and  worldng  in 
the  soul  ?  Have  the  inembers  of  the  body  ^  sin  been  aU 
mortifted  ?  Has  every  offending  fimb  been  Matty  cot  off? 
Qas  there  been  no  perverseness  inthd  wiH ;  no  disaffection 
in  the  heart ;  no  coldness  in  devotion ;  no  baclcwardness  in 
ihrnnggood  resohitfons;  no  tardiness  in  accomplishing 
them ;  no  yidding  to*  temptation ;  no  failing  in  circum- 
ipeetioa  and  watdrfMness ;  no  backrilding  in  practice^  no 
revival  of  former  sins  ^  no  returning  to  former  habits ;  no 
desfareB  after  fsrliidden  objects ;  no  fiear  of  man ;  no  dread 
of  the  cross  ;  no  reloctance  to  encounter  shame  and  reproach 
jCmt  Chrtslfs  sake?  Alas,  my  brother,  has  there  not  on  the 
contrary  btsn  too  much  of  aU  these  things  ?  Retrace  in  your 
ineaMMiy  the  Lord's  dealings  with  yem  from  the  time  yon 
have  known  Him,  and  your  conduct  towards  JSRm.  What 
kindm.su,  whai  goodness,  what  forbearance,  what  long- 
oflMng  on  His  part!  What  ingratitade,  what  distrust. 
Mat  impafienee^  what  provocation  on  your  part!  HowsmaU 
is  the  progreoo  whieh  you  have  made  in  holiness,  comp^fed 
wMi  tlie  means  alid  opportunities  which  you  have  enjoyed !  ' 
How  duH  have  you  been  in  understanding  the  truths  and 
diffeeOoBi  of  Scripture :  how  slow  in  obeying  them !  When 
biwnght  thnmgfa  your  own  folly  or  sin  into  circumstances  of 
dMcaily  and  danger,  how  prone  have  you  been  to  quarrel 
with  those  very  means,  which  the  Lord's  wiadom  au4  mercy 
hsfe  davisad  for  your  deKverance !  How  often  have  you 
wandered  from  the  fbid,  and  but  for  the  care  of  the  Good 
Shepherd,  wbdd  have  perished  for  ever !  See  in  this  review 
of  your  Conduct  the  utter  depravity  of  the  natural  heart,  its 
aHomlion  fhnn  (Bod,  its  insensibflity  to  spiritual  things. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


fi54 

^  liooksatatbe  rockf  whence  ye  were  htWB,  aad  to  the  kok 
W  the  pit,  whence  ye  were  da^^*'' 

From  this  view  of  the  Persons  deecrihed  in  the  test  and 
of  the  Exhortation  addreeeed  to  them,  I  shall  now  proceed 
to  make  a  practicd  application  of  the  snliject 

My  Christian  bfethren,  <<  ye  that  follow  after  rigUeew* 
■ees,  ye  that  seek  the  Lord,  look  unto  the  rock  whence  ye 
were  hewn»  and  to  the  hole  of  the  pit,  whence  ye  were  d%- 
ged«^ — Reflect  on  your  deep  iq^etacy  from  God ;  on  the 
corruption  of  your  aatore ;  on  the  hardness  of  your  hearty 
as  iUostratsd  in  your  original  converaion  to  God,  and  is 
your  suhseqoent  conduct  towards  Him— and  say,  ffi&t  Xss- 
$am$  do  these  Reflections  teach  7 

Do  they  not  incolcato  HumUUaf,  and  Seff-ainsemeni  ?  Can 
you  think  seriously  on  these  things,  and  not  find  your  pviiB 
to  be  mortified  and  subdued  2  Call  to  mind  that  you  weie 
once  in  a  stato  of  hopeless  misery,  covered  with  guilt  and 
exposed  to  ruin  ;  but  at  the  same  tisM  so  bUnd  that  yea 
saw  not,  that  you  suspected  not  your  danger,  JBnt  in  this 
stote  the  Lord  freely  made  Himself  known  to  you.  He 
found  yeu,  when  you  sought  Him  not  You  had  done  no- 
thii^  to  merit  his  favor,  but  much  to  provoke  his  wralk 
Yet  he  had  pity  on  you.  He  ^<  brought  you  by  a  way  thst 
you  knew  not  of.  He  led  you  in  paths  that  you  had  not 
known.  He  made  darkness  light  before  you,  and  crooksl 
things  straight  These  things  He  did  unto  you — and  hsi 
not  since   forsaken    you.''     Notwithstanding  your 


pro  vocations  He  has  not  been  weary  of  doii^  you  gond^ 
Notwithstanding  your  negUgences,  and  mi^^kes,  and  A 
ftnpities.  He  has  not  discarded  you  from  his  service.  Be 
still  bears  with  you ;  employs  you ;  accepts  yon ;  treaCs  you 
with  kindness ;  regards  you  with  favor,  and  designs  your 
happincs9^  Can  you  think  on  all  this  unmerited  mercy  ;  es 
all  this  undeserved,  spontaneous  loving-kindness  to  you,  and 
not  be  filled  with  the  deepest  sham^  and  homilialieu  of 
heart ;  Are  you  not  ready  to  exclaim  with  Holy  Job^  ^  Be- 
hold I  am  vije ;  what  shall  I  answer  Theei  1  will  lay  nsy 
hand  upon  my  mouth."  t<  I  abhor  myself  and  repeat  in 
dust  an4  ^ehes  ?'* 

Do  not  the  same  Reflections  incukato  also  and  pnonwte 
the  Graces  of  Pqiknctf  ContentmetU,  VinA  tesignotkm  f  Was 
such  indeed  originally  your  lost  condition  ?  Was  such  your 
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Mtt  by  natflre  and  by  practice  ?  Have  you  pArtaken  ^ 
mcfa  nercy  ?  HaTe  you  been  deKvered^  freely  <<  without 
aeiiey»  and  witbeut  pmce^  from  so  much  misery?  Have  you 
efen  now  so  much  ingratitode  remaining  in  your  heart  ? 
Are  you  oftentimes  so  rebeUioas,  and  at  all  times  so  un-^ 
profitable  i  Do  you  however  stUl  experience  so  much  kind* 
■MSy  «id  daily  receive  no  many  blessings  ?  Is  this  the  case  2 
Aad  can  you  contplaia,  and  mut^ur,  if  in  some  r^q;>ectB 
year  iiidiiiaifens  are  crossed,  and  your  desires  un^A|ified  ? 
Study  Bormuring  and  discontent  become  not  you;  you^  who 
particulate  in  so  many  unmerited  gifts.  ^  Look  unto  the 
Bodt,  whanee  you  were  hewn/'  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
Lwd's  mepcjf  instead  of  being  now  a  living  stone  in  his 
spirttial  buiMing,  yon  would  still  have  been  a  part  of  that 
natond  Socky  an  unshaken  mass  of  sin  and  unbelief.  And 
after  sudi  diatinguisfaing  kindness  can  you  object  to  the  place 
wUch  He  baa  thought  fit  to  assign  to  you  in  his  edifice  ? 
Gaa  yo«  oowplatn  because  He  has  not  allotted  to  you  a  more 
fimiitd,  a  moreconqiicttous^  or  a  more  honorable  station  ? 
**  Look  nnto  tte  ptt^  whence  you  were  digged  -/'  tiiat  pit, 
^  HI  whieb  there  Is  no  water  f*  and  out  of  which  the  Lord 
has  brought  yon  by  the  Mood  of  His  covenant  Look  at 
that  pit  of  darkness  and^comiption.  Compare  it  with  the 
llgirt,  and  Bfe,  and  liberty,  which  you  now  enjoy ;  with  the 
prtvy^ges  vauchaafed  to  you,  with  the  glory  set  before  you  ; 
this  review,  after  this  comparison,  can  yon  feel 
with  your  let  ?  Surely  you  must  rather  exclaim 
wMi  the  Apoefle  **  I  have  learned  in  whatsoever  state  I  am, 
tiMrewifli  to  be  content  :*'  or  with  pious  Eli,  '<  It  is  the 
Lord  ;  let  Him  do  what  seemeth  Him  good.'* 

These  Refections  teach  also  another  le^on.  They 
stavnC^y  inculcate  the  ^Ctce$sity  of  a  continual  dependance  on 
Sifmat  gmet  to  work  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do«  Think 
on  your  origimd  condition  ^  on  the  state  of  sin  and  death, 
in  wMcb  you  were  plunged,  and  in  wliich  you  would  still 
hmt  continued  to  be  plunged,  had  not  the  Spirit  of  God 
qwkkened  you,  and  put  into  you  spiritual  life  *,  had  He  not 
takes  away  the  heart  of  stone,  and  given  to  you  a  heart  of 
flesh  ;  an  humble,  a  tender,  and  an  obedient  heart.  Think 
I  aa^f  en  these  things ;  and  see  how  entirely  you  stand  in 
Doad  of  the  same  spirit.*  to  maintain  the  life  which  He  first 
imparted.     Without   His  quickening  power  you  would  to 
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tiii9  dajr  bave  tieen  dead  in  trtepasMs  atiA  mm.  WilfaMl 
\Us  preventing  grace  yon  are  at  this  daj  anable  t^  thiirik  or 
to  do  any  thing  that  is  good;  He,  who  Afalt  insured  yod 
With  holy  desires,  most  stHl  inspire  yon  with  ttieai.  Ho 
who  first  taaght  you  Ui  pray  in  the  Spirit  nrasi  stitt  teaoii 
yon  to  pray  in  it.  tfe  who  firrt  enabled  you  to  brAng  fbHh 
spiritual  fruit,  acceptable  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ,  must 
still  enable  you«^-Pray  then  fi»r  liis  help;  Depend  opou 
liis  giffte*  Undertake  nothing  in  your  own  strei^th.  Be 
strong  in  the  Lord>  and  in  the  power  of  his  might.  So  shiH 
ybu  be  more  than  conquerors  through  Him  that  loivoth  you; 

These  Reflections  have  also  u  tendency  to  produce  Apt 
and  Encouragemeni.  P«*haps  yoa  may  at  times  he  hnrissid 
with  distressing  a{ifprehensions  as  to  your  true  intetost  nft 
Jesus  Christ  Hiding  iome  distinct  Jmrceptioos  of  Ohfis^ 
tian  HoUness,  seeing  what  BUinner  of  personi  tnio  Ctett^ 
tians  ought  to  be  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godliness,  and 
comparing  with  this  exalted  standard  your  own  defeottv#  set- 
tainments  in  hdliness,  yon  are  ready  to  eonehdci  tini  f$m 
are  no  real  Christian.  Finding  so  much  evil  rcliiiaing  in 
your  hearts,  yt>u  are  tempted  to  doubts  wbetter  yum  wire 
ever  made  a  partalcerof  renewing  gfaco.  But  at  sucil  dsa- 
sons,  ^  Look  unto  the  Rock,  wlience  yon  were  bevhi,  adMo 
tbe  hole  of  the  Pit,  whence  you  were  digged.'*  Odi  4e 
mind  your  original  st&te,  the  natural  deadness  of  your  heart 
to  spiritual  things.  At  that  time  you  know  nothing,  yoa 
felt  nothing,  you  desired  nothing  in  respect  to  tine,  vMil^ 
spiritual  religion.  Compare  your  state  then  with  your  diate 
now.  Now  you  know  what  spiritual  religion  Is.  Yon  litve 
spiritual  feelings,  and  desires.  Ton  lotig  and  e^nddavor  at 
ter  spiritual  objects.  Surdy  this  is  it  sign  of  life.  The 
dead  fed  not,  desire  not,  strive  not  Lot  these  reflections 
allay  your  feai*s,  ahd  invigorate  your  hopes.  Tiiough  yoa 
may  as  yet  be  only  a  babe  in  Christ ;  yet  an  in&mta^thriy 
lives  as  a  full  grown  man.  Prove  to  yonrselfthat  you  have 
life  in  you  by  seeking  after  the  sincere  milk  of  tiie  word. 
Seek  it  and  grow  thereby.  Prove  to  yoursdf  thirt  you  arc 
indeed  a  partaker  of  a  new  and  holy  nature,  by  firifowing 
after  holiness  and  walking  in  newness  irfliife. 

Such  are  some  of  the  Lessons  here  suggested  to  theses 
nvho  in  the  way  which  has  been  described,  *^  foHow  nfter 
righteousness  and  seek  the  Lord.^ 
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But  the  subject  admits  also  of  another  less  exclusive  apl 
pBcation*  It  furnishes  one  lesson  of  general  importance : 
ftr  it  teaches  us  how  holj  and  practical  in  its  tendency  is 
trae^  Yituly  evangelical  Religion ;  that  Religion^  which  be^ 
gluBii^;  in  a  deep  apiritnal  conviction  of  sin,  leads  to  faith 
in  Christ  as  the  only  source  of  peace,  hope,  and  consolation, 
and  the  main  sfuing  of  life  and  action.  Religion  thus  de- 
ucribedt  is  often  encountered  by  prejudice,  or  regarded  with 
Mi^cion»  on  the  su{qposition  that  it  tends  to  wyJien  the  obli- 
galioBS  to  moral  obedience,  and  to  open  a  door  to  licentious 
and  Antiinmiian  consequences.  Let,  however,  the  use  which 
has  beeii  made  of  the  text  shew  how  unreasoqable  are  such 
psHfudiceflii  bow  erroneous  are  such  suspicions.  True,  vital, 
evapgritoil  Religion  is  dos^ly  and  uniformly  connected 
with-pawmnal  iMdiness,  So  intimate  is  the  union  betwoeir 
thmn,  that  they  can  never  be  aepsu^ated.  Should  any  one 
9f0cMivdff  mfipf(m  the  contrary,  it  is  evident  that  he  is 
9fUixdy  UMoquainted  with  the  mibject  on  which  he  profess^ 
is  to  hoM  his  opinioiw  Should  any  onejirasticii%  conclude 
thit  each  a  s^aration  is  possible,  it  is  as  evident  that  he 
has  nearer  firit  the  power  of  true  Religion  on  bis  Soul*  Botfal 
4mw  their  ntter  ignorance  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 
MMk  Aew  ttie  need  they  have  of  coming  to  Him  as  little 
ehfldreat  that  they  may  be  taught  of  God ;  that  being  born 
asaia  hj  tbe  regenerating  influences  of  bis  Spirit  they  may 
he  bruiigbt  experimentally  to  know,  what  it  is  to  follow  after 
i^htattsness,  and  to  seek  the  Lord.  Her^  is  their  reme- 
dy. Here,  my  Brethren,  is  your  cure,  your  only  cure,  for 
thaa»  cvroneotts  and  distorted  views  fit  true  Religion.  Come 
haaib^  to  Jesus  Christ  Laying  aside  prejudice  i<nd  self- 
conceit,  cast  yoarselves  before  His  throne  of  Mercy.  Coq- 
fimala  lUm  your  ignorance.  Pray  to  Him  for  bis  Spirit  to 
eaiigMan  and  convince  yoa ;  to  take  of  the  things  of  Christ 
and  to  shew  them  unto  you.  So  shall  you  find  rest  untef 
year  souls.  He  who  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  up^ 
hraideth  aot^  wiU  give  t9  you*  Be  will  give  you  wisdom^ 
even  that  wisdom  which  is  from  above ;  <<  the  nu^rchandite 
oCwUch  i9  better  than  the  merchandize  of  silver,  and  the 
gain  thereof  than  of  ftne  gold^'^-^^y  the  God  of  all  graca 
tad  meroif  incline  your  hearts  to  seek  Him.  Miiy  He  lead 
you  into  tH  Tmlb^  and  Uess  you  with  all  spiritual  blessings 
in  J^esas  Christ ! 

Toi.  IL  5S 
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SKHMOK  xxvn. 

G6d  glorited  in  the  SofiTerings  of  Chriat. 

J6HK5  xu.  is. 

« 

father^  gUnify  thy  J^Tame. 

IN  orde^  JQsfly  fo  Itppreclote  the  ehaftcferof 
an  indiridiial,  att^tilon  iiiust  be  patid  tb  the  peciditf  drewn- 
stances  iir  which  he  is  phu^.    Exodlences  or  defects  in 
liis  conduct  will  be  more  or  I^bs  consplctioiisy  in  proportion' 
as  the  advantages  which  he  elijoys,  or  tiie  diflbalties  with 
which  he  contends,  are  more  clearty  ascertiiaed^     Manf 
minute  particulars,  which  at  first  sight  escape  obserfatioii^ 
may  have,  when  discovered,  a  coiisidend>le  share  in  deAer* 
mining  the  real  merit  of  bis  pretensions  |  may  dilninish  1r# 
imaginary  lustre,  or  diffuse  around  him  a  brighter  ra^ince. 
In  contemplating  the  character  of  our  Blessed'  Saviemv 
as  delineated  in  the  Gospel,  we  cannot  but  be  stmek  Willi 
admiration  at  the   unshaken  fortitude  whieb  he  furifemri^ 
displayed.     But  there  was  one  circumstance,  petinlitirto 
himself,  w  hicli,  when  duly  noticed,  pfaices  his  fortfliide  in  a 
Car  more  elevated  and  interesting  point  of  view*    He  was 
from  the  beginning  exactly  acquainted  with  every  partieukr 
which  would  occur  in  b»  eventfiil  life.     Even  at  Ms  irsi 
entrance  on  his   ministry,  he  distinctly  saw  the  ndttraMe 
close,  in  which  it  would  terminate :  and,  during  the  whole 
continuance  of  his  laborious  and  unwearied  exertioBS,  bier 
bad  constantly  before  his  eyes  the  ignominy  and  suArii^ 
whicli  awaited  him,  the  stripes  and  boffetings,  the  crown  of 
thorns,  the  agony  and  bloody  sweat,  the  cross  and  passfam.r 
When,  therefore,  with  such  objects  present  before  Mi%  we 
see  him  ^  stedfostly  setting  ills  face  to  go  up  to  Jenfsalem  f^ 
when  with  such  a  baptism  to  be  baptized  with^  we^bear  him 
complaining  of  bleing  *<  straitiened  till  it  be  accomplished  ;'' 
how  greatly  is  our  admiration  of  hb  fortitude  increased  I 
Vjeived  under  these  circumstances,  how  transceadently  glori- 
ous docs  his  chan^cter  appear !  At  what  an  infinite  dis- 
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taaoe  does  it  remove  all  ^  celdirated  example^,  ot  mng- 
mammtjf  which  history^  sacred  or  profanef  has  proposed 
to  the  wonder  and  the  imitation  of  mankind. 

Nor  was  the  fortitude  which  Jesus  displayed,  the  result 
of  insensibility  $  of  a  mind  destitute  of  the  tender  feelings 
of  humanity.  No*  He  partook  of  all  the  passive  infirmi- 
ties of  our  nature  :  so  &r  as  was  consistent  with  the  most 
spotless  purity,  he  <<  was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  wp 
are:"  while  he  wept  for  others,  he  felt  for  himself;  and 
there  were  seasons,  in  which  the  apprehension  of  his  suffer- 
ings, though  it  could  not  overwhelm  his  soul,  weighed  it 
down  with  the  heaviest  sorrow. 

Such  seasons,  however,  were  transient,  and  served  only 
to  aogiBent  the  glory  of  his  character.  Au  instance  occurs 
in  the  passage  connected  with  the  te^t.  Jesus,  havings 
spoken  of  his  death,  exclaims,  ^^  Now  is  my  soul  troubled  i 
and  what  shall  I  say  ?  Father,  save  me  from  this  hour !" 
This  was  the  prayer,  which  infirmity  suggested.  Human 
natsre  shrunk  at  the  prospect  of  misery ;  it  would  gladly 
have  declined  the  bitter  draught  prepared  for  it.— But  the 
inflnence  of  such  feelings  was  momentary ;  he  dismisses  the 
suggeetion  with  abhorrence.  *^  But  for  this  cause  came  I 
mrtu  this  hour."  And  then,  with  collected  firmness,  and 
boly  feaignation,  be  consecrates  himself  to  God,  '<  Father, 
I^U«fy  tiqr  Name." 

This  noble  triumph  of  principle  over  feeling,  of  a  sense 
of  dn^  over  the  infirmity  of  nature,  su|^;ests  many  interest- 
uig  aod  instructive  reflections.  But  the  point  which  I  pur- 
fOM  to  select  for  consideration,  is  the  view  which  Jesus 
beie  givw  of  his  death,  as  connected  with  the  glory  of  God. 
Be  reproients  the  divine  ^ry  as  about  toMerive  additional 
liptV9»  from  his  sufferings,  **  Father,  glorify  thy  Name." 
As  iC  be  bad  said,  *  Father,  to  glorify  thy  Name  is  the  work 
wiiicli  I  have  freely  undertaken ;  the  object  which  I  have 
stedlastly  kept  in  view*  For  this  cause  came  I  unto  this  hour. 
$baU  I  now  recede  from  my  purpose?  Far  be  such  a 
thought  *  Since  the  attainment  of  this  glorious  object  can 
be  accomplished  only  by  my  obedience  unto  death,  I  devote 
m^elf  ta  this  service.  «*  If  this  cup  cannot  pass  away  from 
me,  except  I  drink  it,  thy  will  be  done." ' 

In  discoursing  on  this  important  subject,  t  shall  proceed 
to  shew. 
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I.  WiMrt  is  niemt  bf  God^  NaflM  Mng  gloriftMl. 

tl.  Hdw  ek>d^i  Nane  is  glorHM  by  the  MffiBiiiigs  mi 
death  of  Christ 

J.  The  Nsme  of  God  iododes  sM  which  at  preaeiit  wa 
know  of  God.  ^  He  is  a  spirit  No  maa  hi^  seen  bin 
at  any  time.'^  His  Name  eonprebeads  those  infiaile  tmr* 
fectionsy  by  which  be  has  rereakd  Inmself  to  us  in  bis  wofka 
and  in  bis  word.  In  the  maniftatatbn  of  these  perfcelioai 
consists  bis  glory*  When  Moses  besoaght  the  Lord^  say- 
ing, <^  Shew  me  thy  g^ry/'  he  said,  ^  I  wW  make  d  niy 
goodness  pass  before  thee,  and  I  will  proclaim  the  NaaM  it 
the  Lord  before  thee.''*  Aad  what  was  the  Name  pm- 
dained,  but  a  declaration  of  Ma  ONSBtial  petfpctisBS,  ami 
glorioas  aUribotes  ?  «^  The  Lord,  the  Lord  Qod^  merdM 
and  gracioas,  long  aatbring,  and  abandant  in  goudaeas  aad 
trath ;  keeping  mercy  far  tiionsands,  forgiving  iniqwityf 
and  transgression,  and  sin ;  ud  that  wHI  by  no  means  desa 
tfae  gaiity.^t  To  glarifjr,  then,  the  Name  of  God,  is  ta 
manifefil  his  infinite  perfections.  Wbatever  tends  asoreft- 
hstriously  to  display  these  infinite  perfectfams,  eialts  1» 
character,  and  angaienta  the  glory  of  his  Naaie. 

Thos  the  works  of  creation  and  of  pinnridenoe  conspiteta 
increase  the  divine  glory,  by  shewing  forth  the  inffaita^pl^ 
^m,  power,  and  goodness  of  him  who  made,  contrived,  mid 
nphoids  them.  ''  Hte  eternal  power  aad  godhead  are  dear- 
ly seen,  being  understood  by  the  things  that  are  made. 
The  heavens  dechre  tbe  glory  of  God.  All  thy  mtfka 
praise  thee,  O  Lord."  The  terrible  judgments 
which  God  executes  on  the  wicked,  are  so  many  j 
to  his  glory,  by  displaying  in  a  signal  manner,  tbe  i 

of  bis  character,  the  righteousness  of  his  govemmeaft, 

the  truth  of  his  word.  When  be  broogbt  in  the  flood  ot 
waters  upon  the  worid  of  the  ungodly :  when  be  destroyed 
the  wicked  cities  of  the  plain  by  fire  and  brimstone  out  eC 
heaven  :  when  lie  caused  tbe  earth  to  open,  and  to  swallbw. 
fip  Eorab,  Oathan,  and  Abiram—wbat  glorioas  maaiftsta* 
tions  did  these  awfol  events  exhibit  of  his  holy  hatred  «CiAn, 
and  of  the  irresistaUe  strength  of  his  arm?  What  is  tlia 
language  which  tbe  Almighty  himself  emfrioys,  when  pre- 
dicting the  overthrow  of  the  Egyptians  in  tbe  Bed  Sea  ?%  I 

I 
»  Exodus,  xxxiu.  19.       f  Exodus,  xwiv.  6,  7. 
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triH  get  HO  lieMr  nptm  FbiftDii  mA  i^m  M  Us  tesft 
WtnM  is  tfae  language  whieb  Momb  enqpbjra  in  cdebnMng 
(Us  Iremendotts  display  of  Ayine  TengeaiM^  7  ^<  Thy  right 
feandy  O  Lardy  is  liecome  fjkMiam  iapower :  thj  right  handy 
•  liOTd,  h«th  dashed  in  pleees  ttie  eaettijr.  And  in  tiie 
gimtiwsH  of  tUne  eKdkney  tban  Itet  grerttafown  them 
thttt  rose  up  agidnst  thee)  thorn  sentsst  forth  thy  wrath> 
wirich  eonsnmed  them  as  atahUe*  Who  is  like  onto  tbee^ 
O  Iiordy  amot^  the  gods  ?  Who  is  MLe^nnto  thee^  glorious 
in  it^Kmssy  IfeaiiM  in  prabeSy  doin|f  wonders?^! 

B«t  fhrther^  M  it  he  rememWired»  that  In  order  to  glori- 
tf  the  Name  of  CMI,  it  is  reqaisitey  not  only  that  his  iri^* 
Bite  perfectiona  be  mmrifbsted,  liat  that  they  be  manifested 
in  ftA  harmony  and  agreement  ^wfth  each  other.  To  exalt 
one  ^  his  great  attribates  at  the  eKpeaae  of  another  would 
bo  no*  to  augment,  but  lo  diarinish  his  glory.  Should  his 
mmfCjTp  for  instance,  be  dispensed  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
make  it  appear  that  he  was  less  than  perfectly  holy,  just» 
and  trae,  his  character,  instead  of  being  mt^nlfted,  would 
be  rendered  leu  glorious.  €k»d  most  be  infinite  In  all  his 
atMbutes.  One  must  not  be  restrained  by  another.  One 
niMt  not  encroach  upon  another.  All  must  agree  together. 
An  must  be  exercised  together  without  interference  or  dis- 
order. Aad,  in  proportioti  as  this  harmony  of  the  divine 
perfections  is  more  conspicuoudy  displayed,  the  Name  of 
Ood  ft^pears  more  glorious. 

IL  I  proceed  to  shew  how  Ood^  Name  is  glorified  by 
the  wrifciiigs  and  death  of  Christ.  The  death  of  Christ 
was  ahamefiil  and  accursed :  for  *^  cursed  is  erery  one  that 
haageih  upon  a  tr^'t  His  soffbrings  before  his  death  were 
autkiplied  and  excessive.  He  suffered  both  in  body  and  in 
mfl;  by  the  band  id  man,  and* by  the  hand  of  God.  Not 
mdj  were  flie  malice  and  fiiry  of  the  Jews  and  Romans  coui' 
feincd  agahwt  him ;  not  only  were  the  powers  of  darkness 
htlteae  upon  hhn;  but  it  also  ^ pleased  the  Lord  to  bruisd 
hwm/*  aodto  ^aflliethim  in  the  day  of  his  fierce  anger.**  No 
sontnr  was  ever  like  his  sorrow.  But  how  was  the  Name 
of  "Crod  glorified  in  his  sorrow  ?  How  were  the  infitiite  per- 
iEeetfem  of  the  Grodhead  manifested  in  the  awAtI  spectacle 
WUch  Gediseaiane  and  Calvary  exhftited  ?  Qad  Jesus  been 

•  £9codu8^  39v.  ir.       t  Exodus,  xv^  $,  7. 11.       t  GaL  in.  13. 
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m  siBBtTf  ike  dime  jortice  and  hnlMnap  Blight  hmre  hem 
diai^aj^  in  tiie  ««fferiiig8  which  he  endured.  God  might 
bwne  been  glorified  in  executing  open  him  the  punishmeat 
which  he  had  incurred.  But  Jeaus  was  net  a  sinner :  **  b% 
bad  done  no  s^i ;  neither  vas  guile  found  in  his  month. 
The  prince  of  this  world  had  no  part  in  him.*'  Though 
)ie  auflfored  more  than  any  other  man  ewr  suffered ;  jdh  w^- 
like  to  all  the  rest  of  manl^nd^  he  deserved  not  to  baveaufir 
fered  at  aU«  Bow  then  waaOod  gloriftei  in  hia  suSetiJiigs* 
We  should  haye  thought  timt  it  would  have  redounded  mmn 
to  tlie  glory  of  God  to  have  interposed  in  his  behalf  i  to 
liave  rescued  him  froni  danger ;  to  have  poured  vengeance 
on  his  adversaries* 

31iall  we  remove  this  difficulty  by  saying  that  he  anfev^ 
ed  for  others ;  that  he  endured  the  wrath  of  Qod^  and  the 
pains  of  the  crosSf  not  for  hia  own  sinSf  but  for  the  aina  nf 
the  world  ?  But  how  was  God  *^  f^rified'^  by  such  a  aubeti^ 
ttttion  2  We  will  allow  that  Us  mercy  towards  sinners  ought 
be  shewn  in  admitting  anpther  to  suffer  in  their  stead  f  bnt 
what  shall  we  say  of  bis  holiness !  Would  not  this  porfiMV 
tion  suSer  loss  by  such  an  exohange^  and  appear  less  g^r 
rlous  ?  Would  Gh>d's  holy  hatred  of  sin  be  display^ed  aa 
clearly  in  the  temporary  suSeringSf  however  goiaty  of  e^i 
righteous  individuaU  as  in  the  everlasting  misery  and  deatruo*' 
lion  of  a  whole  worid  of  sinners?  Would  the  former  ^lectai^ 
clc  have  afforded  an  exhibition  equally  awful  with  the  lattei^ 
of  the  holiness  of  God^s  character*  and  of  the  righteousness 
of  his  moral  government  ?  Consider  with  yoonelviap  niy 
brethren :  bring  home  tbequesthm  to  your  own  experience. 
Bciboldf  on  the  one  hand»  an  innocent  man  undergoii^all 
the  agonies  which  Jesus  underwent     Contemplate,  on  the 
other^  millions  of  wretched^spirits  plunged  into  that  lake  of 
torment,  where  tlie  worm  never  dietb,  and  the  fire  is  never 
quenched.     Which  sight  aSects  you  most  ?  In  which  is  th^ 
holy  character  of  God  most.cteaqly  seen  2  Does  not  the  lat* 
ter  confessedly  fill  you  with  the  greatest  dread  of  sin,t  aii4 
with  the  most  awful  thoughts  of  the  divine  perfections? 
Ilow  then  can  God  be  glorified  in  the  vicarious  suflpmngs 
of  Christ  for  sinners,  when  those  sufferings  displsy  bis  gh^ 
rious  attributes  less  clearly,  tlian  the  sufferings  of  sianers 
in  their  own  persons  would  display  them  ?  With  what  truth 
could  Jesus  represent  his  death  as  conducive  to  the  divine 
glory  ? 
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^  aohfe  this  dMferity,  anotbet*  consMerlttiQti  iniat  IfcT 
tUML  'What  was  the  peraaii  of  tkis  sufferer?  Who  wasr 
tUs  Son  of  Man,  of  whose  suflferings  we  are  speaking  i  la 
aH  our  anprehensioDs  of  sdfering,  the  station  and  dignity  of 
die  svffin'er  are  cipcamstances  ctf  no  inconsiderriile  impor- 
taace.  The  "same  degt^  of  suflhring^  when  andergone  by 
a  peraon  of  rank  atri  eninencOf  appears  to  vs  far  greaterir 
aai  eniles  oar  pity  ficM*  more»  than  when  andergone  by  if 
fmtmn  of  inftrior  condition.  Snibring  royalty  is  an  object, 
whMl  calk  forth  our  dec|iest  oommisen^on.  Again,  the 
nore  exalted  a  person's  rank  may  be,  the  more  striking  is 
a^y  disgrace  which  may  held  him ;  the  more  exemplary 
aay  ponislmient  whkh  may  be  inflicted  on  him.  ShoaM 
the  mn  ^  a  king  be  brought  to  expiate  by  his  life  th^ 
I  which  he  had  oommitted,  fur  different  would  be  the 
occasioned  by  such  a  spectacle,  tiian  if  it  were  a 
only,  who  was  CMdemned  to  die.  The  station  of 
the  ^criflumd  would  impress  on  all  beboldM*s  the  most  awftil 
osaviction  of  the  inflexible  justice  of  his  fiitber,  and  of  the 
hoaor  wUch  he  put  upon  his  law*  Apply  these  remai^ks  to 
the  case  before  us«  What  was  the  dignity  of  Jesus  ?  He 
was  tto  8«ni  of  Man ;  but  be  was  also  the  Son  of  God  :  the 
o«iy  begotten  Son  of  God  by  an  eternal  generation  :  equal 
to,  and  one  with  the  Father  :  who  himself  made  the  worlds : 
King  of  kbigs,  and  h&rd  of  lords :  whom  all  the  angels  of 
God  worship.  Such  was  this  suSbrer  |  such  was  the  ex« 
ciBeaoe  of  his  person,  the  dignity  of  his  rank.  Here  then 
oar  dMIruHy  ceases ;  here  we  discover  how  God  was  glo^- 
rifled  tw  the  sailbrings  of  his  Son.  That  such  a  great  and 
iOastrious  person  should  come  into  this  world  ^  should  take 
upon  him  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh  ;  be  treated  with  alt 
poesiMa  indignity  by  his  own  rebellious  creatures  ;  endure 
the  wrath  of  the  Father ;  and  become  obedient  unto  death, 
eiKSo  the  death  of  the  cross !  That  he  should  experience  all 
these  sailbrings,  as  the  surety  and  substitute  for'  sinners  ! 
What  pi'ofimnd  views  does  this  representation  afford  of  the 
esfieefing  sinftilness  of  sin  !  How  tremendously  does  it  de- 
cfare  tbe  honor  of  the  divine  law,  when,  nothing  bat  the 
Mod  6f  tbe  Son  of  God  could  atone  for  the  violation  of  it ! 
Haw  kwdty  does  it  proclaim  tbe  awfiil  justice  of  God,  which 
required  such  a  sacrifice  !  Not  ten  thousand  worlds,  suffer-r 
ing  tbe  vengeance  of  eternal  fire,  could  liarc  exhibited  in 
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iiieii  strifcii^  c<d«r9  tte  htl^mm  of  ttM  dWiM  cb«i«istaP^  as 
tUt  stopen^MB  ipectede  of  tiM  Sw  of  God^ha^igiiig  <m  tke 
cross  for  siMMari,  and  m^mrhisood  an  oflBHring  for  sin. 

But  &rttmv  the  croioof  J«n»  was  not  o&Iytiie  moot  tig. 
iial  exhibitioii  of  the  jn^co  aad  bduiess  of  God  9  it  "wm 
also  the  brightest  and  most  f^omdas  ^bqplaj  of  Us  lo?e  and 
mercgr.  Thua  it  is  aaiversaHy  represstttod  ia  Scriptam^^ 
^  God  so  hived  the  worlds  that  he  gave  his  only  hegattai 
Son*  that  wboooever  beMeyeth  in  him  shodd  not  perish^  hot 
hare  everlasting  Ufis.  la  this  was  maniftsted  the  love  of 
God  to^wards  us,  hecanse  that  God  sent  his  only  begattstt 
Son  into  the  world,  that  we  might  Hve  throng^  him.  Here- 
in is  love,  Bot  that  we  loved  God»  but  that  he  h>ved  us,  aad 
sent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitlatien  for  oar  ain^''*  Haw  oati 
we  better  jndge  of  tfte  strength  of  that  lav«  whioh  a  persbtt 
feds  for  ns,  than  by  the  sacriftces  wfakh  be  makaa  in  omr 
foivor  i  The  greater  and  more  expensive  are  hki  exeHleM 
on  oar  account,  the  stronger  and  nuire  ardent  we  deem  his 
albclioa  for  as.  What  manner  of  love  then  must  thoFathv 
have  bestowed  on  us  ?  How  tenderly  did  his  bowela  yearn 
over  oar  lost  condition,  seeing,  that  he  hath  not  wbHihdd 
from  us  bis  Son,  his  only  Son !  that  when  no  easier  way 
Could  be  devised  of  reconciling  sinners  to  himself,  he  freely 
gave  him  u^  for  ns  aU ;  Contemplate  the  trmnscendent  es- 
cdlence  of  the  person  of  Christ ;  and  then  refiect,  what 
inust  have  been  the  depth  and  height  of  divine  love^  wliidh 
could  have  planned  and  executed  so  vast  a  scheme  for  our 
redemption.  Does  not  the  cross  of  Christ  set  forth  tte  ten- 
der mercies  of  Gk>d  in  the  most  brilliant  light,  and  shew 
that  the  riches  of  his  grace  are  beyond  all  conception  great 
and  wonderful  7 

Agaiio  the  death  Of  Jesus,  **  bearing  our  sins  in  his  own 
body  on  the  tree,^  not  only  exhSiits,  in  aglorions  manner  the 
divine  perfections,  when  singly  and  separatidy  examinedi  bat 
displays  them  altogether  in  one  grand  comprehensive  view ; 
shows  us  the  most  opposite  attributes  of  God,  entirely  glori- 
ous in  themselves,  yet  acting  and  exercised  together  in  per- 
fect harmony  and  concert.  Infinite  jusdce,  and  infinite 
iovfe  tliohibghly  reconciled.  ^<  Mercy  and  truth  met  togeth- 
er, righteousness  and  peace  kissing  each  oth«r.^     God  ghki 

*  John,  il  16.       1  John,  iv.  9,  la 
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uiiq«ity,  tnuiflgrepupn,  and  siii»j6t  bjr  no  means  clearing 
tbe  giiilty;r*A Jnitt  ,God  and  yet  a  Say&our^-Just  and  jet  the 
joat^fier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jesus.*' 

Here  tbeii  we  perceive  how  God  is  i^ified  in  the  snOev- 
ings  pf  Chris|.  9^re  we  diaqovmr  the  fisU  aieaning  of  onr 
liOjrd's  exforessifm  yi  th^  text,  <<  Father,  gbri^jr  thjr  Name/' 
I'or  in  no  other  point  of  view  are  the  infinite  perfections  of 
God  so  illustrious^  dii^ayed^  In  no  other  revelation  tit 
IiiiDS^  does  his  character  appear  so  perfectly  and  com- 
pletiety  glorious*  Hence  is  thQ  Gospel  called  the  ^<  gbrioaa 
Qospelr-rin  which  as  in  a  glass  we  keloid  the  Glory  of 
$be  JUord.'' .  Hence  an  we  said  to  tpmr^  *^  the  light  of 
the  knojwiedge  of  th^  glory  of  God,  in  the  ffu»  of  Jesus 
CbrifliL*  Hence  the  astonished  aifgels^  when  first  thety  be- 
lield  this  stupepdons  display  of  the  divine  perfections  in  the 
pevaon  of  Emannel^  sao|^  'r  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest^ 
.  TV^hat  are  the  practical  reflections  which  n^sult  from  the 
discii^sion  of  this  interest^ig  subject  2  Is  God  glorified  in 
the  sacrifice  of  Christ  i  My  brethren,  beware  bow  you  ven- 
ture to  build  on  any  other  foundation,  than  the  one>  which  is 
thus  provided  for  you.  Beware  bow  you  presume,  by  any 
atteo^yted  extenuation  of  your  guilt,  by  any  imaginary  ex- 
altation of  your  own  righteousness,  to  diminish  the  im^por- 
tance»  or.  virtually  to  deny  the  necessity  of  that  infinite  sac- 
nfice«  Every  scheme  qf  religion,  which  tends  to  depreciate 
the  value  of  Christ's  sufferings,  tends  in  exact  proportion  to 
dishoiMir  God,  and  to  sully  the  lustre  of  the  divine  perfec* 
tiopis.  The  only  way  of  salvati6n>  which  is  at  once  suited 
to  the  wants  of  man,  and  conducive  to  the  glory  of  God,  is 
a  simple  reliance  on  the  merits  and  atonement  of  tlie  Son  of 
Skai.  Examine  every  other  ground  of  hope,  and  you  will 
find  that  it  is  built  on  very  defective  and  unworthy  concept 
tions  of  the  divine  character.  Religious  systems  of  human 
invention  have  invariably  been  founded  on  tlie  supposi- 
}ioii»  that  God  is  '^  such  a  one  as  ourselves.''  Every  depar- 
tnp»  from  the  simplicity  of  Christianity  has  originated  from 
the  attflkp  source.  Mankind^  deriving  their  notions  of  per- 
fection, not  from  the  Scriptures,  but  from  their  own  corrupt 
jimaginations^  create  to  themselves  a  being,  whom  they  dig« 

♦  3  Cor.  iv.  6. 
Vol.   11.     '  34 
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iiHy  wbMi  tbe  tiAme  of  God,  and' place  m  MmmM  thrrae. 
But  how  onKke  to  the  glorious  Bdiig,  whom  they  design  to 
represent !  Stripped  of  those  essential  attrihates,  liis  jai^ioe» 
his  holinesst  and  his  truth,  he  is  too  compasoioaate  to  paa- 
ish  sin,  too  much  concerned  for  the  happiness  of  bis  creatarea 
to  regard  his  own  lionor  and  to  fidil  his  word.  His  beaev- 
olencc  degenerates  into  weakness.  His  mercy  tderatea  andl 
dmost  encourages  iniquity.  Such  is  the  God  of  their  idol* 
atry.  But  is  such,  my  brethren,  tbe  God  whom  the  Bible 
reveals  ?  Look  at  the  soflbrlngs  of  Christ,  and  learn  the 
true  character  of  God.  **  Little  cbiMren,  ke^  yourselves 
fh)m^idols.^  If  God  be  not  the  terriide  avenger  of  sin,  what 
brought  the  Son  of  God  to  hang  upon  tlie  cross  7  If  you  flee 
not  to  that  cross  for  refiige,  how  will  you  escape  the  Ten« 
geance,  which  your  sin  has  provoked  ?  God  will  not  lose 
his  glory.  Those  infinite  perfections,  which  you  refbse  to 
glorify  by  faith  in  Christ,  will  be  glorifled  in  your  everlast* 
ing  destruction.  Lay  hM  then  of  the  hope  set  before  yon. 
In  an  awful  conviction  of  the  glorious  majesty,  in  an  hnnabto 
submission  to  the  will  of  God,  resign  yourselves,  both  hmdy 
and  soul,  into  the  hands  of  Christ  Let  the  langu^e  of 
four  hearts  be,  **  Father,  glorify  thy  Naaie.'' 

To  every  sinner,  who  thus  fieeb  his  need  of  the  mercy  of 
the  Gospel,  the  subject  which  we  have  been  contemplating, 
speaks  consolation  and  encouragement    Tou  are  sensible 
that  you  are  an  oflfender.     You  are  filled  with  doubts  and 
fears  as  to  your  acceptance  with  God.     The  divine  perfec* 
tions  seem  armed  against  you.     The  glory  of  God  demands 
the  punishment  of  so  heinous  a  transgressor.     Look  at  the 
cross  of  Christ     Behold  God  more  {^rifted  in  the  solbr- 
ings  of  Emanuel,  than  he  can  be  ^orified  in  your  everiast-* 
ing  sufferings.     See  sin  laid  upon  the  surety ;  the  wrath  of 
God  appeased ;  his  justice  satisfied ;  his  law  magnified^ 
his  holiness  proclaimed  ;  his  mercy  oflfered  to  the  chmf  ef 
sinners,  in  perfect  unison  with  all  bis  other  glorioQs  attri* 
botes.     Dismiss  your  unreasonable  fears.     Be  not  fiuthiess 
but  believing.     Bdieve  in  Christ  for  salvation,  and  doubt 
not  your  pardon  and  accqitance.     Your  fbith   in  Christ 
will  reflect  a  greater  glory  on  God  than  the  most  exemplary 
punishment,,  which  y<|u  can  undergo.     The  very  perfectioas 
at  which  you  tremble,  will  be  engaged  to  ensure  your  par- 
don.    God  will  not  punish  sin  in  you,  and  in  your  susety 
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il8o»  Ke  will  ie  just  ''  to  fbqgure  you  your  disiB,  and  to 
dfftBBe  yon  from  all  uDrighteousDess/'*  Every  peuitent  ain- 
mr,  wiio  puts  Us  tnwt  in  Cbrist  alone  for  peace  and  par- 
doB9  fumiabee  maitar  for  renewed  acclamations  of  praise 
and  joy  to  the  aa^^ls  whick  anrroiiud  (he  throne  of  God. 
He  is  another  jewel  added  to  the  Redeemer's  crown ;  anoth- 
«r  BMBinent  of  the  riches  of  hia  grace  |  another  instru- 
ment to  the  glory  of  God's  Name  tbrongbout  eternity* 
Let  these  reflections  inspire  yoo  with  confidence.  Be  your 
AIDS  as  scarlsty  be  they  red  lil^e  crimson»  through  the  merits 
of  Christ  they  shall  become  as  white  as  snow.  The  blood 
of  JesQs  is  an  all-suAcient  atonement,  for  it  is  the  blood  of 
God  himself.  Wash  then  in  this  <'  fountain  which  he  has 
opened  for  sin,  and  for  andeanness.''  And  thus  prepare 
yourself  for  joining  that  glorious  multitudCf  which  no  roan 
can  number,  who,  having  washed  their  robes  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  stand  before  the 
throne,  and  before  the  Lamb,  crying  witli  a  loud  voice  and 
saying,  *'  Salvation  onto  our  God  which  sitteth  upon  the 
throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb. — ^For  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast 
vedeened  as  to  God  by  thy  blood,  and  hast  made  us  onto 
God  kings  and  (nriests  for  ever  and  ever.'' 

Lastly,  Are  you  built  on  this  one  foundation  ?  Have  you 
fled  for  refuge  to  this  hope  set  before  you  ?  Are  yon  trust- 
ing to  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  for  acceptance  with  God  ?  Are 
these  your  professions?  Live  suitably  to  the  character 
which  yoo  assume.  Prove  the  sincerity  of  your  professions, 
by  the  holiness  of  your  conduct.  The  spectacle  exhibited 
mi  tiie  cross  imperioi^y  enforces  the  apostle's  exhortation, 
^*  Let  every  one  that  nameth  the  name  of  Christ  depart 
from  iniquity.^f  Did  the  Son  of  God  malLe  his  soul  an  of- 
fering for  sin,  that  you  might  indulge  in  sin  7  Did  he  die 
lor  tiie  ungodly,  that  you  might  continue  ungodly  7  Did  ho 
glorify  the  divine  perfections  by  his  soflRmngs,  that  you 
might  dishonor  them  in  your  lives  7  You  cannot  for  a  mo- 
ment entertain  such  presumptuous  notions.  Why  are  you 
depending  for  salvation  on  a  crucified  Saviour  7  Because 
Ged  is  an  Holy  God.  If  he  were  not  an  Holy  God,  who 
will  not  behold  iniquity,  you  would  stand  in  need  of  no 
Will  he^  then,  countenance,  will  he  tolerate  wil« 

•  |oho,  19.       t  2  Tim.  3. 19. 
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fill  miboHtieta  in  joa  ?  On  sinnen  penitent  and  homUe,  hq 
will  mnlHpfy  pardons  ;  bat  against  sinners  obsttnatelj  in- 
peaUent,  his  wrath  will  bmmfike  fire  fer  erer.  Be  not  de- 
ceired.  If  unmortUied  InstSf  if  nnsandified  tempers  rtign  in 
yoQ,  yoii  are  not  a  true  beHe?er  in  Christ  Ton  hare  no 
well-groanded  hope  of  eternal  life.  For  <<  every  man  that 
bath  this  hope  in  bim,  pnrifleth  himself  eren  as  Christ  it 
p«re/'*_|»ttrge  oot  therefore  the  old  leaven,  that  yoa  mtj 
be  a  new  lamp.— As  he  which  faatb  caHed  yon  is  holy,  m 
be  ye  boly  in  all  manner  of  conversation  ;  Beeanseit  la  writ- 
ten, Be  ye  boly,  for  I  am  holy." 


SERMON  XXViU. 

Scripturfd  statement  of  the  Doctrine  of  Justificatioij. 

IIOMANS,  iiL  21,  32,  23,  24,  25,  26. 

But  now  the  righteousness  qf  Qoi  wiihoiuX  the  law  is  ntosJ: 
Jested,  being  witnessed  by  the  law  and  the  prophets  ;  frea 
the  righteousness  of  God,  which  is  byfaiih  of  Jesus  Chris^ 
unfo  all,  and  upon  all  them  ^igi  believe }  for  there  is  no 
difference  ;  for  all  have  sinned  and  come  skorf  of  the  glory 
of  Godf  being  justified  freely  by  his  grau,  through  (hfi  re- 
demption that  is  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  tcAom  Ood  hath  set/orti 
to  be  a  propitiation  thro^gh  faith  in  his  blood,  to  dedart 
his  righteousn^  for  the  remission  of  sins  that  are  past, 
through  tiie  forbearance  of  Ood;  to  dedare,  I  say  at  this 
time  his  righteousness,  that  he  might  be  just,  and  the  jusHi 
Jier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jesus. 

OF  all  the  objects  which  can  engage  por  a^: 
tention,  salvation  is  confessedly  the  most  important  Kay, 
it  is  our  only  concern  of  real  importance ;  for  a  failure  here 
will  be  attended  with  consequences  so  dreadful,  that  it  would 
have  been  far  better  for  us  never  to  have  been  bom*  Wiik 
what  eamestoess  should  this  reflectioa  animate  us  in  oeekiK 

•  1  John,  lii.  a 
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the  waj  of  flalvation  ;  wHh  what  joyMness  in  indinj^  it } 
with^hat  diligence  in  following  it !  Blessed,  indeed,  be  Ood ! 
tlie  Scriptures  are  able  to  make  us  wise  anto  salration. 
Tbey  mark  the  way  so  plainly,  that  ^  the  wayfaring  men» 
flioagfa  fools,  sbaH  not  err  therein/'  Whence  conies  it,  then, 
that  so  many  perish  with  the  word  of  God  in  tbeir  hands  i 
Because  it  is  <<  not  mixed  with  faitii  in  thera  that  hear  if  i 
Because  men,  professing  to  believe  the  Scriptures,  too  often 
refuse  to  be  instructed  by  Ihem,  and  are  wise  above  what  is 
written.  May  the  good  Spirit  of  our  Ood  direct  and  hum- 
ble our  hearts,  while  we  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  that 
highly  momentous  passage,  which  I  have  chosen  for  the  text ! 

The  leading  design  of  St  Paul,  in  this  part  of  his  epistle, 
is  to  explain  and  illustrate  the  great  doctrine  of  Justifica- 
tion* In  the  first  chapter,  he  had  declared  that  the  mani- 
festation of  this  important  doctrine  was  both  the  object  and 
tbe.glory  of  that  Gospel  which  he  preached  :  ^  for  therein 
Is  the  ri^teousness  of  God  revealed  from  faith  to  faith  :^ 
therein  is  fully  disclosed  that  method,  which  infinite  Wisdom 
has  devised  for  accounting  sinners  righteous ;  that  method 
by  which  God,  in  the  very  act  of  justifying  the  ungodly, 
prodaims  his  own  essential  righteousness.  Accordingly, 
the  apostte,  having  proved  the  universal  guilt  both  of  Jews 
and  Gientiles,  and  consequently  the  impossibility  of  their  jus- 
tifying themselves  before  God,  introduces  that  eomprehen- 
sive  description  of  the  method  revealed  in  the  Gospel,  to 
which  I  purpose,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  lead  your  at- 
tention. * 

With  a  view  of  prosecuting  this  design, 

I.  I  shall  briefly  explain  the  naturo  and  importance  of 
Justification. 

n.  I  shall  shew  the  method  of  Justification  revealed  in 
the  Gospd,  as  it  may  be  collected  from  the  several  leading; 
particulars  stated  in  the  text. 

'  L  The  grand  and  sole  object  of  the  (Jospel,  considered 
with  respect  to  mankind,  is  to  provide  suitable  means  of  de- 
liverance out  of  that  state  into  which  sin  haspliinged  the  hn- 
pian  race*  To  understand,  then,  and  to  appreciate  the  na- 
ture and  the  importance  of  the  means  provided,  regard  must 
be  paid  to  the  particulars  of  that  state  from  whicb  deliver- 
ance ia  propoM  to  ba  effected.  Thia  flUte  niay  be  contem- 
idated  as  two-fold ;  as  a  state  of  ^ilt,  and  as  a  stat^  of  cor- 
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nqittii*.    A  fltete  of  gttUt^  wUch  txfoBm  the  ummt  to  ihi 
penal  confOfoeBceB  of  m :  a  state  of  comiiition,  wblcb  in* 
capacitates  bim  for  the  enjoyment  of  heaveidy  glory.    Thk 
18  a  distinction  whidi,  for  the  sake  of  precision  in  discaa- 
sing  doctrinal  sabjectSf  cannot  be  too  frequently  pointed  oat» 
and  too  constantly  k^t  in  view ;  a  distinction!  finrai  want 
of  proper  attention  to  whichy  mnch  ambigoity  and  misuder- 
standing  in  discnssions  of  this  nature  continnally  originate. 
This  has  especially  been  the  case  with  respect  to  the  doc- 
trine before  us.     Not  adverting  with  sulBcient  clearness  to 
this  two-fold  state  of  the  sinnerf  persons  have  confounded  the 
moMs  ptirided  for  delivering  him  from  the  ponishmeot  of 
sin  with  those  devised  for  delivering  him  from  the  power  of 
it.     They  have  not  preserved  that  doe  discrimination^  wluch 
in  order  to  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  subject,  must  ever 
be  preserved^  between  a  Utk  to  hearen  and  a  Jitnesi  for  en** 
joying  it ;  between  the  sinner's  Justification  and  his  Sancti- 
fication.     Let  it  then  be  plainly  premised,  in  the  commence- 
numt  of  the  present  discussion,  that  Justification  has  reqiect 
to  the  state  of  the  sinner  soldy  as  he  is  guUty.     Sin  is  the 
transgression  of  the  divine  law,  which,  like  every  other  law> 
denounces  vengeance  on  those  who  violate  it.     The  sinner 
no  sooner  transgresses  the  commandment  than  he  beccnnes 
subject  to  all  Uie  penal  consequences  of  transgression.     £x- 
ecution  may  for  a  season  be  deferred ;  but  sentence  is  gone 
forth  ;  and  merited  punishment  finaUy  awaits  him.  What  that 
punishment,  what  that  sentence  is,  tiie  Scriptores  folly  state. 
^'  The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die.-^The  wages  of  sin  is 
death  :*'  an  eternal  separation  from  the  presence  of  Him,  in 
whose  favor  is  life  :  the  everiasttng  destruction  of  body  and 
soul  in  hell,  <'  which  is  the  second  death."*  Here,  then,  the 
pature  and  the  importance  of  the  doctrine  under  considera- 
tion are  easily  discerned.     Justification  includes  a  complete 
absolution  from  all  these  penal  coifsequences  of  sin.     It  im- 
plies a  tranoision  from  this  state  of  guUt  and  wrath  to  a 
stete  of  grace  and  pardon  ;  nay,  not  to  a  state  of  grace  and 
pardon  only,  but  to  a  steto  of  perfect  reconciliation  and  ac- 
ceptance.    The  sinner,  being  justified,  lias  peace  ^ith  God. 
Not  only  are  his  sins  <<  that  are  past"  so  entirely  remitted^ 
that,  in  the  expressive  language  of  Scripture,  they  ^^  shall  be 

♦  Raek.  xviii.  4.    Rom.  vi.  23.   Rev.  XTii,  8, 
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aattOM;'^  thay  are  ^dl  east  into  thedeptba 
of  the  Ma f'  they  ^shaH  be  soi^t  for»  and  than  shaU  be 
neae ;  they  shall  not  be  foaod  f**  bat  though  unrigbleoiis  in 
hhanflfi  be  is  treated  as  if  be  were  righteous*  He  is  invest- 
ed with  all  the  prinleges  to  which  a  rig hleoos  peiison  would 
be  estitM.  No  longer  aecoanted  a  traasgressor  of  the  di- 
vine ImWf  be  18  wfepted  into  the  fuaily  of  God.  He  is  ^  a 
dear  sony  a  pleasant  child  :''  and  **  if  aehiM^  then  an  beir^ 
an  Inuraf  Qed/^  and  an  inheritor  of  the  kii^om  of  heavMi. 
Sack  is  the  glorions  change  which  Justification  eftcts  in  the 
stnteefa  sinner.  His  guilt  is  reaMved.  His  person  is  ac- 
osptod.  Bia  recondttation  with  his  oAnded  God  is  aecom- 
pKsbed.  Can  any  doubt  exist  of  the  importance  of  this 
doctrine  i  Cm  any  more  iatsiresting  subject  be  submitted  to 
ear  consideintton,  than  a  discnssnon  of  the  means  by  which 
tUs  ^erieus  change  is  produced  ?  To  this  discussion  let 
onr  thoughts  be  now  directed. 

IL  ^The  righteousness  of  God/'  or  that  method  which 
the  Gospel  reverie  for  the  justification  of  the  sinner,  mvy  be 
ceHeded  from  the  sev^*al  leading  particukrs  stated  in  the 

tHCL 

1.  The  rigfateomness  of  God  is  <<  without  the  law.''  Tak« 
en  in  conjunction  with  the  preceding  verse,  and  with  the 
whole  of  tte  apostle's  argument  throughout  the  former  part 
of  tkiB  epistte,  the  law  muol  here  be  understood,  primarily, 
to  teply  the  SMnrai  law,  by  which  <<  is  the  knowledge  of  Om :" 
though,  so  fiur  w  the  Jewish  people  w^ere  concerned,  the  cer« 
emonial  law,  which  was  to  them  a  revelation  of  the  divine 
win,  may  also  be  included.  But  the  righteousness  of  God 
is  ^  without  the  law."  The  Justification  of  a  sinner  has  no 
eonneellen  with  his  own  personal  obedience  either  to  the 
moral  or  the  ceremonial  law.  In  the  act  of  bis  Justification 
his  own  perfiHtnances  are  not  taken  into  the  account  The 
very  idea  of  a  transgressor  of  the  law  being  justified  by  his 
pa$i  obedience  to  the  law  is  a  palpable  al»urdity,  and  a  con- 
tradiction in  torms.  While  hisfiiiwn  obedience  not  only  is 
the  eflbct,  and  tberetbre  cannot  be  the  cause,  of  his  Justiftt 
cation ;  but,  being  at  the  best  imperfect,  itself  stands  in 
need  of  forgiveness,  and  consequently  must  for  ever  be  ex- 
cfaried  from  the  ofice  of  justifying.   Hraice  it  is  so  frequent- 

«  Jer.  xxxi.  34.    Micah»  viL  19.    Jcr.  L  90. 
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ly  lUMrted^  Id  tbe  writings  of  tbe  apostle;  wheii 
oa.Uiis  poittt,  tkat  a  man  is  not  justified  <<  1^  wcMius  |  by 
tbe  deeds  of  the  law  ;  by  the  works  ^  the  law/'*  Thw 
troth  will  more  fully  appear  from  another  particttlar  ilated 
in  the  texti 

2.  Thi)  rigbteoosness  of  God  is  ''freely  hy  bis  graoe; 
For  all  bave  sinnod  and  come  abort  of  tbe  glory  of  Ged^  be^ 
ing  justified  fre^  by  hiA  graoew'^  «<Now^astbeapeetle«^ 
gnes  in  anoihor  places ''  to  him.  that  worifielh  is  tb^  rewatdi 
not  of  grace*  but  of  debt  j''  aad  again*  <<  if  It  be  by  gnlc«» 
i^is  lio  mare  of  VDorks ;  otherwise  grace  is  no  more  graoe/^t 
The  very*  noUaii  of  grace  aeeeimarily  exdudes  aH  intetmix^ 
tore  of  works.  For  wbat  is  grace*  but  a  free*  unbought^  un^ 
merited  exeicise  of  mepoy  ?  Sach  is  tbe  act  of  a  siniiar^« 
Justification^  so  far  as  relates  to  himsslL  It  springs  fir«nt 
the  cffceediog  riches  of  Ood's  graee.  :  It  bas  no  respeet  to 
meritorious  services*  on  tbe  oite  band  >  nor  is  it  iafloeMoi. 
by  merteaary  views*  on  tbe  other*  It  is  not  beettiwed.  aa  a 
ivtoord  for  any  paat  parfiHrmaaoc6*  nor  dues  it  Ibokf  Air  a 
eamjicasatjofi  from  future  obedience^  God  justifies  the  «te« 
tier  freely :  imputes  to  bim  rigbteousnesi  Without  works ; 
which  is  therefore  stiied  <'  the  gift  of  rigfateolmneis ;  tbe 
free  gilt  qf  many  ofiencei  unto  Jaetiflcation*"^ 

But  if  God  tlws  account  the  sinner  to  be  rigbteeas*  what 
shall  we  say^of  his  own  easea^ial  righteoainesi*?  It  id  €S« 
pressly  stated  in  the  teat^  that  <^  to  declare  tbe  rigbt««ii»* 
iiess  of  God''  is  one  important  end  of  this  revealed  melbod 
of  Juatiftcationi  But  how  can  this  important  end  be  attain- 
ed by  God's  freely  impntiug  righteousness  without  wavlai2 
Can  God  be  ju^  and  yet  tbe  jastifier  of  tbe  ungodly  i  To 
Ibis  objection*  the  aext  particular  to  be  adduced  famishea  a 
coaqdete  rqdy. 

$.  Tbe  righteousness  of  God  is  <<  through  the  redemptian 
that  is  in  Jesus  Christ."  ' 

While  God  freely  ji^tiftes  the  sinner*  in  tbe  veiy  cban* 
iicl  by  which  He  communicales  this  blcMiag*  He  makes  fiiil 
jirovision  for  the  honor  rfhis  own  perfeotions.  He^'setk 
loi'tli  a  propitiation*"  which  proclaims  in  the  most  signal 
loanaer  iiis  awful  justice*  holiness*  and  trutk  He  isemtelilil. 
own  Eternal  Son  into  the  world*  tobeooma  the  substitute  ef 

•  Rom.  iu.  20.  28.  Gal.  ii.  16.  f  Rom*  iv.  4.  au.  6.  ±  Rom. 
V.  16,  17. 
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Aim^fB ;  to  k«af  thdr  wis  in  kU  owii  koif  on  the  tree; 
Mi  Ihm  to  make  Ub  soid  an  oflTering  for  sin.  Tfae  Eter- 
iMi  Sonmnaeate :  ''  takes  upon  him  the  form  of  a  senrant, 
and  is  made  in  the  likeness  of  man ;  and  heing  found  in 
fiuhioii  as  a  man»  be  humUeth  himself,  and  becomes  obedi- 
ent nnk)  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross*''*  With  this 
aacriftce,  God  declares  himself  well  pleased ;  and^  for  tho 
aakfi  of  Us  Incarnate  Son»  bestows  remission  of  sin,  the  gift 
of  lighteoosness,  on  bis  sailty  creatures.  This  is  <<  the  re- 
deaqvtion  which  is  jin  Jesus  Christ;'^  this  is  the  ransom 
paid  for  sinners^  even  ''  the  precious  Uood  of  Christy  as  of 
a  lamb  wiliumtldemish  and  without  spof  The  yoluntarj 
humiliation  and  perfiDCt  obedience  unto  death,  of  the  Son  of 
God,  oonstitate  the  mmloriem  cause  of  the  sinner's  justifica- 
tion. Hence  it  issaid,  that  we  are  <<  justified  by  his  blood  |^ 
thut  <<  hy  the  obedience  of  one  shall  many  be  made  right* 
eons  j"  that  ^'  God  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who 
knew  BO  rin#  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  him^"t 

But  is  every  sinner  alike  justified  ?  Is  righteousness  aor 
tnaUy  nipoted  to  all  without  exception  2  Is  no  distinction 
Bmde }  Is  th^r^  no  previous  di^osition  requisite  for  the  par-    . 
tio^atmi<tf  this  prions  privilege?  To  this  inquiry  the 
nectparticttlar  provides  an  aasww« 

4.  The  ric^teonmeai  of  God  is  ''by  fiiith  of  Jesus  Christy 
unto  all  and  upon  all  them  that  believe*" 

#htf&  is  that  previooA  dicq^iemtion  requisite  to  whidi  tho 
promises  are  made.  ''Be  it  known  unto  you,  men  and 
brethren^  that  through  this  man  is  preached  unto  you  tho 
Curgiveness  of  sins  $  and  by  him  all  that  ftcfiere  are  justifi- 
ed from  all  things,  from  which  they  could  not  hare  been  jus- 
tified by  the  law  of  Moses4  God  tmth  sent  forth  his  Son 
to  be  a  propitiation  thnMigb^UA  in  his  blood."  Hence  the 
r^ibteoiisness  of  God  is  so  frequently  called  the  "  righteous- 
of  laith ;  the  righteousness  which  is  of  God  by  faith."$ 
1,  if  justification  be  not  by  works,  it  must  be  by  faitb« 
^  Tberefore,"  argues  the  iqiostle,  "  it  is  of  faith  that  it 
might  bo  by  grace."||  If  righteousness  be  imputed  to  the 
ainnei^  without  any  respect  to  his  own*  personal  merits  and 
performances,  it  can  be  conferred  in  no  other  way  but  "  un.- 

♦  PhiL  a.>,  8.       t  Rom.  V.  9. 19.   2  Cor.  v.  21.        %  Acts,  xfil 
36,  39.       i  Rooi.  iv.  13.    PhU.  in.  9.       ||  Rom.  iv.  16. 
Yoi..  II.  35 
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to  ally  ati<1  apofi  ail  ^m  tliat  Mieve.''  Fmp  wliat  k  the 
faith  here  tneant,  but  a  cordial  acceptance  eC  the  proflisieil 
mercyt  a  hearty  acquieeceace  in  this  rcTeakd  method,  of 
JostHkation  ?  The  gift  of  righteoasnesi  is  Crady  efcred  Iv 
an.  Faith  Is  the  hand  which  receives^  appttaa^  aal  mfftfo* 
priates  the  gift  **  Christ  caae  unto  his  owny  and  Us  otn 
received  him  not :  bat  as  iMvy  as  rectimd  Unif  to  thim  gave 
he  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  he^ 
Heve  on  his  name.''*  God,  in  the  folness  of  his  leirey  pro* 
claims  bimdcir  ready  to  confer  the  glorioQS  pri¥i!ege  of  Je»* 
tification  on  every  sinner  who  is  willing  to  aeoept  it  ^  B^ 
every  one  that  thirstetfay  cohM  ye  to  the  waters*  Wheio- 
ever  will,  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely.'*t  Kene 
can  be  saved  in  any  other  way  f  *^  for  there  is  no  diftceice  2 
for  an  have  sinned  and  come  short  ef  the  g(ory  of -God.'^ 
None,  on  the  other  hand,  who  embrace  this  oibr,  shaU  he 
Injected.  Who,  then,  embrace  this  efer  7  Tbdse  who  ie- 
Keve  the  declarations  of  the  Ahnightyi  aad  '^  set  to  Ibeir 
seal  that  God  is  tme.^  Those  who  submit  to  be  ^^  saved  bj 
grace  through  fiiitb^"  and  condescend  to  aocspl  ^  eternal  life 
as  the  gift  of  God.''  The  sinner  hearing  (he  gMmeMage 
of  reconciliation,  relies  upon  it  as  the  werd  of  Km,  Who 
cannot  He ;  rendunces  aH  other  groands  of  d^ndaace  9  ^e«- 
fides  in  the  promises  given  to  htm  tbrovgh  Jesas  Christ) 
and  thus  gradnaUy  finds  bis  gvilty  fears  and  deiAts  remov- 
ed. «'  With  the  heart  he  bdieveth  lioto  rtgbleottsnesa.}'^ 
and  <<  believing,  he  rejoiceth  with  jey  unspeakable  aad  fidl 
of  glory."  There  is  yel  one  further  partioalmr  to  be  nelieed. 

5.  The  righteousness  of  Ged  was  ^*  witnessed  by  the 
law  and  the  prophets." 

iliis  method  of  Justifying  the  sinner  was  no.newdiscove'* 
ry.  It  was  now  mantfeUed.  By  the  preaehtng  of  the 
Gospel^  the  knowledge  of  it  was  mere  clearly  revealed,  and 
more  widely  difi\i8ed«  But,  from  the  first  intimation  o€ 
mercy,  the  way  of  reconciliation  between  God  and  the  din- 
ner had  ever  continued  the  same*  The  original  promise  of 
the  seed  of  the  woman  which  should  hmise  the  serpent's 
h^df  virtnaHy  comprehended  the  sabstanos  of  that  doctrine 
which  the  apostle  ia\his  passage  so  fully  unfelds.  *<  Abra^ 
ham  believed  in  the  Lord,  and  he  counted  it  to  him  fttr 
righteousness."^    The  rites  and  sacrifices  of  tlieceremaoi- 

•  John,  i.  n,  12.       t  Isahdi,  Iv.  t   Rev.sdL  17.      t  Gen.  xv.  6. 
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«Llaw  ytpffiseatod  and  preftgured  the  same  method  of  juati- 
ieation.  The  ofierera,  bjr  tjrpicallj  transferring  their  guilt 
Uf9n  the  inneoent  victins,  were  taught  to  look  for  remis- 
ami  and  acceptance  ky  faith  in  the  blood  of  that  Lamb  of 
Go4f  who  should  take  away  the  sin  of  the  world.  Every 
additimial  disdosnre  of  the  spirituality,  the  extent,  and  the 
awM  awKtions  of  the  moral  law,  here  testimony  to  <<  the 
nghtaousBssa  of  Qod  which  is  by  faitb/^  by  confirming  the 
iwpesaibilily  of  a  sinner's  being  justified  by  the  works  of 
^m  lav.  The  prophets  testified  the  same  truth.  <'  To 
Christ  gire  aH  the  prophets  witness,  that  through  his  name, 
wlM0oever  belieTeth  in  him  shall  receiye  remission  of  sins.''* 
When  Isuah  declares,  <<  In  the  Lord  shall  all  the  seed  of 
IsrmA  be  justifted  and  shall  l^ory:  By  his  knowledge 
shall  i^r  rigfateoos  servaprt  justify  many  :"  When  Jeremiah, 
speaking  of  the  righteous  Branch,  whom  the  !U^rd  should 
nJM  up  to  the  house  of  David,  adds,  **  And  this  is  his 
Bane,  wheiFcby  he  shaH  he  called,  The  Lord  our  Righteous- 
Mss :"  When  the  prophet  Habakkuk  asserts,  that  '<  The 
j«st  dial!  live  by  bis  (hith  :"f  In  these,  and  numerous  other 
paangoiy  which  might  jbe  adduced,  they  bear  witness  to  that 
flMlhod  of  jQstifioation,  which  is  reveal^  in  the  Gospel  ^<  from 
failh  to  fyth  i"  which  no  longer  enveloped  beneath  typical 
rapreaentations  and  abscnre  predictions,  is  written  in  char- 
aetea  ao  plain,  that  ^  he  may  run,  which  readeth  it :"  Jus- 
tifteatkNi  by  fliith  only,  through  the  mercies  of  God  and  the 
merits  of  oar  great  Redeemer. 

Such,  my  brethren,  is  the  righteousness  of  God.  Such 
lathe  method,  which  infinite  wisdom  has  revealed  for  the 
Jnatiftcation  of  a  sinner ;  a  method,  at  once  so  reasonable 
and  tneellent  in  itself,  so  conducive  to  the  glory  of  God, 
9^  aeooawnodaled  to  the  necessities  of  man,  that  it  chal- 
lenges naivevsal  acceptation,  and  leaves  the  sinner,  who  re-i 
jaclB  1^  without  excuse. 

Bol  doea  it  meat  with  that  universal  acceptation  to  which 
His  eatttlei  i  U  this  doctrine  received,  embraced,  valued  in 
a  maiHier  proportionate  to  its  great  importance  ?  What  is  the 
case  with  ourselves?  Have  we  <<fled  for  refuge  to  lay 
boM  of  this  hope  set  before  us  2"  Under  a  deep  oonvlctioa 
of  o«r  vHei^ess,  our  apostacy,  and  our  guilt,  have  we 
idiandoned  every  idea  of  justifying  ourselves,  in  the  whole 

•  Acts,  JL  43.      t  ItthOi,  xlv.  25,  Wi U.  ler.sgit.  «.   Hab,  ii.4 
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jwur  sins.  How  rifeatedly  have  you  Tkibited  tbe  btfir  of 
this  most  holy  law,  bj  doing  what  it-prohUiitm  ky  leaving 
ndone  what  it  eirjoiiia  2  How  inoessaiiUj  have  y«u  violated 
the  ^irii  of  it  i  Nay»  when  did  yo«i  ever  fully  coaply  wtth 
tts  spiritaal  injunotions  I  Id  nuoibeileoB  instaHcea  JM  have 
evidently  broken  its  precepts*  Even  in  tfaoee  things  in 
which  yon  have  appeared  to  obey  them^  has  yoor  obedi^ioa 
been  such  as  is  required  ?  Iri  all  your  best  actions^  ia  all 
yaor  seeming  compliances  with  the  divine  commands^  have 
yau  been  actuated  supreaidy  by  love  to  Godt  and  by  regard 
to  bis  glory  i  Have  net  many  sdiisby  inferior,  anworthj 
motives  continually  interfered  ?  RecoHect,  if  yea  are  able, 
tliat  one  single  day,  throughout  which  yott  have  laread-ved^ 
in  the  oatward  and  in  the  inward  man,  a  perfect  conforiaity 
to  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  divine  law*  Recollect,  if 
yon  are  able,  that  one  single  transaction  of  year  life,  wbich 
you  could  call  apon  the  holy  God  to  witness  as  being  free, 
both  in  the  motive  and  in  the  eseoutioa,  from  any  mixtmra 
of  selfishness  and  impurity. 

Washed  in  these  balances  (and  they  are  the  balanoes  of 
the  ntnotuary,)  you  most  be  found  wanting*  Measured  by 
Ibia  standard,  far  from  having  a  righteoasness  of  your  q^wn, 
commenattrate  to  the  demands  of  the  law,  yoa  caamft  but 
feel  that  yoa  are  miserably  defective*  Tea  are  '<  aU  as  an 
uadeaa  thing :  and  all  your  righteousnesses  are  as  §ltby 
vags.'''^  Thus  circumstanced,  will  you  refuse  the  gift  of 
righteousness  ?  Will  you  reject  the  offer  of  that  weddtngr 
garment,  in  which  alone  you  can  be  worthy  to  partfdte  of 
the  marriage-supper  of  tite  Lamb  ?  Deal  not  so  unwisely. 
Look  fonK'ard  to  the  time,  when,  if  you  shall  have  persisted 
iu  this  refusal,  you  will  be  speechless  before  God,  aaid  the 
assembled  universe.  Ha\'e  mercy  on  your  own  aoida.  ^^  We 
|iray  you  in  Christ's  stead.  Be  ye  reconciled  to  God. — As 
workers  together  with  him,  we  beseech  you,  that  ye  receive 
not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain."  No  longer  treasure  up 
wrath  against  the  day  of  wrath.  Cast  away  the  weapons 
of  your  fruitless  warfare*  ^  Submit  yourselves  unto  God. — 
Tdce  hold  of  his  strength,  that  you  may  make  peace  with 
him,  and  you  sliali  make  peace  with  him«'^ 

But  there  may  be  some  who  deeply  feel  theilr  need  of  the 
gift  of  righteousness ;  who  earnestly  long  for  the  possession 

♦  Isidah,  Ixiv.  6. 
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of  Of  bat  mbOf  firom  a  sense  of  tbeir  exoeeiling  sinrulnefti^ 
dMra^  their  title  to  it  '  Reconciliation/  they  cry,  <  with 
oar  olTended  God  is  the  blessing  which  we  most  fervently 
desire*  B«t  it  b  a  blessings  <vf  which  at  present  we  are  nt- 
terly  aaworthy:  a  blessingy  to  which  under  oar  load  of 
gailt  we  cannot  venture  to  aspire :  a  blessing  for  which  we 
must  be  content  to  waitt  till  we  are  more  fitted  for  receiv- 
ing IL'  Such  is  their  langoage.  But  whence  do  these  sen- 
timenta  arise  7  They  have  <'  a  shew  of  humility  f*  but  at  the 
bottom  they  spring  from  the  suggestions  of  natural  prid^ 
which  still  lurks  within.  My  brethren^  if  you  maintaia 
theae  sentiments,  the  cause  is  manifest  Tou  have  not  yet 
entirely  dismissed  the  idea  of  merit  in  the  sinner.  Yoa 
have  hot  eradicated  the  notion  so  firmly  im|danted  in-  the 
natural  heart,  that  the  Almighty,  in  dispensing  hb  favors,  is 
infloenced  by  a  r^ard.  to  some  antecedent  worthiness 
in  his  creatures.  But  what  say  the  Scriptures  I  ^*  My 
thoughts  are  not  your  thoughts,  neither  are  your  ways  my 
ways,  saith  the  Lord :  As  the  heavens  are  higher  than  the 
earth,  so  are  my  ways  higher  than  your  w«y»,  a^  my 
thooi^ts  than  your  %wghts.''*  Where  is  tiiisjmlecedent 
w<Mr^iness  to  be  obtained  i  If  yoor  guilt  is  now  so  great  as 
to  incapacitate  you  for  receiving  the  gift  of  righteousmss, 
when  wiU  it  be  sufficiently  diminished  I  If  you  are  now  un- 
fit for  participating  the  grace  of  Grod,  how  wtU  you  be  ren- 
dered fit  2  Admit,  that  from  this  moment  you  so  entirely  re- 
form your  heart  and  life,  as  never  in  a  single  instance  to 
add  to  your  present  numberless  transgressions  ;  yet  such  a 
reformation  cannot  make  the  number  of  those  transgres- 
sions less.  Future  obedience,  even  if  [icrfcct,  cannot  atone 
for  the  guilt,  cannot  purchase  the  remission  of  the  sins  that 
are  past  An  unfailing  compliance  with  the  most  rigorous 
demands  of  the  law  for  the  time  to  come,  cannot  cancel  the 
debt  of  ten  thousand  talents,  already  contracted.  Dismiss 
such  vain  pretensions.  .  Your  debt,  your  unworthiness,  your 
guilt,  will  never  become  less  by  any  method  of  your  owu 
devising.  Every  attempt  will  but  augment  and  aggpravate 
them.  Accept  the  blessing,  which  is  freely  offered  to  you : 
ofiered,  not  because  you  are  worthy  to  receive  it ;  but  be- 
cause you  are  utterly  unworthy  ;  because  **  where  sin  hath 
abounded,  tk»ro  grace  has  Huich  more  aboanded.'^f     Say 

*  Uaiah,  Iv.  8.  9.       f  Rom-  v.  20. 
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not^  '  my  sins  are  so  great,  that  the  blessiiig  can  never  be 
designed  for  me/  Shall  the  beggar  urge  bis  poverty  as  a 
reason  why  he  shonid  not  be  relieved  ?  Shall  he  say,  *  wbeo 
I  am  less  in  want,  then  I  shall  be  a  fitter  object  of  your 
bounty  2'  The  sick  did  not  desist  (torn  applying  to  Jesus 
for  a  cure,  till  by  other  means  they  bad  checked  the  pro-> 
grrssi  or  had  abated  the  violence  of  their  disorders.  The 
prodigal  did  not  forbear  from  returning  to  his  father,  till  he 
bad  first  quaKfied  himself  for  appearing  before  him  in  8 
more  becoming  and  suitable  condition.  Had  they  acted  oH 
tills  principle,  the  diseased  would  have  remained  without  a 
cure.  The  prodigal  would  have  miserably  perished.  Fol-^ 
low  these  examples.  Apply  Without  delay  to  your  spiritual 
Physician.  ^'  Have  mercy  on  us,  tho«  Son  of  David.^  He 
has  grace  and  power  to  heal  your  guilty  soul.  **  His  blood 
eleanseth  from  all  sin«*'  Arise  and  go  to  your  heavenly 
Father.  Say  unto  him,  **  Father,  I  have  sinned  against 
heaven  and  before  thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  calU 
ed  thy  son.'*  He  will  mn  to  meet  you.  He  will  stop  your 
Mlf«l^roacbes  with  tokens  of  his  mercy.  He  will  forgive 
you  fireely.  He  will  put  on  you  thfthest  robe,  the  robe  of 
righteousness.  He  wiH  invest  you^th  all  the  priv^kges 
of  a  son.  ^  He  will  save,  He  will  rejoice  over  you  Mfith 
joy  I  He  will  rest  in  his  love ;  He  will  joy  over  yoti  with 
singing. — ^For  this  my  son  was  dead  and  is  alivei  again  ;  he 
was  lost  and  is  found.'' 


SERMON  xax 

The  Bddtrine  of  justification  by  Faitb  Only,  Vindicated 
from  the  Charge  of  Encouraging  Licentiousne^. 

B0MAH8,  iii.  31. 

Do  we  Hien  inake  iUnd  the  Law  through  PaiA  f  Oodjbrbidi 
Yea,  we  tsUMuh  th€  Law. 

IN  a  fernier  discourse,  I  exphdned  that  meth- 
od which  infinite  wisdom  has  reveded  forthe  Jdstification  of 
a  sinner.     Qn  the  present  occasion,  I  purpose  to  direct  our 
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idtteatioii  to  the  practioftl  Effects  of  thb  leading  doctrine  qf 
the  Goqiel. 

So  early  as  the  days  of  the  i^iostle,  we  find  from  the  text^ 
that  there  were  persons,  who  represented  this  ditctriae  as  an- 
IhforaUe  to  the  interests  of  morality.  They  objected  to 
the  preachers  of  Justification  by  faith  only,  that  they 
**  made  void  the  law/'  This  charge  the  apostle  most  stren« 
Qonsly  denies.  He  solemnly  protests  against  any  such  in- 
ference as  deducible  from  his  doctrine ;  and  contends  that  it 
fiinibhes  a  conclusion  of  a  very  of^osito  tendency.  ''  Da 
we  make  void  the  law  through  fiiith  ?  Qod  forbid  {  Tea,  we 
estoblisb  the  law^^ 

In  the  subsequent  ages  of  the  church,  objections  of  a  slmi^ 
hr  nature  have  repeatedly  been  urged  against  the  doctrine 
in  question.  And  though  their  futility  has  been  repeatedly 
exposed,  yet  even  in  the  present  tines  they  are  not  seldom 
advanced  with  an  air  of  confident  assurance,  as  if  they  had 
■ever  been  advanced  before,  or  were  incapable  of  being  re- 
Ibted.  It  is  presumed,  then,  that  a  particular  discussion  of 
diis  point  wUl  prove  neither  an  unseasonable  nor  an  un- 
profitable employment.     Accordingly  I  Shall  consider, 

I.  The  objection,  that  faith  makes  void  the  law. 

II.  The  assertion,  that  faith  establishes  the  law. 

L  It  is  objected  to  the  doctrine  of  Justification  by  faith 
only,  that  it  <'  makes  void  tbe  law  f*  that  it  renders  the 
mohd  law  usdess  and  nugatory  :  and  thus  eventually  tends 
to  introduce  and  encourage  licentiousness  and  sin.  The 
charge  is  of  a  most  serious  nature^  and,  if  substantiated,  must 
doubtless  prdve  an  insuperable  bar  to  the  admission  of  the  doc- 
trine ;  for  it  would  prove  that  the  doctrine  could  not  be  the 
doctrine  of  Scriptore.  But  it  ia^:ontended,  on  the  other  hand^ 
that  no  such  objection  can  reasonably  be  urged  ;  that  faith 
does  not  make  void  the  law.  Let  the  examination  of  this 
question  obtoin  that  dispassionate  attention^  to  which  from 
its  great  importance  it  is  entitled. 

The  moral  law  is  that  rule  to  which  we  are  obliged  to 
conform.  This  obligation  arises  from  our  relation  to  God^ 
as  rational  creatures.  Subjects  of  his  universal  empire,  we- 
are  bound  to  obey,  according  to  our  capacities,  and  the  end 
ef  our  being,  the  law  of  that  universal  empire.  From  thb 
obligation,  no  lapse  of  time,  no  change  of  ^ce  or  of  cir* 
cumstances,  can  set  us  free.    It  is  an  obligatiM  founded  oa 

Vor.  II.  j36 
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tiM  nature  of  tbiBgs,  wliidi    nottabig  ev«r  era  dMsdhM; 
Sh<»ald  a  doctrine  tlien,  professing  to  be  from  God^  tend»  in 
its  Ifgitinate  conseqaences,  to  warrant  an  inference  ttiat  aajr 
obligation  of  this  kind  littd  not  hitherto  existed,  or  m^ 
hereafter  in  any  proportion  he  rdaxed;  snch  a  tmdaficjr 
would  in  itself  diipiove  the  pretensions  oC  the  doctrine  to  di* 
vine  antboritj,  and  wouM  constttnte  snflteieirt  grounds  far 
rejecting  it  as  false  and  spnrioas  j  as  an  invention  of  man^ 
an  erroneous  deduction  from  the  word  of  Ood*     But  sadi  is: 
not  the  tendency  of  the  doctrine  in  question.     No  inference 
of  this  nature  can  be  fairly  drawn  from  it     On  the  contra*. 
ry,  the  pre-supposed  existence  of  man's  obligation  to  obegr 
the  moral  law,  is  one  part  of  the  foundation  on  which  thin 
doctrine  stands.     There  wodd  have  been  no  occasion  finr 
devising  a  method  of  delivering  him  from  the  penal  eflfecta 
of  offences  committed  against  the  law,  hut  on  the  soppositioft 
of  his  antecedent  obligation  to  obey  the  law.     The  very  dfv. 
cumstance.  of  a  provision  being  made  for  remitUng  the  con^ 
demning  power,  establishes  the  prev'ums  obligatory  power 
of  the  law.     And  does  reconciliation  with  God  diminish  this 
obligation  to  obey  him  ?  Is  the  sinner  less  bound  to  reader 
obedience,  when  lie  is  pardoned  and  taken  into  favor^  than 
when  he  was  in  a  state  of  guilt  and  under  the  sentenA  of 
the  Uw  ?  Surely   no  such  conclusion  can  be  reasonably  de* 
duced  from  the  doctrine  of  Justification  by  faith  only.     Bo 
far,  then,  as  the  MigoHm  to  obedience  is  concerned,  tfao 
charge  alleged  is  destitute  of  proofs  ^  Faith  does  not  make 
^Toid  the  law." 

Examine  whether  in  respect  to  the  meastir^of  the  reqi^fw 
cd  obedience  the  objection  stands  on  more  substantial  groondsw 
The  law  of  God  \^  holy,  just^^nd  good  :  a  transcript  of  tte 
mind  of  its  glorious  author,  ^o  is  **  of  purer  eyes  than  to 
behold  iniquity."  This  law  requires  universal,  nnsinntng 
obedience.  It  reaches  to  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the 
heart.  It  abates  not  for  the  sbortei^  interval  of  its  stridesti 
demands.  It  mdies  no  allowance  for  human  isqierlbetions, 
for  inadvertency,  or  surprise.  It  accounts  every,  tlie 
lightest  deviation  from  its  tenor,  to  be  sin.  In  a  word,  it 
is  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  a  p^rfiBCt  conformity,  both 
in  body  and  soul,  to  all  its  extensive  and  sptritaal  i^juno* 
tions.  Such  is  the  moral  law.  Should  any  interpretation 
then  of  Scripture  be  advanced,  which  shall  proceed,  in  its  le- 
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Sitiwito  coMeqMMMj  to  fedaoe  tbia  meMHre  of  obedienco  ; 
vUch  should  tend  to  establMb  u  has  spiritual  and  compre* 
koMive  ralo  of  moral  practice  |  which  should  imply  that  the 
hw  exacted  a  leas  rigorous  service;  that  it  lowers  its  de- 
w$MmiB  in  accommodation  to  the  iaftraiitie3  of  man  ;  that  it 
acoeptB  a  siaOere  and  partial,  in^ad  of  a  perfect  and  a^ 
iniverBal  obedience :  should  any  interpretation  of  such  a 
Mtare  he  advanced,  what  reception  would  it  deservedly  en- 
WQVter  i  It  would  be  justly  rejected,  as  being  in  its  ten- 
d6M7  disbonorahle  to  Gk>d  and  to  his  holy  law,  contradictor 
ry  to  the  general  &nor  of  the  Scriptores,  and  pregnant  with 
the  BBOst  serious  mischieGEi  to  the  interesto  of  morality.     But 
ia  such  the  tendency  of  the  doctrine  before  us  ?  Can  any 
OMdoaions  of  this  nature  be  reasonably  inferred  from  it  I 
On  the  contrary,  the  extent  and  spirituality  of  the  moral 
laiw  form  another  part  of  tlie  foundation  on  which  this  doc^ 
tnne  rests.     Why  does  it  teach  us,  that  we  must  be  justiB- 
ad  by  faith  9  Because  the  unstnning  obedience  required  by 
the  law  venders  it  impossible  that  we  can  ever  be  justified 
hf  works.     Were  the  law  less  holy,  less  rigorous  in  its 
demands  ;  were  it  satisied  with  less  extensive  services ;  did 
14  rmpwe  oi^y  a  sincere,  but  deiective  obedience;  there 
wooM  then  he  no  necessity  for  this  revealed  method  of  Jus- 
tafiealioa*     Man,  in  that  case,  might  be  justified  by  the 
deeds  of  die  law.     Qut  because  the  law  is  hdy ;  because  it 
dedarea,  that  ^<  the  OMn  who  doeth  those  things  shall  live  by 
iktm ;''  hecaase  it  denottnce$,  <<  Coned  is  every  one  that 
iMiitmdh  not  in  aU  things,  which  are  written  in  the  book  of 
tho  law  to  do  them  :''*  therefore,  since  righteousness  cannot 
heattaiMd  by  the  law,  the  rigbteoaaoess  of  faith  is  manifest- 
ed ia  the  Gospel.     Doea  faith,  then,  <'  mai^e  void  the  law  ?'* 
No.  The  doctriae  of  Justification  by  fiiith  only,  **  magnifies 
the  )aw»  and  SMkee  it  honorable.*^  It  implies  in  the  strong- 
eat  manner,  the  holy,  ei^tensive,  spirituol  natore  of  that  obe^ 
dieace,  which  tho  law  requires.     No  foundation,  then,  iri 
this  iaatanoet  can  be  found  for  the  olyoction  alleged. 

Bat  though  the  doctrine  in  qaeation  neither  weakens  the 
sW^gnlioa  to  obey  the  looral  law,  nor  fedueea  the  meoMurt 
af  the  obedieiice  reqauwd  |  yet  it  may  supersede  the  nece$$i' 
Uf  of  any  ohadieace  at  aU.  The  poaitioo,  that  we  are  justi- 
led  by  faith  only,  may  coatrihiito,  in  its  legitimate  conse^ 

t  Rom.  X.  5.   GaL  ffi.  10*       j  Isaiah,  ^.  2^ 
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qucncesy  to  establish  tho  conduston  tkat  obedience  is  uttseo- 
es^ary  to  salvation.  And  how  then  can  such  a  position  be 
consistent  with  the  general  tenor  of  that  Gospel,  the  profcs^ 
sed  object  of  which  is  to  tnm  mankind  fhrai  their  Iniqiiitias^ 
and  to  fit  them  for  ^  an  inheritance  among  them  whkh  an 
sanctified  ?^  Doubtless,  if  such  be  the  eifect  of  ti^  pontiont 
the  inference  deduced  from  it  is  just  If,  whUe  the  deoMne 
of  Justification  by  faith  only  professes  to  acknowledge  tte 
obligatory  power  and  spiritod  nature  of  the  moral  law,  it 
at  the  same  time  tends  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  obedl 
ence  to  it ;  if  it  gives  any  real  countenance  to  the  assertion^ 
that  works  are  unnecessary  to  salvation ;  such  a  tendenojr 
must  destroy  every  claim  to  its  being  received  as  a  sound 
interpretation  of  Scriptural  truth.  But  to  r^ieat  oar  form- 
er assertion*  such  is  not  the  tendency  of  the  doctrine*  No 
such  consequences  can  be  fkirly  deduced  from  it.  8inoe» 
however,  it  is  in  this  part  of  the  eharge  that  the  dbitt  strengtii 
of  the  objection  is  suppose^  to  lodge,  lot  particular  attea- 
tion  be  applied  to  it 

Wliat,  in  the  first  place,  are  the  grounds,  on  whtcli  the 
necessity  of  obedience  to  the  moral  law  is  founded  ?  Why  is 
a  lioly  conformity  to  the  will  and  the  image  ^Qod  necessary 
to  the  salvation  of  man  ?  Becanse,  without  this  holy  con- 
formity, man  would  be  unfit  to  enter  into  the  preaeaeo  of 
God,  and  unaMo  to  participate  of  the  holy  ftlicity  of  beacon. 
''  Without'  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord.-«BlesBed  avQ 
the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shiA  see  God*'**  Un^r  tho  do- 
minion of  oviU  selfish,  and  tormenting  passions,  destitato-of 
that  peace  and  joy  and  love,  of  ttwt  devotedness  of  evocy 
power  and  faculty  to  the  service  and  j^ory  of  the  great  Oro- 
ator,  in  which  the  essence  of  heatenly  fUidty  coHsIoIb, 
the  soul  would  possess  no  m^ftness  for  partaking  of  the  In- 
heritance of  the  taints  in  light  Cotdd  tho  proud,  the  com- 
tous,  the  sensual,  the  profime,  couM  such  cbaraders  eqmi- 
ence  any  pleasure  in  seeing  Chdf  and  contemptetiMg  Us 
great  perfections  ?  CooM  they  find  delight  in  the  soeiety  of 
lieaven,  in  the  innumerable  company  of  Mgels,  in  inter- 
course with  ♦*  the  spirits  of  jnst  men  made  ptt-fect^^  The 
verjr  language  of  those  blOBsieil  niaasions  wooH  be  foreign  to 
their  hearts.  They  couM  not  cordiiiliy  write  their  voieas 
with  the  acclamations  of  that  ennlpCoffod  host,  who  <<  flril 

*  neb,  ^  14.   Matt  V.  8. 
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aMn»  bdbre  Bim  timt  atttotb  oo  tlia  Ikrmie,  ami  worsliiy 
Bis  that  li?etti  for  ever  aad  ever»  aad  cast  their  crowns  be- 
Are  the  throne^  myingy  Thou  art  worthy^  O  Lord,  to  receive 
l^orj  and  honor  and  power,  for  thou  bast  created  all  things, 
mA  for  thy  pleasare  they  are  and  were  created.^* 
.  Those  nnsl  be  holy  whoM  such  holy  services  engage. 
Hmt  then  can  man  be  saved  witboot  obedience  to  the  moral 
law  2  Conifemiity  to  its  most  spiritual  injunctions  is  indis- 
penashly  ndcumrff  to  his  salvation.  On  this  ground  the 
»scfifi%f  of  obedience  i*ests. 

A^ert  sext  to  the  pai*ticoIar  nature  of  Justification  ;  and 

wm  whsther  it  tends  to  supersede  this  necessity.     See  wbeth- 

or  the  ob^ectioB  before  us  does  not  arise  from  indistinctnesa 

of  conception  and  inaccuracy  of  expression  on  this  subject 

-VersoMf  when  urging  this  objection,  frequently  speak  as  if 

Jttstiication  and  Salvation  were  synonimmis  and  convertible 

farms.     Bat  this  is  not  a  correct  statement  of  the  case. 

TruB  it  isy  that  in  a  loose  and  popular  sense  these  terms 

may  reasonably  admit  of  such  a  transposition.     The  one 

nMiy  occasionally  be  used  for  the  othen    But  let  it  be  1*6- 

UMMsbered,  that  JustificatioOf  in  its  precise  and  doctrinal 

meaning,  designates  only  ant  part  of  salvation  ;  that  part. 

by  which  the  guilt  of  sin  is  removed,  and  a  perfect  recon- 

ciliatian  between   God  and  the  sinner    accomplished.     In 

vbat  respect,  then,  does  this  doctrine  tend  to  supersede  the 

■eomiiiy  of  obedience  to  the  moral  law  ?  It  undermines  not, 

it  approaches  not  the  fouqdation,  on  which  this  necessity  is 

bmifL     While  it  esclades  obedience  from  any  participation 

ift  the  oflke  of  justifying  the  sinner,  it  does  not  therefore 

imply  that  obedience  is  unnecossary  to  salvation.     While  it 

liadares,  that  no  holiness  of  heart  and  life  has  any  share  in 

atoning  for  sin,  or  in  reconciling  us  to  God,  but  that  these 

glorioas  privikgea  are  conveyed  to  us  sdely  through  faith 

in  tho  BedeeuMr^s  blood,  it  does  not  therefore  intimate  that 

.too  holinesa  of  hieart  and  lifo  are  requisite  to  qualify  us  for 

the  enjoyment  of  our  purchased  iiiberitauce.     A  criminal, 

laboriliig  under  a  deadly  sickneas,  receives  a  pardon  from 

kis  monarch.    If  wo  should  in  this  caee  assert,  that  the 

atato  of  his  health  had  no  Qoaneotion  with  tlie  mercy  receiv- 

#d ;  anch  an  assertion  could  never  be  construed  to  imply 

Ikat  hi^  recovery  from  sickness  was  unconnected  with  his 

•  Rev.  iv.  10,  11. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


firinra  iMiipineM.  Beoiiwe  his  Mig^Mm  %> 
has  been  remitted  by  an  act  of  gracft  it  cannot  tborefore  be 
inferred  that  healtb  is  uanec^aary  to  faia  enjoyoMiit  of  Ike 
royal  bounty.  Nay,  we  slioidd  ratbw  form  a  difoctly  op* 
posite  conclusion.  We  should  rather  aigr,  that  hia  ddirer- 
ance  from  tlie  sentence  of  deaths  and  bis  restoratian  to  his 
ibrfeited  privileges^  rendered  the  removal  of  his  disorder  a 
blessing  more  than  ever  desirable.  With  what  color  of  tni& 
then  can  it  be  said,  that  the  doctrine  of  J«stificat«on  by  UUk 
only  supersedes  the  fiecesiity  of  obedience  ?  How  can  it  be 
charged  in  this  respect  with  <'  making  vmA  the  law  V*  It  pro- 
vides a  remedy  for  the  penal  consequences,  which  past  dio^- 
#edience  has  incurred ;  but  it  leaves  tlio  necessity  of  person* 
al  holiness  to  rest  on  the  same  foondation  on  whicii  it  al*- 
ways  had  rested,  on  which  it  would  always  have  rested,  Ml 
disobedience  never  been  introduced ;  on  the  imposaibiHty  of 
holding  communion  with  God,  and  of  partaking  of  his  Mioi- 
ty,  without  possessing  con^ospondiog  dispositions,  and  hning 
made  pai'takers  of  his  holiness. 

Upon  the  whole,  what  becomes  of  the  oHgioal  oi^foctmi.? 
If,  as  we  have  seen,  tlie  method  of  justifying  the  sinner  by 
ffiitb  only  tends,  in  its  legitimate  consequences^  neither  i% 
liVi^ken  the  obligation  to  obey  the  mo^  law,  nor  to  reduco 
the  measure  of  the  required  obedience,  nor  to  supersede  tko 
vecessiitf  of  obedience ;  in  what  s^nse  does  it  <<  make  void  tho 
law  V^  In  no  sense  whatever.  The  alleged  charge  of  in- 
troducing and  cncouragpiog  licentiousness  is  not  substantial 
pd.  Destitute  of  evei*y  solid  foundation,  it  nacessarily  Mto 
to  the  ground. 

II.  **  Faitli  establislies  the  law/'  The  i^ostle  not  on(^ 
rejects  with  abhorrence  the  injurious  consequonces  imputed 
to  this' doctrine,  but  strenoousfy  asserts,  that  a  directly  opi- 
posite  coiKlusion  ought  to  be  deduced  from  it.  FaitW  ^^ 
from  making  void  the  law»  ^*  estaUiskeo  the  law.  Far 
from  producing  effects  unfavorable  to  tlie  cause  of  aioratit|r» 
it  tesMls  to  strengthen  and  promote  the  intercats^f  practical 
godliness.  The  method  of  Jastaficatbn  oontended  ftuv  en- 
forces the  attainment  of  universal  holiness  fagr  motives  of  the 
most  exalte  nature,  and  of  the  most  conattfttniag  ebligattoii« 

What  is  the  state  of  the  justified  sinner  2  Under  a  cout 
viction  of  the  danger  and  misery  of  mm^  he  hstfi  fled  for  Kff 
fuge  to  the  hope  set  before  him  in  tho  Gospel ;  and,  looking 
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u9fe»JeMS>  ^he  hm  fimiid  peace  and  jof  in  believing/^ 
Tlis  18  ^*  the  grace  in  ivMch  he  stands.'*     He  knows  that 
^*i(  he  ooiitQlid  with  the  Almighty,  he  cannot  answer  him  one 
of  a  tbMsaiid  f^  that  <<  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  no  flesh  can 
be  jnalMled  in  the  sight  of  God.'*     But  he  also  knows,  that 
**  tbete  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Christ 
\  f*  thai  ^<  Christ  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteous- 
to  crery  om  that  believeth.''*    What,  then,  is  the 
gnmxA  of  all  his  present  peace  and  fiiture  prospects  ?  A 
comfertakle  hope  of  his  acceptance  ^^in  the  BNoved.'*     Let 
tUs  hope  be  once  destroyed  i  his  peace  is  broken,  his  pros- 
pects are  doHded.     Let  him  lose  the  sense  of  his  interest 
itt  Gbriat ;  aD  his  former  fears  return.     Still  he  is  under 
condaoHiatlon :  ihe  demands  of  the  law  are  unanswered : 
tii»8WQid  of  justice  is  suspended   orer  his  head.     To  keep 
alive  then  this  hope,  to  preserve  this  sense  of  his  hitorest  in 
QhRst,  »  one  leading  object  which  the  justified  sinner  has 
ooMtently  in  view.    But  how  is  the  object  to  be  accomplish- 
ed ?  Doobtless,  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  author  of  this  blessed 
mcperiMce.  If  we  are  <<  filled  with  joy,**  it  is  <<  by  the  Holy 
Ghoatw''  If  we  *^  abound  in  hope,**  it  is  '^  through  the  power 
oCtiM  Holy  Ghost**     It  is  <'  the  Sfurit  itself  which  beareth 
witiMsa  with  our  spirits,  that  we  are  tiie  children  of  Go(i.'*f 
B«t  wiMt  is  the  natore  of  his  testimony  ?  In  what  manner 
does  he  asuidly  evidence  to  us  our  adoption  into  the  family 
of  God,  and  our  consequent  title  to  the  privileges  of  chit- 
dfen  ?  By  reBeeting  light  oh  his  own  work  of  grace  in  the 
heart,  and  thus  by  enaUing  us  to  trace  out  the  existence  of 
the  cause  by  the  eflfects  evidently  produced.     Sanctification, 
as  it  is  the  earnest  of  future  glory ;  so  it  is  an  infallible 
evideiicey  boeause  an  unfiling  consequence  of  our  present 
rseoneiliation  with  God*     TIte  new  heart  is  that  best  gift» 
wirfch  the  Almighty  bestows  upon  Iris  ditldron.     <<  Because 
tbey  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the  spirit  of  his  Son  into 
their  hearts,  crying  Abba,  Father.**^    Deliverance  from  the 
power  of  sin  is  a  blessing  annexed  by  promise  to  a  state  of 
JistiAoation.     ^^  Fbr  sin  shall  not  have  dominion  over  you^ 
finr  ye  are  not  mider  the  laiiv ,  but  under  grace.**$     Would 
the  mmter  seek  then  an  evidtoce  of  hLs  justified  state  ;  of 
Iris  ad(^ioii  into  tiie  Comily  of  Gkid  ;  of  his  being  not  un- 
der the  law»  b«t  under  grace :  he  must  inquire,  whether  he 

*  Job,  iz.  3.   Rom.  lil  20.  viii.  1.  x.  4.       t  l^om.  xr.  13.    viiL  16; 
%  QaL  iv.  6.     f  Rom.  vi  14. 
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can  find  a  work  of  grace  on  his  heart.  Does  he  ei^mene^ 
the  sanctifying  inflaences  of  the  Holj  Ghost  ?  Is  he  renew- 
ed in  the  qiirit  of  his  mind  ?  Having  a  hope  that  be  is  de- 
iif ered  from  the  penal  consequences  of  transgfession,  is  he 
praying*  and  watching,  and  strtTingy  that  he  may  he  dcRv- 
ered  abo  from  the  dominion  of  sin  ?  While  he  aboands  in 
tite  comftfrts  of  the  Gkmpely  does  he  also  in<x«ase  in  hnnlK- 
tjf  in  meelLnes8»  in  patience*  in  lowliness  of  mindt  in  purity^ 
in  gentleness*  in  sdf-deniaU  in  conformity  to  the  holy  law 
and  image  of ^Ns  Malcer  ?  Is  he  a  ^  follower  of  Ood  as  a 
dear  child  V^  Does  he  **  overcome  the  worid  ?**  Is  he  **  care* 
ftal  to  maintain  good  works  2^  Does  he  labor  to  ^*  adorn  the 
doctrine  of  Ood  bis  BaTionr  in  all  things  V  Observe  what 
a  constraining  motive  is  thus  provided  to  the  attainment  of 
universal  holiness.  The  peace,  the  hope*  the  joy*  the  con<>> 
eolation  of  a  dinner*  are  inseparably  connected  with  the 
evidence  of  his  interest  in-Ohrist  Hence*  so  long  «b  wat 
unchristian  temper  is  suffered  to  prevail  |  so  long  as  one 
evil  disposition  continues  unsubdued ;  so  long  as  one  sinful 
propensity  is  aUowedly  indulged ;  that  evidence  on  Btriptmr- 
al  grounds  can  never  be  obtained.  According  to  the  very- 
scheme  of  aalvatidn  in  which  the  sinner  profnses  to  conMe^ 
he  is  unabK  till  he  sbdl  have  <<  put  on  the  new  maw*  whidN 
after  God*  is  created  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness*" 
to  give  to  his  own  heart  <<  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in 
him." 

But  further*  the  fiuth  which  loads  a  sinner  to  Christ  for 
Justification*  includes  a  conviction*  not  only  of  tlie  danger* 
but  idso  of  the  demerit  of  sin.  While  the  justified  sinner  has 
felt  the  sentence  of  death  in  himself*  he  has  also  felt  the  jus- 
tice of  that  sentence.  He  has  seen  that  ^  death  is  the  wa- 
ges of  sin  :"  that  eternal  death  is  the.due  desert,  the  nlerit- 
cd  recompence*  of  transgression  against  God.  In  what 
light  tlien  does  he  view  himself?  As  ^  a  brand  plucked  out 
of  the  fire ;"  as  a  criminal*  who  *^  hath  not  been  dealt  with 
after  bis  sins*  nor  rewarded  according  to  his  iniquities ;"  ns 
a  rebel*  who*  taken  in  anns  against  his  rightM  sovereign, 
lias  yet  been  freely  pardoned*  graciously  invested  witti  aH 
the  privileges  of  a  loyal  subjett*  admitM  to  &vor*  to  con- 
fidence* to  friendship  !  What  sentiments  does  this  view  in- 
spire ?  Sentiments  of  love*  of  gratitude*  of  obedience*  of  de- 
votediiess  of  body  and  soul  to  the  service,  to  the  glory  of 
his  merciful  benefactor. 
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^tttiese  toattaeHtB  are  tftOl  gtmOy  angamnt^  by  a 
CMsideration  of  the  mcuns  which  have  been  employed  in. 
this  work  of  meray^  Pardon  has  been  freely  extended  to 
Aheaiimen  But  lias  no  price  been  paid  for  it?  Yes;  aain* 
eatimaMe  price :  the  blood  dT  the  Etenml  Son  of  God. 
*'  Christ  has  redeeniAd  us  from  the  curse  of  the  lawy  having 
been, made  a  curse  for  us.''*  He  has  given  his  own  life  a 
vaasom  for  sinners.  Bedeemed  with  such  a  ransom^  shall 
Miui^rs  reCiise  to  give  their  lives  to  Christ?  <<  Th<^  nre  not 
th^r  own ;  they  are  bouf^t  with  a  price.  Shall  they  not 
l^orify  God  with  their  bodies^  and  with  their  spirits»  whiq|i 
we  &id's.'^t  T6  whatend  has  the  Lord  of  Glory  asaum^ 
ed  their  nature^  hundded  himself  to  death,  and  suffered  in 
iheir  rtead  2  That  he  might  '^  redeem  them  from  all  iniqui^ 
lgr»and  purify  them  unto  himself  a  pecnliar  peoidOf  asealous 
^  good,  works.''^  Shall  they  frustrate  this  mercifid  design  2 
Ay  wilful  impeaitencey  shall  they  defeats  his  gracious  pwr* 
imsQs  i  Shall  they  indulge  those  hatefial  lusts  wUdi  nailed 
their  Saviour  to  the  cross  2  Shall  they  thus  <<  crucify  afresh 
the  Bon  of  God  i^*  Shall  they  '^  continue  in  sin  that  graee  may 
abonnd  ?''  Perish  the  ungmerous,  the  ungrateful  thought ! 
*^  Christ  has  loved  us^  and  has  given  himself  for  us.  fib 
J*ved  us^  when  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins.  He  gave  him- 
self for  1S9  when  enemies  to  God  by  wicked  works.  ShaU 
we  reqeite  bis  love  by  resisting  his  authority  7  The  time 
past  of  our  lives  may  suffice  to  have  wrought  the  will  of  the; 
flesh.  Henceforth  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us. 
Henceforth  we  live  no  longer  unto  oursdves^  but  unto  him 
who  died  for  us  and  rose  agaim  To  Ids  glory  let  every 
fiiculty  be  consecrated.  In  bis  service  let  all  our  members 
be  yielded  as  instruments  of  rightsousness  unto  God.  I^t ' 
US  be  stedfast,  unmovcabie,  always  abounding  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord,  that  we  may  shew  forth  the  praises  of  him,  who 
bath  called  us  out  of  dackness  into  his  marvellous  light.'' 

It  is  impossible  that  any  more  efficacious  incentive  to  the 
iritainnwnt  of  universal  holiness  can  be  addnced^than  the 
active  which  these  reflections  inspire.  But  isuch  reflections 
M^raUy  result  from  the  doctrine  under  consideratioD.- 
Love  is  the  principle  from  which  only  all  holy  obedteqce 
can  originate.     Love  is  the  principle  which  fait|k«  and  faith 

•  Gal.  SL  13.        t  1  Cor.  tI  20.       *  Tifta,  il  U. 
VoLi   It.  37 
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iHiljT,  effecUwIly  generates  in  tbe  Leiurt     Tfaus  ''  fkUk  es- 
tOilislies  tbe  law/' 

Sueh  are  tbe  practical  effects  of  that  leading  doctrine  of 
Hie  Ck>apel,  Justification  by  fiiitb  onlj.  Butt  in  reply  to  all 
tbe  arguments  advanced,  perhaps  it  may  be  further  contend- 
ed iiy  tbe  opposers  of  tbe  doctrine,  that  however  favorable 
to  morality  this  method  of  jnstifyii^  the  sinner  may  specu- 
latively appear  to  be,  yet  facts  and  experience  sutetantiale 
tbe  contrary  troth.  '  The  pernicious  effects  of  this  doctrine^ 
after  all  the  palliations  which  can  be  urged  in  its  defence, 
are  ten  visible  to  be  denied.  Numbers,  who  profess  to  be 
saved  by  grace  through  faith,  in  their  practice  make  void 
tbe  law.  Presuming  on  what  they  call  their  Christian  lib- 
erty, they  run  into  excess  of  riot,  and  appear  at  least  front 
their  conduct,  to  be  governed  by  the  destructive  principle^ 
**  1^  us  continue  in  sin-tbatgrace  may  abound." .'  My  breth- 
ren, that  some  such  characters  have  at  all  times  existed  ; 
that  some  such  characters  may  still  exist,  to  the  disgrace 
and  sorrow  of  the  Christian  church,  is  readily  admitted.: 
charact^v  of  whom  it  may  be  said  in  tlie  words  of  tbe 
weeping  apostle,  **  that  they  are  enemies  of  the  cross  of 
Christ,  whose  end  is  destruction,  whose  god  is  their  belly, 
and  whose  glory  is  in  their  shame ;  who  mind  earthly 
tbings."*  But  what  does  the  existence  of  such  charac- 
ters prove  ?  Does  it  prove  that  the  real  tendency  of  the 
doctrine,  which  they  affect  to  hold,  is  immoral  and  li- 
centious ?  Let  not  such  a  conclusion  be  hastily  adopted. 
Confound  not  the  legitimate  consequences  of  the  doctrine 
with  tlie  onwai*rantabIe  abuse  of  it.  Ascribe  not  to  the  doc- 
trine those  mischievous  effects,  which  are  to  be  imputed  only 
to  the  depravity  of  human  nature.  Would  you  argue  that 
tl>e  blessings  of  Providence  are  evil  in  their  tendency,  be- 
cause men  fi^uently  pervert  them  into  instruments  of  sin  7 
Is  the  medicine  proved  to  be  originally  bad,  because  from 
im|H*oper  management  it  becomes  a  poison  7  If  this  mode 
of  rfaso^igri>e  allowed,  it  will  equally  bear  against  Chris- 
tianity Itself.  In  every  agc^  numbers  of  those  who  have 
called  themseires  ChinsUans,  have,  by  their  unholy  practi- 
ces, disgraced  their  holy  calling.  ^^  Professing  to  know 
God  they  have  in  works  denied  him.''  Is  Chiistianity 
therefore  immoral  in  its  tendency  7  You  cannot  be  prepared 

*  Phil,  ill  18,  19. 
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to  adntl  this  conckinoii.  Urge  not  tliea  tiie  licentious  Iive!3 
of  9onie»  who  intiiiitaiii  that  we  are  justified  by  faith  otilj,  as 
mndosiTe  evidence  that  this  tenet  encourages  licentiousness. 
See  if  there  be  not  among  the  supporters  of  the  doctrine^ 
others,  who  equally  with  yourselves,  lament  and  abominate 
this  sad  perversion  of  it  Examine  with  that  candor,  which 
becomes  the  inquirers  after  truth,  into  the  whole  merits  of 
the  case.  See  whether  this  doctrine  be  not  productive  of 
highly  practical  eflfects,  in  the  far  larger  proportion  of  those 
persons  who  embrace  it  See  whether  their  **  work  of  faith, 
and  labor  of  lo^^,  and  patience  of  hope,''  be  not  great  and 
exemplary.  See  whether,  in  numerous  instances,  they  do 
not  exhibit  the  brightest  patterns  of  Christian  simplicity, 
moderation,  zeal,  humility,  charity ;  of  jelf-denying  exer- 
tions ;  of  unwearied  perseverance  in  well-doi  ng ;  of  fidelity 
in  the  discharge  of  relative  and  social  duties  ;  of  cheerful- 
ness under  sufferings  ;  of  meekness  ;  of  integrity  ;  of  hea- 
venly tempers  and  affections.  If  the  immoral  comluct  of 
some  be  adduced  as  an  argument  subversive  of  the  doctrine  ; 
appeal  can  with  confidence  be  made  to  the  holy  lives  of 
tboosands  in  confirmation  and  support  of  it 

To  conclude.  If  the  discussion  of  this  subject  fall  short 
of  the  end  proposed  ;  if  it  prove  insufficient  to  carry  con- 
viction to  those  for  whom  it  is  designed ;  yet  let  it  not 
fail  of  producing  its  proper  effects  on  the  advocates  for 
Justification  by  faith  only.  Is  so  formidable  an  objection 
alleged  against  your  fundamental  doctrine  i  Let  your 
whole  life  be  a  refutation  of  the  charge.  Are  you  reproach- 
ad  with  the  pernicious  consequences  of  your  tenets  ?  Labor 
the  more  strenuously  and  circan|spectly  to  shew,  by  your 
own  example,  that  the  doctrine  which  you  profess  is  <^  n 
doctrine  according  to  godliness.*'  Are  your  called  to  con- 
tend for  what  you  conceivo  to  have  been  **  tlie  faitii  whicli 
was  once  delivered  unto  the  saints  ?*'  Contend  with  meek- 
ness of  wisdom.  Contend  in  the  spirit  of  love.  Prove 
tliat  the  way  of  truth  is  the  more  excellent  way  by  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  fruits  which  it  displays.  Let  this  be  the 
object  of  your  contention,  to  excel  in  good  works;  to 
abound  more  and  more  in  all  holy  conversation  and  godU- 
neai ;  "  by  well  doing  to  jiut  to  silence  the  ignorance  of 
foolisk  men.  Finally,  my  brethren,  whatsoever  things  are 
true,  wbalsQCvcr  things  arc  bonesti  whatsoever  things  are 
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jast»  whatsoerer  tbhigs  dre  pare,  whMwwver  tbitigflt  are  1ot«<^ 
ly,  whatsoever  things  are  of  good  raport ;  If  there  JImi  any  vir- 
tue, if  tbei*e  be  any  praise,  think  on  these  things.  Those 
things  wliicb  we  have  both  teamed  and  received^  from 
Christ  and  his  apostles  *^  do  ;  and  the  God  of  peace  shiU 
be  with  yoy.*^ 


SERMON  XXJ^ 

-Scriptural  Statement  of  the  Doctrines  of  Humai^  Corruption, 
^ud  of  the   Renewal  of  the  Heart  to  Holiness. 

BCGLESIAI^TESy    ix.    3. 

The  Heart  of  the  8(m$  oJMen  is  full  of  Evil. 

|T  is  a  troth,  which  Scripture  througboat  l^ 
culcates,  and  experience  every  day  coniBrms,  tliat  no  man, 
without  some  previous  sepse  of  his  guilt  and  danger  as  a  sin- 
ner, will  ever  cordially  submit  himself  to  the  ilghieousness 
of  God.  The  free  gift  of  Justification  w^  be  little  esteeroei 
by  one,  who  retains  the  presumptuous  hope,  that  he  has  k 
righteousness  of  his  own,  in  which  he  may  appear  before 
God.  If  the  man-slayer  had  not  dreaded  the  sword  of  the 
avenger  of  blood,  he  would  not  have  fled  for  safety  to  tbe 
city  of  refuge.  If  the  Israelites  bad  not  felt  the  envenomed 
bite  of  the  fiery  serpents,  they  would  not  have  lool^  dp  for 
cure  to  the  brazen  serpent  If  tbe  sinner  be  not  impressed 
with  some  conviction  of  his  misery,  he  will  never  flee  to 
Christ  for  refuge,  or  look  up  to  him  for  deliverance  from 
the  wrath  to  come. 

The  same  train  of  reasoning  may  be  adopted  with  res- 
pect to  the  other  branch  of  salvation,  our  Sanctification. 
The  promise  of  the  Spirit,  and  of  the  Renewal  of  the  Heart 
to  Holiness,  will  be  lightly  regarded  by  those  who  cherish 
favorable  sentiments  of  the  goodness  of  their  own  hearts,  or 
entertain  very  limited  notions,  of  their  original  depravity. 
''  They  that  are  whole  need  not  a  physicfaui,  but  they  that 
are  sick.'*     Some  adequate  concepthma  must  be  obtained  of 

•  PluL  in  8,  9' 
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Ui6  strengOi  «A  hiVeferwy  ef  the  Amm^^  befinrn  tny  jttaA 
^i^reiieKiidiiB^caii  be  formed  of  the  neeesaltjr  an4  mignituiM 
ef  the  projeet&d  cure.  To  bo  other  cmm&f  indeed,  but  fo  in- 
adeqoate  coiioe|>tiotis  of  the  nature  mnd  extent  of  Humari  Cor* 
raption  is  it  owing,  that  so  rnanj  partial  and  deflective  sent!- 
obeiita  prevail  respecting  the  meaning  of  conversion  ;  of  being 
^  bom  i^in  of  the  Spirit  ;**  of  ^  potting  off  the  M  man*  and 
<rf  putting  on  the  new  man'' ;  and  of  other  colresponding  ei- 
preesions,  by  which  a  transition  from  a  state  of  sin  to  a 
atate  of  holiness  is  designated.  Tet  sach  inadeqmte  c6n- 
ceptioDs  cannot  but  exist,  so  loi^  as  men,  instead  of  simply 
crediting  the  plain  and  positive  declarations  of  (ho  Word  df 
God,  listen  to  the  sqggestions  of  their  own  prood  and  eai^ 
nal  reasonings,  and  interpret  the  sacred  text  in  confo^niitf 
to  their  favorite  and  pre-established  opinions. 

With  the  view  of  offiering  some  remedy  for  this  evil,  I  have 
made  choice  of  a  text,  in  which  the  inspired  writer  ass^^,  in 
very  unequivocal  teims,  the  inherent  and  extensive  depravi- 
ty fA  human  nature.  '<  The  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  full 
of  eva/'  From  tlie  numerous  passages  of  Scripture,  which 
hear  decisive  testimony  to  this  truth,  perhaps  it  would  be 
diflbcalt  to  adduce  a  text  in  vrhich  the  doctrine  is  exhibited 
in  a  more  concise  and  comprehensive  view.  In  discoursing 
on  these  words,  1  purpose  to  employ  them  for  obviating 
some  miaconeeptions  which  prevail  on  the  subjects, 

I*  Of  man's  Natural  Corruption. 

II.  Of  his  Renewal  to  Holiness, 

1.  One  prevailiag  misconception  on  the  subject  of  Humau 
Comiptioa  respects  the  $eat  of  the  disorder.  The  wiclced- 
aess  of  the  livt$  of  men  is  reaMy  admitted.  Their  ambition, 
crudty,  injustice,  animosity,  revenge,  their  evil  tempers, 
their  immoral  practices,  are  too  notorious  to  be  denied. 
But  whHe  the  effects  are  acknowledged,  the  cause  from 
which  they  spring  is  ovcriooked.  These  vidatiens  of  the 
tew  of  God  are  represented  as  residting  from  weakness, 
from  inadvertency,  from  surprize,  from  the  violence  Jf 
temptation,  from  the  force  of  habit,  from  the  influence  of 
example.  They  are  described  as  irregularities,  greatly  in- 
deed to  be  lamented,  but  accidental  and  extraneous,  not  ne* 
cessarily  connected  with  any  inward  principle  of  evil. 
What  is  the  dmly  language  of  numbers  ?  ^  Our  lives,  it  is 
trwy  are  not  exeqipt  from  Mame.    We  are  guilty  of  maay 
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indiaoretioiis.  Bat  our  heart  is  gomiJ  Id  opposittoii  to  tkto 
language,  the  text  asserts  that  the  orif^a  of  aU  the  evil  is 
vritbio.  ^*  The  htmrt  of  tlie  sons  of  men  is  fiiH  of  eriL'* 
Not  the  streams  atone  are  fikby  aad  dotted ;  hot  the  foiiii- 
tain  is  pollttted.  The  disease  is  not  merely  exteroal ;  aot 
the  extremities  only  are  affeoted ;  hot  the  Mood  is  tainted^ 
the  very  Titals  are  imsound.  The  Comi^ion  is  a  radicri 
Cormpftion.  A  good  tree  cannot  hring  forth  evil  fruit. 
Wl^re  so  much  practical  wiclcedness  abounds,  the  heart  can- 
not be  good.  See  if  the  whole  tenor  of  the  word  of  God 
accords  not  with  the  assertion  in  the  text.  Does  not  the 
Almighty  declare,  <<  The  imagination  of  mian's  bcart  js  evil 
from  his  youth.''  **  The  heart  is  deceitful  above  ail  tilings, 
and  desperately  wicked  ?*'*  Is  not  the  perverse  and  un- 
godly conduct  of  mankind  repeatedly  ascribed  to  their 
<<  walking  after  the  imaginations  of  their  evil  heart  i\  From 
whence  come  wars  and  fightings  among  you  i  Come  they 
not  hence ;  even  of  your  lusts,  which  war  in  your  mem* 
hers  2:^  The  tongue  is  a  fire,  a  world  of  iniquity  ;  an  unru- 
ly evil,  fuU  of  deadly  poison."  But  it  is  **  out  of  the 
abundance  of  the  heart"  that  ^*  the  mouth  speaketh."$  To 
what  source  does  Christ,  who  **  knew  what  was  in  man,** 
refer  every  evil  of  which  roan  is  guilty  ?  To  the  evil  princi- 
ple which  operates  within.  .  ^^  Out  of  the  heart  proceed  evU 
thoughts,  murdcni,  adulteries,  fornicatians,  thefts,  false  wit« 
ncss,  blasphemies." II 

Another  ground  of  misconception  on  the  subject  of  Hu- 
man Corruption  respects  the  degree  and  extent  of  the  dis- 
order. *^  Though  the  heart,  it  is  admitted,  be  bad,  yet  it 
is  only  partially  bad.  If  some  propensity  to  evil  be  found 
within  us ;  yet  many  contrary  dispoutions  exist  tQ  coun- 
teract it.  Look  at  the  roust  barbarous  nations.  Even 
^mong  these,  generosity,  gratitude,  fidelity,  and  other 
similar  good  qualities  frequently  abound.  Look  at  the 
young,  and  at  such  as  are  not  deeply  sunk  in  vice.  They 
will  uniformly  applaud  an  instance  of  itit^;rity,  of  disinter- 
estedness, or  of  any  other  virtue,  placed  brfore  thorn  in 
practice  or  in  nari*ative^  and  will  condemn  a  contrary  con- 
duct. Do  not  these  examples  prove^that  there  is  some  ten- 
dency in  man  to  what  is  good :  that  goodness  maintains 
even  a  preponderating   influence  in  the  heart  ^"  But   what 

•  Oen.  viiL  2t    Jet.  xviL  9.       t  ^^'  vii,  24.        ±  James,  Iv,  1\  ' 
$  Matt  xn.  34.      ||  Matt  xv.  19. 
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aqrstbetfst}  ^'Tliek6artoftii0flm»oCiDeii  isjUteCeviL'' 
Tbe  corruption  is  tn/ot  only  radkal»  but  total.     In  tho  igur^ 
aUre  langwge  of  the  pro^t^  <*tbe*whole  bead  is  sicky 
aod  tbe  wb<de  heiurt  UinU    From  the  ao)e  of  tbe  fioot  even 
unto  tbe  head^  tbere  ia  no  sonndaeas/'^     Tbe  propensity  to 
evil»  fw  from  being  conntoraoted  by  contrary  dispositionay 
naturally  experiences   no  cbeclu     The  examples  adduced 
prove  nothii^  to  tbe  purpose  for  which  they  are  advanced. 
Generosi^^  gn^tude,  fidelity*  and  tlie   exercise  of  many 
other  pleasing  qualities  between  uiapi  and  man ;  the  spon- 
taneous aHdause  of  virtue  and  moraUlgr ;  the  decided  con- 
demnation of  immorality  and  vice*  may  all  exiaty  without 
any  tendency  in  man  to  what  is  truly  good.     They  are  not 
necessarily  connected  with  any  inward  principle  of  goodness* 
in  tbe  Scriptoral  meaning  of  the  word.     For  what  is  good* 
uesB*  as  opposed  to  evil  in  the  text  i  It  is  godliness.     It  is 
bdineaa.    It  is  a  sparitual  coHformity  to  the  law,  to  tlie  will* 
to  the  image  of  the  Almighty.     Goodness*  thus  considered* 
far  from  raaintoining  a  preponderating  influence  in   the 
heart*  is  utterly  excluded.     Evil  alone  existo  and  reigns 
within.     Sucb  is  the  universal  language  of  the  word  of 
troth.     I  knowt  says  tlie  aposUe,  ^<  that  in  me  (tliat  is*  in 
my  fle^)  dwelleth  no  good  thing*"     It  is  empliatically  said* 
(hat  *^  tit  canial  mind  is  enmity  against  God.''     In  what 
light  does  the  Almighty*  before  whom  <<  all  things)  are  na- 
ked and  opened/^  view  the  human  heart  ?  He  sees  *^  that 
every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  man's  heart  is  only 
evil  continually ."t     Words  cannot  more  strongly  and  co- 
piously dqnct  the   total  depravity  of  man.     Observe  the 
force  and  fulness  of  tlie  expressions.     *^  Tiie  thoughts  of 
man's  heart*  the  imaginations"  of  tbe  thoughts  of  his  hearty 
are  evil  :  evil  without  exception*,  for  it  is  *^  every  imagina- 
tion" which  is  evil:  evil  without  any  intermixture  of  good, 
for  it  is  oidy  evil :  evil  without  any  interruption,  for  it  is 
evil  *^  continually." 

Another  ground  of  misconception  still  remains  to  be  con- 
sidered. *  If  such/  it  is  contended*  ^  be  in  some  instances 
the  stato  of  the  iicai*t;  yet  it  is  not  always,  nor  even  gen- 
erally sucb.  It  is  not  every  man,  nay  perhaps,  in  modern 
times*  at  least  in  Christian  countries*  there  is  not  any  man 
of  whom  it  may  with  truth  be  said*  that  the  thoughts  of  his 

♦  Isaiah,  i.  5,  6.       f  ^om.  vli.  18.  vfii.  7.    Gen.  vi.  5. 
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faeafk*t  Bi^  only  6vit  e«iitiiMu%«     This  tetal  d^mt%  Is  Urn 
tfl^t  of  gross  dftrkness,  and  of  a  long  snd  uaratnundl 
coarse  of  iniquity,   f  n  the  AntedUiiTim  and  Oentife  tvorids^ 
Immersfd  as  they  wore  in  i^oranoe  and  abominable  wick- 
ednessy  sach  instances  might  freqaMitty  aociir.     Bat  nnti, 
under  the  Gospel  dtsfMnation,  when  the  true  UgU  sa  clear- 
ly sltiries^  when  the  standard  of  morality  is  so  conmdenMjr 
raised ;  wo  hope  better  things  of  mankind^  aad  ccaaet  in 
Justice  ascribe  to  the  professors  of  CbriBtianity  that  defpoe 
of  inward  depravity,  wliich  heathens  and  fdolaters  are  re- 
ported to  have  attained/     Bat  the  text  admits  of  no  distiao- 
tion  of  this  kind.     It  speaks  coHedively  of  the  whole  ho- 
man  raccy  as  indiscriminately  involved  in  the  same  genenal 
Corruptipn.     ^  The  heart  of  the  $an$  of  men  is  (iitt  of  evil.^^ 
The  declaration  is  absolnte.     No  exception  is  slated  or  ioi- 
plied  on  account  of  any  difference  of  outward  diepensatloa 
under  which  mankind  may  be  placed.     The  texts,  wUeii 
have  been  already  adduced  on  this  subject,  are  etpressed  in 
the  same  general  and  comprehensive  terms.     We  are  posi- 
tively told,  that,  '*  A^  in  water  fece  aridwereth  to  face^  so 
the  heart  of  man  to  man  ?^**     If  superior  religious  advan- 
tages  tend  to  make  the  d^ree  of  Human  Corruption  origin, 
tdly  less,  the  Jews,  when  comparing  their  state  with  that  ef 
their  heathen  neighbors^  might  have  advanced  the  same  plea 
in  extenuation  of  their  natorhl  depravity.     But,  in  refiita- 
tion  of  every  such  plea,  the  Spirit  of  God  asserts  in  that  ym- 
ry  Psalm,  which  St.  Paul  produces  as  descriptive  of  the 
Jews  no  less  than  of  the  Oentiles,  that  **  the  Lord  looked 
down  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of  men,  to  see  if  there 
were  any  that  did  understand  and  seek  after  God.     lliey 
are  all  gone  aside ;  they  are  altogether  iilthy  ;  there  is  none 
that  doeth  good,  no,  not  one.'*f     Even  that  same  apostle, 
whose  pretensions  to  a  less  degree  of  original  Cormptien 
were,  on  the  plea  here  combated,  confessedly  strong,  yet  de- 
cidedly classes  himself  with  those  ^  children  of- disobedience 
among  whom,  says  he,  we  all  had  our  conversation  in  times 
jiast,  in  the  lusts  of  our  flesh,  fulAlKng  the  desires  of  the 
iiesh  and  of  the  mind,  and  were  by  nature  the  children  or 
\vratli»  even  as  others.''^     Nor  does  the  word  of  God  give 
any  grounds  for  supposing  that  this  plea  can  be  better  de- 
fended under  the  Christian  than  under  the  Jewish  dispen3a- 

*  Prov.xxviLl9.    f PMdm, Jiv, 3, S.   Rom. SL  11, 13.   4:£phe8.il8. 
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iiM.  Ttetiospel^liy  IMTUtagareiiMdyfiMrHuian  C^ 
rwfOoBf  M  fiup  ooDtribotes  to  tlioiiiiiah  tii6  ezfteot  of  it.  Bnt 
^  pn^eiids  not  to  oMdie  that  Conrttptim  onipiiallj  less. 
The  Soiiptond  repraBentaiion  of  the  M^wrce  of  Huomui  Cor- 
n|itioii  etftetaally  prediideil  ev^iy  idea  of  this  nature.  The 
QogpA  iinifermljr  proc^edd  on  the  si^^osition»  that  man  is 
bom  in  sin ;  that  his  Comption  is  not  accidental^  but  iur 
Bale  I  not  acquired,  but  hereditary.  God  made  Adam  up- 
vi|^  <<  in  his  own  imag^  after  lus  own  likeness  in  right- 
oMSMss  and  true  holinciss.''  But  Adam  transmitted  not  this 
htmwmiy  bmgd  td  his  posterity.  It  is  pointedly  declared, 
that  be  **  begat  a  son  in  his  own  likeness,  after  his  image,"* 
in  thi^  state  of  radical  tad  total  depravity  to  which  he  was 
Umaelf  reduced  hf  his  falL  &oW  could  it  be  otherwise? 
Hear  what  Job  says.  '<  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of 
an  andean  ?  What  is  mta  that  he  should  be  dean  ?  and  he 
wUch  Is  hem  df  a  woman,  that  he  should  be  righteous  2'^ 
Hear  what  David  says«  **  Behold,  I  was  shapen  in  wicked*^ 
ness,  and  in  sin  did  my  mother  conceive  me.'^  Hear  what 
Gbrist  says.  «<  That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh.''t 
No  csoeptions»  no  distinctions,  no  degrees  of  Corruption 
are  intknatod.  ^<  £vei!y  man  that  is  naturally  engendered 
of  the  oftpriag  of  Adam,''^  is  carnal :  and  the  carnal  mind 
keranitj  againrtGod. 

n.  I  proceed  to  obviate  some  misconceptions  which  pre^ 
vail  respecting  the  Benewal  of  the  Heart  to  Holiness. 

The  discttSBsion  of  this  point  may  not  at  first  sight  ap^ 
pear  te  be  fmme^ately  connected  with  the  text.  But  il^ 
as  the  Scriptures  teach,  ^'  without  holiness  no  man  shall  see 
the  Lord  f*  then  every  text^  which  ^ints  out  the  nature 
and  extent  of  Human  Corruption^  points  out  by  implication 
the  nature. and  extent  of  that  moral  change,  which  man 
must  undergo.  And  it  will  on  examination  be  found,  thi|t 
€f€ry  erroneous  sentiment  which  prevails  with  respect  to 
the  nature  and  extent  of  this  moral  change,  exactly  corres- 
ponds with  the  misconceptions  previously  entertained  on  the 
subject  of  Human  Corruption. 

Those  who  limit  their  views  of  man's  depravity  to  tbo 
outward  wickedness  of  the  life,  will  necessarily  limit  their 
apprehensions  of  the  change  required  to  the  outward  amend- 

•  Gen.  V.  1.  3.       t  Job,  »v.  4.  xr.  14.    Psalm,  IL  5.    John,  ifi.  0, 
i  Article  IX. 
\ou  ir.  S8 
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mettl  •(  tlie  li£k  The  laofin8&  "^^^^  ^J  MA  is  this : 
'  Rcnomice  jiMT  viciouft  hlbUs.  ForaakiB  your  evil  prac- 
tices. Let  virtue  reaasiuiie  ber  etiyire  i»  yowr  bM^ow 
listeii  to  hsr  voice*  Obey  ber  dictates.'  What  ate  th« 
eftcts  of  tliis  advice  i  The  libertine  lays  aside  bis  ineg/tr 
larittce.  Tbe  dniiiluu*d  discontimies  bis  filthy  pleasaMS. 
The  profMie  no  bnger  stun  the  ear  with  horrid  imprecar 
ttoBs.  Tbe  passionate  become  mild ;  tbe  par&imoniaQat 
liberal;  tbe  rapacioosy  just  But  this  is  not  tbe  0Bl>t 
ebange  required.  WUIb  the  outward  conduct  is  aaiended^ 
tbe  heart  is  net  reformed.  The  love  of  sin,  pride,  and^« 
flsbness,  aversion  to  God  and  bo^ness^  stiilii  reign  mthia. 
While  such  princi|des  oontinne  to  direct  the  conduct  tb« 
man  is  not  turned  to  God.  He.  is  turned  only  from  enein^ 
iqnity  to  anothev ;  to  another  less  offensive^  it  may  be»  ia 
tbe  sight  of  bis  felIow-creatures»  but  not  perhaps  k«s  hate- 
ful in  tbe  sight  of  his  heart*searcbing  Creator.  Some  few 
branches  ai«  lopped  off  ji;  but  tbe  nature  of  tbe  stock  re- 
mains animproved.  Some  few  streams  are  stopped.;,  but 
tbe  fountain  still  retains  its  poisonous  quality.  If  the  Cor- 
riq»tion  be  radical^  the  change  must  be  radical  If  tbe  heact 
be  the  seat  of  tbe  disorder,  the  remedy  must  neadh  the 
heart.  Listen  to  the  mandates  of  In^iration*  ^^Wash^ 
thine  heart  from  wickedness,  that  thou  mayest  be  saved. 
Bow  long  shall  thy  vAiit  thoughts  lodge  within  thee  7 — 
Cleanse  year  hands,  ye  sinners,  and  purify  your  Aeorto  ye 
double-minded.'* — ^  Thou  blind  Pharisee,  cleanse  first  that 
which  is  wttliin  tbe  cup  and  platter ;  that  the  outside  of 
them  may  be  clean.  Did  not  he  that  nmde  that  which  is 
without,  make  that  which  is  witliin  also  i'^* 

Defective,  in  like  manner,  on  this  subject,  will  be  tbe 
sentiments  of  those,  who,  while  they  admit  tbe  heart  to 
be  the  seat  of  the  disease,  yet  entertain  false  conci^ 
tions  of  tlid  degree  and  extent  of  the  disorder.  If  tbe 
lieart  bo  only  partially  corrupt,  only  a  partial  change  can 
be  reqnii*ed.  *  I^et  tbe  evil  propensities  be  weakened  and 
subdued.  Let  the  inherent  good  dispositons  he  strengthen* 
ed  and  encouraged.  Let  the  noxious  weeds,  the  tares,  and 
thorns,  be  cleared  away  :  and  the  seeds  of  virtue,  thus  freed 
from  every  impediment  which  can  obstruct  their  growth, 
Mill  naturally  vegetate  and  thrive.'     But  this  is  not  a  rem- 

•  Jer.  iv.  14.   Jamet,  iv,  S;  Mat  X3d&  26.   Luke,  zL  40. 
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eif  adapted  to  tbe  disease.  It  does  aot  reach  the  exte»^ 
oftbe  disorder.  The  Cormpitioti  is  total;  total  must  be 
the  cbasge.  Where  are  those  inherent  geod  dispoBitions  I 
Where  are  those  seeds  of  virtoe  to  be  found  7  In  the  natur- 
al heart  thejr  hare  no  place.  In  that  soil  holiness  meets 
■otbing  congenhd.  Sin  is  tlie  only  plant  which  vegetates 
and  thiYes  therein.  Here  then  must  the  ciMnge  be  made. 
In  ibis  soil  must  the  melioration  first  commence.  The 
heart  most  undergo  a  renovation.  Some  new  leaven  must 
beinserted»  which  may  gradually  diffuse  its  potent  intiienoo 
throughout  the  Iump»  until  the  whole  be  leavened.  Some 
new  prindjde,  must  be  applied,  which  may  communioate  a 
new  direction  to  every  power  and  fticuky  of  the  soul,  until 
**  M  things  are  passed  away,  and  aU  things  are  become 
new."  Such  is  the  change  which  the  ScrifAored  througiuml 
inculcate.  **  Make  you  a  new  heart,  and  a  new  spirit^' 
^  Be  not  conformed  to  this  wotid  ;  but  be  ye  transformed 
by  the  renewing  of  the  mind.''  ^'  Be  ye  renewed  in  the  spirit 
of  your  minds."  **  Put  ye  on  the  new  man  which  after  God 
is  created  in  righteousness  and  true  holiness."* 

A  third  ground  of  misconception  on  the  point  before  os^ 
respects  the  objects  on  whom  tliis  change  »  to  be  wrought. 
If,  while  it  be  conceded  on  the  one  band,  that  the  Corrupt 
tton  described  in  the  text  is  radical  and  total,  it  be  asserted 
on  the  other,  that  there  is  a  lai^  proportion  of  mankind  to 
whom  this  description  is  not  applicable,  tbe  concession  wilt 
arafl  but  little.  Those  who  restrict  to  tbe  Antediluvian  and 
Gentile  worlds  the  Scriptural  statements  of  Natural  Cor- 
ruption, cannot  extend  to  the  prefessors  of  Christianity  the 
necessity  of  a  Renewal  of  the  Heart  to  Holiness.  <  Man,' 
they  cry,  ^  no  longer  involved  in  heathen  darkness^  is  not 
now  ntteriy  depraved.  Wherever  the  light  of  the  Gospel 
has  been  diffused,  bis  nature  has  been  gradually  improved. 
What  necessity  can  now  exist  for  a  renovation  of  his  heart  ? 
All  those  expressions  in  the  sacred  writings,  which  seem  to 
intimate  such  a  necessity,  are  to  he  regarded  by  us  as  passa- 
ges in  which  we  have  no  concern,  or  to  be  interpreted  in  some 
modified  and  milder  sense.'  May  the  Scriptural  views, 
which  have  been  exhibited  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  Hu- 
man Corruption,  contribute  to  explode  such  false  and  dan- 
gerous notions !  If  **  the  heart  of  the  sons   of  men    be 

*  Ezek.  xvifi.  S^       Rom.  sol  Z    Epbes.  iv.  93,  34. 
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Ml  of  evilf  the  heart  oP^  the  eons  of  men  mmt  ^'  be  renewed 
to  bdioess."  ^  If  that  which  in  born  of  the  flesh  be  flesh,'' 
ererj  child  of  Adam  nrast  be  bom  again,  or  be  for  e^r  ex- 
cluded from  the  manaions  of  the  Messed.  Sach  is  the  ex- 
pvess  assertion  of  oar  Lord,  <'  Except  a  man  be  bom  a||;ain» 
he  catraot  see  the  kingdom  of  God.^*  No  distinction  te 
stated.  No  Hmitaton  is  intimatod.  No  indi^idaal  flien  of 
the  human  race  can  ]^ead  an  exemption  fWNn  this  compre- 
hensive declaration.  If  ererj  man  naturally  engendered  of 
the  ofispring  of  Adam  be  carnal,  ^  marvel  not  tiiat  ye  must 
be  bom  agatn.'^ 

Such  are  some  of  the  prevailing  miflconeeptions,  which  I 
proposed  to  cfbviate.  That  they  result  from  a  criminal  in- 
attention to  the  traths  revealed,  from  a  presumptuous  substi- 
tation  of  man's  natural  reasoning  in  the  room  of  the  plain 
and  positive  declarations  of  the  word  of  Ood,  has  been  folly 
abeWp.  Humiliating  indeed,  and  highly  repugnant  to  our 
prid^'and  sdf*complacency  is  the  picture,  which  the  sacred 
inirror  discloses,  of  the  radical,  the  total,  the  universal  de- 
pravity of  the  human  heart  But  it  is  a  picture  ddineated  by 
the  hand  of  Him,  who  vMicates  to  himself  the  prerogative 
of  f<  searching  the  hearts  and  of  trying  the  reins  of  the  chil. 
dren  of  men.^  Far,  then,  ttom  taking  oflbnoe  at  the  repre- 
sentation exhibited ;  far  from  endeavoring,  to  disavow  its 
resemblance,  or  to  paUiate  its  deformity,  let  us  thankfully 
receive,  let  us  profttably  use  tbip  information  thus  vouch- 
safed. 

1.  Let  us  thankflilly  r^ceife  th^  information  vpucbsafed. 
The  Corruption  of  Human  Nature  and  the  consequent  neces- 
sity of  a  Renewal  of  the  Heart  to  Holiness,  are  truths  for. 
the  dear  knowledge  of  which  we  are  indei]|ted  to  revelation. 
They  afe  truths  indeed,  which,  when  once  revealed,  are  ca- 
pable of  being  proved  by  facts  and  eicperience ;  and  which 
therefore,  in  this  respect  differ  from  many  pftbie  higher  mys- 
teries of  revelation,  which  are  proposed  to  us  as  objects  of 
faith  alone ;  btiit  they  are  traths,  which,  without  the  imparted 
light  of  risvelation,  would  for  ever  have  remained  in 
impenetrable  darkness.  The  unassisted  powers  of  natural 
reason  might  possibly  have  discovered  that  the  soul  of  mau 
was  in  a  disordered  state.  And  at  such  a  discovery  some  few 
of  the  wisest  among  the  heathens  actually  arrived.    But  thf^ 

**  JohOyii].  3. 
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tmimrtf  th^  sewt,  tbe  extent  iji  the  diaarder,  the  necegsity^ 
the  oiftgnitiide,  the  neans  of  a  recoveiy,  were  points  beyond 
the  reach  of  human  penetration ;  points«  to   the  knowledge 
of  widch  we  should  never  have  attained,  bad  not  CM,  <<  who 
was  rich  in  BDercy,  of  his  great  love,  wherewith  he  loved 
us/'  disclosed  them  to  us  in  his  word.     Nor  can  the  im- 
portance of  such  a  disclosure  be  sufficiently  appreciated. 
Unaccompanied  by   such  a  disclosure,  all   the  stupendous 
Uessings  of  the   Gospel   would  have  been  offered  to  us   in 
▼ain.   Ignorant  of  the  lost  and  mined  condition  of  our  soul ; 
i^^rant  of  that  entire  renovation,  which  the  heart  must 
undergo,  we  should  never  have  embraced,  we  should  irtterly 
have  despised  the  remedy  provided.     Let  us  then  praise  thD 
Lord  for  Us  goodi»ss   in   having  folly  revealed  to  us  our 
real  state.     Let  us  with  gratitude  receive  tiie  Scriptural  de- 
tails of  our  natural  depravity,  as  so  many  proofs  of  the  pa- 
ternal love  and  of  the  tender  solicitude  of  Him,  who  **  desin^ 
etb  not  the  death  of  a  sinner,  but  rather  that  he  should  turn 
from  h»  wickedness  and  livse.''     To  deny  the  doctrine  of 
original  Corruption  is  not  only  to  reject  the  testimony  of  the 
Almighty,  to  refuse  <^  to  set  to  our  seal  that  God  is  true  f* 
bat  to  despise  the  expressions  of  his  love  and  mercy  $  to  be- 
tray the  foulest  ingratitudey  no  less  than  the  most  daring 
pride  and  the  most  impious  presumption. 
'    S.  Bi^  while  we  thankfully  receive,  let  us  also  prottably 
use  die  information  voochsafiBd.     To  this  end  let  us  wisely 
appropriate  it     The  truths  of  Scripture,  unless  fmthfully 
applied  and  brought  heme  to  our  own  hearts  and  drcom- 
stfuices,  will  conduce  little  to  our  improvement.     The  text 
sets  before  us  the  picture  of  mankind  in  general.     Let  us  re^ 
mesdier  that  it  sets  before  us  our  {ncture  in  particular. 
<<  la  the  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  full  of  evil  7"  Such  is  our 
heart     Such  is  the  radical,  the  total,  the  inni^  Corruption 
of  oar  souls.     Bom  of  the  fesh,  we  are  iesh.     Nor  let  us 
stx^  even  at  this  conclusion.     Let  us  seek  to  acquire  a  deep, 
an  experimental  conviction  of  the  truth.     Let  us  compare 
our  hearts  with  the  word  of  God.     While  we  read  with  at- 
tentiMi  the  statement  there  ddivered  of  man's  depravity,  let 
us  observe  whether  we  do  not  find  a  corresponding  depravi- 
ty within  our  own  bopoms :  whether  we  do  not  find,  with 
respect  to  spiritual  tbingSf  that  blindness  in  the  understand- 
fngj  that  perverseness  in  the  will;  that  ungpyernableness 
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in  tiM  aflbctioiw;  that  impuritj  in  the  imagtnatton ;  that 
TftAitj  in  the  nund ;  abore  all»  that  alienation  of  the  heart 
from  God^  which  the  Scripturea  designate  as  characteristic 
of  fallen  nan.  Ld:  os  examine  oarsekes  In  one  sin^  in- 
stance. If  o«r  hearts  be  not  alienated  from  Qod,  oMraran- 
ion  with  him  will  be  our  chief  delight :  prayer  and  praise 
will  be  the  natural  langai^  of  our  sools.  But  does  tiiis  on 
experience  prove  to  be  the  case  ?  On  the  contrary^  what  in- 
dispositioa  do  we  not  fed  to  snch  holy  exercises  7  What 
backwardness  in  commencing  them  ?  What  dnlness  and 
formality  in  performing  them  ?  How  difficultf  nay,  how 
impossible  do  we  find  it,  with  all  our  watchfulness,  with 
all  the  force  which  we  are  able  to  apply,  to  maintain 
for  the  shortest  period,  and  e\*en  on  the  most  solemn  oc* 
casions,  an  undivided  attention,  a  spiritual  frame  of 
mind.  Can  we  then  doubt  of  the  native  enmity  of  our 
hearts  to  God  ?  The  very  necessity  of  applying  force  to  the 
mind,  shews  what  is  its  inherent  tendency ;  in  what  direc- 
tion the  current,  if  not  opposed,  would  naturally  flow. 

Nor  let  us  rest  satisfied  with  this  convietion.  Let  our 
experience  of  the  violence  and  of  the  inveteracy  of  the  mal- 
ady, lead  us  earnestly  to  seek  for  hdp  from  Him  who  alone 
ean  heal  our  disordered  souls.  This  is  the  great  improvement 
wliich  we  are  required  to  make  of  the  information  vouch- 
safed. To  bring  us  humbly  unto  Ood  for  the  renovation  of 
our  corrupt  nature ;  this  is  the  great  practical  end,  which 
the  conviction  of  our  natural  Corruption  is  intended  to  pro- 
mote. To  attempt  tliis  important  work  in  our  own  strength, 
or  by  means  of  our  own  devising,  will  be  a  presumptuous 
and  an  unsuccessful  attempt.  With  as  much  facility  may 
we  create  a  world  as  create  our  own  liearts  anewt  *^  The 
prepai*ations  of  tlio  heart  of  man  are  from  the  Lord."*  He 
who  alone  searchetb  tlie  heart,  alone  can  renew  it  unto  ho- 
liness. To  Him  then  let  us  apply  for  the  blessing.  We 
have  the  strongest  assurances  that  our  application  shall  not 
|>e  in  vain.  He  bath  given  unto  us  *^  exceeding  great  and 
precious  promises,  that  by  those  we  might  be  partakers  of 
the  divine  nature.^f  The  promise  of  the  new  heart  is  the 
leading  promise  of  the  new  covenant.  <<  This  shall  be  the 
covenant  that  I  will  make  with  the  house  of  Israel  after  those 
^ys,  sttitb  tlie  Lord,  I  will  put  my  law  in  their  inward 

♦  Prov.  xvi.  1.       t  2  Peter,  i.  A. 
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ftrtfl,  and  write  it  in  tbeir  iiMurtt.  A  new  heart  also  witt  1 
gi¥e  you,  and  a  new  spirit  will  I  put  within  you  j  aad  I  will 
teke  away  the  stony  heart  out  of  your  flesh,  and  I  will  giv« 
yeo  an  heart  of  flesh ;  and  I  will  put  my  spirit  within  yout 
aad  cause  you  to  walk  in  my  statutes,  and  ye  shall  keep  my 
judgments  and  do  thenu"*  Encouraged  by  tlieoe  gracious 
piximises,  let  us  pray  with  the  penitents  of  oM,  <<  Turn  thou 
us  unto  the^  O  Lord»  an4  we  shall  he  turned.^'  Let  us  crj 
out  with  thepsalmisty  **  Create  in  us  a  clean  heart,  O  God, 
and  renew  aright  spirit  within  us.''  Let  us  come  boldly  un- 
to the  throne  of  grace,  and  in  the  language  of  our  church 
intreat  the  Lord,  who  is  the  giver  of  all  good  things,  to 
*  write  his  laws  in  our  hearts;  to  create  and  make  in  us 
new  and  contrite  hearts  ;  to  grant  that  we,  being  regener* 
ated  and  made  his  children  by  adoption  and  grace,  may  dai«> 
ly  be  renewed  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  through  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  liveth  and  rei|^th  with  the  Father,  and  the 
sanue  Spirit,  ever  one  God  world  without  end/     Amen. 


SERMON  XXXI. 

On  the  Gift  of  the  Spirit. 

joHir,  It.  10. 

JcBUB  answered  and  said  unto  her^  J^  thou  knewest  the  Oift  of 
Ood^  and  toho  it  is  that  saith  unto  thee,  Grce  me  to  drink, 
ihau  wouldst  have  asked  of  him,  and  he  would  have  given 
thee  living  water. 

TRUE  charity  is  distinguished  by  a  tender 
concern  for  the  souls,  as  wdl  as  for  tlie  bodies  of  men.  See- 
ing by  faith  the  end  of  the  ungodly,  it  confines  not  its  ex- 
ertions in  their  favor  to  the  attainment  of  transitory  com^ 
forts :  it  seeks  to  promote  their  permanent  uid  eveiiasting 
felicity.  Such  is  the  charity  which  characterizes  the  real 
Christian.     Acting  under  the  k^uence  of  this  heavenly 

•  Jer.  xxxl  33.   Ezck.  xxscvL  S6,  27. 
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prtneiptey  h6  is  coiitinuiilljr  Jooking  aroond  Un  for  oiip0rto<i 
Hities  of  asefuloess.  In  all  his  transactions,  in  all  his  in* 
tercoarse  with  others,  he  seldom  loses  sight  of  their  oHort 
important  interests^  And  in  a  judicious  improvement  of 
common  occurrences  into  occasions  of  spiritual  instmciioB^ 
no  inconsiderable  portion  of  his  wisdom  consists. 

Of  thisf  as  of  every  other  exercise  of  Christian  charitjr, 
the  life  of  our  blessed  Saviour  exhibits  the  brightest  patterav 
The  same  compassionate  love  for  perishing  sinners,  whick 
brought  him  down  from  heaven,  continued  pre-emtoently  to 
display  itself  during  his  residence  on  earth.  While  be 
^^  went  about,  healing  all  manner  of  sickness,  and  all  Bian- 
ner  of  disease,  among  the  people,''  he  foif;at  not  their  dis* 
ordered  souls.  These  were  the  objects  of  hit  unceasing  ami 
tenderest  solicitude.  It  was  the  spiritual  ignorance  of  his 
bearers  which  excited  his  compassion.  It  was  their  spirit-* 
iial  obduracy  which  moved  lus  grief.  It  was  their  ^iritual 
improvement  to  which  his  attention  Was  ever  alive<  and  to 
which  all  his  discourses  were  uniformly  directed^  We  meet 
with  a  striking  instance  to  this  effect  in  the  text,  and  in  the 
passage!  connected  with  it^   . 

In  the  course  of  his  ministry,  our  Lord  Coortng  to  Sychmr, 
a  city  of  Sainaria,  sat  down  by  the  side  of  a  well.  ^*  There 
Cometh  a  woman  of  Samaria  to  draw  water.  Jesus  saitb  un- 
to her.  Give  me  to  drink.  Then  saith  the  woman  of  Sama- 
ria unto  him.  How  is  it,  that  thou  being  a  Jew,  askest  drmk 
of  me#  which  am  a  woman  of  Samaria  I**  Jesus,  without  no- 
ticing the  Impropriety  of  her  conduct,  mildly  answered  in 
the  words  of  my  text :  *^  If  thou  knewest  the  Gift  of  God, 
and  who  it  is  that  saith  to  thee,  give  me  to  driRk,.tbou 
wouldst  have  asked  of  him,  and  he  would  have  given  thee 
living  water.*'  . 

This  reply  was  clearly  dictated  by  a  regard  to  her  spir- 
itual good.  Its  direct  tendency  was  to  rouse  her  attention 
to  the  concerns  of  her  sotil,  and  to  an  improvement  of  the 
glorious  opportunity  now  vouchsafed  to  her.  Had  she  been 
sensible  of  the  distinguishing  privilege  which  at  this  moment 
she  enjoyed  ;  Imd  she  been  apprised  of  the  power  and  grace 
of  the  person  with  whom  she  was  couversiag :  had  she  felt 
her  own  need  of  that  inestimable  blessing,  which  he  was 
iHith  able  and  willing  to  bestow  upon  her ;  far  from  wasting 
the  preciQus  moments,  she  would  h|ive  been  earnestly  pray* 
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ii^  to  him  for  an  interest  in  his  favor,  and  for  a  supply  qf 
her  wants.  Nor  would  her  prayers  have  been  ineffectual.  In 
toswer  to  her  enti^aties,  he  would  have  given  to  her  <<  living 
watea*."  ^Living  water^  was  the  blessing  of  which  she 
flood  most  in  need  :  the  Gift,  which  he  was  ready  to  bestow 
on  her. 

What  then  is  «  living  water  i"^  T*hough  the  expression 
W  evidently  figurative,  yet  we  have  no  difficulty  in  ascer- 
taining its  true  meaning.  That  by  "  living  water''  the  gra- 
cious influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  signified,  we  have  di- 
rect testimony  from  a  subsequent  piissage  in  this  GospeL 
For  Christ  having  afllrmed,  «*  he  that  believeth  on  me,  as 
the  Scripture  hath  said,  out  of  his  belly  shall  flow  rivers  of 
living  wat^r  i^  it  is  expressly  added  by  the  evangelist,  *«  but 
this  spake  he  of  the  l^rit,  which  they  that  believe  on  him 
should  receive.^* 

It  was  ttie  usual  practice  of  our  Lord,  not  only  to  incul- 
cate and  explain  divine  truths  by  allusions  to  sensible  and 
fimiUiar  objects,  but  also  to  borrow  his  illustrations  from  the 
(larticalar  circumstances  or  conversation  in  which  he  hap- 
pened to  be  engaged.  Thus,  on  the  present  occasion,  his 
dincoorae  with  the  woman  of  Samaria  naturally  led  him  to 
qpedLof  the  Holy  Spirit  under  the^  image  of  water.  Nor 
€oiild  any  image  have  been  selected*  more  significant  or  pro- 
pcr.  Hht  purifying,  refireshing,  and  fertilizing  qualities  of 
water,  aflinrd  very  apt  and  striking  emblems  of  the  sanctify- 
ing operations  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  And  the  frequent  use 
which  the  prophets  had  made  of  this  illustration,  stamps  our 
Lord's  adoption  of  it  with  a  peculiar  propriety.  We  find  Ze- 
lihariah  tod  Isaiah  thus  predicting  the  copious  effusion  of 
tlie  Spirit  under  the  Gospel.  ^  It  shall  be  in  that  day  thai! 
living  water  shall  go  out  of  Jerusalem.  I  will  pour  water 
upon  him  that  is  thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground. 
I  will  pour  my  spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon 
thy  oflbpring/'t 

These  passages,  with  many  others  which  might  be  adduc- 
ed, frily  justify  the  interpretation  adopted  above.  The 
blessing  of  which  the  woman  stood  in  need,  the  Gift  which 
Jews  was  able  to  bestow,  and  professed  himself  ready  to  be- 
stow at  her  request,  was  the  Holy  Ghost  This  was  the 
'<  fiviiig  water"  of  which  he  spake. 

9  lokn,  vir  38,  39.       f  Zech.  lAv.  8.     Isaiah,  xVtv.  S. 
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Prom  the  teit  thus  explained,  I  proeeed  to  dadoce  s(HM 
i^bservationa  for  general  use  and  apfilieation* 

I.  We  may  observe  that  the  Holy  Ghost  is  ''  the  Gift  of 
God.''     It  is  ao  styled  by  way  ef  distinction  and  pre-emi- 
ncnce,     ^<  Every  good  gifc  and  every  perfect  gift,  is  from 
above,  and  cometh  down  from  the  Father  of  lights.'^     Every 
blessing  which  we  receive  from  God  is  a  gifit,  whoUy  on- 
merited,  freely  bestowed,  <<  without   money   and  withoot 
price.'*     But  the  communication  of  the  enlightening  and 
sanctifying  influences  of  the  Spiritt  is  a  blessini^  which,  from 
its  vast  importance,  claims  to  itself  ip  a  peculiar  manner 
the  title  of  ^'  the  Gift  of  God/'     It  is  that  Gift  whieh  r'vh- 
tually  comprehends  every  other  Ueasing,     It  is  that  Gift, 
>yithout  which  every  other  blesaing  would  be  useless  a^d 
unsatisfying.     It  is  that  Gift,  the  attainment  of  wbicbf  ow 
Lord  assured  his  disciples,  would  not  only  compensate  for 
the  loss  of.  his  own  personsd  presence,  but  wouU  render  his 
departure  even  expedient  and  desirable.     **  It  is  expedient 
for  you  that  I  go  away  |  for  if  I  go  not  away,  the  ComfiMrt* 
^:wiU  not  come  unto  you.""*^     It  is  that  Gif^  without  the 
addition  of  which,  even  the  unspmkablcgtft  of  a  Saviour  ha4 
been  vouchsafed  in  vain.    It  is  '*  through  aanctifioatiw  ^ 
the  Spirit  unto  obedienee,"  in  conjunction  with  the  *^  ^mrinfc* 
ling  of  the  blood  of  JesAs  Ghri8t,"f  that  our  redemptjm  « 
comideted.    To  what  pui^ose  had  the  Son  of  God  pound 
out  his  precious  blood  upon  the  cross,  had  not  the  Spirit 
been  imparted  to  discover  to  us  our  need  of  his  a$Gtificep 
and  to  apply  bis  atoning  blood  with  efficacy  to  our  conscieo* 
ees  ?  To  what  puqiose  had  the  glad  tikUogs  of  salvutjtion 
been  published  in  all  the  worid,  had  not  the  dispensatioD  of 
the  Spirit  been  annexed  to  the  ministry  of  the  word  ?  The 
natural  man,  unenlightened  by  the  Spirit  of  truths  woaM 
never  have  discovered  the  things  of  God,  **  because  they  are 
spiritually  discerned."^     Being  **  yet  in  the  gall  of  bitter- 
ness, and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity,"  he  would  never  have  cor- 
dially submitted  to  tlie  holy  and  humbling  doctrines  of  the 
Gospel.     He  might  have  heard  tliem  with  indiSerencOr  or 
have  r^ected  them  with  scorn :  he  might  coldly  have  as- 
sented to  them  with  the  understanding,  or  presumptuoualy 
%ave  converted  them  into  encouragements  to  siu  :  but  never 

♦  John,  xvl.  3.  t  I  Peter,  13.  %  1  Cor,  il  14^ 
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woqM  he  have  lieartily  belie?ed,  embraced^  obeyed,  and 
practised  them.  Destitute  ef  the  accempanyiDg  influences 
of  the  Spirit,  the  grand  scheme  of  redemption  mnst  have 
keen  ntterty  frustrated.  The  remedy  would  have  proved  in- 
suficient  for  the  disease.  And  notwithstanding  the  aston- 
ishing; ^eetacle  exhibited  on  Mount  Calvary,  every  soul  of 
nan  would  have  eternally  perished,  in  obstiuate  impenitence, 
in  proud  unbelief,  in  incorrig%le  enmity  to  God  and  holi* 
nesB.     Behold '<  the  Gift  of  God.'' 

II.  We  may  observe  from  the  text  that  the  Holy  Ghost 
M  represented  also  as  the  O^  cf  Christ    Our  Lord  tells  the 
^ranui  of  Samaria,  that  he  would  have  given  to  her  living 
^nter.    From  first  to  last,  the  merite  of  Christ  are  the  only 
procnring  cause  of  our  redemption.   Whatever  ddiverances, 
whatever  blessings,  whatever  privUcges  are  conferred  upon 
us  in  tiie  covenant  of  grace,  th^  are  derived  through  this 
siiigie  channel.     Are  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  vouchsafed 
io  imtn  our  hearts,  to  make  us  meet  **  for  the  inheritance  of 
the  Saints  in  light !"  They  are  vouchsafed  to  us  in  conse- 
^ence  of  what  C6rtst  has  done  and  suffered  for  us.     W|iat* 
ever  measure  of  grace  had  been  imparted  to  man  from  the  be- 
gUnh^,  bad  been  imparted  in  virtue  gf  that  atonement  for 
slAy  Irtifcb  Christ,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  was  to  make  by 
tiM  saeriSce  of  himself.     But  on  this  very  account  they  were 
dtqieased  before  his  coming  in  the  flesh  with  a  le$s  liberal 
band,  and  in  a  less  striking  manner.     The  larger  commu-r 
nicaticMm  of  the  Spirit  were  reserved  for  that  important  peri* 
id,  when  the  satisfaction  for  sin  should  be  actually  accom- 
pUsbed  by  the  death  of  Christ  on  the  cross  ;  when  the  saf- 
flcieiicj  and  acceptance  of  that  satisfaction  should  be  incon- 
teataUy'  proved  by  bis  resurrection  from  the  dead,  and  his  t 
euMation  to  glory  :  that  the  source  from  whence  this  blessT 
ing  dM'islved,  mij^  be  fully  disclosed  ^  and  tiie  whole  dis- 
poMHitiM  of  grace  redound  in  the  dearest  manner  to  the 
iKmoref  the  Redeemer.     Therefore  it  was  declared  by  St, 
Matf  even  during  our  Saviour's  ministry,  that  **  the  Holy 
flbwl  was  not  yet  givieo,  because  Jesus  was  not  yet  glorifi- 
ed.''*     And  hence  the  blessing  of  the  Spirit  may  justly  be 
dewHHinttted  the  Gift  of  Christ    It  was  the  parchase  of  his 
Mead,  tbe  fruit  of  his  mediation.     It  waa  coirferre4  pq  us 

a  lobp,  vIL  39. 
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8iddj  for  his  sake  :  to  magnify  the  vakie  of  his  suiMngs  | 
to  proclaim  the  efficacy  of  his  intercessioD  ;  to  enhance  the 
glories  of  his  triumph. 

But  there  'm  another  and  more  appropriate  sense,  in  whicb 
the  Holy  Ghost  may  be  called  the  Otft  of  Christ,     As  Me^ 
diator  of  the  coveiiantf  he  has  obtained  the  disposal  of  this 
Gift     *'  It  hath  pleased  the  Fatiier  that  in  him  should  aO 
fulness  dweU/'t     In  his  handii  the  wh<de  dispensation  of 
the  Spirit  is  vested  for  the  benefit  of  his  church  ;  for  the  ea- 
tablishment>  increuie^  and  consummation  of  his  uniyersal 
kingdom.     When  he  had  received  all  power  in  heaven  an4 
in  earthy  the  first  act  of  his  kingly  office  was  to  <*  give  gifte 
unto  men/'     In  accomplishment  of  the  predictions  of  his 
forerunner  St  JohUf  he  baptised  hb  foll<|wers  with  the  Ho- 
ly Ghost     In  fulfilment  of  bis  own  most  gracipus  promise^ 
|ie  sent  the  Comforter  to  his  apostles.     What  is  the  lan- 
guage of  St  Peter  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  ?  Speaking  of  the 
miraculous  eflfusion  of  the  Spirit,  be  tdls  the  Jews,  that  the 
same  Jesu^  whom  they  had  taken,  rad  by  wicked  bands  had 
crucified  and  slain^,  <<  being  by  the  Hgbt  h^ad  of  CM  exalt- 
ed, and  haying  received  of  the  Father  the  propiise  of  the  Ho- 
ly Ghost,  bad  shed  forth  this  which  they  now  saw  and 
heard.''!     In  perfect  unison  with  this  testimony,  are  other 
declarations  of  the  word  of  God.     What  is  the  confirmatioa 
pf  St  Paul  I  M  Unto  every  ofie  of  us  is  given  grace  accord- 
ing to  the  measure  of  the  Gift  of  Qbri^t*'^     ^<  Of  his  ful- 
ness, (says  St  John^)  have  all  we  received,  and  grace  for 
grace.''$    Hence  the  Holy  Spirit  is  occasionally  called  in 
Scripture,  '*  the  Spirit  of  Christ  j  the  Spirit  of  the  Son.*^ 
Hence  tbocfe  operations  which  are  wrought  by  the  peculiar 
agency  of  the  Spirit,  are  frequently  mentioQed  as  if  perform- 
ed by  Christ  himself.     Christ  is.  styled,  *f  the  Xaght  of  the 
vfoM;  our  Wisdpm   and  Sanctificatbm  the  Author  and 
Finisher  of  our   faith ;  who  is  e:|alted  a9  a  Prince  and  a 
Saviour  to  give  repentance  onto  men.'^  Hence  hededarea  to 
the  tempted  appstle,  «  My  grace  is  suifllGient  for  thee  ;''||  and 
to  the  woman  in  the  tei^,   that  He   ^ould  have  given  her 
living  waten 

HI.  We  may  observe  fron^  the  tei^t,  tlttt  Prayer  k  the 
appointed  insti^um^ent  to  be  employed  for  obtaining  the  Gift 
of  the  Spirit     Christ  says  to  the  woman,  "  thou  wouldst 

*€d,Ll9.    tActs,iL33.   ^: Ephes. iv. 7.   $John,  LIS.  ||2Ca-.;di,^:. 
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hare  adcid,  and  he  would  have  given  thee  living  water.*^ 
While  be  dedares  his  readiness  to  bestow  the  gift,  be  inti- 
UMtes  the  necessity  of  application  on  her  part,  for  the  at- 
tainment of  tlie  Messing.  He  knew  her  wants ;  he  was 
abk  and  willing  to  relieve  them  :  but  be  expected  that  she 
sbonld  ask  of  him  that  relief  of  which  she  stood  in  need. 
With  this  representation,  the  tenor  of  the  word  of  God 
fhrosghont  accords.  Though  salvatbn  be  of  grace,  though 
the  whole  woric  and  glory  be  the  Lord's,  the  Icnowiedge  of 
this  truth  precludes  not  the  use  of  the  appointed  means. 
What  says  the  apostle  in  opposition  to  every  perverse  con- 
duslon  of  this  Icind  ?  **  Work  out  your  own  salvation  with 
fear  and  trembling  ;  for  it  is  God  which  worketh  in  you 
both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure.^'*  Numerous 
and  decisive  indeed  are  the  testimonies  with  whicii  the  Scrips 
tures  abound  of  the  necessity  and  duty  of  prayer.  When 
the  Almighty  discloses  the  rich  profu^on  of  mercies  which 
be  had  still  in  reserve  for  the  Jewish  people,  ho  subjoins 
fliis  remarkable  declaration,  **  I  will  yet  for  this  be  enqtHr- 
Mf  of  by  the  house  of  Israel  to  do  it  for  them.'^f  The  gifts 
and  privileges  of  the  Goq[)el  are  freely  offered  to  all :  but  to 
whom  are  they  promised  ?  To  those  who  seek  them  by  faith 
and  prayer.  In  what  manner  did  our  Lord  on  many  occa- 
sions conduct  himsdf  towards  the  persons  who  applied  to 
him  fiir  bodily  cures  ?  He  knew  their  wishes  :  he  designed 
to  comply  with  them  :  but  previously  to  bestowing  tbe  Gift, 
he  drew  from  their  lips  a  confession  of  their  misery,  and 
an  earnest  prayer  for  mercy.  '<  What  wilt  thou  that  I 
should  do  unto  thee  2'^^  Nay,  he  sometimes  apiieared  even 
t»  disregard  their  cries,  till  by  repeated  and  importunate 
entreaties  they  seemed  to  have  extorted  the  blessing  from 
him.  Thus  wbUe  our  heavenly  Father  knoweth  of  what 
thingft  we  have  need,  he  yet  commands  us  <<  by  prayer  and 
supplication  to  make  our  requests  known  unto  him."  Even 
with  respect  to  those  gifts  which  he  purposes  to  confer  on 
nsy  be  ai^ints  the  exercise  of  prayer  as  a  necessary  step 
towards  receiving  them.  Nor  can  we  sufficiently  admire 
ttie  wisdom  and  excellence  of  such  an  appointment.  It  con- 
sists at  once  the  honor  of  God  and  the  infirmity  of  man.  It 
leaves  to  God  the  whole  ^ory  of  supplying  our  necessities  ; 
and  it  constitutes  a  te^  of  our  humility,  of  our  faith,  and  of 

fi  Pha.  it  13.  IS.   t^sek.  xxxvlSr.    j:  Luke.xvm.  4L    John,  v.  6. 
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our  obedience.  Prayer,  vvhen  properly  olTered,  expresses 
ear  Conviction  of  our  weakness  and  wantB,  and  our  i^iance 
fill  the  divine  mercy  and  tnitli :  when  answered,  it  exallA 
tiio  perfectians  of  God,  augments  our  conMence  in  them, 
and  increases  oar  motives  to  f:ratttade:  while  the  reasona- 
bleness of  the  duty  prescribed  leaves  witboat  exonse  tliMe 
persons  who  reAise  or  omit  to  comply  with  it,  detects  the 
prMe  and  hypocrisy  of  their  hearts  and  exposes  them  to  the 
merited  consequences  of  their  folly  and  sin. 

Bat  while  the  necessity  of  prayer  is  thus  dearly  pointed 
eat  and  establtehed,  the  success  and  efflcacy  of  R  are  no  less 
plainly  implied  in  the  text,  and  confirmed  by  the  general  tes- 
timony of  Scripture.  Christ  intimates  to  the  woman,  that 
bad  she  applied  to  him,  her  application  wouU  not  have  been 
tn  vain  :  **  he  would  have  given  her  living  water.''  Heark- 
en to  his  own  express  declarations  to  this  eflhct  on  oilier 
occasions.  **  Ood  will  give  ttie  Holy  Spirit  to  tbtn  that 
ask  him.  Ask  and  it  shall  be  given  you ;  seeic  and  ye  ahall 
fimi ;  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  onto  you.  For  every 
one  that  asketh,  receivcth ;  and  he  that  seekctb,  ladedi  ; 
and  to  him  that  knoclccth  it  shall  be  opened.  YerHy,  verily, 
I  say  onto  you,  wliatsoever  ye  shall  ask  the  Father  in  my 
name,  he  will  give  it  yon.  Ask  and  ye  shall  receive^  that 
your  joy  may  be  full.***  Innumerable  passages  concnr  in 
speaking  the  same  truth.  What  says  Solomen  ?  ^*  If  then 
criest  after  knowledge,  and  Hfbest  up  thy  voice  for  mider- 
standing ;  if  thoa  seekest  lier  as  stiver,  and  searchetb  for 
lier  as  for  hid  treasure ;  then  shalt  thou  understand  tfae 
fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  knowledge  of  0od :  for 
the  Lord  givoth  wisdom/'f  Wliat  says  St  Jaaies  ?  •*  If 
any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask  of  God,  that  givetk  to 
dl  men  liberally, and  npbraideth  not;  anditsbdibe  given 
him/'  What  saith  the  Lord  by  his  prophet  Isaiah  i  <«  It 
shall  come  to  pass,  that  befiH^  they  call  I  will  answer,  and 
whilst  they  are  yet  speaking  I  will  hear.''^  The  wholo 
history  of  the  Bible  is  an  exempKficalion  of  the  sametmth* 
The  instances  of  Jacob,  of  Lot,  of  Hannah,  of  £ii|ak,  of 
Daniel,  of  Hczokiab,  of  Jonah,  are  so  many  iUastratloos  of 
the  sabjecc  before  us  ;  so  many  uneqinvocal  prooft  of  tfaa 
prevalence  and  eilcacy  of  prayer. 

lY.  We  may  observe  from  the  \i'ords  under  considem« 

•  Loke,  xl  13.    Biatt  vii,  7, 8.   John,  xvL  23, 24.       f  ^rov.  iL  3,  4. 
^>  6.       ^  James,  i.  5.   laaiah,  Ixv.  34.  ^ 
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tioB,  that  0110  very  j(eiieral  amo  of  iM|;lectiiig  to  pray  for 
the  Ueasuv  ^  the  Spirit,  is  igoorance  respecting  it  Men 
know  Beitbar  the.  nature  and  vahie  of  the  Gift;  nor  their 
mum  need  of  it;  nor  the  manner  of  obtaining  it;  nor 
Cbrist/I^  power  and  willingneea  to  impart  it :  therefore  they 
BMke  no  inquiriea  after  it  Obeerve  the  language  of  our 
Lord  in  the  text  **  If  tbou  kMiptst  tho  Gift  of  God,  and 
wha  it  ia  that  aaMh  unto  thee,  give  me  to  drink,  thou 
wcmUeU  aak.'' 

Thia  woman  was  new  convwaiag  with  the  Saviour  of  the 
world,  wbo  alone  waa  enabled  to  bestow  en  her  all  spiritual 
Uoasiiviiu  It  was  the  most  momentous  and  critical  hour  ot 
bar  life*  She  now  possessed  such  an  opportunity  as  she 
never  bad  possessed  before,  and  might  never  possess  again. 
But  aba  waa  on  the  point  of  losii^  all  these  advantages. 
Instead  of  throwing  herself  at  the  feet  of  Christ,  and  of  im*- 
ploriog  bim  to  aanctify  and  save  her  guilty  soul,  she  was 
treatitig  him  with  indifference,  and  almost  with  contempt 
She  liadapearl  of  great  price  within  her  reach-;  yet  she 
stralched  not  ont  her  hand  to  take  it  For  she  w«Mi  igno* 
rant  of  its  value*  She  knew  not  <<  Christ  and  the  Gift  of 
God."  She  was  a  stranger  to  the  dignity  of  the  person 
with  wlMMn  she  was  discoursing ;  to  the  excelleoce  of  the 
Gift  which  be  was  rea4y  to  bestow  on  her ;  to  her  own 
character,  situation,  and  wants* 

But  was  such  ignorance  peculiar  to  this  woman  ?  Look 
round  into  the  world,  and  see  if  it  be  not  common  to  thou* 
aanda.  Look  into  your  own  hearts,  my  brethren,  and  see  if 
it  beloiig  not  to  yourselves.  Tou  indeed  have  not  Christ  per* 
aonally  present  with  yon.  But  he  is  ever  present  by  his 
Spiritt  by  his  word,  and  by  his  ministers.  ^^  Behold"  he 
cries,  ^'  I  stand  at  the  door  and  knock.'*^  His  promises, 
lijs  offers,  his  invitations,  are  still  addressed  to  you*  He  is 
still  rea4y  to  bestow  on  you  the  Gift  of  God  :  to  give  to  you 
^*  Jiviiig  water  ;''  to  shed  abroad  the  Holy  Ghost  into  your 
liearts.  Yet  bow  many  of  you  hear  tliese  glorious  tidings 
witboot  emotion  !  You  value  them  not  You  are  intent  on 
your  several  pursuits  of  business  or  of  pleasure  ;  eager  to 
add  **  field  to  field,  and  to  join  house  to  house  ;''  or  saving 
to  your  3oul»  ^'  Soul,  take  thine  ease,  eat,  drinkf  and  be  mer- 
ryj^    You  attend  the  public  ordinances  of  t/hrist     You  call 

*  Rev.  UL  20. 
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yoursdves  his  di8ci|ri«i.  You  render  to  Mm  a  formal  sef^ 
vice.  But  you  never  heartily  pray  to  him  for  the  Uesrfiig 
of  the  Spirit,  that  first,  best  Gift,  which  he  has  purchased 
for  yoUf  and  freely  offers  to  you.  Ton  walk  oter  the  ficM 
regardless  of  the  inestimaUe  treasure,  which  lies  bid  benealk 
its  surface.  From  what  cause  does  this  conduct  spring  7  Frortl 
your  ignorance  of  Christ,  of  the  Gift  oi  God,  of  your  owii 
character,  situation*  and  wants.  If  you  kmem  these  things  you 
would  ask.  If  you  knew  that  you  were  **  wretched  and  mis^ 
erable,  and  poor  and  blind,  and  naked,''  you  would  pray  to 
Christ  for  *'  gold  tried  in  the  fire  that  you  might  be  i^b  | 
for  white  raiment,  that  you  might  be  clothed  ;  for  eye-salfB 
that  you  might  see."  And  whence  does  this  ignorance  arise  ; 
from  want  of  opportunity,  of  instruction,  of  capacity  ?  No  : 
{h>m  want  of  attention  to  the  truths  revealed  in  Scriptare. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  case  with  the  woman  in  the 
text ;  whatever  excuse  she  might  possiUy  be  allowed  to  urge 
for  not  knowing  Christ  and  the  Gift  of  God ;  you  caniMt 
plead  the  same  excuse.  Ton  have  the  word  of  GoA  to  teach 
you.  If  you  continue  strangers  to  the  excellence  of  Christy 
of  his  g^fts  and  offers,  your  ignorance  can  proceed  only  from 
your  neglect  and  disbelief  of  his  word  ;  because  you  love  the 
body  better  than  the  soul ;  because  you  love  this  worid  bet- 
ter than  the  next ;  because  you  love  sin  better  than  God* 
But  will  ignorance,  which  arises  from  such  caines^  be  any 
extenuation  of  your  g^lt  ?  When  God,  by  his  prophet  Isaiah^ 
denounces  the  desolations  which  were  coming  on  his  people 
of  old,  take  notice  of  the  leading  charge  which  he  prefers 
against  them.  '*  The  harp  and  the  viol,  the  tabret  and  pipe^r 
and  wine  are  in  their  feasts ;  but  they  rq;ard  notthe  iNrorke 
of  tlie  Lord,  neither  consider  the  oiieration  of  his  hands  ; 
therefore  my  people  ara  gone  into  captivity,  because  they 
have  no  knowledge.''  And  in  another  passage  |  ^'  It  is  a 
]ieo|)le  of  no  understanding :  therefore  he  that  made  tbeoi 
will  not  have  mercy  on  tliem,  and  he  that  formed  them  will 
shew  them  no  favor.''*  When  Christ  himself^  in  after  ageib 
predicts  the  final  destruction  which  would  speedily  fidl  upw 
on  Jerusalem,  observe  wliat  he  assigns  as  the  immediato 
cause  of  tiiis  calamity.  **  Because  thou  knewest  not  th&* 
time  uf  iliy  visitation."!  In  both  instances,  ignorance  re-* 
suiting  from  wilful  inconsideration,  is  represented  as  closely 

•  Isaiah,  v.  12, 13.    xxvii.  11.       t  l^kc,  xix.  44. 
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witfi  tbe  impiAidiAg  jvdgiMiita.  God  forbid  thrt 
jMy  mj  bretbren,  sbould  be  aquaHy  ignorwt !  Tbat  7011 
•boiild  not  know  tbe  Gift  of  God,  and  thus  perish  for  wani 
of  asking  for  it!  If  inooaaideration  bethegreataoorceof  ig- 
Mnnce^  for  pace  be  aerioua.  Fix  yoar  wandering  thoogbts. 
BaAeci  on  tbe  proofb  which  have  been  adduced  of  tbe  ia^KMr* 
iMceof  tbat  Gift.  Itis  ^'the  Gtftof  God;"*  the  Gift  whkk 
tbe  Son  <tf  Ood  caane  down  from  heaven  to  parchaae :  tbe 
Gift,  the  want  of  which  even  Christ's  continoal  presence 
cooM  not  eoaqiensate.  Consider  yoor  otter  need  of  the  Spi- 
jM  of  God,  the  essential  part  which  be  takes  in  yoor  salva- 
tiaau  It  ia  the  ^irit  who  '<  convinces  the  worid  of  sin,  of 
iJghtoonsMSs,  and  of  jodgnent ;  who  takes  of  the  things  of 
Christ  and  shews  them  anto  men  $  who  guides  us  into  all 
trvth/*  It  is  the  Spirit  of  whom,  '<  except  a  man  be  bom 
agaioy  be  cannot  enter  ii^  tbe  kingdom  of  God/'  It  is 
tbe  Spirit  by  whom  you  must  be  made  partakers  of  tbat. 
^  baMness  without  which  no  man  shall  see  tbe  Lord."  It 
is  tbe  Spirit  who  alone  can  effectually  work  in  yon  ^  repen^ 
tanoe  towards  God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jesus 
ChriaC  It  is  tbe  Spirit  from  whom  **  all  holy  desires,  all 
good  coonsels,  and  all  just  works  do  proceed.*^  Without 
his  preventing  grace  you  cannot  read  the  Bible  with  under- 
atanding  and  profit  ^  you  cannot  hear  the  preached  word 
with  improvement ;  you  cannot  think  or  do  **  such  things 
as  be  rightful."  It  is  the  Spirit,  who  alone  can  **  take  away 
tbe  stony  heart  out  of  yoor  flesh,  and  can  give  yon  a  heart 
of  flesh  ;"  who  can  strengthen  you  under  temptations ;  can 
comfort  yon  in  afflictions;  can  help  your  infirmities ;  can. 
abed  abroad  tbe  love  of  God  in  your  hearts  $  *'  can  fill  you 
with  all  peace  and  joy  in  believing ;  can  seal  you  unto  tbe 
day  of  redemption.  Contemplate  these  important  opera- 
tions ;  and  say  whether  the  Gift  of  the  Spirit  be  not  an  in- 
valuable Gift?  Can  you  be  saved  without  it 7  Can  any 
thing  supply  tbe  want  of  it  ?  Consider  then,  further,  that 
tbe  same  Lord  Je sas  Christ,  who  bought  it  with  his  bloody 
bis  also  tbe  disposal  of  it  9  is  ready  to  bestow  it  on  you ; 
has  promised,  it'  you  will  but  ask,  to  give  it  to  you.  Ask 
then,  tbat  you  may  have.  Slight  not  tbe  proffered  mercy. 
Pi  ay  tbat  your  hearts  may  be  established  with  grace.  Do- 
s(;ise  not  a  Messing  so  deariy  purchased,  so  freely  offered, 
so  greatly  needed :  a  blesaing,  which  may  b^  proQuved  on 
Yoj^  IL  *  40 
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%mm  m^iufy.  Uftd  At  L«r4  comma&M  jm  to  Ai  mmm 
great  thing  Air  the  fHaiiMMirt  ^  tMs^  Gift  |  ev«i  lhMt» 
w«ald  not  witdprn,  wouUnot  interest,  wooM  not  n  Fegnvi 
Ibr  yoor  ininK>iit»l  sonl^  •bn^e  4io(iM  a  compluuifie  wUb  a 
fretcribed  condition  ?  Itow  nrack  mlber^iieny  iriwn  he  «»• 
\j  flMlh  nntojFen,  <<  Seek  and  jFeehaU  flnd?^  Will  it  mrtte 
an  agonising  thongfat  »thnHi|^iit  eternity  te  reteet,  Mwlt 
there  was  onoe  a  thne,  when  the  Qtft  of  Ood  was  witfate 
your  reiwhf  hut  4hat  you  wickedly  neglected  to  a|iply  for  it^ 
thaft  {Jhriet,  ftom  a  tender  concern  to  yonr,e|iifitttal  good^ 
ooonflelled  yen  to  pray  to  him  Cm*  the  S|Hrit,  but  •that  jien 
net  at  nou^  all  hie  eemeele  7  Hew  in^ippMftnble  wiU  he 
this  reflection !  God  gMMt^Diy  hvpthren^^hat  yoneaay  jwp* 
er  experience  it!  In  this  your  day,  nay  you  know  4he 
Minge  which  bifong  unto  your  peace !  May  ywk  know  the 
<^  of  God,  and  who  it  ie  that  speaketh  unto  you  fanm 
iMUven,  that,  aakiugin  hnnUe,  Cuthful,  pemeveringpn^yw, 
you  may  receive  from  htm  ^  liring  water,  springing  up  ixr* 
te  evertaetiig  life*!^^ 


SJERMON  XWU. 


On  the  Danger  of  feeing  Cornipted  from  the  Simplicity  that 
is  in  Christ 

2  GOniXTHIAKS,  Xl.   3^ 

BhI  tfear  test  by  any  meanSf  as  the  Serpent  btguUed  J?t?e 
through  his  sujfcfy,  so  your  minds  should  be  corrupt^ 
from  the  Simplicity  that  is  in  Christ. 

ST.  PAUL  had  pi^eaehed  the  gospel  at  Corinth, 
a^  hnd  planted  there  a  very  louriebing  church.  Bat  aft 
^  his  departure  liEilee  teachers  arose,  who»  under  color'oi; 
superior  >^isdt»m  and  eloquence,  undermined  the  apoetle^e  in^ 
Mence^  and  ihtroduced  many  divisions  and  ircegularitlea 
To  counteract  these  miscMers  was  his  leading  design  in 
the  t#o  epistles  whteh  he  wrote  to  n^  Corii^hfans:  in  th* 
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Iftllir  of  wbieli  e8ped«%r  we  ind  hwy  Willi  tbia  Ti^^ 
mg  V€ry  strongly  his  fuitbority  as  m  apestte  of  Cbiist^  m^ 
coBtrasUng  his  own  giSts^  labors;,  mA  conduct^  with  the 
fretances  of  these  setf-a|ipointed  ministersj  Oa  this  sub- 
ject  indeed  he  entered  unwillingly.  Self-conmeadation^ 
he  admitted^  was  in  general  a  mark  of  folly.  But  the  cir- 
eaaistaiioes  of  the  ease,  at  that  tiaie»  required  it  of  him. 
Be  thtrsfere  en^-eats  the  Corinthianst  at  the  beginning  of 
the  chapter  before  tts»<<  to  bear  with  bin  a  little  in  his  fol- 
ly ;^  to  tolerate  this  seeming  impropriety  in  his  conduct. 
^¥99f^  be  adds»  '*  I  am  jeabas  over  you  with  a  godly  joal- 
M9y/^  He  was  agitated  by  ar  variety  of  anxious  hopes  and 
ftani  on  tbeiir  account  Oi  one  side  be  had  been  the  Uessed 
instrument,  in  the  band  ^  Godr  of  persuading  them  to  em- 
brace the  Christian  fi^itb:  and  it  was  his  highest  ambition 
and  most  fervent  desire  to  present  them  to  Christ  at  last# 
^<  holy»  onblameable,  and  unreproveable  in  his  sight— For 
i  bam  espoused  you  to  one  husband^  that  I  may  present 
you  a  chaste  virgin  to  Christ.''  But  on  the  other  side,  bis 
hopes  were  damped  by  chilling  apprehensions^  He  contem* 
plated  the  dangers  to  which  bis  converts  were  exposed,  and 
trembled  for  their  safety.  **  1  fear,"  he  subjoins  in  the 
textt  *'  I  fear,  lest  by  any  means,  as  the  serpent  beguiled 
Bre  through  bis  subtilty^  so  your  minds  should  be  corrupted. 
from  the  Simplicity  that  is  in  Christ'^ 

This  tender  solicitude  which  the  apostio  here  manifests 
for  the  Corinthians,  will  in  some  measure  bo  felt  by  every 
iaitbful  minister  fortlie  people  committed  to  bis  charge.  He 
will  be  <' jefldous  over  tliem  with  a  godly  jealousy.''  While 
be  longs  for  their  salvation  ''  in  the  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ/' 
he  will  be  justly  alarmed  at  every  tiling,  which  may  tend 
to  weaken  their  love  to  Christ,  to  alienate  their  heart  froai 
hisOf  or  to  defile  them  either  in  body  or  soul.  While  he 
anxiously  surveys  the  snares  with  wliicli  they  are  surround- 
ed^ be  will  be  filled  with  fears  for  their  preservation.  And 
if  tliese  fears  on  their  account  should  occasionally  betray 
him  into  any  conduct,  which  may  have  the  appearance  of 
fidly,  they  should  learn  notwithstanding  to  beer  with  him, 
and  to  behold  in  it  a  pro<»f  of  his  love  to  them^  and  of  his 
seal  for  the  glory  of  Ood.  The  particular  grounds  of 
alarm  may  not  at  all  times  be  exactly  the  same ;  but  so 
long  as  the  enemy  watcheth  to  sow  tares  amoo^  the  wheatf 
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8iiftci«tit  gpoondfl  ^il  nerer  be  wantliij;  finr  exctttng  a  nin*- 
ister*8  apprehensions  in  behalf  of  the  objects  of  his  care,  anA 
for  leading  him  to  fear^  with  St.  Paul,  <<  lest  by  any  means, 
as  the  serpent  beguiled  Eve  through  4iis  subtilty,  so  their 
minds  sliould  be  corrupted  from  the  Simplicity  that  is  in 
Christ** 

Having  thus  shewn  the  connection  of  these  words  with 
the  context,  and  having  briefly  intimated  the  aj^ication  of 
which  they  admit,  I  shall  proceed  to  enlarge  on  two  par^ 
ticulars,  which  they  offer  to  our  consideration.  ^ 

I.  On  the  nature  of  true  religion  as  it  is  here  described^ 
«*  the  Simplicity  that  is  in  Christ/' 

II.  On  the  danger  to  which  Christians  are  exposed,  of 
being  corrupted  from  that  Simplicity. 

I.  Simplicity  is  the  essence  and  the  ornament  of  the 
Christian  character.  It  implies  an  open  and  artlas  dis* 
position,  free  from  all  deceit  and  hypocrisy  5  such  as  tmr 
Lord  ascribes  to  Nathaniel,  when  he  says  of  him,  **  Bebeltf 
an  Israelite  indeed  in  whom  is  no  guile.***  It  denotes  a  holy 
inability  to  plan,  or  to  accomplish  any  evil  design,  -such  as 
St,  Paul  recofnmends  to  the  Corinthians  on  another  occa- 
sion, when  he  exhorts  them,  **  In  malice  be  ye  children  :•• 
and  to  the  Romans,  when  he  says,  **  I  would  have  you  wise 
unto  that  which  is  good,  and  simple  concerning  evil."*!  It 
comprehends  an  humble  and  a  teachable  mind,  divested  of 
prejudice  an4  pride ;  a  plain  f^nd  an  unaffbcted  befaaviort 
exempt  from  yanity  and  ostentation  |  and  a  singtenesi 
of  heart  towards  Ood,  such  as  David  aspired  after  when  he 
prayed,  "  Unite  my  heart  to  fear  thy  name  ;**^  in  opposi^ 
tion  to  that  double-mndedness  condemned  by  St.  Jame^ 
which  aims  at  romblning  contrary  interestSj»  at  serving  at 
the  same  time  both  God  and  Mammon. 

But  further,  <<  tKe  Simplicity  that  is  in  Christ^  may  be 
understood  more  espec^ially  to  denote  that  Simplicity  of^* 
pendence  on  Him,  and  of  obedience  to  the  Divine  Law,  whick 
bis  religion  prescribes. 

Simplictty  of  dependence  on  Christ  is  one  of  the  distin- 
guishing features  of  the  true  Christian.  Alt  other  persons 
place  their  dependence  on  some  other  foundation  ;  on  soime 
quality,  or  supposed  excellence  in  themselves  ;  on  their  own 
wisdom  and  prudence  ^  on  the  goodness  of  tl^ir  own  heart  ^ 
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on  tiieir  ewn  strengtti  and  resotations ;  on  the  merit  of  their 
tfervices^  at  least  on  the  sinoMitjr  of  their  obedience.  Or 
jf  they  do  take  Christ  into  their  scheme^  and  build  upon 
kfniy  jet  they  huiid  upon  htm*  only  in  part^  in  conjunction 
with  some  of  these  other  foundations.  They  build  on  Christy 
and  on  themselves  too ;  and  in  some  degree  will  share  with 
Mm  in  the  honor  of  their  salyation.  But  the  true  Chris- 
lian  depends  on  Christ  alone.  He  builds  on  this  foonda- 
timiy  and  on  no  other  besides.  It  is  on  Christ's  merits 
alone,  and  not  on  his  own^  either  in  the  whole  or  in  part, 
that  be  relies.  He  ^<  has  no  confidence  in  the  flesh.''  He 
trusts  not  to  his  own  wisdom ;  for  he  knows  it  to  be  fod- 
Miness.  He  trusts  not  to  his  own  heart ;  for  he  knows  it 
to  be  **  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked." 
He  tmsto  not  to  his  own  strength  ;  for  he  knows  it  to  be 
weakness.  He  trusts  not  to  his  own  righteousnesses  ;  for  he 
knows  them  to  be  ''  as  filthy  rags."  On  Christ  alone  he 
bnilds  with  a  pnre,  unmixed  dependence.  To  Christ  alone 
he  looks  **  as  of  God  made  unto  him  wisdom,  righteous- 
WBSf  sanctification,  and  redemption."*  He  has  innumera- 
ble sins  which  need  forgiveness,  and  he  feels  that  he  cannot 
stand  before  God  in  judgment ;  but  he  relies  with  full  se- 
cmrfty  on  the  faithful  declaration,  **  The  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  deanseth  from  all  sin,"!  ^^  has  many  difficulties 
to  be  surmounted,  many  enemies  to  be  encountered,  many 
lusts  to,  be  subdued ;  but  he  confides  on  the  promise  of  his 
Lord,  **  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  thee."^  In  short,  be  exr 
staims  with  the  psalmist,  **  I  will  go  in  the  strength  of  the 
Lord  God :  I  will  make  mention  of  thy  rig-hteoosness,  evep 
of  thirf^  only."$ 

Stm^ioity  of  obedience  is  another  distinguishing  feature 
of  the  true  Christian.  As  he  takes  the  promises  of  God 
Cm*  his  dependence,  so  be  takes  the  prec^ts  of  God  for  his 
rule.  He  does  not  presume  to  call  in  question  the  reason- 
aUeuessy  the  propriety,  or  the  justice  of  any  of  the  divine 
•ommandmen^.  He  does  not  search  out  for  arguments  to 
justify  bi^  neglect  or  his  violation  of  them.  He  does  not 
plead  the  strictness  of  the  law,  the  strength  of  the  temptation^ 
or  his  own  weakness,  as  any  excuse  for  his  disobedience^ 
or  any  extenuation  of  his  guilt.  It  is  his  prevailing  en- 
deavor and  constant  prayer,  that  no  regard  to  his  own  pri- 

•lC0r.i.3a   fl  John,  17.   t  3  Csr.  xU.  9.   $  Palm,  Ixxi  16. 
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¥Me  «if 0  w  itiM«6t»  M  firtir  of  th^  repMaob  bw  tMicMto  ef 
the  woiM  may  detef  lihn  from  a  coadcientiMB  decbMrge  e( 
hw  Aity.  His  judsrodni  is  littble  t#  error ;  btl  hitf  heai^  is 
ri^t  witfa  Gad.  Ho  tuny  noC  always  dearly  discern  (te 
path  which  ho  ought  Co  cboooe  ;  but  when  thto  ia  ttaee  Hb* 
covered^  he  It  thorny*  roug^^  ahd  steep^  he  hesitates  not  to 
fellow  it.  Of  thid  Bimplidty  of  obedience  we  mec^t  with  s 
beantiftl  iikistratloa  in  the  history  of  Abralucoi*  Whew 
€k>d  commanded  him  to  cfier  up  his  sony  how  many  eacusea 
might  he  have  alleged  for  disohc^yingy  aft  least  Sn*  eonteating 
or  explaining  away,  the  divine  command.  Isaac  was  iii^  son^ 
Ms  only  son*  whom  he  loved ;  the  child  of  promise ;  nay  tho 
child,  of  whom  God  had  declared,  that  in  him  should  aft  the 
nations  of  tlie  earth  be  blessed.  Then,  how  cruel  and  un- 
natural the  act !  Should  a  father  pat  his  own  son  to  death  ? 
What  had  Isaac  done  to  merit  such  a  treatment  ?  What  plea- 
sure could  the  Almighty  experience  in  thus  doing  violence 
to  the  natural  feelings  of  his  creatures  ?  What  profit  or  glo- 
ry could  He  derive  Tram  such  an  instanee  of  obedionce  ? 
Nay,  would  not  the  luster  of  His  great  perfections  be  tar- 
aisbed  and  dishonored,  if  one,  who  was  His  professed  and 
distinguished  worshipper,  should  be  gailty  of  so  atrocious  a 
deed  ?  Tiiese  and  many  other  pleas  might  the  pirtriarch  have 
urged,  had  he  been  inclined  to  discAodience.  But,  convinc- 
ed  that  the  injunction  come  from  Grod,  he  sought  no  liir^ 
ther.  He  left  it  with  the  Lord  to  firiil  bia  promises,;  to 
Tindicate  his  own  peiiections.  The  duty  of  the  creature  was 
not  to  question,  but  to  obey  :  not  to  raise  objections  to  the 
divine  conMnand,  but  to  execute  the  assigned  commission^ 
What  a  striking  contrast  to  this  Simplicity  of  obedience, 
does  the  example  of  Saul,  in  after-ages,  exhibit !  The  Lord 
commands  him  to  <^  go  aad  smite  Amalek,  and  utterly  to 
destroy  all  that  tliey  have,  and  to  spare  them  not.^*  The 
conMnand  is  positive.  What  is  the  conduct  of  the  kingi 
Does  he  sbnply  obey  the  mandate  ?  No.  His  obedience  is 
partial  and  defective  ;  and  plainly  shews  that  he  consults  his 
awn  vanity  and  interest  more  than  be  regards  the  divine  in- 
junction :  for  he  spares  Agag,  the  king,  and  the  best  of  tlm 
slieep,  and  of  the  oxen,  and  of  the  fatlings,  and  of  tlie  lambs, 
and  all  that  is  good,  and  destroys  thcta  not  When  charg- 
ed by  tlte  prophet  Samuel  with  this  failure  iu  his  duty,  he 

*  I  Samuel,  xv.  3. 
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Mdcftvori  i9  MctcmiMita  his  own  guilt  by  tiut^wing  the  bkuBe 
OB  the  peoiple ;  a»d  juitiftes  the  vioktioD  of  the  oi*dera  which 
had  been  given  te  him^  on  the  pvetence,  that  the  cattie^ 
vbick  should  have  been  utteriy  destroyed*  had  been  ppared 
(9r  the  |MH*peseef  sacrificing  niito  the  Lerd.  The  tery  ex- 
osae  which  he  nrges  delects  the  duplicity  of  his  heart,  and 
oaHs  for  this  animated  rffNroef  from  the  prophet  '<  Hath 
the  Ijord  «  great  d^ight  in  bumt-ofierings  and  sacrifices^  as 
in  <*f yii^  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey  is  better 
Ihaii  sacrifice,  and  to  hfarisen  than  the  fat  of  rams.  For  re- 
b^Sen  is  as  the  sin  of  witchcraft,  and  stiibbernoess  is  as  in* 
i^ni^  and  idolatry  ;  because  thou  hast  rejected  the  word  oi 
the  Lord,  he  heth  idso  nrjected  thee  from  being  l^ing.^'* 

The  preceding  remarks  illustrate  the  nature  of  true  re* 
ligtan  as  it  is  described  in  the  text  Before  we  proceed 
fSartter^  let  as  inquire,  does  our  religion  correspond  with 
this  4escriiition  ?  Have  we  attained  to  that  Simplicity  of 
heart  and  Kfe  which  distinguishes  the  true  Christian  2  Have 
we  peiio«nced«very  vain  and  carnal  dependence^  Are  we 
sfanpiy  refying  on  the  merits  of  Christ  for  acceptance ;  on 
his  grace,  for  strength  and  holiness  ?  Do  we  tdce  tiie  whole 
of  the  divine  law,  so  far  as  we  understand  it,  for  the  rule 
of  oar  practice  ?  Are  we  ready  to  surrender  on  all  occa- 
sions, do  w«  surrender  whenever  an  occasion  arises,  omr 
own  incUiiations  to  the  command  of  God  2  My  brethren,  if 
nfter  ^  most  careful  investigation  you  have  good  reason 
to  hijife  that  such,  is  the  state  of  your  hearts  bless  Qod  who 
hsth  done  such  great  things  for  you.  Presume  not  bow* 
ever  on  present  appearances.  <^  Let  him  that  tbiofceth  he 
standeth  take  heed  lest  he  fall.  Qe  not  high  nrinded,  bnt 
Ipar."  Fear  lest  by  any  means  you  should  be  corrupted 
fmrn  the  Simplicity  that  is  in  Christ  Such  fears  tlie  apos- 
tle Mtertained  for  his  beloved  Corintliians.  Such  (bars  your 
»tnistiS«  enteKain  for  yeu.  Such  fears  then  entertain  for 
yourselves.  Deem  not  the  caution  unnecessary.  Think 
not,  becaose  your  mauntain  be  stroii^^  tlmt  therefore  it  can 
never  be  removed.  Confidence  of  this  kind  can  proceed 
enlyfhim  ignorance  of  the  dangers  with  which  you  are  sur- 
nmnded*  Give  me  then  your  serious  attention,  while  I 
proceed  to  enlarge  on  titis  particular. 

♦  1  Samuel,  xv.  22,  23i 
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IK  The  dMgM*  to  wbich  title  ChnskiMs  an  «xpMe4,  «f 
being  oerrupted  from  their  SimipUcityy  arises  bom  the  as- 
saello  of  their  spiritual  adversary.  Over  the .  rsst  of  i 
kind  he  rales  ^th  absalate  and  iMMiistaihed  do< 
Thej  are  ^  takea  captive  by  him  at  his  will/'  and  4o  has 
work  withoat  resistance.  Bat  the  servants  of  Chriflt 
are  sabjerts  of  another  kingdom.  They  have  reaoanced 
the  usarped  aathority  of  Satan.  They  have  cast  off  Us 
yoke ;  are  opiioaing  his  government ;  are  setting  his  power 
at  defiance.  Against  these  therefore  his  utSMSt  faiy  is 
directed.  Disappointed  ambition^  wounded  pride^  ^H^yt 
aad  revenge*  all  concur  in  actuating  him  to  leave  no  meaaa 
untried  which  may  work  their  rain.  Nay,  by  reduciny 
them  to  allegiance^  not  oidy  wMI  his  malice  be  graitfied, 
bat  the  interests  of  his  kingdom  will  be  most  eltate- 
ally  promoted.  <<  If  after  they  have  escaped  the  poUattons 
of  the  worldi  through  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour Jesus  Christ,  they  are  again  entangled  therein  and 
overcoflM,  the  latter  end  is  worse  with  them  thaa  the  be- 
ginning.^ Their  guilt  will  be  greater.  Their  retom  wiH 
be  less  probable  than  their  original  conversion.  Or  if  tbej 
should  at  length  be  recovered  out  of  the  snaroy  yet  mack 
shame  and  grief  must  be  incurred  |  much  of  their  courfisrtf 
peace*  and  usefulness,  must  be  destroyed.  To  others,  the 
effects  of  their  fall  will  have  been  scarcely  less  pfi^|«dicial 
than  to  themselves.  Many  may  have  been  seduced  by  their 
example.  Many  weak  Christiaas  may  have  been  olbnded. 
Many  opposers  of  the  truths  may  have  been  liardeaed  in 
their  opposition.  While  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  wiH  bate 
taken  occasion  to  blaspheme,  and  will  not  have  firiled  to 
magnify  this  defeat  of  the  servants  of  Christ,  into  a  victory  . 
gained  over  Christianity  itselt  We  cmnnot  wonder  thea 
that  these  should  be  the  principal  objects  of  Satan's  assauMs  ; 
that  his  chief  exertions  should  be  employed  to  corrapt  tbeaa 
from  the  Simplicity  that  is  in  Christ 

But  it  is  not  merely  from  the  enmity  with  whidi  the  ad- 
tersary  assaults  us,  but  Hrom  the  mode  in  which  his  assaults 
are  conducted,  that  the  greatest  danger  arises.  It  is  not 
his  fury,  so  much  as  his  subtilty,  which  is  to  be  dreaded. 
This  w  as  the  main  ground  of  the  apostle's  fears  for  the  C^^ 
rinthian  converts.  **  He  was  not  ignorant  of  Satan^s  de« 
>icf9.''     He  knew  the  wiles  as  well  as   the  malice  of  the 
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tfMB^.  TbtM  wiUtt^  flMad  dew«i»  had  beea  too  saccaaa- 
liiUy  prtetiaed  •gaiasl  our  first  parents.  <^Tiie  serpent 
kad  beguMed  Eve  by  his  sabtitt^r.'^  Aad  what  was  his  pres- 
aat  ooadact  toward  the  Corinthiaae^  but  a  repetilioii  of  the 
aaoie  sabtflty  ;  a  coanterpart  of  the  same  artful  and  insidi- 
aias  devices  I  BmA  he  fiMrmeriy  transfbraied  himself  into  a 
awrpant!  He  had  now  tnmsformed  his  ministers  intominis- 
taaa  of  rigfateoasness.  <<  The  false  apostles,  deceitful  work* 
ara»''  who  assumed  the  title  of  the  apostles  of  Christ,  aad  by 
their  pr^nsions  to  superior  talents  had  ingratiated  them- 
oelvea  with  the  people,  were  but  instruments  in  the  hands  of 
iU»  arch  deceiver,  by  which  he  was  secretly  carrying  on  his 
dastruotive  desi|p»«  And  with  what  fatal  success  these 
deatmctive  designs  had  been  hitherto  crowned,  the  divided 
aad  disorderly  state  of  the  Corinthian  church,  which  may 
be  coUected  f^m  these  epatles,  too  plainly  evinces. 

Here  then,  my  brethree,  sarvey  your  danger.     The  same 
SMJiciotts  and  subtle  adversary  plans  your  rain.     Though 
al  present  he  may  not  put  on  exactly  the  same  form  which 
be  then  afisumed,  though  he  oMty  not  employ  precisely  the 
aane  iastniments  to  which  he  formerly  had  recourse,  think 
m»t  that  his  machinations  have  ceased.     There  are  a  thou- 
Uftttd  tsrms  which  he  can  assume  $  there  are  a  thousand  in- 
atranaents  which  he  can  employ.     He  knows  how  to  point 
fais  attacks  in  every  possibTe  dit^tion ;  he  can  avail  him- 
atdf  of  every  possible  variety  of  situation  and  of  character. 
TboHgh  he  may  not  assail  you  with  direct  and  open  hostUi- 
tjT^  yet  conclude  not  that  bis  designs  against  yon  are  relin- 
^iabed.     They  are  his  secret  and  bis  subtle  attacks  which 
you  bave  most  reason  to  fear.     He  probably  will  not  tempt 
you  at  once  to  renounce  your  simple  dependence  on  Christy 
or  avawedly  to  ruali  into  disobedience  to  tbe  divine  com- 
mniuda :  But  he  wUl  labor  imperceptibly  to  alienate  your  af- 
feotwns  Grom  God,  and  to  conduct  you  to  the  same  degree 
of  criminality  by  a  more,  covert  and  circuitous  road.     He 
viU  watch  the  most  favorable  opportunities  of  commencing 
asd    of  renewing  the  assault.     He  will  warily  adapt  his 
temptations  to  the  peculiariti^  of  your  disposition  and  cir- 
CBJDstances.     He  will  aim  to  accomplish  his  object  by  0at- 
lerins    V^^^  pride,  by   insinuating  into  your   mind  ha^ 
tbeusbts  of  God,  or  by  leading  you  to  presuiae  on  jour 
Qbristian  liberty. 

\ox«  11.  41 
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As  a  fiirther  ehctdfltten  of  the  eibJMitf  Md  at  tta|Rd- 
mcm  <yr  the  insidious  namner  i«i  whiefe  SHten  pusDeoiiioi  hb 
attempts,  ft  miy  beprofltaUe  suaiuiarify  t»  consida*  the  ex- 
ample adduced  in  the  ttet     The  aHAii,  batwocmfct  slqpi 
by  whkh  he  hegUM  Ere,  throvgh  Us  aoMllty,  and  per- 
suaded her  to  eat  the  fefMddea  flruit,  will  aibrd  witter  «f 
serious  and  instroctite  centemptalion.     Mwring  waiched  Jur 
opportmilty  of  assaiKng  her,  when  she  was  akme^  at  a  Me- 
tance  from  Adam,  who  night  have  proteeted  her,  and  -h 
the  full  confidence  of  innooencyy  suspectinf  no  evilf  the  «m- 
emy  opened  the  attacks  with  propoaiiig'  to  her  the  JMtow- 
ing  question ;  <<  Tea,  hath  €k>d  said,  ye  ahidl  not  eat  of  at- 
ery  tree  of  the  garden  P  Theve  ww  nothtog  in  these  wwidhi 
which  apparently  eould  «3DcitB  idann :  hat  their  aeeret  ten- 
dency was  most  mischioTous  and  fatal.     They  were  * 
lated  to  inspire  the  bosom  of  Eve  with  doubts  of  the  ^ 
ableness  and  the  certainty  of  the  divine  profaiWtioii ;  to  in- 
stil into  her  a  spirit  of  repining  and  diaoontent ;  to  teni'taer 
to  conceive  mrfhtorable    sentiments  of  the  geodaasa  mud 
equity  of  (3od.     <  Can  this  intdligence  which  I^have  heart 
be  true  ?  Have  any  restrictions  been  imposed  upon  yau  mtth 
respect  to  the  trees  of  the  garden  ?  Can  Gkid  have  adeite 
so  unkind,  not  to  say  so  unjust  a  manner,  as  to  have  I 
«d  yon  with  objects  suited  to  the  appetites  wiiich  he 
im^anted  in  you,  and  then  to  have  debarred  yoa  Upom  the 
enjoyment  of  them  by  so  capricious  and  crael  a  restwilut? 
Surely  you  must  have  mistaken  the  natar»  of  the  coanMMd, 
or  I  nrast  have  been  misinformed  as  to  the  eaintsnta^tt/ 
Findhig  by  her  reply  to  this  insidious  inquiiy,  that  the 
poison  was  beginning  to  operate,  the  ad4*er8ary  hastens  to 
improve  Iris  advantage,  by  denying  that  any  danger  wonM 
attach  to  disobedience.     God  had  said,  <<  In  the  day  that 
thou  eatest  thereof,  tliou  shalt  surely  die.**     And  so  long  to 
the  woman  gave  fuH  credit  to  this  denuachilion,  she  WMdd 
resist  all  the  assaults  of  the  temptsr.     Here  then  Us  neat 
attack  was  to  be  leveNed.     In  opposition  to  the^i^rino  Ihneat- 
ening  he  says,  "  Ye  shaH  not  surely  die.**     *It  is  not  no 
certain  that  you  shall  die  for  this  ollboce  as  you  seen  to 
tliitik.     God  is  too  merciful  and  too  jast  to  punish  so  Ai^ 
a  tran^tgresslon  (if  indeed  it  be  a  tranq^ressien)  with  m 
licavy  a  punishment.     Nay,  it  is  certain  that  you  i4iaU  not 
die.     I  know  you  shall  not  die ;  and  you  need  not  dtstratft 
my  word.* 
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Usims  thw  allayed  bar  ftara  with  promises  of  iaipiiiiity, 
he  itifnqptg  to  eicite  ber  dosires  after  the  forbidden  fruity 
hf^  bopes  of  aome  great  and  fancied  excellence  contained  in 
tt ;  '^  CM  doth  knoWf  that  in  the  day  ye  eat  thereor,  then 
jmtt  0708  abaU  be  opened^  and  ye  shall  be  as  gods,  know- 
biS  8^  ^^  evil/'  <  Disobedience^  far  from  entailing 
if  Witt  be  fi^wed  with  the  most  advantageous 
The  taste  of  that  fruit  will  impart  to  you 
and  knowledge,  of  which  you  can  now  form  no 
cancoptiop.  Improved  by  its  invigorating  qualities,  your 
intnttBctnal  faculties  will  become  enlaif^  and  infinite,  like 
Ihotfe  of  God  himaelL  No  wonder  that  he  attempts  to  pre- 
cMe  yoa  from  partaking  of  a  tree,  which  he  knows  will 
reador  jim  independent  of  his  power,  and  wise,  and  great^ 
and  happy  as  himself/ 

Such  was  the  sobtilty  empbyed  on  this  memorable  occa* 
•ion.  My  brethren,  while  you  deplore  the  success  of  it, 
pvofil  by  the  instructions  vonchsafed.  It  is  written  for 
year  ndmonitioB.  It  exhibits,  if  not  a  model  of  every  temp- 
tation whioh  may  befal  you,  yet  a  specimen  at  least  of  those 
inrndiiNis  wiles,  which  Satan  practises  for  your  destruction^ 
SuSor  then  a  word  of  exhortation,  while  I  suggest  some  sea- 
•oaabk  eantions  on  a  matter  so  intimately  connected  with 
JMT  preaent  peace  and  future  hapiiiness. 

1«  Be  wi^hfuL  Bear  constantly  in  mind  the  dangers 
towUch  you  are  exposed.  Remember  the  malicious  and 
sobUe  enemy  with  whom  you  are  engaged.  **  Be  sober,  be 
vigilant,  because  your  adversary  the  devil,  as  a  roaring  lion, 
goetb  about,  seekiiig  whom  he  may  devour/'  Be  not  lulled 
into  a  false  securii^.  Never  are  the  designs  of  Satan  more 
likely  to  succeed,  than  when  they  are  least  suspected,  and 
kast  dreaded.  <'  Blessed  is  the  man  that  feareth  always.*' 
Especially  distmgt  your  own  heart.  Presume  not  on  the 
inaoceacy  and  goodness  of  your  intentions.  Be  on  your 
gnanl,  as  one  who  hiu^bors  a  traitor  within  bis  bosom^ 
**  Take  heed,  brethr^^  lest  any  of  you  be  hardened  through 
the  deceitfidness  of  sin.'* 

jb  Add  to  watchfulness  prayer.  Unaccompanied  by 
prayer,  watchfulness  will  prove  insufficient  for  your  safe- 
ty. ^  Watch  and  pray  that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation.'' 
**Fot  on  the  whole  armor  of  God,  praying  always  with  alt 
prayer  and  supplication  in  the  spirit,  and  watching  there*' 
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unto  witii  all  perBeverance.^  There  wnr  was  an  loalaBCf 
ctf  rell^oB  declension,  which,  if  it  did  net  wholly  orlgtnata 
in  the  m^ect  of  prayer,  was  m^  at  least  attended  witk 
coldness  and  formalitjr  in  the  performance  of  it.  <^  Contin* 
ue  then  instant  in  prayer,  fenr^t  in  ^^t,^  and  Satan  shaH 
not  get  adi'antage  over  yon. 

3.  Never  question  the  reasonableness  or  the  certainty  of 
the  divine  commands.  Suggestions  of  this  nature  may  fro** 
quently  arise  in  your  minds  :  but  suffer  them  not  to  con^ 
tinue  there.  To  reason  about  the  lawfdness  of  sin,  is  ta 
give  piece  to  the  devil,  who  wHl  not  fail  to  Improve  his  ad* 
vantage.  ^'  Resist  him,  and  he  wiH  Ike  from  you.^  Had 
Eve  dismissed  wit|i  abhorrence  these  first  Insinuations,  ske 
had  repelled  bis  attack,  and  had  retained  her  SinpHcity^. 
Let,  ^<  It  is  written,*'  be  a  reiriy  to  every  doubt.  Againat 
the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word  of  Ood,  the  ene- 
my is  unable  to  coiftend. 

4.  Never  be  induced  to  believe  that  God  w3l  retract  his 
threatenings.  Let  this  bar  be  once  removed,  yon  know  n«t^ 
like  Eve,  into  what  lengths  of  sin  you  may  be  hurried. 
Listen  then  to  no  such  dangerous  and  delusive  notions. 
Oppose  the  shield  of  faith  to  this  fiery  dart  of  the  wicked. 
'<  Hath  Grod  said,  and  shall  he  not  do  it?  Or  hath  he  spok- 
en, an4  shall  he  not  make  it  good  7  Be  not  deceived  ;  God 
fs  not  mocked  ;  for  whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  be 
also  reap.*' 

5.  N^ver  permit  your  thoughts  to  settle  with  delight  on 
any  forbidden  object.  This  was  Eve^s  third  fault  She 
suffered  her  mind  to  dwell  on  the  fiincied  advantages  of  dis- 
obedience. And  this  criminal  indiscretion  was  the  fore- 
runner of  her  fab.  '<  When  she  saw  that  the  tree  was  good 
for  food,  and  that  it  was  pleasant  to  the  eyes,  and  a  tree  to 
be  desired  to  make  one  wise,  she  took  of  the  fruit  thereof, 
and  did  eat.'*  If  you  follow  the  steps  by  whkb  she  foH, 
you  cannot  but  fall  like  her.  Beware  then  of  indnlgiag 
sinful  speculations.  1b  any  unlawful  object  presented  to 
yoar  mind  ?  ^  Avoid  it,  pass  not  by  it,  turn  from  it,  ftm) 
pass  away.  Make  a  covenant  vnth  your  eyes  that  yon  may 
not  look  upon  evil.^ 

**  Finally,  my  br^hren,  be  strong  in  the  Lord,  and  In  tbe 
power  of  his  might.^'  Remember,  that  while  yon  are«8»g 
these  precautions,  these  means  of  safety,  yonr  security  a^ 
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lull  iitf&udB  on  CSkrisI  iloiie.  He  mIjf  «n  prwerre  jm 
s/ktUut  in  that  StanpUetty,  wfaereiii  your  privttege  and  bap- 
phMfls  ooBsist.  Place  yoar  soul  then  in  his  iLeaping.  Praj 
to  him  to  uphold  your  goings  in  the  way  that  yonr  footstepe 
sKde  not  Pray  to  him  to  impress  upon  your  hearts  such  a 
deep,  an  abiding,  a  cordial  conYiction  of  his  infinite  valae^ 
and  of  yoor  own  entire  need  of  him,  that  whenever  you  may 
be  tempted,  ^^  by  any  means/'  to  depart  from  him,  yon  may 
be  ready  to  excbim  with  the  apostle,  ^^  Lord,  to  whom  shall 
we  go )  Then  hast  the  words  of  eternd  life."  May  these 
prajeiv  be  answered !  May  ^  the  God  of  all  grace,  who  hath 
cafcd  08  nsto  his  eternal  glory  by  Christ  Jesus,  after  that 
je  have  suffbred  a  whBe,  make  you  perfect,  establish, 
sirengHwa,  settle  y6u  V*  May  he  **  keep  you  by  his  power 
throiq(h  faidi  unto  salvation !''  May  he  guide  you  in  safety 
through  M  the  perils  and  temptations  of  this  mortal  life ; 
preserve  you  from  the  snares  of  the  devil ;  and  at  length 
^  prssent  you  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his  glory  with 
•weeding  joy  !*' 


SEBMON  XXXnL 

Christ's  Yoke  an  easy  Yoke. 

MATTHEW,  Xi.    30. 

F6r  my  Foke  is  easy,  and  my  Burden  is  light. 

THERE  are  two  different  aspects  under 
wkicb  religion  is  fkiequently  exhibited  by  persons  who  are 
vaaoqnainted  with  its  true  nature.  On  the  one  hand,  it  is 
represented  as  a  hard  and  an  unprofitable  service,  which 
eoEpoeee  those  who  embrace  it  to  many  painfiil  trials,  with- 
out providing  any  adequate  compensation  fi>r  the  sacrifices 
which  it  requires.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  described  as  a 
pleasant  and  an  easy  path,  where  uninterrupted  delights 
abound ;  where  no  obstacles  impede,  no  inconveniences  an- 
noy.   But  these  representatiens  are  as  injurious  to  the  real 
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jNtirotts  of  CMitiaattj  mUMf  mtstlktbim  tllraMfoift. 
Muny  pawns  are  dttterred  froni  nMlLtag  IrM  •€  a  reUgloiw 
coane  throagh  apprdiaMioii  of  tbe  altetrfant  dUkaMea ; 
white  others^  altered  by  the  iariting  proapaota  aat  halira 
thetiif  are  diacounq;ed  at  the  irst  napeiinMiita  in  tkeir  waQT* 
abandon  tfarir  proinsion  in  disgart^  and  <<  walli  na  ^ 
with  CbriBt'' 

Higbfy  inpofftaat  than  is  it,  that  tboaa to  whom  tl»i 
istry  of  the  Ctospcl  is  eatruslady  aboald  state  with  ckarnesa 
and  precirion  the  real  nature  of  rdigion  $  thtti  by  no  on- 
thte  exaltation  or  depression  of  its  favtaraUe  or  aafiaviar^ 
able  tircamrtancei^  they  either  oocarion  diaappoiataneat  or 
eSEcite  ofeace.  Tnith»  in  the  pment  iastanoe^  as  in  meat 
other  cases,  lies  in  the  mean  between  the  two  extrsaaea. 
Each  of  the  representations,  noticed  above,  contains  aoaae 
portion  of  just  delineation  ;  bat  each  has  a  niixtare  of  ex- 
aggeration and  falsehood*  Though  Chrittiaaity  exposea  its 
fcUowers  to  maay  trials,  is  it  therefore  a  hard  or  an  na^ 
profitable  service  ?  The  experience  of  every  true  Cbriatiany 
no  less  then  the  plainest  testimony  of  Scripture,  directly 
contradicts  this  inference.  Tliough  the  ways  of  religion 
are  ways  of  pleasantness,  are  they  therefore  free  from  all 
tribulation  and  conflict  7  The  same  experience,  the  same 
testimony,  are  equally  opposed  to  tMs  conclusion.  What 
then  istlie  real  fact  ?  The  Gospel  of  Christ  undertakes  to  se* 
cure  the  happiness  of  its  followers,  notwithstanding  e^ery 
difficulty  which  they  may  be  summoned  to  encounter*  It  pr(N 
mises  to  bless  us  with  peace  and  joy,  even  amidst  the  most 
afflicting  dispensations.  It  does  not  propose  to  exempt  us 
from  trials,  but  it  engages  to  make  us  more  than  conqoer- 
ors  by  the  abundant  support  and  consolation  which  it  i^d- 
ministers. 

Such  is  the  view  of  the  subject  exhibited  in  the  text 
Our  blessed  Lord,  in  the  precediiig  verses,  having  asserts 
ed  iu  very  memorable  language  bto  own  personal  and  me- 
diatorial dignity,  had  proclaimed  that  most  graofoos  invita- 
tion, so  worthy  of  all  men  to  be  received  $  <<  Come  unto  me 
all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  wiH  give  you 
rest.'*  Apprehensive,  however,  that  the  natore  of  his  offer 
might  be  misunderstood,  he  immediately  adds,  *^  Take  my 
Yoke  upon  you,  and  lei^m  of  me/'  The  rest  which  he 
promised  to  them  did  not  consist  in  a  freedom  from  all  re- 
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slitbL  Tbeve  WM  a  Yoke  wfaicli  thtf  omsI  carry.  Theri 
wat  a  discipline  to  wUch  they  wast  sobnut.  There  was  a 
tafden  wbicb  tbej  must  bear.  '  How  tben  could  tbey  find 
nat  wnto  tbeir  souk  2  He  eubjoliui  in  the  text,  '<  For  my 
liake  ia  eaay,  aad  ay  bardea  is  lif^t"  If  they  were  wil^ 
img  to  beeame  his  disciples^  they  nuiat  carry  Ids  Yoke ;  bni 
they  wottld  find  by  experience  that  it  was  an  easy  Yoke» 
Thagr  owat  bear  the  kirdeD  which  he  shoidd  lay  en  theon  ^ 
kat  tbegr  woidd  fiad  apon  trial  that  it  was  a  light  burden. 

It  islhis  iateresting  troth  which  I  parpoae  to  explain  and 
illastnMa.  JhA  aiace  the  limits  of  a  single  discourse  wiH 
aot  adorft  of  that  ample  discussien  which  the  importance  of 
theinibjeot  demands^  I  shaU  confine  myself  on  the  present 
jcmnina  to  the  fintner  danse  of  the  text ;  and  shall  reserve 
4ha  latter  for  a  future  consideration. 

^*  My  Yoke  is  easy.'' 

Christiaas  are  under  the  Yoke.  They  are  not  (heir  own 
■mitnrsj  at  liberty  to  act  as  they  please  $  to  follow  their 
OWB  iMdinatiens.  They  are  the  servants  of  Christ  What 
then  is  the  Y<dce  which  he  imposes  on  them  ?  It  is  obedience 
to  his  coouaandmeats.  These  commandments  are  in  sob- 
staaee  the  same  with  the  moral  law  of  God.  The  servants 
of  Christ,  though  free  from  the  coademmiig  power  of  the 
lawy  are  not  discharged  from  their  obedience  to  the  precepts 
of  the  law.  Though  no  longer  depending  for  acceptance 
with  God  oa  their  own  moral  performances,  they  are  ^  not 
wtthoot  law  to  God,  but  under  the  law  to  Christ."*  They 
receive  the  law  from  the  hands  of  Christ  as  the  rute,  to 
which  all  their  actions,  thoi^bts,  and  tempers  mast  be  con- 
formed ;  as  the  rule,  by  their  conformi^  to  which  their 
fiaal  state  will  be  adjudged,  and  their  future  rewards  pro- 
portioaed.  **  Do  we  then  make  void  the  law  throogh  faith  ? 
Oad  forbid  !  yea  we  establish  the  law.^'f  The  doctrine  of 
salvation  by  grace  through  faith,  far  from  weakening  the 
oUigatioos  to  morality,  increases  tlicm  tenfokl.  An  unceas- 
ii^  endeavor  to  fulfil  the  whole  law  of  God  is  tlie  most 
anecpuvocal  expression  of  love  to  Christ,  and  an  indispensa- 
ble evidence  of  an  interest  ia  his  merits.  **  If  ye  love  me 
keep  my  commandments.  Ye  are  my  friends  if  ye  do 
i4atsoever  I  command  you.''  <^  The  grace  of  God,  which 
hringetti  salvation,  hath  appeared  unto  all  meuy  teaching  us, 

♦  1  Cor.  ix  21.       t  R<«n  »•  31. 
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Ihat  denying  all  mgoffliness  and  worldljr  losts^  we  ahooU 
live  soberly,  righteouslyy  and  godly,  in  thb  presei^  worid.''^ 

Such  18  the  Yoke  which  Christ  inposes  on  his  Mkwenu 
Bttt  is  this  an  easy  Yoke  ?  U  obedience  to  the  holy  law  e( 
God  an  easy  service  ?  On  the  contrary,  are  not  di  the  naft* 
teal  inclinations  of  man  directly  opposed  to  the  spirHnat 
duties  which  it  enjoins  ?  Do  not  the  very  expressioBS  fre^ 
f|ttently  employed  in  Scripture  to  denote  the  natare  of  Christ 
tiati  obedience,  convey  the  plainest  totimatkras  of  its  dUiedii^ 
ty  ?  When  we  are  tattght  by  Him  who  **  knew  what  was  ia 
man,''  that  conqdiance  with  his  precqpts  woidd  on  raasy  oe* 
caaions  prove  as  painful  to  us  as  the  cutting  off  of  si  right 
band^  or  the  |ducking  out  of  a  right  eye ;  when  we  are  di* 
aected  by  the  same  Divine  Teacher  and  his  apostles  to  ^  dsogr 
ourselves,  to  mortify  our  members  which  are  in  the  body,^  4o 
a'ucify  the  flesh  with  its  affections  and  lasts  f*  can  we  doubt 
whether  obedience  to  the  holy  law  of  Grod  be  a  difiadt  aer- 
vice ;  St.  Paul  expressly  declares,  tiiat  **  ttie  carnal  mind 
is  enmity  against  OoA,  for  it  is  not  subject  to  the  law  of 
God  $  neither  indeed  can  be."t  What  dees  experience  tes- 
tify ?  If  the  Yoke  of  Christ's  commandments  be  an  easy 
Yoke,  why  do  we  tiot  uniformly  find  it  stich  ?  Why  do  we 
not  readily  submit  to  it  7  Why  do  we  complain  of  its  sever- 
ity  ?  If  conformity  to  tlie  divine  precepts  be  agreeable  to 
our  natures,  whence  arises  that  general  propensity  to  sub- 
stitute empty  forms  in  the  room  of  pr^cal  godUinessf 
Wlience  proceeds  that  indisposition  to  spiritiml  exercises  f 
Why  are  religious  duties  so  often  esteemed  a  weariness  f 
Surely  these  things  prove,  that  the  service  of  Christ  is  a 
service  offensive  to  our  natural  hearts  ;  a  service  in  which 
we  find  no  pleasure,  and  ^counter  much  opposition* 

But,  says  our  blessed  Lord  in  the  tex^  **  My  Yoke  m 
easy."  How  can  we  reconcile  these  seeming  ointradicttcMS  i 
lu  what  respects,  consistently  with  the  preceding  statementft* 
can  the  Yoke  of  Christ  be  called  an  easy  Yoke  i 

It  may  be  called  an  easy  Yoke  in  compai*ison  witii  thsuse 
Yokes,  some  of  which  must  otherwise  be  endored*  Our 
Saviour  might,  probably,  in  the  first  instance,  have  in  view* 
the  servitude  of  theJewisli  law,  which  his  religion  wasia^ 
tended  to  supersede.  The.  painful  rites,  the  expensive  oC* 
ferings^  the  wearisome  ceremoniefl^  and  the  mysterinus  daric« 

•  John,  xiv.  15.  xv.  14.       Titus,  ii.  11,  12.       t  Rom.  f^^-  S"- 
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Htm  of  that  ^cdn^mj,  altogethei*  foMed  a  Tok^  trilich  StT 
Brier,  addriMing  the  apostles  and  eMers,  declares,  **  nelth^ 
their  fhthers  nor  they  were  able  to  bear.'^  In  reference 
tbeii  te  this  Yoke,  the  Yoke  of  Christ  may  ht  called 
n  aasjr  Yoke.  The  simple  institutions,  clearer  light,  and 
eomparatiTe  ftt^om  of  the  Christian  dispensation  fully  jus- 
atj  tbis  hrngmlge.  Hence  St.  Paul  exhorts  the  Galatian 
cMteHs,  who  were  beset  with  Jadaising  teachers,  to  *<  stand 
fttt  in  the  Hbisrty  wh(^with  Christ  had  made  them  fbec^, 
and  not  to  be  entangled  again  with  the  Yoke  of  bohdage."^ 
-  The  Yoke  of  Christ  is  easy  in  comparison  with  the  Yoke 
of  Satan.  The  work  of  sin  is  more  congenial  to  our  evil 
Btttnres,  than  th6  work  of  God ;  but  is  it  therefore  easier  ? 
Look  at  the  miserable  slaves  whom  Satan  leads  captive  at 
Iris  wiU.  Witli  what  oht^Oiittin^  assiduity  do  they  pursue 
their  several  schemes  of  avarice,  of  pleasure,  of  ambition,  of 
hwt,  of  interest !  They  '*  rise  up  enrly,  and  late  take  rest  f* 
ftey  toil  and  labor  in  the  service  of  their  imperious  master^ 
But  is  this  service  easy  ?  Ask  them  are  th6y  happy  ?  Do 
they  find  no  thorns  in  the  way  wherein  they  travel  i  Are 
tempers  soured,  are  appetites  inflamed,  are  wishes  disap-^ 
pointed^  no  interruptions  to  their  happiness ;  Have  they 
f^ttce  within  ?  Can  they  look  backward  with  Satisfaction^ 
fiprward  with  hope  ?  Are  there  not  moments,  in  which  they 
are  constrained  to  feel  their  wretchedness  and  to  lament 
tbrir  shamefiil  servitude  ?  But  such  are  not  th^  feelings  of 
CbrM's  servants.  Far  from  repenting  of  the  paths  which 
they  have  chosen,  they  find  them  to  be  paths  of  pleasantness 
«m1  peace.  ^  Great  peace  have  they  who  love  thy  law,  and 
nothing  shall  oifend  them.'^^  In  tempers  rectified,  in  affec- 
tlone  r^ulated,  in  expectations  realized,  in  an  approving 
eonscience,  in  a  hope  ftill  of  immortality,  they  experience 
an  inwari  serenity  of  mind>  which  the  slaves  of  Sin  and 
Satan  never  know^ 

The  Yoke  of  Christ  is  easy  in  cdifit^arison  with  the  Yoke 
wUch  self-righteousness  imposes  on  mankind.  Painful  and 
oppressive  indeed  is  the  servitude  which  those  endure  who 
seek  W  justify  themselves  by  their  obedience  to  the  divine 
oonmandments.  They  are  laboring  at  a  work,  of  which 
every  fresh  attempt  only  increases  the  difliculfy,  and  ex- 

•  Acta,  XV.  IQ.       t  G«L  v.  1.       t  Paahn,  cxix.  1«5, 
Yob.  Ih  4a, 
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poses  ttiore  clearly  the  foUy«  Serving  a  uasteff  vluMH  hi 
ibeir  hearts  thejr  regard  as  a  merciless  tyrant  aid  an  an^ 
relenting  judge ;  professing  to  obey  a  law,  which  th^  se« 
cretly  condemn  as  unreasonably  strict,  i^pnessive,  ftad  iuh 
just,  they  are  the  victims  of  a  slavish  and  tormenting  fei|r« 
Their  service  is  the  service  of  constraint  Their  otiedimice 
is  the  obedience  of  terror.  Every  new  discoveiy  of  tha 
holiness  of  God,  and  of  the  spiritnality  of  his  law>  tends  only 
io  call  foKh  afresh  their  latent  enmity,  to  dispirit  thair 
exertions,  to  augment  their  disquietude.  DiEfsatisfied  with 
their  own  proficiency,  conscious  of  their  numerous  defects, 
and  trembling  at  the  awful  consequences,  they  dng  on 
their  chains  heavily  from  day  to  day,  and  find  nf  rest  ti» 
their  souls. 

Compared  with  this  state  of  bondage,  the  Yoke  of  Christ 
is  easyi  and  his  service  perfect  freedom.  Blessed  are  hii^ 
people,  for  they  walk  in  liberty.  Convinced  of  the  iapossi* 
bility  of  procuring  acceptance  on  tl^  merits  of  th#r  owq 
obedience,  they  abandon  the  attempt  Having  been  taught 
to  look  unto  **  Christ  as  the  end  of  the  law  for  nght)SM|S|^^ 
to  every  one  that  believeth,''  they  receive  him  as  <<  of  GMI 
made  unto  them  righteousness.*'  And  thus  *^  being  jasttfia^ 
by  faith  they  have  peace  with  Ood.'f*  Th^ir  surety  hiM 
Aati$r^e4  tbe  demands  of  the  law  for  them*  T^ey  ufe  t^ 
cepted  in  the  Beloved.  They  are  complete  ii^  Viiw^  Tti^ 
law  may  threaten.  The  adversary  may  a9cuse.  But  ^<  who 
is  ho  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Christ  that  died,  yea  rather 
that  is  risen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  band  of  Oo4, 
who  also  nmketh  intercession  for  us.'*f 

But  further^  Christ's  Yoke  may  be  called  aa  easy  Yoke, 
not  only  as  compared  with  other  Yokes,  but  as  it  ia  reaUy 
made  easy  in  itself  to  those  who  wear  it  Notwithstanding 
the  natural  opposition  of  their  hearts  to  Ood,  ClHrist  ren* 
ders  obedience  familiar  and  pleasant  to  his  followers.  Bat 
how  does  ho  accomplish  this  important  end  i.  Not  as  some 
have  inconsiderately  supposed,  by  lowering  the  standard  of 
ob^ienpe^  by  modifying  tbe  substance  of  the  divine  com- 
mandments in  accommodation  to  the  corrupt  indinationa 
and  sinful  infirmities  of  fallen  man  ;  but  by  communicating 
to  his  people  a  new  and  holy  nature,^  and  thus  by  fitting 
•tlioin  for  the  spiritual  services  for  which  they  are  designed. 

•  Rom.  X.  4.  V.  1.       1  Cor.  f.  $0.       f  Rom.  vifl.  34  * 
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Mt  yroTides  4hem  with  new  motives  to  obedience  $  i«parts* 
to  tbenr  new  strength  ;  infnsss  into  tbem  heavenly  disposi- 
tions $  by  the  sight  of  his  cross  breaths  the  power  of  sin  in 
their  ooub  ;  writes  his  law  in  their  hearts ;  puts  his  Spirit 
within  them ;  and  by  these  effectual  operations,  cautes  them 
to  wallL  in  hii' statutes  with  comfort  and  delight* 

**  If  any  man  be  in  Christ  he  is  a  new  creature :  old 
OAagiB  are   passed  awayj  all  things  are  become  new/'* 
Gonstnuned  by  a  sense  of  redeeming  love,  the  tme  Ciiris- 
Am  liveth  no  longer  to  ktmseUl     Whatever  might  have  once 
been  the  enmity  of  bis  heart  to  God  and  holiness,  he  is  now 
Ibe  willing  servant  of  Jesus  Christ :  he  yields  himself  unto 
Qod,  as  one  that  is  alive  from  the  dead  f  and  his  memherft 
as  inrtmments  of  righteousness  onto  God.     Grreat  and  glo- 
nana  is  the  change  which  grace  has  wrought  in  his  sotd* 
What  is  now  tlie  object  of  his  most  fervent  desires  i  To 
apead  and  to  be  spent  for  Christ's  sake,  in  bis  service,  to 
his  glory.     What  is  now  the  language  of  his  heart  ?  <<  Bless 
the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within  me  bless  bis  ho«« 
ly  name.     What  reward  shall  I  give  unto  the  Lord  for  all 
the  benefits  which  he  has  done  unto  me.     O  Lord,  thou  art 
■^r  God,  early  will  1  seek  thee.'*     What  is  now  the  subject 
af  bis  lamentation  ?  Not  the  holiness  and  severity  of  the  di-^ 
vine  law  ;  but  his  own  indisposition  and  inability  to  fidfil  it. 
He  **  delightti  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  inward  man.''  Far 
fram  desiring  to  be  released  from  obedience  to  any  of  its 
^lecepts,  he  would  gladly  comply  with  all  its  most  extenmva 
aad  spiritaal  demands.     He  exclaims  with  David,  <<  Lord, 
bow  I  love  thy  law.     Thy  word  is  very  pure,  therefore  thy 
aervant  iovetb  it»     Order  my  steps  in  thy  word,  and  let  not 
any  iniquity  have  dominion  over  me."     What  are  now  the 
aoaKoa  of  his  highest  pleasure  ?  Those  very  employments 
which  be  formeriy  accoanted   the  severest   mortifications* 
With  what  thankfulness  does  he  welcome  the  returning  sab*. 
bath  2  With  what  delight  does  he  contemplate  the  glorious 
tnrths  of  revelation  ?  Attendence  on  public  ordinances,  the 
mrciaas  of  prayer  and  praise,  religious  society  and  pious 
meditation,  now  constitute  tlie  very  joy  of  his  heart.     **  One 
day  in  the  courts  of  the  Lord  is  better  than  a  thousand. 
Bo  would  rather  be  a  door-keeper  in  the  house  of  his  God, 
thM  4weil  in  the  Ws  of  wickedness."     Of  what  does  he 

♦  3  Cor.  v.  17. 
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MW  conphtn  ?  Of  the  Yoke  of  OtiffiBt  ?  N<>.  Poi^  be  finds 
it  easy.  It  19  the  Yoke,  which  he  rejoicelh  to  wear :  the 
Toke^  which  no  earthly  object  can  tempt  him  to  exchange ; 
the  Yoke^  in  submiasion  to  which  he  experiences  present 
happiness,  and  looks  for  (oture  glorjr. 

Such  is  the  view  of  Christianity  exhibited  in  the  text^  8# 
fhr  as  it  has  been  unf(dded*  By  way  of  improvement,  it 
may  be  applied  for  the  correction  of  two  prevailing  error* 
of  considerable  magnitude,  which,  thoogh  they  have  been 
digbtly  noticed  in  oor  progress,  require  distinct  and  pointed 
animadversion.  This  application  ot  the  subject  indeed  is 
mort  necessary,  inasmuch  as  the  words  before  us  are  some- 
times adduced  in  support  of  the  errors  in  question* 

On  the  one  side,  there  are  some  who  maintain,  that  the 
freedom  of  the  Gospel  is  a  freedom  from  aU  moral  restraint 
Mistaking  the  nature  of  that  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath 
made  them  free,  and  considering  it  as  a  deliverance,  not  on- 
ly from  the  sentence,  but  from  the  precepts  of  the  law,  they 
represent  every  exhortation  to  holiness  as  an  infringement; 
of  their  Christian  privileges ;  every  reference  of  practical 
duties  to  the  standard  of  the  divine  conunandmcftits  as  legal» 
and  f*  gendering  to  bondage.''  <  We  are  free,'  they  cry, 
5  we  will  not  be  brought  under  the  power  of  any.  The  Yoke 
of  Christ  is  easy.  Love  is  the  obedience  which  he  requires 
of  us.  Love  is  the  rule  and  measure  of  our  duty.  **  W« 
are  delivered  from  the  law,  that  being  dead  wherein  we 
were  held."' 

Can  such  sentiments  be  justified.  Love  is  indeed  tbii 
principle  of  Christian  obedience.  But  the  principle  cannot 
be  the  nik  and  measure  of  its  own  <^rations.  It  may  ghna 
hb  to  vigorous  exertions ;  but  without  some  regididing  pofw* 
or  to  control  their  direction,  they  will  be  vague,  inconsist- 
ent, and  disorderly.  Love  itself^  if  left  to  act  from  the  imh 
pulse  of  its  own  suggestions,  without  any  precise  mode  of 
action  prescribed  to  it,  will  degenerate  into  wild  and  im^ 
nlar  sseaL  It  stands  in  need  of  some  fixed  and  detennined 
rule  of  duty,  by  which  its  exercises  may  be  restrained  and 
modified.  And  where  shall  we  meet  with  such  a  rale  but  in 
the  precepts  uf  the  moral  law  I  To  set  aside  this  rule,  is  to 
erect  the  private  judgment  of  ev^y  individual  into  a  stand- 
ard of  right  and  wrong^^  and  thus,  under  the  ccdor  of  eixat^ 
ing  Christian  liberty,  to  ^tat>duce  endless  ce|nfi^ioiir. 
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Christ  tixpnmif  declares  in  the  text,  that  his  senrice  is 
«  Fofce.  He  commands  all  who  would  come  to  him  for  rest 
and  salvatioii)  to  take  his  Yoke  upon  them.  Can  those  thea 
be  his  servants^  who,  under  pretence  that  his  Yoke  is  easy^ 
altogether  reject  it.  The  moral  law  is  the  law  of  his  king* 
dsm.  In  what  respects  then  do  such  as  refose  submismon 
to  this  law  differ  from  those  **  his  enemies^  who  will  not  have 
him  to  reign  over  them  7"  In  what  respects  will  their  pan- 
isbment  be  different  ?  **  Bring  them  hither  and  slay  them 
before  me." 

My  brethren^  are  any  of  yon  infected  with  these  pemicioas 
and  nnscriplural  notions !  Be  not  deceived.  Christ  <<  cams 
not  to  destroy  the  law  but  to  fulfil  it.  tk  has  redeemed  yoa 
from  the  curse  of  the  law/'  but  he  has  not  absolved  you 
from  obedience  to  one  tittle  of  its  moral  precepts.  f<  Yo 
have  been  called  unto  liberty  9'*  but  mark  the  caution  which 
the  apostle  subjoins,  **  only  use  not  liberty  for  an  occasioM 
to  Ike  iesh."*  Beware  bow  yon  resemUe  those  **  unruly 
and  vain  talkers,  vfho  profrsa  that  tbey  know  God,  but  in 
works  deny  him ;"  or  those  detested  characters  described  by 
St.  Peter,  who,  <^  speak  great  swelling  words  of  vanity  f^ 
and  **  while  they  promise  others  liberty,  themselves  are  the 
•ervants  of  coiTO[i^ion.''  If-you  are  attempting  to  separate 
practical  bolinws  from  christian  faith,  you  are  attempting 
10  put  asunder  two  things,  which  God  has  inseparably  unit* 
ed.  And  whence  does  your  attempt  originate  7  Not,  as  yon 
imagine,  from  a  zeal  for  Christ  and  for  his  Goapel ;  but 
from  the  carnal  slate  of  your  own  heart.  You  have  no  rel« 
isk  fisr  bis  pure  and  spiritual  commandments ;  therefore  yon 
*T  cast  them  behind  your  back.''  You  bate  his  law,  **  bo* 
camse  it  doth  not  prophecy  good  concerning  yon,  but  evil.*^ 
Ton  secretly  fed  that  it  condemns  yoor  thoughts,  your  tem^ 
ptrst  yonr  practices,  your  intentions,  your  desires.  Yon 
know  that  if  conformity  to  his  holy  standard  be  the  test  of 
yonr  interest  in  the  Bedeemer's  blood,  you  must  be  fiurced 
to  f—flnde  against  yoursdves.  Hence  you  seek  to  substi* 
late  new  tests,  new  standards.  Hence  you  trampb  on  that 
law  which  the  whole  dispensation  of  the  Gospd  is  intended 
to  exalt.  Hence  you  are  led  in  £ict  to  ad<9t  the  sentiments 
oCtbemostdetennined  ad  venarks  of  Christ:  ^Letusbreak 
lib  bonds  psundor,  and  cast  away  his  cords  from  us.'    Yo^ 

•  GaL  V.  1% 
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are  yet  in  the  &sh.  Hert  Kes  the  rbot  of  the  wMe  evU. 
YoQ  have  never  experienced  the  renewing  infinence  of  di-» 
.  "viBe  grace.  Pray  then  that  your  heart  may  be  changed* 
Pray  for  deliverance  from  the  Yoke  of  Sin  and  Satan.  Pray 
to  the  Son  to  **  malEe^you  free  indeed,^  by  putting  his  Sf^irlt 
within  jou  ;  **  for  where  tlie  Sfririt  of  the  Lord  Is^  there  im 
liberty."  Seele  to  have  the  law  written  in  your  beaKs^ 
Imd  you  will  then  fully  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  texW 
*^  My  YoiLe  ia  easy." 

But  on  the  other  hand^  there  is  a  contrary  error  int<^ 
which  stitl  greater  numbers  fall.  They  talk  of  a  mitigated 
law.  They  speak  as  if  the  great  Uessing^  which  the  Gos- 
pel was  intended  to  convey >  is  the  introduction  of  a  less  rigu 
orous  and  extensive  rule  of  oMral  practice.  Christian  lib- 
crty^  according  to  their  views^  consists  not  so  much  in  a  d^ 
lirerance  from  the  condemning  power  of  tlie  law,  as  in  a 
partial  exemption  from  ttie  spiritual  obedience  which  it  en- 
joins. *  Man'  (they  cry)  <  is  weak^  and  God  is  roerdfui. 
Be  knoweth  our  frame.  He  remembereth  that  we  are  bu^ 
dust.  The  yoke  of  Christ  is  easy.  He  has  purchased  for 
us  easier  terms  of  acceptance.  In  conformity  to  our  {alien 
nature  be  has  relaxed  the  severity  of  bis  demands ;  has  es« 
tablished  a  milder  code  of  law%  and  will  be  satisied  with  m 
iar  less  scropuloos  obedience.  .  If  we  are  but  sinoere,  ac« 
eording  to  our  abilities^  our  imperfect  services^  through  the 
merits  of  our  Redeemer,  will  be  accounted  for  righteousnesa.* 

Are  sneh  assertions  to  be  tolerated  ?  Are  they  less  fabo 
aad  dangerous  than  the  sentiments  which  have  already  been 
(Pombaftted  2  Mercy,  no  doubt,  is  one  of  the  moat  giorious 
attributes  of  tlie  Almighty.  But  he  will  never  eimxise  it 
at  the  expence  of  his  holiness  and  truth.  The  son  of  God 
nndertook  to  **  magnify  the  law  and  make  it  honoraUe.** 
The  opinions  in  question  tend  to  degrade  and  Titify  it» 
What  (to  they  advance  as  the  standainl  of  obedience  ?  Not 
the  luily  and  immutable  law  (tf  the  Creator,  but  the  coi% 
ropt  and  changeable  nature  of  tlic  creature.  Nay,  every 
lean's  supposed  ability  becomes  the  rule  of  his  moral  pra€<« 
tice.  And  where  will  the  evils  of  such  a  system  terminate  i 
Let  this  rule  bo  once  established,  and  who  is  there  that  will 
be  destitute  of  an  excuse  for  sin  ?  The  more  deeply  the  sia* 
net'  has  piung^  into  iniquity,  the  mofe  fully  he  has  itiea* 
pacitated  himself  for  obedience  ^  the  less  obedience  he  will 
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be  required  to  pay ;  the  greater  indalgetice  be  will  experi« 
ence. 

M  J  brethren^  investigate  this  matter  with  attention.  Tett 
will  find  that  these  notions  of  a  mitigated  Ia\f  are  most  de-* 
rogatory  to  the  honor  of  Gody  most  destructive  to  the  prac- 
tice of  holiness.  The  advocates  for  this  systemt  however 
tbey  ifiay  disclaim  the  intentiont  are  in  ftict  subvertors  al 
oDce  of  the  law  and  of  tlio  GospeL  They  are  equally  inw 
plicate^  in  the  charge  of  substituting  new  {Standards  of  obe« 
dience ;  and  thus  far  they  eventually  rank  with  tlie  more 
ep^n  ojifesers  of  the  law.  Have  any  of  you  hitherto  fa« 
vored  such  opinions?  Examine  the  secret  source  from  wlieiio^ 
tbey  sprang.  Yon  have  probably  ascribed  them  to  worthy 
and  honorable  conceptions  of  the  divine  Hteroy  and  equity*- 
Tou  have  perhaps  regarded  them  as  the  offspring  of  a  lib- 
eral and  an  unprejudiced  mind.  But  you  have  been  deceiv- 
ed.  The  real  source  has  been  pride,  the  onhombl^  state  of 
your  heart.  Refusing  to  ^^  submit  yourselves  to  the  rigbt- 
eoosness  of  God/'  you  have  been  secretly  attempting  to  es« 
tabli^U  7<>ui*  own  righteousness.  Though  the  Scripturee 
posiHvely  affirm,  that  <<  by  grace  yo  are  saved  through  fiiitlif 
and  that  not  of  yeursdvesy  it  is  the  gift  of  God,*'  you  have 
been  at  the  bottom  indulging  the  presumptuous  hope  of  sav- 
ing yourselves  by  your  works ;  of  "  having  whereof  to  glo-. 
ry  before  Gpd.''  Hence  has  arisen  your  partidity  for  m 
a^itigated  nde.  Findii^g  that  so  lo^  as  the  law  retains  its 
spiritual  waA  extensive  demands,  you  must  despair  of  justi- 
fying yourselves  by  your  obedientt  to  it,  you  have  bee» 
tempted  to  reduce  its  injunc&ons  to  a  level  with  what  yea 
have  conceived  to  be  tlie  measure  of  your  own  performanoeflw 
Ton  have  erected  an  imaginary  standard,  adapted  to  your 
own  corrupt  propensities.  You  ha\e  taken  up  a  cheap  profes* 
sion  of  religion.  You  have  followed  a  mutilated  rule  of  con- 
duct, the  creature  of  your  own  invention  ;  and  this  rule  you 
have  presumptuously  styled  the  easy  Yoke  of  Clirist  Awake, 
my  brethren,  awake.  Dissipate  such  delusive  dreams.  Ban^ 
ifh  pride  from  your  hearts.  '*  Submit  yourselves  unto  God.*' 
Condescend  to  be  saved  through  grace,  and  not  of  debt. 
Accept  eternal  life  as  the  gift  of  God :  a  gift  wholly  unmer* 
ited,  freely  bestowed  on  you  for  Christ's  sake,  <<  without 
money  and  without  price.'*  Smite  upon  your  breasts,  and 
sayj  ^  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner.''     Contemplate  the 
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saflferings  of  EmmanueL  See  in  them  the  hoIineM  of  hi» 
law  exhibited.  See  in  them  the  fulness  of  his  mercy  dis- 
played.  Strive  to  affect  your  hearts  with  the  thoughts  of 
his  dying  love.  Say,  <  For  me,  for  me,  the  Son  of  God  en- 
dured the  bitter  agony,  the  shameful  cross.  Shall  I  count, 
his  commandments  grievoas  ?  Shall  I  requite  his  love  by 
dishonoring  that  law  which  he  died  to  magnify  i  **l  have 
gone  astray  like  a  sheep  that  is  lost.  O  Lord,  give  me  un- 
derstanding, and  I  shall  keep  thy  law.*^  Help  me  to  tako 
thy  Yoke  upon  me,  for  I  shall  find  it  easy.  **  I  will  run  the 
way  of  thy  commandments*  when  thou  shalt  enlarge  my 
heart.'* 

Upon  the  whole,  in  the  truth  illustrated  in  the  first  clause 
of  the  text,  we  see  exemplified  that  close  connection,  which 
invariably  subsists  between  the  precept  and  the  promise,  be- 
tween the  duty  and  the  privilege.  Take  my  Yoke  upon 
you,  for  my  Yoke  is  easy.  Comply  with  the  precept,  and 
you  shall  experience  the  truth  of  the  promise.  The  abun* 
dance  of  your  peace  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  sincerity 
and  extent  of  your  obedience.  The  more  heaKily  yon  ap- 
ply your  necks  to  the  Yoke,  the  lighter  shall  you  find  it. 
^  Be  not  then  like  to  the  horse  and  mule  which  have  no  un- 
derstanding, whose  mouths  must  be  held  with  bit  and  bridle.*^ 
Be  nof  as  a  bollock  unaccustomed  to  the  Yoke.*^  Attempt  . 
not  to  ease  your  shoulder  by  drawing  back  from  the  pres- 
sure. Be  patient.  Be  faithful.  Press  forward  earnestly 
in  the  path  assigned  to  you.  Follow  the  Lord  fiilly.  ^  He 
shall  feed  you  in  a  grecift  pasture,  and  lead  you  forth  beside 
the  waters  of  comfort.  You  shall  delight  yourselves  in  the 
law  of  the  Lord,  and  in  keeping  his  commandments,  shall 
have  great  reward.^ 
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SERMON  XXXIV- 

Christ^s  Barden  a  Light  Burden* 

MATTHEW)    xL    30. 

Formy  Tokt  is  easy,  and  my  Burden  is  tight. 

IN  a  former  diteonrsc  on  these  words,  I  ad- 
dncisd  them  as  containing  a  correct  and  faithfal  delineatioQ 
of  the  nature  of  tme  religion.  In  this  reqpect  thej  ara 
liighly  important  They  neither  allore,  by  a  specious  ex- 
Iiibition  of  the  pleasures  which  accompany  Christianity,  nor 
discourage  by  exaggerated  representations  of  its  attendant 
difficulties.  They  paipt  the  service  of  Christ  in  its  native 
<:olors,  as  it  really  is ;  a  service  not  exempt,  on  the  one 
hand,  from  trial  and  restraint^  nor  destitute  on  the  other^ 
of  consolations  and  delights  peculiarly  its  own«  Though  it 
be  a  Yoke,  it  is  an  easy  Yoke.  Though  it  be  a  Burden,  it 
is  a  light  Burden.  In  this  view  we  have  already  consid- 
ered the  former  clause  of  the  text.  I  now  proceed,  in  a 
similar  view^  to  propose  the  latter  to  your  consideration. 
*'  My  Burden  is  light.'' 

The  servants  of  Christ  have  not  only  a  yoke  whick  they 
must  carry,  they  have  a  Burden  also  which  they  must  bear. 
'What  does  this  expression  mean  ?  What  is  the  Burden 
^hich  Christ  imposes  on  his  peo[de  ? 

Generally  we  may  understand  the  term  to  imply,  all 
those  peculiar  sufferings,  labors,  and  aflUctlons,  to  which  his 
service  exposes  those  who  follow  it.     It  cannot  be  denied,  it 
need  not  be  dissembled,  that  the  servants  of  Christ  are  cal- 
led to  encounter  many  heavy  trials,  trom  which  other  per- 
sons are  free.     The  very  images,  under  which  Christianity 
is  pourtrayed  in  Scripture,  strikingly  convey  this  truth.     It 
is  described  as  a  ^^  narrow  way.''     It  is  characterized  as  a 
Toce,  a  wrestling,  a  warfare  ;  doubtless  in  allusion  to  the 
difficulties  and  hardships  with  which  the  serious  profession 
of  it  is  accompanied.     St.  Peter,  when  speaking  to  Chris- 
tUuM   of  their  sufferings^  expressly  tells  them^  that  **  here- 
Voii.  II.  43 
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aato  ttwy  were  called.''*  8t  Paul  aasertB,  thi^  **  thraai^ 
mticb  tribolatuHi  we  must  enter  into  tbe  kingdom  of  God.*^! 
Christ  bimaelf  affirms^  **  Whosoerer  does  not  bear  my  crosa^ 
and  come  after  me»  eanaot  be  my  dHadfUJ^^ 

But  it  may  be  asked,  in  what  particulars  tbe  Burden  eC 
Christ  more  especially  consists  ?  I  reply, 

1st  In  the  daily  coidUct  which  tbe  Christian  malntaiaa 
with  tbe  sin  that  dwelleth  in  him.  The  power  of  sia  in  bis 
heart,  though  broken,  is  not  utterly  destroyed.  The  body 
of  deatby  though  condemned  and  crucified,  still  continues  to 
defile,  to  impede,  to  harass  Mm.  Too  often  does  he 
find  reason  to  lame^t  that  he  cannot  do  i)i^  things  wfaidi 
he  would  ;  tbat  **  vheu  he  would  do  good,  evil  ia  piiesspt  Itilfc 
him.''  Too  oCten  hm  be  occasion  to  complftin#  that  tbopgh 
be  <<  delights  in  the  law  of  God  after  the  iaward  mf^Hi  ytt 
he  sees  another  law  in  his  roeaibers  warring  agaiaslt  tbe  \mw 
of  his  mindf  aad  bringing  him  into  captivity  to  tb»  biw  qf 
sin,  which  is  ii|  h'm  members.''^  Corrupt  pn^M|iitie% 
which  have  long  since  seemed  to  be  Weakened,  op  even  uttecr 
ly  subdued,  at  timiBs  resume  their  wonted  force^  and  oast  JuQpt 
many  a  painful  struggle :  while  deadaess  of  beaK  to  ^ 
tilings  of  God,  coldness  of  spirilual  affectiona,  wandering 
tbooghta  in  prayer,  and  numerous  unallowed  traMgreaamnei 
which  escape  all  human  observation,  fill  him  with  oo^fioctr 
ed  shamOf  and  oppress  bis  bosom  with  real  sorrow. 

2.  In  the  Ikostile  treatment  which  the  Chrtetian  eaqieri- 
cnces  from  the  world.  It  is  tiie  declaration  of  unenrtng 
truth,  that  ''  all  that  wiU  live  godly  in  Cbrisl  Jeaua  ahaU 
su&r  persecution."!!  Let  tliis  declaration  bowevei:  he  u»« 
derstood  in  a  qualified  sense.  It  is  not  intended  iMt  erety 
true  disciple  of  Christ  is  necessarily  called  to  sed  bis  faith 
with  his  blood,  to  be  made  with  the  apostles  a  spectacle  Ha 
men  and  angels.  And  it  must  be  admitted  that  some  of 
that  opposition  and  obloquy  wlucb  Christians  encounter^  ia 
often  provoked  by  their  own  injudicioua  zeal,  indiscreet  sin* 
Ifularities,  and  needlessly  offensive  conduct  At  the  sam^ 
time  tbey  <<  are  uot  of  tlie  world,  therefore  the  world  hatetla 
them."^  Their  views,  tlieir  maxims,  their  principles^  ar% 
so  directly  opposite  to  those,  by  wiiich  tbe  men  of  the  world 
are  actuated,  that  notwithstanding  every  lawful  endeavor  to 
obviate    prejudice  and  to  conciliate  esteem,  that  enmity, 

•  1  retcr.  ii.  21.       t  Acts,  adv.  W.   t  Luke,  xiv.  27.     $  Rom.  vii 
21.  22,  23.       II  2  Tim.  iii.  12.       1  John,  xv,  la. 
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^«klA  Wis  «rigin«ily  |Mt  b«ttvMi  tiw 

tti»  seed  6f  the  m'imwC,  wID  Mmfljr  oMtiiiae  t<>  opmla 

AintrMyoreirctfttiMincesiAiiy  troncarto  tnwHfy,  todiMcU 

if  to  r«^raiti  its  operations ;  but  still  it  wilt  occasimsltf 

iMRk  kftfb,  teid  betray  the  luf  kh^  vtmom^     In  bensficM 

tesigns  perrersely  thwarted ;  in  motiVtv  ttlsi«>iNmente4 1 

in  ^^ditdod  tei^hly  judged,  and  mtoharitably  eenstired  ;  in 

mityhiK  appellaliofis,  wantorily  and  tepfoiK^fafuUy  appHsd; 

Wi  Cltt4iMan  will  iexperiendB  the  hatrsd  and  oppmitbo  of 

tut  wortdi     Even  if  resort  b6  not  had  to  weapotra  moM 

t^n  and  tM^ut,  the  malteioiis  satrasin,  or  ibe  insalttef 

M^n  win  ^t  times  ex«reise  his  putience^  and  eipose  bis 

IftHltiide  to  trial. 

8.  In  the  chastening  which  the  Christian  recilv^s  ft*oiA 

Ms  beavehlj  Hasten     <<  Whom  the  Lord  foreth  ht  chasi* 

ttrnki^h  snd  soourgeth  ^4i^  so*  wb<Mti  he  reeei  vetb.'^    Tbft 

Ohriatian  is  a  scholar,  wham  Christ  is  training  np  for  fti^ 

%Mrt  gtoy.     Already  he  is  a  par«i|luir  of  the  dKvine  natars  t 

Ihe  seed  is  sown  in  his  heart ;  biiC%nioch  care  and  manage- 

iMtit  at^  requisite  to  hting  it  to  matnrity.    Already,  he  is 

^  bom  again  of  the  Sjltrit  ;^'  but  much  painfiil  discipline  irtuat 

kto  endured,  before  tlie  ni^W-born  babe  ^<  shall  come  anto  a 

l^lte'ledt  mm,  nnio  the  niMUMir^  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness 

tf  Clirilit''     Hence  severe  MHikes,  hence  afflkting  dlspen- 

ctatlons  becofne  necessary  instruments  in  the  hand  of  the 

Ij&td  for  correcting  and  pt^vlng  his  servants ;  for  etercis- 

ihg  mtd  strengtbeniiftg  tlietr  graces ;  for  weaning  their  al- 

fl^iati  tMin  the  wbrld  ;  and  foir  gradually  fitting  their  soois 

for  that  glorious  inheritance  which  he  has  prepared  for  them^ 

Hath  is  the  Burden  which  Christ  imposes  on  bis  follow- 

eM«     And  is  this  a  light  fiutslen?  Is  d«Uy  cesfAtct  widi 

i#n9  te  hosHie  treateent  ttom  the  world,  is  chtoteaing  from 

the  huid  of  the  Lord  k  weight  easy  to  be  borne  7  Do  these 

ttccmaidated  trials  constitute  only  a  light  Bui^ea  ? 

Yet  Christ  avers  in  the  text,  "  My  fturden  is  light.*^ 
Mbyt  <^fin  we  reconcile  these  seciming  inconsistencies  ?  As 
the  y6fca  of  Christ  is  ^i^  ill  compfltrison  with  tliose  yokeSt 
«tae  of  which  hmst  otherwise  he  boi^ne ;  so  is  his  Burden 
ll^t  in  coinparison  with  other  ^rdens^  to  whioh  thbse  whb 
Mjtet  this  Burden  are  exposed. 

The  Burden  of  Christ  is  light  when  oottpia*ed  wlti|  t||B 
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Burdes  of  unparddned  sift  in  another  woiid.  Faiat  At  pn^ 
ent  imtflt  be  our  cxMiceptions  of  the  inratterahle  angaiah  •««• 
dured  by  those  wretched  spiritSf  on  whom  the  ditine  ven- 
geance is  poured  out  without  restraint  QoA  forhidy  mj 
brethren^  that  we  should  ever  know  it  by  experieaee !  Thi 
Scriptures  represent  it  bj  the  most  frightful  inages.  Wa 
are  told  that  **  the  wicked/'  those  who  die  impeiiileat  mi 
unpardoned.  ^*  are  turned  into  bell;*'  that  they  ^'go«way 
into  everiasting  punishment ;''  that  <^  (hey  have  no  rest  day 
nor  night/'*  The  Lord  <«  hath  laid  them  in  the  lowest 
pit,  in  a  place  of  darkness,  and  in  the  deep.  His  ia^ 
dignatioQ  lieth  bard  upon  them,  and  he  vexeth  them  with 
all  his  storms."  Not  the  heaviest  trials  to  whieh  the  CiMPis- 
ttan  is  exposed,  are  to  be  compared  with  the  torments  whick 
these  miserable  souls  endure.  How  light  would  th^  es« 
teem  the  Burden  of  Christ  in  comparison  with  those  chaina 
of  darkness  in  which  they  are  reserved  unto  the  judgment 
of  the  great  day  !  Were  ^t' possible  that  time  pa$t  could  ba 
recalled ;  were  it  possibliB  that  o^ers  could  be  made  to  tbeai 
of  once  more  inhabiting  this  earth,  op  the  express  corny  tiott 
of  their  becoming  the  servants  of  Christ,  would  they  decline 
his  service  because  of  the  fiufferings  attached  to  it  ?  Woidd 
they  prefer  their  present  torments  to  his  Burden  2  Nagr 
father  with  what  transports  of  gratitude  and  joy  would  thej 
^brace  the  offered  mercy  ;  even  though  they  were  assured^ 
that,  fhim  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  they  should  enconnte^ 
the  most  powerful  conflicts  with  sin  ;  the  utmost  malice^ 
scorn,  and  persecution  from  mankind  |  and  the  most  sevei^ 
and  afflicting  corrections  from  their  heavenly  Master* 

The  Burden  of  Christ  is  light,  compared  with  the  Bmu 
den  of  unpardoned  sin,  ^v^n  in  this  world.  Ohserve  the 
man  \vhom  the  Lord  hath  *^  ipade  to  possess  his  (braiar  ia^ 
iquities."  What  an  intolerable  |oad  i^  he  doomed  toca^ry! 
^*  He  groans  indeed,  being  burdened."  Py  day,  by  94s1k|» 
fn  solitude,  in  company,  he  $nds  no  rest  to  his  souK  He 
flies  to  pleasure ;  he  plunges  into  huaifiess  :  but  pleasure  h^ 
lost  its  charms  ;  business  Cf^n  engage  n^  lopger.r  The  sense 
of  guilt  still  fdlows  him^  The  wri^th  of  his  qflended  GoA 
hangs  heavy  upon  him,  and  depresses  his  spirit  with  an  al- 
most insupportable  sadness*  How  fittingly  does  Dfivid  dqiict 
the  niisery  of  such  a  state.     <<  Thine  arrows,  O  lArAf  sti^cl^ 

f  Paslm,  ix.  \7.   ^^  xxv,  U.   Rev.  idv.  IT. 
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bei  in  md,  and  thjr  bud  pveaseth  rae  sore.  There  is  no 
soiiiMliiess  in  mj  flesh,  because  of  thine  anger ;  neither  is 
tkere  any  rest  in  nijr  bones,  because  of  my  sin.  For  mine 
laiqiutieB  are  gone  over  my  head,  as  an  heavy  burden  they 
are  too  heavy  for  me.  I  am  troubled,  I  am  bowed  down 
gi^atly,  I  go  moorning  all  the  day  long.""**"  Propose  to  a 
lefBOQ  thus  heavy  laden  with  a  sense  of  sin  and  wrath,  pro* 
jeae  to  him  to  exchange  his  Burden  for  that  which  the 
Chrialian  undergoes ;  will  he  reject  the  proposal  ?  Will  he 
ary,  *  The  remedy  which  you  ofler  is  worse  than  the  dis- 
ease V  No.  *  Welcome  sufibrings,  welcome  trials ;  if  my 
eina  are  bot  forgiven*  Compared  with  the  load  which  I  en- 
dare^  any  Burden  will  be  light  O  Lord,  remove  thy  stroke 
away  from  me  ;  bind  up  my  broken  heart ;  heal  my  wound- 
ed spirit ;  impose  on  me  whatever  weight  thy  wisdom  may 
appoint ;  and  I  will  patiently  and  thankfully  submit.* 

But  the  burden  of  Christ  is  not  only  light  in  comparison 
with  other  Burdens,  it  is  made  light  in  itself  to  those  who 
bear  it.  The  ^eal  pressure  of  a  load  is  to  be  ascertained, 
Aot  by  its  intrinsic,  but  by  its  relative  weight.  It  is  heavy 
er  it  is  light,  in  pn^ilion  tQ  the  degree  of  strength  applied 
to  it.  The  same  Burden  under  which  a  child  would  sink, 
%  nan  will  siistain  without  inconvenience.  What  then  is 
tiiecase  with  the  Christian  2  Is  he  called  to  peculiar  trials  ? 
Pecaliar  supports  are  vouchsafed  to  him.  Is  his  Burden 
Iteavy  2  Proportionate  strength  is  imparted  to  him^  Weak 
ia  bimsdl^  he  is  ^*  strong  in  the  grace  which  is  in  Christ 
Jeaua."!  Exposed  to  afflictions  from  which  others  arc  ex- 
empt, lie  experiences  a  source  of  joy,  with  which  others  are 
VMcquainted.  **  As  the  sufferings  of  Christ  abound  in  him, 
ao  hie  consolation  also  aboundetb  by  Christ*':!^  The  en- 
conrai^ng  sense  of  the  presence  and  favor  of  bis  heavenly 
Liord ;  the  gracious  promises  of  assistance  and  support ;  the 
esqperieace  of  mercies  already  received ;.  the  love  of  God 
died  abroad  in  his  heart  by  the  Holy  Spirit  which  is  given 
-Mto  him ;  the  cheering  prospect  of  a  glorious  termination 
to  all  his  difficulties  ;  the  animating  conviction  that  his 
present  conflicts  will  eventually  work  tc>gether  for  his  own 
Haodf  and  for  the  more  perfect  manifestation  of  the  power 
Mt0  lionor  of  bis  divine  Redeemer ;  all  these  enlivening  cor- 
4ijde  contrlbate  to  revive  his  drooping  spirits,  and  to  inspire 

♦  Psalm,  xxxviK.  2,  3,  4»  5,  6.       f  2  Tim.  ii.  1,       %  ?  Cor.  i,  S. 
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liiai  witti  renovated  vigof  ftir  the  cdtttest.  '^LoakHij;  ttiltot 
Jesus,'^  be  not  only  ^  nit»  with  patience  the  kMethit  %i  net 
before  him/^  but  with  his  Messed  Muster,  be  ^  ehdillM  Mm 
cross,  despising  the  shame :''  With  Moses,  be  ^'ehooies  to 
suffer  affliction  with  the  people  of  God  :*'  with  81;  Jame^ 
he  **  counts  them  happy  which  endure  :''  with  fit.  PanU  b# 
*^  is  joyful  in  tribulation ;  glories  in  bis  infirmifies,  that  the 
power  of  Christ  nMiy  rest  upon  him  |  takes  t)leasure  in  Intttv 
mities,  in  reproaclies,  in  necessities,  in  persectttions^  in  dls^ 
tresses,  for  Christ's  sake.^'*^  Where  is  now  his  Burden? 
Is  it  heavy  ?  Does  he  feel  it  ?  Does  he  lament  ltd  weight  ? 
^  No,'  ho  replies  ;  '*  troubled  on  hxtry  side,  I  am  not  dis- 
tressed ;  peqilexed,  I  am  not  in  despair ;  for  my  light  af«> 
flictioD,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  me  a  fkr 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ;  while  I  look- 
not  at  the  things  which  are  seen,  but  at  the  things  whidr 
are  not  seen :  for  the  things  whtcli  are  seen  are  temporal^ 
but  the  things  which  are  mi  seen  are  etemal/'f 

Such  is  the  view  of  religion  exhibited  in  the  latter  claifie 
of  the  text.  The  practical  uses  to  which  it  may  be  appli- 
ed are  numerous  and  important  I  proceed  to  select  some 
lew  for  our  correction  and  edification. 

There  may  be  some  of  you  who  take  offence  at  religiM^ 
because  of  the  unpromising  aspect,  which  in  your  eyes  it  as- 
sumes. You  i*cgard  tlie  service  of  Christ  as  a  hard  service  ; 
a  service  which  imposes  on  you  many  painfhl  labors,  and  offbrs 
no  adequate  return  of  profit,  of  pleasure  of  advancemefnt. 
Whence  do  you  derive  such  notions  7  Are  they  authorised  ky 
the  won|  of  God  ?  Are  they  sanctioned  by  the  declaratious  of 
those,  who  arc  best  qualified  to  decide  the  question  ?  The 
divine  Author  of  Christianity  liimself  asserts,  **  My  Burden 
is  light.*'  The  universal  experience  of  his  fcdlowers  con- 
curs in  maintaining  the  assertion.  Who  are  most  common- 
ly the  persons  that  speak  evil  of  the  way  of  Christ,  but  such 
as  themselves  have  never  made  trial  of  that  way?  Nay^ 
how  many  even  of  these  have  erentuaHy  been  Compelled  iff 
acknowledge,  that  the  load  under  which  they  labor  is  fa^ 
less  tolerable  than  the  Biirden  which  Christians  b^r  ?  At 
the  awful  hour  of  death  truth  is  likely  to  predominate. 
With  eternity  in  view,  tlic  little  objwts  wliich  formerly  en- 
grossed attention  lose  their  importance.     What  then,  in  that 

•  Heb.  xii.  12.    xi.  25.   James,  v.  11.    2  Cor.  vii  4.    x'li.  9,  10. 
t  2  Cor.  iv.  8.  ir,  18. 
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KoleiBii  CBiBon^  has  been  Uie  usual  laNgqage  of  oiankind  1 
Hare  my  of  those  wto  have  chosen  Christ  for  their  portion 
l«^ntod  of  tbeir  choice  ?  Have  they  regretted  the  time  as 
waatfd  and  Euafieot}  which  they  have  employed  in  his  ser- 
vice i  Have  th^  lamented  that»  in  placing  their  hairiness 
m  reUfion,  they  have  grasped  only  at  the  shadow^  and  have 
loot  the  aubstance  2  On  the  contrary^  have  tbey  not  uniform- 
ly tfiatified^  that  '<  the  yoke  of  Christ  is  easy,  and  his  Bar- 
im  Ught ;"  that  ^  km  ways  wee  ways  of  pleasantness,  and 
all  his  filths  Rre  peace  ?"  Can  attestations  equally  decisive, 
oan  atlaita:ttaas  possessed  of  any  semblance  of  authority,  be 
9d4ipcad  ip  favor  of  tl%e  paths  which  you  bare  chosen  7  Are 
tins^  paths  es^eoipt  from  every  Burden  7  My  brethren,  un- 
dorstajid  the  question  fully.  Sin  has  a  Burden  as  well  as 
Christ  If  J0U  refiise  to  bear  the  one,  you  must  endure  the 
otber.  Which  do  you  prefer  7  Which  do  you  deem  wiH 
prove  in  the  end  the  lighter  weight  7  Had  you  ever  felt  the 
Anrdea  of  unpardoned  sin  7  I  need  not  ask  the  question. 
<^  A  voooded  spirit  who  can  bear  7"  Who  f'  can  dwell  with 
eferiaatiiv  bormngs  7'^  While  their  is  time,  amend  your 
i^oice.  '  ¥lee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  Close  with  the 
merctfid  ofiers  of  the  GespeK  Choose  Christ  for  your  por- 
tlM  ;  yoQ  shall  taste  that  lie  is  gracious.  Make  trial  of 
hia  wiiya;  yos  shall  find  them  to  be  pleasant  Take  his 
Bcirdra  on  yon ;  you  shall  feel  it  to  be  light 

Bat  are  Uiere  not  others  among  yon  who  imbibe  a  con- 
trary eiTor ;  who  are  eagerly  setting  forward  in  a  religious 
caarae,  without  any  just  apprehensions  of  the  difficulties 
which  attend  it  7  Allured  by  t)ie  flattering  representations, 
which  an  injudicious  zeal  too  frequently  obtrudes,  which  a 
warm  imagination  too  readily  credits,  you  look  forward  to 
nothing  hot  to  pleasure  and  delight.  You  expect  no  troubles, 
you  fear  no  dangers.  Conflict  witli  sin,  opposition  from  the 
world,  chastening  from  the  Lord,  are  interruptions  to  your 
peace,  of  which  you  entertain  no  8iis{ucion.  **  Our  sun  will 
no  more  go  down,  neither  will  our  moon  withdraw  itself.** 
May  the  truth  which  has  been  illusti*ated,  correct  these  un- 
s^riptural  expectations  t  May  it  lead  you  to  form  a  proper 
conception  of  the  patlis  on  which  you  are  entering !  My 
brethren,  recollect  that  *^  the  way  of  life  Is  a  narrow  way.** 
If  you  are  the  servants  of  Chri^  there  is  a  burden  which 
you  must  bear.    Think  not,  however^  that  by  stating  thesi 
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unpalatable  truths,  I  mean  to  discourage  your  attempts,  or 
to  check  your  progress.  As  a  faithful  monitor,  I  would 
put  you  in  remembrance  of  the  things  which  belong  to  your 
peace.  I  would  prevent  that  bitter  disappointment  In  which 
your  present  mistaken  views  must  infallibly  terminate.  X 
would  spare  you  the  shame  and  grief  which  must  ensue,  ft, 
disheartened  by  unexpected  difficulties,  you  should  turn  your 
barks  in  the  day  of  battle ;  if,  after  having  begun  In  the 
spirit,  you  should  at  last  end  in  the  flesh.  Sit  down  then 
and  count  the  cost.  Be  prepared  for  conflict  Be  ready 
to  *^  endure  hardness  as  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ.^ 
"Was  not  the  captain  of  your  salvation  made  perfect  througit 
suiTering  ?  "  He  entei^ed  not  into  glqry,  but  first  he  suflfered.*^ 
Without  first  sharing  his  sufferings,  can  you  expect  to  share 
liis  g^ory  ?  **  Beloved,  think  it  not  strange  concerning  the 
fiery  trial  which  is  to  try  you,  as  though  some  strange 
thing  happened  unto  you  ;  but  rejoice  in  as  much  as  ye  are 
partakers  of  Chrisf  s  suflferings."  Remember  that  the  pre- 
sent happiness  which  the  Gospel  promises  consists  not  in 
exemption  ttom  troubled,  but  in  support  and  consolation  un- 
der them.  Are  you  called  to  bear  the  Burden  and  heat  of 
the  day  ?  <*  Be  not  weary  and  faint  in  your  minds.** 
Though  you  may  be  heavy  laden,  you  shall  not  be  overcome. 
The  presence  of  your  gracious  Master  shall  sweeten  your 
toil.  His  strength  shall  sustain  your  weakness.  In  the 
end  you  shall  <*  be  more  than  conquerors  through  him  that 
loVeth  you.'* 

But  while  the  servants  of  Christ  may  expect  to  partake 
of  the  afflictions  which  that  senice  entails,  let  us  not  hastt- 
ly  conclude  that  every  afliiction  which  befals  us  is  an  indis- 
putable evidence  of  our  interest  in  Christ.  Be  not  deceived. 
Tou  may  bear  a  Burden,  and  may  call  it  the  Burden  of 
Christ  ?  wliile,  in  fact,  it  has  no  pretensions  to  that  name. 
Not  every  conflict  with  sin,  not  every  act  of  opposition  from 
the  world,  not  every  chastening  fi'om  the  Lord,  will  evince 
you  to  be  the  true  servants  of  Clirist.  There  may  be  much 
stnig.i^ling  about  sin,  in  the  mind,  where  there  is  no  real 
principle  of  lioliness  in  the  heart.  Few  persons  ai^e  so  har- 
dened in  wickedness,  as  not  occasionally  to  be  troubled 
with  convictions  of  guilt  The  voice  of  reason  will  be  heard 
and  though  it  be  ultimately  silenced,  will  for  a  time  create 
disturbance  in  the  soul.     And  this  struggle,  between  corrupt 
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itodiMitioiis  ra  the  one  aide»  and  the  dictates  of  natural  coa^ 
acieace  on  the  other,  is  freqaeotly  mistaken  for  the  conflict 
hetween  the  flefth  and  the  spirit.  •  But  the  hypocrisy  of  such 
characters  may  be  easily  detected.  Their  resistance  against 
mn  ist  at  the  b^  only  partial  and  temporary.  At  the  bottom, 
they  favor  the  iniquity  which  they  profess  to  oppose^  While 
they  contend  against  one  sin,  they  are  allowedly  practising 
Mother.  While  they  strive  to  suppress  sin  in  their  out- 
vrard  ceaduct,  they  secretly  indidge  it  in  the  heart.  But 
such  a  conflict  forms  no  part  of  the  Borden  of  Cbristb  My 
brethren,  is  your  conflict  with  sin  of  a  different  nature  i  Is 
It  universal  7  Is  it  unremitted  7  Do  you  strive  against  ail 
ain  7  Do  you  seek  to  subdue  sin  in  your  thoughts  as  well  as 
in  your  lives  7  Do  you  pray  against  it  7  Do  you  watch 
against  it  7  Do  you  avoid  every  temptation  to  it  7  Tliese 
are  the  marics  by  which  you  must  determine  your  state. 

Do  yon  encounter  <q;iiiosition  from  the  World  7  Examine 
the  grodnds  from  which  this  opposition  atiises.  Is  it  not 
provoked  by  your  own  indiscretion  or  obstinacy,  by  your 
«^govemable  passions,  by  your  unchristian  tempers  7  Call 
it  not  in  this  case  the  Burden  of  Christ  '*  Blessed''  (says 
oar  Lord,)  ^  Blessed  are  ye  when  m^n  shaH  revile  you,  and 
persecute  yon,  And  speak  all  manner  of  evil  against  you 
iaisely  for  my  sake.''  But  before  you  assume  this  bless- 
«dneas  as  your  own,  consider  whether  you  are  justly  ontt- 
tied  to  it.  Men  may  speak  evil  i^ainst  you.  But  is  it 
Jabehff  Have  you  not  merited  the  censures  which  they  cast 
OB  you  i  Too  may  be  reviled  and  persecuted.  But  is  it 
9om  Chbist's  sake  i  The  apostle  reminds  us,  that  to 
•affer  as  a  Christian  is  a  far  different  tiling  from  8uS);rtng 
^<  as  a  murderer^  or  as  a  thief,  or  as  an  evil  doer,  or  as  a 
bnay  body  in  other  men's  matters.''* 

Are  yon  chastened  of  the  Lord  7  Presume  not  on  this 
single  evidence.  Numbers  are  chastened  of  the  Lord,  whom 
he  owns  not  for  his  chfldren.  It  is  not  merely  receiving 
correction  that  wiH  prove  your  adoption  into  the  family  ot 
Ood.  With  wliat  dispositions  do  you  receive  it  7  Do  jtm. 
anbmit  to  it  with  patience  7  Do  you  endure  it  with  resigna- 
tion te  the  will  of  your  Heavenly  Father  7  Do  you  wilK 
gratitude  and  thankfulness  kiss  the  red  as  a  mark  iiTbis^  jft^ 

•  1  Peter,  W.  1% 
Vol*  H.^  44 
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tntial  mercy  ?  Can  yoa  say  froo^  the  heart  with  pious  EB^ 
**  It  is  the  Lord  ;  let  him  do  what  seemeth  hiili  good  :'^  or 
with  a  greater  than  Elif  **  0  my  Father,  if  this  cap  may 
not  pass  from  me,  except  I  drink  it,  thy  wiH  be  done  ?'^  Are 
yoa  more  desiroos  to  have  your  atlictioiis  saactified,  than  to 
ha?e  them  removed  ?  Is  it  the  laagaage  of  your  mnU  *  Lord^ 
chasten  me  for  my  profit,  that  I  may  be  partaker  of  thy 
holiness  V  Let  these  inqoiries  be  seriously  applied  to  tte 
heart ;  and  may  the  Lord  give  you  grace  to  discover  whetb^ 
er  tlie  Burden  which  you  bear,  be  liis  Burden  or  not ! 

Lastly,  the  subject  uttder  contemplation  very  forciUy  in- 
culcates the  exercise  of  mutual  tenderness,  forbearance,  and 
support  My  Christian  brethren,  ai*e  ytiu  aU  oonstrained 
to  bear  part  of  the  same  Burden  ?  Let  fellowship  in  suffer*. 
Ings  excite  in  you  sympathy  of  affections.  Partakers  of 
the  same  afflictions,  *<  be  ye  all  of  one  mind,  having  com- 
passion one  of  another.*'  Taught  by  experiiiece  to  la- 
ment the  deceitfiilnes^  and  desperate  wickedness  of  tbe  ha- 
man  heart,  be  not  severe  in  judging  and  condemtdng  oMwrs; 
Magnify  not  evevj  inadvertence,  of  which  they  BMiy  bm 
guilty,  into  a  wilful  transgression.  Brand  not  every  false 
step,  wbich  they  may  happen  to  take,  as  a  mark  of  hyjM^ 
risy.  Extend  to  them  that  flivorabie  indulgence,  which  yon 
claim  for  Yourselves.  ^  Bear  ye  one  another's  Bitt^dena, 
and  so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ.*'  Encountering  yooraelves 
opposition  from  the  world,  and  **  knowing  that  the  samia 
afflictions  are  accomplished  in  your  brethren,"  add  not  to  the 
height  wbich  they  endure,  by  unfneudly  behavior  or  un- 
charitable language.  Imitate  not  the  conduct  which  you  af- 
fect to  deplore.  Chastened  youi^ves  of  the  Lord,  learn  to 
pity  them  that  are  chastened.  Pi*ay  for  them.  Strengthen 
tbcni.  Comfort  them.  Break  not  the  bruised  reed.  Queaek 
not  the  smoking  fiax.  Let  identity  of  inter^i^  of  trida,  of 
feelings,  swallow  up  all  triling  differences.  Trarelttng  the 
same  road,  exposed  to  the  same  diflkulties,  ^  see  that  ye  fall 
not  out  by' the  way."  By  jedousies^  by  animosities,  by  divi- 
Btotis,  increase  not  your  own  load,  aggravate  not  each  other's 
Burden.  '^  Love  as  brethren  ;  be  pitiful,  be  courteous,  en* 
dcavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  ia  the  bond  of 
peace."  Ind  *^  may  the  Lord  of  peace  himself  p\t  you 
|>cace  always  by  all  means  !" 
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SERMON  XXXV. 


The  Danger  of  a  WorMlj  Spirit,  lUustrated  in  the  History 

of  Lot* 

OBlfE8I8«  xix.  29. 

JindUeame  to  jnw,  when  Ood  destrayedthe  cities  of  the  plains 
thai  Ood  remembered  Mrahdm^  and  sent  Lot  out  of  the 
mubf  tf  the  overthrow f  when  he  overthrew  the  dHes  in 
whi(Ji  Lot  dwdU 

ONE  great  excellence  of  the  sacred  writings 
is  the  pleasing  and  interesting  manner  in  which  they  con- 
vey iDstmction.  Calling  to  their  aid  not  precept  only»  but 
example,  they  set  before  us  living  pictures  of  the  truth; 
and  thus,  by  the  events  and  characters  recorded  in  them, 
illttstrate  and  enforce  the  doctrines  whicli  they  inculcate. 
Hence  the  historical  part  of  the  Old  Testament  is  to  be 
Tiewed  not  merely  as  a  narrative  of  facts,  which  we  are  re- 
hired to  credit ;  but  as  a  collection  of  practical  imforma- 
tion,  which  we  are  to  study  for  our  improvement.  ^*  All 
these  things''  (says  St  Paul,  speaking  of  the  judgments 
which  befel  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness,)  **  All  these 
things  happened  unto  them  for  ensamples ;  and  they  are 
written  for  our  admonition,  upon  whom  the  ends  of  the 
world  are  come.*'* 

The  chapter,  from  which  the  text  is  taken,  abounds  with 
much  important  instruction  of  this  kind.  It  sets  before  us 
one  of  the  most  awful  and  signal  instances  of  the  destructive 
Tengeance  of  Grod,jwhich  occur  in  tlie  history  of  man*  The 
cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  all  the  neighboring  coun- 
try, with  their  inhabitants,  cattle,  and  various  productions, 
were  suddenly  and  irrecoverably  destroyed.  For  ^'the 
Lord  rained  fire  and  brimstone  upon  them  out  of  heaven, 
and  overthrew  them ;  and  the  smoke  of  the  country  went 
up  as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace.'*  Do  we  inquire  the  cause 
of  this  dreadful  judgment  ?  It  was   Sin.     **  The   men  of 

♦  1  Cor.  X.  11. 
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dc^ioni  were  wicked  and  sinners  before  tlie  Lord  exceeding' 
Ij.^^  Oody  bj  ills  prophet  EzelcleU  has  given  osthis  f«r- 
tber  account  of  their  sin.  **  Behold  this  was  the  Iniquity 
of  Sodom  :  pride*  fulness  of  breads  and  abundance  of  idleocM 
was  in  her,  and  in  her  daughters ;  neither  did  she  streng* 
then  the  hand  of  the  poor  and  needj  ;  and  they  were  haugh- 
ty and  committed  abomination  before  me  :  therefore  I  took 
them  away  as  I  saw  good.'^*  They  flourished  in  temporal 
prosperity :  they  lived  in  affluence  and  ease ;  their  land 
was  to  a  very  extraordinary  decree  fertile,  **  well  watered 
every  where  even  as  tlie  garden  of  the  Lord/'  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  they  became  proud,  profane,  and  sensual. 
Tl)ey  were  full,  and  forgat  God ;  abandoned  themseJves  to 
fleshly  lusts ;  and  plunged  without  restraint  into  the  most 
abominable  excesses.  Such  is  at  all  times  the  natural  e& 
feet  of  that  worldly  prosperity,  which  we  arc  so  prone  to 
covet.  Prosperity  hardens  the  heart,  deadens  the  con- 
^icnce,  and  lulls  tho  mind  into  carnal  ease  and  indolence. 
And  where  there  is  abundance  of  idleness,  there  will  soon  be 
abundance  of  sin.  How  cheerfully  then  should  we  bear, 
und  even  welcome  adversity  !  How  constantly  should  we 
remember  that  worldly  disappointments  may  prove  the 
greatest  mercies  !  Even  the  curse  of  barrenness,  pronounc- 
ed upon  tlie  earth  in  consequence  of  Adam's  fall,  is  in  i*eali- 
ty  a  blessing.  Man,  instead  of  repining  at  the  laborious 
task  assigped  to  him,  has  reason  to  be  thankful  for  it. 
'^^  In  t|ie' sweat  of  his  face  he  eats  bread  :^  but  ho  is  thaq 
preserved  from  tlie  commission  of  innumerable  sins,  into 
whicli  plenty  and  idleness  would  not  fail  to  hurry  him. 

From  this  signal  destruction  of  thf)  inhabitants  of  Sodom, 
v^o  fcad  of  one  person  whose^jescape  was  no  |ess  remarkable. 
For  pod  sent  his  angel  to  deliver  him  ;  to  warti  him  to  flee 
from  th^  devoted  city,  and  to  bring  him  into  a  ptaqe  of  safe- 
ty-. X^iifl  P^^^on  was  Lot,  the  friend  and  nephew  of  Abra- 
ham. When  the  patriarch,  at  the  command  of  Gk)d,  left  his 
native  |and^  Lot  had  accompanied  him,  and  afterwards  so- 
journed with  him  a  considerable  time.  He  was  a  partakei^ 
also  of  Abraham's  faith  ;  as  St.  Peter  styles  him,  *'  ^  right- 
eous man,"  one,  who  feared  and  worshipped  God ;  one*  whom 
pud  therefore  did  not  suffer  to  perish  with  l^is  wicked  neigh- 
bors ;  but  showed,  by  his  presentation,  that' the  Lord  know- 

*  Ezek.  xvi.  49,  $0, 
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kfa  how  to  deKver  the  godly  out  of  temptation,  as  well  nr 
<'  to  reserve  the  unjust  unto  the  day  of  judgment  to  be  pun- 
ished/' 

But  what  had  so  good  a  man  to  do  in  so  impious  a  city  ? 
Was  ftlthy  Sodom  the  place  in  which  we  should  have  ex- 
pected to  find  the  righteous  Lot  ?  Surely  it  must  have  been 
necessity,  not  choice,  which  fixed  his  residence  there.  Alas  ! 
the  truth  is  neither  to  be  disguised  nor  palliated.  Neither 
In  this  nor  in  any  other  instance,  do  the  Scriptures  attempt 
to  conceal  the  occasional  sins,  and  the  false  steps  of  the  god-* 
ly.  With  undeviating  impartiality  they  recount  the  unbe- 
lief of  Abraham,  the  drunl^enness  of  Noah,  the  adultery  of 
David.  Nor  is  it  without  especial  reason,  that  they  are 
thus  open  and  explicit.  By  these  faithful  exhibitions  of  hu- 
man nature,  when  left  to  itself,  they  teach  us  what  wc  are 
in  ourselves  :  they  shew  tliat  the  most  eminent  saints  stand 
not  by  their  own  strength,  but  solely  by  the  gracious  assist- 
ance of  the  Almighty  :  they  admonish  us  that  if  we  hope 
to  stand  at  all  it  must  be  by  the  same  assistance  |  that  if 
we  for  a  moment  arc  left;  to  our  own  hearts,  we  also  shall 
undoubtedly  fall.  On  the  same  gi*ound  they  set  before  us  the 
criminality  of  t«ot^  in  selecting  Sodom  for  his  i*esidence,  and 
the  worldly  motives  by  which  he  was  actuated  in  this  im- 
proper choice. 

The  flocks  and  herds  of  Abraham  and  Lot  were  by  the 
divine  blessing  so  greatly  multiplied,  that  **  the  land  was 
not  able  to  bear  them,  that  they  might  dwdl  together.*' 
To  remedy  this  inconvenience,  and  to  prevent  the  strife 
which  it  occasioned  between  their  herdsmen,  the  patriarch 
proposed  a  separation  ;  and  with  a  forbearance  and  conde- 
acension  higlily  to  be  praised,  submitted  the  course  which 
they  should  follow  to  Lot's  decision.  **  If  thou  wilt  take 
the  left  iiand,  then  I  will  go  to  the  nght,  and  if  thou  depart 
to  the  right  hand,  then  I  will  go  to  the  left.  And  Lot  lift- 
ed up  his  eyes,  and  beheld  all  tlie  plain  of  Jordan,  that  it 
was  well  watered  every  where,  even  as  the  garden  of  the 
t/Nrd,  like  the  land  of  Egypt  Then  Lot  chose  him  all  the 
plain  of  Jordan,  and  journeyed  east,  and  dwelled  in  the  cit- 
ies of  the  plain,  and  pitched  his  tent  towai-ds  Sodom.  But 
tlie  men  of  Sodom  were  wicked,  and  sinners  before  the  Lord 
exceedingly."*     In  this  ti*ansaction.  Lot  was  clearly  guilty 

♦  Gen.  xiu.  9, 10,  11,  12,  Vk 
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oC  two  great  Cnlte.  As  circanuteiiceft  then  stood,  tie  sbouM 
have  submitted  to  any  worldly  loss,  and  shonld  even  ha%'e 
parted  with  all  hb  cattle  (had  such  a  sacrifice  been  necessa** 
ry)  rather  than  have  separated  from  Abraham*  For  the 
holy  patriarch  was  particularly  dtstin^ished  by  the  (kvor^ 
the  blessing,  and  the  presence  o(  the  Almighty  ;  and  at  a 
time  when  almost  the  whole  world  was  sask  in  ignorance 
and  idcdatry,  '<  He  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  and  called 
apon  the  name  of  the  Lord.'*  IncaknlaUe  mu^  have  been 
the  advantages  of  such  society.  Lot  therefore,  in  leav^ 
ing  Abraham,  and  in  foregoing  the  beneflt  of  bis  religious 
example,  conversation*  and  instructions,  willingly  reU»* 
fuished  a  privilege,  in  comparison  of  which  all  the  treasures 
of  the  world  were  of  no  value. 

But  if  ho  would  separate  himself  from  Abraham,  why 
would  he  go  to  Sodom  I  In  Sodom,  not  only'  were  there  no 
sabbaths,  no  public  ordinances,  no  fear  of  God,  bat  on  the 
contrary,  tlie  most  daring  impiety,  the  most  profane  con* 
tempt  of  God,  the  most  shameful  and  ^testabfe  licentiow- 
ness.  Was  thU  a  place  in  which  a  religious  man  wwdd 
choose  to  settle  ?  To  Sodom  would  he  look  for  connections 
for  his  children,  for  examples  for  his  servants,  for  society 
for  himself  ?  What  were  the  motives  of  this  oiyustifiaUe 
conduct  ?  Worldly  ease  and  interest.  He  considered  not 
the  matter  in  a  religious  light :  But  seeing  the  fmitfulness 
of  the  land,  and  the  abundance  of  the  pasturage,  lie  took  «p 
his  abode,  regardless  of  all  consequences,  in  wicked  and 
idolatrous  Sodom.  Such  policy  could  not  be  attended  witii 
succcsfl.  What  could  he  expected,  but  cither  tliat  he  should 
be  abandoned  of  God  to  tiie  natural  result  of  his  choice ;  or 
that,  if  reclaimed,  he  should  be  reclaimed  by  exemplai*y 
chastisements  ? 

Bat  while  we  clearly  perceive  tlie  fault,  and  condemn  the 
conduct  and  motives  of  Lot  in  this  particular,  are  we  not 
sensible  tliat  there  are  numbers  who  follow  his  example,  sac- 
rifice their  religious  interests  to  their  temporal  advantages, 
and  at  least  run  no  inconsiderable  risk  of  losing  theit* 
immortal  souls,  from  the  foolish  hope  of  providing  something 
better  for  their  {lerishable  bodies  ?  How  little  do  parents  in 
general  consult  for  the  spiritual  good  of  tlieir  children,  in 
comparison  of  their  worldly  interest  In  their  choice  of 
situations,  of  connections,  of  professions,  on,  which  lare  they 
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UKMt  readj  to  llz  ;  on  thoM  whicfa  offer  the  least  tempta- 
tions to  SID,  and  the  greatest  opportunities  of  religions  hn- 
pimieiiienty  or  on  those  which  promise  the  lai-gest  share  of 
ficfaea  and  of  honor?  How  often  do  we  see  persons,  for  the 
aake  of  a  little  woridljr  gain,  preferring  those  callings  and 
employments,  which  lead  them  to  neglect  the  saUmth,  bring 
them  into  the  mosl  pemicioiis  company,  and  expose  their 
sotda  to  the  greatest  danger.  How  frequently  do  we  see 
Aibers,  wHAilly  mnoving  to  a  distance  from  tlie  public  or^ 
dlnances  of  religion,  with  a  view  of  cultivating  their  farm, 
or  of  poshing  their  trade  witli  more  advantage.  How  many 
MTvants  are  tempted  to  forsake  a  truly  Chiistian  master 
fraoi  an  eagerness  to  better  themselves  in  the  worid^  and  to 
seek  for  places  in  wicked  and  irreligious  families,  because 
tbetr  preAt  BMy  be  something  more,  or  their  la^r  a  little 
leas*  Let  all  then,  whatever  be  their  station  Ipitfe,  who 
aet  on  such  principles,  remember  Lot  in  Bodom.  Their 
motives  and  conduct  are  like  his.  Their  intentions  may  be 
good.  So  probably  were  Lot^  They  may  think,  as  per- 
t§fs  be  thought,  that  tliey  shall  escape  the  dangers,  which 
fliey  must  encounter.  But  they  should  recollect,  that  it  is 
one  part  of  the  ChrmCian's  duty,  not  to  lend  himself  into 
temptation :  and  that  he  seldom  tokes  a  false  step  without 
iwving  reason  to  lament  it  in  the  consequences.  Let  us 
inquire  whether  there  be  any  tiling  in  the  sequel  of  Lotfs 
iNstoiy  to  weaken  the  force  of  this  assertion. 

He  soon  liad  reason  to  repent  his  choice.  A  foreign 
army  can»e  up  against  Sodom ;  took  it,  and,  with  tlie  rest 
^  ike  spoil,  swept  away  Lot  and  all  his  goods.  Thus  was 
Ids  own  folly  made  the  instrament  of  chastising  him.  He 
Itad  chosen  Sodom  for  tlie  sake  of  his  cattle  ;  and  now, 
through  that  very  choice,  his  cattle  were  carried  away,  and 
be  himself  was  made  prisoner.  Such  however  was  the  di- 
vine merry,  that  from  this  captivity  he  was  qoickly  deliver^ 
cd  by  the  prompt  cxeKions  of  Abraham,  wlio  armed  liis 
aervanto,  pursued  and  defeated  the  enemy,  f.nd  brought  back 
Lot  and  all  liis  goods.  Wc  should  have  hoped  that  he  had 
now  received  suflktent  warning,  and  that,  being  alarmed  by 
past  calamities,  lie  would  either  have  retumecl  to  li^c  with 
Abraham,  or  at  least  would  ha\e  quiUed  Sodom,  and  sought 
out  another  liabitation.  But  the  same  motives  i^hich  dic- 
tated his  first  choice^  led  biro  to  re|ieat  it ;  and,  though  he 
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hftd  onco  eicfiped  fron  Sodon,  with  angOMiited  kXfy  lie  i^ 
turned  to  it  again. 

For  80«e  time,  we  hear  not  of  any  otttward  intemipti#tt 
to  his  hi^inees.  His  wealthy  it  la  probable,  im^reaML 
Hia  flocks  and  herds  were  midtiplied.  His  scheraes  of 
worldly  prosperity  were  realised.  Was  be  therein  hap- 
py ?  Did  lie  experience  tbe  peace  and  enjoyment  which  he 
had  fondly  promised  to  himseif!  No.  We  have  the  author- 
ity of  an  inspired  writer  for  saying ,  thair*  his  bosom  was  a 
stranger  to  happiness  and  to  peace.  **  He  was  vexed*^  C^syii 
St.  Peter)  <<  with  the  filthy  conversation  of  the  wicked :  fbr 
that  righteous  man  dwelling  among  them,  in  seeing  aad 
liearingy  vexed  his  righteous  soul  from  day  to  day  with  their 
unlawful  deeds.*'*  Slessed  be  the  grace  of  Gh>d,  Lot  re- 
tained his  integrity.  Notwithstanding  his  past  niisconduct» 
tbe  Lordtt^midst  the  general  corruption,  preserved  htm  pore. 
Yet  this  very  blessing  muUaplied  the  sources  of  his  uneasi* 
ness.  The  more  holy  he  was  in  himself,  the  more  shocked 
lie  must  be  by  tbe  impurity  of  his  ungodly  neighbors  :  the 
deeper  his  sense  of  religion  was,  the  deeper  must  have  bs^ 
bis  sorrow  at  their  profanene&s  and  impiety.  The  very  cir* 
cumstance  of  bis  standing  alone  amidst  so  many  thousands^ 
though  in  itself  a  peculiar  favor,  and  a  very  astonidiing  in« 
stance  of  tbe  power  and  grace  of  God,  tended  greaMy  to 
increase  his  diflkulties,  and  to  make  his  trials  heavier.  It 
more  openly  exposed  him  to  the  shafts  of  ridicule  and  re» 
proach ;  probably  betrayed  him  into  many  actions  which  his 
conscience  disapproved ;  and  in  various  waya  checked  hie 
progress,  damped  his  ardor,  and  lessened  bis  comforts  in  i^ 
ligion.  Could  Lot  then  be  happy  i  If  bis  troubles  had  end* 
cd  here,  could  he  have  had  reason  to  be  satisfted  with  the 
choice  which  he  had  made?  Hitberto,  however^  we  have 
stated  only  a  smaU  part  of  his  vexation.  He  liad  to  kuneat 
the  sad  effects  of  bis  criminal  indiscretion  upon  others.  Bi 
saw  his  servants  gradually  growing  like  the  heathen,  mtumg 
whom  they  were  mixed ;  his  children  fimning  irrdigious 
connections  ;  bis  wife  herself  infected. with  the  conl^(ioa  of 
tlie  place.  Here  were  unceasing  causes  of  anxiety  ;  sourc** 
es  of  the  kcciwst  self-rcproacli.  What  comfort  couM  tiie 
multitude  of  his  cattle,  or  the  fertility  of  Ids  pastures,  no# 
afford  him  ?  They  could  not  heal  the  wounds  of  conscience, 

•  2  Peter,  ii.  r,  «. 
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dUttt  iMie  the  voice  ^  rdkctiot.  Thqr  couU  Mt  conpiii, 
pate  for  the  loss  of  domestic  liappinessy  of  roligiGua  conmun* 
iat ,  of  inwafd  peace.  With  what  heart-felt  anguish  ami  re- 
fret  viMiM  he  now  caU  to  mind  the  days  of  beliuess  and  hap- 
pioBea^  which  he  hed  pasaed  in  Abraham's  family !  What 
laaT^iUag  wishes  woald  he  daily  fonm  Ihat  he  had  ne\^r 
aet  his  foot  within  the  walla  of  Sodom !  How  frequently 
MlU  he  loan  to  turn  his  hack  upaa  the  accursed  place  ! 
A«t  Ibii  atop  he  had  neither  the  coiirace  nor  the  power  to 
take.  It  is  much  easier  to  bring  ourselves  into  diflkulties 
than  taesoape  from  them«  It  is  one  of  the  sad  eflTeots  of 
twififressing  the  hoonda  of  doty^  that  it  frequently  bars  iqi 
fir  J^stunk  Lot  bad  entangled  himself  in  Sodom»  but  could 
Mt  extricate  himself.  Many  canses  conspired  to  involve 
Wm^  The  hahto  of  Kfe  which  he  had  contracted^  remain- 
ing affietion  for  his  family,  seine  flattering  hopes  of  yet  be- 
ing afseinriQe  to  theniy  apprehensions  of  the  scorn  and  oblo- 
tfij9  perhaps  of  the  moce  decided  opposition*  which  he  must 
ai^ect  teencewtar^  ail  were  obstacles  to  his  remevaK  To 
fwaecema  them  required  a  de^^e  of  exertion,  to  which  hie 
mind»  dispirited  with  anxiety,  and  weakened  by  indolencOf 
paa  new  uneyiaL  He  felt  his  chains^  but  had  not  strength 
tebn^them. 

Smrdy  a»  yet  we  can  discover  nothing  in  the  history  of 
Iiot  which  can  lead  us  to  envy  his  happiness,  or  can  tempt 
«i  te  prconme  upon  his  example.  The  Lord,  it  is  true, 
etiU  remtambered  his  servant,  and  when  |ie  overthrew  the 
Citieskof  the  plain,  at  the  intercession  of  Abraham,  sent  his 
m^  to  deliyer  Lot*  But  all  the  circumstances  of  that  de« 
Hvetanpa  were  cakulated  to  malce  him  feel  more  deeply  the 
Wly  ef  his  past  misconduct  When  he  heard  the  ward  of 
%»  Lard,  he  believed  it  and  thus  gave  evidence  of  his  faith. 
But  hew  many  a^ictiona  damped  the  joy  of  his  escape ! 
Suddenly  was  he  called  upon  to  leave  the  devoted  city,  te 
firsake  btr  ever  his  houses,  cattlet  land,  and  to  flee  for  his 
life.  Severe  at  last  must  have  bc«n  the  pang  of  s^arsHon 
troai  mimeroua  earU4y  cemfortsi  from  persons  and  places 
lang  (amiliar  to  bis  eyes,  doomed  now  to  cartain  ruin :  per- 
haps foam  many  cUldren  left  behind,  whom  he  had  been 
the  cause  of  involving  in  4estruction*  His  wife,  however, 
and  two  danghterv^  were  the  partners  of  his  flight  Here 
iras  some  ground  of  conjiolation,  soma  little  relief  amidst. 
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bfar  cmu^ktiiei  offerings.  Bat  another,  and  that  doubtleaa 
the  most  painfal  blow  of  allr  awaited  bim.  His  wife»  in 
ilirect  violatiott  of  the  divine  command,  looked  back  witbre- 
gret  towards  Sodom.  Instant  judgment  accompanied  her 
disobedience.  She  was  tamed  into  a  pillar  of  salt.  If  any 
thing  was  wanting  to  fill  op  the  measure  of  Lot's  aiq^isb  on 
this  droadfiil  day,  it  most  have  beeki  this  terrible  display  of 
divine  wrath  on  oney  who  was  so  nearly  related  to  him^  and 
who  seemed  to  have  been  already  snatched  from  the  impMdU 
ing  desolation. 

Of  tlie  remaifficfer  of  Lot^a  hislory,  we  kno#  but  littler 
But  in  that  little  there  is  nothing  to  excile  oiir  envy.  Be 
lived  In  poverty  and  obscurity :  while  the  infamona  coodncC 
of  his  daugliters  (which  plainly  shewedf  how  much  thaiF  prin- 
ciples had  sutered  from  their  residence  in  Sodom,)  mnai 
have  opened  afresh  all  their  father's  wounds,  its  we  hav« 
theafutfaority  of  the  New  Tt^umtmt  for  affirming,  that  upov 
the  whole  he  was  a  <<  righteous  m&n  f^  so  we  condnle  tM 
he  passed  his  latter  years  in  deep  humiliation  and  repentenoe. 
His  sins  were  pardoned  :  but,  unlike  his  kinsman  Abrahaasi 
he  was  called  to  no  important  services.  His  early  itfomitfM 
of  useftrineeswere  bla^d  by  one  fatal  step,  and  as  hia  Ub 
had  been  without  credit,  so  bis  end  was  without  glory. 

The  whole  history  of  this  unhappy  man  waris  us  in  tibo 
most  serious  manner  against  a  Woridly  Spirit,  Jiids  vm  ba^ 
ware  how  in  any  single  instance  we  abandon  our  roligioofir 
interests  for  the  sake  of  temporal  advantages.  We  knoir 
not  what  may  be  the  bitter  consequences  of  one  such  fiudt. 
Worldly  gain  cannot  compensate  for  the  loss  of  inwaid 
peace.  **  What  then  will  it  profit  a  man  if  4ie  shoidd  gain 
the  whole  world,  and  lose  bis  own  soul  V*  Lot  was  €taved. 
But  he  was  saved  by  a  miracle.  He  was  plucked  like  % 
brand  out  of  the  fire.  If  you  venture  in  bis  steps,  can  ym^ 
presume  to  hope  that  similar  grace  and  mercy  will  be  voooli^ 
safed  to  you  ?  What  in  him  was  criminal  indiseretiOD,  im 
you,  who  have  his  examfde  before  your  eyes,  will  bf^ 
impiohs  presumption.  Survey  the  numbers  that  perished? 
through  his  rashness  ^  his  wife,  children,  servants :  and* 
can  you  dare  to  build  on  the  solitary  instance  of  bis  prcA- 
ei*vation  ?  Indulge  not  such  a  hope.  So  long  as  you  are 
cfinmienliously  walking  in  the  path  of  duty,  you  must  steadi* 
ly  rdy  on  divine  grace  for  support.    But  you  arc  forbidden 
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to  ^  tempt  the  Lord  your  God/'  Ywmtt  foiftiddeti  to  |Mii 
ymnvdves  into  situattons  and  placea  dangerous  to  your 
^hrftnal  intorest,  and  then  to  expect  that  he  will  preaerve 
700  In  then.  Much  leasican  you  have  any  welli^grounded 
hope  of  diTine  assistancey  If  you  are  acting  thus  in  order  to 
Hve  more  comfortably  in  this  world»  or  to  lay  up  an  Increase 
of  perishable  treasures  for  your  children.  Dismiss  all  such 
TMn  inaaginatlons.  Make  religion»  what  it  must  be^  your 
<diief  concern.  ''  Seek /fit  the  kingdom  of  Obd  and  his 
righteottsness.^^  To  religion  let  every  thing  else  be  sacrt-' 
ficed ;  otherwise  you  in  fact  give  up  religion  altogether, 
^  Ton  eannot  serve  God  and  Mammon/'  If  you  are  nh 
solved  to  make  this  world,  your  grand  objectf  you  will  for^ 
sake  Gh>d ;  and  probably  he  wiU  forsake  you ;  will  aban- 
don yon  to  the  lusts  of  your  own  heart ;  will  leave  you  to 
perish  in  the  Sodom  which  you  have  chosen.  If  to  yott» 
koweverj  as  to  Lot,  h0  should  at  length  return  in  mercy^ 
hew  severely  shall  you  be  {Jiught  the  folly  of  the  choice 
which  you  have  made.  <<  Tour  own  wickedness  shall  «cor* 
red  youy  and  your  backslidtngs  shall  reprove  you  Choose 
ye  therefore  this  day  whom  ye  will  serve''  In  God  alone 
is  safety,  peace,  and  happiness ;  **  the  promise  of  the  life 
that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come."  Choose  thoi^the 
Lord.  Take  him  fbr  your  porMon.  Leave  worldly  pco< 
pie  to  their  worldly  gains.  <<  Come  ye  out  from  among 
theob  i^nd  be  j^  separate,  saith  the  Lord  :  and  touch  not 
the  unclean  thing,  and  I  will  neceive  you.  And  I  will  be  a 
Cither  unto  you^  and  ye  shall  be  my  eons  and  daughters, 
saHh  the  Lord  Almighty/' 

Oitherto  we  have  set  forth  this  history  for  admonition  ; 
let  ns  nbo  apply  it  for  encouragement.  It  teaches  us  that 
tfie  Lord  doth  not -forsake  his  people.  Where  grace  disi 
phiys  its  fruits,  be  will  not  overlook  them.  He  obsoAred, 
that  Lot  in  Sodom  was  -ocxcd  with  the  filthy  conversation  of 
llie  wicked,  and  owned  Uim  for  his  servant  He  aaw  that 
the  heart  of  Lot  was  very  diffesent  from  that  of  his  nngodn 
ly  neighbors,  and  distinguished  him  accordingly*  fl^' 
would  not  condemn  the  righteous  with  the  wicked..  Lot 
was  but  one,  yet  when  Sodom  was  to  be  destroyed,  an  ex^ 
ception  was  made  in  his  favor.  Nay,  the  Almighty  des- 
crilfes  himself  as  unable  to  execute  the  fierceness  of  his  •' 
wr%th  till  Lot  shoMld  be  in  sf  fety^    *^  Hast^  thee ;  escape 
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tMlhtr  I  Hmt  t  carniot  d«  any  thbig  tm  Hmni  be  com  «ittti« 
cr/'  What  an  afeniklaat  cowMlatioii  lo  every  aiaeere  aer-^ 
VMt  oTCkrf  ;  to  all  who  smre  bim  fiOthiblly  iatfceoCaCiott 
ia  wblck  he  had  plaeodl  theiD>  aad  doave  to  Urn  wHh  Ml 
parpooe  of  heart !  Men  may  mietake  their  diaraoter,  Wfe 
God  notices  and  approrea  it.  The  trae  Christian  mqr  to 
ia  poverty  and  obscwity,  bat  the  Lord  does  not  omrloofcliiau 
Sarroanded  by  the  angodly  and  profime,  be  amy  stand  nn^ 
gle  in  Ms  rAlgioQS  seatiownts ;  bat  he  »  not  done»  fbr  God 
is  with  hifli.  He  may  be  invol?ed  ia  diAcalties  ani  troa« 
bkoy  hot  the  Lord  wiH  deliver  him  oat  of  ail.  He  sray  Aar 
that  he  hi  forgotten  and  deserted,  and  shall  at  last  be  kft  to 
perish* .  But  what  says  our  Lord  i  «« It  iTnot  the  wiD  of 
year  Father  which  is  in  heaven,  that  one  of  these  littleonsa 
sboald  perish.  No  man  is  able  to  plocic  them  oat  of  my 
band.''  Be  then  of  good  coarage,  idl  ye  servantn  of  the 
Lord.  Ye»  who  love  Christ  and  hA  sal^-ation,  bejmteasl 
down,  neither  be  ye  dismayed..  When  the  Lord  abaH  coma 
ttvrii^teous  anger  to  eseoate  judgment  on  a  guilty  world  | 
whenthe  wieked  shall  be  swept  into  hell,  to  satbr  the  ven** 
geance  of  eternal  lire  |  then  skaH  ye  be  saved  with  an  everv 
lasting  salvation.  Not  a  hair  of  year  heads  sbaH  be  towdi.. 
ed.  •  ^  Your  sun  shall  no  more  go  down,  neither  shaH  yoat' 
moon  withdraw  itbdf ;  for  the  Lord  shall  be  year  everlaat- 
iiig  light,  and  the  days  of  yotir  iaoamingshatt  be  ended^'^ 
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On  the  Dj^sign  and  Duties  of  the  SAnBAXu. 

HABK,  ii.  27. 

a 
*ini  he  said  unto  tluntt  the   8ahhath  was  made /or  Man: 
\  and  not  Man  for  the  Sabbath. 

.    THE  inlhience  of  the  Sabbath  in  restrairitei; 

'  public  immorality,  and  in  promoting  individual  piety  mnd 

bolineas^  is  a  fact  capable  oT  the  fullest  demonstration.     fP 
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to  tbi  pmUctl  ghtA  dfects  of  this  imaMbtt  we  tdd  m 
tiM  me  beM  the  manj  express  promises  gtf en  in  flcMptore 
to  ttie  etraer? snce  of  this  ttoly  d«]F»  hnd  on  ttw  other  the  re^ ' 
pealed  thivetenings  denounced  i^inst  the  vioisitioit  cS  its 

5d  !duties  ;  to  every  serious  mind  e  genendfy  incresning 
gard  of  the  Sabbath  must  prove  a  source  of  real  con* 
a»d  apprehension.  Yet  such  an  increasinff  dbref^itri 
we  ave-daily  compeited  to  witness*  Not  only  do  numbera* 
openly  catA  off  ail  pepuliar  restraint  on  the  Lord's  day,  and 
avowedly  cenvest  it  into  an  occasion  ef  ^drMly  ]dc«tars.er 
ooolpation ;  but  eren  too  many  of  those  who  profess  to  re« 
tain  a  rdigions  respect  ftir  the  Sabbath^  shew  by  their  gen- 
eral enndoct  and  spirit  throughout  the  day,  that  they  entw« 
tain  at  best  very  defective  and  inadeqoato  conceptions  of  the 
design  and  duties  of  this  holy  institution,  ^ 

Tb  direct  our  attention  -then  to  tMs  Ibobject,  iMy  prevsn 
by  the  Uessing  of  God^Vn  interesting  and  useful  employ'^ 
ment  of  the  present  opportunity.  In  tber  text  atre  have  the 
declaration  o^  One,  who  in  the  following  verse  assumes  to 
himself  the  title  of  the  Lord  ef  the  Sabbath  :  of  One,  thei\)- 
fSsre,  Arom  whose  declaration  bfl  this  potnt  tliere  ean  be  no* 
iqipeai.  Jesos  <^  said  « nto  (hem,  the  Sabbath  was  made  fbl* 
inan,  and  not  man  for  tlie  Sabbath/'  In  discoarsing  ea 
these  words,       •     *        •  * 

I.  1  shall  stato  the  information  whteh  they  convey  con- 
cerning the  Ntftore  and  the  End  of  the  Sabbath. 

II.  prom  this  stotement  I*shall  deduce  'some  inferences^ 
vrkicl^  respect  both  the  Obligations  to  observe  this  Holy  Ibay, 
and  the  Manner  ^  observing  it. 

I.  We  are  taught  by  the  toxt  that  the  Sabbath^  or  the  ap- 
propriation of  one  day  in  seveif,  for  a  day  of  holy  rest,  is  a 
positive  institiltton.  It  was  madfi.  It  tlid  not  result,  like  * 
the  precepts  of  the  jQoral  law,  from  the  natore  of  things** 
To  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart ;  to  worship 
him  in  spirit  and  in  truth  }  to  devoto  to  liim  our  time,  our 
talents,  our  seryces;  are  duties  which  t{|e  perfections  of  God, 
agd  out  relation  to  him  mast  ever*Iiave  required.  But  (bat 
any  particular  portion  of  our  time  should  be  more  immediate- 
ly assigded  for  the  discbarge  of  religious  duties,*  or  what  that 
paflUcQlafportion  of  ofur  time  should  be,  ai*e  points  which 
Homing  bat  a  positive  institution  could  detepmine.  Nor  is 
t^is   an'  human  institution.     The  Sabbath^  we  leaai  from 
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the  tcstf  wag  maAe  not  by  man  but  for  him.  It  was  a  dhine 
lippointmeot  God  made  tlie  Sabbath.  Ho  prescribed  the 
dttty,  and  specified  what  particular  portion  of  time  should  be 
allotted  to  the  performaoce  of  it.  No  sooner  wa$  the  work 
of  creation  fintsfaed,  than  he  ^*  bMi^ed  the  seventh  day  and 
sanctified  it.''*  He  enjoined  It  as- a  law,  that  one  day  in 
seren  should  be  set  apart  from  all  other  occupation^  and 
should  be  consecrated  in  a  peculiar  manner  to  his  senrice. 
And  on  whom  did  he  enjoin  this  law  1  On  man.  ''  The  Sab- 
bath xflus  made  Ar  man.''  Not  for  a  aingle  Individual :  not 
for  one  generation  :  riot  for  one  particular  family  or  jiatfon : 
bot  for  roan,  for  the  whole  human  race.  Hence,  in  after, 
times,  when  it  pleased  the  Almighty  to  vouchsafe  a  written 
roTdation  of  bis  moytl  lawy  the  law  of  the  Sabbath  was  in- 
^Mirporated  iuto  it.  The  commandment  to  -keep  holy  the 
^bbath  day,  though  essentially,  difiering  from  the;  <^er  , 
precepto  of  the  decahigue,  yet  bei|ruse  of  its  univernd  and 

'  immutable  obligation  oa  allfthe)inteiligentQ*reafures  of  tMs 
lower  world,\formed  a  part  of  that  law  -which  was  written 
on  two  tables  of  stone  by  the  finger  of  God 'himself . 

^  Such  isihe  statement  in  lh€  teit  respecting  the  nature  of 
the  Sabbath.  LeUos  next  inquire  into  the  endniCthis  insti- ' 
totion.  What  was  the  objedt  which  the  Almighty  bad  id 
vi^w,  when  he  a^lnted  this  da>  of  hdly  hest  f  Did  be  bMs 
the  sevMth  day,  ahd  sanctity  it  |  and  tlieif  create  mankind 
to  keep  this  institute  l^abMitfa  ?  No.  <«  Thi^  Sabbatb  was 
made  for  man,  «nd  not  man*^for  the  Sabbath.?'  God  first 
created  man,  and  tlion  for  man  aypointed  t(|o  Sabbatb ;'  fbr 
his  advantage,  for  hid  ha|)pine88.  The  commandoMsnt  to 
observe  the  Sabbath  day,  like  evcA^  other  precept  of4he  di- 
vine law,  is  not  only  just  Afid  holy,  but  also  good  ;  benefi-  ' 
c|al  in  its  consequences  to  those  who  keep  it ;  **  foi*  their 
good  always." 

Man,  created  in  the  image  of  hts  A^ak^rj  had  no'cono^ 
tion  of  happiness  In  )vhich  his  Mak^  was  not  associated> 
God  was  in  all  his  thoughts  ;  the  ol^ct  of  all  his  a^^hons  | 
thtf  center  of  all  his^esifes.  Tb^  holy  law^was  ^f^-iiltten  in 
the  tables  of , his  heart.  Obedience  to  tliht  holy  law,  con- 
templation of  the  divine  perfectio^^th^  spiritual  ^jcorciSes  * 
of  prayer  and  praises,  formed  the  .very  joy  of  ^iiis' lieart, 

7o  man'tlius  constituted,  what  a  glorious  privilege  ^JPtW 
•  "J* 

•     '       '     *  ♦  Gcneas,  il  ?,       *  -       "  * 
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ap^intmeBt  of  the  Sabbath !  While  occupied  daring  the  s^  < 
dajB  in  dressing  the  garden  ii|  which  God  had  placed  himy 
nnder  i^,  sense  of  the  divine  presence^  io^e,  and  favor^  he, 
would  exf^erience  uninterrupted  felicity.  Communion  with 
^his  Maker  would  sweeten  and  sanctify  all  his  occupations* 
Every  dav  would  be  a  day  of  happiness.  But  the  Sabbath 
would  be  his  supreme  delight.     On  that  blessed  day  his  soul 

*  woiddT  *<  return  unto  Its'r^f     On  that  day»  above  all  day^», 
disengaged  from  every  other  employment^  he  would  rejoice 
in    the  IJbrd   <<  with  joy  unspeakable  and  fuH  of  glory .'^ 
With  what  transport  would  he'welcome*the  recurring  soa- 
8oo»^  wiiat  thankfulness  would  he  feel  for  the  fhstitution  of 

*a  Aasont  in  which  his  hearty  released  from  the  performance 

of  other  dutiea^  might  give  full  vent  to  it^  liveliest  eniotions  $  ' 

might  bestow  an  undivided  attentipn  on  the  worship  of  bi$ 

'  Crod  ;  and  ppur  itself  forth  without  cessation  in  adftjiring 

.    gratitude  and  adoring  love  !  Thus,  in  the  ori^nal  state  of 

*  innocence^  **  the  Sabbath  was  made  for  man.''   .  Had  he  n^v- 
er  fall^  by  iniquity^  the  appointment  of  ii  dfiy  of  holy  rest  * 
wovtd  have  proved  /  contiiiua)  source  of  renewed  gratifioa- 

•  tioo  and  augmented  joy.         « 

But  it  1%  to  man  in  his  present  state,  i^^er  the  curi^  and  • 
-    eonsequeacoB  of  ein^  that  the  beneficial  effects  of  thi#  appoint- 
ment are  more  conspicuonqjy  .td  be  seen.    -In  respect  to  his 
^eaqpbral  concerns,  man  has  reason  to  bless  the  divine  (pod- 

*  iKesus  for  the  seasonable  recurrence  of  a  day  of  rest.     Doom? 
.    ^  ^  are  tb^  greater  part  of  liankind  I'  in  the  SMirat  of  their 

ttce  to  eat  bre^  $''  engaged  in  constant  and  laborious  oc^ 
eopcitions^  whioi  oftentimes  necessar/iy  preclude  the  e,xer<*  • 
eise  of  Social  affections,  an()  the  endlaring  iatercourseof  do- 
iBei|tic  life,  the  returning  SabbiUh  brings  with  it  adv|^tages 
anil  pteasores  peculiarly  its  own.  By  the  .interruption  thus 
imposed  on  the  active  employments  of  life,  the  weary^body 
jfk-refreshed^  the  exhausted  spirits  are  recruited,  the  tender* 
f|[yi»patbi«B  of  nature  are  indulged  and  strengthened.  Mi|n, 
rem^oreit  on  every  seveij^  day  ta  the  peaceful  Bosom  bf  his 

*  |flm<ly^xperienc^s  a  tranquillity  and  df%ht,  to  which  kad 
ii*not*been  &r.  tlie  opportunity  thus  rouoiisafed  to  hifti^  he  • 

•  weuld.lbr  the  most  part  have  i^mained  a  stranger. 

it  is,  however^  with  respect  to  his  spiritual  concerns,  th|rtf 
•t  nmy  be*  more  ^mphatgially.said,  <'  tlie  Sabbath  was  made 
filrTinan.'^    In  coiQpari^on  with  the  benefits  whic}i  this  ap- 
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pointwieiit  pfoTidcs  ii|  a  religioud  point  of  view,  all  its  ftdr 
vantagesy  of  a  temporal  natgrey  A*e  not  worthy  to  be  oamr 
jmI.  What  19  the  coodition  of  man  on  earth  ?  Statjonad  in 
this  low^r  world,  he  can  look  forwaiil  but  to  Beoe  tew 
years  for  Uis  continuance  in  it.  But  on  his  employTBent  of 
tiiese  few  yearsy.  consequeacea  of  in^nite  moment  are  susr 
pended«  Before  him  lies  eternity ;  a  state  of  efemal  bapr 
pinessy  or  of  eternal  woe.  By  nature  and  by  practice  a 
"sinnery  he  bath  incurred  the  wrath  of  God*  and  the  pains  of 
hell.  Bui  a  .way  of  escape  is  yet  disclosed :  %  wayt  ui 
which  his  peace  with  God  may  yet  be  made»  and  bis  soul  hs 
^tted  for  heavenly  glory.  The  present  life  is  the  timp  al- 
lotted for  accomplishing  these  i^ppartant  ends.     If  be  oeg-* 

-  l^ct  to  jmprofe  this  opportunity,  be  must  periah  for  ever. 
^*  There  remaineth  bo  more  sacrifice  for  sin."    There  ie 
^  no  repentance  in   the  grave/^  After  death  Cometh  the 
judgment   'The  souU  weighed  down  with  (h^  toad  ^f  unpar-   . 
donrd  sin,  unrenewed  to  bolineea^  and  at  enmity  witb  Godr 

#  must  go  of  course ."  to  its  own  place  ;'*  to  the  only  placa 
that  is  fitted  to  receive  it,  the  pl^ce  i*eserved  for  the  davil 
and  his  angels.^  . 

»  Preparation  then  for  eternity  is  manifestly  t|)e  first,  tlie 
great  cpijpern  of  life.  Placed  by  the  side  'Of  the  aalvatiM 
pf  Uie  soul  every  other  ofagect^  sinks  into  insignificaaoe# 
Sucbf  however,  is  man's  natural  blindness  atid  perversion 
that  there  is  no  one  object  which  be  is  so  greatly  inclineA 
to  overlool^  fivery.  trifling*  worldly  pursuit  jengi^es,  en- 
grosses his   attention  ;  while  the  glories  oyieavAi  and  the 

,  torments  of  hell  are  disregarded  and  forgotflL  What  then 
Is  the  end  of  the  Sabbath,  but  ta  cointeract  this  evil  i  Whut 
is  the  |irect  tendency  of  Uus  institution,  but  to  rouse  mam 
to  a  consideration  of  tlu>se  important  matters  ^hick  he  is 
so  di|posed  to  neglect ;  to  furnisli  him  with  leisure  for  proa^ 
*ecuting  his  highest  interests  2  Why  is  he  commanded  io 
keep  holjft  one  day  in  seven,  but  that,  being  diaengiigejl 
from  every  Riferior  tonceru,  lie  maj^eocountea  no  iater^- 
tion  in  intending  teethe  <<  one  thing  needful,"  ia  fuatbering  - 
4be^lv>atjon  of  bis  soal,  in  cultivatifig  religious  feeUnga  alid 
aflVotiona?  In  Ibis  view  of  tlte.subject,  thi6'$abbatk  \%»  ior* 
^dced  '^  made  for  man."  No  appointment  could  be  devised 
more  adapted  to  his  dise^  mose  a^kulated  to  promote  his 
iellcity.     If  a  stated  day  of  holy  rest  ^atl  net  been  iiisfl- 
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tilted  bjr  iliirm^  anihority  ;  It  wenU  hsve  been  his  intere^rtf 
Ms  wisdomt  to  have  niule  sodi  an  irwtiliitioti  for  bhncielt 

fiuc  furthrl'f  it  is  not  in  rsusing  OMmklnd  to  the  care  of 
their  aouk^  or  in  providing  them  with  kisore  for  prosecut- 
'  iflg  this  imtMrtant  concern,  that  tbe  spiritual  advantages  of 
tiie  Sabbath  exdustvelj  consist  The  observance  of  tiits 
boly  institution  is  one  of  those  appointed  means  of  grace,  tbe 
diligent  ase  of  which  God  has  promised  in  an  especial  nAii- 
Ber  to  bless.  **  Blessed  is  tbe  man  that  keepeth  the  Sab- 
bath froni  polluting  W^  Tbe  soul  of  man,  even  whea 
brought  by  divine  grace  to  make  choice  of  the  ways  of  God, 
stands  in  need  of  continaal  supplies  of  grace  to  enable  it  to 
walk  in  ti^ose  Vays*  *  lanamerable  obstacles,  both  from 
witiiiB  and  without,  appose  its  progress,  and  call  forth  the 
dally  exercises  of  watchfulness  and  prayer.  Tbe  Chris- 
tian>  too  oQen  baiBed  in  his  spiritual  conflict,  feels  his  weat* 
neas,  and  earnestly  longs  to  have  his  strength  renewed. 
Tbns  strcamstaneed,  the  regular  recurrejice  of  a  period,  in 
vhich  not  only  tbe  bnpediment^bat  an  ensnaring  inter- 
coarse  with  tlie  world  places  in  his  road,  is  for  a  season 
anspended,  but  provision  also  is  made  for  recruiting  his  ex* 
bausted  vigor,  for  imparting  to  him  augmented  courage 
and  ability  for  tlie  contest,  miist  prove  to  him  an  insfttution 
of  incalcateble  benefit. '  Such  an  institution  is  the  Sab- 
bath* Such  has  it  proved  to  thousands  in  every  age. 
Weary  and  heavy  laden,  they  have  fbtind  this  day  a  day  of 
rest  onto  their  souls.  From  theic  experience  «f  its  reviv- 
ing and  salatM|  influence  on  their  spiritual  concerns,  they 
bave  hailed  itsreturn  with  delight.  **  Hungry  and  thirsty^,  * 
their  soul  has  fkinted  in  tliem.'t  But  in  the  sucred  occn- 
piuions  and  ordinanl*es  of  the  Sabbath,  they  have  found  re- 
fVeshment ;  they  have  been  *«  satisfied  as  with  marrow 'and 
fiitH^s :  and  with  joy  have  thejMHrunk  water  out  of  tbesa 
j/^efb  of  salvation.*^ 

H.  Ffom  this  statement  of  the  Nature  nAd  the  End  of 
ihe  Sabbath  I  shall  deduce  some  inferences,  i^icb  respect 
Aotfa  the  Obligations  to  observe  this  Holy  Day,  and  th^ 
Manner  of  observing  It.  *  lite  Nature  of  the  SaRbatb  im*. 
jHospes  on  us  very  constraining  obligations  to  the  observance . 
of  it.     It  is  a   divine  institution.     He  who  made  us  made 

*  Isaiah,  Wi.  2. 
^0%.  H.  46 
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tbo  Sabbatb  ako,  and  has  enjoined  ns  to  observe  it  He 
has  comnuuided  im  to  remember  that  we  Iteep  holy  the  Sab* 
bath  day.  Is  tbe  command  of  our  Maimer  binding  on  us  ? 
In  requiring  us  to  separate  one  day  in  seven  to  bis  immedi- 
ate service)  has  he  required  of  us  more  than  he  had  a  right 
to  n^iuire  ?  God  is  tbe  great  proprietor  of  aU.  Whatever 
we  are  or  have  proceeds  from  him.  He  made  us  out  of 
nofliing.  He  *<  giveth  us  life  and  breath  and  all  things. 
In  Him  we  live  and  move  and  have  cur  being/'  Tbe 
ground  on  which  we  tread,  tbe  food  by  which  we  are  sup- 
ported, the  very  air  which  we  inhale,  is  his.  Thus  daily 
dependent  on  his  bounty,  we  cannot  justly  refuse  to  devote 
a  |i0rtion  of  our  time  to  Him,  to  whom  the  whole  is  duo. 
We  cannot  with  any  shadow  of  excuse  withhold  from  Him 
that  iiortiou  of  our  time,  which  he  specifically  requires  froaa 
us. 

But  the  End  for  which  the  Sabbath  was  institnted  impos* 
es  additional,  and,,  if  it  be  possible,  even  more  urgent  obli- 
gations to  tbe  observance^of  it.  It  is  a  beneficial  insUto* 
tion.  It  was  appointed  with  tbe  merciful  design  of  fur- 
thering our  eternal  salvation,  of  strengthening  and  refreslk* 
ing  our  weary  soul  in  its  pilgrimage  through  this  wttder- 
ncHH  of  misery  and  sin.  Can  the  Sabbath  then  with  safety 
be  neglected  i  Our  best,  our  highest  interests  imperiousiT 
fui'bid  us  to  neglect  it  The  i^easoning  which  Moses  ad- 
dresses to  tbe  Israelites  may  with  an  especial  reference  to 
the  Sabbatb  be  forcibly  addressed  to  us.  <<  And  now,  Isntd^ 
what  doth  the  Lord  thy  Grod  require  of  thee^nt  to  fear  tho 
Loi'd  thy  God,  to  walk  in  all  his  ways,  and  m  love  bim  and 
to  serve  the  Lord  thy  God^  with  all  thy  heart  and  with  all 
thy  soul ;  to  keep  the  commandments  of  the  Lord^  and  his 
stuttites,  which  I  command  thee  this  day  tof  thy  good  i^ 
It  b  fn-  o\ir  good,  that  ftod  hath  instituted  the  Sabbath. 
It  is  lor  our  good  that  He  requires  us  to  ke^  it  bolj« 
What  can  be  more  reasonable  than  obedience  to  the  CMt- 
mand  ?  Had 'man  been  made  for  the  Sabbath  ;  had  w^becu 
created  for  the  express  purpose  of  keeping  holy  the  seventli 
day  I  diSobedicnco  to  the  divine  command  could  not  hava 
been  vindicated  on  any  plea.  However  attempted  to  be  pal- 
liated, such  disobedience  would  have  been  direct  rebeUtoa 
against  our  glorious  Maker.  But  now,  "  since  the  Sabbath 
was  made  fur  man  ,••'  since  our  felicity  is  the  object  of  Ibis 
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holy  instUatioti ;  the  abuse  and  profanation  of  it  constitute 
a  crime  of  a  far  deeper  dye.  Disobedience  to  the  law  of 
the  Sabbath  is  blacic  ingratitude  against  our  gracious  Ben-* 
efactor.  And  what  must  be  the  consequences  of  such  diso- 
bedience ?  Disregarding  the  sacred  duties  of  the  day,  <<  we 
Ibrsake  our  own  mercies/'  Omitting  to  improve  the  op* 
portunity  vouchsafed  to  us  for  working  out  our  salvation, 
we  must  inevitably  perish.  But  let  us  remember,  that  to 
perish  through  the  neglect  and  profanation  of  that  holy  sea- 
son, which  was  especially  set  a  part  by  God  for  promoting 
the  salvation  of  our  souls,  will  be  to  perish  under  circumt 
stances  of  peculiar  guilt.  Such  an  abuse  of  mercy  will  shew 
indeed,  that  we  hate  to  be  reformed.  The  Lord  adduces  it 
as  a  great  aggravation  of  Israelis  sin  :  <*  I  gave  them  my 
Sabbaths.''*  Surely  he  will  adduce  the  gift  of  the  Sabbath 
as  a  great  aggravation  of  our  sin,  if,  notwithstanding  this 
beneficial  appointment  we  neglect  our  souls,  and  perish  in 
our  sins.  There  is  an  awful  declaration  recoi*ded  in  the 
word  of  truth,  <<  Unto  whomsoever  much  is  given,  of  him 
shall  be  much  required."  Every  privilege  bestowed  on  us 
increases  our  responsibility.  Every  privilege  bestowed  on 
us  in  vain,  increases  our  condemnation.  My  brethren, 
whatever  may  be  your  present  sentiments  on  this  matter, 
know  most  assuredly,  that,  as  the  use  and  improvement 
which  yon  shall  have  made  of  the  Sabbath,  that  important 
talent  committed  to  your  trust,  will  form  one  solemn  subject 
of  inqniry  on  the  day  when  you  shall  render  an  account  of 
your  stewarddip  before  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ ;  so 
the  habitual  neg(ect  fmt^^ftStSSIttiOii  pf  this  merciful  instil 
tntioQ  will  inflict  on  the  consciences  of  all  those  who  shall 
have  habitually  neglected  ao^*  prufiiH^  itt  a  wound,  for 
which  eternity  will  find  no  cur^ 

What  then  are  the  duties  of  this  Holy  Day  7  What  is  the 
manner  in  which  we  are  required  to  observe  the  Sabbath  ? 
This  is  a  pointy  which  it  is  of  the  utmost  moment  to  ascer- 
tain and  specify ;  a  point,  however,  on  which  many  qurs- 
tions  frequently  arise,  many  opinions  are  advanced.  The 
caose  indeed  of  such  diversity  of  sentiment  among  mankind 
is  clear.  It  plainly  results  from  th^ir  entertaining  partial 
and  contracted  views  of  the  nature  of  the  Sabbath,  fron^ 
their  not  adverting  with  sufficient  accuracy  to  the  Qesigr^ 

•  Ezckiel,  xx.  12. 
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and  end  of  tbc  tnstituiiofi.  AttontkHi  <•  this  circinM6tMe# 
vould  obviate  mucb  Rii9Conceplion»  wouM  clear  up  many 
doubts,  would  detect  the  fallacy  of  much  Ingenious  MflUatrf^ 
It  must  be  obvious,  tliat  properly  to  observe  the  dkiy  «f  resC^ 
is  to  observe  it  in  such  a  manner  as  best  accords  wMl  tb# 
purposes  for  which  the  day  of  re6t  is  especially  set  apart» 
The  command  to  keep  b(4y  tlie  Sabbatih  evidenrtly  intpHiMiy 
that  we  dedicate  that  portion  of  our  time  to  the  performance 
of  such  duties  as  are  most  congenial  with  the  leading  olqect^ 
tvhich  the  Sabbath  was  designed  to  pronn^.  That  ohjeet, 
we  have  seen,  is  the  salvation  of  the  seid.  To  this  End 
Ood  ^nade  the  Sabhaih.  To  this  end  be  hath  given  u$  Mi 
Sabbaths.  Here  then  we  have  a  plain  and  simple  rule,  by 
which  we  may  interpret  the  spirit  and  impoKof  the  pnecept^ 
**  Keep  holy  the  Sabbath  day.**  Whatever  occupations  or 
employments  contrilnito  to  further  the  salvation  of  the  smd, 
are  enjoined  to  be  practised  on  this  solemn  day.  Wba^ver 
€>ccupations  or  employments  tend  to  impede,  or  to  counteract 
this  great  design,  with  the  exception  of  works  of  mercy  and 
Works  of  actual  necessity,  ai\^  forbidden  to  be  practised. 

Hence,  on  thi^  principle,  all  manner  of  work  is  stricfly 
prohibited  to  be  done.  '<  Six  days  shalt  tboa  labor  and  do 
all  thy  work.  But  the  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the 
Lord  thy  God.f?  Nor  let  us  linnt  the  extent  of  tfm  prtAA- 
bitlon.  Let  us  not  suppose  that  works  of  labor  otdy,  me- 
chanical and  agricultural  employments,  are  exclusively  fron- 
tal ned  in  it.  Every  occupation  of  a  temporal  and  wtridty 
nature  is  alike  forbidden  ;  because  every  6ecupation  of  a 
temporal  and  worldly  nifftire  Is  allfce  inctmsistent  with  tfce 
end  of  this  holy  institution,  the  advancement  of  our  spiHtual 
concerns.  Does  the  tradesman  devote  the  quiet  interval  of 
the  Sabbath  to  the  business  of  posting  his  bodks,  v/t  biAMc- 
ing  his  accounts,  of  writing  letters  to  his  eorresponderits  ? 
Does  the  merchant  emidoy  this  solemn  season  In  plami9tig 
Schemes  of  commercial  speculatfon,  in  calculating  fut»po 
proBts,  in  devising  new  sources  of  WTalth  and  credit?  Hoea 
tfie  statesman  convert  this  day  of  lioly  rest  Inhi  a  day  of 
political  engagements  and  intrigue?  Does  the  professional 
man  take  advantage  of  the  leisure  which  this  day  affntb 
from  more  public  avocations,  to  apply  himself  in  private  to 
his  professional  studies,  to  acquire  information  on  t<q»tcfl 
connected  with  his  worldly  calling  ?  Pocs  the  man  of  scl- 
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•Met  or  of  lettersy  eomiiiM  tbe  sacred  hours  of  Sudajr  in 
Meatific  or  in  literary  pursuits  ?  Not  one  of  tbe  persons 
tkvB  oceupfod,  is  occu^ed  In  a  manner  Answerable  to  the  de* 
sign  fsr  which  the  Sabbath  was  appointed.  In  the  sight  of 
Bam  who  seeth  in  secret,  who  searcheth  and  judgelh  tiie 
hearty  they  are  jusdy  chargeable  vith  the  crime  of  despis* 
^  his  gifts,  of  neglecting  their  souls,  of  wasting,  on  objects 
of  comparative  worthlessness  and  insignificance,  that  pre- 
cioiis  o^ortunity  which  in  mercy  he  had  Toucfasafrd  for 
tbem,  for  much  higher,  and  far  more  interesting  concerns. 

On  the  same  principle,  woridly  pleasure  is  equally  to  be 
eirteemed  a  violation  of  tlie  Sabbath.  Such  amusements  as 
the  world  provides,  are  not  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  tho 
day.  Is  the  salvation  of  the  soul  promoted  by  the  gratifica- 
tion  of  leshly  lusts,  of  carnal  sloth,  of  pride,  and  vanity? 
Can  tbe  flian  who  has  spent  tbe  Sunday  in  sensual  enjoy- 
mentBf  in  trifling  mirth,  in  frivolous  company,  in  vain,  an*  rr  ia- 
profitable  discottrsej;^can  he  retire  at  night  within  his  diam-  yi  ^-' 
her,  and  say  with  an  approving  conscience,  *  I  have  passed 
this  day  -of  holy  rest  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  design  of 
Him  who  instftuled  it :  I  have  passed  it  in  endeavoring  to 
improve  my  immortal  soul  $  in  striving  to  nmke  my  peaca 
with  God,  to  fortify  my  heart  against  the  assaults  of  Satan, 
and  the  lenqytations  of  the  world,  to  render  myself  more  fit 
for  heavenly  glory  ?*  My  brethren,  he  has  slighted  and  per- 
verted the  gift  of  God.  He  has  greatly  added  to  all  Ms 
fiirmer  guilt  by  this  profane  abuse  of  God's  holy  instkutioa. 
tie  lias  made  that  day,  which  was  specificaDy  appointed  to 
asmst  him  in  subduing  bis  lusts,  an  occasion  of  indulging 
tbem,  of  increasing  their  power  o%'er  his  soul* 

But  perhaps  you  are  ready  to  object,  that  I  paint  the 
subject  in  gloomy  colors.  <  According  to  this  representa- 
tion, the  Sabbath  is  converted  into  a  season  of  penance  and 
mortification.  Where  is  that  face  of  cheerfulness  and  hi- 
larity, which  Sunday  should  assume  i  We  thought  it  had 
.  been  a  day  of  enjoyment  and  delight'  And  such  it  is  :  a 
day  of  great  delight,  of  the  most  pure  enjoyment  '<  To  go 
up  onto  the  house  of  the  Lord,  with  the  voice  of  joy  and 
)n-aise,  with  the  multitude  that  keep  holy  day  :  to  behold 
tlie  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  his  temple  :*'  to 
pour  out  the  heart  before  God  in  penitent  confessions  and 
^mcst  prayer ;  to   "  search  the  Scriptures,"  which  ^re 
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**  akle  te  lave  flie  soul :''  to  medttAte  on  the  lofe  of  Cbriat, 
**  which  passeth  knowledge  :*'  to  join  in  edifying  and  ioi* 
firovii^  Gooverantiotty  which  *^  may  minister  grace  nnio  the 
Iwarers :  to  risit  the  fatherleaa  and  widows  in  their  aflic- 
tion  :''  to  instmct  the  ignorant ;  to  strengthen  the  weak  $ 
to  refieve  the  indigent ;  tbesef  tliese  are  the  pnre  enjojr- 
■Mnts  which  the  Sabbath  fumbhas.  In  these  spiritoal  ex- 
ercisesy  in  these  holy  occnpations,  in  this  **  labor  of  lote/' 
the  servant  of  Ood  experinces  a  pleasure,  in  comparison 
with  which  aU  the  pleMnres  of  the  world  are  dross  antf 
vanity.  He  finds  the  truth  of  the  promise.  *^  Calling  the 
Sabbath  a  delight*  holy  of  the  Lord»  and  honorable,  not 
doing  his  own  ways,  nor  finding  his  own  pleasure,  nor 
speakiqg  his  own  words,  he  delights  himself  in  the  Lord.''* 
One  day  thus  spent  is  to  htm  better  than  a  thousand  con^ 
somed  in  nngodliness  and  sin,  *<  He  is  glad  when  they 
say  unto  him,  let  us  go  onto  the  house  of  the  Lord.**  Ob* 
jcct  not  then,  that  we  paint  the  Sabbath  in  gloomy  colors. 
Object  not,  that  we  strip  it  of  all  its  inviting  charms :  timt 
we  exhibit  it  under  a  joyless  and  forbidding  aspect  Rath- 
er confess  the  real  truth,  that  you  have  no  taste  for  its  spirit- 
oal ddif^ts.  Confess  that  yon  entertain  no  notions  of  enjoy- 
ment unconnected  with  sensual  gratification :  that  yotn* 
ideas  of  a  rdigioas  festival  coincide  with  thoseof  tte  idola* 
tors  of  oM,  who  ^'  sat  down  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and  rose  op 
to  pl:>y."t  Confess  that  a  Sabbath  passed  in  holy  exercises, 
in  communion  with  God,  in  contemplation  of  his  excdkn- 
cies,  in  the  study  of  his  word,  in  acts  of  piety,  mercy,  and 
charity ;  confess  that  the  Sabbath  thus  passed  wmiM  be 
weariness  to  you,  a  task  painful  and  irksome  to  the  feelings 
of  your  heart.  And  now  tremble  at  tlie  confession  which 
you  have  inadvertently  made.  Tremble  to  reflect,  thitt  by 
yoor  own  acknowledgment  you  are.  unprepared  for  death, 
unfit  for  heaven,  unable  to  participate  its  happiness.  If  the 
observance  of  a  short  Sabbath  here  be  a  work  so  painful 
and  ofiensive,  what  will  an  eternal  Sabbath  prove  ?  If  you 
cannot  bear  to  pass  one  day  in  seven  in  the  worship  and 
service  of  your  Maker,  how  will  you  endure  an  eternity  ero^ 
ployed  in  ^  seeing  God  and  serving  him  V^  With  a  soul 
thus  alienated  from  the  life  of  Gocl^  wcnid  not  lieaven  itself 

•  Is^h,  Iviiu  13.  14.       i  1  Cor.  x.  7. 
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be  to  you  a  |Aao6  ^  aagiiMi  2  ^ Wodd  Mt  the  ■^(U  eC  so 
many  millions  of  Ueued  creatiifesy  Messed  i«  the  partici- 
pation of  delights*  in  wbich/you  coaU  ftad  no  pleasure*  dis- 
tract you  with  envy*  diM^poiatment*  rage*,  and  grief*  with 
every  hateful  and  tomoKing  passion  ?  Treabk*  my  br^h- 
reo*  at  your  awful  stale.  TranUe  at  the  dreadful  precipice 
on  which  you  tatter./  Regard  your  aversion  to  the  Sabbatb, 
your  distaste  for  its  spiritual  enjoyments*  as  an  undeniaUa 
proof  of  a  truth*  whtch  perhaps  you  are  anwilling  to  admits 
tbe  natural  enmity  of  your  heart  toCtod.  Seek  then  of  Hisi 
that  new  heart*  which  he  has  promised  to  those  who  seek 
it.  Pray  to  him  to  *^  circumcise  your  heart  thai  you  wokj 
love  the  Lord  your  God  $"*  that  you  may  find  del%ht  in 
his  ordinances  now ;  and*  by  tbe  pleasure  which  you  expe- 
rience in  keeping  his  Sabbaths  on  earth*  OMiy  evidence  year 
meetoess  for  entering  into  that  heavenly  and  eternal  **  rest^ 
which  remaiaeth  fbr  tbe  people  of  €kid.'' 

But  it  is  not  to  those  only  who  altogether  neglect  or  per- 
vert the  institution  of  the  Sabbath*  that  the  view  which  has 
been  taken  of  the  subject  may  he  folkwed  with  beneficial 
efiects.     There  are  others  to  whom  the  discussion  amy 
prove*  if  not  in  an   equal*  yet  in  a  high  degree  proflUable. 
Many  persons  who  appear  to  be  actuated  by  a  sincere  inten- 
tion of  keeping  holy  tlie  Sabbath  day*  yet*  from  not  duly  at- 
tending to  the  Design  of  the  institntion*  greatly  err  in  the 
'manner  of  observing  it.  Not  considering  that  their  spiritual 
improvement  is  the  great  End  for  which  the  Sabbath  was  ap- 
pointed* and  so  far  only  as  this  E^d  is  promoted*  the  day  is 
properly  observed  by  them,  they  deem  it  suflfeient  to  be  og« 
cupied  in  a  constant  suc^cession  of  rellgtous  exercises*  with- 
out adverting  to  the  practical  inflaence  of  these  exercises  on 
tbeir  own  hearts.     They  perform  the  sacred  duties  of  the 
dny*  as  if  man  was  made  for  the  Sabbath*  and  not  the  Sab- 
baUb  for  man  s  as  if  the  discbarge  of  those  sacred  duties* 
wliich  were  prescribed   only  as  means  of  grace*  constitnted 
io  fact  the  end  for  which  tbe  institution  was  established.  From 
the  same  cause  another  evil  of  considerable  magnitude  results. 
Ab  undue  attention  is  paid  to  some  duties  before  others. 
Tbe  objects^  for  the  attainment  of  which  only  they  were  en- 
Joified*  not  being  kept  in  view*  tbe  relatiyo  importance  of 
eacb*  and  also  the  necessity  of  assigning  to  each  its  proper 

*  Deiit.  XXX.  6. 
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plaoc^  ftiMl  a  |Mtipoi4ioute  r^;»d,  Mre  overt«»k«d.  Ueiitt 
oae  duty  is  faamodenilely  pgcferre<  Md  practised  tf>  the 
n^glectf  aad  evea  to  the  exdiMioB»  sf  aaother*  AttciidaQCtt 
on  pobKc  ordiMiooes  is  sufiteod  to  engross  so  hir^s  a  por- 
tion of  Mie  daj  at  not  to  allow  tkae  for  pritate  prajFor,  lor 
■el^exaaiinatioat  for  the  study  of  tiK  word  off  God :  or 
tl»sa  duties  of  tbi  doaet,  it  mair  be,  are  protracted  to  such 
aa  unseasonable  length,  that  the  no  less  isiportant  doties  of 
finally  prnjert  sad  of  familj  instmctisa,  ars  baitly  per* 
jboned,  or  attogetber  maitled.  These  onbt  a  muu^  inti^ 
mate  aoqaaintaace  with  the  real  Desiga  of  tbe  Sabbalft 
woald  lend  to  comet.  It  woald  teach  the  persons  in  qaes«> 
tisn,  that  the  troe  criterion  of  baring  kept  boiy  the  SsMatb 
day  consists,  not  in  the  nnnibsr  of  boors  devoted  to  reading 
at  home,  or  to  bearing  senaons  at  cbnrcb,  bat  in  tha  actadl 
proicienej  which  has  beea  made  in  boKness,  in  fto  anrtl* 
•cation  of  sin,  and  in  tbe  attMnmenl  of  Christian  taaipersy 
and  of  heavenlj  dispositions.  It  woold  shew  that  an  soact 
distribution  of  time  among  the  several  duties  enfsiiiM^  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  daims,  and  to  tbe  oppoctanitias 
voochsafed,  is  essential  to  tbe  proper  observance  of  the 
Sabbath ;  and  that  the  discharge  of  one  datjr  oamioi  ba 
permitted  to  encroach  on  that  of  another  withoot  a  prapor* 
tionable  intrusion  on  the  good  order  of  the  daj.  The  lead* 
ing  iaquiries  by  which  a  person,  who  strictly  regards  the 
End  of  the  Sabbath,  will  examine  himself,  are  these.  « WUta 
I  have  spent  tbe  day  in  a  series  of  religioas  esercises,  bavia 
I  performed  them  not  merely  as  formal  services,  as  ei^ty 
acts  of  obedience,  but  as  means  which  I  have  been  com- 
manded to  use  for  the  strengthening  and  conirming  of  my 
soul  in  the  ways  of  godliness  ?  Have  I  sought  to  become 
more  bdy,  more  bumble,  more  spiritual,  by  aU  the  duties 
in  >ahich  I  have  beea  engaged  ?  Have  I  endeavored  to  pro- 
fit by  the  sermons  to  which  I  have  listened  }  to  grow  not 
only  in  knowledge,  but  in  grace  ?  And  is  it  my  maeere  de- 
sire, that,  in  the  future  tenor  of  my  life,  my  profiting  may 
appear  onto  all  men  ?  Have  I  duly  respected  tbe  d^^atmt 
duties  of  the  day  2  Have  I  so  regulated  my  performance  of 
tbero,  that  each  has  received  its  appropriate  share  of  time 
aad  atteation  ?  Have  I  remembered  that  my  children  and 
my  Bsrvantsibave  etamal  interests  at  steke  I  that  the  Snk^ 
bath  was  made  for  them  as  well  as  for  myself  ^  Have  I  then 
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itMli  ^rOTisiM  thst  tficy  shoirid  equally  partake  with  ray. 
self  the  advanta^  of  the  Sabbath  ?  Have  I  instrocted  them 
at  liome  ?  Have  I  afforded  them  leisuFe  for  joining  in  the 
public  worship  of  God  ?  Have  I  exerted  my  aiithority  in  in*- 
daeing  them  to  improve  the  opportunities  thus  placed  in 
Hieit  power  ?  In  a  word,  has  it  been  my  object  to  maiie  this 
season  of  holy  rest  subservient  to  the  most  important  interest 
tf  myself  and  of  all  within  the  circle  of  my  influence}' 

My  brethren,  propose  these  questions  to  yourown  hearty 
atii  see  haw  far  you  can  satwtec^orily  reply  to  them.  See 
Whether  you  have  hithertd  Kept  the  Sabbath  in  a  manner 
soitaUeto  the  end  for  which  it  was  ftppoiated.  Be  asham- 
ed for  past  neglect.  Henceforth,  by  renewed  exertions, 
bylneiMstd  circumspeetton,  redeem  the  time.  And  may 
Got  ^ve  you  grace  so  to  observe  thk  blessed  institntion, 
tbttl  it  may  be  a  source  of  augmented  consolation  and  de- 
light  oo  eaMi,  ami  a  theme  of  eternal  gratitude  and  praise 
ia  haavm  ? 


SEBMON  XXXVa 

On  the  Danger  and  Misery  of  Self  Beception. 

MATTHEW,   XtX.    16, 

And  hehotdf    one  came  and   said   unto  Aim,  Good  Master, 
ivhat  good  tidng  shall  I  do  tliat  I  may  have  eternal  life  ? 

OF  the  nnmerous  persons  who  applied  to  our 
iiord,  daring  his  ministry  on  earth,  few  addressed  him  on 
the  emicems  of  their  souk.  Some  worldly  good,  some  tem- 
poral blessing,  the  removal  of  a  bodily  disorder,  or  the  re- 
covery of  a  diseased  or  dying  relative  constituted  the  usual 
sabjeots  of  their  application.  **  Master,  speak  to  my  broth- 
er that  he  divide  the  inheritance  with  me. — Lord,  if  thou 
yfSt$  thou  canst  make  me  clean.— -Sir,  come  down  ere  my 
chad  die.*^  Such  were  the  requests  which  most  frequently 
isaiied  the  ears  of  Jesus.  Some  examples,  however,  of  a 
Vol.  II.  47 
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different  conduct  occur.  We  have  an  instance  iti  the  peti- 
tioncr  in  the  text.  "  Good  master^  what  good  thing  shall 
I  do,  that  I  may  have  eternal  life  ?^  It  is  spiritaal  instroc- 
tton  which  he  seeks.  It  is  an  heavenly,  not  an  eartUy 
goody  concerning  which  he  desires  information  and  advice* 
It  is  the  attainment  of  eternal  life  to  which  his  inquiry  is 
directed. 

The  interesting  conference,  of  which  this  inquiry  is  the 
commencement,  in  an  especial  manner  lays  claim  to  our  no- 
tice, by  exhibiting  a  memorable  instance  of  the  most  dan- 
gerous Self-Deception,  and  of  the  admirable  wisdom  with 
which  our*  Lord  proceeded  to  detect  the  disorder,  and  to 
apply  the  remedy. 

**  And  behold,  one  came  and  said  unto  him^  Good  master, 
what  good  thing  shall  I  do,  that  I  may  have  eternal  life  I 
And  he  said  unto  him.  Why  callest  thou  me  good  I  there  is 
none  good  but  one,  that  is  God  :  but  if  thou  wilt  enter  into 
life,  keep  tha  commandments.  He  saith  unto  him,  Whidi  2 
Jesus  saith.  Thou  shalt  do  no  murder ;  Thou  shalt  not  com- 
mit adultery  ;  Thou  shalt  not  steal ;  Thou  shalt  not  bear 
false  witness  ;  Honor  thy  father  and  dliy  mother ;  and,Tbo« 
Shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  tiiyself.  The  young  man  saith 
unto  him,  All  these  things  have  I  kept  from  my  youth  up ; 
\vhat  lack  1  yet  7  Jesus  saith  unto  him  ;  If  thou  wilt  b^  per- 
fect, go  and  sell  that  thou  hast,  and  give  to  the  poor,  and 
thou  shalt  have  treasure  in  heaven,  and  come  and  follow  me^ 
But  when  the  young  man  beard  that  saying,  he  went  awaj 
sorrowful ;  for  he  had  great  possessions.^' 

In  indeavoring  to  make  a  profitable  use  of  this  instroctive 
portion  of  Scripture,  I  shall  propose  to  your  considemtiun, 

L  I'he  stfite  and  character  of  the  person  who  here  ad- 
dressed our  Lord. 

II.  The  conduct  of  our  Lord  on  this  occasion* 

I.  On  comparing  the  several  accounts  of  this  tnuisactioRf 
we  discover  many  circumstances  whfch  are  catcolated  at  itrst 
sight  to  imprest  us  with  very  favorable  sentioMnts  of  fho 
state  and  character  of  the  person  here  introduced  to  oar  no- 
tice. He  was  a  young  man,  it  is  probable  of  an  appearance 
more  than  usually  prepossessing,  of  engaging  ^Minners,  and 
of  amiable  disporition.  His  moral  conduct,  it  may  abo  be 
infeiTcd,  was  decent  and  exemplary.  At  that  season  of  life» 
io  which  youth  is  too  often  alleged  as  a  palliation  at  least  of. 
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vtcloQs  indulgence,  he  hnd  been  free  from  the  practice  of  li- 
centious irregularities.  Even  the  additional  temptation 
which  riches,  by  facilitating  the  means  of  sensual  gratifica- 
tion, administer,  had  not  induced  iiim  to  swerve  from  the 
strict  line  of  virtue  and  temperance.  His  whole  deport- 
ment, we  may  conjecture,  had  been  distinguished  by  a  pro- 
priety and  a  mbderation,  which,  under  similar  circumstances 
of  youth  and  affluence,  are  rarely  to  be  found. 

To  these  commendable  traits  in  his  character,  another 
feature  of  superior  excellence  may  be  subjoined.  He  pro- 
fessed a  serious  regard  for  religioa.  He  was  not  infected 
with  the  Sodducean  principles  of  the  times,  lie  believed 
in  a  future  state.  The  question  which  he  proposed  in  the 
text  intimates  an  anxiety  for  his  spiritual  concerns  ;  while 
the  earnest  and  respect^il  manner  in  which  he  preferred  his 
petition  (for  **  he  came  running,  and  kneeled  to  Jesus,"*) 
evinces  the  honorable  opinion  which  he  entertained  of  our 
Lord,  as  a  teacher  sent  from  God. 

So  far  then  as  the  character  under  review  has  been  ex- 
amined, it  exhibits  a  pleasing  c^imbination  of  many  attrac- 
tive and  interesting  qualities.  But  hitherto  we  have  sur- 
ireyed  the  surface  only.  What  is  the  state  within  7  Does 
f*  the  bidden  man  of  the  heart"  correspond  with  this  grace-  ' 
ful  lypd  promising  exterior  I  We  are  compelled  to  assert  the 
contrary.  We  are  compelled  to  assert,  that,  notwithstand- 
ing these  hopeful  appearances,  the  young  man  is  still  ^*  in 
the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity."  Amia- 
ble, moral,  engaging,  seemingly  desirous  of  religious  in- 
fltructiony  professedly  anxious  about  the  concerns  of  his  soul, 
he  has  at  present  *^  neither  part  nor  lot"  ii^  the  kingdom  of 
heaven ;  <^  for  his  heart  is  not  right  in  the  sight  of  God." 

If  this  language  should  excite  our  astonishment,  let  ns  at- 
tend to  the  particulars  of  this  memorable  conference.     They 
will  fully  elucidate  and  confirm  the  assertion.     Tbey  will 
plainly  shew,  that  the  person  whose  character  is  the  subject 
of  iovestigation,  is  immersed  in  a  state  of  the  most  awful 
Self-Decei)tioq :  that,  cherishing  favorable  opinions  of  his 
own  religious  attainments,  he  is  destitute  of  those  views  and 
convictions,  which,  in  a  fallen  creature,  constitute  the  very 
foundation  of  religion  :  apd  that,  while  he  pi*ofesses  to  be 
inflaenced  by  a  predominant  love  for  heavenly  and  eterna) 

f  Mark,  x.  \7^ 
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(rc#iiHre0,  be  in  fwot  reUuns  imi  inmoderftto  tMM^hvieiii  jUi 
,tbe  tilings  of  the  present  life. 

Tlie  first  enquiry  which  he  makes,  discovers  how  inade- 
.quate,  to  say  the  least,  are  his  conceptions  of  that  impor- 
tant truth,  the  corruption  of  his  heart.     **  Good  master, 
what  good  thing  shall  I  do,  that  I  may  have  eternal  Ufe  i^' 
If  the  question,  by  expressing  his  desire  of  b^ng  teagfat  ibe 
way  of  God  more  perfectly,  implies  a  confession  of  Us  ig« 
.norance,  and  of  his  readiness  to  receive  instruction,  it  alao 
betrays  a  proud  confidence,  an  avowed  reliance  on  bis  oji^ii 
sufficiency  and  strength.     <  Lot  the  good  thiag,  by  wbicb 
eternal  life  may  be  procured,  be  pointed  out,  and  I  wiU  ito 
it.'     The  ^person,  whose  heart  was  duly  impressed  with  « 
conviction  of  bis  natural  weakness  and  depravity,  cotdd  not 
employ  such  language.     Were  he  assured  that  the  perGomn- 
ance  of  any  one  good  thing  was  neqegsio'y  for  the  Altai*- 
ment  of  eternal  life,  he  would  for  ever  despair  ff  attaining 
it.     What  is  that  good  thing,  which  even  if  it  were  poinled 
out,  the  young  man  can  undertake  to  perform  2  Does  be 
know  that  in  his  flesh  dweUeth  no  good  thing :  that  «ven  if 
to  will  be  pie^nt  with  him,  how  to  perforgi  that  wbi(di  ia 
good  he  cannot  find  7  Does  he  know  that  bis  *^  haart  is  de>- 
ceitful  above  all  things,  and  deq»erately  wicked  i^*  Does  be 
know  that  the  Holy  Gho^t  is  the  author  and  gtseiv^f  al 
goodness :  that  whatever  good  thing  may  be  Ibund  in  maot 
is  the  effect,  not  of  innate  propensities,  but  of  renewii^ 
grace  i  Does  he  know,  that  if  he  would  enter  into  the  kii^- 
dom  of  God,  he  must  be  born  again  of  the  Spirit  I  No.  Tbean 
are  truths  of  which  be  has  no  luiowledge,  no  abiding^  pract- 
tical  conviction.     Confiding  on  the  strength  and  integrity^ 
of  his  own  lieai*t,  he  (ears  no  dagger,  suspects  no  evil :  and 
in  a  presumptuous  opposition  to  those  very  Scriptures  which 
he  professes  to  believe,  talks  of  the  goodneai  of  human  na- 
ture, and  denominates  every  manhood  whose  life  is  not  stain- 
ed by  profane  or  immoral  practices. 

With  such  ignorance  of  his  natural  dqiraviljr^  wliat  are 
the  views  which  he  entertains  of  bis  own  personal  guilt  ? 
Is  he  convinced  of  sin  ?  Does  ho  feel  and  lament  bis  nu- 
merous transgressions  of  the  divine  law  ?  Is  he  bumbled  in 
the  dust  2  Does  he  cry  for  mercy  ?  Advert  to  the  next  par- 
ticulars of  this  interesting  conference.  When  directed  to 
keep  the  commandments,  he  instantly  inquires,  Whkh  P  No 
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in^niry  can  ni<»re  deaiiy  expose  bis  igmfraiice  of  Uie  na* 
ture  and  extent  of  his  duty.     Moses  has  already  ^lared^ 
that*  ^^  Cursed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things^ 
which  are  written   in  the  book  of  the  law  to  dp  them."* 
IV  here  such  ignorance)  with  respect  to  the  measure  of  the 
required  obediencey  prevails^  no  adequate  sense  of  guilty  no 
suitable  humiliation  for  sin  can  possibly  exist.     But  the  im- 
p^itence  betrayed  by  this  inquiry  fidls  greatly  short  of  the 
presumption  discovered  in  the  next  reply.     <<  Jesus  said. 
Thou  flbalt  do  no  murder  :  Thou  shalt  not  commit  adulte- 
ry ;  Theu  sbait  net  steal ;  thou  sbalt  not  bear  false  wit- 
■ets  ^  Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother ;  and,  Thou  shalt 
luve  tby  neighbor  as  thyself.     The  young  man  saith  unto 
kin,  Ak  these  things  have  I  kept  from  my  youth  up ;  what 
lack  I  yet  ?"  Has  be  indeed  kept  all  these  things  from  his 
yetttb  up  i  If,  in  his  outward  conduct,  he  has  complied  with 
tiie  letter  of  the  divine  commandments,  has  he  also  fulfilled 
tfieir  heart-searching  and  spiritual  injunctions?   Has   he 
never,  in  one  single  instance,  injured  others  in  their  per- 
sons, in  -their  property,  or  in  their  reputation  7  Has  he  nev- 
•r,  in  Me  single  moment,  indulged  an  impure,  a  covetous, 
.or  a  malignant  thought  ?  Has  he  at  all  times  uniformly 
loved  his  neighbor  as  himself  ?  Nay,  admit  it  to  be  possible 
ibat  be  can  even  satisfoctorily  answer  these  enquiries ;  ad- 
mit it  to  be  possible  that,  as  he  arrogantly  boasts,  he  has 
xerily  kept  all  these  things  from  his  youth  up :  can  lie  be 
to  ignorant  of  the  divine  law  as  seriously  to  inquire,  wheth- 
er any  thing  yet  be  wanting  to  complete  the  perfection  of 
\m  character  ?  What  is  the  first  and  great  commandment  ? 
^  TiMHi  sbalt  love  the  Lord  thy  Gtod  with  all  thy  heart''  Not 
even  a  nnless  obedience  to  one  precept  of  the  law  can  ex- 
cose  tlie  neglect  or  violation  of  another.     Not  the  most  ex- 
efliplai7  discharge  of  relative  and  social  duties  can  super- 
sede the  necessity  of  loving  God  with  all  the  heart.     Di- 
rectly contrary,  however,  is  the  conclusion  which  the  young 
nmn'a  language  tends  to  introduce.  '  Having  fully  perform- 
ed my  doty  to  my  neighbor,  what  lack  I  yet  ?'  Alas  !  om 
^ng  thou  lackest,  such  an  humbling  view  of  thine  ovnk  un- 
worthiness  and  guilt,  as  shall  lead  thee  to  exclaim  with  ho- 
\j  Job,  **  Behold,  I  am  vile  ;  what  shall  I  answer  thee  ?  I 

♦  C;al.  \%  10.         Deut.  xxvil  26. 
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will  lay  my  band  apon  my  moHth/'     ^*  I  abhor  myseli;  and 
repent  in  dust  and  ashes."* 

Nor  is  the  young  man  better  acquainted  vfith  the  secret 
bias  of  his  affections  than  with  his  depravity  and  guilt. 
Eternal  life  is  not  the  single  object  of  which,  as  be  thinks, 
he  feels  the  full  importance.     In  the  attainment  of  thn  ob- 
ject,  he  believes,  tliat  there  is  no  good  thing,  whidi  he  is 
not  prepared  to  do ;  no  difficulty,  with  which  he  will  not 
readily  contend;  no  loss  to  which  he  will  not  cheerfully 
submit.     But  tlie  teitnination  of  the  conference  shews,  that 
in  this  particular  also  he  is  a  stranger  to  his  real  state :  that 
pre-eminent  as  he  deems  his  desire  after  heavenly  and  eter- 
nal treasures,  the  riches  of  the  present  world  lie  much  near* 
er  to  his  heart.     Must  he  sell  all  that  he  hath,  and  give  it 
to  the  poor  ?  Must  he  relinquish  his  large  possessions  with 
their    attendant   comforts?    Must    he    encounter    poverty 
with  its  untried  hardships  ?  Must  he  take  up  his  cross  and  fol- 
low Christ,  and  join  the  number  of  his  despised  discipJes  ?  Is 
this  the  price  at  which  he  must  purchase  heaven  ?  Forsoch 
a  demand  he  is  wholly  unprepared — *  Can  such  a  demand  be 
reasonable  ?  Can  so  immense  a  sacrifice  be  requisite  i  What 
necessary  connection  can  exist  between  renouncing  the  bles- 
sings of  this  life,  and  securing  an  inheritance  in  that  which 
is  to  come  ?  May  not  the  treasures  of  both  worlds  be  suc- 
cessively enjoyed  ?  May  not  a  rich  man  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  God  ?  If  so  narrow  and  difficult  be  the  way  to  life^ 
who  then  can  bo  saved  ?  Can  the  person,  who  inculcates  such 
harsh  and  unpalatable  doctrines ;  who,  instead  of  bestowing 
commendation  and  encouragement,  where  so  many  commend- 
able qualities  are  found,  insists  only  on  the  necessity  of  the 
most  unreasonable  sacrifices :  can  this  person  be  a  teacher 
sent  from  God  !  Can  the  Almighty  have  invested  with  a  ii^ 
vine  commission  one,  who  calls  upon  mankind  to  slight  the 
gifts  of  Providence,  and  by  a  voluntary  rejection  of  the 
means  conferred  upon  them,  to  diminish  their  ofqiortunities^ 
and  to  contract  their  sphere  of  usefulness  ?* — Such  are  the 
reflections  which  in  rapid  succession  occupy  the  young  man's 
mind.     What  is  tlte  result  7  '<  He  goes  away  sorrowful ; 
for  he  has  large  possessions/'     The  secret,  unsuspected  at- 
tachment to  earthly  things  prevails.     Grieved,  disappointed 
mortified^  he  tenninatcs  a  conference,  which,  instead  of  gratt 

♦  Job,  xl.  4.    xlii.  6. 
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iffing  bis  expectations^  by  flattering  his  self-oomplaoency 
and  pride,  only  tends  in  its  consequences  to  lower  his  pre^ 
tensions,  and  to  represent  him  as  far  removed  from  the  king- 
dom of  heaven. 

Such  are  the  state  and  character  of  the  person  who  here 
addresses  oar  Lord. 

II.  I  propose  to  yonr  consideration  the  condact  of  our 
Lord  on  this  occasion. 

It  te  said  by  St.  Marie,  in  his  account  of  this  transac- 
tion, that  **  Jesus  beholding  the  young  man,  loved  him.'^ 
We  are  not  to  collect  from  this  expression,  either  that 
Jesus  was  ignorant  of  the  young  man's  real  character,  or 
that  knowing  it,  he  regarded  him  ^ith  approbation.  As 
God,  <<  he  knew  all  men,  and  needed  not  that  any  should 
testify  of  man,  for  he  knew  what  was  in  man."*  As  God, 
lie  coald  not  but  disapprove  of  a  proud,  self-justifying, 
worldly  spirit,  wherever  it  might  be  found.  But  the  ex« 
pressioB  is  to  be  understood  in  reference  to  the  human  na-  . 
lure  of  Christ.  As  man,  he  could  not  contemplate  so  many 
pleasing* and  amiable  qualities  without  feeling  an  involun- 
tary affection  for  the  object,  who  possessed  them  :  an  affec* 
tion  however,  mingled  with  sentiments  of  the  tenderest  com- 
passion, from  a  consideration  of  the  miserable  state  of  Self- 
Deception  into  which  he  was  |ilungedt  and  of  the  imminent 
danger  to  which  his  soul,  notwithstanding  all  his  apparent 
anxiety  for  its  safety,  was  exposed. 

Uttder  the  influence  of  these  sentiments,  what  is  the  con- 
dKt  of  our  Lord  ?  He  does  not  promote  the  Self-Deception, 
atid  thus  contriliUte  to  augment  the  danger.  He  does  not 
cry,  **  Peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace."  He  does 
not  compliment  the  young  man  on  his  moral  attainments, 
«n  his  religious  professions  ;  and  thus  help  to  confirm  the 
fiivorabte  opinion,  which  he  already  cherishes  of  his  own 
state  and  character.  Like  a  true  friend,  and  an  experienc- 
ed physician,  who  has  the  real  interest  of  his  patient  at 
bsart  I  who  knows  that  palliatives  will  only  increase  the 
disorder,  and  that  nothing  less  than  a  deep  and  entire  re- 
novation can  effect  a  ^rmanent  cure ;  our  Lord  proceeds 
with  consummate  skill  to  probe  the  wound,  and  to  detect 
the  secret  poison,  which  lurks  beneath  tliis  promising  ap- 
pearance of  health   and  soundness.     An   attention  to  the 

*  John,  H.  24,  ^5, 
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several  stqw^  by  which  he  ondearora  to  draw  aside  the  Trfl 
of  Sdf-Deceit,  wHl  excite  oar  admiradion  of  the  wiedoai  aol 
teodenMs  displayed  on  this  occasion. 

The  young  man  accosted  our  Lord  with  the  title  ef 
*^  Geod  master."  Jesus  saith,  <<  Why  calkst  thou  me  good  ? 
There  is  none  good  but  one,  that  is  God."  We  u^  w^#o 
interpret  this  reply^  as  if  our  Lord  intends  to  intimate,  that 
the  title  of  good  when  addressed  to  himsetf;  is  imprepeHJr 
applied.  On  the  contrary,  the  very  reasoning  whkhdie 
adopts,  proves  the  peculiar  propriety  of  such  an  appKcatioa: 
for  Be  it  God ;  and  to  him  therefore,  by  his  own  KmHi» 
tion,  the  title  of  Good  pre-eminently  belongs*  Bat  in  fbis 
passage  he  ^)eaks  of  himself  not  according  to  bis  reid  char- 
acter and  essential  dignity,  but  in  reference  to  the  inferior 
apprehensions  entertained  of  him  by  the  person  with  whom 
he  is  disconrsing.  Of  the  raysterioas  exeellence  of  Clirist  as 
**'God  manifest  in  the  flesh,"*  the  yonng  man  has  no  cm^ 
cqitions.  The  highest  character  which  he  ascribes  to 
Jesos,  is  that  of  a  human  teacher  inveirted  with  a  divine 
commission.  With  these  sentiments  he  iqypreadied  ovr 
Lord.  What  then  is  the  meaning  of  our  Lord's  reply  I 
<  Approaching  me  with  such  sentiments,  why  cafiest  ttiou  me 
good  ?  A  feHow  mortal  as  you  deem  me,  wUh  yonrsei^ 
have  I  any  pretensions  to  this  title  2'  The  tendency  of  thA 
words  thus  explained  is  obvious.  Let  them  silently  (^er- 
ate  as  a  corrective  to  the  pride  and  self-sufficiency  of  dM 
person  to  whom  they  are  directed.  The  young  man  thinks 
bimadf  good.  He  has  been  accustomed  to  call  Umselfgobd. 
Can  he  any  longer  assume  a  title,  which  even  a  teacher 
sent  from  God  dischums  ?  But  our  Lord  has  still  a  (tardier 
object  in  view.  He  wishes  to  shew,  that  the  terms  good 
and  goodn$$Sf  in  the  sense  which  his  new  disciple  assigns 
to  them,  are  under  every  circumstance  totally  inapplicable  to 
man.  **  There  is  none  good  but  one,  that  is  God."  *  Oo# 
only  is  inherently  and  essentially  good.  Therefore  to  Gotf^ 
only  is  the  title  of  good  appropriate.  On  a  created  being  ot 
Ihe  highest  order  it  would  be  improperly  conferred.  With 
w(iat  propriety  then  can  it  be  conferred  on  any  of  the  sonn^ 
c»f  men,  *'  the  thoughts  of  wliose  liearts  are  only  evil  con^ 
timially  ?"  Let  this  reflection  be  suitably  improved.  Hence- 
forth ascribe  not  to  man  that   title  which  belongs  to  God 

•  1  Timothy,  ifi.  Id 
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6nly*  ttei^efprtb  ascribe  not  to  man  tbat  titte  to  wbicb  be 
possesses  no  pretensions.  Learn  to  tbink  and  to  speak  of 
y^ur  own  hciart  in  a  manner  mpre  accordant  witb  its  real 
sifUe ;  more  cpnsistent  with  tbose  representations  which 
tbp  Scriptures  and  experience  exhibit  of  its  inherent  and 
universal  depravity/ 

J  JSut  there  is  another  ppUit  to  be  assailed.     The  youi^; 

nan  i^  as  insensible  of  his  guilt,  as  be  is  Uii^  to  bis  cor*; 

ryi^ion.     Observe  themasteriy  and  judicious  mode  in  wbidi 

t^e  assault  is  made.     To  bis  inquiry,  <<  What  good  thing, 

s^i  1  do  that  I  may  have  eternal  life  7*'  Jesus  replies,  **  If 

tkou  wUt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  commandments.''    By  this 

i^jf:  be  neither  insinuates,  the  possibility  of  purc^iug 

heaven  by  obedience,  nor  seriously  advises  the  persisting;  ii^ 

such  an  attempt.    To  develope  bis  meaning,  we  must  agam 

consider  him  as  regulating  bia  answer  in  accommodation 

ta  the  views  and  character  of  the  person  who  bad  proposed 

tl|e   questioif*.    Had  the  young,  man^vrith  unfeigned  hU' 

n^ity,^  and  under  a  real  apprehension    of  bis    misery 

aad  danger  as  a  sinnery  inquired  the  way  of  salvation  | 

donbtles  sour  Lord  in  the  plainest  terms  would  have  discour^ 

BffeA  every,  idea  of  seeking  salvation  by  works :  doubtless 

he  would  have  said,  ^'  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and.  the  life; 

BO  man.  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me."*    But  this 

present  occasion  requires  from  him  a  different    conducj^ 

018  object  is  to  bumble,  to  convict,  to  alarip.     He  tber^ 

tore  meets  the  young  man  on  his  own  grounds.     '  By  yoiu? 

owB  good  woriLS  you  puipose  to  enter  into  life.     If  this  be 

your  desigOf  the  road  is  plain.     **  Keep  tlie  commaadmento 

— -Moses  describeth  the  righteousness  which  is  of  the  law, 

that  the  man  which  doeth  those  things  shall  live  by  tliem/'f 

Jjio  thou  those  things^  and  thou  sbalt  live  by  them.'    Mark 

the  wisdom  and  fuiitableuess  of  this  direction*    The  young 

■lan's  pride  and  self-sufficiency  results  from  bis  ignorance 

of  the  moral  law.     To  the  moral  law  he  is  now  dii'ected  to 

lcx>k.     In  the  extensive  and  spiritual  demands  of  that  law 

let  him  discern  the  extent  and  qiirituality  of  the  required 

obedience.     Compared  witb   these  extensive  and  spiritual 

demands,  let  him  discern  tbe  scantiness  and  imperiection  of 

that  obedience  wbicb  he  has  already  paid,  and  is  so  inclined 

•  Jdm,  xiv.  6.       t  RoDtt,  X.  5^ 
Vol.  II.  4B 
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to  magnify.  Let  a  discovery  of  those  innumerable  defectSf 
^liich  this  standard  foithfully  applied  cannot  fail  ordisclosiiig, 
repress  his  self-jtistifylng  spirit  $  awaken  him  to  an  hnniying 
s^nsci  of  bte  guilt }  and  teach  him  the  necessity  of  some  toore 
availing  righteousness,  than  his  own  superficial  complmnce 
with  the  letter  of  some  of  the  precepts  of  the  law.  Do  w« 
ask  on  what  account  our  Lord  selects  for  examination  the 
eodiitiandments  of  the  secortd  table  in  preference  to  tbos^  of 
the  first  ?  Let  this  particular  also  be  resolved  into  the  pe- 
cotiarities  of  the  case.  It  is  on  the  performance  of  social 
duties  that  the  Jroung  man  founds  the  fancied  perftectiod  of 
his  character.  Jesus  therefore  purposely  sets  before  him 
that  portion  of  the  decalogue  which  comprehends  the  lalv  of 
lore  to  his  neighbor  *  that  even  in  those  very  duties  in  wbidi 
he  considers  his  obedience  to  be  complete,  his  deficiency 
may  fully  appear }  and  thus  the  sandy  foundation  of  his 
imagined  righteousness  be  more  strikingly  exposed. 

To  these  gentle  and  indirect  assaults,  an  attack  of  a 
mor^  decisive  tendency  succeeik.  Jesus  saith  unto  tho 
young  man,  **  If  thou  wilt  be  perfect,  go  and  sell  that  tboa 
hast  and  give  it  to  the  poof,  and  thou  shalt  have  treas- 
ure in  heaven ;  and  coroo  and  follow  me.**  By  this  ad- 
monitory mandate  he  means  not  to  intimate  timt  perfection 
is  a  point  ever  attainable  by  man :  that  the  relinquishment 
of  worldly  possessions  is  at  all  times  essential  to  the  char- 
acters of  his  disciples  :  that  the  most  extehsive,  self-denying 
beneficence  will  pay  iny  part  of  the  price  of  heiiven.  Pat 
were  such  intimations  from  our  Lord's  meaning.  Advert 
once  more  to  the  peculiiir  circumstances  of  tire  cas^.  The 
young  man  had  testified  an  high  f^pect  for  Jesus,  and  a 
full  confidence  in  his  instructions.  Hd  had  professed  m  pre- 
eminent regard  for  his  own  soul.  He  had  declared  his 
readiness  to  perform  any  ad<litional  act  of  obedience  whick 
might  be  requisite  to  secure  the  posse-ssion  of  eternal  UEb* 
Is  he  sincere  in  these  professmns  ?  Bring  them  to  the  test 
*  To  cmnplete  the  perfection  of  thy  Character,  one  thing  is 
wanting.  To  ensure  an  admission  into  heaven,  one  act  of 
obedience  still  remains  to  be  performed.  Renounce  tJiy 
wealth ;  embrace  a  life  of  poverty  and  perseclition  ;  and 
tims  exchange  thy  perishable  riches  for  an  enduring  treas- 
uif«  for  an  unfuding  crown  of  endless  glory.'  Does  Uie 
mandate  prove  unacceptablo  ?  Does  he  hesitate  7  Does  he 
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draw  back  ?  Does  be  refdse  oonpliaace  7  Jjct  the  trial  detect 
Ua  Self-Deceit.  Let  it  discloae  to  him  the  bidden  iaainoerity 
of  his  proiessions.  Let  it  discover  to  liim  that  worldijr 
spirit*  which  seci-etly  predominates  within*  and,  with  all  his 
imaginary  aspirations  after  heavenly  objects,  insensibly 
rivets  his  soul  to  earth. 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  our  Lord  on  this  memorable  oc^ 
casion  :  a  conduct  evidently  dictated  by  a  compassionate  re* 
gard  to  the  person  on  whose  account  it  took  place ;  admi* 
raUy  suited  to  tlie  peculiar  circumstances  of  his  state  ;  an4 
eminently  calculated  to  pi*ove  in  the  highest  degree  bene^ 
4cial  to  his  most  important  interest  So  far  indeed  as  tha 
event  is  known  to  us,  the  success  of  this  attempt  was  not 
equal  either  to  the  love  which  prompted  it*  or  to  the  wisdom 
with  which  it  was  executed.  The  young  man  terminates 
the  conference.  But  he  terminates  it  in  a  for  more  hope* 
ffll  condition  than  be  had  commenced  it.  He  goes  away 
sorrowfuk  His  presumptuous  expectations  have  encounter- 
ed a  check*  His  favorable  sentiments  of  his  own  goodness 
aod  pretensions  are  probably  shaken.  At  least  his  thoughts 
on  these  subjects  have  received  a  new  direction,  which,  if 
pursued,  may  eventually  lead  him  to  conclusions  very  dif- 
ferent from  those  at  which  be  has  hitherto  arrived.  Of  one 
troth  he  certainly  may  have  acquired  the  knowledge  ;  that 
he  is  not  that  perfect  character  which  be  has  fondly  conceiv* 
ed  himself  to  be«  Whether  the  good  seeds  thus  happily 
sown,  in  process  of  time,  may  bring  forth  their  proper  fruit, 
we  cannot  venture  to  pronounce.  We  may  hope  that  the 
lessons  imparted  to  him  mi^r  become,  through  the  divine  blca« 
sing,  instrumental  to  bis  eternal  salvation  ;  and  that,  aban-> 
doning  the  arrogant  attempt  of  establishing  his  own  right- 
eousoess,  he  may  at  last  *^  submit  himself  to  the  righteou3«i 
ness  of  Ood.'^  But  speculations  of  this  nature  are  m:>re 
curious  tlian  improving.  Let  us  more  profitably  employ 
the  instructi^'e  incident  to  which  our  attention  has  beeii 
turned,  by  deducing  from  it  some  obviqus  and  edifying  re^ 
flections. 

U  Let  us  hence  take  occasion  to  reflect  on  the  misci^  of 
a  state  of  Self-Deception.  If  the  character  which  we  have 
cootemplated  cannot  engage  our  approbation,  at  least  it  must 
excite  our  phy.  To  behold  a  man  wretchedly  deluded  on 
a  point  of  infinite  importance  ;  to  behold  him  sleeping  with 
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presumptnoiis  seearity  on  the  brink  of  everiasUng  destruc- 
tion :'  wiiat  an  affecting  sight !  Justly  entitled  to  our  com- 
pasBion  would  be  the  condition  of  a  person,  who»  afflictiNl 
with  an  incurable  disorder*  which  must  speedily  terminate  i^ 
deatht  should  talk  of  years  to  come,  of  plans  of  future  hap- 
piness ;  and>  unconscious  of  the  fatal  malady  which  secretly 
preyed  upon  his  ritals,  should  fondly  cherish  expectations 
which  never  can  be  realized.  How  much  stronger  claims 
then  to  our  commiseration  does  he  possess,  who  is  deceived 
fts  to  the  state  of  bis  soul ;  who,  being  spiritually  dead, 
llatterf  himself  that  he  is  alive  :  who,  blinded  by  the  spe- 
cious luster  of  a  promising  exterior,  discovers  hot  the  cor^ 
ruption  and  deformity  which  lurk  within !  Does  death  arrest 
liim  in  his  course  7  How  terrible  the  consequences !  To  per- 
hh*  with  a  li6  in  his  right  hand  ;  to  fall  at  once  from  thi 
jlrinnade  of  hope  into  the  abyss  of  torment  and  despair;  to 
liwake  out  of  his  delusive  dreams,  and  find  himself  irrecovl 
eraMy  pltinged  into  that  lake  of  fire  which  never  will  'be 
quenched  ;  what  h^art  can  conceive  the  disappointment,  the 
anguish,  the  horror  of  such  a  state ! 

But  is  the  character  under  view  a  character  rarely  to  be 
found  ?  Is  the  young  man  of  whom  we  have  beeh.discours^ 
ing  a  solitary  instance  of  Self- Deceit?  Alas !  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  there  are  numbers  wfio  resemble  him  ;  whojp 
^  thinking  themselves  to  be  something  when  they  are  no- 
Uiing,  deceive  themselves  :"*  numbei*s,  who,  like  him,  un- 
acquainted ^ith  their  natural  deprivity,  boast  of  the  good- 
tiess  of  their  hearts,  and  pride  themselves  on  their  plnisihg 
tempers'  and  itmiable  dispositions :  numbers,  who,  like  him, 
limiting  their  duty  to  the  precepts  of  the  second  table,  and 
restricting  even  tliese  to  their  literal  interpretation,'  are 
ready  to  exclaim,  **  All  these  things  have  I  kept  from  my 
youth  up  :  what  lack  I  yet  ?^  What  is  actually  the  language 
of  thousands  ?  *  I  have  done  no  harm.  I  am  not  a  mur- 
derer, a  thief,  or  an  adulterer.  I  injure  no  man.  I  pay  to 
all  their  doe.  1  am  kind  to  my  neighbors  ;  affectionate  ttf 
my  relations,  faithful  to  my  friends.  May  I  not  without 
^i^may  look  forward  to  death  and  judgment  ?'  The  con- 
sciences of  many  must  testify  that  this  is  no  feigned  descrip- 
tion. The  consciences  of  many  must  testify,  that  such  has 
been  their  language,  the  language  at  least  of  their  hearts^ 

•  GaLvL  3. 
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But,  my  brethn'n,  if  such  be  the  langnajK^e  <rf  oor  hearts,  in 
what  respect  do  we  differ  from  this  self-deceived  joung  man  i 
Ify  like  him,  we*  say  that  we  have  no  sin,  do  we  not  also  like 
bira  deceive  ourselves  ?  We  can  discern  his  danger.  Can 
we  not  discern  our  own  ?  We  can  pity  bis  state.  Have  we 
no  pity  for  our  own  ?  Israel  said,  «*  Because  I  am  innocent, 
•urely  his  anger  shall  turn  from  me.*'  What  saith  the 
Lord  ?  *«  Behfild  I  will  plead  with  thee,  because  thou  sayesjr 
I  have  not  sinned.**  Sinner,  '^  how  canst  thou  say,  I  am 
not  p<illuted  ?  See  thy  way — ^know  what  thou  hast  done.* 
Does  not  Crod  search  the  heart  7  Canst  thou  hide  thy  sins 
from  him  7  <*  Though  thou  wash  thee  with  nitre,  and  tak^ 
jtfaee  much  soap,  yet  thine  iniquity  is  marked  before  me^ 
saith  the  Lord  God."  Be  no  longer  deceived.  Pray  ths^^ 
your  eyes  may  be  opened.  Seek  to  discover  the  depth  of 
your  iniquity.  Bring  your  heart  and  life  to  the  standard 
of  God*s  word  :  till  convicted,  humbled,  abased,  you  smite 
upon  your  breast,  and  cry,  *'  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner  !** 
2.  Let  us  take  occasion  from  the  subject  before  us  to  re- 
flect, that  in  stripping  away  the  specious  covering,  which 
Self-Deceit  imposes,  and  in  disclosing  the  sinner  to  himself, 
consists  one  important  part  of  the  duty  of  a  minister.  Such 
was  the  conduct  of  our  Lord.  Such  will  be  the  conduct  of 
every  faithful  preacher  of  his  word.  Let  others  prophesy 
'^  smooth  things  ;*'  let  them  **  heat  the  hurt  of  the  people 
slightly  ;*'  let  them  lull  mankind  into  a  false  security,  and 
buoy  them  up  with  a  fallacious  hope.  But  the  pastor,  who 
anxiously  desires  the  eternal  welfare  of  his  flock;  who 
would  improve  the  talent  committed  to  his  keeping,  and 
Would  deliver  his  own  soul,  cannot  thus  betray  his  trust 
Be  cannot  gratify  his  hearers  by  telling  them  that,  <  All  is 
wdl,*  while  he  has  reason  to  suspect,  that  at  the  bottom  they 
are  building  on  a  false  foundation.  He  cannot  flatter  them 
with  the  delusive  notions  of  their  own  sufficiency  and  merit. 
He  roast  labor  to  undeceive  them.  He  knows  that  until  con* 
▼Imred  of  sin,  they  will  never  cordially  submit  to  Christ  He 
knows,  that  If  they  continue  to  regard  themselves  with  com- 
placency* and  satisfiiction,  they  must  perish  everlastingly. 
Bear  then,  my  brethren,  bear  with  ministers  of  this  descrip- 
tion :  <^  for  they  watch  for  your  souls,  as  they  that  must 
gire  account.*'  Do  they  strive  to  correct  your  erroneous  sen- 
timents of  the  goodness  of  your  own  heart  7  Do  they  unfold 
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the  spiritual  impott  of  the  law,  and  point  out  your  numer- 
ous transgressions  of  its  holy  precepts  ?  Call  them  not  your 
enemies.  Say  not,  **  We  liate  tlicro  ;  for  they  do  not  pro- 
phesy good  concerning  us,  but  evil/'  They  are  your  real 
friends.  They  love  your  souls.  At  the  risk  of  inc^irring 
your  displeasure,  of  provoking  your  animadversions,  they 
would  testify  their  love  to  your  souls.  Report  not  of  them, 
that  they  take  delight  in  dealing  out  reprooL  If  they 
wound,  it  is  that  you  may  be  more  effbctually  healed, 
While  they  wound,  tlicy  tenderly  sympathise  in  the  pain 
which  they  inflict.  They  rejoice  to  bind  up  the  broken 
lieart.  Gladly  would  they  lead  you  into  the  paths  of  pleas- 
antness and  peace.  They  would  be  "  helpers  of  your  joy/* 
SuflTer  then  fi*om  them  the  word  of  exhortation.  ^<  Esteem 
them  very  highly  in  love  for  their  work's  sake.**  Reoeive 
them  as  the  faithful  witnesses  of  the  truth,  **  tlio  scrrants 
of  the  most  high  God#  which  shew  unto  you  the  way  of  sul- 
vation.'* 

d.  We  may  hence  also  take  occasion  to  reflect  on  that 
disposition  of  heart,  which  Christ  requires  of  bis  people, 
**  Come  and  follow  me."  An  unreserved  submission  to  his 
will,  a  readiness  to  part  with  all  things  at  his  command,  to 
encounter  all  tilings  for  his  sake,  form  indispensable  features 
in  the  character  of  true  Christians.  **  They  follow  tlie 
Lamb  whithersoever  he  goeth.** — "  Whosoever,'*  says  our 
Lord,  ^^  does  not  bcai*  his  cross  and  come  after  me,  cannot 
be  my  disciple.''  Examine  yourselves,  my  brethren,  on 
this  point.  Is  there  in  your  heart  no  idol  which  usurps  the 
place  of  Christ  ?  Do  you  lay  aside  every  weiglit,  and  the  sin 
which  does  so  easily  beset  you  ?  Having  found  the  pearl  of 
great  price,  arc  you  prepai*ed  to  sell  all  that  you  hava  and 
buy  it  7  Many,  who  i*eceive  the  word  with  joy,  in  time  of 
tribulation,  when  the  sincerity  of  their  professions  is  put  to 
the  trial,  full  away.  Many  who  for  a  season  have  walked 
with  Christ,  have  at  last  forsaken  liim,  **  having  loved  this 
pi*csent  world."  Beware  of  imitating  these  examples.  Be- 
ware of  i*ctaining  a  secret,  uiisusiiectrd  attachmejit  to  the 
things  of  the  present  life.  Pray  for  faith.  Pray  for  sin* 
glcness  of  hcai-t.  Pray  that  ^*  being  rooted  and  grounde4 
in  love,"  you  may  follow  the  Lord  fully.  "  And  the  vci'y 
God  of  peace  sanctify  you  wlmlly  |  and  I  pray  God  your 
whole  spirit,  and  soul,  and  body  be  pi*eserved  blameless  uuta 
the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus !" 
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SERMON  XXXVIII. 

Christ  the  Beloved,  and  the  Friend  o(  bis  People. 

SOirO  OF   SOLOMON,   V.    16. 

T?tts  15  my  BeUreedf  and  this  is  my  Friend ,  0  Daughters  of 
Jerusakm. 

«  WHAT  think  ye  oJ  Christ  ?»*  is  oiie  of  t^ 
most  iin{H>rtant  inquiries  >vhich  can  bo  addressed  to  Us. 
For«  on  oar  just  conceptions  and  accurate  Icnowlodge  of 
HAh  divine  person,  not  only  our  userolness,  our  consistency, 
our  comfort,  but  even  our  very  existence,  as  Christians, 
depends*  <<  This  is  life  eternal,  to  know  thee  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent.'^*  Bles- 
wnA  is  the  nuin  who  can  truly  adopt  the  declaration  of  the 
eburcb  in  the  text ;  and  speaking  of  Christ  can  exclaim, 
in  the  language  of  triumphant  faith,  '<  This  is  my  Beloved, « 
and  this  is  my  Friend/' 

In  discoursing  on  these  interesting  words,  I  shall  con- 
sider them  as  descriptive  of  two  important'  particulars ; 
-^of  the  character  and  of  the  privilege  of  true  Christians. 
They  loVe  Christ :  that  is  their  character.  They  have 
Christ  for  a  friend  :  that  is  their  privilege. 

I.  Christ  is  the  Beloved  of  bis  people.  Whatever  senti- 
menta  other  persons  may  entertain  of  Christ,  his  people  love 
hinu  **  To  them  which  believe,  he  is  prccious.^^f  It  is  the 
^distinguishing  characteristic  of  true  Christians,  that  they  are 
devoted  to  the  service  of  a  master^  **  Whom  having  not  seen, 
they  lovc."^  Arc  they  occupied  In  patient,  laborious,  self- 
denying  exertions  ?  "  The  love  of  Christ  constraineth  • 
tbem/^  On  him  their  desires  are  supremely  and  habitual- 
ly fixed.  They  have  no  conceptions  of  happiness,  of  peace, 
or  of  safety,  with  which  ho  is  not  associated.  He  is  the  sun 
who  cheers  and  gilds  their  prospect.  If  he  '<  hideth  his 
face  they  are  troubled/'  Toothing  they  deem  so  dreadful 
as  a  separation  from  him.     To  **  be  with  him,  and  to  be- 

•  John,  XTiL  3.        t  1  Peter,  il  7.        t  1  Peter,  I  a 
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bold  his  glory/'  coDstittiteSf  in  their  estimation^  the  sum  of 
heavenly  felicity.  In  a  word,  does  Christ  Inquire  of  St. 
Peter,  ^^  Simon,  son  of  Jonas,  lovest  thou  me  ?**  The  heart 
of  every  true  Christian  vibrates  in  unison  with  the  apostle's 
answer,  *•  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  love  thee.*'* 

But  the  love  which  Christians  bear  to  Christ  will  more 
fully  appear  from  considering  the  grounds  of  it.  Why  do 
his  people  love  him  ?  ^*  What  is  their  beloved  more  than 
another  beloved  ?" 

They  love  him  for  his  own  great  and  glorious  perfec- 
tions,    Christ  in  himself  is  **  altogether  lovely."     In  him  all 
beauty  centers.     In  him^  whatever  qualities  excite  admira* 
tion,  or  engage  esteem,  whatever  excel 
fies,  or  endeara  the  character,  unite  w 
alloy.     The  mysterious  glory  of  his  pe 
ble  riches  of  his  grace,  his  wonderful  c< 
speakable  majesty,  his  love  which  pas 
compassion  and  faithfulness,  his  justice 
holiness,  form  altogether  a  bright  assen 
before  which  every  created  excellence 
From  the  unbelieving  world,    indeed,  t 
awfully  concealed.     **  The  God  of  this 
the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  1 
glorious  Gospel  of  Christ,  who  is  the  i 
shine  unto  them.^f     In  their  sight,  C 
nor  comeliness ;  and  when  they  see  bin) 
that  they  should  desire  him."     But  while  *^  these  things  are 
bidden  from  the  wise  and   prudent,  they  are  revealed  unto 
babes."     Christ  manifests    himself  unto  his   people.     On 
them  be  has  bestowed  a  spiritual   sight.     To  them  he  has 
communicated  a  spiritual  taste.     In  their  eyes  **  bow  great 
is  his  goodneaSf  and  bow   great  is  his  beauty."^     What  is 
Ilie  language  of  their  admiring  love  ?  **  It  was  a  true  re- 
|K>rt  that  we  heard  of  thy  acts  and  of  thy  wisdom ;  howbeit 
we  believed  not  the  words   until  we  come,  and  our  eyes 
have  seen  it  ;  and  behold !  the  half  was  not  told  us. — Bles- 
sed be  tlie  Loi*d  God  of  Israel,  whicli  deligbteth  in  thee,  to 
set  tiice  on  the  throne  of  Israel :  because  the  Lord  loved 
Israd  for  ever,  thei'efore  made  he  thee  king  to  do  judg- 
ment and  justice."^ 

But  the  people  of  Christ  not  only  love   him  for  his  own 

^  John.  xxi.  16.    t2Cor.iv.4.    $Zech.i3c.ir.   $  1  Kings,  x.  «» 7. 9. 
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great  and  glorious  perfections ;  they  also  love  him  for  liis 
SQttableness  to  their  necessities.  Great  and  numeroas  are 
Ibe  wants  of  his  people;  but  in  Christ  they  discover  an  am* 
|de  supply  provided.  '<For  it  hath  pleased  the  Father, 
that  in  him  should  all  fulness  dwdL''  Are  they  in  a  lost 
and  perishing  condition  ?  Chrbt  is  a  <'  Saviour  and  a  g^reat 
one."  Are  they  blind  and  ignorant  ?  In  Christ  <<  are  hid 
an  tiie  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge.''  Are  they  tied 
amd  bound  with  the  chain  of  their  sins  ?  Christ  <<  proclaims 
liberty  to  the  captives,  and  tlie  opening  of  the  prisons  to 
them  that  are  bound/'  Are  they  weak  and  helpless  ? 
Christ  <<  will  give  strength  to  his  people.  He  is  a  strength 
to  the  poor,  a  strength  to  the  needy  in  bi.9  distress."  In  a 
word,  Christ  is  a  remedy  exactly  suited  to  every  want 
He  is  **  an  hiding  place  from  the  wind,  a  covert  from  the 
tempest ;  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place,  as  the  shadow 
of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land."*  Thus  all-sufBcient, 
thus  fully  qualified  to  be  <<  a  very  present  help  in  time  of 
trouble  f*  can  his  people  desist  from  loving  him  ?  His  very 
suitableness  endears  him  to  them.  He  is  the  **  one  thing 
needful."     How  shall  they  not  esteem  him  precious  ? 

But  they  possess  other  and  still  stronger  grounds  for 
their  attachment  to  him.  The  people  of  Christ  love  him  for 
the  special  benefits  which  he  hath  conferred  upon  them. 
In  many  particulars  they  have  themselves  ^  tasted  that  the^ 
Lord  is  gracious." 

Th^  have  experienced  the  freeness  of  his  love.  *^  He 
found  them  when  they  sought  him  not — Alienated  from  the 
life  of  Grod  through  the  ignorance  that  was  in  them,  thejf 
went  on  frowanHy  in  the  way  of  their  own  hearts."  Christ 
<'  saw  their  way  and  healed  them."  When  he  might  justly 
have  destroyed  them  in  their  iniquities,  '^  his  thoughts  were 
thoughts  of  peace  and  not  of  evil."  When  they  were  dead 
in  trespasses  and  sins,  he  said  unto  them,  Live.f  He  roused 
their  sleeping  consciences.  He  removed  the  veil  of  ain,  of 
prejudice,  of  unbelief.  He  **  brought  them  by  a  way  that 
they  knew  not :  he  led  them  in  paths  that  they  had  not 
known.  He  made  darkness  light  before  them,  and  crooked 
things  straight"  They  have  been  unprofitable  servants  :  but 
he  hath  not  forsaken  them.     They  have  been  <^  dull  of  hearr- 

*  Isaiab,  xxxiL  3.        t  EzekieL  xvi.  6* 
Vou  II.  49  X 
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in^  ;*'  slow  of  heart  to  belieye ;  but  he  has  borne  with  tbeir  in* 
Urmitiefl.  Their  progress  has  little  corresponded  with  the  op-> 
portunities  afforded :  but  he  <^  has  not  despised  the  day  of  sinmli 
things/^  Too  often  have  they  provoked  his  wrath  }  but  he 
bath  not  cast  them  off  for  ever.  He  ^*  hath  not  suffered  his 
whole  displeasure  to  arise.  He  lias  beakd  their  backslid* 
ings  :  he  has  loved  them  freely  :  his  anger  has  been  tui*ned 
away."  Shall  they  not  love  him  for  these  things  i  He  hatti 
<«  drawn  them  with  loving  kindness/'  He  bath  <<  dr&wm 
them  with  cords  of  a  man,  with  bands  of  love.'' 

They  have  experienced  the  eficacy  of  his  pardoning  mer- 
cy. They  have  sinned  greatly  against  the  Lord  :  but  the 
Lord  hath  put  away  their  sin.  Weary  and  heavy  ladea 
with  a  sense  of  their  unworthiness^  they  have  come  unto 
Christ  for  pardon,  and  have  found  rest  unto  their  souls. 
'<  They  sought  the  Lord  and  he  heard  them,  and  delivered 
them  from  all  their  fears.  They  looked  unto  him  and  were 
lightened,  and  their  face^  were  not  ashamed.''*  He  bas  bowid 
up  their  broken  heart.  He  has  healed  their  wounded  qwr- 
it.  He  hath  **  given  thein  beauty  for  ashes,  the  oil  of  joy 
for  mourning,  the  garment  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heavi-i 
ness."  Is  the  guilt  of  sin  removed  ?  Is  their  conscience 
purged  from  dead  works  to  ser\'e  the  living  God  ?  Are  they 
delivered  from  the  verath  to  come  ?  Can  they  draw  near 
wilh  confidence  to  the  throne  of  grace  7  Do  they  rqoice  in 
hope  of  the  glory  of  Ood  ?  Christ  is  the  author  of  these 
blessings.  He  has  purchased  them  by  his  blood.  He  has 
applied  them  by  his  Spirit.  ^'  He  speaks  peace  unto  his 
|>eoplc,  and  to  his  saints."  Shall  they  not  love  Him,  who 
gave  himself  for  them  that  he  might  become  tbeir  peace  2 
Because  much  has  been  forgiven,  therefore  ehaU  they  love 
htm  much. 

They  have  experienced  the  power  of  his  sanctifying  gr^oe* 
By  nature  they  were  the  slaves  of  the  devil,  of  the  worbl, 
and  of  the  flesh.  They  "  served  divers  lusts  and  pleasuresu 
They  yielded  their  members  instruments  of  unrighteousness 
unto  sin.''  But  a  glorious  change  bas  been  wrougbt. 
They  arc  recovered  out  of  the  snare  of  the  deviL  They 
overcome  the  world.  They  no  longer  walk  after  the 
flesh.  **  Being  made  free  from  sin^  thcgr  ere  become  the 
servants  of  righteousness.'^     To  what  cause  do  they  ascribe 

*  Psalm,  ^oaciv.  4,   5. 
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thifi  l^riam  change  ?  To  themselves ;  to  their  own  wisdom, 
goodliest  etreDgib  ?  No.  To  Christ ;  to  his  grace,  his 
power,  his  Spirit  He  has  **  overcome  the  strong  man  arm- 
ed.'^ He  has  '<  delivered  them  from  this  present  evil  world.'' 
He  has  taught  them  to  <^  crucify  the  flesh  with  its  afections 
and  lusls.'*  Christ  ha»  ntade  them  free.  Hb  own  arm 
has  brought  salvation*  He  has  supplied  them  with  power 
atid  strength  to  have  victory.  Shall  they  not  love  their  de« 
Ui^erer  ?  Shall  they  not  love  him  who  has  done  so  great 
things  for  them  ? 

They  have  experienced  the  faithfulness  of  his  word.  He 
bos  <<  given  to  them  eacceeding  great  and  precious  promises :" 
promises  of  succor  in  distress ;  promises  of  sanctified  af- 
fliction ;  promises  of  answer  to  prayer ;  promises  of  favor- 
able providence  ;  the  **  promise  of  the  life  that  now  Ls,  and 
of  that  which  is  to  come.'*  Tlie  truth  of  these  promises 
Christ's  people,  on  many  occasions,  have  found.  They  have 
trusted  in  Ui^a  and  have  been  holpen.  They  have  called  up* 
o«  him  and  have  been  delivered.  <*  For  a  season  (if  need 
be)  they  have  been  in  heaviness  through  manifold  tempta* 
tioas.''  To  one  affliction  another  has  rapidly  succeeded. 
Their  soul  has  fainted  in  them.  ^<  Hath  the  Lord  forgotten 
to  be  gracious  ?  Is  bis  mercy  clean  gone  forever  ?"  Such 
h»s  been  the  language  of  their  desponding  thoughts.  But 
in  doe  time  the  Lord  has  appeared  for  them.  They  *<  have 
wen  the  end  of  the  Lord,  thi^  the  Lord  is  very  pitiful  and 
of  tender  nercy.^'  They  have  found  reason  to  confess  that 
^  his  judgments  are  right,  and  that  in  (kithfulness  he  hath 
afflicted  them.^  The  path  which  they  ought  to  choose,  has 
at  times  been  dark  and  intricate.  Unlooked-for  obstacles 
liave  impeded  their  progress,  and  distracted  their  attention. 
Their  feet  have  well  nigh  slipped.  But  *^  the  Lord  hath 
apbeM  their  steps."  He  hath  ^*  preserved  the  way  of  his 
saints."  They  have  ^  heard  a  voice  behind  them,  saying, 
ibis  is  the  way,  walk  ye  in  it|  when  they  have  turned  to 
the  right  hand  or  when  they  have  turned  to  the  left."* 
Shall  not  his  people  love  him  for  these  things  ?  Shall  they 
not  '^  love  him,  because  he  bath  heard  their  voice  and  their 
supplication  2" 

Such  are  the  grounds  of  that  love  which  true  Christians 
bear  to  Christ.     They  love  him  for  his  own  glorious  per« 

•  I<»iah,  jpcx.  21. 
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fections.  Tiiej  love  him  for  his  sititablenem  to  their  neoewi- 
iies.  They  love  him  for  the  apodal  benefits  which  be  has  con- 
ferred upon  them.  <'  This  is  my  beloved,  O  daaghters  of  Je- 
rusalem V*  Is  not  my  Beloved  more  than  another  Bdoved  ^ 
/   IL  Christ  is  the  Friend  of  his  people. 

This  is  their  privilef^.  They  have  a  ft4end»  **  m  whom» 
llioagh  now  they  see  him  not,  yet  beHevingfy  they  mkj  iie-» 
joice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  Ml  of  glory.''  The  Phar- 
isees reproachfully  denominated  Christ,  ^*  the  Friend  of  mth* 
nevs.^  But  it  is  a  title  in  which  he  glories.  He  is  tbs 
Friend  of  all  penitent  sinners.  He  was  their  Friend  on 
earth.  He  is  tlieir  Friend  In  heaven.  He  is  <*  the  propiti*- 
aition  for  their  stns,  and  their  advocate  with  tbe  Father.  The 
privilege  of  having  Christ  fbr  a  Friend  will  more  pavtiot* 
larly  appear  from  considering  what  a  Friend  be  is. 

I.  Christ  is  a  Friend,  who  teiideriy  loves  his  people^  and 
is  cordially  attached  to  their  interests.  £te  is  not  an  indif* 
fercnt  spectator  of  their  concerns.  He  anxkwaly  desfitv 
their  felicity.  Of  his  love  to  tbem  he  has  exWUtiDd  the 
most  unquestionable  proofs.  Had  he  not  kved  them  witk 
the  tenderest  love,  would  he  for  fliem  have  been  made  in 
Ihe  lilceness  of  sinful  flesh  ?  Would  he  for  them  have  endur- 
ed poverty,  pain,  and  ignominy,  tbe  conti^adiction  of  shiners^ 
the  malice  of  Sittan,  the  wrath  <tf  Ctod  ?  Look  at  the  crosa^ 
and  catch  some  faint  conceptions  of  his  immeasoraUe  love* 
**  Greater  lot'e  has  no  man  than  this,  that  a  uNm  lay  down 
his  life  for  his  friends. — *^  But  while  we  were  yet  enemies 
Christ  died  for  us."<^  Him  lapse  of  time,  has  changiB  of  cir- 
cumstances,  abated  the  ardor  of  the  Redeemer's  love  ?  Bit^ 
alted  to  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  btgb,  does  he  h>V6 
his  people  with  a  less  fervent  love,  than  when  he  was  on 
earth  ?  The  relations  in  whi<;b  the  Soriptnro  represents  him 
as  standing  connected  with  iiis  people,  evince  the  strength 
and  tenderness  of  his  aSbction  for  them.  <<  He  1st  net 
ashamed  to  eall  them  brethren."  He  bestows  on  them  tbe 
endearing  appeitation  of  children.  **  Behold*  I  and  the 
children  which  God  hath  given  me."f  What  blessings  may 
they  not  expect  from  a  father's  love  ?  Nay,  he  describes  his 
love  for  them  as  surpassing  e\'en  that  of  a  mother  for  her 
infant.  ^'  Can  a  woman  forget  her  sucking  child  that  she 
should  pot  have  compassion  on  the  son  of  her  womb  ?  Tea, 

f  John,  XV.  13.   Bom.  T.  ».  10.       t  Hebrews,  il  11. 13. 
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tbc^  may  forget^  yet  will  I  not  forgot  thee.''*  Christ  is  the 
huflhaiid  of  his  people.  No  image  can  more  strongly  de^ 
plot  his  love  for  their  persons^  and  his  solicitude  for  tlietr 
happiness*  He  speaks  of  their  interest  as  identified  with 
his  own.  **  He  that  toucheth  yon  toochetb  the  apple  of  my 
eye. — Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these  my  brethren^  ye  have  done  it  imto  me.''f 

S.  Christ  is  an  all-powerful  Friend.  The  ability  of  a 
firiottd  to  serve  us>  might  fall  short  of  bis  inclination.  How- 
ever cordially  attached  to  our  interests^  be  might  be  unable 
to  promote  them.  But  the  power  of  Christ  is  infinite^  as 
bis  love  is  immeasurable.  **  AU  power  is  given  unto  him 
in  heaven  and  in  earth."^  The  kingdoms  of  nature,  of 
providence,  of  grace,  are  under  his  control.  He  is  <<  the 
mighty  Oed/'$  the  Creator  and  Upliolder  of  all  things. 
With  what  confidence  may  not  the  people  at  Christ  repose, 
on  ouch  an  all-powerful  Friend  i  Into  what  difficulties  can 
Ibey  be  plunged,  from  which  he  cannot  eictricate  them  ?  With 
^at  enemies  can  they  be  called  to  contend,  from  which  be 
cannot  protect  them  ?  are  they  afflicted  with  sickness  ?  He 
ean  say  unto  the  pestilence^  Go,  and  it  goeth.  Are  they 
oppressed  with  want  i  He  can  send  bis  ravens  and  feed  them* 
Are  they  immured  in  prisons  2  He  can  commission  his  an-, 
gds  to  deliver  them.  Are  tbey  in  perils  of  water  2  The 
wniis  and  the  waves  obey  bis  voice.  Are  they  exposed  to 
vavenotts  beasts  ?  He  can  stop  the  mouths  of  lions.  Are 
tbey  cast  into  the  burning  furnace  i  He  can  quench  the  vi«- 
oleiioe  of  fire.  In  spiritual  concerns  is  he  less  mighty  to 
save  i  Hear  bis  own  declaration :  **  I  will  give  unto  my 
sheep  eternal  life,  and  they  shall  never  perish ;  neither  shall 
any  pluck  tbem  out  of  my  hand.'*  Hear  the  declaration  of 
Im  apoofle,  St  Paul :  ^<  I  know  whoni  I  have  believed ;  and 
I  am  persuaded  that  He  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have 
committed  unto  him  against  that  day.^'H  What  comforta- 
ble declarations  to  the  people  of  Christ !  Satan  may  desire 
io  have  them  that  be  may  sift  tbem  as  wheat ;  but  stronger 
is  be  who  is  with  them,  than  he  who  is  against  tbem.  In 
themselves  they  are  weak  and  ready  to>f«ll :  but  <<  under- 
neath are  the  everiasting  arms.''  He  who  **  loved  them, 
and  gave  himself  for  them,  i$  able  to  save  them  to  the  ut- 

*  Isaiah,  adix.  15.       fZech.  fi.  8.   Matthew,  xxv.  4a       t  Mat- 
thew, xxvvL  18.       $  Isaiah,  ix.  6.       [I  John,  x.  38.   3  Tun.  L  11 
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termost"     He  ^*  will  keep  them  by  his  power  through  faith 
unto  salvation/' 

3.  Christ  is  an  unchangeable  Friend.  However  powers 
ftti  oar  friends  might  be,  however  coi*diaUy  attached  to  our 
interests ;  yet  the  apprehension  that  his  protection  might 
possibly  be  withdrawn  from  us,  or  the  warmth  of  bis  auc- 
tion might  hereafter  be  diminished^  would  in  seme  degree 
shake  the  stability  and  abate  the  ardor  of  our  confldence. 
But  the  people  of  Christ  have  no  just  grounds  for  such  ap- 
prehensions. He  is  the  true  Friend»  who  changeth  not. 
A  man  may  be  influenced  by  caprice  in  selecting  the  objeefs 
of  his  favor :  or  by  injurious  misrepresentations  he  may  be 
persuaded  to  abandon  those  whose  cause  he  has  espoused.  A 
change  in  their  outward  circumstances  may  diimp  his  zeal  in 
their  service :  or  the  discovery  that  they  are  less  deserving 
of  his  kindness  than  he  had  formerly  imagined  them  to  be, 
may  induce  him  to  withhold  his  sapport.  But  none  of  these 
causes  can  operate  to  impair  the  love  of  Christ  for  his  peo- 
ple. All  bis  proceedings  are  the  dictates  of  onerring  and 
infinite  wisdom.  **  With  him  is  no  variableness,  neither 
shadow  of  turning.  He  is  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and 
for  ever.***  The  worid  may  mistake  or  may  calumniate 
the  character  of  his  people^  But  Christ  *^  knoweth  them 
that  arc  his.''f  He  sees  and  approves  their  hearts.  No 
change  in  their  outward  circumstances  can  e^range  his  af« 
lection  from  them.  It  is  not  tlieir  poverty  or  affluence,  It 
is  not  their  external  meanness,  or  worldly  grandeur,  which 
attracts  iiis  notice.  He  did  not  <<  set  his  love  upon  tiiem^ 
for  the  sake  of  any  merit  which  he  previously  discovered*  or 
expected  hereafter  to  discover  in  them  :  but  because  he  **  de- 
lightetli  in  mercy  :"  because  he  **  will  be  gracious  to  whom 
he  will  be  graciotts.'':|:  ^  Who  then  shall  separate  them  from 
the  love  of  Christ  ?''  Shall  tribulation,  or  distress,  or  perse- 
cution, or  famine,  or  nakedness,  or  peril,  or  sword  ?  Nay  in 
all  these  things  they  are  more  than  conquerors  through  him 
who  loved  them. — Neither  deativ  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor 
principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  npr  things  to 
come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  shall 
be  able  to  separate  them  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in 
Christ  Jesus  their  Lord.''$ 

•  James,  i  17.    Hebrews,  xiil  8.       f  2  Tim.  il  19.       %  Exodus, 
xxxiii.  19.       $  Rom.  viii.  35.  37,  38,  39. 
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44  Christ  is  a  seasonaUe  Friend*  There  are  times  and 
circumstances  in  which  we  peculiarly  require  the  consolation 
and  assistance  of  a  friend.  At  such  seasons  his  presence  is 
doubly  valuable.  The  friend  who  ministers  to  our  support^ 
when  other  friends  forsake  us,  and  when  we  stand  most  in 
need  of  his  support,  pre-eminently  shews  himself  to  be  a 
friend*  Such  a  Friend  is  Christ  to  his  people.  In  the  day 
of  adversity  they  too  often  experience  the  insincerity  of 
earthly  friends^  the  vanity  of  all  human  reliances.  But  in 
snch  a  season  does  Christ  fail  them  ?  No.  He  is  the  ^*  Friend 
who  loveth  at  all  times,  the  brother  who  is  bom  for  ad^ 
versify.'**  In  such  a  season  his  people  feel  his  value.  His 
presence  cheers  their  gloomy  path.  His  promises  revive 
their  fainting  spirits.  '^  When  their  father  and  their  mother 
forsake  them,  the  Lord  taketh  them  up.'^ 

Behold  tliat  emaciated  form  agonized  with  pain  sinking 
under  the  weight  of  accumulated  disease.     By  to-morrow's 
dawn  be  will  be  a  lifeless  coipse.     What,  in  this  trying  sea* 
son,  is  the  support  which  he  receives  ?  He  lias  trusted  in 
riches.     Do  riches  now  sustain    him  ?  Do  they  illume  his 
cheerless  prospect  ?  Do  they  allay  his  guilty  fears  ?  He  has 
j^aced  hiB  confidence  in  man.     Does  man   now  minister  to 
his  relief?  Where  are  the  gay  companions  of  his  mirthful 
boors  ?  Where  is  the  servile  herd  of  sycophants,  who  once 
hung  upon  his  lips  ?  Where  are  the  admiring  crowds  who 
sounded  forth  his  praises  and  idolized   his  name  I  AH,  all 
are  fled.     In  such  a  trying  season,  does  Christ  forsake  his 
people  ?  Does  he  leave  them  comfortless  and  unsupported  ? 
Visit  the  chamber  of  the  dying  Christian.     Mark  his  jriac- 
id  brow ;  his  eye   glistening  with  hope ;  his  countenance, 
from  which  even  the  advancing  hand  of  death  cannot  dis« 
place  the  smile.     Whence  springs  this  sweet  serenity,  this 
calm,  triumphant  cheerfulness  ?  Christ  is  with  him.     Christ 
has  smoothed  the  bed  of  death,  and  quiets  every  fear.  '  Does 
death  alarm  ?  I  have  removed  its  sting.     Does  the  thought 
of  separation  from  earthly  friends  distress  ?  '*  Leave  thy 
fatherless  children^  I  will  preserve  them,  and  let  thy  widows 
trust  in  me.'*     Does  the  apprehension  oC dissolution  terrify  ? 
♦*  When  thou  paseest  through  the  waters,  I  will  he  with  thco  ; 
— Be  not  dismayed,  for  I  am  thy   God.     1  will  strengthen 

•  Proverbs,  xvii.  17. 
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thee ;  I  will  lielp  thee ;  yea,  I  will   uphold  thee  with  the 
ri^ht  hand  of  my  righteousness."  '* 

But  there  is  another  awful  season  Cut  approaching.  '<  The 
dead,  small  and  greats  shall  stand  before  God ;  and  the 
books  shall  be  opened  ;  and  the  dead  shall  be  judged  out  of 
those  things  which  shfldl  be  written  in  the  books,  according 
to  their  works.*'  In  that  fearful  judgaent^  of  what  incon- 
ceivable  value  will  be  a  Friend  to  plead  oar  cause,  to  an- 
swer the  demands  of  the  law,  to  rebuke  the  adversary  !  Such 
a  Friend  in  that  day  will  Christ  be  found  to  his  peqde. 
He  will  deliver  them  from  going  down  into  the  pit  **  Who 
shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elect  ? — I  have 
redeemed  them :  they  are  mine.''f  For  then  I  shed  ray- 
blood.  For  them  I  fulfilled  all  righteousness.  They 
are  my  friends  :  the  people  of  my  hand,  the  sheep  of  my 
pasture.  Who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  **  Come  ye  blessed 
of  my  Father;  inherit  tKe  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from 
the  foundation  of  the  worid.** 

My  brethren,  contemplate  the  unspeakable  jH^ivilege  of 
having  such  a  Friend.  The  unbelieving  world,  which  know- 
eth  not  Christy  may  form  erroneous  sentiments  of  bis  peo- 
ple«  Ignorant  of  the  heavenly  principle  by  which  they 
are  influenced,  it  may  <'  account  their  life  madness."  Ig- 
norant of  the  glorious  privilege  which  they  enjoy,  it  may 
^  esteem  them  stricken,  smitten  of  ^od,  and  afflicted."  But 
are  such  conceptions  just  ?  The  true  Christian,  acting  un- 
der the  habitual  and  uniform  impulse  of  love  to  his  exalted 
Saviour,  is  the  only  wise  and'consistent  character  upon  earth. 
Confiding  in  such  a  Friend,  he  exclusively  possesses  a  never- 
failing  source  of  the  purest  and  most  substantial  felicity. 
Of  all  the  sons  of  men,  he  alone,  with  reason,  can  adopt  the 
exulting  declaratbn  of  the  prophet :  <'  Although  the  fig-tree 
shall  not  blossom,  neither  shall  fruit  be  in  the  vine,  the  la- 
bor of  the  olive  shall  fail,  and  the  fields  sliall  yield  no 
meat,  the  flock  shall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  shall 
be  no  herd  in  the  stall :  yet  will  I  rejoice  iu  the  Lord,  I 
will  joy  in  the  Crod  of  my  salvation.":^ 

But  who  then  is  the  true  Christian  ?  Who  can  justly  ap- 
propriate to  himself  this  character  ?  Who  is  there  among 
118  that,  speaking  of  Christ,  with  humble  confidence  can 
sav,  **  This  is  my  friend  ?"  To  this  question,  my  brethren, 

«  Jer.  xlix.  11.  Isaiah,  sdfS  :2.  til  la  f  Isfdah,  xliil  1.  t  Hab- 
bak.  iu.  17»  18. 
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I  ^obM  reply  by  proposing  another itqoiry.  Wbeis  tkste 
mmong  as  that,  speaking  of  Christ,  can  truly  say,  <<  This  is 
my  Beloved  ?*'  If  you  partake  of  the  privilege  of  hb  people, 
you  also  partake  of  their  character.  If  Cbrbt  be  your 
Friend,  you  have  the  testimony  of  your  heart  that  you  love 
him.  Have  you  this  testimony  ?  Of  such  infinite  impor- 
tance to  your  peace,  comfort,  and  safety,  is  a  clear  decision 
on  this  point,  that  I  shall  proceed  to  specify  some  marics, 
by  which  you  may  judge  whether  you  love  Christ  or  not. 

1.  If  you  love  Christ,  you  love  his  cause.  Ton  cannot 
indeed  be  attached  to  your  Master,  and  feel  indifferent  to 
his  interests.  What  is  the  cause  of  Christ?  **  For  this 
purpose  the  Son  of  God  was  manifested,  that  he  might  de- 
stroy the  works  of  the  devil.'*  In  opposition  to  the.  usurped 
dominion  of  Satan,  Christ  has  established  a  kingdom ;  m 
kingdom,  which  commences  in  grace  here,  and  will  termin- 
ate in  glory  hereafter.  Of  this  kingdom,  all  true  Christiant 
are  subjects.  Reclaimed  from  the  servitude  of  sin,  they  are 
become  the  servants  of  Christ.  In  the  increase  and  pros- 
perity of  this  kingdom,  he  <<  sees  the'  travail  of  his  soul, 
tad  is  satisfied.^  In  the  increase  and  prosperity  of  this 
kingdom,  his  subjects  cannot  but  exalt.  You  cannot  belong 
to  this  kingdom,  and  yet  deem  it  a  matter  of  little  moment, 
whether  the  interests  of  Christ,  or  the  interest  of  Satan, 
prevail.  If  you  truly  love  Christ,  the  success  of  his  causa 
in  the  world  will  lie  near  your  heart  That  his  kingdom 
may  come,  is  your  prayer.  That  his  kingdom  loill  come^ 
is  your  joy.  With  the  angels  you  now  rejoice  over  one  sin- 
ner that  repenteth.  In  hope,  you  already  anticipate  thai 
furious  time,  when  *'  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  be- 
come the  kingdoms  of  the  Lord  and  of  his  Christ ;  and  ha. 
shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever.*'* 

S«  If  you  love  Christ,  you  love  his  people.  ^*  Every  ona^ 
that  loveth  him  that  begat,  loveth  him  also  that  is  begotten 
of  bioi.^'t  In  the  nature  of  things  it  cannot  be  otherwise. 
The  people  of  Christ  are  his  representatives  on  earth. 
Faint,  indeed,  is  their  present  resemblance  to  hinu  Far 
short  do  they  fall  of  their  divine  original.  But  still  tbey 
bear  his  likeness.  The  same  humility,  meekness,  patience^ 
purity,  disinterestedness,  the  same  love  of  God  and  of  man^ 

«  Rtt.  xL  15.       1 1  John*  v.  1. 
Vol.  II.  SO 
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Ikt  vttmt  bdy  tbhoneiice  of  sin,  which  aboii^  so  raqple&d- 
eiifly  in  Christy  shine  also,  with  however  diminished  lostre, 
in  his  people.  Can  you  love  those  graces  ponrtrayed  in 
Christ,  and  not  love  them  reflected  in  his  people  ?  Can  you 
lovo  Christ  and  not  feel  a  decided  partiality  for  those,  who, 
even  in  a  very  imperfect  manner,  resemble  him  ?  No.  If 
you  *^  love  the  Lord  Jesus  in  sincerity/'  his  image,  wher- 
ever discovered,  will  be  the  object  of  your  love.  By  what- 
ever  name  it  may  be  distinguished,  in  whatever  sect  or  par- 
ty it  may  he  found,  whether  it  inhabit  a  palace  or  a  cottage^ 
**  that  mind,  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus,'*  will  attract 
your  esteem,  will  engage  your  affections.  By  this  secret 
bias  of  your  heart,  your  own  conduct  will  insensibly  be  gov- 
erned. *^  You  will  do  good  unto  all  men,  but  especially 
nnto  them  that  are  of  the  household  of  faith."  Towards 
all  men  you  will  exercise  a  kind  and  benevolent  disposition  ; 
but  it  is  from  among  those  <<  who  have  obtained  like  pre- 
cious faith  with  yourselves,"  that  you  will  select  the  objects 
of  your  s^iecial  regard  and  friendship.  <<  The  faithful  in 
Christ  Jesus"  you  will  account  the  truly  honorable  on  earth  ; 
the  ^<  excellent,  in  whom  is  all  your  delight." 

S.  If  you  love  Christ,  you  love  his  ordinances.  It  is  in 
his  ordinances  that  Christ  more  especially  meets  his  peo- 
ple, and  manifests  himself  unto  them.  It  is  in  his  ordi- 
nances that  **  be  restoreth  the  souls  of  bis  saints."  They 
cannot  then  but  love  those  ordinances,  in  which  they  have 
been  quickaied,  comforted,  refreshed.  They  cannot  but 
desire  to  <'  see  the  power  and  glory  of  the  Lord,  as  tli^ 
have  seen  them  in  the  sanctuary."  What  a  prominent  fea- 
ture in  the  character  of  David  is  his  attachment  to  the 
house  and  worship  of  the  Lord !  How  bitterly  does  be  la- 
ment exclusion  from  tbem !  How  earnestly  does  he  pray  for 
restoration  to  them  !  **  Woe  is  me  that  I  sojourn  in  Mesech  ; 
that  I  dwell  in  the  tents  of  Kedar ! — ^As  the  hart  panteth  af- 
ter the  water  brooks,  so  panteth  my  soul  after  thee^  0  God. 
My  soul  tbirsteth  for  Crod,  for  the  living  God ;  when  shall 
I  come  and  appear  before  God  ? — 0  send  out  tby  light  and 
thy  truth  :  let  them  lead  me,  let  them  bring  me  unto  thy 
holy,  hill,  and  to  thy  tabernacles.  Then  will  I  go  unto  the 
altar  of  God,  unto  God,  my  exceeding  joy  ;  yea,  upon  the 
harp  will  I  praise  thee^  0  God,  my  God."  Corresponding 
with  these  sentiments  of  David,  if  you   truly  love  Christy 
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will  bo  your  sentiments.  Though  the  tnme  of  jmtt  mimi 
may  not  at  all  times  permit  you  to  adopt  this  glowing  anil 
animated  language  ;  though  the  fervor  of  your  religions  «C* 
fections  will  too  often  subside,  and  thOiAre  ercn  abate  at  the 
altar ;  yet  the  prevailing  and  settled  inclination  of  your 
heart  will  accord  with  that  of  the  Psalmist.  With  him  you 
win  be  enabled  decidedly  to  say,  **  Lord,  I  lore  the  habita- 
tion of  thy  house,  and  the  place  where  thine  fhonor  dwellr 
eth. — One  thing  have  I  desired  of  the  Lord,  that  wilt  I  seek 
after ;  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord  all  tho 
days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the  Lord>  mid  to 
inquire  in  his  temple.^' 

4.  If  you  love  Christ  you  love  to  do  his  will.     Of  all  tho 
proofs  by  which  love  to  Christ  is  attested,  obedience  to  his 
commands  is  the  most  decisive.     It  is  that  proof,  witboal 
which  every  other  attestation  is  insuffcient  to  evince  tbo 
reality  of  your  love.  Unattended  indeed  by  the  ottier  marks 
idready  adduced,  the  sincerity  of  an  obedience,  apparently 
the  most  exemplary,  might  be  justly  suspected.     But^  on 
tiie  other  hand,  unaccompanied  by  obedience,  the  most  ar* 
dent  profession  of  love  to  Christ,  of  zeal  in  his  service^  of 
attachment  to  his  cause,  to  his  people,  to  bis   ordinances^ 
must  be  adjudged  to  be  fidse  and  spurious  :  the  offset,  not 
of  Christian  love,  but  of  pride  or  obstinacy,  of  a  deceived 
and  self-opinionated  mind,  of  party  spirit,  of  unsanotifted  at> 
Ibctions.     Obedience  is  the  comer  stone  which  unites  the  . 
whole  edifice  together,  and  reiriers  it  compact  and  solid. 
Obedience  is  that  test,  which  tries  the  genuineness  of  every 
pretension,  and  distinguishes  the  sterling  metal  from  every 
counterfeit     Obedience  is  the  fruit,  by  which  Christ  him- 
self requires  his  people  to  evidence  their  love.     *^  If  ye  lovo 
me,  ke^  my  commandments. — ^Ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do 
whatsoever  I  command  you.^*     Obedience  is  the  fruit  by 
wbich,  if  you  love  Christ,  you  evidence  your  love.     Tour 
obedience  indeed  is,  at  the  best,  defective  and  unprofitable ; 
bat  it  is  sincere,  it  is  cordial,  it  is  universaL     Tou  search 
ihe  Scriptures,  that  you  may  know  the  will  of  Christ.     So 
Ikr  as  you  discover  his  will,  you  desire  im^icitly  to  per- 
form it.     Tou  neither  attempt  nor  wish  to  substitute  any 
other  rule  of  conduct     Tou  sin  not  as   others  sin,  as  you 
Toursdves  once  sinned,  with  allowance  and  delight.     S|n  is 

*  Johi^  Kiv.  15.  XV.  }4* 
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ym^ltmiem  ymr  flhanley  tout  grieC  Y#ur  eaniert  wl«h» 
your  coBflUmt  prayor,  your  daily  endeavor^  is  to  gram  in 
graces  to  be  more  and  more  conf6r«i#d  to  the  ^<  iaiage  of 
God»  in  fightcoasacai  aad  true  boliness.'^  Toar  Ungaago 
ia,  ^*  O  that  there  was  such  an  heart  in  me»  that  I  aiight; 
Fear  the  Lordt  aad  keep  all  his  commaBdments  always  P 

Does  conactenoe,  on  this  examtnationt  testify  in  your  fa- 
vor  ?  Can  you  justly  conclude,  on  the  grounds  addaoed»  that 
you  love  Christ?  Take  to  yoorsdves  the  full  comfinl  which 
this  conclusion  warrants.  Is  Christ  your  Beloved  ?  Be  as- 
sured that  he  is  also  your  Friend.  Be  assured  that  he  is  a 
friend  cordially  attached  pa  your  interests  :  your  all-poW« 
«flaU  yotir  unchangeable  Friend :  a  Friend  who  will  never 
leave  you  nor  forsake  yon :  who,  at  those  seasons  in  wkidi 
you  moat  need  a  friendt  in  the  time  of  adversity^  in  the 
hour  of  deathf  ikod  in  the  day  of  judgment,  by  his  presence, 
his  consolations,  and  his  support,  will  manifest  the  strength 
and  tendemeas  of  his  aBection  for  you.  Confide  in  such  a 
Friend  with  ful|  assurance  of  faith.  Rejoice  in  ^och  a 
Friend  with  full  assurance  of  hope.  Dismiss  erery  fear 
dishonorable  to  him,  i^jurioas  to  yourself.  Live  upon  his 
bilness.  Go  on  your  way  rejoicing.  The  day  is  fest  ap« 
^fnroaching  when  Ife  **  whom  ymr  soui  UrotOC*  shaH  no  km* 
ger  be  hidden  from  your  sight  f '  Behold  be  cometh  with 
clouds,  and  every  eye  shall  see  Um.'*  In  that  d^r  yon 
shall  lift  up  your  heads  with  joy.  With  transport  you  shall 
welcome  *^  the  glorious  appearing  of  your  great  Gad  and 
Saviour. — Lo,  this  is  our  GU»d  :  wo  have  waited  for  hto^  and 
he  will  save  us.  This  is  the  Lord  $  we  have  wailed  for 
him  ;  iih)  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in  hi^  salvation.*?*  You 
shall  then  *<see  him  as  he  is/'  your  Beloved  wA  your 
Friend.  You  shall  <<  enter  into  his  joy.*'  You  shall ''  be 
ever  with  the  Lord,''  and  shdl  <'  belmld  hia  glory." 

But  are  there  not  some  whaoe  conseieiioea  testify  agnjaat 
them  ?  Borne,  whose  hearts  plainly  bear  witnss  to  tbean^ 
that  they  lute  not  Christ?  They  have  another  Befoved. 
Some  earlhly  idol  is  the  olject  of  their  aflEectmna.  <^  Other 
Lords  have  dominion  oxtx^  them."  They  love  sin*  They 
love  the  world.  They  love  the  flesh.  My  brethren,  in 
what  language  shall  I  address  you  ?  You  esteem  it  a  light 
thing  to  withhold  your  heart  from  Christ*    Not  to  lote  him» 

f  Isaieh,  xzv.9. 
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cannot  to  your  estimatbn^  be  accoiiaM  siiifid.  But  jmk  art 
gtosdy  ieceif  ed.  Is  it  no  mii  not  to  love  him  who  so  pre-emi- 
nently  deservea  your  love  ?  Is  it  no  sin  not  to  love  him  wiio 
kvad  yoQ,  and  gave  himself  for  yoa  i  If  it  be  no  sin  not  to 
love  Christ,  whence  proceeds  that  prophetical  imprecation  of 
the  apostle,  **  if  any  man  love  not  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
let  him  be  anathema  maranatha''  accursed,  when  our  Lord 
shall  come  to  judgment  ?* 

Yiew  the  subject  in  another  light.  If  Christ  be  not  your 
Beloved,  he  is  not  your  Friend.  Can  any  of  the  objects 
iivbich  you  are  preferring  to  him,  supply  the  want  of  such 
a  Friend  ?  At  present  perhaps  you  despise  his  friendship. 
Every  thing  smiles  around  you.  Prosperity  crowns  your 
worldly  affairs.  Healtli  and  strength  are  yours.  But  will 
these  things  be  always  so  ?  Will  your  mountain  never  be 
removed  ?  The  next  moment  may  crumble  it  to  atoms.  Ad- 
versity may  rapidly  undermine  every  foundation  on  which 
yon  are  now  confiding.  Death  must  finally  overturn  them 
all.  What  in  those  seasons  will  you  think  of  Christ  2  What 
wiH  yoa  then  give  for  such  a  Friend  ? 

But  adversity  may  not  come  to  warn  yoo.  Death  may 
sweep  you  away  without  aflbrding  any  time  for  reflection. 
Conscience  may  deep  on  this  side  of  the  grave.  Carry 
then  yonr  thonghts  forward  to  that  awful  day,  <''  in  which 
all  that  are  in  the  graves  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of 
God,  and  shall  come  forth.**  In  that  day  yoa  shaU  bear 
the  voice  of  Christ.  You  shall  see  him  *^  coming  in  the 
douds  of  heaven  with  power  and  great  glory.**  But  how 
will  you  ^  abide  the  day  of  bis  coming  ?**  How  wiH  yoa 
^' stand,  when  he  an^eareth  2'*  When  dragged  befcre  his 
dread  tribunal,  in  what  language  will  you  express  the  hor- 
rors of  your  nind  i  '<  Hast  thou  fomid  us,  O,  our  enemy  ?'* 
'  This  is  He  whom  we  reftised  to  love.  This  is  He  whose 
friendship  we  rejected.  Bocks,  fiiU  on  us.  Mountains,  cov- 
or  ws  ;  shicM  as  from  the  wrath  <rf  the  Lamb.  **  O  that  we 
had  been  wise,  that  we  had  considered  our  latter  end  !*** 
Sach  will  be  your  helpless  consternation,  such  your  ineSbc- 
tual  wishes  In  that  great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord.  May 
the  anticipation  of  this  dreadful  scene  now  produce  its  prop- 
er efllect  upon  yoo !  May  it  lead  you  now  to  seek  CbrM  for 
your  Friend !  At  present  he  vraMHh  to  be  grachms.    He 

•  1  Cor.  xvi.  n. 
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«stende  to  you  the  golden  sceptre  of  his  lore.  He  invites 
you  to  come  unto  him  for  pardony  peace^  and  holiness. 
^  And  the  spirit  and  the  bride  say  come.  And  let  him  that 
beareth  say  come.  And  let  him  that  is  athirst  come.  And 
whosoever  will>  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely.'^* 


SERMON  XXXIX. 

The  Sin  and  Danger  of  neglecting  the  great  Salvation  of 
the  GospeL 

HEJIREWSy  ii.  5. 

Bbrw  %haU  we  escdpe,  if  we  negltet  so  great  SatoaHoB  ? 

CONTEMPLATED  in  every  point  of  view, 
the  Salvation  proclaimed  in  the  Gtospel  is  a  great  Salvation. . 
Whether  we  look  at  the  source  from  which  it  originates*  or 
at  tlie  objects  to  whom  it  is  extended  i  at  the  deptli  of  mis- 
ery from  which  it  proposes  to  deliver  mankind,  or  at  the 
height  of  glory  to  which  it  promises  to  exalt  them  ;  at  the 
long  train  of  prophesies  by  which  it  was  introduced,  or  at 
the  stupendous  display  of  miracles^  by  which  it  was  estab- 
lished ;  we  cannot  but  be  deeply  impressed  with  a  convic- 
tion of  its  magnitude  and  importance.  There  is  one  cir- 
cumstance, howeveri  which  wonderfully  augments  these  im- 
pressions, the  uuparalleled  excellence  and  dignity  of  the 
Person,  by  whom  this  Salvation  was  perfected.  That  Clk>d 
should  send  his  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  worid ;  that 
Son,  **  who  is  the  Brightness  of  the  Father's  Glory,  and  the 
express  Image  of  his  Person  ;  who  upholdeth  all  things  by 
the  word  of  his  power  ;"|  stamps  on  the  work  of  Redemp- 
tion a  character  of  magnificence,  which  no  other  consider- 
ation can  impart.  Great  indeed,  beyond  conception  great, 
must  be  that  Salvation,  which  so  glorious  a  Saviour  purdiasr 
ed  with  his  own  blood,  and  now  completes  by  his  inter- 
cession at  the  right  hand  of  the  Majesty  on  high. 

•  Rev.  xxil  17.       f  Heb-  »•  3. 
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Would  God !  that  the  rciceptioii>  nvhich  this  Salration  en- 
counters in  the  world»  was  proportioned  to  its  importance  ! 
Would  God !  that  mankind  did  in  general  regard  it  with 
tliat  serious  attention  to  which  it  is  so  pre-eminently  enti- 
tled !  But  in  every  age  of  the  church  the  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  have  had  too  much  reason  to  adopt  the  complaining 
language  of  the  prophet^  <<  Who  hath  believed  our  report  ? 
And  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  ?"*  In  every 
age  of  the  church  numbers  have  neglected  this  great  Salva- 
tion. With  the  persons  in  the  parable^  they  have  <'  made 
light"  of  the  invitations  of  the  Gospel.  Intent  only  on  re- 
alizing their  worldly  prospects^  on  prosecuting  their  several 
schemes  of  profit  or  of  amusement,  when  bidden  to  the  mar- 
riage-supper of  the  Lambf  they  have  '^  refused  to  com&— 
with  one  consent  have  begun  to  make  excuse  $"  and  in  a 
profane  disregard  of  the  blessings  provided  for  their  perish- 
ing souls,  ^*  have  gone  their  ways,  one  to  his  farm,  another 
to  his  merchandize.'' 

To  persons  of  this  description,  the  expostulation  in  the 
text  is  forcibly  addressed.  It  ^remonstrates  with  them  on 
the  folly  and  wickedness  of  their  conduct,  and  on  the  cer- 
tainty of  that  destruction  to  which  they  stand  exposed. 
^'  How  shall  we  escape  if  we  neglect  so  great  Salvation  i*^ 
Whatever  flattering  hope  of  final  deliverance  from  the  wrath 
to  come,  those  who  njpect  the  great  Salvation  of  the  Gos* 
pel  may  secretly  entertain,  it  is  a  vain  and  groundless  pre- 
sumption. They  may  lull  their  consciences  to  sleep  with 
the  soothing  notion,  that  they  shall  escape  at  last ;  but  how 
shall  they  escape  ?  What  means  shall  be  devised  ?  What 
avenue  shall  be  disclosed  ?  The  question  implies  the  strong- 
est actual  negation.  They  shall  not  escape.  Those,  who 
live  and  die  in  the  neglect  of  so  great  Salvation,  must  in- 
evitably perish.  Their  case  is  irremediable ;  their  doom  un- 
alterably fixed.  No  way,  no  ho[)e,  no  possibility  of  escape 
remains. 

It  is  this  momentous  truth,  which  I  purpose,  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion,  to  discuss.  God  grant,  that  the  discussion 
may  prove  instrumental  in  awakening  some  from  that  state 
of  criminal  and  dangerous  insensibility,  into  which  their 
souls  are  so  awfully  plunged  ! 

•  Isaiah,  mi  1. 
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The  first  •rgmnent  which  I  shall  adduce,  in  cooftrmaticHi 
of  the  truth  under  discussion,  results  from  the  very  nature 
and  constitution  of  things.  They  vtho  neglect  the  great 
Salvation  of  the  Gospel,  must,  from  the  necessary  connec- 
tion hetween  causes  and  effects,  be  involved  in  everlasting 
destruction*  For  what  is  the  Salvation  of  the  Gospel  ?  It 
is  a  Salvation  from  sin.  Sin  is  the  disease  of  human  na^ 
ture :  a  disease,  dreadful  and  ruinous  in  its  consequencea, 
and  utterly  incurable  by  any  means  within  the  reach  of 
man's  discovery.  But  for  this  tremendous  disorder,  the 
Gospd  discloses  a  sovereign  remedy.  It  unfolds  a  method 
of  restraining  the  progress  of  sin,  <^  repairing  its  fatal  rav- 
ages,  of  restoring  the  soul  to  its  full  health  and  native  vig- 
or.  This  is  the  glory  of  the  Gospel ;  the  peculiar  ground^ 
on  which  it  commends  itself  to  our  notice,  and  claims  uni- 
versal acceptance. 

The  Gospel,  and  the  Gospel  only,  makes  adequate  pre- 
vision for  remitting  the  penal  consequences  of  sin.  Sin,  as 
an  act  of  rebellion  against  the  Majesty  of  Heaven,  exposes 
the  transgressor  to  merit^  and  everlasting  punishment ; 
subjects  him  to  the  sentence  of  the  violated  law,  which  de- 
nounces an  awful  curse  on  disobedience.*  Except  this 
sentence  be  reversed,  judgment  must  unavoidably  follow. 
But  how  shall  this  sentence  be  reversed  ?  Haw  shall  the 
guilt  of  sin  be  pardoned,  and  its  pei^lty  be  remitted  ?  This 
is  a  question  which  has  ever  baffled  the  inquiries  of  human 
reason,  and  has  made  foolish  the  wisdom  of  the  world. 
Whatever  hopes  or  sentiments  men  might  entertain  on  this 
subject,  it  has  been  reserved  for  the  Gospel  to  proclaim  the 
certainty  of  God's  disposition  to  pardon  sinners,  as  well  as 
to  designate  the  only  way^  in  which  that  pardon  will  be  ex- 
tended to  them.  It  has  been  reserved  for  the  Goepel  to  re- 
veal a  Saviour,  even  the  Eternal  Son  of  Crod,  who  himself 
suffered  for  sinners,  bare  their  sins  in  his  own  body  on  the 
tree,  and  redeemed  them  from  the  curse  of  the  law,  be- 
ing made  a  cursfs  for  them.  It  has  been  reserved  for  the 
Gospel  to  declare,  that  through  the  name  of  this  glorious 
Saviour,  «•<  whosoever  believeth  on  him  shall  receive  remis- 
sion of  sins."f — But  wherein,  it  may  be  asked^  did  the  ne- 
cessity exist  for  the  interposition  of  so  great  a  Saviour  x 
Could  not  the  criminal  be  absolved  from  punishment,  except 

•  Compare  1  John,  il  4.  Deut.  zxvO.  36.  with  Matthew,  xxv.  41. 4«: 
t  Acti,  X.  43. 
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'  through  the  death  6f  God's  Incarnate  Son?  What  forbade 
the  Aluiighty  to  grant  remission  of  sins,  nnless  purchased 
at  such  an  inestimable  price  ?  His  own  perfections  foi'bado 
him.     His  infinite  justice,  his  essential  Holiness,  a  Regard 
io  the  honor  of  his  Law,  and  to  his  character,  as  Moral 
GoTemor  of  the  Universe,  forbade  him.     They  had  forbid- 
den  him  to  spare  the  rebellious  angels.     How  then  could  he 
spare  rebellious,  apostate  Man  ?  Should  he  shew  mercy  to  sin* 
Bers  without  the  intervention  of  some  competent  means  which 
might  mark  the  enormity  of  sin,  his  just  abhorrence  of  it, 
and  his  fiery  wrath  against  it,  what  confusion  might  not 
0ocb  an  act  of  lenity  have  introduced  into  the  world  of  spir« 
to  ?  What  suspicions  of  the  Holiness  of  Ood,  what  eacoor- 
agement  to  trample  on  his  laws,  what  hopes  of  sinning  with 
Impunity,  might  not  such  a  proceeding  have  excited  through- 
out bis  universal  empire  ?  Here  then  the  necessity  for  the 
Incarnation  and   Sufferings  of  the  Son  of  God  originated* 
By  the  Spectacle  exhibited  at  Calvary,  all  such  suspicions, 
such  encouragements,  sneb  hopes,  are  entirely  and  etemaUyi 
precluded.     Let  Angels  and  Arch-angels,  let  all  the  Hosts 
of  Heaven,  Principalities,  Dominions,  Powers,  Thrones^ 
survey  the  Cross  of  Jesus,  and  there  be  taught,  when  the 
Almighty  is  disposed  to  pardon  sin,  what  is  the  nature  of 
the  Atonement,  which  he  demands.     Let  them  see,  that 
when  God  maketh  inquisition  for  sin,  he  spareth  not  his 
erwn  Son,  if  that  Son  be  found  in  the  Sinner's  place ;  and«^ 
thus  reflected  in  the  sacred  mirror  of  the  Grospel,  let  them 
contemplate  and  adore  the  incomprehensible  Perfections  of 
Jehovah.     Such  is  the  adequate  provision,  which  the  Gkis- 
pel  makes  for  remitting  the  penal  consequences  of  sin.     It 
discovers  the  only  way,  in  which  God  can  be  just,  and  yet 
the  JttStifier  of  the  Sinner.     It  directs  us  to  look  with  a  be- 
lieving reliance  on  that  Saviour,  by  the  one  offering   of 
whose  body,  once  for  all,  those  otlierwise  irreconcilable  at« 
trtbtftes  of  infinite  Holiness  and  infinite  Mercy  are  harmo* 
afously  exercised ;  every  end  of  punishment  is  completely 
accomplished  ;  and  every  obstacle  to  the  most  unlimited  dis* 
play  of  grace  and  mercy  effectually  removed. 

The  6o8|»el9  ami  the  Gospel  only,  makes  adequate  prpvi^ 
•ion  for  obviating  the  effects  of  man*s  innate  and  dee|i  de^ 
prarlty.  Man  is  by  nature  carnal,  sold  under  sin.  Sin  is 
Utt  element  in  wbicb  he  lives.     Every  (lower,  every  facalty 

YoL.  H.  51 
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of  the  soul  is  corropt  He  ^'  is  filtbjr  and  abominable,  and 
drinketh  iniquity  like  water."  He  is  <'  wise  to  do  evil,  bat 
to  do  good  he  has  no  knowledge."*  Far  from  delightin|f 
in  ImKness,  he  <<  has  pleasure  in  unrighteousness."  Far  from 
walking  in  communion  with  God,  he  is  "  alienated  from  the 
divine  life  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  him,  because  of 
the  blindness  of  his  heart"!  Thm  destitute  of  a  resem- 
blance to  Ood,  of  a  meetness  of  partaking  of  the  holj  felici^ 
tj  of  heaven,  man  is  justly  and  necessarily  excluded  from 
the  mansions  of  the  blessed.  ''  For  what  fiDllowship  hath 
righteousness  with  unrighteousness?  What  communion 
hath  light  with  daritness  ?"^  Both  reason  and  revelation 
unite  in  testifying,  that  **  without  holiness  no  msn  shall  see 
the  Lord ;"  that  into  the  habitation  of  his  presence  and  glo« 
ry  there  **  shall  in  no  wise  enter  any  thing  that  deftleth ;" 
that  none  but  <<  the  pure  in  heart  shall  see  GhHl."$  From 
these  premises  one  consequence  cleariy  follows.  Man,  in 
order  to  be  happy,  must  undergo  an  important  change.  He 
must  **  be  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  his  mind."  His  soul 
must  be  freed  from  the  power  and  the  love  of  sin,  and  be  in- 
duced to  take  delight  in  the  will  of  God,  and  in  the  ways  of 
holiness.  But  how  is  the  change  to  be  effected  ?  Can  man 
renew  his  own  heart  ?  Can  he,  by  any  efforts  or  r^Mlutions 
of  his  of«rn,  restore  himself  to  the  image  of  Ood  ?  Let  those^ 
who  under  a  real  sense  of  their  depravity  have  made  the 
trial,  be  consulted  ;  and  they  will  tell  us  how  vain  and  de- 
lusive  is  the  attempt  Can  the  restraints  of  education,  can 
the  powers  of  reason,  can  the  reproofs  of  conscienice  enuii- 
cate  the  innate  propensities  of  the  heart  to  evil  ?  Bxperience 
demonstrates  the  inofflcacy  of  such  expedients.  What  is  the 
history  of  the  Worid,>tit  a  continued  record  of  the  triumphs 
of  sin  over  m'ery  barrier  which  nature  has  attempted  to  in* 
terpose  in  its  way  ;  but  a  practical  exposure  of  the  futttitf 
of  those  devices,  by  which  men  have  endeavored  to  stem  the 
torrent  of  inherent  corruption  ?  The  evil,  however,  Is  not 
without  a  cure.  Man  is  not  necessitated  for  ever  to  con- 
tinue the  Slave  of  Sin.  The  Gospel  unMds  a  remedy.  It 
proclaimH  deliverance.  As  it  rm^eals  an  all-sufficient  Saviour 
for  the  removal  of  our  guilt,  and  for  our  recovery  to  the  di- 
vine favor,  so  it  reveals  an  idl^sufficient  Sanctifler  for  the 
renewal  of  our  iiearts,  and  for  our  restoration  to  the  image 

•  Jo'>.  xr.  16.    Jcr.  iT.  22.       f  Ephes.  vr,  IS.        %  2  Cor.  vi.  14- 
§  HeU.  xii.  14.       Rev.  XKi.  27.    Matt.  v.  8. 
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of  Mr  Maker.  It  diicloBes  to  os  a  Divine  PerMa^  who  acr 
oording  to  the  economy  of  the  Covenant  of  Grace^  under- 
takesy  begins^  advances,  and  in  doe  time  comidetes  the  sane- 
tification  of  our  nature :  who  is  the  blessed  Agent  in  im- 
parting life«  and  light*  and  vigor,  to  our  souls ;  who  helps 
our  infirmities ;  infuses  into  us  all  holy  desires  i  guides  us 
by  his  secret  suggestions ;  and  thus  gradually  prepares  us 
for  ftilure  glory.  It  teaches  us,  that  to  all,  who  feel  their 
seed  and  pray  for  help,  this  heavenly  Comforter  vouchsafes 
liis  influence;  that  no  degree  of  previous  guilt  precludes  the 
communication  of  his  aid ;  that  no  inveterate  state  of  the 
disorder  can  fnistratie  the  efficacy  of  bis  hoaling  power.  He^ 
lends  a  favorable  ear  to  the  vilest  sinner,  who  implores  his 
grace.  He  cleaaseth  the  most  polluted  soul,  which  diligent* 
ly  uses  the  means  prescribed. 

Such  is  the  adequate  provision  which* the  Gtospel  makes 
fiDir  obviating  the  effects  of  man*s  innate  and  deep  depravity. 
And  now,  from  this  I'epresentation  of  the  case,  observe  tlie 
forcible  tendency  of  the  argument  adduced  in  confirming  the 
troth  under  discussion.  ^*  How  shall  they  escape  who  neg? 
lect  so  great  Salvation  V*  If  such  be  the  great  Salvation  of 
the  Gospel,  if  the  Gospel  makes  the  only  effectual  provision 
for  remitting  the  penalty  of  sin,  for  rescuing  the  soul  from 
the  bondage  of  original  corruption  ;  it  follows,  as  a  neces^ 
sary  conseqaence  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  that  they 
who  neglect  to  appropriate  the  benefits  of  this  provision  to 
themselves,  must  be  utteriy  excluded  from  every  reasonable 
hopef  from  all  possibility  of  escaping  eternal  misery. 
Sboidd  the  drpwninjr  (Pan  neglect  Xq  lay  hold  of  the  only 
Imiid  stretched  out  to  save  him  |  should  the  criminal  neglect 
to  nae  the  oidy  mode  of  securing  a  pardon  i  should  the  sick 
Bum  nei^t  to  follow  tke  only  prescription  which  can  ad^ 
mliiister  a  cure  |  what,  in  all  these  several  instances,  must 
lie  t||^  inevitable  coneequeoce  ?  Death.  What,  by  parity 
of  reasoning,  most  inevitably  be  the  paae  with  tbosejt  who 
ncf^t  the  Salyatioq  of  the  Gospel  ?  Neglecting  to  improve 
the  only  opportunity  vouchsafed  to  them  of  pnocoiiilg  tbe 
mmoval  of  their  guilt  |  they  must  sink  down  for  ever  un- 
der the  corse  and  burdep  of  mipardoned  sin,  Omitting  to 
apply  the  only  rwnedy,  by  which  their  evi|  nature  pan  bo 
renewed  and  cleansed,  they  must  continue  ^vil  and  undeaiv 
forever;  and  consequently  be  assigned  to  endless  tormeiit 
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in  that  pface^  the  only  place,  whidi  they  wn  fitted  to  inlmMt^ 
the  place,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  bis  angds.  And  how 
shall  tbejr  escape  ? 

Another  argument,  which  I  shall  addoce  in  conftmiiltioii' 
of  the  truth  under  discussion,  arises  from  the  j^ecoliiv  aiMl 
aggravated  guilt  of  neglecting  so  great  Salvation*  Tho^ 
Gospel  indeed  commends  itself  to  our  notice  under  the  intsr-^ 
esting  form  of  a  Remedy.  But  it  is  not  a  Remedy  wMeh  wc^ 
are  at  liberty  to  neglect,  without  i|ubjecting  ourselves  to  aay 
heavier  consequences,  than  the  neglect  itself  will  necessarily' 
entail.  It  is  a  Remedy  which  we  are  constrained  by  th^* 
most  powerful  obligations  to  apply  :  a  Remedy,  the  ne^eo^ 
of  which  argues,  not  only  the  most  daring  foily,  but  tbt 
most  malignant  wickedness }  and  consequently  involves  « 
degree  of  criminality,  which  exhibits  in  a  stHl  stronger  light 
the  impossibility  of  escaping. 

To  neglect  the  Salvation  of  the  Gospel  is  to  violate  a  pos- 
itive command  of  God.  The  injunction  to  **  repent,  an4 
beKeve  the  Gospel,*'*  is  an  injunction  imperatively  addres- 
sed to  all,  to  whom  the  Gospel  is  sent  Whether  they  wiH 
submit  or  not  to  this  injunction,  is  the  grand  trid,  to  whicb^ 
under  the  dispensation  of  mercy,  they  are  exposed.  Let  this 
point  be  clearly  understood,  and  serkMisly  weighed.  MaOf 
in  his  present  fallen  state,  is  not  required  to  fhbricate  a 
righteousness  of  his  own,  and  by  his  efeedience  to  the  law 
to  obtain  eternal  life  :  for  this  would  be  a  requisitioii,  with 
which  he  is  utteriy  unaMe  to  comply*  Bat  he  is  required, 
in  proof  of  his  submission  to  the  divine  aathorify,  to  recdve 
and  embrace  the  Gospel,  and,  in  a  faithful  use  of  the  ap- 
pointed means*  to  **  work  out  his  own  Salvatiofi  with  fear 
and  trembling.^  When  the  Jews  inquired  of  our  Lordy 
<^  What  shall  we  do,  that  we  might  work  the  works  of  Cfodi'* 
He  answered,  <<  This  is  the  work  6t  God,  thut  ye  believe  i« 
Him  whom  he  hath  sent.*^  St  John  inculcates  the  sam^ 
truth,  when  he  says,  *•  This  is  the  commandment  of  God, 
that  we  should  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jeslis  Christ, 
and  love  one  another  as  he  gave  us  commandments-God 
(says  St.  Paul)  now  commandeth  all  men  every  where  to 
repent'^ t  And  what  is  the  repentance  of  which  the  apostb 
speaks,  but  a  conversion  from  sin  to  God,  througli  the  tiiei^-* 
cy  offered  In  the  Gospd  ?  How   then  can  we  nq^tect  the 

«  Mark,  L  15.       f  loho,  vi  28,  39.    1  John,  iu.  23.    Acts,  xvil.  SOi 
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SalviMM  ortl»  Oo^  wttboot  iiMurriiig  tiiechtrgoof 
disobedtteiioe  to  the  divine  command  I — Let  the  peculiar  na- 
ture of  the  command  also  he  considered  as  an  aggravation  of 
the  oin  ofAsobe^'ing  it«  Had  it  been  an  arbitrary  injunc- 
tten  of  Sovereign  Power,  still  oar  obligation  to  comply  with 
it  wooM  not  have  been  diminiehed.  God  has  a  right  to  tm- 
poee  on  os  any  command  which  he  may  think  fit^  wtthoat 
SKplaiiiing  the  motives,  or  assigning  the  reasons  of  his  con* 
imJL  Butt  in  this  instance,  be  has  not  acted  thas.  While 
he  ooDUMands  us  to  receive  and  obey  the  Gospel,  he  conde- 
flceiris  to  point  out  the  reasonableness  and  the  excellency  of 
the  command  ;  to  urge  ns  to  consider  our  own  individual 
ilitersst  in  complying  with  it ;  and  to  excite  our  attention  to 
the  duty  enjoined  by  each  a  display  of  signs  and  wonders^ 
as  are  calculated  to  impress  us  with  ttie  deepest  convic^ 
tiens  of  its  importance*  Under  such  circumstances,  disobe* 
dience  is  landed  with  peculiar  guilt.  Tlie  same  truth  may- 
be inferred  from  the  signal  judgments  denounced  against 
those  who  neglect  this  great  Salvation.  We  are  told,  tliat 
tt  wiU  be  more  tolerable  in  the  last  day  for  the  inhabitants 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  than  for  such  persons.  The 
aposfles  were  directed  to  shake  off  the  dust  of  their  feet  as  a 
testimony  against  them.  Christ  himself  adduces  the  neglect 
of  his  Gospel  as  one  express  cause  of  condemnation.  ^'  Ho 
that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already  ;  because  he  hath 
not  believed  in  the  name  of  the  only^iegotten  Son  of  God.*** 
And  we  are  assored,  that  when  <<  the  Lord  Jesas  shall  be 
revealed  from  heaven,  with  his  mighty  angels  in  flaming 
flrey*'  the  e^ecial  objects  of  his  vengeance  will  be  tbose^ 
^  that  know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  Gospel.^^f  Sore- 
ly soch  representations  would  not  have  been  given,  if  the 
chai^  of  negating  this  great  Salvation  were  not  marked 
hefere  God,  as  a  sin  of  the  most  malignant  and  aggravated 
nature.  How  then  shall  they,  who  peraist  in  committing 
this  sin,  escape  2 

B«t  further,  to  neglect  this  great  salvation  is  not  only  to 
Violate  a  positive  command  of  God,  bat  also  to  pour  contempt 
on  hte  most  glorious  perfections.  Tlie  Grospel  is  the  richest 
display  of  mercy  to  fallen  man,  the  consummation  of  the  di- 
Yine  wisdom  and  love.  Such  is  the  light  in  which  it  is 
constantly  exhibited  in  Scripture.  It  was  because  God  so 

t  loho,  iU.  18.  t  3  Thes.  i  8. 
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iorti  the  worid^  tiMt  he  gtve  bis onlyJMgottMi  Sm,  thtttM 
might  live  throagh  bioi.     Having  beetowed  qb  «•  this  u»* 
speakaUe  gift,  he  hath  a  right  to  expect  that  we  shall  Falae. 
it  accordingly.     Haviag  aeirt  his  son  to  be  the  Miaister  Af 
Us  Biercyt  the  Propitiatioii  fi»r  oar  sias,  he  hath  a  right -(» 
expect  that  we  shall  reTereoce  his  Son.    Having  aisaihst 
ed  ia  such  a  wonderful  numner  the  ip^eat  leve  wherewith  he 
loved  us*  he  hath  a  right  to  expect  that  we  shall  thaakMlf) 
aad  cordiaHy  embrace  the  greiit  salvatioa  thus  edendeil  tA< 
us.    Hath  the  Father  so  loved  us,  as  not  to  withhold  JEma* 
us  his  8oB»  his  only  Sou  I  Hath  the  Son  mo  bved  us,  as  to 
porchase  out  souls  with  his  own  blood  ?  Hath  the  eternal 
Spirit  so  loved  us,  as  to  coodesoead  to  dwell  in  our  poHalsd 
hearts  ?  And  shall  noae  of  these  thiags  move  us  i  Shall  wa 
regard  them  with  indifference  and  coatempt?  Shall  we  aajp. 
by  our  conduct  at  least,  if  not  with  our  lips,  *  We  despise 
this  great  Salvation.     The  love  of  the  Father,  the  oMfcy  of 
the  Son,  the  grace  of  the  Spirit,  are  idike  disregarded  hf 
us.     Though  the  FathercaUs  to  us  by  a  voice  from  hsaveo, 
we  will  not  hear.     Though  the  Son  tenderly  expostulates 
with  us  from  the  cross,  we  will  not  listen.    Though  the 
Spirit  graciously  pleads  in  our  hearts,  we  wiU  not  obey/ 
Such  is,  in  tn^b,  the  Ungaage  of  those  who  neglect  this 
great  Sidvation.    And  how  shall  tliey  esci^  ?  Not  only 
the  curse  of  the  violated  law,  but  the  far  heavier  curse  of 
the  Blighted  Gospel  cries  aloud  for  vengeance  oa  thva.  They 
<<  have  trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  have  counted  the 
blood  of  the  Covenant  aa  unholy  thing,  have  done  despite 
unto  the  Spirit  of  Grace ;''  and  haw  shall  they  escape  tha. 
damnation-  of  hell  ?  Offended  Justice,  and  insulted  Miorcyvt 
demand  their  ruin.     The  united  voices  of  the  assembled  anl- 
YOfBe  proclaim  their  doom,  'Let  them  <<  be  puaished  with, 
everlasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord  aa4t 
from  the  glory  of  bis  power.'' ' 

Such,  my  brethren,  from  the  nature  and  conatttotioa  af 
things ;  such,  from  the  aggravated  guilt  incurred,  mast  bo 
the. doom  of  those  who  neglect  so  great  Salvation.  Seeing 
then  the  infinite  importance  of  this  coaclusioa,  suffer  me  to 
make  a  close  and  serious  application  of  the  su^ect  to  your 
hearts  and  consciences. 

Are  yoH  chargeable  with  that  most  desperate  foUy  and 
wickednesSj^  which  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  present  dis- 
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.oaaskm  to  expose  and  condnnii  ?  To  tefHy  to  tbia  inquiry 
will  not  demand  any  deep  penetration,  any  minute  investi- 
gation Into  yoar  views  and  conduct  The  question  reduc* 
es  itaeir  into  a  narrow  compass*  Are  you  neglecting  the 
gfe-eat  Salvation  of  the  Gospd  I  Are  yoo  living  in  a  state  of 
cartlMsness  and  security  with  reeq[>ect  to  your  eternal  con* 
cems  ?  Are  you  taking  no  pains,  at  least  no  adequate  pains^ 
to  examine  and  to  ascertain  the  truth,  the  value,  the  excd- 
IsMce  of  the  Gospel ;  to  impress  your  minds  with  a  fading 
eoiiviction  of  your  own  utter  need  of  an  interest  in  the  atov- 
ii^  Mood  of  Christ,  and  in  the  sanctifying  operations  of  the 
Spirit  ?  Or,  holding  these  momentous  doctrines  with  merely 
a  specidative  Autfa,  are  you  omitting  to  promote  their  prac- 
tical influence  on  your  heart  ?  Are  you  omitting,  by  constant 
prayer,  by  diligent  study  of  the  word  of  God,  by  a  consci- 
entious discharge  of  every  duty,  by  a  careful  abstinence 
from  ewvj  occupation  which  must  necessarily  impede  your 
growth  in  grace  and  holiness,  to  improve  the  glorious  tal- 
ent committed  to  your  trust  ?  If  the  grand  objects  revealed 
in  8criptiu<e  do  not  engage  t^e  first  place  in  your  soul,  are 
not  cheoen  with  a  decided  preference,  are  not  pursued  with 
that  humility  and  earnestness,  without  which  they  never  can 
be  attained,  it  is  most  evident  that  yoo  are  neglecting  this 
great  Salvation.  Yon  are  invdved  in  all  the  guilt,  in  all 
the  danger,  which  attaches  to  that  neglect. 

Consider  then  how  aggravated  is  that  guilt,  how  inevita- 
ble that  danger !  Too  cannot  escape.  You  have  seen  that 
yon  cannot  escape.  The  arguments,  on  which  this  conclu- 
sion rests,  you  are  utterly  unable  to  disprove.  You  may 
now  indeed  make  light  of  the  guilt  You  may  contem- 
plate the  danger  with  indifferenoe^*  But  be  sure  your  sin 
will  one  day  And  you  out  Even  now  the  wrath  of  God 
aUdeth  on  you.  Hitherto  you  have  experienced  the  great- 
ness of  the  divine  foriiearance.  The  Lord  bath  not  suffer- 
ed bis  displeasure  to  arise.  Hitherto  he  has  continued,  still 
he  contimies  to  you  that  gtorions  privilq^  which  you  so 
wickedly  despise.  But  will  his  long-suffering  never  be  ex- 
hausted 7  Have  you  not  reason  to  fear  lest  be  should  with- 
draw his  slighted  mercy  from  ydu  ?  Have  you  not  reason  to 
fear,  lest  he  sb<»uld  swear  in  his  wrath  that  you  shall  never 
eater  into  his  rest  0,  my  brethren,  *<  beware,  lest  that 
oome  upon  yoo,  which  is  spoken  of  in  the  prophets,'  Behold, 
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ye  ictpbtrs^  atid  fraadtr^  and  fwiflb :  fer  I  irack  i 

HI  your  dayi>  a  work  wbieb  ja«  BhaU  w  na  wte  lialitv% 

Ihaagh  a  man  dedare  il  unl»  joiu"* 

Caasidor  furtlMtr  Ilia  vanity,  Iha  amihlMaima  af  thoatt 
objects*  for  the  saka  of  viiich  yoa  am  nagtacting  aa  gnlit 
Salvation.  What  will  the  world,  with  all  its  giMed  tojra 
availf  when  you  atand  before  the  tribunal  of  God,  and  ava 
anounoned  to  account  fcnr  your  caatemptuouB  diaregmrd  of  hta 
Gospel !  Will  riches,  will  honors,  wiH  (he  tattering  applaas 
as  of  men,  at  that  awful  hour,  avert  the  sword  of  vangeanea  i 
Win  they  deliver  yoa  from  going  down  to  the  pit  7  No, 
They  wUI  only  administer  fuel  to  those  flames,  to  which  yon 
wtH  be  assigaed.  Far  theae  thinga  then  wall,  you 
n^lecting  so  great  Salvation  ?  For  a  little  transitory  \ 
ure  will  yon  barter  your  immortal  soul  ?  Like  Esan,  atis- 
matased  with  the  title  of  prqfanCf  Cor  a  morael  of  bread  wiH 
you  sell  your  birthright  i  Remember,  **  how  that  afierwardli 
when  be  would  have  inherited  the  bleasing,  he  was  rejected : 
.  for  he  found  na  |^ace  of  repentaMoe,  thouglh  he  sought  it 
4:arefoUy  with  tears."!  You  ouiy  hareaftar  hawail  yanrihai- 
isb  choice.  When  doouMd  to  endare  the  oanoaqnenosa  af 
your  folly,  you  assuredly  wiU  hawail  it.  Bat  lanMiMiaa 
and  remorse  will  then  be  frnitless.  That  salvatioMf  whish 
you  80  long  wglectad,  wUl  then  he  aaught  in  vauu  ^.^Bi- 
cause  I  have  called*  saith  the  Lond*  and  ye  refuaads  I  bans 
atrf tcbed  out  my  hand,  and  no  man  regarded  :  bat  J9  hafi5 
set  at  noi^ht  all  ray  counsel,  and  wauid  none  of  mgr  i«|iroiir : 
1  also  will  laugh  at  your  calaflHt;y,  I  wiU  maek  whan  your 
(ear  cometh.  Then  shsdl  they  call  upon  nie»  but  I  udtt  nat 
answer  :  tliey  shall  seek  me  early,  but  tbay  shaU  nat  tod 
ffi«  :  for  that  they  hated  knowledge,  and  did  not  ehooea  tte 
€?ar  of  the  Lord.  They  would  wane  of  my  coanaely  tha|r 
despised  all  my  reproof.  Therefore  shall  they  eat<if  that  fintt 
of  their  own  way,  and  be  filkd  with  their  own  deaioeak^ 

How  will  ye  endure  these  thinga  ?  <*  O  thee  thai  y  "WVM 
wise ;  that  ye  would  understand  this,  that  ye  would  con- 
sider your  latter  end  !''— that  **  ye  would  luaow,  erea  nosr 
in  tliis  your  day,  the  tliii^  which  belong  onto  yourpaaaf, 
bffiH'e  tliey  are  hid  from  your  eyes  ■  »  before  your  foet 
stumble  upon  the  dark  mountains,  aad  while  ye  look  for 
Itgla^  Uie  Lord  turn  it  into  thesliadowof  death,  andnu^ 

•  Acts,  xn*;  40, 4J.       f  Heb.  5ni.  IT.       %  Prov.  I  24-^n  * 
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Hgtominkftbm?' — i^that  ''tcMlay^  while  it  ts  cdled  te^ 
4ajr»  je  wottM  bardeii  not  yoar  hearts !''  For  as  yH  the 
liord  is  waiting  to  be  graciovs.  He  hnth  no  pleMore  im 
the  death  of  htm  that  dieth.  He  is  ^  not  wiUing  that  anjr 
4mniM  ptrish ;  bai  tliatall  should  oeme  to  repeatance*^ 


S£RM0N  XJL 

Hie  Life  and  Death  of  the  Real  Christian^ 

FHILIFPIANS^   h   ^U 

F&r  to  nuto  Kve  ia  Christ,  and  to  ^is  Gatib 

HAI^T  wooM  it  be  for  ns^  my  brethren^  it 
%e  coidd  an  adopt  tiiifl  strilsing  declaration  with  as  much 
truth  as  the  apostle  originally  made  it.  Highly  desirable 
indeed  was  the  state  of  mind  which  dictated  the  sentiment  in 
the  tai^  St  Paul  was  now  a  prisoner  at  Rome  for 
Christ's  sake^  and  it  was  oneertain  what  the  erent  of  his 
ifliprlsonaent  would  be ;  whether  he  wooM  be  restored  to 
ttbertjr*  or  would  be  called  to  seal  his  fldth  with  his  blood. 
But  for  either  ritemati?e  he  was  prepared.  It  was  his 
^  earnest  expectation  and  hope»  that  in  nothing  h«  should  be 
ashamed ;  but  that  with  aH  boldness  riways^  so  now  also 
Christ  should  be  magnified  in  his  body,  whether  it  be  by  life 
or  by  death.  For*'  (as  he  adds)  <'  to  me  to  live  is  Christ 
and  to  die  is  gain.**  Should  his  life  be  prolonged^  it  would 
be  devoted  to  the  senrice»  and  would  redound  to  the  glory 
of  Christ  Should  death  await  him^  incalculable  would  be 
the  benefits  resulting  to  him  from  the  exchange.  Surround- 
ed with  such  prospects^  contemplating  on  either  side  objects 
Ho  inviting,  can  we  be  surprised  at  hearing  him  declare^ 
that  he  was  ^  in  a  straight  betwixt  two,**  and  that  ^  what 
be  shmlld  choose  he  wot  not*' 

But  while  the  words  of  the  text  are  illustrative  of  thfi 
happy  state  of  the  apostle's  mind,  the  truths  contained  in 
them  are  equally  applicable  to  us.     Tliere  is  not  in  fact  a 

Vol.  If.  M 
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single  Mi  Chrisflfln,  of  whom  it  miy  not  lie  jQsAy  mtif 
^  To  hin  to  live  ts  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gtin  i^  In  wUefc 
riew  tWe  possnge  niiijr  be  eoneidered  w  setting  beftire  ns  a 
stiortt  but  compreliensiTe  description  ef  the  Lifis  and  the 
Death  of  the  real  Christian.  To  these  two  points  then  h 
shall  separately  direct  yoar  attention. 

L  The  Life  of  the  real  ChrisHan. 

To  him  <<  to  live  is  Christ''  In  this  general  description 
are  included  several  important  particulars  which  demand 
explanation.—— To  the  real  Christian  to  Kre  is  Christy  be* 
cause, 

I.  He  lives  ^  thfeof^  the  power*'  at  Christ. 

In  comm<m  with  other  persons  he  b  indebted  fbr  the 
gill  and  preservation  of  naimral  life  to  Him,  ^  who  ttMde 
the  worids  and  uph^ildeth  aH  things  by  the  word  of Ws  fow* 
er.''^  Bnt  it  is  spirihud  life^  of  which  we  life  speaking-; 
and  for  this  life  also  he  is  indebted  to  the  same  Divine  ftr- 
son.  Christ  quickened  him,  when  *'  dead  in  trcnpaosco  and 
sins^*'  and  aitill  maintains  that  spiritnal  life,  which  be  Snt 
imparted.  «  Without  Christ,"  i.  e^  separated  from  Mv^  the 
Christian  **  can  do  nothing.^f  It  is  only  fir^m  his  union* 
with  this  the  true  Tine,  that  he  derives  health,  and  vtgtfr, 
and  froitfolness.  In  himself  he  is  nnabkf  ^  to  thii^  or  to 
do  saeh  things  as  be  rightfnl.'  It  is  Christ,  who  ^  w6rkeCk 
in  him  both  to  wilt  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleasure."  In 
himself  he  possesses  no  wisdom,  no  grace,  no  goodness  t 
he  is  empty  and  destitute  $  and  stands  in  need  of  contlnosi 
soniort ''  by  the  suf^y  of  the  Spirit  of  JeMi  Christ/'  So 
sitblle  and  powerful  are  his  'spiritual  adversaries^  so  en<* 
8nai*mg  ia  the  worid ;  so  corrupt  and  treacherolte  is  his  own 
heart,  tfiat  to  endure  for  a  single  moment  under  his  own  guid- 
ance, and  in  bis  own  strength^  would  be  a  iMNnk  impossible. 
Whatever  effcc tual  opposition  he  maintains,  is  ''  through 
Ciirist^  who  strengtheneth  him/'  He  derives  finsm  tMs 
soniTe  succors,  Which  no  enemy  can  intercepts  His 
*'  life  is  hid  with  Christ  In  6od."^ 

d.  Hence  he  lives  by  faith  in  Christ 

Thus  the  apostle  declares  respecting  ymselfr  ^  I  am 
( rucilied  with  Christ :  nevertheless  I  live  5  yet  noV  I,  but 
Chilst  Ittetlt  in  t&e  ^  and  the  life,  which  I  now  live  In  the 

•  Hcbi-evvs,  i.  2,  X       t  J^ohn,  xv.  5.       t  CoL  ill  3. 
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iMi^IllTAbytheftithortiMSmofGod.''*  TiieCbris- 
HtLn,  tauglit  by  experieace  to  feel  hi»  own  weakiwssy  and  to 
know  where  bis  strength  lies^  continnally  looks  Tor  help 
firoB  above.  Believii\j  the  preeioas  promises  of  the  Gos- 
pdf  in  the  daily  exercise  of  prayer  he  trusts  to  .have  those 
promises  fulfilled  to  himself  $  and  not  on  extraordinary  oo- 
casions  only,  but  in  the  most  ordinary  cases  seeks  for  di- 
nctionr  and  d^ends  on  asaistanoey  from  ffimt  who  has  said, 
^.  Ask  Mid  ye  shall  have.''  Under  the  pressure  of  guilty 
lears,  whither  does  he  fiee  for  relief}  To  the  encouraging 
assurance,  that  <^  the  blood  of  Christ  cieanseth  firoro  all  sin.*' 
In  the  prospect  of  impending  diffienlties,  whenpe  does  he  de*- 
rive  consolation  ?  From  the  animating  assurance,  **  My 
grace  is  sufficient  for  thee«''  In  an  humble,  but  a  believing 
an^ropriation  of  the  trutlis  of  Scripture,  he  lives  upon  the 
ftthiess  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  :  he  sets  the  Lord  alway 
before  him :  by  faith  beholds  him  as  the  Only-begotten  of 
the  Father,  the  Prc^itiation  for  his  sins,  his  Advocate  aad 
merciful  Uigh^Priest  |  **  of  God  made  unto  him  wisdom,  and 
righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemptlon.''t  And 
thus  <<  looking  unto  Jesus,"  he  goes  on  his  way  rctjoicing. 

S.  lie  lives  to  the  giory  of  Christ 

What,  as  we  have  seen,  was  the  case  with  the  aposUe  2 
His  earnest,  and  uttcei»ing  desire  was,  that  <<  Christ  might 
be  magnified  in  bis  body,  whether  it  were  by  life  or  by 
death."  Such  in  some  measure  is  tho  desire  of  all  true 
Christians.  ^'  The  love  of  Christ  constraiaeth  them  no 
longer  to  live  unto  themselves,  but  unto  him  which  died  for 
them  and  arose  again."^  Their  wish  and  aim  is  to  exalt 
the  Saviour  |  to  make  kuown  his  grace  s  to  adorn  his  doc^ 
trine,  and  to  shew  forth  his  praises.  In  what  light  do  tKey 
regard  their  time,  their  health,  their  property,  tlieir  abiii- 
ties,  their  influence  2  As  talents  committed  to  tliem  for  their 
mjuiter's  use :  talents,  which  they  are  required  to  occupy  in 
Us  service,  and  to  his  glory,  till  he  come.  By  what  mo^ 
tive  are  they  enabled  to  sustain  with  fortitude  the  heaviest 
trials,  and  oftentimes  even  to  joy  in  tiibulations  ?  By  a 
conviction,  that  thus  the  power  of  Christ  sliall  be  made  [ler* 
foct  in  their  weakness  |  and  that  **  their  faith,  when  trted« 
shaU  be  found  unto  the  praise  an4  honor  and  glai*y"  of  Je. 
Stts  Christ,  <^*at  his  appearing.*' 

t  Qal.  n.  ?0.       t  1  Cor.  I.  3a       *  2  Cor,  v,  15, 
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4.  The  Cbfiilhifi  Hm  ^  after  the  j^iMmi^  of  CMgL 
He  does  not  propose  to  himsdf  any  inieriur  object  fur 

imitation.  If  in  any  respect  he  deliben^ly  foHowsthe  eif. 
ample  of  men,  it  is  only  so  for  as  they  are  foUowem  df 
Christ  He  knows  that  the  mind,  which  was  in  Gbrist  J#i- 
WB  is  that  Image,  to  which  all  the  Diadples  of  Christ  most 
he  conformed.  To  this  Image  tlien  he  dally  seeks  for  giwt 
er  conformity ;  and  thus  porsues,  though  at  an  ioMMasmic- 
able  distance,  the  footsteps  of  his  Heavenly  Master.  Waa 
Christ  mild,  meek,  forbearing,  Iramble,  cohde6cendhig,co«ii- 
tepus  ?  Such  does  the  Christian  labor  to  become,  to  become 
like-minded  to  Christ :  tp  suppress  in  himself  all  uneMirl- 
table  and  angry  tempers,  because  they  had  no  part  la  Christ ; 
to  forgive  offences,  becaose  Christ  forgave  them  :  to  bett 
with  patience  the  cross  imposed  on  him,  becaose  Chrial  bova 
Mt  cross  e  to  be  active  in  promoting  the  temporal  and  qilr- 
itual  wdfare  of  his  feUow-creatures,  because  CIprist  went 
about  doing  gfMid  :  to  submit  to  all  the  ordinances  of  man» 
because  Christ  submitted  to  them  :  to  drink  the  cnp  assign^ 
ed  to  iiim  by  bi9  Heavenly  Father,  because  Christ  draak 
the  cup  assigned  to  km. 

5.  The  Christian  lives  ^ndn  the  law  of  Christ 

All  other  men  live  under  some  other  law.  The  laws  of 
honor,  the  laws  of  fashion,  the  laws  of  trade,  are  the  raim, 
by  which  ihey  regulato  their  conduct  Even  if  thay  pus- 
tend  to  take  the  law  of  Christ  for  their  rule,  they  follow  it 
no  further,  than  as  it  accords  with  their  wortdly  interesli^ 
or  can  be  miide  to  favor  their  sdflsh  inclinations.  Bat  vwy 
different  is  the  case  with  the  true  Christian.  He  takes  the 
)aw  of  Christ  for  bis  rule  |  and  he  takes  it  nnreeervedlyy 
ndt  in  part,  but  in  the  whole.  Be  desires  to  please  Christ 
and  testifies  his  faire  to  him,  by  ^  having  rsspect  onto  all  Ms 
commandments.'*  He  does  not  allow  himself  to  violate  one 
precept^  while  he  professes  to  obey  another.  He  dees  not 
attempt,  by  corrupt  glosses,  to  lower  the  obedianea  required. 
He  does  not  say,  <  This  interpretation  of  the  command  is 
too  spiritual,'  or  ^  This  application  of  the  role  is  too  exten- 
sive.' Be  does  not  endeavor,  by  urging  the  weakness  of 
his  nature  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  severi^  of  the  precept  on 
the  other,  to  jnstify  or  palliate  disobedience.  He  aims  to 
keep  tlie  whole  law  in  thought,  in  word,  and  in  deed.  It  is 
true«  that  he  is  deficient^  and  be  l^nows  that  he  is  deficient, 
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is  ten  llloi»Md ittiteiicts.  Vbj,  im  no  cm  mibfjIfdiuttitMO^ 
•daes  be  rise  to  the  levd  of  that  standard,  to  which  he  ia 
nenajble»  that  he  ought  to  attain.  Bot  on  thia  very  accotunt 
Jbe  ia  hiunbled,  ashamed,  and  grieved.  He  too  often  **  seea 
Moth»  law  in  his  members,  warriqg  against  the  law  of  hia 
iund,  and  bringing  btm  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  sinj, 
vliieh  is  in  his  members/'  Bat  he  condemns  himself  eveil 
Isr  thoM  deviations,  which  he  allows  not ;  and,  were  he 
abk,  wottld  gladly  comply  with  the  injunction,  ia  its  most 
Wilimitfid  extent,  of  being  ''  perfect,  even  as  his  Fatberi. 
^virich  is  in  heaven,  is  perfect'* 

Such  are  the  important  particulars  included  in  the  genw* 
al  description  under  review.  Such  is  the  Life  of  the  real 
Oliriatian.  He  lives  through  the  power  of  Christ,  by  faith 
in  Christ,  to  the  glory  of  Christ,  after  the  pattern  of  Christy 
wnder  the  law  of  Christ.     Thus  <'  to  him  to  live  is  Christ.'' 

We  proceed  to  the  other  point  proposed : 

II.  The  Death  of  the  real  Christian. 

*^  To  him  to  die  is  gain/'  The  general  proposition  coa- 
laiined  in  these  words  stands  in  need  of  little  confirmation. 
That  death  will  prove  a  gain  to  the  real  Christian  is  a  con^- 
clnsion  too  obvious  to  be  denied  or  questioned.  Even  those^ 
who  refuse  to  share  in  his  pious  labors  on  earth,  cannot,  on 
vany  occasions,  conceal  their  desire  of  participating  in  the 
portion  reserved  for  him  in  heaven  ;  and  thus  are  constrain* 
^,  however  reluctantly,  to  testify  their  conviction  of  tlie  truth 
of  the  apostle's  assertion.  But  the  particulars  comprised  in 
this  general  proposition  may  admit,  as  in  the  former  head,  of 
a  more  detailed  explanation.  It  may  be  both  expedient  and 
.  in^ortant  to  specify  in  what  respects  denth  will  prove  a 
gain  to  the  real  Christian.  Such  a  specification,  while  it 
ttiifliUs  the  nature  of  his  gain,  will  unquestionably  demon- 
strate its  reality. 

In  entering  on  this  discussion,  I  fed  it  necessary  to  no<» 
tice,  in  order  to  exiiose  an  error,  which,  in  reference  to  the 
point  before  us,  may  sometimes  be  entertained.  It  may  be 
niim»osed,  because  the  Christian  is  said  to  be  a  gainer  by 
4eath,  that  he  is  therefore  a  loser  in  life  ;  and  that  one  con- 
aiderable  accession  to  his  happiness  in  heaven  will  consist 
in  a  deliverance  from  that  peculiar  degree  of  unhappiness 
which  be  endures  on  earth.  But  such  a  supposition  is  false. 
7lie  real  Chri^tia^  loses  nothing  by  his  religion  in  this  life ; 
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neither  does  be  eodore  any  peculiar  degree  of  unhtmniiefiB 
on  earth.  On  the  contrary,  it  may  be  Amfely  a»d  confideat- 
ly  affinnedy  that  the  very  reverse  of  this  stqipoeitkHi  is  the 
truth.  <^  Godliness  is  profitable  unto  all  things^  baviai; 
promise  of  the  life  that  now  ist  as  well  as  of  that  which  im . 
to  come.'**  The  Christian  indeed  {rfaces  not  his  bappinest 
in  the  same  objects  in  which  other  men  place  theirs.  Doea 
it  therefore  follow,  that  he  is  iioha|ipy  ?  He  parts  indeed 
with  many  things,  which  ungodly  and  worldly  meo  admire, 
and  value.  Does  it  therefore  follow,  that  he  has  no  compoo- 
sation  ?  No  roan  ever  encountered  roore  for  Christ's  s^ea 
than  Paul  himself.  Was  Paul  a  loser  by  his  religion  I  Waa 
Paul  unhappy  J  He  tells  us,  tliat  **  what  things  were  gain  to 
him  he  counted  loss  for  Christ ;  yea  doubtless,  and  that  be 
counted  all  things  but  loss,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowl- 
edge of  Christ  Jesus  his  Lord  :  j"  while  the  text,  as  we  have 
seen,  exhibits  to  us  an  illustration  of  the  happy  state  of  the 
apostle's  mind  under  the  heaviest  trials.  The  fact  is.  this  : 
the  true  Christian  enjoys  a  source  of  inward  peace  and  con* 
solation,  of  whicli  otiior  |>ersons  have  neither  knowledge  nor 
conception.  He  possesses  a  secret  joy,  with  which  a  stran- 
ger inlermeddlcth  not ;  a  joy,  which  the  world  can  peither 
give  nor  take  away.  His  affections  are  set  on  things  above* 
where  Christ  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God.  His  conver- 
sation is  in  heaven,  from  w  hence  also  he  looketh  for  tlie  Sav- 
iour. In  the  testimony  of  an  approving  conscience  he  anti- 
cipates a  blessed  immortality,  and  i*ejoice8  in  hope  of  the  glo.- 
ry  of  God. 

Hence  we  may  discover  the  particulars  comprised  in  the 
general  proposition  under  review.  Hence  we  may  discenp*  in 
what  respects  death,  in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  becomes  the 
Christian's  gain.  To  him  ^*  to  die  is  gain,"  because  death, 
realizes  to  him  his  largest  expectations ;  puts  him  in  com-, 
plete  possession  of  tfiose  blessings,  to  which  in  pros|>ect  he 
bas  long  looked  forward ;  turns  his  faith  into  vision,  his  hope 
into  enjoy  meut ;  and  admits  him  to  tlte  full  and  unrestrained 
pailicipatioii  of  those  rivers  of  pleasure,  of  which  in  this 
life  he  has  cxptM'ieuced  only  occasional  and  limited  supplies. 

So  lon^  as  he  has  been  in  the  flesh,  ^»hat  a  buiHlcn,  what 
an  ohstarle,  what  a  torment  iias  he  found  that  body  of  sin^ 
yflhicb  (IwelicLh  in  him  !  How  often  ha::,  it  tended  to  dcadv% 

•1  iim.iv.8.       t  HhU,a.  7^8. 
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ud  dtetract  his  devotions,  and  to  interrnpt  his  commaniou 
Irtth  Ood  !  How  many  pollnting  images  has  it  suggested  to 
his  mind  !  How  many  improper  tempers  has  it  excited  in 
Us  bosom  !  Bat  from  this  enemy  he  is  now  freed  for  ever. 
Ifestb  has  dissolved  the  onion  betwixt  his  soul  and  sin. 
Mo  longer  he  groans  being  burdened.  No  longer  carnal  af- 
ftctimis  nnflt  him  for  spiritual  exercises.  Perfectly  con- 
fbrmed  to  the  Image  of  his  Lord,  he  is  now  prepared  for  be- 
ginning his  endless  service  of  love  and  praise. 

While  he  was  on  earth,  liis  unavoidable  intercourse  with 
utigodly  men  was  the  source  of  much  uneasiness.  How  of- 
ten was  he  offended  with  their  impious  discourse  !  How  of* 
ten  was  he  grieved  at  the  hardness  of  their  heart !  Wliile 
constrained  to  dwell  among  them  that  were  enemies  to  peace, 
bow  ft^uently  did  he  long  for  the  wings  of  a  dove,  that  he 
Bright  lee  away  and"  be  at  rest !  But  his  wish  is  now  obtain^ 
ed.  Death  has  removed  him  to  a  place  of  bliss,  where  no- 
OSng  mctean  shall  enter,  and  nothing  that  offends.  He  is 
^  come  dnto'^Mount  Sion,  and  unto  the  city  of  the  lifing 
Godi  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  and  to  an  innumerable  com- 
pany of  angels,  to  the  general  araembly  and  church  of  the 
first  bom,  which  are  written  in  heaven,  and  to  God  the 
Jndge  of  all,  and  to  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  and 
(above  all)  to  Jesus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant* 
Tes.  He  is  now  with  Jesus,  and  beholds  his  glory.  He 
dw^B  in  the  presence  of  Him,  whom  his  soul  loveth.  He 
has  entoied  into  the  joy  of  his  Lord.  What  was  the  glori- 
•08  object,  which  the  apostle  had  in  view,  when  he  exclaim- 
ed, <<  To  me  to  die  is  gain  P'  It  was,  that  when  he  depart- 
ed, he  should  be  witli  Christ  This  is  gain  indeed.  This 
is  the  consummation  of  the  Christian's  happiness,  ^*  to  be 
absent  from  the  body,  and  to  be  present  with  the  Lord  ;** 
no  longer  to  *<  see  through  a  glass  darkly,  but  face  to  face  f* 
no  longer  to^'  Icnow  in  part,  but  to  Icnow  even  as  himself  is 
known  |  to  see  Jesus  as  he  is  f*  to  fall  down  before  the 
Lamb,  and  to  ascribe  to  him  blessing,  and  honor,  and  glory, 
and  power  for  ever  and  ever. 

Such  is  the  Death  of  the  real  Christian^  To  him  **  to 
die  is  gain.**  But  can  this  assertion  with  truth  be  made 
of  any  other  but  of  him  ?  Can  it  be  truly  said  of  the  pro- 
fime  and  the  worldly  man,  of  the   unbeliever,  and  the  by* 

•  Hebrews,  3dj.  32,  35. 24. 
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jocrite^  fliat  to  tfaen  »to  die  it  gain  ?^  Alts  !  de«tb  M  fo 
them  the  heaviest  loss  :  the  condosion  of  aH  their  short-lived 
pleasures ;  the  utter  extinction  of  every  hope.  Whatever 
joys  they  have  felt  on  earth  now  cease  tor  ever ;  and  an 
everlasting  night  of  misery  succeeds.  CoqM  it  he  tmijr 
said  of  ttiat  ungodly  maut  **  who  was  dothed  in  purple  and 
fine  linen  and  fared  sumptuously  every  day,  thai  to  Mill 
to  die  was  gain  7  Mas  I  He  died  and  was  buried*  and  in 
hen  he  lift  up  his  eyes,  hdng  in  torments.^'  Would  deatll 
have  been  a  gain  even  to  the  wretched  beggar,  Lazarus 
himself  I  would  he  have  been  carried  by  the  angels  hila 
Abraham's  bosom,  had  he  not  been  a  partaker  of  Abraham's 
fhith,  and  with  the  patriarch  ^'  had  seen  the  day  of  Christy 
and  had  rejoiced  ?'*  No.  Far  better  would  It  have  been  for 
him  to  have  lain  for  ages  at  the  rich  man's  gate,  covered 
with  soresy  and  enduring  the  utmost  extremity  of  want  ani 
pain,  than  to  have  died  without  possesaii^  an  interest  hi 
Christ  For  thu$  to  die  would  have  been  only  to  exrhanga 
temporal  and  tolerable  suffisrings  for  those,  which  arv 
eternal  and  intolerable.  This,  my  brethren^  is  a  point 
which  I  would  forcibly  urge  on  your  attention.  Wlien  wo 
see  a  f^ow  mortal  stretched  on  the  bed  of  sidLueasy  wtMi* 
kig  in  agony,  and  struggling  with  an  incurabk  diseaae^  how 
very  common  is  it  to  express  a  hope  that  he  may  be  sooui 
fdeasedf  that  death  may  qieedily  terminate  his  miasiy* 
The  hope  itself  is  charitable,  and  results  from  an  unwiHng^ 
mess  to  witness  sufferings  to  which  we  are  unable  to 
ister  relief.  But  let  us  not  deceive  (nirselves  with  vain  \ 
unmeaning  words.  If  the  man  be  not  a  real  Christian,  < 
will  be  no  release  to  him.  Death,  far  from  tenmnating  his 
misery,  will  dreadfully  increase  it  The  body  indeed  bf 
dissolution  will  be  n^uced  to  a  senseless  states  and  for  a 
season  will  tie  mouldering  iii  the  dust,  exempt  from  ytAm. 
But  the  soul  will  be  passed  into  a  place  of  unutterriile  ati^ 
gulsh,  *<  reserved  under  chains  of  darkness  unto  the  judg« 
ment  of  the  great  daj.^'  And  is  this  a  rafeose  ^  bi  tMa  A 
gain  ?  It  is  trne»  that  ^<  the  Spirit  saith.  Blessed  are  the 
dead  ^^  but  mark  the  limitation  ani^exe<I,  **  who  die  in  the 
Lord.^  They  only  who  die  in  the  Lord  are  blessed  :  for 
they  only  have  an  interest  in  the  atoning  blood  of  Christy 
without  wbkh  there  is  no  remission.  ^  The  sting  ef  death 
la  sin.''    But  the  sins  of  the  real  Christian  are  forgiven ; 
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Jbr»  ^i  ibmrt  is  no  eondemnatioD  to  them  tbat  are  in  Chtiat 
JeMS."  They  die  in  peace  with  God  :  therefore  are  they 
Uessedi  But  all  others  die  onder  the  curse  and  santence 
of  unpardoned  sin.  **  The  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  them/' 
Jknd  how  can  they  he  hlessed  ? 

.  (sod  grant,  t|iat  these  awful  troths  may  he  accompanied 
with  suitable  impressions!  My  brethren,  you  must  die. 
Toang  and  old,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  you  must  one 
day  die.  Let  the  period  he  removed  to  the  greatest  possi- 
ble distance,  yet  yoor  last  hour  will  at  length  arrive ;  that 
aoleqin  hour,  when  you  will  be  called  to  kave  this  world 
tar  ever  5  to  hid  a  long  and  last  farewell  to  every  thing  on 
earth  i  to  enter  on  an  unseen  and  untried  state.  When  tliis 
momentous  change  shall  come,  what  would  you  wish  to 
And  it !  Your  best  friend,  or  your  worst  enemy  ?  Your 
gceaftest  gain,  or  your  heaviest  loss  2  A  blessings  or  a  curse  } 
cannot  but  anticipate  your  answer.  I  know  that  every  heart 
nHnt  be  ready  to  exclaim,  '^  May  death  to  me  be  gain  ?^ 
▲ad  most  cordially  and  earnestly  do  I  hope  and  pray,  that 
foa  may  find  U  such ;  a  gain  vast  and  im^aleulable,  beyond 
your  utmost  thoughts  (  But  remember,  that  you  never  can 
find  death  a  gain,  uiiless  ^ath  finds  you  a  real  Christian. 
It  never  can  be  gain  to  you  to  die,  unless  to  you  <<  to  live 
18  Cbrfsf  These  are  two  things  inseparably  united. 
Think  nat  that  you  can  part  them.  Build  not  on  so  vain  a 
liepe.  Think  not  that  it  is  enough  to  be  saying  within 
ywrself,  <<  May  I  die  the  death  of  the  righteous  ?''  7h0 
fnestion  is.  Are  yon  living  the  life  of  the  righteous? 
Are  yon  living  through  the  power  of  Christ,  by  faith 
in  Christ,  to  the  glory  of  Christy  after  the^ttern  of  Chris^ 
nnder  the  law  of  Christ  i  Is  it  your  ^3m  thus  to  live  7 
Is  it  your  prayer  thus  to  live  ?  And  while  you  desire  and 
pmy#  are  you  diligently  using  all  t)ie  appointed  means,  by 
vbicb  the  spiritoal  life  is  nourished  and  sustained  2 

God  forbid !  th^  in  stating  these  solemn  trutlis,  I  should 
discMrage  any  humble  Christian,  or  in  a  single  instanoe 
^  make  the  heart  of  the  righteous  sad,  whom  the  Lord  hath 
Ml  made  sad  !"  But  I  am  jealous  over  you  with  a  godly 
jealousy  ;  and  I  would  have  you  jealous  over  yourselves^ 
I  would  nol  have  you  conclude  that  all  is  safe,  unless  that 
all  ke  safe,  I  would  spare  you  the  dreadful  disappointment 
of  discovcringt  wlien  the  discovery  will  be  too  lain,  thn^  yon 
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hlire  beeb  self-deceived.  Think  what  unspeakable  angnisk 
will  ensue,  when  death,  which  in  expectation  you  have  fond- 
ly regarded  as  a  gain,  shall  on  trial  prove  to  be  a  loss^ 
which  jou  never  can  repair  !  And  O,  a  loss  how  great ! 
The  loss  of  heaven  ;  the  loss  of  hope ;  the  loss  of  your  iflu- 
mortal  soul !  Spara  yourselves  this  misery.  <Let  Christ  be 
now  your  life.  Open  your  hearts  to  Him ;  that  henoefortii 
*Hc  may  dwell  within  you.  Seek  of  Him  grace,  thai,  re- 
deemed from  your  vaio  conversation,  you  may  become  new 
creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.  Here  must  the  work  of  refor- 
mation begin.  Here  must  the  foundatiao  of  ihe  qiiritaal 
edifice  be  laid  ;  in  a  deep,  an  abiding  renovation  of  the  in- 
ner man  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  <<  That  which  is  bom  of 
the  Spirit,''  and  that  only,  ^  is  Spirit''  By  nature  you 
are  carnal,  and  bom  in  sin.  ^  Marvel  not  that  ye  must  be 
bom  again."  A  new  life  must  commence  in  a  new  birth. 
Never  can  Christ  be  your  life,  till  from  him  you  have  ra- 
eeived  a  new  principle  of  spiritual  life.  Pray  then  for  tUs 
inestimable  gift.  Continue  instant  in  prayer  for  it ;  Ml  he- 
ing  ^  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  your  mind  ye  asujr 
prove,'*  experimentally  know,  <^  what  is  that  good,  and  per- 
fect, and  acceptable  will  of  God.^ 

Is  Christ  already  your  life  7  See  that  you  live  more  Mi- 
gently  and  closely  to  him.  Let  his  power  be  more  folly 
manifested  in  your  life.  Live  more  humUy  and  aimplly 
dependent  on  his  grace  and  promises.  Live  more  derotiedto 
his  glory.  Live  more  conformed  to  his  image.  Live  more 
obedient  to  his  word.  Thus  living,  you  may  feel  MWMi, 
that  death,  whenever  it  arrives,  shall  be  your  gain.  In  life 
you  shall  experience  that  peace  of  mind,  which  passeth  sl{ 
understanding :  but  at  death  you  shall  be  completely  bles- 
sed. You  shall  be  transported  from  this  vrie  of  misery  and 
tears  to  those  regions  of  unfading  bliss,  where  ^  God  akril 
wipe  away  all  tears  from  your  eyes  :  and  there  ebaH  bo  no 
more  death,  neither  sorrow,  nor  crying,  neither  aha!  there 
be  any  more  pain. — ^The  sun  shall  no  more  be  thy  liglit  1^ 
day ;  neither  for  brightness  shall  the  moon  give  Kgiit  Mkto 
thee  :  but  the  Lord  shall  be  unto  thee  an  everiasti^  Ug^. 
%m\  thy  God  thy  Glory. 
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SERMON  XLI. 


The  Duty  df  Smreodering  OurMlTes  tt  Ood  e^Lpfadaod  nod 
Enforced. 

BOMAHSf  xiL  1. 

I  beseech  ftm  Uurefore^  hreihren^  hf  fftf  mamet  of  Bod^  tiia$ 
fe  present  your  bodies  a  living  sacrijicef  My 9  acceptable 
unto  Bodf  which  is  your  reasonaHe  service* 

THE  ultimate  object  of  BevelatioDf  considered 
mtk  reepeot  to  man,  is  to  fit  bim  for  eternal  tyippioess,  by 
vedaimiaf^  him  to  the  knowledge  and  practice  of  his  duty, 
as  a  moral  creature  of  Gkid.  To  promote  this  object  is  the 
grand  tendency  of  all  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel.  With 
one  voice  they  not  only  proclaim  the  necessity  of  holiness ; 
hnt  urge  os  by  the  most  constrainiog  motives  to  **  yield  our- 
adves  nnto  Ood»  as  those  that  are  alive  from  the  dead,  and 
omr  members  as  instmments  of  rigbteoosness  unto  €rod/^ 

It  is  this  dnty»  which  SU  Paul  in  the  text  so  affectionate- 
iy  presotio  on  the  Eomans»  as  a  conclusion  obviously,  and 
even  necessarily,  resuUipg  from  the  doctrines,  which  he  had 
stated  and  illustrated  in  the  preceding  mrt  of  his  Epistle* 
He  describes  that  cordial  surrender  of  themselves  to  the 
divine  service  and  glory^  which  it  is  his  aim  to  recommend 
and  enforce,  in  language  borrowed  from  the  circumstances 
of  the  ceremonial  law.  In  allusion  to  the  sacrifices,  in 
which  the  bodies  <tf  the  animals  were  solemnly  presented 
and  devoted  to  God,  he  exhorts  his  readers  to  <'  p/esent  their 
bodies  a  sacrifice  hdy  unto  God.''  ,In  contradistinction  how* 
over  tn  these  sacrifices,  in  which  the  animals,  being  design- 
ed as  a  typical  atonement  for  siut  were  slain,  and  their  dead 
bodies  were  burnt  upon  the  altar,  the  apostle  adds.  But  pre- 
sent yoar  bodies  a  living  sacrifice  holy  unto  God,  Pevote 
ypur  lives  to  God,  Devote  your  bodies  to  bim ;  and  not 
yoar  bodies  only,  but  your  souls  also.  The  devotion  of  the 
body,  unaccompanied  with  that  of  the  soul,  will  be  but  a 
^rmal,  lifeless  jienlce;  a  deadj  and  nqt  artiving  sacrifice, 
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Utvote  to  bkn  tbe  whole  man,  body^  wmly  and  apiriC,  to  ka 
aet  apart  for  bis  use,  to  be  eauplojed  to  bis  glorj.  TMa 
will  be  a  sacrifice  acceptable  to  bin  :  a  sacrifice,  wbicb 
reason  requires,  and  which  tbe  infinite  BMrciea  of  Qad  oaoi- 
pel  you  to  offer. 

Bucb  13  tbe  dn^,  which  the  aposth)  here  preaaribcs. 
Such  are  the  motives,  by  vbich  he  enforcei-  the  practice  of 
it.  But  this  duty  is  equally  incumbent,  these  notiTes  am 
equally  binding  on  aU  Cbristiaqs.  On  these  two  points 
therefore  I  shall  proceed  separately  to  enlarge. 

I.  For  the  clearer  explanation  of  the  duty  under  review, 
I  shall  point  out  soum  of  the  leading  particulars  in  which  it 
tfonsists. 

II.  I  shall  endeavor  to  sliew  the  constraining  efllcacy  of 
tliose  motives  by  which  this  duty  is  enforced  in  the  text* 

I.  One  leading  particular  in  the  general  duty  under  re* 
view  consists  in  the  **  Mortification  of  sin.'' 

It  IS  utteriy  impossible  that  there  can  be  any  real  devot- 
edncss  to  God,  where  sin  reigns  in  the  mortal  body,  and  ia 
liabitually  obeyed  in  any  of  the  lusts  theriMf.  God  and  sin 
are  directly  opposed  to  each  other.  Both  therefore  cannot 
i*etain  dominion  in*  the  same  heart  The  soul,  if  it  serve 
sin,  cannot  be  devoted  to  God.  When  the  apostle  then  ex- 
horts us  to  present  ourselves  a  living  sacrifice,  holy  unto 
God,  he  directs  us  in  other  words  to  <<  crucify  the  flesh  with 
its  aflbctions  and  lusts — to  cleanse  ourselves  from  all  fittbr- 
uess  of  the  flesb  and  spirit — to  mortify  oar  members,  which 
are  upon  tbe  earth,  fornication,  uncleanness,  inordinate  aft- 
fection,  evil  concupiscence,  and  covetousneas,  which  is  nioU 
atry.'^  Do  you  ask  more  particularly,  whit  tliese  direc- 
tions require  ?  They  require,  that,  according  to  tlie  spirit  of 
the  apostle's  injunction,  you  must  not  altowefly  indulge  any 
one  passion,  any  one  practice,  any  one  temper,  which  is  ooiT- 
trary  to  tbe  holy  law  of  God  ;  that  you  must  deny  yourseir; 
and  watch  and  fight  against  every  sin,  especially  tbat  ain 
which  most  easily  besets  you.  Many  bypotrites  have  been 
detected  by  their  obstinate  adherence  to  their  favorite  ainl. 
Herod  refosed  to  divorce  Herodias :  and  Saul,  while  he  de- 
stroyed tlie  rest  of  the  Amalakites,  spared  Agag  the  king. 
But  the  duty  before  us  admits  of  no  reservations.  It  biib 
you  spare  no  sin,  though  it  be  near  and  dear  to  yon  as  your 
right-hand,  or  your  right-eye.     It  directs  you,  aa  tbe  bod(S(9( 
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M  tbe  Bfterifices  were  laid  open  for  the  inq>ectioo  of  (lie 
priestSf  to  lay  open  year  heart  for  tbe  inspection  of  God> 
who  reqaireth  truth  in  the  inward  parts  ;  and  without  any 
deceit  or  guile  to  shew  him^  that  though  yon  liare  indeed 
nmch  e^il  remaining  in  you,  for  which  you  daily  need  to 
implore  his  forgiveness,  yet  you  do  not  wilfully  retain  ini^r 
quity  within  :  that  it  is  your  sincere  desire  and  earnest  en- 
deavor to  purify  yourself  even  as  he  is  pure  |  and  that  in  fact, 
^  dkiqring  aH  ungodliness  and  worldly  histo,  you  are  liv- 
ing soberly,  righteously,  and  godly  in  this  prioeent  world.^' 

A  second  branch  of  the  duty  in  question  consists  in  a 
^  Consecration  of  all  our  tidents  to  God.** 

According  to  the  full  meaning  uf  the  aposfle's  exhorta- 
tion, it  is  not  sufficient  to  desist  from  ^  yielding  our  mem* 
bers  as  instruments  of  unrighteousness  unto  sin  )**  we  must 
also  ^  yield  them  as  instruments  of  righteousness  unto  Crod/^ 
The  very  idea  of  presenting  ourselves  a  living  sacrifice  ho- 
ly tmto  God,  involves  the  devotion  of  all  the  powers  of 
body  and  soul  to  be  actively  engaged  in  his  service.  So 
that  the  injunction  in  the  text  comprises  the  substance  of 
those  precepts  delivered  by  the  same  apostle  on  other  occa* 
stuns ;  ^  G4orify  Gkid  in  your  body  and  in  your  spirit.^*^ 
^  Whatsoever  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  (Sod.***  In  other 
wvrds,  we  are  directed,  in  all  our  thoughts,  our  words,  and 
our  actions,  to  maintain  a  pre-eminent  regard  to  the  divine 
presence,  authority,  and  honor :  to  consider  ourselves  as 
Awards,  who  possess  nothing  of  our  own,  and  who  are  re- 
quired to  employ  every  talent,  whether  natural  or  acquired, 
in  the  Work  and  for  the  interests  of  Him,  who  is  the  origin- 
al Source,  and  the  sole  Proprietor  of  all  our  endowments. 
Buch  views  and  sentiments  indeed  are  highly  repugnant  to 
the  proud  and  selfish  feelings  of  our  natural  heart :  but  the 
man,  who  presents  himself  a  living  sacrifice  holy  unto  God, 
will  seriously  resolve  and  studiously  labor,  on  all  occasions, 
to  act  in  the  spirit  of  these  directions.  What  will  be  his 
object  in  the  conduct  of  his  woridly  concerns  ?  Will  he  aim 
to  prosper  in  his  commercial  occupation,  or  to  rise  to  emi- 
nence in  his  profossional  engagements,  merely  for  the  sake 
of  the  worldly  advantages  annexed  to  commercial  prosper- 
ity, or  to  professional  distinction  ?  No :  but  because  dili. 
gence  in  his  proi>er  calling  is  one  part  of  the  work  assigned 

•  1  Cor.  vi.  20.  X.  K5.. 
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to  biQi  by  Us  heavenly  Master ;  and  beoMlBe  tiooeu  im  it 
will  enlarge  bis  sphere  of  nsefulnesSf  and  will  qvalify  hiai  fsr" 
the  discharge  of  more  extensire  and  inportaBt  serrioea^ 
Nor  will  the  principlea^  on  which  he  Manages  his  worldly 
ooncemsy  be  those  by  which  the  men  of  the  woridf  in  aimttar 
circomstancest  are  actuated.  He  will  not  regnlale  hiscoA- 
duct  by  the  corropt  OMzims  and  castoBM  of  the  world*  h«t 
by  the  pore  precqits  of  the  divine  law.  He  will  not  CmI 
himself  justified  in  adopting  pradioes,  which  tbewatdaC 
God  condennsf  however  they  may  be  sanctioned  by  the  coas- 
aon  usage  of  bis  fdlow-creatures.  Does  Ms  sttuation  ia 
society  invest  him  with  any  authority  and  influence  over 
others  7  Is  he  a  parent  7  Is  he  a  master  of  a  fam^y  7  He 
win  carefully  improve  the  means*  thus  placed  witbhi  hia 
power,  in  pronwiting  true  religion*  in  incaleating  die  linoW'- 
ledge  and  fear  of  God.  Is  he  rich  i  He  will  eoqitoy  hla 
riches*  not  in  sdf-gratification*  not  <<  in  making  provimoa 
for  the  flesh  to  fulfil  the  lasts  thereof ;  but  in  such  a  na»- 
aer  as  he  believes  to  be  most  agreeable  to  the  will*  and  arart 
conducive  to  the  glory  of  Him*  who  has  oommitled  them  to 
his  trust  Is  be  poor?  He  wiU  £uthfoUy  aceapy  with  Ua 
single  talent  By  a  cheerful  discharge  of  his  diaty*  in  that 
stote  of  life  to  which  Providence  baa  assigned  him ;  by  a 
patient  continuance  in  welL-doing ;  by  honesty  in  his  deal- 
ings i  by  fidelity  to  his  employers  $  by  his  meek*  his  useMI* 
and  inofiensive  conduct*  he  wUl  endeavor  to  adorn  the  doe* 
trine  of  God  bis  Saviour*  aad  thus*  by  exhibiting  ia  Ms 
whole  life  and  conversation  the  blessed  fraits  of  rightaoqa> 
ness*  to  recommend  religion  to  others*  to  silence  objectors^ 
and  to  glorify  God. 

A  third  particular  of  the  general  duty  under  review  con- 
sists in  a  <«  Resignation  to  the  Divine  WiH.'' 

To  Devote  ourselves  to  God*  evidently  implieB  oar  readi- 
ness not  only  to  do  whatever  work  he  may  require  us  to 
perform*  but  also  to  bear  whatever  evil  he  may  see  fit  to  lay 
u|)ou  us.  Wo  cannot  bo  truly  said  to  present  ourselves  a 
Ywing  sacrifice  holy  unto  God*  unless  we  are  pn^mred  to 
ciidure  such  trials  and  afflictions  as  his  infinite  wisdom  may 
appoint.  To  make  an  exception  in  this  respect*  to  exproas 
ourselves  willing  to  serve  God  while  we  refuse  to  soSer  ac- 
cording to  bis  will*  would  utterly  destroy  the  notion  of  aa 
hearty  surrender  to   biro.     The   dedication  of  ourselves 
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v<Mld  Botbe  iitv«8arv«4f  and  fbeiefore  not  such  a  dediMo 
tiOB  as  is  bere  efyoiMd,  The  apostle  indeed^  in  his  owf^ 
«BaiBpley  diqdj^  the  ckarest  proof  and  most  apposite  iilus- 
tralion  of  his  meaning.  Theve  is  no  feature  in  his  cbarao 
te  ttore  striking  than  that  comj^ete  resignation  to  the  Di- 
f  UM  Will,  which  he  here  inculcates.  Let  Chrbt  be  magni-* 
Aid  in  his  hody ;  and  whether  it  were  by  his  life  or  by  hi»^ 
deatbt  wa»  to  him  a  circumstance  equally  indifferent :  while 
im  the  prospect  of  approaching  martyrdom  we  find  him  de- 
•picting  the  oubmissive  state  of  his  mind  in  terms  of  a  sim- 
ilar attttssan  with  those  of  the  text :  <<  I  am  now  ready  to 
bo  oflhred."*  This  passive  obedience  to  the  wiU  of  God  is 
indeed  a  part  of  our  duty  but  little  understood  in  compari- 
son  with  its  more  active  branches.  Persons,  who  have  giv- 
en very  unequivocal  marks  of  their  piety,  sometimes  betray 
in  thin  respect  their  ignorance  of  the  nature  and  the  extent 
4if  that  surtender  of  themselves  to  God,  which  they  pi*o(b^ 
to  have  made.  Whmi  disabled  by  sickness,  or  precluded  by 
•ge^  from  pursuing  their  former  occupations,  and  from  serv* 
ing  God  i^ter  thw  aoco^med  manner,  how  apt  are  they  to- 
jDoroplain  that  they  are  now  deprived  of  every  qiportimitjF 
of  improviag  their  talents,  and  possess  no  further  means  of 
glorifying  God  upon  earth.  But  what  foundation  for  such  a 
eomplaint  exists  I  Are  not  they,  are  not  all  persons  visited 
irith  affliction,  then  called  upon  to  exercise  one  of  the  most 
difficult,  one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  their  duty — 
resignation  to  the  Divine  Will  ?  Are  tliey  not  then  called 
upon  to  prove,  that  they  have  indeed  <<  presented  themselves 
a  living  sacrifice  holy  unto  God,"  by  meekly  submitting  to 
his  chastisements,  by  acquiescing  without  murmuring  in  his 
dispensations,  by  waiting  without  impatience  his  time  and 
mode  of  deliverance  ?  Are  they  not  then  called  upon  to  glo- 
rify God  by  manifesting  the  efficacy  of  those  superior  aids, 
with  which  reUgion»  in  seasons  of  suffering,  sustains  and 
fortifies  her  followers  ?  finch  is  the  instructive  example  held 
out  to  us  by  those  illustrious  characters  of  old,  whose  pious 
expressions  of  resignation,  under  the  lieaviest  calamities,  ob- 
vioualy  display  the  nature  of  thin  particular  branch  of  the 
general  duty  under  discussion.  '*  It  is  tbe  Lord,  let  blm  do 
what  seemeth   him  good. — Good  is  the  word  of  the  Lord, 

•  3  Thm.  iv.  (5. 
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trkick  Ukmi  hant  6poken.^Tlie  Lord   g«v6  and  the  imd 
Imth  taken  away  :  BlesfM^be  the  name  <yf  the  LonL^« 

Such  are  some  of  the  leading  particiihmH  in  whicfa  the 
dot  J  enjoined  by  the  apontle  consists. 

II.  I  shall  endeavor  to  shew  the  constraining  ellcacy  of 
ibose  inotivesf  by  which  Ibis  duty  is  enforced  in  the  text 

Advert  first  to  the  MeoMomabUnem  of  the  d«ty  prescribed^ 
Reason  is  that  noble  facQltyy  which  distinguishes  omui  fesoi 
the  brute  creation,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  great  eiotl« 
lencies  of  his  natare.  Through  the  cormptmi  indeed  en- 
tailed on  us  by  the  fril,  we  often  aake  a  very  iaiproper  nse 
of  our  reason,  and  apply  it  to  subjects,  for  which  it  was  !»?• 
cr  intended,  and  to  which  it  is  whoHy  inoea^SBt  Bnttbis 
abuse  of  the  gift  does  not  detract  from  its  real  valoe  or  ia^ 
portance.  God  unifomily  deals  with  us  as  with  ressonaUa 
creatures.  He  requires  of  us  no  services,  but  such  as  rea« 
son,  rightly  exercised,  approves.  He  gradoudy  coodo* 
scends  himself  to  reason  with  us  ;  and  ftrquently  in  direbt 
terms  appeals  to  our  reason  to  decide  on  the  eqnily  of  his 
demands.  In  the  same  spirit,  St.  Paul  nrg9s  as  to  ^  pro- 
sent  our  bodies  a  living  sacrifice  holy  unto  God,*'  on  the 
ground  that  it  is  *<  our  reasonable  service.''  It  is  a  dulf 
against  which  no  reasonable  objection  can  be  made :  nayv 
a  duty  which  our  own  unprejudiced  judgment  cannot  bat  aU 
low  to  be  most  just  and  reasonable.  Wbetlier  ChMl*s  riglili 
or  our  own  interest  be  considered,  the  argument  will  be 
equally  conclusive. 

Wherever  there  exists  a  clear  title  to  possession,  tliefe,  it 
is  universally  admitted,  exists  also  a  clear  title  to  the  service 
of  the  thing  possessed.  Whatever  is  maniCesstly  our  own, 
,  whether  by  purchase,  by  inheritance,  or  by  invention,  we 
claim  a  right  to  appropriate  to  our  own  use.  No  principle 
can  be  plainer  than  tliis.  Nor  is  there  any  on  which  men 
more  uniformly  act.  But  what  title  to  possession  can  be  so 
clear,  as  that  which  creation  confer^  on  God  ?  He  made  our 
Houls  and  bodies.  Are  tliey  not  then  His  property  7  Does 
He  not  possess  the  strongest  right  to  their  services  ?  Ton 
contend,  and  justly,  that  you  have  an  undisputed  claim  to  the 
labor  of  the  beast,  which  you  have  bought ;  to  the  produce  of 
the  land  which  you  occupy.  Surely  Grod  has  an  eqnally  un- 
disputed claim  to  the  services  of  those  creatures,  whom  iie 

*  1  Samuel,  iii.  IS.     Isaiah,  xxxix.  8.    Job,  i.  2^. 
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Whm  1m  m^  5«  Devote  fear  soola  and  be4H0 
«»  ajrneuid  gferif^''  He  requirai  ve  W  dorote  tobim  thofljd 
Mris'Mdbedieai  wbiob  M  midemiUeevkleiieeare.hiB  own. 
•wBvt  Gbd  not  oaljr  ^t  tot  orei^«d,  he  contUities  daily  ti> 
mupprnt  mu  Tliis  otrovaMtanoe^  if  peeeUile^  strengUiens  his 
ditnii'  to  your  obedienoe.  Ym  feed  ud  dotfae  your  serranl* 
and  dtoeni  yovnielf  ett  tins  account  entitled  to  bb  serTJce* 
¥im  wotld  feel  Ibat  be  greatly  mrooged  yoU|  if,  wUU 
WdaHilMd  at  your  eiqience^  be  should  A^pieot  yoar  businees 
and  should  em^oy  his  time  and  his  taleats  in  tbo  senrke  of 
aaother  iiaster.  Are  not  ttien  your  tinie  and  your  talents 
justly  due  to  Bim,  who  provides  you  not  only  with  food  and 
miBSiil,  but  with  life  andbreath,  and  with  all  things  ?  Is  it 
uM  an  uet.  of  the  most  palpable  iigustice  to  withhold  your 
serviees  from  Ood»  and  to  consume  in  selfish  gratifications 
Ammo  giRs>  which  he  has  entrusted  to  you  for  his  own  pe^ 
eidiar  use?  Viewed  in  this  ligh^  the  lUoMf^naUenegs  of  tt|e 
du<|r  is  My  evident 

•  IVy  it  next  on  the  other  ground.  See  whether  in  respect 
to  year  own  iutenst  the  service  enjoined  be  not  a  reiuono- 
Usaerviceb  I  will  assume  it  as  a  principle,  which  cannot 
be  eontsovfirted,  that  to  seek  our  own  happiness  is  highly 
nasonable.  This,  like  the  former,  is  a  principle  on.  which  « 
wtm  unifermly  act  Thouj^  they  may  frequently  ent^rtaini 
yeiy  erroneous  notioMi  of  hf^uness,  and  may  seek  it  by 
vary,  mistakiin  means ;  yet  still  for  a  person  ddiberatdy  to 
dioose  and  follow  any  object,  the  pursuit  of  which  must  nee- 
terminate  in  his  misery  and  destruction,  would  be 
by  all  an  unequivocal  mark  of  folly.  What  then 
f  the  du^  enjoined  in  the  text  ioqily  ?  It  implies  that 
you  renounce  and  forsake  the  ways  of  sin,  wUcb  most  final- 
ly  involve  you  in  shame  and  ruin,  and  that  yon  choose  and 
fioUow  the  ways.of  God,  which  must  eventually  conduct  you 
to  happiness  and  glory.  Is  it  not  then  a  reasonable  service  2 
Is  not  the  surrender  of  your  soul  and  body  to  the  service  of 
Qod  a  stqp  the  most  agreeable  to  the  soundest  exercise  of 
f$a8mi  f  Whenever  a  miserable  feUow-creature  lays  violent 
hands  on  his  own  life,  we  instantly  pronounce  such  an  act  of 
desperation  to  bo  a  proof  of  madness.  Who  then  is  so  mad 
«B  the  servant  of  sin  ?  He  is  a  self-destroyer  in  the  worst 
sense  of  the  word.  He  is  daily  murdering  his  own  souL 
What  fbily,  what.madnees  is  this  !  What  an  unreasonable 
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«f^fee  te  Uie  fiefrvice  of  «ii !  To  to  ienrlns  4  nasto^^  nrtmB 
^ng^  Ib  ^eoth  !  To  be  chooiing  a  patft/ vbMe  end  ii  de^troc*-' 
lion  !  To  1)6  ffrtjorring  endless,  hopeless  mtaerj,  rertw'J^^  imi 
shaiMf,  for  the  sttke  of  a  momentary  mdnlgence  !  Sorely^  my 
brethren,  such  a  service  is  most  unreasonable.  Bat  reoms^ 
ber  then,  that  exactly  In  proportion  tx>  the  fdljr  of  sin  is  tie 
i^sdom  of  holiness  :  that  exactly  in  proportioip  to  tiie  ttt» 
reasonableness  of  serving  the  devil,  Uie  world,  and  the  fcsH 
is  the  reasonableness  of  '*  presenting  yoorselves  a  Hfing 
sacrlftce  holy  unto  Grod.** 

But  it  is  Dot  only  on  the  reasonableness  of  the  duty,  that 
the  apostle  enforces  his  exhortation  In  the  text*  Hie  sbr- 
render  of  yourselves  to  God  will  be  a  ^  sacritce  aaJbpteWe 
dnto  him.''  To  attempt  to  offer  any  atonement  for  sin  would 
be  highly  offensive  to  Gtod.  Such  a  sacrifice  he  would  reject 
with  abhorrence  :  because  it  would  virtually  imply  a  denial 
of  the  merits  and  sufficiency  of  that  one  sacrilice,  whiek  be 
himself  has  provided  for  sin.  Christ  lias  for  cfrer  tafcM 
away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself.  Having  by  hb  suBbr- 
ings  and  death  reconciled  and  glorified  the  Divine  i^orfee- 
tions.  He  has  made  by  that  one  oblation  of  Himself  onoe 
offered,  a  full,  peifect,  and  sufficient  sacrifice,  oblation,  m«i 
*  satisfaction  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  Here  then  lies 
tlie  sinners  only  way  to  pardon  and  favor  :  while  every  pre- 
tension to  the  Divine  Acceptance  on  the  ground  of  any  thing, 
Uhich  he  himself  can  do,  or  can  offer,  is  abnoiination  in  the 
sieht  of  God.  But  thongh  you  are  precluded  Mm  midcing 
all  atonement,  is  there  no  offering,  which  GKid  will  IkvenMy 
receive  at  your  hands  ?  Tes  ;  when  in  hinttbh  dej^endence 
on  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  alone  for  the  remission  of  your 
sins,  you  testify  your  faitli  ami  love,  and  pious  Midi  by  n 
Voluntary,  an  unreserved  surrender  of  your  soul  and  body 
to  the  Divine  Glory  ;  this  is  a  sacrifice  acc^»taMe  to  God: 
a  sacrifice,  with  which,  thougli  you  are  unworthy  to  offer 
any  sacrifice,  he  will  be  welt  pleased. .  This  is  a  sfervice* 
iHiIch,  notwithstanding  your  manifold  imperfections  in  the 
dischaige  of  it,  he  will  favorably  accept.  Nay,  while  the 
very  inclination,  which  prompts  yon  to  the  discharge  of  thii 
service,  is  tlie  work  of  His  Sovereign  Grace,  ho  will  liber- 
ally rccon»[ierrec  you,  as  if  that  inclination  were  entirely 
yofif  onn.  My  brethren,  how  powerfully  does  thifi  motive 
•enffrixe  the  duty  in  question !  When  we  reflect  on  the  iaf- 
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rtki  ittJ0$Hy,^(  Gmii%  nm).  on  «^r  owa  u^^  vileness  i$i^f 
•igbt^  *wb«ii  wi)  reflect  oii  iMat  mea^iire  of  (Jefiloniinit  anji) 
Wp«idty»  wiiicli  cI^v^4o  oiir  bqst  actions  |  %veU  tnigH  )rr 
be  diiciNirigad  at  tUtt  tbauglits  of  offering  to  H'm  wr  ^^;, 
WDs  $  ^ell  migbt  wo  be  filled  with  apprehensions,  wliether 
He  would  adoHt  of  any  . services  frqm  sinners  90  evil  ait4 
polluted  as  oarselyeSf.  Qut,  blesse^I  be  bis  goodness  >U 
fbwibt.is  now  reaioved.     Through  J^sof,  I^e  will  accept  our 
f$fmfm  and  our  services i|.  h^  will  overlook  o^v  infirmities 
md  CQiwit  the  willibr  the  deed.     Dqss  not  .this  viiiw  of  U'ia 
ITMderfcd  condesceniion  encourage,  does  it  not  constrsii^ 
*  you  to  yield  younjfe|vf«  to  liini  ?  Ar^  you  not  sensibly  affects 
ed  with  the  bonor^  tbe  dignity  of  being  devoted  tu  smcIi  a 
Master  ?  Is  be  so  fprward  to  receive  your  wortliless  services  j 
Can  you  be  slow  at  t#pdering  them  ?  Is  he  graciously  say^ 
ing  to  yottf  *^  T^e  my  yoke  upon  you  ?^'  Can  you  be  pi*oaxU 
ly  saying  in  replyf  <  Wo  will  not  take  it  2'  Surely  you  never 
aiB  be  guilty  of  so  great  folly  and  wickedness.     Sui*eiy^ 
AJIed  with  boQest  in^ign^Uion  at  the  recoUoctioo  of  a  pHvi-, 
lens  so  long  neglectedr  you  are  ready  to  exclaim,  *^  0  Lordy 
oor  God»  other  Lords  besides  Th^  b^ve  had  dominion  over 
us  ;  but  by  Thee  only  will  we  make  mention  of  Thy  Namet'^ 
<  Henceforth  we  renounce  ^  other  nia^t^rs^  and  Thee^  Theei 
only»  will  we  serve,' .  , 

.  May  these  impressions  be  still  ftirtber  strengthened  by 
tbe  additional  inqtive  which  remains  to  be  considered  !  Qb^ 
serve  the  manner  in  which  St.  Paul  introduces  this  exborta^ 
tioo.  **  I  beseech  you>  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God*'' 
What  mercies  does  the  apostle  mean  ?  Those  n)ercies>  whicb 
it  had  been  his  object,  throughout  tbe  former  part  of  ijs 
Epistle,  to  illustrate  and  extol,  the  mercies  of  Redemption  : 
those  mercies,  in  which  Qod  has  so  richly  **  abounded  to-> 
wards  us  in  all  wisdom  and  prudence."*  By  these  mcrciq^ 
I  beseech  you,  brethren,  that  ye  present  your  bodies  a  liv> 
ing  sacrifice,  holy  unto  God.  To  feel  the  full  force  of  this 
constraining  motive  we  must  reflect  on  our  guilt  and  misery 
as  sinners,  and  on  tbe  wonderful  grape  di3played  in  our  Rcn 
donation ;  we  must  reject  on  the  dreadiul  and  degraded 
atate  to  which  sin  bas  reduced  us,  and  oti  the  unspeakuhia 
love  of  Christ  in  dying  for  oMr  soids.  Co.iteui;;iate  this 
MPUing  9i>stery  ;  the  Eternal  son  of  the  Most  liigli,  v^lt 

•  Bphet.  L  ^  . 
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IkigHbi  glory  htntMOt  mti  bwutn  iM«,«Miie  in 
of  «infal  ifsb,  and  hombliiig  hioMir  mto  Bmtki  «i>m  tli» 
Deftlh  of  tlie  Cross.  Cotrnder  tbee«ii«rorildt  iito«iteS4 
isUiig  faamiltation  :  the  djea  for  whkh  beMlMttttM  Is  tUi 
rast  indigtttty— ibfvt  be  might  ntke  B«tisfiKtion>tottae  OU 
vine  Justice  for  our  iniquities/ and  deliver  us  vmtqhei^ 
worthless  sinners  from  the  bitter  pains  ofelersal  Dtatt^ 
Yes :  for  us  men#  and  far  our  salvation^  beeume  iloiM  froai 
heaven,  that  lie  might  give  his  life  a  ransom  for  our  «Mlh 
'<  Though  he  was  rich>  yet  for  our  saikes  He  became  peuv^ 
that  we  through  His  poverty  migfart  be  made  rich  :'^  tbal^ 
through  the  merits  of  his  volantary  suflbringSy  we  who  dn^ 
ierved  nothing  but  wrath  and  punishihent^  might  be  restarud 
to  the  favor  of  Ckkl,  and  miglht  receive  the  promise*  of  an 
eternal  inheritance.  Butt  O  what  manuer  of  kwe  is  this! 
What  return  does  this  rich,  this  free,  thia  soveragn  graoa 
require  at  our  hands !  Are  we  not  constrained  to  derota^Mf 
souls  to  Him  who  has  redeemed  them  by  His  ««n  btead 
from  death  and  misery  everhsting?  ^  We  are  notour  owa^ 
we  are  bought  with  a  price.''  The  surrender  of  aU  our  poor 
and  worthless  services  is  a  sacrifice  justly  due  to  Hioh  wIm 
gave  himself  a  sacrifice  for  us.  Does  God  so  commend  hin 
love  towards  us»  in  that  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us  ?  Where  sin  hath  abounded,  does  grace  so  much 
more  abound  ?  By  nature  and  by  practice  enemies  of  God, 
are  we  brought  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Jesus  ?  Is  pardon,  pres^ 
ent,  full,  everlasting  pardon,  freely  ofibred  to  us  for  all  our 
sins  ?  And  can  we  hear  these  glorious  truths  without  emo- 
tion ?  Is  there  a  spark  of  gratitude^  a  spark  of  generous  feel- 
ing in  our  bosoms  ?  Surely  it  must  kindle  into  a  flame  of 
love,  and  inspire  us  with  a  holy  resolution  of  **  no  longer 
living  unto  ourselves,  but  unto  Him,  who  died  for  us,  and 
rose  again.'' 

Anxiously  would  I  hope,  my  brethren,  that  such»  at  this 
moment,  is  the  resolution  of  your  minds.  Anxiously  would 
I  hope,  that  whatever  your  seiriimenits  on  tMs  subject  may 
hitherto  have  been,  you  now  perceive  and  feel,  that  tiie  uol^ 
emn  dedication  of  yourselves  to  God,  to  live  to  His  glory,  te 
be  employed  in  His  service,  to  be  resigned  to  Bis  will,  is  *tk 
duty  which,  as  men  and  as  Cbristiaiw,  you  are  bound  by 
the  most  imperious  obligations  to  discharge.  O  theUf  by 
the  mercies  of  God,  by  the  love  of  Christ,  by .  the  value  4C 
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jmuf  iauMTtal  m$kh  M  me  bMceeh  yam  thftt  jm  iKmit 
Mt  tlHfe  fav«r«ble  impreimM  to  be  effacod  :  thut  ]»>ii  neg* 
kcEt  Mt^  thai  JM  dffer  not,  the  pwfemiaace  of  a  duty,  so 
teeiUj  wommniieif  so  atroBgly  urged.  Suffior  net  yeer 
arior  to  abat%  tiU  yoa  have  rendered  unto  the  I^rd  thie 
reaeonable,  this  accqitaUe  service :  till,  preseatiag  imto  Urn 
yanr  iMnils  aad  bodies  to  be  a  livdy  sacriflGei  holy  into  God), 
yoa  bam  ^  jotned  yonrselTes  ante  Him  in  a  pcip«ftiial  cove- 
aaaty  that  shall  not  he  foif;otten»'^  Be  not  disoawaged  ho- 
caaso  yea  feel  unworthy  to  approach  Hioi^  and  to  oAr  unto 
Hhn  any  sactiftcew  Such  a  fbeling  of  your  own  uaworthi- 
ness  is  the  best  preparation  for  coirfag  into  His  praoence^ 
the  surest  earnest  of  a  fiivorahle  aeooplanoe  at  his  hands. 
If  he  has  disposed  your  heart  in  faith  and  love  to  reader  to 
him  this  tribute  of  praise  and  service^  he  will  not  reject  the 
offoriiig  beosfuse  of  its  littte  value»  or  of  your  in^eifectioa 
ia  presenting  it  He  will  not  weigh  your  merits^  bi^t  will 
pawdsn  your  oiiences.  Be  will  graciously  receive  your 
■rite,  because  it  is  yaor  all ;  and  for  the  sake  of  thepiptivesy 
which  dictate  the  surrender,  will  overlook  the  intrinsic. 
wert^^kssaefHi  of  the  gift. 


SERMON  XLU. 

Angels  rejoicing  over  the  Penit^t  Sinner. 

LVKX,  XV.   ip. 

Wsewiielitty  unla  |oa,  there  i$  joy  in  the  presence  of  the 
Angdt  <if  Qod  ever  one  Sinner  that  repenteth. 

THBOyOHOUT  the  Scriptures  the  strongest 
yuconrsgaaieMto  are  given  to  the  relaming  siaiNr»  The 
most  gradaas  calls,  iavitations,  and  promises,  are  employed 
to  dispel  liis  fears,  aad  to  inspire  him  with  conAdeace.  In 
iUusiratton'of  this  remark,  we  amy  ^ipeal  to  the  chapter 
from  whioh  the  text  is  taken.  In  three  successive  parabhs, 
Mbrlag  In  some  mtaute  ]NHrtlmlars,b«t  agreeing  in  thege- 
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nertl  scope,  our  blwaed-Lord  prwUimft-tihe  gtace  i 
of  ibt  Gospel,  and  tbe  readineas  of  Oo4  to  raedra  umI  -^m^ 
doa  the  penitent  oAender.  la  tbe  text,  whick  ia  tlie  c^n- 
ciaaion  of  one  of  these  intfereating  parmblaa»  tbe  cooTerafaii 
of  a  Sinner  is  repreaented  aa  bimishing  ranoKedniattea  for 
joj  to  the  angds,  wh»  surrouid  tbe  tbrone  of  GckL  *}  WJmI 
wooian,  baring  ten  pieces  of  silvery  if  she  lose  ooofMscchi 
doth  not  light  the  candle  and  aweep  the  hoasa,  and  aeeiudUl- 
gently  liHHUie  find  it!  And  when  she  hath  found  it, aha 
calleth  her  friends  and  her  neighbors  together^  aajiog*  Re- 
joice whh  me,  for  I  have  foand  tlie  piece  wlucb  I  had  loatT 
To  whieh  our  Lord  adds,  as  an  application  expkaatorj  of 
his  meaning,  **  Liicewise,  I  say  unto  you,  There  is  joy  m 
the  preaance  of  the  angels  of  Qod  over  one  aianer  that  re* 
penteth/' 

This  representation  is  calculated  to  impreaa  ua  with  livdy 
couTictions  of  theeflkacy  and  tlie  importance  of  rapentanca. 
Do  those  lioly  spirits,  who  excel  in  strength,  who  dawU  ta 
the  presence  of  the  Almighty,  and  do  his  wiH,  do  they  ^  re* 
joice  over  one  sinner  that  repentetb  V^  What  a  blessed,  what 
a  glorious  work  is  repentance !  How  lieneficial  to  the  Sin- 
ner !  How  pleasing  to  God  !  May  the  Lord  be  with  us  by 
bis  Spirit,  vvhile  I  endeavor  to  set  before  you, 

L  A  description  of  the  Sinner  that  repeotetk 

IL  Tbe  grounds  of  that  joy,  which  the  angels  feel  over 
a  person  of  this  description, 

L  In  describing  the  Sinner  tliat  repentetb,  I  would  be- 
gin Willi  observing,  (hat  repentance,  in  the  language  of 
Scripture,  implies  a  real  change  of  heart,  a  conversion  of 
tbe  sod  fi'om  sin  to  God.  This  inward  change  indeed  will 
be  productive  of  a  rorre/;pondiug  reformation  in  the  life  ; 
and  the  amendment  of  the  outward  conduct  will  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  ameliorat'on  which  has  taken  place  within.  It 
may  however  sometimes  happen,  that  this  renewal  of  the 
heart  occurs  in  permms,  whose  naturally  pleasing  disposi- 
ttfiaa,  amiable  manners,  exemplary  discharge  of  relative  and 
aodal  iifices,  and  apfiareiit  attention  to  itiUgious  4«tieB» 
liairo  been  previously  sacb,  as  to  leave  but  comparatively 
liule  room  for  any  very  coasideraUe  and  strikiiig  improve- 
ment in  their  external  deportment.  The  chaagSy  however, 
which  they  have  inwardly  exporieiicedt  may  be  no  less  clear 
aad  decisii'o  in  the  eight  of  God»  who  aeetb  «ot  08  moo  oe^lu 
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Aeir  ViewVf  »iNiMy  iwporiaiit  8iftlijieet8»  mny  be  grtttly 
dbtored.  Thefir  motives  tnd  pnncipkfl  of  action  may  be 
T9I7  diSerent  from  those  wlttcfi  formerly  actuated  their  con* 
4m3k4  VtHtf  adt'dependence,  and  an  exalted  opinion  of 
Vkeit  oNtn  oerfts  and  preteaaionSf  which  before  reigned  in  the 
heaK  with  oncowlrolable  dominion^  may  have  given  place 
to  the  Atepeot  fawniUation  and  sclf-abasement»  resulting  from 
a'dioooveryof  thetr  depravity  and  guilt«  in  the  eyes  of  an 
bMy  and  an  heart^earcbing  God  :  while  aareservedly  coo- 
demning  themselves  for  even  those  parts  of  tlieir  conduct^ 
\vhich  liave  attracted  the  atiplaase^  perhaps  tbe  admiration 
of  tbe  worlds  tbey  may  be  earnestly  supplicating  at  the 
throoe  of  grade  an  interest  in  that  rich  and  sovereign  mercy, 
ftrom  the  very  intimation  of  which  they  would  once  have 
tnrned  away  with  abhorrence  and  disdain. 
■  It  must  be  obvious,  that  witerever  such  a  change,  as  is 
here  supposed,  has  taken  {dace,  the  persons  on  whom  it  has 
been  wjpought,  whatever  may  be  their  appearan*ce  in  the  eyes 
#f  men,  are  in  the  sight  of  God  *<  new  creatures.''  It  mast 
also  be  equally  obvious,  that,  anaccompanied  with  such  an 
inward  change,  no  outward  reformation  can  before  JBSm  be 
deemed  repentance.  But  to  convey  to  you  clearer  concep- 
tions on  this  important  subject,  I  shall  briefly  delineate  the 
progress  of  repentance.  For  let  it  be  remembered,  that  the 
nature  of  repentance  continues,  in  all  instances,  the  same. 
'  Tbe  circumstances  may  be  infinitely  diversified.  But  nn- 
der  every  modification,  the  recovery  of  the  heaK  from  its 
slate  of  original  alienation,  is  conducted  by  the  same  pro- 
cess, and  in  all  the  leading  particulars  advances  by  the  same 
steps  to  that  pointy  which  calls  fortii  the  joy  and  congratu- 
lation of  the  heavenly  host. 

In  this  progress,  the  first  step  is  **  Inward  Illumination^ 
The  eyes  of  the  understanding  are  enlightened.''  Through 
tbe  powerful  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghost  the  natural  film, 
which  obscured  the  spiritual  sight,  is  removed.  Tbe  man, 
who  is  the  subject  of  the  change  described,  begins  to  con- 
template new  objects,  which  bo  never  befiire  discovered,  or 
leai'ns  to  contemplate  okl  (dejects  in  a  new  light.  The  im- 
portance of  unseeu  and  eternol  things,  the  value  of  the  soul, 
the  majesty  and  holiness  of  God,  are  ti*uths,  which  now  as- 
snme  a  reality  and  a  form  liitherto  unnoticed.  Tbey  press 
upon  the  OMnd  with  a  solemnity  and  an   interest  unfelt  be- 
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(bre.  The  mm  awakes  lite  ma  oot  af  akap.  Raaaed 
from  the  fintat  lethargy  of  sin  and  uneancem,  in  tbe  om- 
phatic  laa^age  of  Scri|iture,  be  <*  comas  lo  IwaaeiC.*'  TIm 
KgU  admitted  into  tlie  sinner's  lieart  may  at  first  iadeed  te 
glimmerings  and  his  pereeptioa  iodistiact.  Li^  the  bliad 
person  miraculoasly  restored  to  sigiit,  he  nay  ^  Am  man  aa 
trees  vslking."  He  may  form  very  coofaaed  and  mtatekan 
Motions  of  tbe  objects  presented  to  his  view.  He  pay  eater- 
tain  many  danbts  and  mistalies  respecting  tbem.  Bat  alUl 
tbe  work  is  commenced.  The  leaven  is  inserted  into  tha 
meal ;  and  tbe  whole  mass  will  in  dae  time  be  leavened. 

A  second  step  in  the  progress  described  is  <^  Conviction 
of  Sin«"  Our  Lord,  when  speaking  of  tbe  gift  of  the  Spir- 
it,  declared,  that  the  immediate  eflRdct  of  His  coming  wonU 
be  to  <'  convince  the  world  of  sin."  Sach  accordingly  was 
the  immediate  eflbct  produced,  when  on  the  day  of  Pentecost 
three  thousand  persons,  at  the  preaching  of  St.  Peters  **  were 
pricked  in  their  hearts."  Such  then  is  the  eflbrt,  which 
aniformly  takes  place  in  the  newly  enlightened  mind.  A 
discovery  of  sin  is  indeed  a  natural  consequence  of  aa  acoea* 
sion  of  light  The  eyes  being  opened  to  dtsoera  spiritaal 
objects,  and  to  estimate  moral  actions,  by  a  standard  of 
which  formerly  no  conceptions  were  formed,  many  parts  of 
the  coadact  are  discerned  to  be  sinful,  which  previonsly  bad 
no  such  appearance.  Much  evil  is  found  to  lie  hid^  where 
none  was  expected  to  exist  The  ray  of  iieavealy  light, 
poured  into  the  dark  recesses  of  the  lieart,  discloses  a  loat« 
iflg  cloud  of  corruption  and  impurity,  which  baibre  was  nn- 
perceived.  This  discovery  leads  to  a  conviction  of  guilt  and 
dani^r.  The  soul  awakened  to  a  sense  of  its  sin,  becomes 
alarmed  for  its  safety.  In  different  persons  indeed  tbia 
conviction  may  be  attended  with  different  circumstances,  and 
may  shew  itself  in  different  ways.  In  some  it  may  be  ac- 
companied with  more  lively  impressions  than  iu  others.  Bat 
in  all  it  is  followed  by  a  real,  and  an  abiding  seriousness 
of  mind.  The  man  becomes  at  least  more  thoughtful  than 
he  was.  He  can  no  longer  regard  his  eternal  interests  with 
indifference.  He  begins  to  examine  the  grounds  of  his 
former  hope.  He  finds  them  one  by  one,  insuflteient  to  sup« 
port  the  fabric  raised  on  them.  He  is  forced,  however  re- 
luctantly, to  abandon  them  all.  He  has  recourse  to  new 
and  self-devisad  expedients  for  pacifying  the  voice  of  coi^ 
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•dence*  Bot  hiB  eotovictions  iBcrea8e»  and  expose  the  vanL' 
ij  of  his  attempts:  He  fonna  many  good  resolutipns  for  the 
lime  to  comei  but  in  tlie  hour  of  temptatbn  his  resolutions 
UB9  and  leave  him  only  deeper  plunged  in  guilt  He  ear; 
nest! J  labors  to  establish  bis  own  righteousness :  bat  the 
nore  earnestly  he  labors,  the  less  righteous  he  discovers  him- 
self to  be.  By  a  more  diligent  attendance  on  religious  du- 
tiesy  he  tries  to  heal  the  wounded  spirit ;  but  he  tries  in 
vain.  A  sense  of  sin  still  gains  upon  him  :  tilU  baffled  at  evji 
eiy  pointy  dispirited  with  repeated  disappointments^  and  un- 
certain what  course  to  take,  he  exclaims,  if  not  with  the 
lips,  yet  in  the  heart,  '<  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  ?'' 

The  third  step  by  which  the  sinner  advances  in  his  return 
to  God  is  ^^  a  Discovery  of  the  excellence  of  Christ,  and  of 
the  suitableness  of  that  method  of  salvation  revealed  in  the 
€k)spel»'*    Formerly  the  wisdom  of  the  cross  was  fooUshneaa 
to  his  Cfumal  mind.    The  very  proposition  of  being  saved 
^  by  grace  through  faith,^  was  received  with  indifferenccv 
or  excited  His  disgust.     But  a  sight  of  his  sin  and  danger 
has  brought  down  every  high  thought.    He  now  perceive^ 
that  if  he  is  saved  at  alU  he  must  be  saved  by  sovereiga 
^race.     Perplexed  and  distressed,  he  is  looking  around  f<ur 
Iielp.     That  help  the  Qospel  proposes  to  administer.     Is  he 
•Inking  under  a  burden  of  unpardoned  sin  ?  The  Gospel  of- 
Ibrs  to  him  forgiveness  of  sins.     Does  he  feel  himself  far  otT 
from  God  7  The  Gospel  discloses  a  way  in  which  he  may 
be  bronght  nigh.     Is  he  distracted  with  a  sense  of  innate 
conruption  ?  The  Gospel  undertakes  to  provide  an  effectu* 
aA  care.     In  what  light  then  does  he  now  rc^rd  the  Gos« 
pel  ^  He  regards  it  as  a  remedy  exactly  fitted  to  his  wantq* 
The  invitations,  the  promises  contained  in  it,  are  the  very 
invitations,  the  very  promises  of  which  he  stands  in  need. 
l/rere  they  less  free,  less  rich,  less  unconditional,  they  ^ould 
tiot  suit  M$  case.     What  are  the  views>  which  he  now  en- 
tertains of  Christ  ?  Views,  far  different  from  those,  which 
he  has  hitherto  entertained^     In  former  times,  perhaps,  hp 
has  not  beeii  altogether  ignorant  of  Christ.     He  has  called 
himself  a  Chri^ian :  has  professed  Gaith  in  the  Saviour's 
name^  obedience  to  his  precepts,  and  even,  it  may  be,  zeal 
in  his  service;     But,  Compared  with  his  present  sentiments, 
he  now  perceives  that  his  past  knowledge  of  Christ  was  bar- 
re  n    and  utifeetih^.     In  this  light  cail  he  ado^t  the  strihini^ 
Vol..  II.  M 
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dedaratioa  of  Job,  <<  I  have  Iieard  of  tbee  wttb  tlie  hearinf 
of  the  ear,  hut  now  nifie  eye  seetb  Thee/^*  fle  new  sssi 
Christ  in  a  way,  in  which  he  never  saw  him  before,  to  be 
the  **  one  Thing  needAd ;  the  Pearl  of  great  Price  f^  Ibe 
only  Propitiation  for  mn ;  the  only  Physidan,  wUch  catt 
heal  the  wounded  ephit ;  ^  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the 
Life.'^  Witti  m  eagemess,  to  whkh  he  was  once  a  atran* 
gert  he  listens  to  a  iwital  of  the  Saviour's  i>ower,  condeseen* 
•ion,  grace,  sufficiency :  till,  trembling  with  idlemate  {bar 
«id  hope,  he  ardently  exclaina,  *  0  that  I  might  win  Christ 
and  be  (bund  in  Him  !* 

Advert  to  the  concluding  step  in  the  progre«  under  ns* 
view.  To  this  discovery  of  the  excellence  of  Christ,  and  of 
the  suitableness  of  that  method  of  salvation  revealed  in  tbe 
Gospel,  sBCoeeds  **  an  earnest  Application  for  a  personal  ki* 
lerest  in  tbe  promised  blessings.^  What  is  the  sinner's 
bnguage  in  this  iast  stage  of  his  repentance  7  *  Dom  Jesur 
receive  and  pardon  aH  who  come  unto  hfan  7  PoMventure 
be  will  receive  and  pardon  m$.  I  will  arise  add  go  to  him. 
I  will  acknowledge  ray  sins  ;  implore  his  foigiveness ;  anul 
cast  myself  upon  his  sovereign  mercy.'  Many  obsMMuAes 
concur  to  divert  the  sinner  from  bis  purpose.  The  woitl 
vAih  its  formidable  artillery  assaults  and  hanCseis  him.  A 
sense  of  guilt  and  a  dread  of  rejection  at  times  weigh  4own 
his  souL  Tb^powers  of  darkness  unite  to  oppose  his  pro- 
gress. But^ione  of  these  things  can  prevaU  against  4iiffl. 
Tb€y  only  drive  him  more  closely  to  the  BiUe  and  to  pray- 
er.  Behold  him  retired  within  his  secret  chamber,  like 
Epbraim  ^<  bemoaning  himsctf,  ashamed,  yea,  even  con- 
founded, because  he  bears  tbe  reproach  of  bto  yoath,^t  ^^^ 
bended  knees  and  downcast  eyes  bewailing  bis  transgressions, 
confessing  their  guilt  with  every  aggi'avated  circumstance, 
find  pleading  nothing  in  bis  behalf,  but  tbe  Uood  of  Jesua 
and  the  promises  of  the  Gospel.  Behold  him  thus  engag- 
ed, nnd  see,  my  brethren,  ^*  the  sinner  that  repenteth.^  file- 
hold  a  sight  the  most  blessed  and  glorious  which  this  world 
can  shew  :  a  sight,  which  however  overiooked  or  despised 
by  men»  fills  heaven  with  shouts  of  joy  and  songs  of  praise* 

II.  I  proceed  to  set  before  you  the  grounds  of  that  joy, 
\^hich  the  angek  feel  over  a  person  of  this  description. 

^  Job»  xlil  5.        t  Jereauah,  xxziL  IS,  19. 
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IfheB  tfiofNi  bftamd  spirits  ftrst  saw  the  incaroate  9av(oar, 
they  sang  '^  Glory  to  God  in  ^he  liigliesty  and  on  earth 
peace,  good  will  towards  paan/'  A  prospect  of  tlie  mercy 
ToQcbsafbd  to  man,  aod  of  the  consequent  accession  to 
the  glory  of  God,  edited  in  their  bosoms  the  most  raptur- 
qfia  joy.  The  same  motives,  loye  to  man^  and  zeal  for  the 
divine  f^ory,  stUi  le^d  them  to  ^^  rejoice  over  one  sinner  that 
repenteth.'^ 

ii  Penitent  Siqner  is  a  soul  saved.  Faint,  at  present^ 
md  very  defective. are  ovr  conceptions  of  the  madness  and 
npusery  of  a  state  of  siOf  3oms  scanty  glimpses  indeed  of 
those  things  we  mv  catch ;  wheoever  the  spirit  of  God 
hrings  home  the  truths,  of  Scfipturo  to  our  heart  Yet  stiU 
III  this  respeot,  ^  in  every  other,  we  now  see  only  through 
a  glass  darkly^  But  the  angels  perceive  distinctly  the  evil 
fd  sin.  They  know  the  blessedness  of  being  like  God,  of 
dwelliQg  in  his  presence,  of  doing  his  will.  They  have 
aaen  the  dreadful  couse<)uences  of  sin  displayed  in  their 
brethren,  who  kept  not  their  first  estate.  They  know  the 
iafinite  perfections  of  that  God,  against  whom  sin  is  com- 
uittedr  They  comprehend  those  eternal  torments,  which 
lave  prepi|Ped  for  bis  obstinate  and  incorrigible  enemies. 
What  then  is  the  spectacle,  which  "  a  sinner  that  repenteth" 
eiJ^ibit^  tQ  their  eyes  i  They  behold  an  immortal  soul  de- 
livered from  the  most  deplorable  wretchedness,  and  transr 
lated  into  a  state  inconceivably  glorious  and  happy.  They 
contemplate  a  creature  of  God  undergoing  tho  most  blessed 
fod  important  change.  They  see  one,  whom  sin  had  en- 
elavedf  deface^,  rnined  $  breaking  its  potent  chains,  recov- 
ering the  Inst  image  of  his  Maker,  emerging  from  darkness 
9i4  death  into  light  and  life.  Can  they  view  this  inter- 
fiting  sight  without  emotion  ?  Can  they  view  a  soul  thus 
ijaved,  and  not  be  filled  with  joy  ?  A|en  indeed  too  often 
irepine  at  each  other's  happiness :  for  envy  is  deeply  rooted 
ia  their  evil  hearts.  Aut  angels  are  incapable  of  expe- 
fiencing  this  haoefMl  passion,  Theip  pure  and  benevolent  na- 
tures cannot  hnt  feel  delight  at  the  ea^tension  of  happiness^ 
)s  one  sinner  penitent  7  He  is  a  hrand  plucked  out  of  the 
^itt.  ^e  is  a  Being  rescued  from  the  jaws  of  everlasting 
dmtth.  He  is  another  soul  added  to  the  number  of  those^ 
who  shall  be  blessed  for  evermore.  Hence  there  is  joy  on 
his  acconnt  in  the  j^resence  of  the  angels  of  Go4» 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


436 

But  the  repentance  of  a  sinnqr  is  not  only  an  increase  of 
human  felicity,  it  is  an  accession  also  to  the  Divine  Glory. 
Every  Penitent  Sinner  is  not  only  t^  soul  saved  :  but  a  soul 
saved  through  the  love  of  the  Father,  the  merits  of  the  Sod, 
and  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  Every  Penitent  Sinner 
is  a  fi*esh  instance  of  the  riches  of  Divine  Grace,  of  tfie 
efficacy  of  Christ's  btood  and  intercession,  of  the  convert- 
ing power  of  the  Spirit  The  Divine  Perfections  no  wher» 
appear  so  glorious  as  in  the  salvation  of  man.  There  the 
iinion  of  infinite  mercy,  justice,  hoUness  find  tmth,  Mlaatri- 
oiisly  a^ipears.  It  was  Almighty  wisdom  only,  that  gooM 
have  devised  a  plan,  in  which  God  can  be  Just  and  yet  the 
Justifier  of  the  sinner.  Every  sinner  then,  that  repentetfa^ 
shews  forth  afresh  the  wisdom  of  this  plan,  and  reflects  new 
lustre  on  the  Glory  of  the  God-head.  Hence  angels  rejoice 
over  him*  They  rejoice  over  him  as  calling  forth  their  re- 
lyewed  admiration  of  the  Divine  Perfections.  They  rejoice 
over  him  a3  another  subject  added  to  the  Redeemer's  king- 
dom }  another  jewel  inserted  in  his  crown :  another  soal» 
who,  rescued  by  bis  power  and  washed  in  his  blood,  shall 
sing  his  praises  and  share  his  glory  for  evermore. 

What  are  the  reflections,  which  this  subject  suggests  ?  If 
repentance  be  so  important  and  glorious  a  work  :  with  what 
importunity  should  we  seek  of  God  this  gift  for  oursdves, 
with  what  earnestness  should  we  desire  and  labor  to  hritilfg 
others  fo  repentance  !  If  angels  i*ejolce  over  the  Penitent 
Sii^ner,  what  joy  should  be  felt  by  m  over  every  sinner  that 
i«pentetl> !  But  is  such,  in  this  respect,  the  condact,  are  soch 
the  feelings  of  men  ?  Par  from  seeking  repentance  with  an. 
anxiety  suited  to  its  imj^ortance,  they  oftendesptse  and  rid- 
icule tlie  ver^  idea  of  a  total  and  abiding  chiEuige  within, 
^ar  from  earnestly  laboring  to  bring  a  feilow-shnier  to 
repentance,  tlie;^  often  exert  their  ingen'dity  and  influence 
for  the  express  purpose  of  hardening  him  in  iniquity.  Far 
from  rejoicing  over  a  sinner  that  repenteth,  they  'frequent- 
ly  load  him  with  reproaches,  and  brand  him  as  the  object 
nf  contempt  and  scorn  :  or,  like  the  Pharisees  of  old,  quar- 
rel with  the  riches  of  Divine'  Grace,  and  declaim  agidnst 
the  Gospel  for  offering  mercy  to  one,  whom,  compared  with 
tliemselves,  they  deem  undeserving  any  fav6r.  But  if  this 
iTprescntation  be  just  (and  *we  neted  only  appeal  to  experi- 
tmce  for  the  confirmation  of  it,)  what  a  striking  proof  <  i!^ 
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Hkob  aflMM  of  the  corrnptioii  of  tlie  human  Wrt,  and  of 
its  natttral  enmity  to  God  and  holiness !  How  unlike  are 
men  to  angels !  How  faUen  and  depraved !  Bow  destitute 
of  those  heavenly  dispositions,  which  characterise  the 
blessed  spirits  abore,  and  lead  them  to  rejoice  in  every 
thing,  which  increases  human  happiness  and  the  Divine 
Glory!  But  be  it  remembered,  my  brethren,  that  without 
possef^ing  similar  dispositions  you  can  never  be  made 
meet  for  partalLing  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in 
Kght,  for  enjoying  heaven  and  the  society  of  angab*  So 
long  as  you  retain  your  carnal  hearts,  the  mansions  of  un- 
fading bliss  themselves  would  to  you  become  the  regions  of 
disgust  and  misery.  Seek  then  of  God  thiU  new  heart, 
which  he  has  promised  to  give  to  them  that  ask  for  it  Pray 
that  you  may  repent :  that,  considering  yoar  ways  and  con- 
vinced of  yoar  sins,  you  may  return  through  the  blood  of 
Jesus,  and  the  supply  of  his  Spirit,  to  your  heavenly  Fa-» 
ther.  Never  will  you  learn  cordially  to  rejoice  **  over  a  sin- 
ger that  repenteth,''  till  by  yoar  own  repentance  you  have 
yottrs^ves  occasioned  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of 
God. 

If  it  be  possible  that  you  can  require  additional  motives 
to  repentance,  the  text,  as  it  has  been  unfolded,  will  amply 
furnish  them.  Contemplate  the  stupendous  scene,  which  ha» 
been  opened  to  your  view.  Behold  the  cloud  of  witnes- 
ses, with  which  you  are  encompassed.  Behold  the  unnum- 
bered millions  of  immortal  spirits  waiting  in  joyful  expecta* 
tioD  your  return  to  duty,  to  Grod,  to  happiness.  Shall  they 
wait  in  vain  i  Shall  they  be  prepared  to  raise  their  angelic 
Yoioes,  and  to  strike  their  golden  harps  in  celebratioo  of  your 
deliverance,  firom  the  wretched  captivity  of  sin :  and  win 
you  madly  deave  to  i^  ;  prefinr  its  dreadful  bondage,  and  in 
obistinate  impenitence  rQ3h  upon  destruction  ?  Shall  Satan 
and  his  l^ons  feel  on  your  account  a  malignant  pleasure, 
and  insultingly  triumph  in  your  ruin  ;  while  angels  might 
be  rejoicing  over  you  ?  Shall  that  soul  which  might  be 
fttmisfaing  fresh  matter  for  praise  and  joy  throughout  the 
realms  of  light,  eontinue  immersed  in  fleshly  lusts,  in  sensual 
gratiftcations,  in  worldly  pleasures  and  pursuits,  regardless 
of  the  high  and  glorious  privileges,  to  which  it  is  invited  ? 
God  forbid,  my  brethren,  that  any  of  you  should  be  so  sunk, 
po  lost !  May  that   blessed  Spirit,  who  cmly  can  **  work  i« 
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0e|iefitnc»  tuOo  life !  By  tkeeflectiial  opfratiops  oCUs  gno^ 
B1117  be  ealifhtea  year  di^rluieps,  brettk  the  fisUtt^  wUh 
wliicliy#p  «re  bouod,  and  cQArtnuayon  btncofortb  ^  no 
longer  tf  Kve  unto  yoimelv^  bii|  ontp  Qun,  wIm  died  for 
yon  Md  rose  ageUir 

Batl«e4yf  wd  cbifflyt  let  me  apply  tbe  a^bjeot  for  conec^ 
ktien  to  tboae  who  stand  moetin  need  of  consoUtkm*  Iq 
tbere  preBeirt  one  si wf^r  tbat  repenleth  I  Hft  i#  a  pre-emi- 
nent  dHE*^  ^  deeply  interested  in  the  whole  tenor  of  tbi^ 
.diacoMTse.  Perhaps  yoK  have  bepn  awakened  from  a  care- 
lessf  andy  as  you  now  perceive}  a  sinful  coarse.  Ton  art 
idamed  for  your  so«l<  Ton  are  i^tly  cast  down  at  the 
nnmber  and  the  magpitade  of  year  sins*  Bat  you  hav# 
heard  ef  Jeans»  and  qf  Salvation  through  Bis  name ;  a«4 
yon  are  earnestly  desirous  of  flesing  to  Him  for  refiige»  and 
of  being  saved  by  His  power  and  grsce.  This  is  your  only 
Im^.  But  many  doubts  and  fears  conspire  to  disoonnigia 
you.  You  are  seeking  Christ  in  every  appointed  way^  iip 
prayer^  in  his  wordf  and  in  his  ordinances.  But  youaps 
apprehensive  that  be  will  not  receive  you.  After  all  your 
(mdeavorsy  yon  experience  no  sensible  comfort  in  your  aouL 
The  adversary  accuses ;  your  own  conscience  condeoMs  { 
4he  world,  far  from  pitying  your  state,  so  far  as  it  knows 
yonr  sufibrings,  derides  them.  Tou  are  rea^  to  sink  under 
the  burden.  But  be  ef  good  cheer.  Tour  prayerSft  y our 
aigiis,  your  tears*  are  not  unnoticed.  Jesus  sees  them  ^U ; 
and,  while  you  are  disponed  to  oondude  yourself  forgstte^i 
is  calling  on  tlie  ten  thousand  times  t^  theusand  afqpiss 
which  surround  his  tbronef  to  '^  rejoice  with  hims  for  he  bai| 
found  his  sheep  which  was  lost'^  Yes :  in  thosp  very  mo* 
aentsy  when  you  are  tempted  to  dsiytiir  of  aaercyy  heaven 
rings  with  peals  of  ^y  and  gratitude  on  your  account  An- 
geb  rejoice  over  you.  The  Messed  Jesus  himself  nyopicea 
over  you.  He  sees  in  you  the  ^^  travail  of  his  soul  aod  ifi 
satisfied  */'  and  though  for  a  season  he  may  hide  Us  coun* 
tenance  from  you ;  yet  in  doe  time  the  Day-Ster  shall  Mse 
in  your  heart;  and  you  shall  walk  in  the  light  of  HiiQ» 
whom  your  soul  lovetb.  Then  shall  your  soripow  be  turned 
into  joy.  Then  shall  you  rejoice  '^  with  joj  mapeakable 
and  full  of  (^ory.— He  that  goeth  tofih  and  woepetihii  bear- 
ing precioos  seodip  sbdl  doubtless  ceme  again  witti  rejoiiuiigi 
bringing  his  sheaves  with  him/' 
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SBBMOK  XLHH. 

Consolatton  to  the  Afitcted. 

ISAIAH,  L    10* 

IFho  is  among  you  thatfeareih  the  Lord,  and  obeyeth  the  veice 
of  his  servants  that  icalketh  in  darkness,  and  hath  no  light  9 
Let  him  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  stay  upon  his 
God. 

WHILE  tlie  Holy  Scripturei  denoaqce  voo- 
gosaiee  na  trerj  obstiDafe  and  impettUent  sinnoTf  they  a* 
bottiid  wflli  the  richeil  cousolattoiM  to  persons  of  an  oppo- 
site character.  It  appears  indeed  to  he  one  constant  and 
leading  object  of  the  sacred  writers  not  to  *<  nud^e  the  heart 
of  the  righteoos  sad»"  hut  to  Iceep  iftre  in  them  a  cheering 
rDCoOection  of  the  important  tmthi  that  ^  the  Lord  Imow- 
eth  how  todefiver  the  godly  out  of  temptations,^  as  weH  as 
to  ^  reserre  the  nnjost  to  the  day  of  jadginent  to  be  pnntsh- 
ed.**  Hence  it  generally  occnrs,  that  in  lliose  passages, 
where  divine  wrath  is  prodaiaied  against  incorrigible  trans, 
gressofs,  some  gracioos  promise,  some  encouraging  exhcnta* 
tion  is  tntrodoced  for  the  comfbrt  and  mipport  of  the  tme 
senrants  of  God. 

The  text  aflbrds  an  illustration  of  this  remark.  In  the 
preceding  verses  Isaiah  had  been  fereteltfng  the  awful  jodg* 
ments  which  God  would  assuredly  infltet  upon  tb«  Jews  for 
their  rejection,  Irst  of  his  prophets,  and  afterwards  of  his 
Son.  **IiO,  they  all  shall  wax  oM  as  a  garment ;  the  moth 
ihall  eat  them  np.^  Bat  was  the  whole  nation  to  be  indiscrim* 
inately  invoh'ed  in  dcatroction  ?  No.  There  was  a  remnant, 
there  always  would  be  a  remnant,  distinguished  by  their  piety 
and  sed :  and  to  such  persons  the  predicted  vengeance  did 
not  attach.  Though  for  a  season  they  miglit  appear  to  be 
involved  in*the  general  ruin,  yet  let  tbem  not  be  cast  down^ 
neither  let  them  be  afraid.  The  Lord  '<  with  tlie  tempta* 
tion  would  make  a  way  of  escqie,  that  they  might  be  aUe 
n>  bear  it.^    Let  this  assurance  cpmfort  their  heartsi  and 
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sastain  their  droi^ng  spirits.  Such  is  the  parpMi  of  the 
•onsolatory  address  in  the  text :  **  Who  is  aitong  yon  that 
feareth  the  Lord^  and  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  senraot,  that 
walketh  in  darkness^  an4  hath  no  light  7  Let  him  trust  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  stay  upon  his  God.^ 

But  this  consolatory  address  is  not  to  be  confined  to  the 
Jewst  or  to  the  times  of  Isaiah  or  of  Christ.  It  is  equally- 
applicable  to  all  nations  and  ages.  The  ConsoliUion  to  be 
derived  from  it  beloi^  to  every  person*  whose  case  aococds 
M^ith  that  described  in  the  text  Every  person  anoug  U8» 
wlio  *<  feareth  the  Lord  and  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  servant,'^ 
may  with  confidence  be  exhorted  under  every  affliction  to 
**  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord*  and  to  stay  upon  his  GRhL'* 
In  making  this  extended  use  <tf  the  paasage,  I  sbaU  proceed, 

I.  To  give  a  general  statement  of  the  .case  described»  wtA 
of  the  Consolation  provided  for  it 

IL  To  lead  those,  who  are  concerned,  to  makea  partic- 
ular application  of  the  subject  to  tbemaolvea. 

I.  The  case  described  is  one  which  posseusea  the  strapg^ 
est  claim  to  commiseration  and  relief  It  is  the  ease  of  pie* 
ij  under  affliction,  and  that  affliction  not  of  an  ordinary 
kind  and  measure,  hut  peculiar  both  in  its  uaAuie  mA  de- 
gree.— <<  Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lordy  and 
obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  servant?''  These  words  deaigMta 
tlie  piety  of  the  persou,  whose  caae  is  described,  tts  ^'Snut* 
eth  the  Lord.''  He  lives  undefr  a  conviction  deeply  impwes 
ed,  and  permanently  operatiug  on  his  soulrof  the  {ireaeqice^ 
the  majesty,  and  the  holiness  of  the  Almighty.  He  ^  ehsy* 
eth  the  voice  of  his  servant."  Under  whatever  dispSM^- 
tion  of  tlie  covenant  of  grace  the  pious  man  may  have  his 
lot  assigned  j  whether  God  speaks  unto  him  by  Mosea  andl 
tJie  prophets,  or  by  Christ  and  bis  apostles  |  he  listeaa  with 
reverence,  and  strives  to  render  **  the  obedieiice  yf  faith." 
it  is  his  desire  to  be  holy  as  God  is  boly#  and  to  '^  walk  is 
all  the  commandments  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blame* 
less."  Such  is  genuine  piety.  But  is  even  such  piety  ex- 
empt from  suBcring  on  earth  ?  The  text  imptiea,  experience 
proves,  tiie  contrary.  Though  **  Godliness  has  promise 
of  the  life  that  now  is,"  as  well  as  *^  of  that  which  is  to 
come,"  yet  facts  demonstrate^  that  this  pmmise  includes  not 
an  exemption  from  present  anxiety  and  trouble*  ,Tlie  case 
under  review  represents,  as  has  been  already  stated,  exem- 
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^ary  fk^  vntted  with   singular  afflicfton.    'The  pcrsdn 
^addressed  is  described,  while  fearing  the  Lord,  and  obeying 
the  Toice  of  his  servant,  as  at  the  same  time  ^<  walking  in 
darkness,  and   seeing  no  light.*'     These  expressions   are 
cleariy  flgatatlve ;  but  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  ascer- 
tainhig  theti*  appropriate  meaning.     They  evidently  denote 
a  state  of  perplexity  and   distress,  in  which  no  prospect  of 
ddiverance  presents  itself.     And  it  is  this  latter  circum- 
stance which  constitutes  the  peculiarity  of  the  case.  Where 
a  probability  exists,  that  at  the  arrival  of  some  limited  peri- 
od, and  by  the  application  of  some  specific  means,  though 
that  period  be  even  distant,  and  those  means  in  the  applica- 
tion he  painful,  the  termination  of  a  heavy  calamity  will  be 
accomplished :  soofa  a  probability   greatly   diminishes  the 
pressure  of  the  burden,  and  cheers  the  spirit  of  the  sufferer. 
But  to  be  heavy  laden,  and  at  the  same  time  to  discover  no 
probaUe  time  or  mode  in  which  relief  will  be  administered ; 
to  be  so  ^tangled  and  hemmed  in  on  every  side,  as  that  no 
avenue  of  escape  appears  ;  to  be  so  overwhelmed  with  gloom 
and  darkness,  as  that  not  one  ray  of  light  illumes  the  dreary 
path ;  onrely  this  is  a  state  which   must  be  accounted  sin- 
gulariy  afflicting,  and  which  stands  most  eminently  in  need 
of  Ckmsofartion.  Such  however  is  the  state  of  the  person  rep- 
resented in  the  text.     Nor  let  the  representation  be  deem- 
•d  exaggerated.     Let  us  not  suppose,  that  such  an  union  of 
distinguished  piety  with  peculiar  suffering  is  a  case  which 
dnly  rarely  occurs.     Many  in  all  ages  have  been  the  Lord's 
people,  who,  notwithstanding  their  faithful  and  conscientious 
adherence  to  bis  service,  have   at  times  been  constrained 
to  **  walk  in  darkness,  and  to  see  no  light"     Are  instances 
required  ?  Look  at  Job,  that   illustriously  pious  character, 
to  whom  the  Lord  himself  bore  testimony,  that  <<  there  was 
none  lik6  him  in  all  the  earth,  a  perfect  and  an  upright  man, 
one  who  feared  God,  and  eschewed  evil.'*     See  how  strik- 
ingly his  case  corresponded  with  that  described.     What  is 
the  language  in  which  he  himself  depicts  it  ?  **  Know  now 
that  God  hath  overthrown  me,  and  hath  compassed  me  with 
his  net     Bohold,  I  cry  out  of  wrong,  but  1  am  not  beard. 
I  cry  aloud,  but  there  is  no  judgment.     He  tiath  fenced  up 
my  way,  that  I  cannot  pass ;  and  he  hath  set  darkness  in 
\nu  ri.  56 
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tAf  ftiihsJ*^  Look  at  DftvM,!  flie  man  after  Ood^a  owft 
beart.  Doff  he  not  compUin  of  k\s  4uk  and  deaerted  atato  2 
«<  How  long  wilt  thoQ  forget  me,  O  Lord^  far  ever  ?  How 
long  wilt  thon  hide  thy  tmct  from  dm  ?  How  longahali  I 
take  coansel  in  my  wmh  having  sorrow  in  my  heart  dkuly  2 
Consider  and  bear  me,  O  Lord  my  God ;  lighten  my  eyesy 
lest  I  sleep  the  sleep  of  death/'f  Lookattheinqiiredbataflict- 
ed  Hcman.  Did  not  he  walk  in  darkness,  and  see  no  light 
<<  My  sool  is  Adl  of  tronble,  and  my  life  draweth  nigh  mto  the 
grave.  Thou  hast  laid  me  in  the  lowest  pit,  in  darkneas,  in 
the  deepsw  I  am  shot  up,  and  I  cannot  come  forth.  Lord, 
^by  castest  thon  off  my  sonl  ?  Why  hidest  thon  thy  hct  from 
me  ?"^  Look  at  that  pioaa  monmer^  who  in  these  plaintive 
strains  bewails  Ms  disconaolate  condition.  ^  I  am  the  man 
that  hath  seen  affliction  by  tbe  rod  of  his  wrath.  He  hatk 
led  ine^  and  brought  me  into  darkness,  and  not  into  light  He 
hath  builded  against  me^  and  compassed  me  with  gall  and 
travel.  He  hath  set  me  in  dark  places,  as  they  thi^  be  dead 
of  old.  He  hfldh  hedged  nm  about  that  I  cannot  get  forth : 
he  hath  made  my  chain  heavy.  Also,  when  I  cry  and  shon^ 
be  shutteth  out  my  prayer.  He  hath  inclosed  my  ways 
with  he>vn  stone,  and  hath  made  my  paths  crooked^"^  Look 
at  Christ  himself.  «<  Was  any  sorrow  Hke  nnta  bis  sor- 
row 7^'  In  the  garden  of  Oethsemane  his  sonl  was  exceed- 
ing sorrowM^  even  unto  death.  And  what  a  total  suspen- 
sion of  light  and  comfort  be  endured  at  Calvary,  that  piero 
ing  exclamation  on  Uie  cross  incontestably  evineesf  <'  My 
God,  my  God<f  why  hast  thon  forsaken  me  ?*'  Contemplate 
these  examples.  While  tbey  confirm  tbe  reality*  they  Ulus- 
Irate  the  nature  of  tbe  case  described. 

Bui  sad  and  afflicting  as  this  case  is,  shall  we  deem  it 
utterly  hopeless  ?  Shall  tbe  person  thus  heavily  aflUded  be 
left  (o  sink  hito  desiNindency  ?  God  forbid  I  Tbe  text  unfolds 
a  remedy.  It  reminds  the  sufferer,  that  there  is  an  adequate 
Consolation  provided^  It  directs  biui  where  this  Cons^dation 
may  be  found.  **  Let  him  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
and  stay  upon  his  God.''  Though  he  is  walking  in  dark- 
ness, yet  let  biro  walk  in  faith.  Though  he  see  no  light, 
yet  Ice  liim  «<  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.''  The  Mime  of 
the  Lord  denotes  that  glorious  and  condescending  disfday 
or  his  infinite  perfections,  by  which  he  has  manifested  him- 

^  Job.  XIX  6,  7,  8.  f  Ptalin,  xiH.  1.  3.  t  Pwdm,  Ixxxviii.  $  Lam.  iiL  1. 9. 
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self  to  »«  f  n  tils  vord,  u  '<  God  in  Christ  raeoaciling  ihp 
worid  unto  himsdf^  not  knpoting  their  trespasses  unto 
tiieai  I**  the  Name  which  the  Almighty  vindicates  to  him- 
seir»  ^*  A  Just  God,  and  a  Saviour.*  This  is  his  Name  for 
ever,  and  this  is  his  memorial  unto  all  generations.'^  In 
this  Name  let  the  pious  mourner  trust  Let  him  confkle  in 
the  perfections  of  Jehovah ;  tho9e  essential  and  moral  at- 
tributes of  the  God-head,  which  in  the  covenant  of  grace  are 
irrevocably  pledged,  and  harmoniously  exercised,  for  the 
neourtty  and  the  happiness  of  every  penitent  believer.  **  Let 
him  stay  upon  his  God.''  This  expression  intimates  the 
•tabUity  and  the  perseverance  with  which  this  trust  should 
be  accompanied.  Is  he  heavy  laden  ?  Let  him  cast  his 
burden  on  the  Lord.  Is  he  ready  to  sink  ?  Let  him  rely 
on  ^the  Everlasting  Arms.*^  Is  he  tempted  to'  consider 
his  situation  desperate  ?  Lf  t  him  pattentiy  wait  God's  tioM 
and  mode  of  deliverance.  Such  are  the  directions  given. 
Gould  any  directions  have  been  given  more  admirably 
adapted  to  the  case  ?  The  conduct  prescribed  is  exactly 
calculated  to  animate  and  sustain  the  fainting  soul.  Hov 
was  Job  supported  in  the  darkest  night  <tf  affliction  ?  By 
his  rooted  confidence  in  the  perfections  of  the  Almighty* 
^  Though  he  slay  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in  him."!  How  was 
David  supported  under  bis  complicated  trials  ?  By  a  simi« 
lar  confidence.  He  has  left  upon  record  an  acknowledge 
ment  of  the  Qonsolation  which  he  bad  himself  derived  from 
trusting  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  '<  I  had  fainted,  unless  I 
had  believed  to  9S6  this  goodness  of  the  I^ord  in  the  land  of 
the  living.'*! 

But  the  text,  while  it  proscribes  the  conduct  to  be  pur- 
sued, Implies  also  its  success.  Let  the  person  .follow  the 
directions  given,  and  he  shall  not  foUow  them  in  vain.  Let 
Mm  confide  in  the  perfections  of  Jehovah,  and  he  shall  re- 
ceive that  hdp  which  the  perfiDctions  of  Jehovah  warrant  him 
to  expect  *^  For  Che  Lord  is  good,  a  strong  hold  in  the 
day  of  trouble,  and  he  kneweth  them  that  trust  in  him.^'$ 
In  every  e^hortatton  to  trust  in  God,  tbU  assurance,  if  not 
expressly  added,  must  be  constantly  understood.  The  help 
indeed  may  not  always  be  vouchsafed  at  the  desired  time. 
But^Hbough  it  tarry,  wait  for  it:  because  it  will  surdy 
<;ome,  it  wUl  not  tarry .*•    It  may  not  always  be  granted  in 

♦  IflgWih^  lAr.  3t   t  Job,  xSllS.   t  Piialm,xxvfi.  13.   §  Nahom,l7, 
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the  expected  maimer :  but  still  it  will  not  be  aU^gdher 
withboMiBiK  If  the  Lord  sees  not  fit  to  remove  the  bardei^ 
he  will  yet  communicate  strength  te  bear  it  If  he  cbooseflb 
that  for  a  season  we  should  walk  through  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  deathy  he  will  himself  be  with  us:  and  theugh 
his  rod  and  hn  staff  may  not  sensibly  cov^ort  us,  yet  diey 
will  assuredlyt  however  invisibly^  fr^d  us  from  eveiy 
enemy  |  and  will  at  last  guide  our  feet  into  the  way  ef 
peace.  The  text  itsdf  strongly  intimates  this  truth.  The 
oxpressumf  **  Let  him  stay  upon  Ma  God,"  evidently  im(ilies 
the  present  security  and  the  final  deliverance  of  the  persmi 
addressed.  May  we  not  apped  to  the  universal  testimonj  of 
experience  in  confirmation  of  this  conclusion  2  Did  ever  any 
^  trust  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  stay  upon  their  God^'^ 
and  not  eventually  receive  the  recompense  of  thor  faith  2 
Was  Job's  confidence  exercised  in  vain  ?  No»  ^'  The  Lord 
blessed  the  latter  end  of  Job  more  than  the  beginnbug. 
Was  David  disappointed  of  his  hope  7  Hearken  to  his  own 
declarations.  ^<  1  waited  patiently  for  the  Lord,  and  he  in* 
dined  unto  me^  and  heard  my  cry.  He  brought  me  iip  aba 
out  of  an  horrible  pit,  out  of  the  miry  clay,  and  set  my  feet 
upon  a  rock,  and  estaUfshed  my  goings."* 

Such  is  a  general  statement  of  the  case  described,  a«d  of 
the  Consolation  provided  for  it 

II.  I  shall   lead  those,  who  are  concerned,  to 
particular  application  of  the  subject  to  themselves. 

It  is  possible,  my  brethren,  that  there  nmy  be  wom»  \ 
you,  who  feel  yourselves  deqdy  interested  in  the  stote- 
mcnt  which  has  been  given.  The  case  described  is  in  fact 
a  counterpart  of  your  own  case.  Your  image  is  the  very 
ionge,  which  has  been  pourtrayed ;  your  affliction  the  very 
affliction,  which  has  been  represented  as  the  object  of  awii- 
miseration.  While  <<  fearing  the  Lord,  and  obeying  the 
voice  of  bis  servant,''  you  are  yet  *^  walking  in  darkness, 
and  see  no  light." 

Perhaps  you  are  involved  in  worldly  troubles.  Through 
your  own  former  imprudence,  through  the  cruelty  and  the 
injustice  of  others,  through  unforeseen  and  unavoidahle 
calamities,  you  are  reduced  to  poverty  and  want  Ruin 
stares  you  in  the  face.     Earthly  friends  forsake  you.     No 

human  means  of  relief  appeal*.— Perhaps  you  are  Ifdboriiif 

•  « 

*  Psalm,  xl.  1,  S. 
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Wider  bodily  pain  and  aickneBB.  Tou  have  hitherto  tried 
every  remedy  witlioiit  succeas.  Tour  disease  seems  to  be 
beyond  the  reach  of  medicine.  Ton  can  loolc  forward  to  no- 
thing, but  to  a  wretched  existence^  and  to  a  fingering  de- 
parture out  of  life. — ^Perhaps  your  distress  is  of  a  spiritual 
Bature.  You  are  distracted  with  doubts  an4  fears  as  to 
your  interest  in  Christ  and  your  acceptance  with  God.  The 
light  of  the  divine  countenance  is  withdrawn  from  you.  The 
enemy  assaults  you  with  his  fiery  darts.  The  corruptions 
oi  your  own  heart  appear  to  be  enlarged.  You  are  saying 
to  yourselves,  Mf  it  be  so,^  why  am  I  thus  I  Can  I  be  a 
child  of  God,  and  yet  be  thus  forsaken  and  distressed  ?  If 
the  Lord  indeed  regarded  me  with  favor,  wonld  he  suffer 
Bie  to  be  thus  overwhelmed  with  gloom  and  despondency  T 
*— In  some  of  these  respects,  or  in  others  resembling  these* 
your  circumstances  correspond  with  those  described.  You 
then  are  the  persons,  to  whom  the  prophet  addresses  his  ex- 
hortation. For  you  the  Consdation  provided  is  designed. 
May  the  Blessed  Spirit,  the  Comforter,  apply  it  with  ener- 
gy to  your  hearts,  and  enable  you  to  appropriate  it  in  all 
its  fulness ! 

One  general  attendant  on  your  disconsolate  condition  is 
a  disposition  to  conclude,  that  your  situation  is  without  a 
parallel ;  that  none  wxre  ever  afflicted  like  yourselves ;  con- 
sequently that  you  are  peculiar  objects  of  the  divine  dis- 
pleasure. Let  the  examples  which  have  been  cited,  correct 
these  erroneous  sentiments.  Many  persons  have  trodden 
the  same  dreary  paths  which  you  are  treading.  Many 
characters  eminent  for  their  piety,  many  distinguished  fa-» 
Torites  of  heaven,  have  at  times  *^  walked  in  darkness,  and 
have  seen  no  light''  Deem  not  then  your  case  a  solitary 
case.  Deem  not  your  affliction  any  proof  that  God  regards 
you  with  abhorrence.  Set  these  illustrious  patterns  before 
your  eyes.  **  When  their  soul  fainted  within  them,  they  re- 
membered the  Lord."  They  trusted  in  his  name,  and  were 
h<rfpen.  They  stayed  upon  their  Grod,  and  their  faces  were 
not  ashamed.  Firftow  these  examples.  Trusc  ye  in  the 
name  of  the  Lord  ;  and  stay  upon  your  Gk)d.  Call  to  mind 
his  inftnite  perfections. 

Bemember  tliat  God  is  Almighty.  Though  your  case  be 
j^iievous,  nay,  to  all  appearance  desperate,  yet  it  is  within 
the   reach  of  Almighty  powen     The  Lord's  hand. is  not 
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shovtenod  that  it  cannot  save  :  neither  does  bis  coirascl  fiitl 
from  the  want  of  instruments  to  accomplish  his  aovereign  ^ 
purposes.  **  Is  any  thing  too  bard  for  the  Lord  I**  There 
18  no  depth  of  misery,  out  of  which  be  cannot  extricate. 
There  is  no  temptation,  from  which  he  cannot  mnke  a  way 
of  esca|ie.  •There  is  no  darlcness,  into  which  he  cannot 
pour  a  ray  of  light  Tnist  then  in  the  power  of  the  Al- 
mighty. Were  it  an  arm  of  flesh,  on  which  you  were  ex^ 
horted  to  confide,  you  might  reasonably  object  Bat  it  is 
the  arm  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  on  wliich  you  are  direeted  to 
repose.     On  such  an  arm  you  cannot  object  to  confide. 

Remember  that  Gtod  is  Wise.  He  is  infinite  in  wisdom 
as  well  as  in  power.  He  is  *<  the  only  wise  Grod.**  Trosft 
then  in  his  wisdom.  He  discerns  what  is  best  for  you.  Ho 
who  has~Hppointed  your  present  aflliction,  knows  what  par- 
ticular need  you  have  of  it ;  knows  what  particular  good  it 
h  designed  to  work  out  for  you.  You  are  shoK-slghted, 
and  cannot  see  far  off.  The  relief  which  you  are  earnest- 
ly desiring,  if  immediately  granted,  might  prove  in  the  end 
the  very  reverse  of  a  blessing.  Though  you  are  **  walking 
in  darkness  and  see  no  light,''  yet  recollect  that  *^  with  God 
there  is  no  darkness  at  all :''  and  if  he  does  not  instantly  dis- 
sipate the  clouds,  whicli  intercept  your  prospect ;  it  is  be- 
cause he  perceives  that  your  present  darkness  will  roost  ef- 
fectually promote  your  future  and  eternal  interest?}. 

Remember  that  GoA  is  Mercif hL  Thiii  is  a  perfection  by 
which  he  rejoiceth  to  be  known.  When  he  sliewed  his  glory 
nnto  Moses,  lie  **  made  all  his  goodness  pass  before  hiro, 
saying,  the  I^ord,  tlie  Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious, 
long-suffering  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth,  keeping 
mercy  for  thousands.  Trust  then  in  this  perfection  ot  the 
Lord.  Be  assured,  that  while  he  afilicts,  he  tenderly  feds 
for  you,  and  pities  your  affliction.  He  knoweth  your  frame: 
lie  rcmcmbercth  that  you  are  but  dust.  He  will  not  lay  more 
upon  you  than  he  will  enable  you  to  bear.  He  will  not  lay 
more  upon  you  than  he  sees  is  eventually  connecU^d  with 
your  advantage.  WheneAcr  your  present  darkness  can 
be  removed  consistently  witli  your  own  good,  it  wiH 
most  surely  be  taken  away.  For  the  Lord  deligliteth  in 
mercy.  -  • 

Remember  that  Gt>d  is  Faithful.     ^^  He  is  the  faithful 
God,  which  keepetb  covenant  and  mercy  with  tliom  that 
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IbTe  bini* — H^ven  and  earth  sbdl  pass  awtf  j^  bat  his  word 
aball  not  pass  away. — Neitber  sbaU  tbere  fail  one  word  of 
all  his  good  promise.''  Trust  tbcn  in  his  faithfulness  and 
truth ;  those  glorious  perfections  which  be  has  so  fully  man- 
ifested in  his  dealings  with  the  children  of  men.  Hath  he 
BOt  said,  *\l  will  never  leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee. — ^They 
that  wait  upon  th6  Lord  shall  renew  their  strength. — Call 
upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble  :  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  tbou 
sbalt  glorify  me ;''  Is  he  not  faithful  who  hath  promised  i 
^*  Though  yott  walk  in  darkness  and  see  no  light,"  is  there 
not  a  ground  of  strong  consolation  in  the  following  dcclar 
pation  of  the  Lord  by  his  prophet  Isaiah  ?  *^  I  wiH  bring 
the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  know  not ;  I  will  lead  them 
into  paths  that  they  have  not  known.  I  will  make  darkness 
light  before  them,  and  crooked  things  straight.  These  things 
"Will  I  do  unto  them,  and  not  forsake  them.''"'!' 

Call  to  mind  the  endeared  relation,  in  which  this  grotft 
a«d  glorious  Being  condescends  to  stand  connected  with 
you.  He  is  your  God ;  the  God  who  hath  declared  of  all 
that  embrace  his  covenant,  *<  They  shall  be  my  people^  and 
I  will  be  their  God.''  Yes ;  ^'  thou  afflicted,  tossed  with 
tempest^  and  not  comforted,"  the  God  wlnnn  tbou  fearest, 
the  voice  of  whose  servant  thou  obeyest ;  the  God,  in  whose 
name  thou  trustest,  and  on  whom  thou  stayest,  is  //ty  God. 
He  is  thy  God,  though  thou  art  not  sensible  that  he  is.  He 
18  present  with  thee,  though  tbou  seest  him  not.  All  his 
glorious  perfections  are  engaged  to  pi*eserve,  to  deliver,  and 
to  ble«s  thee.  ^*  In  a  little  wrath  he  hideth  his  face  from 
thee  for  a  moment :  but  with  everlasting  kindness  will  ho 
Lave  mercy  u|)on  thee."  For  a  short  season  he  may  seem 
to  rebuke  and  chasten  :  yet  his  rebukes  and  chastenings  are 
expressions  of  his  love,  and  in  the  end  will  surely  <<  yield  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  to  them^  which  arc  exercis- 
ed thereby."  Tlie  clouds  which  obscure  thy  prospects,  will 
be  soon  dispersed.  Thy  night  shall  be  turned  into  day. 
**  Thy  sun  shall  no  more  go  down,  neither  shall  thy  moon 
M^ithdraw  itself."  Secure  at  length  within  the  wished-for 
liaven,  thou  sbalt  look  back  on  the  gloomy  and  tempestuous 
acean,  on  which  thou  hast  been  tDSsed,  and  with  heart-felt 
than^lness  shalt  say,  <*  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been 

*  Isaiah,  xliu  U. 
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afflicted. — ^Wberefore  lift  op  the  hands  which  hang  down  and 
the  feeble  knees."  BeUeve  and  fear  nat  With  D«fid» 
«<  encourage  thyself  in  the  Lord."  With  David*  in  tho 
prospect  of  approaching  deliTerance*  eadainit  ^  Why  art 
then  cast  down,  O  my  soaU  and  why  art  thon  so  disquieted 
within  me  7  Hope  thon  in  God  :  for  I  shall  yet  praise  hiiiiy 
who  is  the  health  of  my  conntenance  and  my  Ood. 

But  are  there  not  others,  to  whom  also  the  snhject  may 
be  profitably  appKod  :  others,  who  fear  %oi  God,  and  obey 
md  the  voice  of  his  servant  ?  To  sodi  indeed  the  text 
speaks  not  Consolation :  but  it  suggests  some  h^ly  sol- 
emn and  momentous  reBections.  Can  you,  my  brethren, 
plead  an  e^cemption  from  all  those  tronUes,  to  wUeh  the 
Godly  are  exposed  7  Have  you  made  a  covenant  wMh  adver- 
sity 7  Are  you  at  an  agreement  with  affliction  7  Thongk 
your  mountain  now  standeth  fast,  may  it  never  be  BMMrad  i 
Though  at  present  light  shineth  on  your  paths,  may  yon 
never  walk  in  darkness  7  Be  not  deceived.  '^  How  oft  is  the 
candle  of  the  wicked  put  out  t"  You  have  no  security  against 
woridly  losses  and  cdamities,  against  bodily  pain  and  sick- 
ness, against  those  dreadful  forebodings,  and  overwhelming 
terrors,  which  the  prospect  of  death  continually  inspirea. 
In  such  seasons  of  darkness  and  dismay,  whither  wiU  you 
flee  for  light  and  comfort  7  Tou  can  have- no  confidence  to- 
wards God ;  for  you  fear  him  not.  He  is  not  your  God ; 
for  you  obey  not  the  voice  of  his  servants  Tou  cannot  trust 
in  his  name :  all  his  perfections  are  pledged  to  effect  your 
ruin.  You  cannot  stay  upon  his  arm :  it  is  lifted  op  for 
your  destruction.  Will  any  of  your  idols,  whom  you  have 
feared  and  obeyed  instead  of  God,  in  that  day  afford  you 
Consolation  7  Will  they  sustain  your  tremUing  steps,  will 
tliey  cheer  your  sinking  spirits,  when  distress  and  anguish 
cnme  upon  you  7  Ah !  No.  They  are  all  lying  vanities, 
which  cannot  profit.  They  are  all  broken  reeds,  which  on- 
ly pierce  the  hand  of  him  ^ho  leans  on  them.  '^  Your  rock 
is  not  as  our  Rock.''  Hear  your  doom  pronounced  by  the 
voice  of  him  who  cannot  lie.  **  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Curs- 
ed ia  the  man,  that  trusteth  in  man,  and  maketh  flesh  his 
arm,  and  ^liose  heart  departeth  from  the  Lord.— fiehoM,  all 
}  e  that  kindle  a  fire,  tliat  compass  yourselves  with  spirks, 
walk  in  tbe  light  of  your  fire,  and  in  the  qiarks  that  ye 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


449 

iatw  kiffiAed.    TMs  tbdl  ye  liafe  oif  miM  hand,  y%  sbatt 
li«  down  in  dorrowi^'* 

One  only  way  of  eacai^e  reoiaina.  Kow»  «<  while  the  tvii 
iaya  cohui  not^**  OMdce  6od  yoor  fMetiii.  ^^  Sanctify  tha 
Lori  Gad  of  Haata  hinBeir^  and  let  hioi  be  your  fear,  and 
lat  him  be  your  dread/'  Obciy  the  roiee  of  his  servant 
May  the  yoiee  of  his  Soti  t  that  San,  whom  he  has  from 
keavea  eommMded  you  to  hear :  thai  8«n>  whom  he  hath 
ibiil  intxi  the  world  to  <'  f^n  light  to  them  that  ait  in  dariL- 
aaaaand  in  the  ahadotr  ef  death,  to  guide  their  feet  into  the 
Hft^  of  peace.*'  No  longer  be  deaf  to  Him»  who  speaketh. 
Ifo  longer  shot  your  eyes  against  the  troth.  Lay  hold  of 
the  hand  stretched  oat  to  save  yon.  So  shall  you  And  rest 
unto  your  aottia.  ^  The  Lord  shall  be  your  h(^  in  the  day 
of  a? U^  anid  Us  lightahaU  ihtae  upra  your  ptths/' 


SERMON  XLIV. 

Expostulation  with  Careless  Sinners. 

JOH AH»  i.   6. 

n^hat  meanest  thou,  0  sleeper?  Jrise^  caU  upon  thy  Ood;  \f 
so  he  that  God  will  think  upon  us,  that  ive  perish  not. 

THE  circumstances^  which  occasioned  this  ad- 
difisSy  are  as  extraordinary  as  the  address  itsdf  is  striking. 
^  The  wot4  of  the  Lord  came  onto  Jonah  the  son  of  Amit- 
taiy  saying.  Arise,  go  to  Ninereh,  that  great  city,  and  cry  a- 
galnsl  it :  for  their  wld[edness  Is  come  up  before  me.^  But 
Jonah  obeyed  not  the  command.  Alarmed  at  the  difficulties 
of  the  office  imposed  on  him,  he  reflised  to  execute  it,  and 
(botisMy  thought,  by  escaping  Into  another  country,  to  hide 
himself  from  the  Lord,  and  to  avoid  any  further  commissions 
of  a  similar  kind*  '^  Be  rose  up  to  fl^  unto  Tarshish  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  went  down  to  Joppa ;  and  ha 


*  Jeremiah,  xviL  5.   Imsh,  L  U. 
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tmmi  m  ship  goiaf  Co  TarthiBli.  So  he  pftld  tbe  fiure  tbor^ 
of,  and  went  down  into  it  to  go  with  thooi  nnto'Tanbiflh 
fron  the  presence  of  the  Lord.'^  The  folly  Mid  ioipistjr  of 
this  proceeding  mist  excite  our  MtoMshnieiit.  (kn  m  vui 
bide  biiBseir  fron  the  Almighty  ?  Did  wmj  one  ever  tefu 
den  himseif  against  Ood*  and  proqier  7  The  Lord  aoon  eon* 
vinccd  bis  rebtUiotts  senrant  of  the  Tanily  of  bis  presooip- 
timiB  atteaipt  by  awaM  whieb  migbt  at  oace  duistiae  Vim 
disobedience,  a«d  recal  him  to  bis  duty.  ^  For  be  stnl 
oait  a  great  wind  into  tbc  oea,  and  there  was  a  nighty  ten- 
pest  in  the  sea,  so  that  the  ship  was  likdy  to  be  hwakrmJ^ 
Jonahf  in  bis  crinHoal  endeavor  to  avoid  an  ioMgiaary  dif- 
•enlty,  had  expooed  hiasidf  to  real  danger.  The  sbip  in 
wUcb  he  liad  embarlLed  was  fai  the  noot  unmnent  perH. 
The  storm  incnased  (o  an  onasaal  beight»  so  as  to  baflethe 
skill  of  the  mariners.  Almost  despairing  of  safety,  they 
bad  but  one  coarse  to  pnrsue.  **  They  cried  every  man  an- 
to  his  Ood,  and  cast  forth  the  wares,  that  were  in  the  sbip, 
into  the  sea  to  lighten  it  of  them.'*  In  the  nK>meat  of  dan- 
ger the  roost  senseless  and  ignorant  will  endeavor  to  pray : 
while  at  the  prospect  of  death  men  wiH  readily  part  with 
every  thing,  which  they  before  esteesMd  OKist  vaJnable,  to 
save  their  lives.  Bat  where  in  this,  extremity  is  Jonah  ? 
Doubtless,  struck  with  remorse,  and  trembling  with  terror, 
be  is  praying  to  hi$  Ch>d.  Doubtless,  regarding  the  storm  as 
a  minister  of  Divine  vengeance,  he  is  bewailing  bis  guilty 
flight,  and  supplicating  mercy.  No.  More  stupid  far  than 
these  idolaters,  he  is  **  gone  down  into  the  sides  of  the  ship, 
and  lies  there  fast  asleep."  Bdiold,  my  brethren,  a  striking 
proof  of  the  dreadful  nature  and  tbe^lestmetive  tendency  of 
sin.  See  how  it  hardens  the  heart,  deadens  the  conscience, 
and  renders  tbo  sinner  iasensible  of  the  danger,  which 
threatens  to  overwhelm  him.  Exposed  every  iastant  to 
impending  deatb,  under  the  just  displeasuie  of  the  Almigh- 
ty, in  the  very  act  of  dtaobedience,  can  Jonah  sleep  2  Welt 
may  the  affrighted  ahip-mastsr,  though  bo  knows  bat  a 
small  port  of  the  circomstances  of  bis  passenger's  case,  well 
may  he  expirees  his  astonishment  at  this  instanoogf  hardened 
unconcern.  Well  may  be  reprove  the  onfeeling  prophet  in 
the  animated  language  of  the  text,  «<  WbAt  meanest  then, 
O  8!cc|>€r  ?"  *  Is  this  a  time  to  lie  at  ease  and  take  thy 
rest  ?  Death  stares  thee  in  the  face,  every  nomei^  may  be 
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Ibf  last  Shake  off  thy  uoseisoMMe  drowaineaB*  <^  Ariie» 
CttU  opM  thy  €kMU  if  so  be  that  QodVUI  thtok  upon  m  that 
we  periah  mf  ' 

Such  irere  the  cifcaiiKltancea,  whieh  occairioMd  ibis  ad* 
Ireaa.  But  ia  Jeaah  the  only  person,  to  whom  the  reproof 
is  appUcmUe  I  Alas !  There  are  mioibers  In  the  worMy 
there  are  some,  it  is  to  be  feared,  in  ^fwy  congre^tion,  to 
whom  it  May  with  equal  proprtoty  he  addressed.  Every 
inpeiiitent  and  cardsss  sinaer,  every  person,  who  is 
tlMughttess and  ioaolire  about  the  oonc«ms  <rfhis  soul,  re« 
seoibtoe  Jonah.  Like  the  deluded  prophet,  he  is  duping  oa 
tiM  brwik:  of  eternal  ruin.  To  every  such  person  then  wo 
nay  exdaim,  in  the  language  of  the  text,  «<  What  meanesfr 
thou,  O  sleeper  7  Arise,  oall  upon  thy  Osd.** 

In  making  this  application  of  the  passage,  I  shftll  begin 
with  more  particuhu4y  descr ibhig  the  personSf  whom  I  pur- 
pose afterwards  to  address. 

Sleep  is  a  state  of  inactivity,  of  insensibility,  of  secuH* 
tf.  Such  is  the  state  of  ttiottsands  with  respect  to  their 
souls.  Some  we  discover  plunged  into  tite  most  awful  an- 
ooDcem  as  to  their  spiritual  interests.  At  every  point  they 
are  impenetrable.  The  roost  alarming  providences,  tlie 
most  signal  judgments,  occurring  in  their  sight,  perhaps 
within  their  houses,  are  insufficient  to  rouse  them  from  their 
oonpslssD  stupor.  Incessantly  occupied  in  the  things  of  the 
present  lib,  in  amassing  or  in  spending  money,  they  live 
as  If  they  were  no  better  than  the  brutes,  which  perish. 
Happy  would  it  be  (br  them,  if  they  could  perish  like  the 
brutes.  But  (here  is  a  Judgment-Seat,  before  which  they 
jnost  one  day  stand,  and  answer  for  their  criminal  indiffer- 
ence to  the  tUags  of  Ctod.  0  that  they  would  now  fed 
tlie  value  of  their  sbuls,  before  it  shall  be  too  late  to  feel  it ! 
That  they  would  bow  bestow  upon  eternal  things  some  por- 
tion of  that  aotivity  and  watohfeloess,  which  they  employ 
in  worMly  oonoems  !  Is  wealth  their  aim  ?  Is  pleasure  their 
purouit?  Here  they  are  watchful  and  diligent  enough. 
Bvery  opporConity  of  fhrthering  their  favorite  object  ia 
•ageHy  sought,  and  cureAiHy  iroprsved.  Is  their  property 
invaded  ?  Is  their  pleasure  abridged  7  Here  they  can  feel ; 
bare  they  can  betray  the  keenrat  sensibility^  But  God 
and  eternity,  and  the  care  of  their  souls,  are  srtgects  which 
aflbct  them  not— My  brethren,  hi  oharactars  of  this  do- 
fcripti^n  sofs  Jonah  sleeping  ia  the  attrm. 
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may  be  uffhtl :  persons,  mYm^  tbonsli  iioteqsatty 
with  those  already  mentioiiedy  yet  are  no  less  jostly  Uahfo  to 
tlMcbaf^  of  sleeping  on  the  brink  of  elsrmty.  Tbsyarenot 
so  ignorant  and  senseless  as  not  aocasionmUy  to  think  sf 
death  and  judgpisnty  of  laBavsn  and  bell }  and  thefnamtiaifs» 
fai  wbkh  they  experience  some  sncrat  nisgirings  as  to  their 
safety.  But  anch  nnMAcesM  snbjiotp,  sneh  glosmy  appn* 
hensions,  tbey  speedtty  dismiss :  and  sink  again  into  a  false 
Tepose.  The  still  nsMdl  Toice  of  consoience  is  heard  withinf 
and  in  some  solemn  mosMOt  whispers  to  their  hearto  an  atw* 
fid  warning.  *  Thon  mnst  die :  what  after  death  wjlJ  be- 
come of  thy  soul ;  Doeet  thon  wM  to  bn  so  cantos  of  ito 
interests ;  to  be  so  negligent  of  prayer^  «f  the  Bible,  of  to- 
ligioua  ordinances  i  Doest  thou  well  to  be  so  imaoderately 
plunged  in  care  and  business  :  to  he  90  devoted  to  pkaaars 
mnd  amusement  7  What  ean  wealth  avail  ?  What  can  thy 
gay  companions  profit  thee  hereafter  ?  Th^  will  all  have 
thee  comfortless.  Then  reMMWce  them  now.  iVepare  to 
meet  thy  God.'  By  what  argument  do  they  aUence  thin 
faithful  monitor,  nnd  drown  his  friendHy  Toioe  i  By  soma 
such  refuges  of  lies  as  these :  <  Man  is  weak  and  God  is 
merciful.  He  wiU  not  judge  his  crentorss  with  nnrelenting 
atrictnoss.  His  Uireatenings  are  intended  merely  to  alnrm^ 
and  will  never  really  he  executed  upon  us.  Business  de» 
mands  attention.  If  we  neglect  our  worid^  afhirSf  how 
shall  we  maintain  or  advance  our  Aunilies  i  ABemmioeB  will 
be  made  to  persons  in  our  circumsUnces.  We)  ahdl  ind  a 
door  of  escape.  We  shall  have  peace,  though  we  follow  the 
imaginations  of  our  own  hearts.^  Such  are  the  rsasnninga, 
with  which  these  iiersons  dissipate  their  fears,  and  hdl  their 
minds  into  a  presumptuous  security.  Thqr  hear  tho  tsmpost 
Paging.  They  feel  the  vessel  shaken.  Bat  they  slap  thsir 
ears,  and  fold  their  arms,  and  cry,  ^  There  is  no  daagmr/ 

Advert  to  a  third  class  of  Gkaracter!i»  whoso  stoto  in  no 
less  strikingly  depicted  by  that  of  thriafhinated  prophet; 
They  are  such  aa  piisaess  much  stronger  canviotions  of  the 
importance  of  religion,  and  much  clearer  views  a(^its  nature^ 
than  tbe  persons  last  described*  They  cannot  pacify  their  con-' 
sciences  with  the  dohisi ve  reasonings  speeiled  ahovob  They 
cannot  pramise  to  themselves  peace  in  ths  wnya  of  ain*  They 
are  aBnsibk,thnt  Mshool*repoatBac#  towards  ^M,  a»dia|h 


,  J 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Am 

tMMUPdlr  Mr  L«Pi  Jesw  ChroW  th^T  ^o  MV»r  Mter  inlt 
the  iuiHSdoni  of  heareiu  Bat  hore  ohaerve  the  deceitClBlness 
of  ai««  Ttey  cannot  fiad  time  to  refieiit  mod  beliov€  atfrt%^ 
wL  Thoy  am  nom  occupied  ia  other  matters.  And  wbea 
tiMae  aiiaU.be  accompliobedt  thea  tbey  vUl  i>egln  with  ear- 
vmtmm  ^  Drake  preparation  for  eternitj«  *  Iif  some  fev 
years  we  shall  be  mora  diipoied  to  atte&d  to  seriooft  con- 
cerae..  We  fball  then  ha  satiated  with  the  world.  Its 
pleasurea  will  have  lost  their  charms  :  and  our  minds*  thus 
fraed  from  dissapatton^  will  be  more  capable  of  ei^aging  ia 
religious  stadies.  The  objects  which  we  are  now  pursuing^ 
wiU  be  attained  :  our  families  will  be  growa  up  and  settied 
in  the  warld  ;  a  comfortable  provision  will  be  secured  for 
oar  decUaiag  years.  Conseqaently  we  shall  possess  far 
greater  lelsore,  than  our  present  occupations  admit,  for  sorv- 
iag  God  and  frequenting  his  ordinances :  nor  will  any  of 
thssB  causes,  which  now  compel  us  to  defer  the  necessary 
work  of  repentance,  continue  any  longer  to  operate.'  My 
Wetlunen^  are  xuA  sueii  persons  deefimg  on  the  brink  of  er- 
arbstiag  destruction,  dreaming  of  Mt^  to  come^  of  distant 
sfpportanitiea  for  working  oi|t  the^PRlvatioa ;  when,  this 
vary  iMgbt,  the  floods  of  divioa  vengeance  may  burst  upon 
their  unprepared  aad  defenceless  souls  I 

But  what  need  is  there  for  furtlier  particulars  2  Svery 
persooy  of  ev^ry  deocription,  who  does  not  make  the  care  of 
ktt  seal  the  fijTst^  the  grand,  the  leading  object  of  his  atten- 
tion ;  who  has  not  hambly  aad  heartily  turned  to  God  through 
Jeaas  Christ :  who  is  not  now  living  the  life,  which  he  Uvea 
la  the  flesh,  by  foitfa  ia  the  Son  of  God  ;  every  such  persoa 
in  faet  differs  nothing  from  Jonah  sleeping  in  the  storm. 
With  every  such  person  then  I  would  now  most  seriously 
(mpostalata  in  the  language  of  the  text,  <<What  meanest 
thou,  O  sleeper  ?''  Dead  to  God,  alive  to  sin,  n^ecting  thy 
pvecioaB,  immortal  soul,  what  oManeit  thou  ? 
'  Consider  tka  valme  of  the  sonL  It  is  that  part  of  yoa 
in  whkUi  yoa  resemble  God.  it  ia  aspark  of  heaivealy  flame. 
tt  is  capable  of  axperieadng  eixquisite  delight,  or  naattera- 
Ue  aagaUk.  It  ia  bom  for  eternity*  In  this  respect  the 
soul  ia  inconceivably  valuable.  In  this  respect,  one  soul  in- 
flaikly  sarpasses  in  value  the  world  and  all  things  in  it. 
Tha  world,  aad  all  thiaga  in  il^  will  one  day  perish  aad  be 
at  omre.    Bat  the  aoal  wilL  M^er  pevisk.     iwdd  together 
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aH  tbe  yuan  of  all  iieo»  who  ever  lited;  aad  ivbaa  41ie  aaul 
aball  hare  lived  so  long»  it  will  be  no  nearer  to  an  end,  tbaa 
if  it  had  only  begun  to  live.  There  wiU  be  no  end  to  if  ;  ■• 
end  to  its  existence ;  no  end  to  the  baiijpiaesa  jor  Msery,  to 
which  on  its  departure  from  the  body  it  will  be  anatMitly  as* 
signed*  Before  your  body  shall  be  committed  to  the  greuMly 
earth  to  earthy  ashes  to  a^beSf  dost  to  dusty  your  immortal 
spirit  will  be  unchangeably  flxed  in  a  state  of  blissy  or  ttf 
torment  beyond  conception  great»  and  will  there  abide  for  ev- 
er. What  meanest  thou  then  by  n^ecting  thy  pvecionB 
soul  ?  Are  any  of  the  things,  for  the  sal^e  of  which  thou  nK 
nq^lecting  it,  to  be  compared  in  value  with  it  ?  What  wiU  it 
availy  that  tliou  bast  here  attained  to  a  somewhat  lai^r  por- 
tion of  worldly  distinctioOf  of  riches,  of  power,  of  enjoy  mei^ 
when  in  bell  thou  shalt  <<  lift  up  thy  eyes,  being  in  tor- 
ments r^ 

Consider  the  immUunt  kaxard  to  which  you  are  ezpoe* 
ing  your  soul.  **The  wrath  of  God  is  revealitf  from 
heaven  against  all  ungodtinss8.**-The  Lard  will  render 
to  every  roan  accorduMt  to  bis  works :  to  them  who  are 
contentious,  mid  dojplt  obey  the  truth,  but  oh^  imjk 
righteousness,  indignation  and  wratb,  tribulation  wnd  an- 
guish,  upon  every  soul  of  man  that  doeth  eviL.'^  If  you  are 
living  in  the  neglect  of  your  soul,  yon  are  doing  evil.  Ton 
are  not  obeying  the  truth,  but  are  obeying  unrighteousness. 
Should  you  die  in  thin  state,  trlbnlntien  and  anguish  mnrt 
be  your  portion.  What  security  then  do  you  possess,  that 
yon  sbaii  not  die  in  this  state  ?  What  security  do  you  pos- 
sess, that  you  shall  not  die  this  day,  this  hour  ?  Many  die 
suddenly  :  why  may  not  you  ?  You  are  jirovoking  the  wradi 
and  despising  the  long-suffering  of  tiiat  God,  at  whoae  word 
all  nattti*e  will  be  armed  against  you.  At  his  ooaunand  the 
tempest  pursued  i*ebellious  Jonah*  At  his  command  Are 
may  fall  from  heaven  and  consume  you  :  the  earth  asay  open 
under  yoiu*  feet  and  swallow  yeu.  Do  yon  deem  these 
judgments  unlikely  to  take  place  ?  The  Lord  has  ten  thou* 
sand  messengers  to  execute  his  will.  Fever  or  madness  may 
in  a  moment  seize  you,  and  reader  yon  iiici^ble  of  Airtber 
thought  or  action.  Palsy  or  apoplexy  may  instantaneously 
suspend  your  fiu^ulties,  or  terminate  your  life.  Death,  in«n«« 
numbered  ways,  can  assault  your  frail  and  perishable  framei 
What  meteest  thou,  O.  sleeper?    Death  standeth  at  tho 

•  Rom.  L  18.  &  8,  9. 
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dow,  ftmif  to  tras^Mirt  tbjr  gvilty  «>iil  into  etenud  misery* 
Is  this  htlmt  to  sleep,  to  sit  at  ease>  to  bless  thyself  in  thy 
hearty  and  feel  secure  ? 

CrasMer  the  pries  which  fans  been  paid  for  yoor  soid.  It 
has  not  been  **  boagfat  with  corroptible  things,  as  with  stt- 
rer  or  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  as  of  a 
Lamb  without  Uemish  and  wHhout  spot''  The  eternal  Son 
of  God,  the  Lord  of  Life  and  Glory,  came  down  from  hear- 
on  ;  was  made  man  ;  encountored  poverty,  persecution,  in- 
fMny ;  endured  the  contradiction  of  sinners,  the  malice  of 
Satan,  the  wrath  of  God ;  expired  in  bitter  agonies  on  the 
cross ;  and  to  what  purpose  7  That  he  might  sate  your  guBty 
soul.  That  he  might  atone  for  your  sins ;  might  reconcile 
you  to  the  Father ;  might  purchase  for  you  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Spirit ;  might  open  to  you  the  kingdom  uf  heaven. 
And  will  you  neglect  so  great  salvation,  so  dearly  bought, 
•o  fraught  with  richest  mercies  ?  *^  What  meanest  ttioo, 
O  sleeper  ?'*  Did  Christ  die  to  save  thy  souU  and  wilt  thou 
obstinately  destroy  it  7  Did  he  manifest  such  tender  anxiety 
for  thy  salvation  7  Did  he  undergo  so  many  miseries  to 
procure  tt  7  Wilt  ;thou  persist  in  hardened  unconcern,  in 
slothfol  inactivity  from  day  to  day,  from  year  to  year,  and 
not  deem  salvation  worth  thy  trouble  7  Art  not  thou  asham- 
ed and  confounded  to  reflect  on  thy  criminal,  thy  ungrate- 
ftil  coadact  7  '^  Arise  and  call  upon  thy  God.*' 

JtriJL  Shake  off  thy  stupor.  Break  the  fetters  with 
which  thou  bast  been  bound.  **  Awake,  thou  that  sleepest, 
and  arise  from  the  dead.''  Now,  while  the  8plji|  of  God 
is  striving  with  thee,  improve  the  glorious  ^fpirtonity. 
Make  one  vigorous  effort  for  etomity.  **  While  it  is  called 
to  day,  harden  not  thy  heart."  The  years  past  are  suffi- 
cient to  have  been  wasted  in  a  sleep  so  ruinous  to  thy  high- 
est intefMts.  Henceforth  redeem  the  time.  ^*  Awake  to 
rigliteousoess,  and  sin  not" 

CM  ii}Nia  %  €hd.  Retire  Into  thy  secret  chamber. 
Open  thy  heart  to  God.  Pour  out  thy  soul  in  penitent  con* 
fessions  before  thy  injored  Saviour,  Implore  his  forgive- 
ness. Pray  for  mercy,  fur  grace,  for  holiness.  Cry  out 
with  repentant  Ephraim,  ^  Turn  thou  me,  and  I  shall  be 
tomed"— with  the  humble  polilican,  **  God  be  merciful  to 
me  a  sinner  !"--with  the  apostle  ready  to  sink,  *^  Lord  save 
I  perish  !"  Let  it  now  be  said  of  yon,  as  it  was  once 
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t«id  Of  tli6  awakened  l^anl, ««  BekoM  IM  pfmf^:^  aMi 
tbe  saaie  Go4,  wbo  aeat  to  Mm  a  caBnlnrter^  wW  lUt  leur^ 
you  cotnfortless. 

The  ship-oiaaCer  iadeet,  when  be  eaoonrated  HmA  to 
mil  apofi  bis  Gkrf»  added^  ^  if  «o  k  that  God  wiU  tfaMi 
apen  oa,  that  we  perish  noV*  While  be  refonmefiied  tbe 
lnraiMre»  he  expreesed  a  draht  of  Ma  enrceaa.  Bnt  we  wm 
aot  left  to  uacertaiatjr.  When  the  miniatera  of  the  Qoapei 
exhort  you  to  pray,  they  exhort  yon  in  the  Mleat  rontdence^ 
that  yoa  will  not  pray  in  nun.  They  know  aaeoradly,  thai 
if  tbrot^  Adth  in  the  Redeeoier'a  blood  yoa  earaeatly  dtM 
upon  God,  ha  wUl  think  vpon  yoa,  that  yen  periah  Mtr 
They  know  assuredly,  tlMit  **  whoaaever  Ums  catteth  afoaf 
the  name  o(  the  Lord  shall  be  saved."^  Tbqr  know  asaar* 
adiy,  that  Jesus  aitteth  on  the  throne  of  gracey  and  holdeHr 
oat  the  golden  sceptre  of  Us  lo?e  :  that  he  hmtetk  al  t# 
eoiM  unto  him,  and  promises  rest  to  every  olie  that  oattea^ 
Though  the  sinner  has  been  long  plunged  in  <he  maal  crini^ 
inal  security,  yet  if  be  now  arise,  and  call  apair  his  God#  Iba 
Lord  win  not  reject  him.  ^  Look  unto  me,'  (crfes  the  &M^ 
passionate  and  Almighty  Friend  of  sinaersy)  ^  look  unto  ws 
and  be  saved.  My  Mood  shall  wash  oat  alt  thy  guHt.  Mf 
grace  shall  cleanse  thy  polluted  soul.  I  iHIt  take  away  Iha 
bmrt  of  stone,  and  will  gite  thee  an  heart  of  flesh.  I  wM 
love  thee  freely.  I  will  ^  put  thee  among  the  etiMien  : 
and  thoa  sfaalt  call  me,  my  Father;  md  sbdt  lAl^m 
away  from  me.*' '  My  brethren,  can  yaa  fiaton  unmoved  to 
these  gn||iou8  declarations  7  Is  there  one  sinner  awak^ 
ened  to  Mense  of  his  spiritual  danger  i  ^  Arise,  and  call 
upon  thy  God.''  Hearken  to  the  Saviour's  invitsdions* 
Hearken  to  bis  pHVmises  of  free  acceptance,  of  Ml  forgive* 
ness.     <•  Arise,  be  calleth  thee." 

But  there  is  another  description  of  persons,  to  whom  also 
tlic  subject  may  be  profitably  applied.  Ye,  servants  of  the 
Lord,  who  are  professedly  walking  in  the  ways  of  godliness  ; 
M  ho  have  fled  for  refuge  to  the  cross  of  Jesus  |  who,  in  tb€ 
habitual  tenor  of  your  lives,  are  led  by  his  spirit :  do  ye  ne- 
ver stand  ill  need  of  the  admonition  in  the  text  ?  Do  ya 
>gtve  oil  diligence  to  grow  in  grace  and  knowledge,  and  to 
add  one  degree  of  Christian  improvement  to  another  ?  Am 
ve  **  steadfast,  immoveable,  aways  abounding  in  tfm  work  of 

•  Acts,  ix.  11. 
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the  Lord  ?— Forgetting  those  things  ^hich  are  behind,  and 
l^eachliig  forth  unto  those  things  which  are  before,  are  ye 
Iiressing  towards  the  mark  for  the  prise  of  the  high  calling 
of  God  in  Christ  Jesos  1**  Or^  on  the  contrary,  do  ye  not  of- 
ten slumber  and  sleep  when  ye  ought  to  be  watchful  and 
alert?  From  want  of  zeal  and  energy  in  resisting  the  en<- 
emy,  ilo  ye  not  frequently  suffer  him  to  get  advitntage 
over  you  ?  Are  ye  not  often  remiss  in  prayer,  in  the  study 
of  the  Scriptures,  in  spii^itual  exercises  ?  Are  there  not  many 
duties  impofectly  fulfilled,  many  talents  imperfectly  improve 
ed^  many  privileges  imperfectly  enjoyed  ?  Is  there  not  much 
work  reuiaining  to  be  done  in  your  own  heaurts,  in  your 
fanulies,  in  the  world  around  vou  i  Arise,  trim  your  lamps. 
^<  Sleep  ye  not,  as  do  others :  out  watch>  and  be  sober,  put- 
ting on  the  breast-plate  of  fiEtith  and  love,  and,  for  an  helmed 
the  hope  of  Salvation.* — ^Let  your  loins  be  girded  about,  and 
your  lights  burning,  and  ye  yourselves  like  unto  men,  that 
wait  for  their  Lord.*^  As  faithful  servants,  be  more  diU» 
gently  occupied  in  your  master's  service  :  **  and  tAo^  know- 
ing the  tune,  that  no^  it  is  high  time  to  awake  out  of  sleep, 
for  now  is  your  spilvation  nearer,  than  when  ye  believed.  The 
nif^is  far  i^ent  i  the  day  is  at  hand :  therefore  cast  off  the 
works  of  darkness^  and  put  on  the  armor  of  tight  Walk 
hopiestly  as  in  the  day  |  not  in  rioting  and  drunkenness, 
not  in  chambering  and  wantonness^  not  in  strife  and  envying. 
But  put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  make  not  provi»- 
ion  for  the  flesh,  to  fufil  the  lusts  theredl'^t 

*  1  Thi»9.  V.  6i»  k       t  Romans,  xM.  11,  i%  13,  14 
Voti.  II.  58 


Digitized  by  VjOOQiC 


4S$ 

SERMON  XLV. 

The  Grace  of  Christ  Sufficient  for  his  People^ 

2  couirrHiAirs,  xii.  9. 

Mg  Chrace  U  S^ffidtntfor  thee. 


tS  ardttoQs  nndertddfigs,  hope  of  fmxtm  m 
oneofthemostpowerMiticentivei  to  exertioit  midf  peraerer- 
ance.  The  stroiq^  is  the  ^robftbiiitj  of  obttintng  the  ob^ 
ject  in  Tiew,  the  greater  will  be  the  zeal  and  acthrlty  in  Ae 
porsvtt  of  it ;  while  nothing  nore  effertnaHy  tends  to  damp 
the  apirtt  of  enterprise,  than  the  diflling  apprehension  tt 
defeat  and  ftnal  disappointment,  tf  this  remark  he  tme  wffli 
respect  to  temporal  t^oncems^  it  is  equally  just  as  to  those  of 
a  spiritual  nature.  B/ofe  of  victory  is  the  cordial  wMch 
invigorates  the  Christian  warrior.  Remove  flin  hope ;  hfs 
ardor  cools,  his  energy  is  relaxed^  Dtspiritei  hy  the  nn- 
eertainty  wUch  envelopes  bisfiitoro  prospectsrUnd  douhtM 
whether  even  bis  mast  strenuoos  laliors  wllf  fee  idtimatciy 
successful,  he  is  less  capable  of  contending'  wMi  Ihe  numer- 
ous enemies  of  his  salvation.  Hence  he  is  exhorted  to  put 
on  hope  as  a  hdmet,  which  may  cover  his  iiead  in  the  day 
of  battle.  Hence  the  moat  animating  promises  are  employed 
to  sustain  his  drooping  spirits?  and  to  inspire  him  with  the  as- 
surance of  a  favorable  issue. 

Among  these  promises,  the  declaration  of  Christ  himself 
in  the  text  claims  a  distinguished  place.  The  words  w^re 
originally  addressed  to  8t.  Pauh  The  Lord,  foreseeing 
that  the  apostle  was  in  danger  of  being  ^  exalted  above 
measure  through  tbe  abundance  of  the  revelations*'  voociisaf- 
ed  to  him,  was  mercifully  pleased  to  counteract  this  tendon* 
cy  by  giving  to  him  ^  a  thorn  in  the  flesh.'^  What  was  the 
particular  nature  of  this  trial  we  are  not  expressly  told.  But 
|>robably  it  consisted  in  a  consciousness  of  some  personal 
defect,  which  he  ^as  apprehensive  might  obstruct  his  future 
usefulncHS.  Under  this  apprehension,  he  '^besought  the 
Lord  thrice  that  it  might  depart  Qrom  him.^     Did  the  Lord^ 
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frwt  thepetitkMi?  No.  He  saw  Ml  At  to  vemove  the  at 
flictbm  :  but  he  added  a  nost  conac^atory  promise,  which 
would  render  the  removal  onneeessary*  He  said  to  his  af- 
flieted  serraat,  *'  M7  grace  is  suflScient  tor  thee/'  '  Be  not 
alrnd.  Thou  shalt  not  sink  under  the  burden,  I  wiH 
aastain  thes.  None  of  the  evil  consequences,  which  thou 
fieiareBt,  shall  ensue :  <^  for  my  strength  is  made  perCBct  in 
CthyJ  weakness.''  Weak  in  thyseV,  and  wholly  inadequate 
to  the  work  assigned,  thou  shirft  be  strong  in  me,  and  in  the 
power  of  my  might'  Observe  the  influence  of  this  cheer* 
ing  promise  on  the  apostle's  mind.  His  fears  are  dispdled. 
His  hope  revives.  No  longer  defected  at  the  thought  of  his 
own  insufikiera^y,  he  ezckims,  ^  Most  gladly  will  I  rath(Br 
glory  in  my  ii^rmities,  that  ti^e  fomet  of  Christ  may  rest 
upon  me.*' 

Such  was  tiie  occasion  on  which  these  words  were  orig^ 
inally  spoken.  But  the  promise  which  they  contain  is  not 
to  be  confined  to  the  apostle.  Doubtlros  it  was  intended 
|br  the  comfort  and  the  encouvageoient  of  numbers  in  all 
ages.  Jesus  Christ  is  still  the  sane  :  *^  the  same  yester- 
day, and  to-dayf  and  for  ever."*  His  tender  and  watck- 
M  solicitode  over  his  people,  his  power  and  willingness 
tosoccor  and  soatain  them,  are  stittthe  same.  Stillthen 
■my  they  beesborted  to  confide  in  the  assurance  that  ^  His 
,  grace  is  suftcioiit  for  them." 

In  this  applicatien  of  the  sobjoct,  and  with  the  view  to  a 
aaitaUe  improvement,  I  purpose, 

.     L  To  illustrate    the  Tendency    and  Meaning  of  the 
Promise* 

IL  To  point  out  the  Persons  ts  whom  the  Promise  be* 
longfi 

L  "^  Ify  grace  is  suflfcient  for  thee."  The  grace  of 
Christ,  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  most  osually  denotes 
either  thi^  rich  and  unmerited  love,  which  prompted  him  to 
undertake  the  work  of  our  redemption ;  or  that  invincible 
power,  which,  through  the  agency  of  the  Spirit,  He  exerts  for 
acGom^ishnq;  this  glorious  undertaking.  It  is  in  the  latter 
otthese  senses  that  the  expression  is  to  be  understood  in  the 
text  Christ  is  to  bis  People  the  Fountain  of  aU  spiritual 
life  and  strength..  By  his  grace  they  are  ^ickened  and  sup- 
parted.   By  his  grace  they  are  restrained,  directed,  comfort- 

•HeUxip.^ 
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•d.  Should  this  scfDrceon  anj  oeeasion  fidl  them ;  AmM 
Its  supplies  be  withdrawn  or  intercepted  ;  should  tbej  prora 
either  in  measure  or  in  force  deficient :  the  inevitable  con- 
sequences must  be  defeat,  shame,  and  apostacy.  For  ever 
then  to  preclude  all  ideas  of  such  a  failare,  tffectoaBy  to 
obviate  every  apprehension  of  such  consequences,  is  the 
evident  tendency  of  the  promise  in  the  text  It  dedares, 
that  the  Orace  of  Christ  is  sufficient  for  bis  People.  It 
implies,  that  in  every  possible  emergency,  under  aB  poosible 
circumstances,  bis  power  shall  be  adequate  to  his  People^a 
wants ;  his  strength  shall  be  made  perfect  in  their  vreak- 
ness.  Impotent  in  themselves,  they  shall  yet  '^  do  all  things 
through  Christ,  who  strengthenetfi  them.  Jhmgk  trooUed 
on  ev^ry  side,  yet  they  shall  not  be  distressed ;  thoagh 
perplexed,  yet  not  in  despair;  persecuted,  bat  not  forsak- 
en $  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed.*^ 

Such  is  the  general  meaning  of  the  promise.  Let  th« 
subject  liowever  be  further  investigated.  '  Let  some  q^eoific 
instances  be  adduced  of  the  sufficiency  of  Christ.  Let  us 
advert  to  some  of  the  leading  purposes,  for  which  his  grace 
is  sufficient  for  his  people. 

1.  It  is  sufficient  for  supporting  them  mder  trials.  The 
people  of  Christ  are  not  exempt  from  trials ;  on  flie  contra- 
ry, many  are  the  troubles  of  the  righteous.  Many  are  tha 
painful  struggles,  to  which  their  faith,  their  patience,  their  . 
constancy,  fli*e  exposed.  No  trial  however  can  befalthemf 
but  such  as  Christ  can  enable  them  to  bear.  He  can  pro- 
portion their  strength  to  tbdr  day.  He  is  not  onabquaint- 
cd  with  tiio  infirmity  of  their  nature ;  for  he  himself  took 
part  of  the  same  |  and,  sin  only  excepted,  was  ^  in  all  thin^ 
made  like  unto  his  brethren.«-fn  that  be  himself  hath  suf- 
ff  red,  being  tempted,  he  is  able  to  suocer  thetn  that  are 
tempted/'t  Does  be  then  permit  his  people  to  be  tempted  I 
A?itb  the  temptation  also  he  makes  a  way  to  escapa  Does 
he  put  the  ciip  of  sorrow  into  their  hanfc  ?  He  infuses  an 
exhilarating  cordial  into  the  bitter  draught.  Does  he  de- 
mand of  them  self-denying  privations  for  his  sake?  He 
provides  them  with  strength  adequate  to  the  arduous  doty. 
«'  ¥ou  have  heard  of  the  patience  of  Job."  Visited  witk 
eomplicated  and  ^unparalleied  afflictions,  instigated  by  the 
^rtnet  of  his  afifeetions  to  the  most  desperate  measureib 

•  2  Cor.  iv.  S,  9,         t  Hebrews,  a  17!,  W. 
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toniited  by  the  herrfUe  8ugg«8tion9^of  bis  spirUiud  eiieiiiies» 
irriUtiDd  by  the  blind  penreraeness  of  his  friends,  who,  in- 
stead  of  pouring  balm  into  bis  wounds,  by  their  unjust  in- 
sinuations cruelly  aggravated  his  sufferings,  the  holy  man 
yet  maintained  his  confidence  in  QoA,  and  in  his  patience 
possessed  bis  soul.  What  power  supported  him  in  this 
unequal  contest  I  Christ  was  sufficient  for  him.  The  Lord 
sustained  his  servant ;  and  by  the  secret  communication  of 
bis  Spirit  baffled  the  rage  and  malice  of  the  tempter.  The 
bush,  though  burning  with  fire,  was  not  consumed ;  for 
QaA  was  in  it*  What  eminent  examples  of  the  strength  of 
Christ  made  perfect  in  human  weakness,  does  that  bright  as* 
aembbige  of  distinguished  worthies^  recorded  in  the  eleventh 
chapter  of  the  Hebrews,  present  to  our  view.  What  iUus* 
trious  proofs  of  the  sufficiency  of  his  grace  are  exhibited  in 
the  primitive  Christians ;  who,  ^*  out  of  weakness  were 
made  strong ;  whOf  strengthened  with  all  might  according 
to  his  glorious  power  unto  all  patience  and  long  suffering 
with  joyfulness,''  endured  a  great  fight  of  afflictions ;  re-^ 
joiced  that  they  were  counted  worthy  to  suflbr  shame  for  his 
sake ;  and  resisted  even  unto  blood ! 

2.  The  Grace  of  Christ  is  sufficient  for  crowning  the 
feeble  efforts  of  his  People  with  success.  Arduous  and  im- 
portant are  the  services,  to  which  they  frequently  are  called. 
In  themselves  they  are  wholly  incompetent  to  the  task  as- 
signed. The  means,  which  they  possess,  are  in  all  appear- 
ance utterly  inadequate  to  the  end  pnqK>sed.  No  probable 
expectation  of  a  prosperous  issue  can  be  indulged.  But 
Christ,  by  his  Grace,  renders  them  superior  to  every 
difficulty.  Ae  inspires  them  with  courage.  He  endues 
them  with  wisdom.  He  makes  their  enemies  to  be  at  peace 
with  them.  All  hearts  are  in  his  hands.  All  events  are  at 
his  disposaL  He  imperceptibly  restrains,  overrules,  or 
firn^rates  the  Qounseb  of  their  adversaries ;  causes  their 
most  unlikely  projects  to  work  together  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  People's  wishes  ;  and  thus  in  the  weakneas  of 
the  insti*uroent8,  by  which  he  fulfils  his  purposes,  proclaims 
the  excellence  of  his  sovereign  power.  When  Moses  urged 
his  incapacity  for  the  commission  conferred  on  him  as  a  plea 
for  declining  it,  <<  What  am  I,  that  I  shall  go  unto  Pharaoh 
and  that  I  should  bring  forth  the  chHdi*en  of  Israel  out  of 
Bgypt?**— By  what  argument  ^id  the  Ler^  expose  the  futiU 
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ity  of  this  obgectioii  ?  By  a  dedaratiou  e^rab^t  wiili  thatjji 
the  text,  <<  Certaiidy  I  will  be  with  thee*''*  Wbeo  ia  iftep 
ages  obstacles,  tbe  most  rormidable  and  seemtni^  insyjperar 
ble,  opposed  the  rebuilding  of  the  Temple  j  by  what  wmum  did 
the  Lord  revive  the  hqies  of  his  servant  Zenibbabel,aMi 
vrge  him  to  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  hia  work  i  Uj  a  jntop 
jnise  corresponding  with  the  promise  iinder  review.  ^*  Not 
\ij  might,  not  by  power,  hut  by  my  spirit,  saith  tba 
Lord  of  Hosts.  Who  art  thou,  O  great  mountain  ?  Before 
Zerubbabel  thou  shalC  become  a  plain ;  and  ha  shall  bring 
forth  the  head  stone  thereof  with  shoutii^;s,  crying,  Graces 
grace  unto  iff.  In  both  these  instances  the  event  singu- 
larly evinces  the  power  of  Christ,  and  incontestihly  ahewa 
that  his  Crrace  is  suflkient  for  his  People.  Is  a  still  mora 
atriking  illustration  of  this  truth  required?  Contemplate 
the  first  preacliers  of  the  Gospel,  by  nature  timid,  by  educa- 
tion illiterate,  yet  boldly  standing  before  kings,  and  speak* 
ing  **  with  a  moutli  and  a  wisdoip,  which  not  all  their  ad- 
versaries were  able  to  gainsay  or  resist*' — unsupported  Iqr 
the  liifliiettce  of  wealth  or  authority,  yet  successfully  pro- 
pag)^ting  their  doctrines  in  opposition  to  the  pride,  the  pre- 
judices, and  the  passions  of  mankind — despised,  reviled^ 
persecuted,  yet  eventually  triumphing  over  every  fbet  and 
erecting  the  banners  of  the  cross  on  the  ruins  of  paganism 
^d  idolatry.  How  shall  we  account  for  Uus  surprising  phe- 
nomenon i  The  Lord  was  with  his  servants.  His  Grace 
was  sufficient  for  them.  His  strength  was  made  perfect  iq 
their  weakness. 

$•  The  Grace  of  Christ  is  sufficient  for  emancipating  his 
Pe<qde  from  tlie  power  of  sin.  By  nature  they  serve  sin^ 
They  obey  it  in  some  of  the  lusts  thereof  **  fulfilling  the 
desires  of  the  flesh  and  of  the  mind  ;*'  and  yield  their  mem- 
liers  as  servants  of  undeanness  and  iniquity  unto  iniqnUy. 
Ifiy  the  new  nature  indeed,  wjiich  they  have  received  from 
the  second  Adam,  the  Lord  from  heaven,  they  have  been 
led  to  discover  their  wi*etcbed  and  disgraceful  slavery,  ear- 
nestly to  long  for  dciiveranco  from  the  power  of  sin,  and 
strenuously  to  contend  against  its  usurped  dominion.  But 
while  the  spirit  is  willing,  the  flesh  is  wei^.  They  soon 
perceive  their  own  insufficiency  for  the  conflict,  flkposed 
to  the  machinations  of  a  subtle  tempter,  to  the  allurements  of 

*  B^odmh  tt-  1^  33.  t  Zecb-  !▼•  6,  7. 
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in  emiiiMing  worldf  to  the  saggestions  of  iin  evil  and  ft  de<- 
ceitfiii  keart,  they  are  soon  taught  to  fed  that  their  own 
atreagth  is  perfect  weakness.  But  In  Christ  they  may 
have  help.  His  Grace  ^  is  sufficient  for  thetn.  The  pro- 
feesed  ol^ect  of  his  incarnatibif  and  sacrifice  was  to  save  his 
people  from  their  sins :  to  rescue  them  (W>m  the  bondage  of 
spiritual  corruption ;  to  ^  redeem  them  from  all  iniquity, 
«id  purify  unto  himself  a  peculiar  peopje  kealous  of  good 
works.''  For  the  attainment  of  this  impcfrtant  object  he 
possesses  adequate  means.  He  furnishes  his  followers  with 
MitaMe  armor  for  the  fight  The  sword  of  the  Spirit, 
which  is  the  word  of  God,  Is  put  into  their  hands.  The 
ahieM  of  faith,  by  which  all  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked 
nay  be  quendbed,  is  provided  for  their  use.  Are  they  oc- 
casionally repulsed  ?  Christy  by  eflfectoal  motives,  rouses 
them  to  fresh  exertions.  Are  fhey  at  timeff  ready  to  faint  i 
With  the  hidden  manna  be  irnotates  their  exhausted  strength 
m«d  infuses  into  them  new  sptrit  and  vigor  for  the  combat 
Vhus  by  unceasing  supplies  of  his  Grace  be  enables  them  to 
Baaintain  a  successful  opposition  against  the  power  of  sin ; 
progressively  causes  them  to  trample  en  every  ^nemy,  and 
brings  them  more  and  more  into  the  glorious  liberty  of  the 
children  of  God.  It  is  this  sufficiency  of  Christ  fer  the 
sanctlfication  of  his  people,  which  is  the  fbnndation  of  that 
aaost  encouraging  promise,  **  Sin  shall  not  have  dominion 
oTor  you  i  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under  grace.^"* 
II  was  a  conviction  of  this  sufficiency,  which  supported  tiie 
mpostle  under  the  depressing  experience  of  his  inherent  de- 
pravity. **  O  wretched  man,  that  I  am  !  who  shall  ddiver 
■le  f^m  the  body  of  this  death  i  I  thank  God,  through  Je- 
sus Christ  our  Lord  !^f 

These  particulars  will  8er%e  to  Ulustrate  the  Tendency 
and  Meaning  of  the  Promise  in  the  text 

II.  I  proceed  to  point  out  the  Persons,  to  whom  the  Prom- 
ise belongs. 

In  every  exposition  of  the  promises  of  Scripture  it  is 
highly  important  that  the  persons,  to  whom  they  belong, 
should  be  distinctly  and  accurately  marked  ;  that  on  the  one 
hand,  any  presumi>tut)tts  abuse  of  the  incrcy  proclaimed  may 
be  precluded :  and  that,  on  tbe  other  hand,  those  who  are 
justly  entitled  to  the  consolation  provided,  may  be  induced 

*  Romans,  vi  14^       t  Itomiin8»'  Vs.  91,  25. 
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ti»  ap|M*opriate  it.  The  Grace  of  Chrirt  U  soflb^imt  for  H» 
People.  ThcM  are  the  pereons  to  whom  this  promise  be- 
longs. Who  then  are  his  People?  How  shall  tbej  be 
knowa  ?  By  what  distiogoifthing  featores  shall  their  rela- 
tion to  hiiDf  aod  their  consequeot  interest  in  the  propniae  b# 
.  ascertained?  Very  numerous  are  the  characteristicab,^ 
which  tlie  people  of  Christ  are  designated.  I  shall  select 
tlirec  discriminating  marks,  which  bear  a  particular  refi^- 
once  to  the  subject  under  review. 

The  first  of  these  is  <'  a  simple  and  an  avowed  dq^n)- 
ance  on  the  grace  of  Christ.*'  This  dependence  is  indeed 
inseparably  connected  with  an  interest  in  the  promise  befora 
us.  Those  onlj^  who  honor  Christ,  can  reasonably  expect 
to  be  Iionored  by  binu  Those  only,  who  rely  upon  him  for 
support,  can  entertain  a  Scriptural  hope  of  receiving  it  l^o 
whom  are  the  promises  of  strength  aad  blessiiig  given !  To 
those,  who,  in  an  utter  renunciation  of  their  own  strength, 
wait  upon  Christ ;  who  trust  and  hope  in  him.  **  Thay 
that  wait  Upon  the  Lord,  shall  ren4w  their  8trength««^Ble9- 
sed  is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  the  Lord,  and  whose  hope  the 
Lord  is.''*  Such  is  the  hope,  such  is  the  trust  of  the  per- 
sons described.  Feeling  their  own  weakness,  thejr  ^<  hava 
no  confidence  in  the  flesh."  Th^  place  no  reliance  on 
their  own  goodness,  power,  or  policy ;  on  the  uprightness  of 
tbf^ir  intentions ;  on  the  sincerity  of  their  reaolutions,  on  the 
eflkacy  of  their  etertions.  Believing  the  declarations  and 
the  pi'oiiiises  of  Christ,  they  depend  simply  on  his  Grace. 
They  know  that  **  without  him.they  can  do  nothing."  Thej 
confess,  that  **  they  are  not  sufficient  of  themselves  to  think 
any  thing  as  of  themselves  :  but  that  their  sufficiency  is  of 
God."  To  his  Grace  alone  they  unreservedly  ascribe  thetr 
past  success,  and  their  predent  attainments.  <<  By  the  grace 
of  God  we  ar^  what  we  iire — It  is  God,  who  worketh  in  oi 
both  to  wiU  and  to  do,  of  hb  good  pleasure.*'  To  the  same 
operating  cause  alone  they  look  for  future  ability,  and  fur- 
ther advancement.  **  It  is  Christ,  who  Mrengtheneth  u^.— 
Through  God  we  shall  do  valiantly  :  kfr  He  it  is^  that  shall 
ti-ead  down  our  enemies." 

Another  distinguishing  feature  in  their  character  is  ^'  a 
steady  and  conscientious  adherence  to  the  path  of  du^.^' 
Assuredly  convinced  thai  they  have  no  other  ground  of  de- 

«  htAA,  sfi.  31.      IfTiollah,  xvfi.  7. 
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pendence  but  the  Orac6  of  Christ,  thej  at  the  same  time  are 
sensible,  that  every  pretension  to  its  being  exerted  in  their 
fkvor  must  be  absolutely  abandoned,  unless  they  **  ara  found 
in  the  way  of  righteousness.^  With  what  confidence  Indeed 
could  they  rely  on  his  promised  help,  shrmid  they  be  allow- 
edly violating  his  commandments,  and  perversely  resisting 
his  wilL  Is  the  object  which  they  have  in  view,  forbidden  ? 
Are  the  temper  and  spirit,  which  they  manifest  in  the  pur- 
suit of  it,  unchristian  ?  Are  the  means,  by  which  they  aim 
to  accomplish  their  end,  unlawful  i  Under  any  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, they  cannot  look  for  divine  assistance,  nor  ex- 
pect that  the  power  of  Christ  will  be  made  perfect  in  their 
weakness.  Such  an  expectation  they  justly  deem  to  be  pre& 
sumptuous  and  vain.  If  they  would  indulge  a  hope,  that  the 
Grace  of  Christ  will  be  sufficient  for  them,  they  must  ap- 
prove their  hearts  before  him.  Hence  are  they  scrupulous- 
ly exact  in  regulating  their  conduct  by  the  law  of  God. 
To  this  perfect  standard  of  moral  excellence  they  habitually 
Tefer  their  words,  their  thoughts,  and  their  actions ;  and  dai« 
ly  strive  after  a  nearer  conformity  to  its  holy  precepts. 
Sin  is  the  enemy,  whose  dominion  they  reject  with  unfeign- 
ed  abhorrence ;  against  whose  approaches  they  guard  Mrith 
watchful  and  unceasing  solicitude :  the  enemy,  who,  if  they 
should  carelessly  expose  themselves  to  his  assaults,  and  wil- 
lingly endure  his  yoke,  would  destroy  their  peace,  would 
undermine  their  hope,  and  effectually  exclude  them  from  an 
interest  in  the  promise. 

To  these  discriminating  particulars  in  their  character 
may  be  subjoined  **  a  diligent  and  reverential  use  of  the  ap- 
pointed means  of  grace.''  Christ  in  the  whole  dispensation 
of  his  Grace,  is  free  and  uncontroled.  Neither  in  the  mode 
nor  in  the  measure  in  which  he  communicates  his  gifts,  is 
he  influenced  by  any  merits  or  pretensions  in  his  creatures. 
He  **  divideth  to  every  man  severally  as  he  will.^  At  the 
same  time  he  has  been  pleased  to  institute  certain  external 
observances,  to  the  humble  and  attentive  regard  of  which  be 
has  by  promise  annexed  a  proportionate  increase  of  spiritu- 
al blessings.  Hence  these  observances,  are  entitled  **  means 
of  grace.*'  They  are  means  by  mbich  Gince  is  imparted 
and  augmented.  In  themselves  they  ]»osses8no  inbeiwt  ef- 
ficacy, nor  any  necessary  connection  with  the  end,  to  which 
fbsy  ara  appointed.     AU  their  virtue  is  derived  from  Ibc  ap- 
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jMuitneBt  and  Um  fnmm  tf  Hi^t  mh»  hath  ^  th«  i 
of  the  Spirit/'  Being  however  appointed^  they  ai«  becona 
teaU  oC  oor  faitby  of  our  himilitjry  oC  our  obedience.  Ac-* 
oardiagly  aa  we  neglect  or  eoiploj  tbeae  inatttoted  wm$m% 
we  teatify  oar  contempt  or  oor  respect  for  the  ioatitatioiia  of 
Chrtaty  and  for  the  gifts  which  they  are  intended  to  canTigr«v 
Accordingly  as  we  naglact  or  enndoy  these  meaiiSy  will  h& 
oHT  deSoiency  or  oar  growth  in  Grace.  Christ  indeed  hai^ 
not  boond  himself  to  the  use  of  pavtiodar  means :  nor  has 
he  limited  his  choice  of  the  inatrami^nta*  to  whichy  in  fidfiU* 
11^  the  good  pleasnre  of  bis  wilU  be  m»j  think  fit  to  have 
recourse*  On  soa^  occasions*  to  demonstrate  the  sovereign- 
ty of  his  powerf  he  may*  without  the  intervention  of  the  ap- 
poialed  meana»  communicate  bia  Grace  to  man.  Bui  suck 
commnnications  we  bave  no  warrant  to  exp€cU  Throogh  thA 
ordinary  channels  only  can  we  reasonably  look  for  a  snp- 
ply  of  the  water  of  life.  In  a  diligent  and  reverential  use  of 
the  means  of  grace  alone,  can  we  confidently  hope  to  par- 
take of  that  fttloess,  which  is  treasured  op  in  Christ««-»Snck 
are  the  sentiments  of  tlie  persons  delineated.  In  conformi-. 
ty  with  these  sentiments,  what  is  tbeir  conduct  ?  "While 
with  a  simple  dependeDoe»  they  rely  on  the  Graco  of  Christ ; 
while  in  a  <:on8cientious  adherence  to  the  path  of  doty,  they 
wait  for  his  promised  help ;  they  are  also  active,  and  ear* 
nfst,  and  faithful  in  improving  the  qiportuaitiea  vouchsafed  to 
them  of  ^  workii^  oat  tbeir  own  salvation  vdth  fear  and 
trembling/'  In  an  bumble  submission  to  the  divine  ^p^int- 
meat  and  authority,  they  omit  not  the  performance  of  any 
of  those  duties,  by  which  their  souls  may  be  strengthened, 
and  refreshed.  With  seriousness  and  Jiumility  tbey  study 
the  sacred  volume.  Their  **  delight  is  in  the  law  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  his  law  do  they  meditate  day  and  night." 
They  are  conatant  and  devout  in  their  attendance  on  public 
ordinances.  *<  With  joy  do  tbey  draw  water  out  of  these 
wells  of  salvation.''  Especially  are  they  instant  in  prayer, 
in  fenent,  believing,  persevering  prayer  ;  which  penetratea. 
witltin  the  veil,  and  with  never-failing  efficacy  draws  down 
seasonable  supplies  of  strength  and  comfort  in  evei7  time  of 
need* 

Such  ai*e  tlie  discriminating  marks»  by  which,  in  refer* 
ence  to  the  subject  under  review,  the  People  of  Christ  are 
di^tiogaiBhed.     Tliey,  who  bear  these  mapks,  are  the  per-) 
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aptiBf  to  whom  Mie  promise  in  the  lert  belongs.  Who  ihm, 
AVMng  you,  my  brelhreti^  are  thffs  dlstiiigaished  ?  Who 
smong  you,  are  simply  depending  on  Christ,  are  taaking 
oonscience  of  til  your  ways»  are  diligently  wing  the  meaw 
of  Grace  ?  To  all  who  accord  with  this  description,  the  cod- 
aolatory  declaration  fs  addressed.  Ton  nay  be  safety  ex- 
horted to  confide  in  the  assarance  that  the  Orace  of  Christ  i» 
sttfficietit  for  ytra.  Appropriate  then  to  jroorsehres  the  com* 
fort,  which  this  assurance  Warrants  you  to  take.  BecoHeot 
the  purposes,  for  which  yon  may  securely  rely  on  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  promised  Grace,  and  wHh  the  apostle  **  glorjr 
in  yom*  infirmities  that  the  power  of  Christ  may  rest  vpoa 
you.*^ 

1.  Let  a  consciousness  of  yoor  interest  in  the  promise 
inspire  yon  witli  fortitude  under  every  trial.  It  may  be 
that  you  stand  greatly  in  need  of  the  support,  which  this 
consdoosness  is  calculated  to  convey.  Perhaps  yon  are 
called  to  encounter  trials  singulariy  heavy.  Tour  way  is 
daiit  and  intricate.  Afflictions  of  no  ordinary  kind  or  mag« 
nituda  gather  round  your  paths,  and  threaten  to  overwhdsi 
joo  with  an  intolerable  weight  Tou  are  exposed  in  a  pe- 
culiar manner  to  the  sedoctive  smiles,  or  to  the  terrifying 
frowns  of  tlie  world.  Tou  are  filled  with  anxious  fears  fbr 
your  safety^  Tou  are  ready  to  sink  under  the  burden.  Be 
not  discouraged.  Christ  will  give  you  strength.  He  wiH 
not  lay  more  upon  you  than  he  wiR  enable  yoa  to  bear. 
'*  Fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thee  :  be  not  dismayed,  for  I  am 
thy  Grod.  I  will  strengthen  thee :  yea,  I  will  help  thee : 
yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  With  the  right-hand  of  my  right* 
eousness.'' — Perhaps,  while  supported  under  present  troa* 
bles,  you  are  dejected  with  gloomy  apprehensions  of  fotnre 
trials.  When  you  hear  of  the  sufferings  which  many  ami* 
nent  servants  of  Christ  have  at  times  endured,  you  are  ready 
to  exclaim,  *  Should  similar  suflRirings  be  reserved  for  ns^ 
we  shall  surely  fall.'  Dismiss  such  unreasonable  apprehen- 
sions. We  admire,  it  is  true,  the  many  illustrious  in- 
stances of  patient  fortitude,  and  heroic  magnanimity,  which 
the  history  of  the  chnrch  exhibits.  They  are  set  forth  for 
our  admiration :  but  they  are  not  set  forth  for  our  discour- 

,         agement     Did  the  patriarchs,  did  the  prophets,  did  the 
noble  army  of  martyrs,  stand  in  the  day  of  trial  ?  They 

,        ftopd  qot  in  their  own  strength.    They  could  no  more  have 
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^ood  in  llietr  own  fitronglk,  than  yem  wder  aimlhm  €» 
cnmitancfSf  oouM  stand  in  yonrs.  It  was  tiie  Omca  ^t 
Christ,  whkh  sostafaMd  them*  Is  not  the  sauM  Grace  en* 
gaged  to  sosUin  yon  7  They  foand  it  soflkimt.  Shall  not 
yoo  find  it  snilcient  ?  Yes,  most  aasnredly.  ^  As  yanr  day 
iSf  so  shall  joar  strength  he.— In  all  these  things  yon  ahaft 
he  more  than  conqncrors»  through  himy  who  loTeth  ^-an.^ 
Be  then  of  good  conrage.  Stablish  your  hearts.  *^ 
in  the  Lord  always,  and  agaln»  I  say,  rejoice.'' 

S.  Let  a  sense  of  your  interest  in  this  gradona 
quicken  and  invigorate  your  exertions  in  the  arnrke  of 
Christ  Ardent,  it  may  he,  is  your  desire  oT  promoting 
his  cause  in  the  world.  Many  are  the  plans  which  yoa  do* 
Tise  for  advancing  his  kingdom  and  glory.  Bat  (braddaUe 
ohstades  threaten  to  prevent  your  success.  Difl&cnltica» 
seemingly  insurmountable,  obstruct  the  aceomplishnMiit  ot 
your  designs.  Gladly  would  you  employ  your  ii 
your  diilities,  in  reforming  aboMs,  in  checking  the 
of  ungodliness,  in  turning  sinners  from  the  error  of  their 
ways.  But  you  feel  >our  own  strength  ittcoaq>eteat  tor  the 
attainment  of  theae  ends.  Tour  feeble  efforts  are  insufficiettt 
to  contend  with  the  tide  of  authority,  of  prejudice^  oC  pas- 
sion, by  which  they  are  opposed.  Too  are  didieartened 
and  dismayed.  Ton  are  tempted  to  desist  from  your  en- 
deavors, and  in  despondency  to  hide  your  talent  in  the  earth. 
Call  to  mind  then  the  promise  in  the  text  Becoilect  that 
<<  the  weapons  of  your  warfwre  are  not  carnal,  but  m^bty 
through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strong  holds.''  Ad- 
mit that  your  adversaries  are  strong.  Stronger  is  H^  that 
is  witii  you.  Admit  that  iq  yourselves  you  are  weak. 
**  Hath  not  Gtod  chosen  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  cosi- 
found  the  mighty  ?"  Go  forth  in  the  strength  ot  tiM  Lord. 
If  bis  glory  be  ultinrntely  connected  wiUi  thesacoefls  of  year 
designs,  no  weapon  formed  against  yon  shaU  proqpo*.  Ms 
Grace  shall  be  sufficient  for  you.  In  his  time,  thraagh  hia 
power,  all  impediments  shall  be  removed.  **  Ev^  bmmui- 
tain  and  hill  shall  be  made  low :  and  the  crooked  shaU  ke 
made  straight,  and  the  rough  places  plain." 

Perhaps  your  sphere  of  usefulness  is  more  retired  attd 
eontracted.  Ton  possess  not  the  means  ^  promoting  great 
and  comprehensive  plans.  The  object  of  your  exerliftts  in 
the  service  of  Christ  is  of  a  private  and  limited  natarei  Tkf 
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salMtiM  «f  a  bdoved  parent,  tho  recovery  of  a  lost  child 
irom  mn  to  Ciod^  or  the  instruction  of  a  poor*  an  unenlight- 
ened neighbor*  is  the  point  to  which  your  efforts  are  direct* 
•d.  Hittierto  your  attempts  have  proved  ineffectual.  Fresh 
diflScolties  arise,  and  seem  for  ever  to  preclude  the  attain- 
neot  of  your  wishes.  Tou  have  thoughts  of  discontinuing 
jottf  exertions.  Discontinue  them  not.  Christ  can  render 
then  auccessfuL  liDt  the  experience  of  your  own  weakness 
lead  you  more  simply  to  depend  on  his  promised  sufficiency. 
Be  mi  discouraged  at  repeated  disappointments.  Persist 
ia  your  pious  work.  Plant  and  water :  and  Grod,  when  he 
fees  fit*  will  give  the  increase.  Nay,  should  even  liis  bless- 
ing eventually  be  witliholden  ;  should  the  specific  object  of 
your  desires  (ail  of  being  accomplished;  still  your  labor 
will  not  have  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord.  Tour  prayer  will 
retmra  into  your  own  bosom.  Tour  **  work  of  faith,  and 
labor  of  love,  and  patience  of  hope,"  will  be  abundantly  re- 
oonqpensed  in  that  day>  when  the  Lord  *<  shall  make  up  his 
jewels." 

3.  Let  a  consciousness  of  your  interest  in  this  promise 
sustain  and  animate  you  io  the  conflict  against  sin.  It  Is 
possible,  that  the  work  of  sanctification  advances  far  less 
rapidly  than  you  bad  hoped.  When  you  had  expected  to 
liave  enjoyed  perfect  freedom^  and  to  have  run,  without  re- 
^raint  in  tlie  way  of  God*s  commaodments ;  you  find  the 
power  of  sin  to  be  strong  within  you.  Tou  encounter  much 
opposition  from  its  secret  workings.  Habits^  tempers,  and 
passionsy  which  you  bad  thought  subdued,  at  times  revive, 
and  thr»Etteo  to  recover  tbeir  loot  dominion :  while  coldness, 
deadness,  and  indifference  to  the  things  of  God,  occasionally 
invade  your  soul ;  and  seem  for  a  season  to  suspend  ail 
^ritual  life  and  feeling.  Under  this  distressing  experi- 
ence of  remaining  weakness  and  corruptiont  you  are  filled 
with  disquietude  and  fears«  Tou  are  apprehensive,  that  you 
are. engaged  in  an  unequal  contest:  that,  notwithstanding 
all  your  efforts  yon  will  one  day  fail,  and  with  augmented 
idiame  and  guilt  will  relapse  under  the  power  of  sin.  Are 
these  your  fears  ?  Behold  the  promise  in  the  text  The 
Lord  JesoB  Christ,  **  who  died,  yea,  who  is  risen  again." 
for  your  salvation,  baa  declared,  that  **  his  grace  is  suffi- 
cient for  you."  Is  He  a  man,  that  he  should  lie  ?  Hath  He 
itid,  and  will  he  not  do  it  ?  b  He  nut  able  to  keep  that 
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wbkh  yoo  have  coinmitted  to  bha,  able  to  perfbnh  the  |t;ootf 
vork  which  he  has  begun  in  yon  ?  Be  not  faithless,  bat  be- 
lieving. Assured  or  support  in  every  time  of  need,  con- 
tend with  renewed  exertion  against  every  foe.  ^  Looking; 
uato  JesuSf^  you  shall  find  his  strength  made  perfect  in  yoitr 
weakness.  In  an  unshaken  reliance  on  his  foithfalness  aYid 
power,  you  may  now  adopt  the  exulting  language  of  th^r 
church,  **  Rejoice  not  against  mc,  O  mine  enemy,  when  I 
fan,  I  shall  arise.^  Hereafter  you  shall  sing  the  song  of 
Moses  and  of  tite  Lamb,  in  those  mansions  of  eternal  rest 
and  peace ;  w  here  the  body  of  sin  shall  be  utterly  cast  olT; 
and  all  those  enemies,  which  now  afflict  and  persecote  yow 
soul,  shall  **  be  seen  no  more  forever.^ 

But  there  is  yet  another  description  of  persons,  whom,  in 
conclusion,  I  would  seriously  address.  They  are  such  aa 
presume  to  vindicate  the  habitual  and  unrestrained  gratifii> 
cation  of  tlietr  corrupt  propensities  on  the  plea  of  inability 
to  subdue  them.  *  Our  natures,'  they  cry,  *  are  weak  |  out 
passions  strong.  Temptations  continually  occur,  and 
assault  OS  with  a  violence,  which  we  are  unable  to  resist. 
We  pretend  not  to  justify  our  practices  :  we  wi^h,  that  we 
could  abstain  from  tlie  indulgence  of  them  :  but  it  is  useless 
to  contend,  where  there  is  no  prospect  of  victory.'  How  com* 
plctely  docs  the  truth  which  has  been  discussed,  expose  the 
vanity  of  such  attempts  to  palliate  ungodliness  !  Whatever 
may  be  your  natural  incapacity  for  yielding  your  members 
as  instruments  of  righteousness  unto  God.  Christ  declares, 
that  his  Grnce  is  HufBclent  for  you.  He  offers  to  supply 
you  with  strength  adequate  to  your  utmost  need.  He  pro- 
mises, tliat  if  you  faithfully  employ  the  means,  which  he 
puis  within  your  reach,  **  his  strength  shall  be  made  perfect 
in  your  weakness."  With  such  offers  of  Salvation,  with 
such  assurances  of  success,  do  you  still  remain  the  wretched 
slaves  of  sin  ?  The  reason  is  obvious.  You  do  not  wish  to 
be  free.  You  secretly  love  the  chains  which  you  affect  to 
deplore.  In  your  hearts  you  prefer  the  bondage  of  Satan 
to  the  yoke  of  Christ. — But  carry  forwai-d  your  thoughts 
to  that  awful  day,  when  you  Khali  stand  before  his  judg- 
ment-seat. At  tliat  dread  tribunal,  when  the  secrets  of  all 
hearts  shall  be  disclosed,  will  you  dare  to  urge  your  inabili- 
ty to  subdue  your  corruptions,  as  a  vindication  of  your  ha- 
bitual iudulgeupe  of  tiiem  ?  Will  not  conscience  stop  jw\t 
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Hioiithi  oad  anticipato  tbe  answer  of  yoor  oflTended  Judge  2 
^  Thou  slothful  and  wicked  servant,  hadst  thou  really  desir- 
ed deliverance  from  the  servitude  of  sin,  was  not  I  ready  to 
deliver  thee  ?  Did  not  I  counsel  thee  to  come  to  me  for 
l^p  2  When  didst  thou  ever  earnestly  pray  for  my  asssis* 
tance  1  Out  of  Uiine  own  mouth  will  I  judge  thee.  Thoa 
l^U)we6t  that  thou  wast  weak  :  why  didst  thou  not  come  to 
me  to  strengthen  thee  ?  My  Gracey  if  thou  hadst  sought  it, 
would  have  been  sufficient  for  thee.  Think  not,  ky  vain 
excuses^  to  bide  thy  guilt  Bind  him  hand  and  foot,  and 
cast  him  into  outer  darkness :  there  shall  be  weeping  and 
gnashing  of  teeth/ 

With  what  shame,  with  what  anguish  and  dismay,  will 
this  dreadful  sentence  overwhelm  you !  Bless  (Sod !  then, 
that  you  may  yet  escape  it !  Bless  God  !  my  brethren,  that 
his  mercy  is  not  yet  exhausted  towards  you  !  Still  Christ 
invites  you  to  come  to  him,  and  holds  out  the  golden  seep- 
tre  of  his  love.  Still  there  is  in  him  a  sufficiency  of  Grace 
for  all  your  wants.  Continue  not  the  weak  and  helpless 
slaves  of  sin,  when  you  may  become  '^  strong  in  the  Lord, 
and  in  the  power  of  his  mighf  Let  him  not  have  occasion 
at  last  to  say  of  you,  **  All  day  long  have  I  stretched  out 
my  hands  unto  a  disobedient  and  gainsaying  people.'' 


SERMON  XLVt 

Uezekiah's  Fall  considered  and  Appliedi 

S   CH&OXIOLBSy  xxxti.   61. 

Honobeit  in  the  business  of  the  ambassadors  of  the  princes  of 
Sdbylont  icho  sent  unto  him  to  enquire  of  the  wonder,  that 
was  done  in  tlie  land,  Ood  left  him  to  try  him,  that  he  might 
know  all  tiiat  was  in  his  heart. 

AMONG  the  examples  of  singular  and  exalted 
piety  recorded  in  the  Scriptures,  Uezekiah,  king  of  Judab, 
occupies  a  (Ustinguislied  place.     Remarkably   decisive  are 
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tlie  attcstattoBs  in  his  favor.     ^He  did  that  wliicb  was 
pigbt  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  ttiat  DavU 
bis  father  did.     He  tmsted  in  the  Lord  God  of  brad,  00 
that  after  him  vas  none   like  bira  among  all  the  Un^  of 
Judab,  nor  any  that  were  before  him.     For  be  dave  t6  tte 
Lord,  and  departed  not  from  following  bim»  bat  kapt  Ma 
commandments,  which  the  Lord  commanded  Mosea.*^  But 
while  such  are  the  declarations  rejecting  this  piova  aitd 
exemplary  king ;  be  is  not  therefore   represented  as  free 
from  imperfection.  A  veil  is  not  studiously  drawn  over  those 
parts  of  his  character  which  are  less  capable  of  bearing  oc- 
aminaiion.     With  an  impartial  regard  to  troth,  the  inspired 
penmen  i*e|iort  one  instance  of  grievous  declension  in  this 
eminent   scr\'ant  of  God  :  they  specify  one  occasion,  on 
which  Hezckiab  **  rendered  not  again  according  to  the  bene- 
lit  done  unto  him  ;  for  his  heart  was  lifted  up.**     It  is  this 
occasion,  to  which  the  text  refers  :  when,  **  in  the  business 
of  the  ambassadors  of  the  pi-inccsof  Babylon,  who  sent  unto 
Lim  to  enquire  of  the  wonder,   that  was  done  iu  the  land^ 
Gud  left  him  to  try  him,  that  be  might  know  all  that  was  in 
his  heart.*'     Of  this  humiliating  event  in  Hezckiah's  life,  the 
pai-ticulai-s  are  i*ecorded  in  three  different  places  of  Scrip- 
tuir  :  but  I  have  selected  the  account  here  given,  because  of 
the  peculiar  insight  which  it  affords  into  this  extraordinary 
trui)SH(  tlon.     While  the  other  relations,  with  greater  ex- 
actikcsH,  describe  the  nature  and  the  aggravation  of  his  sin, 
this  pasnage  admits  us  into  the  interior  of  this  mysterious 
affair  ;  dibclollbs  tlie  secret  springs  of  action  ;  and  tbvs  lays 
opi'i!  a  much  wider  field  for  useful  and  instructive  applica- 
liuii.     1  shall  however  so  far  avail  myself  of  the  circum- 
fttaiicesy  wlilcb  are  stated  in  other  idaces,  as  may  be  necessary 
tor  illubtinting  tlie  subject.    After  having  first  briefly  shown 
the  nature  and  the  aggravation  of  Hexefciah*s  Fall,  I  shall 
h'uii  you  to  contemplate  the  pailicular  view  of  it  exhibited  in 
the  text. 

1.  All  sin  originates  in  the  heart.  ^  Out  of  the  evil  trea- 
sure  of  liis  lieart,  an  evil  man  bringeth  forth  evil  things.^ — 
Out  of  the  heart  pi'oceed  evil  thoughts,  murders,  adulteries, 
i'onrKution.s,  thefts,  false  witness,  blasphemiea.*^  Tlie  mdl- 
tiplicd  uickcHliK-ss  of  nien^s  lives  results  from  the  corrupt 
atid  caitmi  principle  in  tlieir  hearts.     At  the  same  time, 

•  2Kjngs,xvjiLS.5.  r. 
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tbiif  principle  docs  not  on  all  occasions  equally  manUiEi^t  i^ 
•elf  in  the  outward  conduct.  Some  of  its  evil  effects  are. 
more  immediately  confined  to  the  heart;  effects,  however* 
which  are  not  on  that  account  less  offensive  and  malignant 
in  their  nature.  Such  was  tlie  sin  of  Uezekiab.  It  did 
not,  like  that  of  David,  break  forth  into  gross  and  external 
violatiQas  of  the  divine  law  ;  but  it  betrayed  itself  in  the  in- 
dulgence of  secret  pride»  in  the  gratification  of  a  vain-gluri- 
oos  spirit^  in  an  idolatrous  exaltation  of  the  creature  above 
the  Creators     Hezekiab's  **  heart  was  lifted  up.*'"*^ 

But  the  particular  nature  of  his  $in  will  be  more  clearly 
discerned,  if  we  advert  to  the  occasion  of  his  FalL  Bcro- 
dach  Baladan,  king  of  Babylon,  having  beard  of  Uez^kiah's 
sickness,  and  of  the  remarkable  circumstances  attending  it, 
sent  ambassadors  to  Jerusalem  with  letters  and  a  present^ 
•  to  congratulate  him  on  his  recovery,  and  to  enquire  concern- 
ing  the  wonder  that  had  been  done  in  the  land.  Pleased 
with  these  flattering  expi«edsions  of  attention  and  respect 
from  so  great  a  monarch,  and  elated  with  a  sense  of  his  own 
importance,  Uezekiab  received  tlie  ambassadors  with  the 
noststudied  magnificence ;  and,  in  the  fulness  of  bis  hearty 
ostentatiously  displayed  to  tbem  the  whole  wealth  and  power 
of  bis  kingdom.  He  *^  hearkened  unto  them,  and  shewed  them 
all  the  house  of  his  precious  things,  the  silver  add  the  gold 
and  the  spices,  and  t;he  precious  ointment,  and  all  the  house 
of  his  armor,  and  all  that  was  found  in  bis  treasures  :  there 
was  notliing  in  his  house,  nor  in  all  his  dominion^  that 
Hezekiah  shewed  them  noCf  Such  an  unreserved  dis- 
closure of  his  riches  and  resources  to  the  ministers  of  a 
foreign  court,  might  probably  be  an  in^litic  proceeding, 
prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  his  kingdom  :  a  proceeding, 
therefore,  which  in  itself  was  highly  culpable.  But  it  was 
the  spirit  by  which  he  was  actuated,  that  rendered  tlie  dis- 
closure particularly  sinful.  In  making  this  pom[>ous  exhi* 
bition  of  his  treasures,  ho  sought  his  ow;i  glory,  and  not 
the  Lord's.  Instead  of  giving  to  Grod  the  honor  due  unto 
his  name,  he  aimed  to  exalt  himself  to  ajgment  his  awn 
importance  in  the  eyes  of  his  noble  visitors,  and  to  ins|)ire 
tbem  with  an  admiration  of  his  wisdom  and  prowess  ;  as  if 
^'  his  power  and  the  might  of  his  arm   had  gotten  him  tbia 

•  2  ChroD,  zxsOL  35.       f  3  Kings,  zx.  1^ 
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wealth.*^  Socfa  was  the  yain-gldrious  princiiik  irbkh  oft 
^  thk  occasion  dictated  bis  condoct  What  was  its  manifest 
tendency  ?  It  was  obviouslj  calculated  to  erase  every  seri* 
ous  impression,  which  a  recital  of  the  wonder  that  hid  heea 
done  in  the  land,  might  hare  made  on  these  heathen  stran- 
gers. It  was  <divionsly  calculated  to  confirm  them  in*a  con- 
Tiction,  that  the  kings  of  Jadah,  notwithsbsuiding  their  8h« 
perior  pretensions  to  the  knowledge  and  favor  of  thetr«« 
Clod,  in  reidity  neither  possessed  nor  avowed  any  better 
sources  of  protection  and  prosperity,  than  the  kings  of  other 
nations  enjoyed ;  bat>  like  them,  confided  for  socress  os 
their  policy  and  their  arms^  on  the  wfaidom  of  their  connstls 
and  the  multitude  erf  their  chariots,  instead  of  resting  their 
dependence  on  the  Lord  Jehovah. 

We  here  perceive  the  nature  of  HezekiahV  8tn«     Let  m 
fbrther  consider  how  greatly  his  offence  was  aggravated  by 
the  circumstances  under  whkh  it  was  committed.     It  is  ex^ 
pressly  stated  that  <'  he  rendered  not  again  according  to  th^ 
benefit  done  unto  him.''     His  whole  life  had  been  an  unin- 
terrupted succession  of  great  and  distinguished  mercies. 
^  The  Lord  had  been  with  him :  and  he  had  prospered 
whithersoever  he  had  gone  forth.''     But  in  addition  to  these 
general  blessihgs  conferred  on  him,  ht  had  lately  etperien- 
oed  a  most  remarkable  proof  of  the  divine  interposition  in 
his  favor.     When  afflJcted  with  a  iatal  disorder,  in  answer 
to  his  earneist  supplications,  he  had  been  wonderfully  raised 
from  the  bed  of  sickness ;  had  received  a  promise^  that  the 
apace  of  fifteen  years  should  be  added  to  his  days  j  and>  for 
the  stronger  confirmation  of  his  faith,  had  been  Csivored  witli 
a  miraculous  sign  :  for  at  his  request  **  the  almdow  bad  been 
brought  backward  ten  deg^rees,  by  which  it  had  gone  down 
in  the  dial  of  Ahaz."     Suitebfy  affected  with  this  fresh  in« 
stance  of  the  Lord's  goodness,  Hezekiah  in  the  most  lively- 
terms  had  testified  his  gratitude,  and  in  a  sdngof  thanksgiv^- 
ing,  expressly  composed  for   the  purpose,  had  declared  his 
resolution  of  devoting  to  the  Lord  the  residue  of  that  life, 
which  bad  thus  been  **  delivered  from  the  pit  of  corruption." 
Under  .such  circumstances,  after  so  signal  a  mercy  voqch- 
safod  to  him  :  after  so  solemn  and  recent  a  profession  of  hi  s 
peculiar  obligations  to  the  Almighty  ;  on  an  occasion  which 
so  directly  recalled  these  events  to  his  memory,  and  so  im- 
periously i-equtt'cd  him  to  give  God  the  glory,  was  Hezeki- 
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9lVs  heart  lifted  up  ?  How  greatly  does  the  pecoiiarity  of  faU 
aitaation  enhance  the  sinfulness  of  his  conduct !  What  in- 
creasing discoveries  are  thus  obtained  of  the  malignant  aad  ' 
aggravated  nature  of  his  offence  ! 

U.  1  lead  you  to  contemplate  the  particular  view  of  this 
transaction  exhibited  in  the  text* 

Hitherto  we  have  seen  only  the  surface  of  the  matter, 
Iiet  OS  now  explore  its  secret  depths.     We  have  seen  the 
nature  aud  the  aggravation  of  Hezekiah's  sin.     But  how 
can    we  account  for  his  transgpression  ?  The  profane^  the 
Tain-glorious  spirit  betrayed  in  this  part  of  his  conduct^  is 
directly  contrary  to  that  illustrious  piety  which  marks  his 
general  character.     We  should  rather  have  thought  that  the 
-very  circumstances,  which  so  greatly  increase  his  sin,  would 
have  operated  ^  prevent  the  comnpission  of  it     Surely  some 
adequate  cause  must  exist  for  the  production  of  so  extraor- 
dinary an  effect.     To  develops  this  cause,  let  us  tufn  our 
eyes  on  the  text.     There  we  shall  find  the  mystery  unrav- 
elled.    There  we  shall  find  the  inspired  writer  assigningf 
^is  the  {immediate  preparatory  step  to  Heasekiah's  Fall,  that 
in  this  ^^  .business  of  the  ambassadors,  Qod  left  him."     God^ 
on  this  occasion,  withdrew  the  supporting  influence  of  his 
Spirit,  ^nA  for  a  season  left  his  servant  to  the  efforts  of  bis 
natural  strength.     Thus  left,  Hezekiab  fell.     Deprived  of 
divine  assistance,  be  speedily  sullied  the  lustre  of  his  former 
character,  sind  became  an  easy  prey  to  the  machinations  of 
i^at  watchful  enemy,  who  ^^  goeth  about  seeking  whom  he 
inay  idevoor,'^ — But  according  to  this  statement,  do  we  not 
irepresent  the  Lord  hinpsdf  as  the  cause  of  Hezekiah's  Fail  ? 
When  we  say  that  Hezekiah  sinned  in  consequence  of  his 
lieing  left  by  God,  do  we  not  make  God  the  author  of  the 
fiin  I  Qod  forbid  |  ^<  I^t  no  man  say,  when  he  is  tempted,  I 
^im  tempted  of  Qod  :  for  God  cannot  be  tenipted  with  evil, 
neither  temptetb  he  aiiy  man.     But  every  man  is  tempted, 
'when  he  is  drawn  away  of  his  own  lost,  and  enticed.''*  Here 
lay  the  caiise,  the  true,  the  sole  cause  of  Heaekiah's  sin. 
f '  He  was  drawn  away  of  his  own  lust,  and  enticed.''  -  His 
attempt,  on  this  Qcciision,  to  magnify  hiniself,  and  to  seek 
^lis  own  glory  in  preference  to  (}od'Sy  resulted  from  the  se- 
cret workings  of  pride,  from  the  suggestions  of  a  sinful  an4 
^n  idolatrous  self-love. 
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What  a  striking  illastratton  is  thas  incidentally  presented 
to  us  of  man's  depravity  and  weakness^  and  of  his  utter  ina- 
bilitf  by  natare  to  maintain  the  life  of  faith,  and  communion 
with  God !  It  is  only  by  the  continual  supply  of  the  Spirit  of 
Jesus  Christy  that  this  life,  this  communion,  can  be  preserv* 
ed.  Let  the  aid  of  divine  grace  be  withdrawn,  or  suspend^ 
ed,  and  man's  strength  becomes  ]>erfect  weakness.  We  see 
that  this  was  the  case  with  Hezekiah.  No  sooner  did  God 
leave  him,  than  his  **  heart  was  lifted  up."  No  sooner  was' 
the  barrier  removed,  than  the  stream  rushed  with  impetuos- 
ity into  the  channel  of  sin.— Let  us  not,  however,  be  satis- 
fied with  merely  contemplating,  or  even  commiserating  this 
instance  of  human  imbecility.  Let  us  bring  home  to  our- 
selves the  truth  of  which  we  are  thus  forcibly  reminded. 
Let  us  remember,  that  such  as  Hezekiah,  by  nature  was, 
such  also  are  we.  "  As  in  water,  face  answereth  to  face,  so 
tlif  heart  of  man  to  man."*  Was  Hezekiah  naturally  de- 
praved and  weak.?  So  are  we.  Was  he  utterly  unable  of 
himself  to  persist  in  a  course  of  holy  obedience?  So  are 
wo  In  the  very  moment,  in  which  GUhI  left  biro,  did  he 
fall  ?  In  the  very  moment,  in  which  God  leaves  us,  we  must 
a8sui*edly  fall  also. — But  perhaps,  you  question  tbe  truth  of 
this  assertion.  You  entertain  a  more  favorable  opinion  of 
your  own  strength  than  this  representation  will  justify. 
You  think,  that  though  left  to  yourselves,  you  shall  not  cer- 
tainly fall.  So  probably  would  Hezekiah  have  thought,  had 
he  been  forewarned  of  his  approaching  danger.  So  Peter 
did  think,  when  admonished  of  the  temptation  by  which  he 
would  be  speedily  overcome.  But  we  know,  in  the  former 
instance,  how  vain  such  confidence  would  have  been  :  wq 
know,  in  the  latter,  how  vain  it  actually  was.  On  what 
grounds  then^can  yon  indulge  the  hope,  that  your  confidence 
would  be  better  placed,  or  that  your  ability  in  the  day  of 
trial  would  be  greater  ?  The  Scriptures,  with  the  apparent 
design  of  utteriy  extinguishing  every  such  faUacious  hope, 
present  to  us  the  examples  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  ser- 
vants of  God,  not  only  falling,  whenever  they  were  left  to 
themselves,  but  falling  in  those  very  points  where  we  should 
conceive  them  to  have  been  most  firmly  established,  and  least; 
in  danger  of  falling.  Abraham,  who  is  so  highly  extolled  as 
an  illustrious  pattern  of  faith,  is  in  two  sevend  instances 
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described  as  guilty  of  singular  unbelief.  Moses,  tbe  meek* 
est  man  on  earth,  is  represented,  on  one  remariuible  occa- 
sion, as  ^*  speaking  unadvisedly  with  his  lips/'  Did  these 
distinguished  characters  fall  ?  Surely  we  cannot  be  guilty 
of  such  presumption  as  to  hope,  that  we  shall  stand.  What 
evil  then  have  we  so  much  reason  to  dread  and  deprecate,  as 
tbe  withdrawing  of  God's  preventing  grace  7  How  great 
need  have  we  constantly  to  pray,  *  O  God,  make  clean  our 
heart  witliin  us ;  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  us  !* 
But  furtlter,  while  the  text  unfolds  the  cause  of  Hezeki- 
ah's  Fall,  it  furnishes  an  additional  insiglit  into  this  extra- 
ordinary event.  It  not  only  tenches  us,  that  his  sin  was  tlie 
consequence  of  his  being  left  in  that  particular  instance  to 
himself;  but  it  also  discloses  to  us  the  secret  reasons  of  tite 
divine  conduct  in  thus  permitting  him  for  a  season  to  be 
overcome.  God  icK  him  "  to  try  him  ;*'  to  put  his  strength 
and  piety  to  the  proof.  And  for  what  purpose  ?  "  That  he 
might  know  all  that  was  in  his  heart''  On  comparing  this 
expression  with  other  passages  of  Scripture,  in  which  it  is 
iised,  as  well  as  with  a  variety  of  places  in  which  a  similar 
language  is  employed,  we  must  be  led  to  understand  it,  as 
primarily  referring  to  God,  and  spoken  of  Him  after  the 
manner  of  men.  The  Lord  ^*  left  his  servant  to  try  him, 
that  he  might  know,"  that  by  this  experiment  he  miglit  de- 
tect, expose  ^nd  bring  to  light,  ^  all  that  was  in  his  heart." 
Was  it,  however,  for  the  Lord's  information  that  tliis  trial 
was  required  ?  No.  He  knows  what  is  in  man,  and  needs 
not  any  trial  to  discover  it  to  him.  He  had  a  wise  and  a 
merciful  design  in  this  dispensation.  It  was  Hezekiah's 
good  which  the  experiment  was  intended  to  promote.  It 
was  for  Ids  information  that  the  disclosure  was  really  made. 
To  him  therefore  the  expression  may,  in  a  sec^dary  sense,, 
be  applied.  He  was  on  this  occasion  left  and  tried,  that  <<  he 
himself"  might  know  all  that  was  in  his  heart :  that  thus 
he  might  attain  to  a  deeper  and  more  humbling  conviction 
of  his  own  weakness  and  wickedness,  than  he  had  hitherto 
felt  ;  and  become  more  sensibly  acquainted  with  the  power 
and  activity  of  that  radical  corruption,  of  which  be  bad 
hitherto  entertained  a  comparatively  inadeqnate  conception. 
Severe,  indeed,  was  the  discipline,  by  which  this  knowledge 
was  obtained.  Painful  must  have  been  tbe  emotions  of  his 
piind,  bitter  his  self-reproaches,  when,  under  a  sense  of  his 
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aggravated  guiltf  he  ''  hambled  himseir  for  tbe  pride  ef  his 
h»arf  Heavy  and  afflicting  were  tbe  judgiMiita  wlnck 
he  beard  denounced,  as  the  confleqaences  of  hia  traosgres* 
aion.  But  still  the  eflPect  was  doubtless  salutary.  So  e^ 
aential  to  our  real  happiness  is  an  enlarged  experience  of 
oor  Inherent  depravity,  that  it  is  cheaply  purchased  at  tbe 
price  of  even  the  heaviest  mental  suiTerings.  And  tbe  more 
ve  really  know  of  our  own  hearts,  the  more  we  abaU  be 
convinced  that  it  is  a  knowledge  the  most  important  aidL. 
profitable. 

Nothing  but  a  deep  sense  of  our  natural  dqpravity  can 
effectnally  destroy  our  vain  self-confidence,  and  can  excite  us 
to  a  dUigent  use  of  those  means  which  are  essential  to  oar 
growth.in  grace,  aud  to  oor  perseverance  in  wtlMoji^* 
Without  the  constant  exercise  of  watchfalness  over  oor 
hearts,  and  of  prayer  for  the  divine  assistance,  the  ^iritoal 
life  cannot  bo  maintained  in  the  soul.  But  by  what  i^equate 
motive  shall  we  be  impelled  to  the  discharge  of  these  duties, 
without  feeling  tho  necessity  of  havihg  recourse  to  tbcm  ? 
What  precautions  shall  we  be  induced  to  take  against  tbe  at- 
tacks of  an  enemy,  of  whose  \ery  existence  we  possibly 
doubt ;  of  whose  power,  at  least,  we  entertain  very  limited 
notions  ?  Let  these  notions,  however,  be  corrected,  and  the 
^effect  will  instantly  appear.  Let  us  dread  the  assaults  of  an 
advcrsar}',  and  we  shall  make  every  preparation  against 
him.  Let  us  acquire  an  experimental  knowledge  of  our  in- 
herent corruption,  of  the  strength  and  malignity  of  the  dis- 
order, and  the  result  will  be  obvious.  We  shall  regard  oar 
heart  with  a  holy  jealousy,  with  an  habitual  distrust  Aware 
pf  its  deceitful  nature,  we  shall  listen  with  suspicion  to  its 
Hiost  solemn  promises,  its  most  earnest  protestatioos.  We 
shall  studiously  examine  the  secret  motives  of  qur  conduct 
We  shall  sedulously  avoid  those  places  aud  practices  which 
are  most  likely  to  prove  a  snare  to  us^  to  fan  the  latent 
spark  into  a  flame.  Especially  feeling  our  continual  need  oF 
supi>ort  from  above,  we  shall  be  instant  iq  prayer  for  a  sop- 
ply  of  the  grace  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  we  shall  fiear  to 
resist  and  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  sliall  labor 
by  all  the  means  in  our  power  to  ensure  his  presence,  and 
to  promote  his  influence  in  our  souls.  Such  it  may  be  justly 
presumed,  were  the  blessed  fruits  which  Hezekiah  derived 
from  tbe  increasiug  knowledge  of  the  deceitfulness  and  de%r 
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perate  wiekedness  of  bis  heart  He  would  now  learn  to 
watch  aiid  pt*ay  against  temptation  with  greater  earnestness 
and  circumspection  than  formerly:  while  the  additional 
(Comfort,  and  the  sensible  progress  in  holiness^  which  must 
necessarily  accrue  from  a  more  diligent  use  of  the  means  of 
grace,  would  had  him  with  augmented  fervor  to  adore  that 
perfection  of  wisdom  and  mercy,  which  bad  thus  educed 
l^d  out  of  efiU  and  had  graciously  over-ruled  his  tempora- 
ry Fall  to  the  final  stability  of  his  souL 

But  it  is  not  merely  in  quickening  our  circumspection,  and 
in  exciting  us  to  a  more  simple  dependence  on  the  aids  of 
divine  gk*ace,  that  the  advantage  resulting  from  a  knowledge 
of  ourselves  consists.  In  exact  proportion  to  our  views  of  the 
depravity  of  our  heart,  will  be  the  degree  of  our  self-condem- 
nation and  humiliation  before  God.  Every  fresh  disclosure 
of  that  sin,  which  dwelleth  in  us,  has  a  direct  tendency,  not 
only  to  weaken  our  self-conAdcnce,  but  to  lower  our  self- 
admiration.  Nor,  indeed,  shall  we  ever  effectually  learn, 
with  holy  Job,  to  abhor  ourselves,  and  to  repent  in  dust  and 
ashes,  till  with  him  We  are  brought  to  look  upon  oui*8elve8 
as  vUt.  The  soul,  while  in  a  state  of  bMndness  with  res- 
pect to  the  depth  and  the  extent  of  its  corruption,  or  pos- 
sessing only  very  indistinct  perceptions  on  this  subject,  sees 
nothing,  or  but  little,  of  its  own  distance  from  God,  and  of 
its  own  woi'tldessness  and  impurity  in  his  eyes.  Conse- 
quently its  self-abasement  before  the  Majesty  of  Heaven  is 
proportionally  slight  and  transient  But  when  clearer 
views  are  obtained  on  this  interesting  imint ;  when,  by  re- 
peated and  mortifying  experience  of  the  inliercnt  wicked- 
ness of  the  heart,  its  entire  alienation  from  God  by  nature, 
and  its  utter  uncleanness  in  his  presence,  are  clearly  discover- 
ed 5  then,  stript  of  every  specious  covering,  and  overwhelm- 
ed with  a  sense  of  its  deformity,  tbo  soul  sinks  into  nothing 
before  God.  Contesting  its  own  total  vileness  with  the 
glorious  perfections  of  the  Almighty,  with  his  patience  and 
long-suffering,  with  his  condescension,  grace,  and  goodness, 
it  loathes  itself  in  its  own  sight,  and  acquiesces  without  a 
murmur  in  every  dispensation,  liowevcr  pninfu),  of  the  divine 
will.  May  we  not  reasonably  conclude,  that  the  enlarged 
and  humiliating  sense  with  which  Uezekiah  was  now  favor- 
ed of  the  abominable  corruption  of  his  heart,  had  a  consid- 
erable share  in  producing  that  exemplary  resignationt  which 
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be  alterwanls  manifested ;  when,  on  recetting  from  the 
prophet  a  denunciation  of  thoae  aflBicting  jndgmeatiif  resenr- 
ed  for  his  kingdom  and  his  posterity,  he  with  adniraUe 
piety  exclaimedy  "  Good  is  the  word  of  the  Lord  which  thou 
hast  spoken.  Is  it  not  good*'  (a  display  of  signal  and  as- 
merited  mercy)  **  if  peace  and  truth  be  in  my  days  ?*'* 

From  the  view  thus  presented  to*  us  in  this  part  of  the  trx^ 
one  conclusion  forcibly  presses  itself  on  our  notioe*  If  «b 
important  in  its  eflTects,  so  beneficial  to  our  best  interest^ 
is  the  knowledge  of  ourselvest  how  highly  should  we  vidoe 
this  knowledge,  how  anxiously  should  we  labor  to  acquire 
it !  While  we  roost  seriously  deprecate  every  idea  orCrod*s 
leaving  us  to  ourselves,  witii  what  earnestness  should  we  be* 
seech  him  to  shew  us  **  all  that  is  in  our  heart  V*  Widely 
different  however,  in  general,  is  the  conduct  oi  men.  Very 
contrary  in  this  respect  are  their  sentiments  to  those,  wbicli 
the  Scriptures  inculcate.  Far  from  seeking  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  corruption  of  their  nature,  most  men  strive  to  main- 
tain a  favorable  opinion  of  their  own  goodness  :  while  otiiers, 
on  whom  a  conviction  of  their  depravity  has  fastrned  itself 
too  strongly  to  be  removed,  are  filled  with  terror  at  this  in- 
creasing knowledge  of  themselves,  and  regard  it  as  an  in« 
dication  of  divine  wrath,  and  a  certain  presage  of  future 
misery.  It  may  not  then  prove  an  unprofitable  applicatiaa 
of  tlie  subject,  if  I  proceed  to  address  the  two  descriptions  of 
persons,  to  whom  I  have  alluded. 

1.  Are  tliere  nat  some  of  you,  my  brethren^  who  firmly 
resist  every  intimation  of  the  utter  weakness  and  wicked- 
ness of  yonr  heart :  who  sttidiously  close  your  eyes  and  shut 
your  ears  against  every  discovery  of  the  sin  which  dweileth 
in  you  s  who  will  not  for  a  moment  admit  any  supposition^ 
wliich  may  tend  to  lower  you  in  your  own  estimation  1  Ani 
why  are  you  acting  thus  ?  Because  every  such  intimatiMiV 
every  such  discovery,  every  such  supposition,  would  nnder^ 
wine  your  present  foundation,  would  destroy  your  hopes  of 
licaven.  Because,  could  you  once  be  persuaded  to  enter- 
tain such  an  unfavorable  opinion  of  your  state,  you  would 
find  your  confidence  of  an  interest  in  the  divine  favor  over- 
thi*owii.  But  of  what  kind  then  is  your  confidence  ?  What 
is  your  foundation  ?  Are  you  not  building  your  hopes  oi 
heaven  on  some  degree  or  measure  of  fancied  goodness  in 
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jrouimdres  ?  Socb  hopA,  indeed,  an  increasing  conviction  of 
your  total  corroption  mtist  assuredly  destroy.  But  a're  tliey 
tiot  faUwious  hopes  ?  Is  it  not  a  blessing  to  be  driven  froni 
so  vain  a  cohfidence,  from  so  bollow  a  foundation  ?  Viewed 
in  this  light,  that  very  conviction  which  you  so  vehemently 
oppose,  is  the  remedy  exactly  suited  to  your  case  ;  the  in<^ 
itrument  fitted  to  work  for  you  the  most  beneficial  effecfs. 
Oppose  it  theh  no  longer.  Resist  not  the  Holy  Spirit  of 
Qoif  Which  is  thus  striving  with  you  for  your  good.  Be 
not  afraid  to  know  all  that  is  in  your  heart  Search  it ; 
probe  it  to  the  bottom  :  till,  thoroughly  emptied  of  self,  and 
abased  before  the  Majesty  of  heaven,  you  renounce  all  other 
pleas,  and  cast  yourselves  on  sovereign  mercy  only. 

2.  Are  there  not  others  among  you,  who,  having  in  vain 
endeavored  to  stifle  their  convictions  of  sin,  are  filled  with 
consternation  and  terror  at  the  extent  of  their  depravity  ?, 
^  Our  corruptions,'  you  cry,  *  are  multiplied.  Every  day, 
every  hour  serves  only  to  impart  to  us  fre^h  views  of 
our  evil  nature.  Our  hearts  are  like  the  troubled  sea,  when 
it  cannot  rest :  whose  waters  cast  up  mire  and  dirt  Surdy 
God  has  withdrawn  his  preventing  grace  from  our  souls.  He 
iias  pronounced  our  doom,  **  No  cure  shall  be  unto  thee.''  '-r. 
Buch  are  your  fears.  Such  are  the  gloomy  suggestions  of  yoiir 
mind.  But  your  case  redly  warrants  a  very  opposite  eon- 
dosion;  You  might  rather  say  with  the  wife  of  Manoah 
*^  If  the  Lord  were  pleased  to  kill  us,  he  would  not  have 
ebewed  us  all  these  things."*  If  he  has  brought  you  **  to 
know  all  that  is  in  ywr  hearty  t^  i$  becoMie  his  thoughts  to- 
wards you  are  thoughts  of  peaee,  and  not  of  evlL"  To  have 
vouchsafed  to  you  such  a  discovery  of  your  sinful  nature  is 
an  Intimation  not  of  bis  wraths  but  of  his  love  and  favor. 
He  has  revealed  to  you  your  spiritual  nialady.  Why  ?  Not 
that  yoti  may  sink  Into  despair  i  but  that  you  may  flee  to 
the  oiriy  Physiciaii,  who  can  cure  the  wounded  spirit  He 
has  disclosed  to  you  the  evil,  which  you  have  In  yourselves, 
(hat  you  may  be  weaned  from  sdf-confldence  :  that  you  may 
priM  more  highly^  and  seek  more  earnestly  his  promised 
lielp  :  that  you  may  be  more  deeply  humbled^  and  so  in  due 
time  may  be  more  eminently  exalted.     Lay  aside  then  your 

*  Judges,  xiii.  2% 
Vox.  II.  61 
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if sponding  thoughts.  Vnder  »  Uvfiy  mm  ot  yoiir  wtstB, 
apply  withovt  deUjr  to  Christ.  Qe  knows  all  that  19  ui 
jour  heart  Qo  knew  all  that  would  be  in  your  haajr^  when 
in  the  days  of  his  flesh  he  aaid,  **  Come  iMito  me  aH  yethU 
labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  yo»  rest,"  Ynar 
case  then,  as  i^  is  not  beyond  his  knowMge,  so  neitbfr  Is  Hi 
beyond  his  power,  **  He  is  able  to  save  to  the  i^taffinMt 
them  that  coBie  unto  God  by  him  ;  mid  ha$  dedarsil,  tht 
those  who  come  unto  Idoh  be  will  in  no  wise  caat  out'* 


SE&MON  XLVIL 

The  Duty  of  confessing  Christ  before  Ken. 

MATTHEW,    X.    32. 

Whoever  therefore  shall  confess  me  before  men,  /rim  will  I 
confess  also  before  my  Father  which  is  in  hearoen. 

IF  Christianity  require  of  its  fbUewtrs  mudi 
painful  self-denial,  it  atso  famishes  them  with  adequate  en- 
couragement. It  is  the  support  and  the  privilege  oPtrtio 
Christians,  that  tbey  serve  a  gracious  master^  who  will 
*^  not  forget  their  work  and  labor  of  love,''  but  will  mere!-* 
fully  accept  tlieir  imperfect  services,  and  abundantly  recwi 
pense  them  into  their  bosom. 

What  declaration  can  be  more  animating  or  BM»re  consoU 
atory,  than  that  of  our  Lord  in  the  text !  Far  indeed  frooi 
attempting  to  conceal  or  extenuate  the  difllculties  attendant 
on  a  faithful  adherence  to  bis  service,  in  the  preceding  part 
of  his  discourse,  be  bad  clearly  represented  the  dangers,  to 
which  his  disciples  would,  for  his  sake,  be  exposed^  L^ 
not  this  repi*esentation,  liow^ver,  dimintrii  their  exertioos^ 
or  abate  tlieir  ardor  in  his  cause.  An  ample  compensatton 
for  their  sufi^rings  is  provided.  Are  they  tempted  to  wavor 
in  their  profession  ?  Let  them  stedfastly  contemplate  this 
encouraging  assurance,  '*  Wliosoever  shall  confess  loe  before 
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men,  kin  wilt  I  cotitos  tteo  before  mj  PMliet-^  which  is  in 
heaven.^ 

The  general  terins»  in  which  our  Lord  delirers  the  decln* 
rM^n^  pliiiiily  shew^  that  the  purport  ef  it  is  not  to  be  coo- 
Aoed  to  the  apostles^  or  to  the  primitive  Christiand^  but  is 
mftMy  applicable  to  all  faia  disciples  in  all  ages.  In  dis- 
^0^»inmg  tbensfore  on  these  words^  I  shall  propose  three  ob- 
jects fer  eur  consideration^ 

I.  The  Dnty  specified. 

II.  The  Difficulties  with  which  it  is  attended. 
lit.  The  Promise  annexed  to  the  Discharge  of  it 

L  The  Duty  specified  is  that  of  **  Confessing  Christ  be. 
fere  men :''  a  duty  repeatedly  enjoined  in  the  Scripture  on 
ait^  who  call  themselves  his  disciples.  And  the  meaning  of 
the  injanction  is  obvious.  It  is  not  enough  for  tlie  fol* 
lowers  of  Jesus  to  retain  a  secret  attachment  to  his  person 
and  his  service :  they  must  0]>en1y  avow  tlieir  relation  to 
him ;  and  in  the  face  of  the  world  must  proclaim  their  de« 
pendence  on  him^  and  their  expectations  from  him.  They 
are  the  subjects,  the  soldiers,  the  servants  of  Christ.  Ought 
they  not  then  publicly  to  own  him  for  their  king,  their  cap- 
tion, their  roaster  ?  To  attempt  to  conceal  their  Christian 
profession,  to  admit  in  the  heart  their  obligations  and  their 
devotedness  to  Christ,  wIhIo  outwardly  they  exhibit  no 
proof  that  ttiey  **  belong  to  him,"  is  in  truth  to  deny  him : 
to  act  as  though  they  were  ashamed  of  Bim  and  of  his  Gos* 
pd. 

But  bow  is  their  confession  to  he  made  ?  St.  Paul  tells 
us,  that  as  ''  with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto  righteous* 
iiess,  so  with  the  mouth  confessioh  is  made  onto  Salvation."* 
The  Christian  must  embrace  every  seasonable  occasion  of 
delivering  his  religious  sentiments  with  firmness,  with  meek- 
ness, and  modesty*  As  he  is  ready  to  give  to  every  one 
that  asketh,  a  reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  him ;  so  must 
he  be  careful  that  **  the  hope"  itself  be  cleariy  and  explicit- 
ly declared.  He  must  not  be  ashamed  of  confessing,  wken- 
evet*  a  proper  opportunity  occurs,  the  CEiith  of  Christ  cruci* 
lUd :  nor  by  a  criminal  silence,  when  circumstances  de- 
mmA  his  interfoi*ence,  must  he  eithcAr  countenance  others  in 
their  errors,  or  suffer  them  to  retain  a  supposition,  that  hi« 
opii^ions  coincide  with  their  own. 

♦  Romans,  x.  IQ. 
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But  the  HHM*e  confeasioD  of  the  MOitti  is  4if  itsdf  a  «wyr 
defective  discharge  of  the  doty  under  review.  Though  a 
neeeflgary  part>  it  is  yet  tlie  least  importaat  pattt  of  that 
tetimony  which  Christians  are  requimi  to  bear  U  Christ* 
It  M  an  evidence,  which  to  a  ^^gree  may  be  advanced  fajr 
those,  who  possess  no  other  claims  to  the  character  af  hia 
people ;  and  which,  when  ufisupported  by  otbtt*  less  eqaiv« 
ocal  proofis,  is  altogetlier  inconclasive  and  nugatory*  Tn^ 
the  confession  of  the  lips  most  be  added  that  of  Um  Itfa. 
The  Christian  by  his  c&ndiutf  as  well  as  by  his  W0rd%  mast 
evince  his  relation  to  Christ  With  the  view  then  of  da* 
cidating  the  subject,  and  of  enabling  yo|i  to  fonn  a*  aceo- 
rate  conception  of  the  duty  enjcnned.  I  proceed  distmctly  to 
specify  some  particulars  in  which  the  dischaige  of  it  prin-> 
cipaHy  consists. 

1.  To  **  confess  Christ  before  men,'^  is  to  shew  that  we 
are  uniformly  influenced  by  a  supreme  regard  to  bis  wilL 
All  pretensions  to  be  the  subjects  of  Christ,  a  bile  we  with^ 
hold  from  him  that  oMieneef  which  as  subjects  wo  oa«  to 
b}m,  are  preposterous  and  vain.  We  read  of  some  who 
profess  **  that  they  know  God,  but  in  works  deny  him.''* 
Our  Saviour  himself  expostulates  with  such  character^  oa 
the  absurdity  of  their  profession  :  **  Why  call  ye  ^  Lordi 
liord,  and  do  not  the  things  which  I  say  ?"  At  the  same  tMue 
he  states  an  ttnreser\ed  compliance  wi^  his  precepts  as  aa 
infallible  criterion  of  our  attachment  to  him,  and  of  our  in* 
terest  in  his  favor.  **  Te  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do  whatso^ 
ever  I  command  you.'^f  Such  then  is  the  evidence  by 
which  the  Christian  testifies  the  sincerity  of  his  profte^ 
aion.  He  confesses  Christ  before  men  by  a  conscientious 
and  an  avowed  adherence  to  the  injunctions  of  the  Writtoa 
Wonl.  The  Bible  is  the  Statute  Book,  to  which  he  uni^ 
forroly  appeals :  the  standard,  to  which  on  aU  occasioaa  he 
desires  to  be  conformed.  Is  the  lawftilnees  or  the  propria* 
ly  of  any  proposal  the  subject  of  his  consideration  ?  He  da* 
liberates  not  how  he  may  best  consult  his  own  temporal 
ease,  interest,  or  reputation.  Be  enquires  not  what  may 
be  the  opinion,  or  the  practice  of  t)ie  worid;  but,  'What 
say  the  Scriptures  ?'  How  is  it  written  2  <<  To  the  (aw  and 
to  the  testimony.''  He  may  err  in  tbfe  application  of  his 
rule,  but  he  does  not  wilfully  desert  it  for  another  fui^c* 

♦111118,116.  tLuke^vLAe.   lobn,  zv.l4. 
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8ee  Urn  eogaged  in  eooraierdal  transactioiui.  A  favor* 
able  opportunity  occurs  of  pushing  his  concerns  with  advan- 
tage. The  means  which  would  ensure  success,  though  sano* 
timed  hy  common  usage,  are  such  as  the  divine  law  forbids 
bim  to  employ.  Under  these  circumstances  what  course 
4oes  he  pursue  ?  He  does  not  admit  a  compromise  between 
4«ty  and  interest.  He  does  not  satisfy  his  conscience  with 
the  wretched  sophistry  of  Ephraim,  who,  while  <<  the  bal- 
ances of  deceit  are  in  his  band/'  urges  the  success  which  at- 
tends bis  fraudulent  proceedings,  as  a  palliation,  at  least,  of 
his  injuftice  and  oppression — **  Yet  I  am  become  rich  :  I 
have  feand  me  out  substance :  In  all  my  labors  they  shall 
ind  none  iniquity  in  me,  that  were  sin.^*  With  a  holy  el- 
evation of  mind,  the  Christian  openly  avows  his  disapproba- 
tion and  abhorrence  of  the  sinful  practices  suggested  ;  with- 
out besitatioH  relinquishes  the  advantage  connected  with  tlie 
adoptien  of  them ;  and,  unshaken  by  the  multitude  or  thQ> 
authority  of  examples,  with  pious  Nehemiah,  exclaims,  ^<  So 
do  not  1  because  of  the  fear  of  God/'f 

View  him  in  another  situation.  He  has  sustained  an  in- 
jury wantonly  inflicted  :  or  his  own  conduct  has  been  mis- 
understood ;  he  i9  supposed  to  have  intended  an  affront 
'  The  laws  of  honor'  demand  that  he  should  retaliate  tlie 
injury  on  the  person  of  the  offender ;  that  he  should  expose 
kis  own  life  to  the  vengeance  of  him  who  deems  himself  af- 
fronted. Does  he  acquiesce  in  the  decisions  of  this  Anti- 
cbristian  tribunal  ?  Does  he  bow  to  the  laws  of  honor  in  op- 
position to  those  of  God,  who  has  said,  <'  Thou  shalt  not 
kill  2^*  Far  otherwise  does  the  Christian  act  He  is  for- 
ward and  anxious  to  admit  every  concession,  to  recede  from 
Us  just  pretensions,  to  offer  every  reasonable  explanation. 
Da  these  attempts  at  reconciliation  fail  ?  With  a  fortitude 
inmeasely  diflfering  from  that  impious  temerity,  which  so  of- 
ten usurps  the  name  of  courage ;  with  a  magnanimity,  which 
sothing  but  that  faith,  which  **  overcometh  the  woiid,''  can 
inspire  I  a  magnanimityt  which  exposes  by  the  strongest 
^tttrast  that  alyect  fear  of  man,  which  always  drives  tbe 
duelist  to  tbe  combat ;  he  steadily  refuses  an  appeal  to  armsb 
and  avows  his  resolution  of  adhering  to  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord.  His  language  is,  <'  How  can  I  do  this  great 
wickedness  and  sin  against  God  2"|: 

f  HoBea,  xSL  8.       f  Nehemiah,  v.  15.       X  Gen.  xxipx.  !t 
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On  ftifliUar  pnocifrfes^  Md  with  oq«al  cdntCaiH^^  ht  op- 
poses on  evcrj  occasion  tlie  pernicious  doctrine  of  expedieii- 
cy  :  a  doctrine,  wbich  ckams  to  itscif  Cbe  privilege  of  dte* 
pensing  ^ith  tlic  divine  commands,  and,  under  the  prdenon 
of  occoBiplisbing  ttie  purposes  of  tbe  Almighty,  vfrtnalljr  »n* 
jects  and  disannuls  bis  law  :  a  doctrine  which  conntenanoen 
tbe  onscriptnral  position^  that  Uhe  end  vriH  Jnslify  the 
Bieans  f  u  hich  substitutes  the  dictates  of  hnouin  policy  fier- 
the  precepts  of  tbe  Written  Word.  Against  such  abtaeoft 
against  socii  violations  of  tbe  law  of  Christ,  tlie  Christian 
iiolemnly  ontet*s  bis  deliberate  protest.  He  decidedly  con^ 
deinns  tbe  adq>tion  of  mcasoroB,  which^  although  appttrentty 
calculated  to  produce  beneficial  effects,  in  themselvos  mili- 
tate against  tbe  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  practical  rules  pro- 
claimed  in  the  oracles  of  truth.  He  presnmes  not  to  he 
wise  above  what  is  written.  Ho  dares  not  to  ^  do  evil  that 
gooil  may  come.''  He  loaves  it  with  the  Lord  to  accom- 
plish bis  secret  councils.  For  himself  he  avers,  that  the 
path  revealed  is  tbe  path  of  duty. 

2.  To  **  confess  Christ  before  men''  is  pablicly  to  attest 
tbe  reality  of  those  hopes  and  joys  which  ChricfCianity  pro- 
fesses to  inspire,  and  claims  as  peculiarly  her  own.  It  is 
the  great  glory  of  the  Gospel  that  it  proposes  to  its  foBowers 
objects,  transcendantly  surpassing  in  grandeur  and  interost 
every  thing  of  an  earthly  nature :  at  the  same  time  that  it 
diffuses  through  tlie  soul  a  happiness  which  the  world  can 
neitlter  give  nor  take  away.  It  is  part  of  the  description 
0f  Christians,  that  they  ♦*  rejoice  in  Jesus  Christ."*  Christ 
commends  himself  tu  our  acce|itance  as  *^  Tbe  Trae  Riches. 
—The  Pearl  of  great  Price.— Tbe  lud  Treasnre ;  which 
when  a  Man  has  found,  for  joy  thereof  he  selleth  all  that  he 
bath  and  buyeth  it."  He  declares  that  in  himself  thci^  is  a 
Jblness,  a  sufficiency  of  enjoyment,  whicli,  unlike  the  perish- 
able gratifications  of  time  and  sense,  will  neither  fade  nor 
cloy.  **  I  am  tbe  Bread  of  Life  $  lie  that  cometh  to  me  shall 
never  hunger. — Wliosoever  drinketh  of  the  Water,  thi^  I 
shall  give  him,  shall  never  thirst.^-- Wherefore  do  ye  spend 
money  for  (bat  which  is  nut  bread,  and  your  labor  for  that 
which  f^ati^sficlh  not  ?  Hearken  diligently  unto  me,  and  eat 
ye  tiiat  which  is  good,  ami  let  your  soul  delight  itself  in  fat- 
ness."! ^o\\  tbe  Christian  *'  confessei  Christ  heioi*e  men*" 

♦  Phnippluis,  iiL  3.         t  ^ehn,  vi.  35,  ir.  14,    Isahih,  Iv.  ?. 
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by  hMrioi;  witness  t6  tho  truth  of  these  declaratioiiB ;  bj 
shewing  that  these  professions  arc  not  exaggerated ;  by  con-^ 
straining  the  unbelieving  world  to  acknowledge  that  be  pos* 
senses  a  secret  treasure  which  makes  him  rich  indeed  ?  an 
inward  source  of  joy»  **  with  which  a  stranger  intermeddleth 
not." 

And  bow  does  he  accomplish  his  purpose  ?  Not  by  fly. 
ing  to  the  world  for  his  rewards  and  pleasures.  Not  by 
pursuing  earthly  things  with  an  avidity,  which  can  be- 
long to  those  alone,  who  have  no  higher  objects  in  theii^ 
view.  Not  by  seeking  his  happiness  in  those  frivolous 
atid  uncwtiafying  amusements,  which  communicate  delight 
only  to  minds  unacquainted  with  **  Christ  the  hope  of 
glory/'  But  by  manifesting  in  these  respects  a  spirit  and 
a  conduct  directly  the  reverse  of  tliat  spirU  and  of  that  can- 
imctf  wbich  distinguish  the  children  of  the  world. 

^  His  ireasore  is  not  on  earth.''  This  is  a  truth,  whicb 
his  whole  life  exemplifies  and  proves.  Witness  his  mod- 
eration and  forbearance  in  urging  his  individual  interests  ; 
bis  enlarged  and  benevolent  employment  of  the  portion  of 
goods  assigned  to  him  ;  his  prompt  renunciation  ot .  tempo- 
rml  advantages  at  the  command  of  conscience ;  his  patient 
contentment  and  cheerful  resignation  under  disappointment 
and  losses ;  his  freedom  from  envy  and  repining  at  the  pros- 
perity of  others.  Are  these  the  marks  of  a  mind  lie  voted  to 
the  worM?  Are  they  not  rather  the  characteristics  of  one 
whose  <<  affections  are  set  on  things^ above,  where  Christ  sit- 
teth  at  the  right  hand  of  God :"  of  one  who,  for  a  season 
**  sojourning  in  a  strange  land,  lookcth  for  a  city,  which 
hath  foundations  whose  maker  and  builder  is  Crod." 

**  His  enjoyments  are  of  a  rational  and  holy  nature.^ 
Where  then  is  he  to  be  found  ?  In  the  crowded  resorts  of 
bshionable  dissipation  ?  In  the  seductive  haunts  of  boister- 
ous and  licentious  mirth  ?  No.  The  pleasures,  which  such 
scenes  aflfbrd,  are  to  him  ofifensivo  and  disgusting.  The  pas- 
sions, which  tliey  tend  to  excite  and  gratify,  are  those 
which  it  is  his  unceasing  toil  to  subdue  and  mortify*  See 
bim  on  the  busy  stage  of  puMtc  life,  stemming  by  his  exer- 
tions the  tide  of  ioHnorality  and  prafaneiioss  ;  pleading  the 
oause  of  the  injured  and  oppi^c^sed  ;  framing  and  promoting 
plans  of  extended  and  permanent  beneficence.  ^  him  in 
the  humbler  walks  of  private  life,  disseminating  happiness 
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wttbiu  bis  narrow  sphere :  assisttng  tlie  ttfitressed,  tobiis^ 
taring  to  the  sick,  consoling  the  afflicted.  See  bla  in  the 
social  and  domestic  circle*  receiving  and  imparting  useftal 
knowledge*  discoorsing  on  the  works  and  ways  of  Provi- 
dence. See  him  in  the  assembi  j  of  the  saints,  fkniring  oat 
bis  soul  in  prayer  and  praiae.  See  him  in  bis  secret  chim^ 
ber,  communing  with  his  own  heart,  and  holding  ddi^MTaf 
intercourse  with  his  God.  These  are  the  enjoyments  offb? 
Christian  :  enjoyments  which  shame  the  trifling,  sinMi^ea^ 
sures  of  the  world,  and  shew  the  heavenly  principle  wbidir 
operates  within. 

3.  To  <<  confess  Christ  before  men'' is  to  manifesf  a  de- 
cided attachment  to  his  people.  Christ  has  expressly- 
taught,  that  his  people  are  his  representatii>es  on  earth  : 
that  there  exists  between  him  and  them  a  commumon,  an 
identity  of  interests  :  that  be  regards  the  treatment  which 
they  encounter  in  the  world  as  if  it  were  encountered  by 
himself.  *<  He  that  receiveth  you,  recelvetb  me. — He  that 
despiseth  you,  despisetb  me.'**  Have  they  experienced  an 
act  of  kindness,  because  they  belong  to  Christ  ?  He  declares 
to  those,  who  have  conferred  it,  **  Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done 
it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me.''f  Are  they  reproached  and  injured  for  his 
sake  i  He  expostulates  with  him  who  has  done  the  wrong, 
"  Why  persecotest  thou  me  ?*'  Hence,  by  parity  of  reason,  to 
manifest  an  attachment  to  the  (leople  of  Christ,  is  to  mani- 
fest an  attachment  to  Christ  himself:  to  confess  them  is  te 
confess  Him  before  men.  But  how  does  the  Christian  make 
this  confession  ?  How  does  he  manifest  his  attachment  to 
tliose,  who  **  have  obtained  a  like  precious  faith''  with  him* 
self  ?  On  every  occasion  he  avows  and  testifies  bis  predilec- 
tion for  them.  He  **  does  good  unto  all  men,  but  especially 
unto  them  that  are  of  the  household  of  feith.**  Whenever 
an  opportunity  occurs,  be  protects  their  persons,  eapovses 
titeir  interests,  and  vindicates  their  character.  Far  from 
joining  uith  the  clamorous  and  malignant  worid  ht  expos- 
ing atKl  magnifying  their  errors,  he  studiously  draws*  a  veil 
over  their  faults :  and  feeling  **  that  he  himself  also  is  com- 
passed  with  infirmity,''  is  sparing  of  his  censure  even  in  re- 
K|)ect  to  those  parts  of  their  conduct  which  he  cannot  alto- 
gether coo^mend  or  justify.     Necessity  will,  indeed,  compel 

*  Matthsw,  X  4a    Luke,  jl  16.    f  Matdicw.  xxv.  4a  Acts,  ix.  T. 
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him  to  biTe  freqaeiit  intercoarfie  with  tbem  ^  that  know  not 
€rod,  and  obey  not  the  6o8pd/*  But  from  among  whi^ 
doscription  of  persons  does  be  select  his  friends  and  favorite 
companions  ?  From  among  such  as  **  love  the  Lord  Jtsus  in 
aincerity.''  These  he  esteems  the  truly  honorable  and  ex* 
cellent  upon  eaHb«  In  these  he  finds  a  spirit  and  a  temper 
coqgenid  to  his  own.  With  these  he  delights  to  associate^ 
and  with  tbese^  if  such  be  the  alternative  proposed,  be 
'/  chooaes  rather  to  suffer  affliction,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleas- 
ores  of  sin  for  a  season,  esteeming  the  reproach  of  Christ 
greater  riches  than^  the  favor  and  applause  of  an  ungodly 
woridb 

IL  We  pro^seed  to  a  consideration  of  the  difficulties  at« 
iendant  on  the  duty  under  review. 

That  such  a  decided  and  consistent  testimony  to  Christ 
will  be  attended  with  diflteulties,  is  a  truth  which  cannot  be 
disguised.  Our  Saviour,  while  inculcating  on  his  disciples 
the  duty  of  confessing  him  before  dien,  unreservedly  states 
the  obstacles  which  they  must  encounter  in  the  dischai^  of 
it  Persecution,  in  a  thousand  different  forms,  awaited 
tbem.  They  would  be  aa  sheep  among  wolves.  They 
would  be  delivered  up  to  the  Councils,  and  scourged  in  the 
Synagogues^  and  bated  of  all  men  for  Christ's  sake.  And 
with  what  exactness  these  predictions  were  fulfilled,  what 
difficulties  the  apostles  and  primitive  Christians  encounter- 
ed in  ^  confessing  Christ  before  men,'*  history,  both  sacred 
and  profhne,  abundantly  attests.  In  numberless  instances 
they  resisted  unto  death,  and  were  called  to  seal  their  faith 
with  their  Uood.  Blessed  be  God  !  from  these  sev^^r  tri- 
als, to  which  a  conscientious  profession  of  Christianity  has 
in  many  agfi»  of  the  church  exposed  the  followers  of  Christ, 
we  at  this  time  are  mercifully  exempt.  In  this  highly- 
favored  country,  the  arm  of  civil  power,  which  has  been  so 
often  raised  to  persecute  the  people  of  the  Lord,  is  extend- 
ed for  their  protection.  But  are  they  therefore  exempt 
from  every  trial  ?  Do  they  eyen  htre  experience  no  difficuK 
ty  in  confessing  Christ  before  men  ?  Far  otherwise  is  the 
cajie.  Still  their  fortitude  and  their  constancy  are  put  to 
many  painful  struggles.  Still  many  powerful  inducements 
are  held  forth  to  teutpt  them  to  **  deny  the  Lord  who  bought 
tbem."  The  world,  though  nominally  Christian,  is  stilf 
fheir  adversary.     The  enmity^  originally   placed  between 
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the  nttA  of  the  Seq^nt  and  the  Seal  ^f  the  IFooMm  Umwh 
nodified  and  restrained  by  outward  circunwtaoces,  stiU  ae- 
cretly  and  powerfully  operates  witbia.  Tbe  priadf)!^  and 
tbe  practice  of  the  Christian  so  direcdy  oppose,  and  in  bet 
80  paintedly  condemnf  tbe  piiociples  and  the  practice  of  tim 
world,  that  no  real  cordiality  can  subsist  between  thenu  . 
**  Wh^  iellowship  bath  rigbteouaness  with  nnrighteous^ess  J 
And  wtet  comnanion  hath  ligbt  with  darkness  ?"*  Our 
Lord's  declaratioii  to  his  apostles  must,  from  similar  causey 
be  equally  applicable  to  his  people  in  this  and  in  every  age 
tf  tbe  church*  *<  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world  would 
love  its  own  :  but  because  ye  are  not  of  the  world,  Juit  1 
have  cliosen  you  out  of  tbe  world  ;  thei^fore  ftb»  wtorld  iuit- 
eth  you."t  Hence' result  the  difficulties  of  wbiob  we  spealu 
Hence  in  a  variety  of  ways,  the  world  opposes  and  obatracts 
Ihe  Christian  in  his  dischaige  of  the  duty  comaandediii 
the  text. 

Is  he  proof  against  the  common  temptations,  bj  whidi 
other  men  are  efectually  assailed  ?  Do  riches,  bonoi-s,  pleas- 
nres^  in  vain  attempt  to  shake  his  constancy  ?  M(*re  for-.* 
midable  weapons  are  prepared.  More  dangerous  enemies 
are  stirred  up  to  the  assault  **  A  man's  foes  shall  be  they 
of  his  own  household."^  The  authority,  the  iu&ue|ice»  the 
importunity  of  friends,  are  not  seldom  employed  to  divert 
the  Christian  from  his  purpose,  and  to  betray  liim  into  ac- 
tions unbecoming  his  profession.  Severe  at  times  is  tbe 
coniict  in  his  bosom,  when  tbe  wishes  of  a  parent,  or  the 
requests  of  a  benefactor  miUtate  against  the  commands  of 
God  :  when  the  intreatics  of  a  wife,  or  the  inclinations  of  a 
child,  cannot  be  indulged  witiiout  doing  vidence  to  tbe  dic- 
tates of  conscience,  and  to  the  obligations  of.duty.  In  such 
circumstances  steadily  to  maintain  bis  adherence  to  Christ, 
to  resist  tbe  solicitations  of  those,  whom  he  reveres  and  loves, 
while  such  resistance  cannot  fail  to  expose  him  to  theehar|^ 
of  disobedience,  of  ingratitude,  or  of  unkindness,  constitutea 
a  difficulty  of  no  ordinary  magnitude :  a  difficidty  which  it 
requires  no  small  degree  of  resolution  and  perseverance  to 
surmount. 

Ridicule  is  another  powerful  weapon,  with  which  the 
world  attacks  the  Christian.  If  it  be  restrained  from  more 
tlirect  and  violent  hostility,  it  will  endeavor  to  laugh  and 

*  2  Cor.  vl  U.       t  John,  xv.  19.         ^  Matthew,  x.  36. 
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ahftine  hiiii  oat  ef  bis  rctlgicNn  canstftncj.  It  ia  prodtcted, 
that  **  there  should  be  mockers  in  the  last  time/'*  And  th« 
Christian  feels  the  truth  of  the  prediction.  He  feels  tliat 
io  confessing  Christ  before  men^  he  must  encounter  derision 
and  contempt.  He  must  often  witness  the  half-stiled  laughs 
And  must  brare  the  sarcastic  sneer.  He  must  submit  to  be 
branded  with  oppi*obrtous  names,  and  to  be  accdunted  a  foot 
fdv  Christ's  sake.  And  are  these  things  easy  to  be  borne  ? 
Is  there  no  difficulty  in  persisting  in  a  conduct  which  en- 
taik  such  consequences  ?  Among  that  noble  army  of  saints 
Jind  martyrs,  recorded  as  illustrious  examples  of  the  power 
of  faith,  those  who  endured  the  <<  trial  of  cruel  mockings'^f 
are  specifically  mentioned. 

With  the  shafts  of  calumny  also  the  disciple  of  Christ 
must  be  prepared  to  contend.  Like  to  his  blessed  master, 
he  is  <<  a  sign  which  shall  be  spoken  against— >If  they  have 
called  the  master  of  the  house  Beelzebub,  how  much  more 
shall  they  call  them  of  his  household.'':^  If  the  world  mis- 
represented Christ's  words  and  conduct ;  traduced  his  char- 
acter ;  imputed  to  him  evil  motives ;  and  put  a  false  con- 
slructioB  on  his  actions ;  can  his  disciples  hope  to  escape 
treatment,  equally  injurious  ?  Such  treatment,  in  a  greater 
or  a  less  degree,  they  do  encounter.  Let  them  **  live  godly 
in  Christ  Jesus,"  and  in  tlie  calumnies  cast  on  them  they 
experience  the  hatred  of  the  world.  Their  conscientious 
adherence  to  the  word  of  God  is  styled  needUsM  precise^ 
nes8  $  their  moderation  in  the  pursuit  of  worldly  things, 
hypocruy ;  their  enlarged  benevolence  in  the  use  of 
iheviif  ostentation.  Their  indifference  to  worldly  pleasures' 
is  represented  as  the  effect  of  a  morose,  an  unsocial  disposi- 
tion. Their  meekness  and  forbearance  under  injuries  are 
described  as  rusuking  from  meanness  of  soul,  and  from  a 
deficiency  of  proper  spirit  and  pride :  while  their  professed 
predilection  and  attachment  to  the  people  of  Christ  are  ad- 
duced as  the  certain  indications  of  a  narrow  and  illiberal 
mfnd ;  the  dictates  of  party  zeal,  of  a  secret  and  mis- 
chievous ambition.  Amidst  such  uncharitable  insinuations 
and  malevolent  suggestions,  df»es  the  Christian  experience 
no  difficulty  in  '*  confessing  Christ  before  men  ?"  Let  tliose 
who  have  made  the  trial  i»e  consulted.  They  will  tell  you 
tliat  these  things  cost  them  many  painful  struggles,  and  form 

•  lode,  15.       t  Heb.  x^.  36.       :(:  Luke,  iL  $4-    Matt  x,  34. 
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a  very  coottdmOik  ppftioB  of  thtt  orot»  whkA  Ikcj  im 
called  to  bear. 

IIL  From  the  view  of  the  Doty  in  qoestioo  aa4  ef  the 
difficalties  with  which  it  is  attended,  let  us  invert  W  tho 
Promise  annexed  to  the  discbarge  of  it 

The  duty  is  arduous,  but  great  is  the  ettconragenent 
proposed.  Christ  declares,  <<  Whosoever  confesses  na  bo* 
fore  men,  him  will  {  confess  before  my  Father,  wUchiaift 
heaven.''  Those  who  acknowledge  Christ  for  their  Lord» 
shall  be  acknowledged  by  Him  as  his  people.  As  they  sofw^ 
so  shall  they  reap.  They  avow  their  relation  to  Hioi,  and 
in  return  He  will  avow  his  relation  to  them.  Let  over^ 
particular  of  this  gracious  and  animated  dedaratioB  be  at- 
tentively considered  and  profitably  applied. 

Christ  will  <x>nfess  his  people.  In  contempla^g  this 
promise,  remember  it  is  not  said  that  he  will  confess  them 
^*  before  men."  No  intimation  is  given  that  they  shall  be 
qMcially  distinguished  on  earth  by  striking  interpositions  of 
Providence,  by  open  and  unequivocal  marks  of  divine  favor. 
No  stipulation  is  conveyed  that  Christ  will  appear  for  them 
^  in  this  world,"  will  vindicate  their  character,  will  rescue 
them  out  of  the  hands  of  their  enemies.  They  may  Uve 
and  die  in  poverty,  in  obscnrity,  neglected,  derided,  perse* 
cttted.  Inward  peace  and  consolation,  indeed,  they  shaB 
abundantly  enjoy  :  but  so  far  as  outward  things  are  coa« 
cemed,  instead  of  being  cat^e$$ed  by  Christ,  they  may  ocea« 
sionally  seem  to  be  even  denied  and  fhrgottoa  by  bkii. 
Mark,  however,  his  assertion,  <  I  wiU  confess  theou'  Wkere  t 
**  Before  my  Father,  which  is  in  heaven."  WMIe  thegr 
are  patiently  confessing  Christ  upon  earth,  he  is  gradoodj. 
confessing  them  in  heaven.  There,  in  the  presence  oC  \aik 
Father,  he  appears  for  them :  he  reoognisMs  them  for  hia 
own  :  be  pleads  their  cause,  and,  notwithstanding  their  rs^ 
maining  infirmity  and  defilement,  is  not  ashamed  to  «ail 
them  brethren.  What  a  constraining  motive  to  patieaft  oon^ 
tinuance  in  well-doing,  what  consolation  under  all  their 
trials  does  this  reflection  administer !  Their  nelf-denyi^g 
confession  of  Christ  before  men,  their  steady  adhereace  to 
his  cause  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse  geneni^oiit 
is  not  overlooked.  He  notices,  approves,  and  owns  them 
for  his  people :  graves  them  on  the  pakns  of  his  bands  |  and 
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Vj  lii9  almighty,  tboagfa  inTisible  army  is  causing  all  things 
to  work  together  for   their  good. 

Bpt  it  is  not  to  the  testimony  which  be  is  funo  giving  in 
their  favor,  that  die  promise  either  exclusively,  or  even 
principally  refers.  There  is  SifiUure  period  approachingt 
when  it  will  be  more  directly  and  signally  fulfilled.  There 
is  a  day  fixed  in  the  counsels  of  the  Divine  Wisdom,  <<  the 
day  of  the  revelation  of  the  righteous  judgment  of  God,^ 
iR^ben  the  dead,  small  and  great  shall  stand  before  his  tribu- 
nal, and  shall  be  judged  ^urcording  to  the  things  which  they 
have  done  in  the  body.  In  that  day  will  the  declaration  in 
the  text  be  illustriously  accomplished.  In  that  day  wiD 
Christ  stand  forth  the  champion,  the  protector,  the  vindica- 
tor of  his  people.  Then  will  he  claim  them  for  his  own,  and 
will  publicly  assert  their  relation  to  him.  They  have  hon- 
ored him  by  confessing  him  before  men  ;  then  will  he  hon- 
or them  by  confessing  them  before  the  Father,  before  the  holy 
angels,  brfore  the  assembled  universe.  '  These,'  will  he 
cry,  (pointing  to  that  happy  flock,  whom  he  will  have  sepa- 
rated from  the  Insrd  of  the  ungodly,)  <  These  are  mine.  They 
proved  themselves  to  be  mine  on  earth.  I  now  declare  and 
acknowledge  them  to  be  mine  in  the  face  of  the  whole  heaven* 
These  are  they,  who,  from  the  time  when'they  were  led  to  pro- 
fess themselves  my  servants,  bore  a  decided  and  consistent 
testimony  to  my  name.  Their  attachment  to  my  service,  the 
^orld  accounted  folly  and  hypocrisy  ;  and  gratified  its  enmi- 
ty against  me  by  hating  and  opposing  these  my  brethren. 
But  **  none  of  these  things  moved  them  ;  neither  counted  they 
their  lives  dear,  so  that  they  might  finish  their  course  with 
joy.**  For  my  sake  they  **  endured  the  cross,  despising  the 
slmme.''  For  my  sake  they  bore  the  contradiction  of  sinners. 
Long  did  I  in  secret  witness  their  patient  sufferings,  their  un- 
remitted labors.  But  the  time  is  come,  when  I  will  reward 
theoi  openly.  They  have  been  faithful  unto  death,  therefore 
shall  they  receive  a  crown  of  life.  Many  accusations  have 
timr  enemies  preferred  against  them.  But  I  absolve  them 
ftom  every  char^  I  acknowledge  them  to  be  my  people, 
my  chosen,  my  redeemed.  Washed  in  my  blood  from 
every  stain  of  sin,  clothed  in  the  white  garments  of  my 
righteousness,  perfectly  renewed  to  my  image,  they  shall 
now  ascend  with  me  to  my  Father,  and  their  Father,  and 
shall  be  presented  faultless  before  the  presence  of  his  glory 
Tvith  exceeding  joy.' 
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My  brethi*eiif  what  at  that  moment  will  be  the  experienctf 
or  those  blessed  spirits  !  Thus  publicly  justiied,  reco^ized, 
confessed  by  their  glorious  God  and  Saviour,  what  wiH  be 
the  emotions  of  their  soul !  In  what  light  will  they  then  re- 
gard those  trials,  which  they  have  endured  on  earth  !  WUh 
what  sentiments  will  they  then  look  back  on  those  difficul- 
ties which  they  have  here  encountered  in  confessing  Christ 
before  men !  Compared  with  the  gracious  recompense,  so 
rich,  so  vast,  beyond  their  utmost  thoughts,  wilt  they  not 
deem  their  past  afBictions  light  ?  If  shame  and  griof  can  at 
that  glorious  hour  find  admission  into  their  happy  bo- 
som,  will  they  not  be  ashamed  at  the  recollection  of  tfieir 
"wortlilcss  services  ?  Will  they  not  grieve  at  the  remem- 
brance of  that  defective,  indecisive  testimony  which  they 
have  borne  to  their  heavenly  master  ?  How  strange  wttl 
it  then  appear  to  tham  that  they  could  ever,  for  a  moment, 
liave  been  tempted  to  distrust  his  love  and  goodness !  What 
madness  will  it  seem  that  they  should  over  have  enter- 
tained a  thought  of  avoiding  the  cross,  or  for  an  Instant 
have  been  induced  to  swerve  from  their  duty  by  the  threat- 
en! ngs  and  opposition  of  the  world  ! 

What,  also,  at  the  moment  of  which  I  am  speaking,  will 
be  the  feelings  of  that  world  :  of  that  world  which  has  been 
the  enemy  of  the  cross  of  Christ ;  which  has  hated  and  per- 
secuted his  people  !  How  will  tlie  profane  and  the  ungodly 
be  troubled  when  the  righteous  man,  whom  they  despised  and 
afflicted  f>n  earth,  shall  be  thus  acknowledged  and  honored 
by  Christ  in  their  presence  :  How  will  they  be  ^'  amazed  at 
the  strangeness  of  his  salvation,  so  far  beyond  all  that  they 
looked  for  !'*  What  bitter  confessions  will  then  be  wrung 
from  their  lips?  '^This  was  he  whom  we  had  sometimes  in 
derision,  and  a  proverb  of  reproach.  We  fools  accounted 
his  life  madness,  and  his  end  to  be  without  honor.  How  is 
he  numbered  among  the  children  of  God,  and  his  lot  is  a- 
roong  the  saints !  Thei*efore  have  we  erred  from  the  Way 
of  truth. — As  for  the  way  of  the  Lord,  we  have  not  known 
if'* 

Would  God  !  my  brethren,  that  you  and  all  men  now 
viewed  these  tilings  in  the  same  light,  in  which  you  will 
view  them  in  tliat  day  !  Will  Religion  then  appear  to  have 
been  the  only  true  uisdom  ?  Deem  it  not  frdfy  and  maduess 

•  Whdom  of  So'.omon,  v.  3,  4,  5,  6,  T. 
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VOW.  WUl  you  tben  be  convinced  of  the  bappineis,  and 
long  to  share  the  portion  of  those,  tvho  in  their  lives  have 
confessed  Christ  before  men  ?  Join  yourselves  now  to  their 
number.  In  your  own  lives  confess  Christ  before  men. 
On  the  other  hand,  will  the  difficulties  attendant  on  such  a 
confession  then  appear  to  have  baen  so  disproportionate  to 
the  glorious  reward  ?  Bo  not  intimidated  at  the  prospect  of 
them  now.  Regard  the  trials,  to  which  you  are  called,  as 
so  many  favorable  opportunities  of  evincing  your  attachment 
and  fiddity  to  your  heavenly  Master.  Be  patient.  Be 
stedfast.  Look  forward  to  **  the  end  of  your  faith.''  When 
tempted  to  dasert  your  post,  or  to  deny  your  profession,  re* 
fleet  on  the  blessedness  of  hearing  these  words  addressed  to 
you,  *  You  have  confessed  me  before  men  :  I  will  confess 
you  before  my  Father,  which  is  in  heaven.' 


SERMON  XLVrn. 

The  advantages  of  Godliness,  as  to  the  Present  Life. 

1    TIMOTHY,   iv.   8. 

Godliness    is  profitable   nnto  all  things^   having  Promiu  of 
the  Life  that  now  is. 

IT  is  to  be  feared  that,  in  all  ages  of  the 
Cluirch,  there  have  existed  persons  ready  to  adopt  the  lan- 
guage of  those  impious  scoffers  who  exclaimed,  *^  It  is  vain 
to  serve  God,  and  what  profit  is  it  that  we  have  kept  his 
ordinance  ?"*  Even  many,  who  would  be  shocked  at  the 
open  and  unqualified  profanencss  of  this  sentiment,  yet,  in  a 
limited  sense,  entertain  the  sentiment  itself.  If  they  admit, 
that  the  service  of  God  is  attended  with  advantage  in  re- 
spect to  *^  the  life  which  is  to  come,''  yet  they  cannot  be  in- 
duced to  make  the  same  concession  in  its  favor  with  respect 
to  •«  the  life  that  now  is."  *  Here,  at  least,'  they  will  con- 
tend, <  so  far  as  this  world  is  concerned,  it  must  be  con- 

*  Malachi,  iii.  14> 
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llflsea  that  rriigtbil  Hi  a  disconragiDg  and  M  vi^raiUbto 
parsoit' 

But  the  word  of  Ood,  and  the  testimony  of  goad  omiy 
alike  contradict  the  assertion.  In  opposition  to  it,  the  apos- 
tle Paul  pronounces,  that  **  Godliness  is  profitable  anto  dt 
things,  having  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is.''  ReNtgmi 
is  not  only  our  duty,  but  our  interest :  and  our  interest,  mi 
only  in  relation  to  our  future  prospects,  but  in  reference  ti 
our  present  enjoyments.  The  godly  man,  far  fhMn  behq;  a 
loser,  even  in  this  world  is  a  gainer  by  his  religioii.  He 
has  a  glorious  poKion  reserved  for  him  in  the  heavens.  Bui 
on  earth  also  he  feels  the  benefit  of  his  godly  life  aitd  ceii- 
Tersation  :  and  from  his  own  experience  can  co«ftdciid|y  aA 
firm,  that  **  he  doth  not  fear  Ood  for  naughf 

Among  you,  my  brethren,  I  trust  that  not  a  sin^a  ^^e?ami 
would  be  found,  who  for  a  moment  could  seriott8l>  avppose, 
that  it  shall  not  <'  finally  be  well  with  them  that  fear  Ood.^ 
All,  though  their  life  may  not  coirespond  with  the  coatie- 
tion,  must  yet  in  their  minds  be  convinced,  thai  **  Godli- 
ness has  promise  of  the  life  which  is  to  come.''  PossiUy, 
liowever,  there  may  be  sotne,  who,  frdm  Ignorance  or  misap- 
prehension, distrust  the  othiv  part  of  the  apostle^s  dedara- 
tion :  soBM  who  can  scarcely  be  persuaded  to  bdieve  that 
**  Godliness  has  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is.^'  It  is  for 
the  satisfaction  of  such  persons  that  the  present  disconrse 
shall  be  framed.  With  the  view  of  leading  them  to  just 
conclusions  on  this  important  subject, 

I.  I  shall  distinctly  explain  the  declaration,  ^  Godliness 
has  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is.*^ 

II.  I  shall  confirm  and  illustrate  its  truth. 

I.  In  entering  on  the  proposed  explanation,  let  as  b^tk 
with  directing  our  inquiries  into  the  meaning  of  the  tefrm^ 
Godliness.     What  is  Godliness  ? 

Godliness,  in  general^  may  be  understood  to  imply  those 
diFpositions,  and  that  conduct,  which  the  perfections  pf  Gody 
and  our  relation  to  him,  as  intelligent  creatures  require. 
In  this  sense,  the  term  will  include  a  revarential  are  of  bis 
majesty  and  holiness ;  a  constant  regard  to  bis  authority 
and  to  his  precepts  ;  an  earnest  desire  of  living  to  bis  glory  ; 
an  entire  devotedness  to  his  will ;  an  unshaken  reliance  on 
his  wisdom,  his  power,  his  goodness,  and  his  truth.  The 
godly  man  is  one,  who,  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  **  has 
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;tlitt  ftar  o£  God  tobre  Us  cgm :  who  is  hi^bitnlly  infltten^ 
ed  by  religious  motives^  and  regulates  bis  practice  by  the 
.dtrind  commands. 

Such  Is  a  general  description  of  Oodllneds.  But  to  -ob- 
tain  larger  and  more  distinct  conceptions  of  the  meaning  of 
tUfl  term>  we  must  descend  farther  into  particulars  :  we  must 
advert  to  it  as  applicable  to  man  in  his  present  &Uen  and 
Ipiilty  state.  Men»  both  by  nature  and  by  practice,  are 
sinnera :  and,  as  such,  they  can  enjoy  no  substantial  peace 
with  Godf  they  can  exercise  no  real  confidence  In  his  per* 
fections.  Far  from  loving  Gk>d  and  desiring  his  glory^  the 
iBore  they  discover  of  the  divine  character*  the  more  they 
dread  and  hate  it.  Far  from  cordially  devoting  themselves 
to  the  will  and  to  the  service  of  God,  they  follow  their  own 
will,  and  prefer  the  service  of  sin.  It  is  only  by  jrocf  that 
they  can  be  delivered  from  this  state.  It  is  only  hy  faith 
in  the  atoning  blood  of  Jesus,  that' the  guilt  of  sin  can  be 
removed,  Imd  a  reconciliation  between  God  and  sinners  can 
be  aceompUfihed.  It  is  only  by  a  sense  of  the  love  of  God 
shed  abroad  in  the  heart,  and  by  the  renewing  Influences  of 
the  Spirit,  that  the  soul  can  he  effectually  drawn  to  lovet  to 
God,  and  to  delight  in  his  ways« — Hence  it  appears  that  the 
term  Godliness,  when  applied  to  man,  includes  many  addi- 
tional and  important  particulars^  which  the  precise  meaning 
of  the  word  may  not  at  first  sight  suggest.  It  implies  a 
deep  conviction  of  guilt  and  misei7  ^  a  Cordial  aequieacence 
in  the  revealed  method  of  Salvation ;  a  firm  persuasion  of 
the  truth  of  God's  promises  through  Jesus  Christ  ^  an  hum- 
ble dependence  on  those  promises  for  acceptauee  with  God  ;; 
a  sincere  attachment  to  the  Written  Word^  in  Which  those 
promises  are  disclosed ;  a  constant  reliance  on  the  aid  of 
divine  grace  ;  a  diligent  use  of  the  means  appointed  for  the 
supply  and  the  increase  of  that  grace  |  and  an  earnest  and 
unremitted  endeavor  to  follow,  in  the  whole  life  and  conver- 
sation, that  perfect  pattern  of  all  goodness,  which  the 
Son  of  God  exhibited  on  earth. — ^This  is  Godliness.  Th^ 
is  that  holy  disposition  of  heart ;  that  blessed  combinatloii 
of  faith,  of  hope,  and  of  love ;  concerning  which  the  apostle 
declares,  ^that  it  **  has  promise  of  the  life  that  now  i^J^ 
What  does  this  declaration  import  ? 

It  does  not  import  that  Godliness  will  ensure  to  its  fol^r 
lowers  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  worldly  pro^rity : 

Voiu  II.  63 
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tliat  it  mH  certainly  Invest  thein  with  anfliortty,  exalt  ibeitt 
to  eminence,  or  crown  them  with  affluence.  OodlineM  baft 
no  apeciftc  promise  of  this  nature.  It  has  no  specific  prom- 
ise of  worldly  good.  It  does  not  engage  to  make  its  Tota* 
ries  rich  or  great,  or  noble  in  this  life ;  to  secure  them  fhmi 
the  losses,  the  disappointments,  and  the  cahimlties,  to  wfikh 
the  ungodly  are  liable  ;  to  preclude  even  the  inconVenie^ici^ 
and  hainlships,  which  a  state  of  indigence  entails.  Kay,  iW 
many  occasions.  Godliness,  fkr  from  advancing  a  man% 
temporal  interests,  decidedly  opposes  thebi :  far  frbm  l»- 
sisting  him  in  the  attainment  of  worldly  advantages,  peremp* 
torily  commands  him  to  relinquish  them ;  instead  of  pro- 
curing to  him  the  favor  and  applause  of  his  fellow-creataresy 
exposes  him  to  shame,  to  reproach,  and  to  persecution. 

Neither  docs  **  the  promise  of  the  life  that  now  Is,'*  in- 
clude an  exemption  from  afflictive  dispensations.  It  does  ndt 
imply  that  the  godly  man  shall  be  freed  from  those  x^rsontf 
and  domestic  evils,  to  which  others  are  subject.  It  does 
not  imply  that  he  shall  be  protected  from  the  ravages  bf 
time  and  sickness  :  that  hcf  shall  not  sink  under  the  weight 
of  declining  years,  nor  experience  the  increasing'  infirmities 
of  age :  that  he  shall  literally  be  shielded  against  **  the  pes- 
tilence that  walketh  in  darkness,^'  and  against  <*  the  de* 
itruction  that  wasteth  at  noon-day  :**  that  he  shall  never 
have  reason  to  complain  of  the  unkindness,  the  ingratitodCy 
or  the  treachery  of  fHends :  that  he  shall  never  be  summon- 
ed to  weep  over  the  untimely  tomb  of  a  beloved  relative  : 
that  he  shall  uniformly  be  spared  the  anguish  of  witnessir^g 
the  sufferings,  perhaps  even  the  crimes  of  those,  to  whom 
his  soul  is  knit  by  the  most  endearing  ties.  History  and 
experience  unite  in  opposing  such  an  interpretation.  The 
examples  of  Jacob,  of  Job,  and  of  David,  strikingly  pro- 
claim that  •*  many  are  the  afflictions  of  the  righteous  :•*  that 
the  godly,  far  from  being  exempt  from  ordinary  tronMes, 
are  frequently  visited  with  trials  of  even  superior  magni- 
tude, and  **  nrtist  through  much  tribulation  enter  into  tb© 
kingdom  of  God.'' 

What  then  is  the  import  of  the  apostle's  declaration  ?  If 
GodKness  ensures  not  the  attainment  of  worldly  prosperity  ; 
if  it  enjoys  not  an  exemption  from  afflictive  dispensations ; 
in  what  respects  has  it  the  promise  of  the  life  tliat  now  is  ? 
What  is  the  meaning  of  this  expression  ?  The  meaning  is. 
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t^  the  tendency  of  Godliness  is  to  promote  and  augment 
the  happiness  of  its  followers  in  this  world  ;  that  the  godly 
many  whatever  may  be  his  outward  circumstances,  posses- 
8^  a  source  of  more  real  and  more  permanent  felicity,  than 
^  ungodly  man,  under  the  same,  or  under  diSerent  circum- 
a^ances,  can  possibly  possess :  tliat  the  service  of  God,  if 
considered  only  in  relation  to  the  temporal  comforts,  to  the 
ll^esent  enjoyments  of  all  who  cordially  embrace  it,  claims 
m  decided,  an  unrivalled  superiority  over  the  service  6f  sin  ; 
that,  in  tlie  beautiful  and  expressive  language  of  inspiration, 
tlie  <<  ways  of  religion  are  ways  of  pleasantness,  and  all  her 
paths  are  peace.''* 

Such  is  the  meaning  of  the  declaration  under  review. 

IL  I  proceed  to  confirm  and  illustrate  the  Truth  of  this 
declaration.  ^ 

That  the  tendency  of  Godliness  is  to  promote  and  aug- 
ment  the  happiness  of  its  followers  in  this  world,  is  a  prop- 
osition  which  rests  not  merely  on  assertion.  It  is  a  propo- 
sition capable  of  proof.  Appeal  might,  with  confidence,  be 
ipade  to  the  testimony  of  those  who  are  best  qualified  to  de- 
cide the  question.  Where,  it  may  be  asked,  is  the  nian, 
who,  having  made  trial  of  the  ways  of  Grodliness,  hath  not 
found  them  to  be  ways  of  pleasantness  and  peace  ?  What 
numbers,  who  for  years  have  ti*odden  the  pa^hs  of  sin,  and 
without  restraint  have  participated  in  all  the  pleasures, 
which  ungodliness  can  yield,  have  at  length  been  compelled 
to  own,  that  till  they  were  acquainted  with  genuine  religion, 
they  were  strangers  to  real  happiness  ?  Striking  indeed  are  the 
attestations  in  favor  of  a  godly  life,  wliich  the  reluctant  con- 
fessions of  its  most  inveterate  enemies  have  frequently  adduc- 
ed. Such,  however,  are  not  the  proofs  on  which  I  purpose  to 
ground  the  confirmation  of  this  prooC  I  shall  endeavor  to  shew 
you  that  from  the  nature  of  things,  GrodUoess  must  tend  to  in- 
crease the  happiness  of  its  followers.  I  will  set  before  you  two 
leading  particulars,  in  which  this  tendency  is  manifestly 
displayed.        ^ 

L  Godliness  delivers  those  who  cordially  embrace  it  from 

many  sources  pf  disquietude,  to  which  ungodly  men  ai*e  subject. 

What  api*evailing,  what  a  prolific  source  of  disquietude 

is  a  covetous,  an  envious,  a  repining  temper !  To  this  tern- 

iper,  however,  all  men  are,  in  some  measure,  naturally 

9  pftiv.  3,  ;r, 
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prone :  for  pridfe  and  selfishness  are  deeply  rooted  in  eFcrjr 
heart  To  see  others^  whom  we  deem  at  least  our  equals^ 
perhaps  our  inreriors^  in  merit  and  pretensions*  preferred 
before  us ;  treated  with  greater  respect  or  indulgence  than 
ourselves  ;  enjoying  advantages*  which  we  possess  not ;  or 
admitted  to  privileges*  from  which  we  are  excluded ; — to 
see  them  cchnmended*  admired*  extolled  ;  while  we  are  over- 
lookedy  defamed*  degraded ; — to  see  them  rioting  in  ease  and 
plenty*  experiencing  no  want*  and  gratifying  every  inclina- 
tion ;  while  we  are  constrained  to  stru^e  with  adversity^ 
to  endure  many  painful  deprivations*  and  perhaps  even  to 
pine  in  indigence ; — what  jealousies,  what  hatred*  what  dis- 
content and  murmuring*  do  sights  of  this  nature  foment  and 
nourish  in  the  mind  !  And  can  happiness  reside  in  a  mind 
where  such  passions  are  fomented  and  nourished?  Must 
not  the  bosom*  while  tortured  with  wounded  pride^  with  dis- 
appointed hopes*  or  with  rankling  envy*  be  a  stranger  to 
inward  peace  ?  Look  at  the  wretched  Haman.  Not  **  the 
glory  of  his  riches*  not  the  multitude  of  his  children*  nd 
all  the  things  wherein  the  King  had  promoted  him**'  could 
yield  him  tranquillity  and  happiness.  Hearken  to  his  own 
confession.  ^^  All  this  availeth  me  nothing*  so  long  as  1 
see  Mordecai  the  Jew  sitting  at  the  King's  gate.''* — ^But 
from  this  causfe  of  disquietude  Godliness  sets  its  followers 
free.  |t  teaches  them  in  whatever  state  they  are*  there- 
with to  he  content.  It  lays  the  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree. 
It  strikes  at  the  bottom  of  all  those  carnal  and  selfish  pnn^ 
ciplcs  which  agitate' and  torment  the  natural  heart.  Relig- 
ion* by  discovering  to  the  godly  man  the  true  value  of  world- 
ly objects*  diminshes  and  moderates  his  desire  after  them. 
Convinced  that  his  **  life  consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of 
the  things  which  he  possesseth*"  he  is  no  longer  disposed 
to  covet  the  possession  of  eaKhly  treasures  and  distinctions* 
nor*  consequently*  to  envy  those  who  do  possess  them. 
Taught  to  see  and  to  know  himself  a  sinner*  he  ceases  to 
entertain  high  notions  of  his  own  pretenslbns.  Far  from 
thinking  that  the  blesssings  conferred  on  him  are  less  than 
his  deserts*  he  is  conscious  that  he  has  not  been  rewarded 
according  to  his  iniquities.  He  feels  it  to  be  '*  of  the  Lord's 
mercy  thai  he  is  not  consumed."  Shall  be  then  quarrel 
with  the   divine  dispensations  ?  Shall  he  arraign  ih%  vaj^ 

•  Esther*  v.  la 
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of  ProTidence,  or  maimur  at  that  dbtribotlen  which  the 
Almighty  is  pleased  to  make  of  his  temporal  gifts  ?  Widely 
diflTereiit  are  his  sentiments.  His  language  is,  <  It  is  the 
Lord :  let  him  do  what  seemeth  him  good.  He  has  deadt 
mercifully  with  me.  He  has  bestowed  on  me  true  riches 
and  honor.  Shall  I  be  disquieted  about  the  perishable 
riches  and  honors  of  the  worid  ?  Hath  not  God  a  right  to 
assign  to  me  such  a  portion  of  earthly  things  as  his  wisdom 
sees  to  he  best  ?  Am  I  not  assured  that  he  will  assign  ta 
me  such  a  portion  as  will  eventually  be  most  conducive  to 
his  glory  and  to  my  good  ?  Let  his  will  be  done,  and  his 
will  shall  be  mine.* 

It  must  be  evident  to  all,  that  a  heart  which  speaks  this 
language,  enjoys  a  sweet  serenity  which  the  covetous,  the 
envious,  tlie  discontented  bosom  can  never  know. 

Advert  to  another  prevailing  cause  of  much  disquietude, 
the  fear  of  future  evil.  It  may  be  safely  affirmed,  that  a 
very  large  proportion  of  the  sorrows  of  life  results  not  from 
sufferings  which  are  actually  endured,  but  from  the  appre- 
hension of  those  which  may  be  endured  hereafter.  What 
is  the  subject  of  one  roan's  lamentation  ?  '  Though  my  af- 
fidrs  are  now  in  a  prosperous  condition,  yet  what  security 
do  I  possess  that  a/ad  revetse  may  not  one  day  take  place  ? 
It  is  true  that  at  present  I  am  free  from  want ;  but  this 
may  not  always  be  the  case.  So  long  indeed  as  health  and 
strength  are  continued  to  me,  I  may  hope  to  procure  a  com- 
fortable support  3ut  what  will  be  my  situation,  when 
these  means  of  subsistence  shall  fail  ?  Sickness  may  sudden- 
ly deprive  me  of  the  power  of  maintaining  myself  and  my 
family :  or  if  I  should  escape  this  calamity  ;  if  I  should  not 
be  disabled  by  immature  disease,  yet  old  age  will  at  length 
surely  arrive,  and  will  render  me  incapable  of  labor.  How 
shall  I  then  sustain  increasing  infirmities,  poverty,  and  sick- 
ness ?'  What  is  the  language  of  another  ?  *  Hitherto  my 
children  have  proved  to  me  an  unfailing  source  of  consola- 
tion and  delight.  I  see  in  them  every  qualification,  which 
can  rejoice  or  gratify  a  parent's  heart.  But  my  present  sat- 
isfaction in  contemplating  them  is  greatly  interrupted  by 
many  anxious  fears,  many  gloomy  forebodings  on  their  ac- 
count. Who  can  tdl  what  unforeseen  afflictions  they  may 
be  doomed  hereafter  to  encounter  7  Who  can  tell  how  many 
tears  and  groans  they  may  hereafter  cost  me  I  I  may  live 
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to  behoU  them  tke  victims  of  pain»  of  povertf ,  qf  iniMpy, 
of  death  :  or  I  may  be  taken  from  tbem^  and  thus  migr  b% 
compelled  to  leave  them  fatherless  and  friendless  in  tha  midst 
of  a  cruel  and  ensnaring  world/  Let  me  app^l  to  mmhersy 
\rheUier  alarms  of  thb  nature  do  not  occasionally  ialr»da 
into  their  bosoms,  and  embitter  many  of  their  present  com- 
foits.     But  from  such  alarms  Godliness  delivers  those  who 
cordially  embrace  it.     It  does  not  indeed  render  theon  ia- 
sensible  to  the  changes  and  calamities,  to  wiijch  iq  this  nn« 
certain  life  they  are  exposed ;  but  it  furnishes  Ihem  witk 
an  adequate  defence  against  the  overwheloiing  fear  oC  fu- 
ture evils.     Religion  both  teaches  and  enables  its  followers 
to  believe,  that  **  not  a  sparrow  lalleth  to  the  ground  wttli- 
out  their  Father ;  that  the  Lord  careth  for  the  rigiitaoua  ;- 
that  all  things  work  togetlier  for  good  to  them  that  lo\e 
God.''     Supported  by  tlieso  assurances^  the  |^ly  man  caa 
look  forward  without  dismay.     ^*  He  is  not  afraid  of  evil 
tidings :  his  heart  is  fixedi  trusting  in  the  Lord.^'     Hia 
mind  is  kept  in  perfect  peace,  because  it  is  staid  on  God." 
Should  sufferings  be  pi*epared  for  him  ;  he  trusts  that  wbso 
they  arrive,  sufficient  strength   will  be   imparted  to  bear 
them.     Should  trials  be  approaching,  he  consoles  himaett 
with  the  promise,  that,  with  the  temptation,  a  way  of  es* 
eape  will  be  opened.     He  is  aware  thai  poverty  aad  dis- 
tress may  come  upon  him  ;  and  he  endeavors,  by  all  pos- 
sible and  lawful  means,  to  prevent  or  frustrate  tbeir  attacks. 
But,  having  used  these  precautions,  lie  is  not  disquieted 
concerning  their  success.    He  leaves  events  with  God,  *'H^ 
takes  no  C^nxiousJ  thought  for  the  morrow."     He  ia^Msea 
not  on  the  present  day  a  burden  which  does  not  behmg  to 
it     *  The  same  merciful  hand,'  he  exclaims,  <  which  haa 
fed  and  clothed  me  to  day,  will  feed  and  clothe  me  ia-mor- 
row.     I  know  whom  1  have  believed  ;  and  am  ivot  afraid  to 
confide  in  his  power  and  faithfulness.     I  am  not  afraid  <«f 
entrusting  my  temporal  concerns  with  Him,  to  whose  care  I 
have  committed  my  eternal  interests.     He,  who  (^  nnder- 
taken  to  save  my  immortal  soul,  will  provide  for  the  aapr 
port  of  my  perishing  body.     He,  who  has  resfrved  a  pbict 
for  me  in  iieaven^  will  not  suffer  me  to  want  any  thing  that 
is  really  good  by  the  way.     I  repose  all  things  in  his  hands. 
My  soul,  my  body,  my  children,  my  worMIy  affairs,  art 
safe  under  his  protection.     1  rely  on  his  ^prapioits  ded^n^- 
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*oii,tfcat'HelRrffl  never  leave  ine  nor  forsake  me/  Need 
I  askf  whether  a  mind  thus  freed  from  gloomy  and  distre«- 
ttng  fearsy  does  not  experience  a  composure^  and  a  deliglit 
pecatiarly  its  own  2 

A  third  caosc  of  great  disquietude  to  which  human  naturt 
is  Incident,  is  the  prospect  of  death.     Nothing  is  more  evi- 
Amt  than  that  death  is  a  subject  highly  distasteful  to  men. 
Ttiey  loVe  not  to  hear  of  death,  to  talk  of  death,  to  think  of 
dfttth.     They  have  recourse  to  nnmberleas  expedients,  that 
they  maylianish  the  thoughts  of  death   from  their  mind. 
Does  the  idea  occasionally  obtrude  ?  They  instantly  dis- 
imitm  It,  *«  Co  thy  way  for  this  time ;  when  we  have  a  more 
con veftieftt  season,  we  wiH  call   for  thee.^     Are  they  occa- 
iftionaHy  constrained  to  remember  and  acknowledge  the  uncer- 
tain tenure  of  ttielr  own  existence  ?  They  speedily  labor  to 
foi^tit.     *  Why  should  we  be  tormented  before  our  time? 
Why  aliould  we  cast  a  gloom  over  the  present  scene  by  anti- 
cipating the  dreary  prospect  of  dissolution  ?'  In  this  manner 
men  feel  and  argue.     Tliey  dread  death  as  an  enemy,  from 
Whose  iron  grasp  they  would,  if  it  were  possible,  gladly  es- 
cape I  and  thus,  ^  through  the  fear  of  death  are  all  their 
life-time  subject  to  bondage/' — But  from  this  cause  also  of 
disquietude.  Godliness  emancipates  its  followers.     One  ex- 
press object  of  Christ's  coming  in  the  flesh  was  to  deliver 
his  pec^e  from  this  wretched  bondage.     Afid  they  are  de- 
livered from  it.     Die  indeed  they  must,  as  well  as  others. 
This  debt  to  sin  they  are  not  exempted  from  discharging. 
But  death  to  them  has  lost  its  terrors.     Though  still  expos- 
ed to  the  stroke^  they  are  freed  from  the   dread  of  death. 
Snabled  to  look  forward  with  hope  beyond  the  grave,  they 
ean  look   upon  it  without  dismay.     Christ  has  disarmed 
death  of  its  sting.     Wliy  then  should  they  be  afraid  to  en- 
counter this  vanquished  enemy  ?  Death  is  to  them  the  mes- 
senger of  peace  aad  joy:  the  messenger  which  is  sent  to 
terminate  every  trial,  to  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes, 
to  transport  them  to  the  blessed  mansions  of  their  heavenly 
Father.     Why  then  should  they  tremble  at  its  approach? 
Securely  can  they  trust  the  time,  the  mode,  the  circumstances 
af  their  departure  out  of  Hfe  to  Him,  who  has  destroyed 
death,  and  has  promised  that  when  his  people  pass  through 
•  the  waters,' He  will  be  with  them.     What  is  their  language  ? 
^*  Yea,  tlmogh  wc  waft  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


504 

death,  we  will  feat*  no  evil :  for  tho«  art  with  as  ;  tkjroi 
and  thy  staff  thejr  shall  comfort  us.** 

Behold  another  proof  of  that  superior  Inppiat8i»  winck 
Godliness  vindicates  to  herself. 

2.  fiat  Godliness  not  only  delivers  Its  feUovers  kma 
many  caases  of  disquietude,  to  which  ung^dty  «mi  am 
subject :  it  opens  also  a  source  of  positive  mj^yoMot^  fnMD 
which  others  are  totally  excluded.  How  unMtiiryiii|;  aae 
the  pleasures  of  the  world,  how  delusive  are  the  gmtiici^ 
tions  of  sin,  compared  with  that  ftiU  and  sttbitantial  hap- 
piness, which  the  people  of  God  ^Eperieiice  in  rdigioii! 
They  have  Caminunion  with  God.  They  have  ficUowahii^ 
with  the  Father  and  with  the  Son.  Becoadkd  to  God  bjr 
the  blood  of  Christ,  pardoned,  juatifiedy  aoeepM»  m  tbm 
Beloved,  tliey  have  access  with  confidence  to  the  thfoiie  of 
grace.  Inconceivable  is  the  delight  which  iows  to  theui 
from  this  privilege.  God  thty  contemjdate  as  a  Fatbe^^ 
who  tenderly  loves,  pities,  and  supparts  theai :  who  f/iA 
anxious  solicitude  watches  over  their  indeivat^  aad  attenda 
even  to  the  minutest  circumstances,  in  which  their  fiiilici^  or 
their  safety  is  involved.  Hence  the  daily  bkssiag^*  which  ia 
common  with  others  they  receive,  assaoM  to  them  the  form  of 
special  mercies.  The  food  by  which  th^  are  aaatataedf  tha 
raiment  which  they  wear,  the  air  which  4heiy  hreathot  am 
gifts  not  only  received  with  thankfalneso,  but  sweetened  by  the 
recollection  of  th^gracious  and  boaatiful  BeneCactor«— Tb^ 
set  the  Lord  alway  before  them.  In  the  works  of  nature^  ia 
the  events  of  Providence,  while  they  acfcaawledge  and  adore 
the  hand  of  God,  they  feel  an  inward  compbcency  resultit|g 
from  a  sense  of  the  relation  which  they  hear  to  Him*  the 
Almighty  Creator,  Governor,  and  ContruUer  of  the  Uni- 
verse.— ^l^hey  walk  with  God.  Are  Ibey  visited  with  af- 
flictions ?  They  have  a  Friend,  to  whoai»  without  restraint 
or  fear,  they  can  pour  out  the  sorrows  of  their  heart  U^e 
they  reason  to  rejoice?  They  abound  in  praise  andgnajfi- 
tude :  and  thus  expressing  the  devout  affections  oC  jthe^r 
soul,  receive  a  tenfold  increase  of  happiness.  **  Filled  ft'^k 
all  i>cace  and  joy  in  believing,  they  abound  in  hope  tbro^igh 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghast" — But  in  vain  do  we  atteoipt 
by  language  to  convey  an  adequate  conception  of  the  enjoy- 
ment which  the  goiUy  man  poaaessea.  In  order  to  be  know^t 
it  must  be  (elt     It  is  that  **  secret  of  the  Lord  wbich.ia 
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llMaiiliitfiMrliiai:''  thai  ^  peace  of  God,  which  pui^ 
etb  «il  anderatariding  :'*  that  <«  bidden  jiqr  with  which  • 
stranger  intenoeddleth  not :''  that  blessed  effect  of  the  in- 
ward  abiding  of  the  Comfortert  ^<  even  the  Spirit  of  Truths 
inkaai  the  worU  cannot  receive^  because  it  seeth  him  not^ 
jMkber  kaoweth  bin/' 

Soch  an  aoaie  of  the  proolii  which  confirm  the  propest* 
«Mi  in  the  text,  ^t  <<  Godliness  bus  promise  of  the  life  that 
Mwis.^ 

Wbat^  my  brethren,  are  yanr  oonclusions  on  the  subject  ? 
HithaHo  jaa  baia  deemed  rdigion,  so  far  as  this  world  is 
eoncernedy  a  discouraging,  an  unprofitable  pursuit  *Ton 
Imito  been  aocnstomed  to  look  upon  the  godly  man  as  suffer^ 
tag  atleast  coasiderable  deductioas  from  his  present  happir 
•essy  as  saoriftdng  a  large  proportion  of  ease,  of  comfort  of 
enjiqrment  in  **  the  life  that  now  ts.'^  Tou  have  habitutlly 
aasociatad  in  your  mind  the  idea  of  Gtodliness  with  that  of 
flMlancholy  and  gfaMBh  Has  the  discussion  tended  to  con^ 
vince  yon  that  sach  aa  association  is  unwarranted  and  in« 
oangmous  ?  Do  yotf  now  perceive  that  yonr  former^ntiments 
•riginaled  in  ^pMrance  and  error  2  Do  you  now  perceive 
that,  even  in  respect  to  this  worid.  Godliness  is  gain  ?  May 
aacb,  at  this  awment,  be  your  views  on  this  interesting 
point !  For  surely  with  sach  views  you  cannot  continue  in 
mn  ungodly  state.  Convinced  that  the  ways  of  religion  arr 
laays  of  pleasantness  and  peace»  you  cannot  but  wish  to 
afam  that  pleasantness,  to  taste  that  peace.  The  pleasures 
af  sin  indeed  mast  be  renounced,  before  you  can  ^q^erienca 
«he  delighttf  of  Godliness.  Bat  who  would  not  willin^y  ra- 
liaqaish  tumultuoas  and  unsatisfying  joys,  for  caha  and  sol- 
id happiness  ?  Who  woald  not  willingly  relinquish  the  pleas- 
area  of  sta,  which  are  bat  for  a  season,  and  wbich  leave  ft 
deadly  sting  behind,  tor  the  pleasures  of  religion,  which 
aeter  fail  nor  doy  ;  pleasures,  which  death,  instead  of  teiv 
aiinating,  inconceivably  aagmantB.  For  be  it  remembered, 
that  Godliness  has  promise,  not  only  <rf  the  life  that  now  is^ 
hut  ^  of  that  also  whieh  is  to  ooaw.''  In  this  sense  it  may  be 
pre-eminently  said,  that  ^  Length  of  days  is  in  her  right 
band,  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and  honor."  My  breth- 
ren, make  these  riches  your  own.  Appropriate  this  homNr 
to  yoursdves.  Seek  heavenly  wisdom  $  and  yon  ahidl  find 
Mwt  «*  the  merchandise  of  it  is  better  than  the  merchandize 

\%u  III  64 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


50< 

df  sSver^  tnd  tbe  gtifi  tbereof  tbm  fime  goM/'     B^  _ 
and  you  shall  participate  in  a(l  that  happiiMsa  vhicb  OodlU 
nesii  confers. 

Recollect*  however,  what  is  the  nature  of  Godliness.  Be- 
collect  that  the  Godliness  to  which  the  promises  are  given, 
is  not  merely  a  persuasion,  net  merely  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  power  and  the  providence  of  God  ;  not  merriy  a  pro- 
fession  of  dependence  on  that  power  and  that  providence. 
No.  It  is  Christianity.  It  is  bith  in  Jesus.  It  is  tha 
hope  of  the  Gospel.  It  is  love,  the  fruit  of  faith.  Recol- 
lect, that  this  Godliness,  both  in  its  osnmiaicement  and 
in  its  progresSf  is  the  gift  and  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
of  God.  Recollect,  that  the  foundation  of  this  Godliness 
must  be  laid  in  a  deep  conviction  of  sin,  in  an  utter  renon- 
ciation  of  every  self-righteous  plea,  in  «cordtal  aoqaicncence 
In  the  revealed  method  of  salvation.  Recollect  that  the  ev» 
idtnee  of  this  Godliness  consists  in  a  life  of  holiness^  in  a 
faithful  discharge  of  every  duty,  in  the  univearied  exercise 
of  purity,  of  patience,  of  self-denial,  of  disinterestcdnesB,  of 
all  those  heavenly  tempers  and  affections,  which  shone  so 
illastriously  in  Christ,  and  distinguish  and  adorn  bis  true 
people  on  earth. 

If  such  be  not  the  nature  of  your  Godliness,  think  not  to 
experience  an  interest  in  the  promise.  Soma  of  you,  per- 
haps, who  assume  the  prgfeasion  of  religion,  oomplain  that 
you  have  been  deceived  in  the  expectations  which  you  have 
been  induced  to  form ;  that  you  find  not  in  the  ways  of 
Godliness,  that  happiness  which  you  had  hoped  to  find.  Bill 
let  me  in^uii^e,  Is  not  the  cause  of  this  disappointiiient  im 
yourselves  ?  Are  you  not  seeking  to  enjoy  the  privileges, 
while  you  neglect  the  duties  of  religion  ?  Are  not  you  care- 
less in  improving  the  means  of  graoe  i  are  not  you  remiss' 
in  private  prayer  ?  Is  not  your  conduct  inconsistent  with 
your  profecsions  ?  In  the  pursuit  and  tte  employment.!^ 
worldly  things,  do  not  you  loo  nearly  resemble  the  cfieidjr 
trreligions  and  ungodly  i  If  this  be  the  case,  cease  to. won* 
der,  cease  to  complain,  that  you  are  strangers  to  the  eoia* 
forts  i)f  religion.  Would  you  taste  these  comforts,  arise 
and  trim  your  lamps.  Cast  off  your  sloth  and  ncgUgenca. 
Deny  and  mortify  your  worldly  spirit  •*  Let  your  conver- 
sation be  as  bccometh  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  Thus  shall* 
you  partake  of  the  consolations  of  the  GospeL     Thus  prac- 
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Ucally  cboesiog  the  Lord  for  your  Portion^  you  Bhall  find 
Um,  both  in  the  life  tliat  now  i8»  as  well  as  in  that  which  is 
to  conOf  your  exceeding  great  Reward. 


SEHMON  XLl^ 

Earnestness  in  Religion,  recommended  and  Enforced. 

lAJKBf  xiii.  24. 

Strive  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate :  for  many,  I  my  wUo  you^ 
shall  suk  to  enter  in,  and  shall  not  be  able* 

THERE  is  in  the  human  mind  a  strong  pro- 
pensity to  indulge  in  unprofitable  speculation :  while  in 
nothing  men  more  clearly  betray  this  propensity,  than  in 
their  ppesumptnous  attempts  to  penetrate  into  those  myste- 
ries, which  the  Divine  Wisdom  has  thought  fit  to  veil  in 
•bscurity.  Such  criminal  curiosity  the  Scriptures  in  the 
most  decided  manner  discourage  and  reprove.  They  teach 
US,  that  our  true  interest,  no  less  thaii  our  duty,  consists, 
not  in  prying  into  things  which  are  purposely  hidden  from 
our  eyes,  but  in  converting  to  a  proper  use  and  a  practical 
improvement,  those  truths  which  the  Almighty  has  been 
pleased  to  disclose.  '*  The  secret  things  belong  uiito  the 
Lord  our  Gk)d  :  but  those  things  which  are  revealed,  belong 
unto  08,  and  to  our  children  for  ever,  that  we  may  do  all 
the  words  of  this  law/'* 

The  text  when  viewed  In  connection  with  tlie  circum- 
stances which  introduced  it,  illustrates  these  remarks.  As 
our  Saviour  was  *^  going  through  the  cities  and  villages 
teaching,"  a  certain  person  proposed  to  him  a  questiaii,  re- 
specting the  number  of  tliose  who  should  finall^^  be  admitted 
to  heaven  :  **  Lord,  are  there  few  that  be  saved  ?''  J(^8lls, 
who  saw  what  was  in  man,  knew  that  this  qucstiim  was  ^he 
dictate  of  a  vain  and  curious  mind.  He  thcrcfaro  mado  no 
direct  reply.     Desirous  however  of  cori-ecting  tlie  spirit 
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wbkh  suggested  the  inquiry,  tm  sIm  df  iapraringr  tbe  •pw 
portunity  for  tlie  beiieftty  not  oiily  of  the  person  eoncenniy 
but  of  ail  M«  ho  were  stan^tng  arovnd^  he  a«Mly  iiWywiit 
this  strilLing  and  solemn  admonition  :  **  Strire  to  eater  te 
at  the  strait  gate  :  for  many*  I  say  unto  yoa»  shidl  seek  f» 
enter  in»  and  shall  not  be  able.*'  *  Suppress  all  Mk  OfBcmia 
tions  on  subjects,  from  which  no  profit  can  be  derired  :  «ak- 
jecte,  in  which  you  possess  no  real  interest.  Instead  «C 
indulging  a  foolish  curiosity  with  respect  to  the  iiial  con- 
dition of  others,  make  your  own  calling  and  electioB  8«ro, 
Whether  the  number  of  those,  who  shall  erentoaUy  be  m^M, 
be  great  or  small,  see  that  you  yourselves  are  tsdaded  in  that 
pumber.  Let  this  be  your  grand,  your  primary  concern.  For 
the  attainment  of  thb  end  let  all  diligence  be  exercised  ; 
let  every  nerve  be  strained.  The  salvation  of  Hue  mnA  \%  i 
work,  the  accomplishment  of  which  is  opposed  by  formkbble 
difficulties,  and  must  be  effected  by  incessant  labor.  Hftber 
theft  let  your  most  stremioiis  oSbrts  be  dkecled.  Benrit  not 
your  exertions ;  lest  yon  should  ultimately  be  disappoiaisd 
of  your  hope ;  and  should  be  found  among  tfaut  mi 
company  wlio,  notwithstanding  their  desires  md 
ors  after  heaven,  will  be  finally  excluded  fhMBitJ 

Such  was  the  occasion  and  the  svhstance  ^  this  avM 
admonition.  But  the  admonition  is  not  less  seasonaMa  neiw, 
than  it  was  then.  The  instroetion  conveyed  in  it»  i$  not 
kss  important,  less  necessary  to  us,  than  it  was  to  tho  per- 
flDns,  to  whom  it  was  originally  addressed.  Bqurily  Ibr* 
aiidid>le  are  the  dMcuities,  which  stilt  obstrvct  the  entrance 
hita  heaven.  Equally  great  is  the  danger  of  ( 
In  this  ardootts  attempt.  Equally  imperioas  is  tfie  i 
^  of  giving  aH  diligence  to  make  our  calUogf  aaddecttda 
sure.  On  these  grounds  I  shall  apply  the  passage  to  ^ 
sel\*es.  What  our  Lord  on  this  occasion  said  to  the  ^ 
who  were  present,  *•  he  says  unto  alL-^^Bcriro  to  eater  ia«t 
the  strait  gate :  for  many,  I  say  unto  yoa^  sbaH  seek  ^  as- 
ter ia>  and  shallr  not  be  abfe.** 

In  dtscoarsing  on  these  words  with  a  view  to  ehiMitB 
the  meaning  and  the  importance  of  the  admonttloB,! shall 
propose  for  discussion  two  particulars  suggested  by  the  tcx;^ 

L  The  Difficuktes,  which  obstract  the  Eatrawra  into 
Heaven. 

II.  The  Causes  of  that  Disappointment,  which  many  i^ 
Che  momentous  concern  of  their  Soul  will  experienoe. 
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h  A«  mcstywbm  viewed  under  difbreut  aqpeela  ai^ 
iMNte  difereiit  kiies^  and  presents  itself  in  different  fornis. 
Bmco  it  ocOMMy  that  the  descripttons  of  the  same  object 
Magr  •omeftines  vary  oonsiderahly  from  each  othery  and  oc- 
eastonalty  nay  even  involve  seeming  inconsistencies  and  con- 
Imdicttons.  Such  is  the  oaae  with  respect  to  the  revealed 
Wiay  of  salvation.  On  th^  o«e  haad^  it  is  set  forth  as  a 
:way  naiwiw  and  intricate ;  difiicolt  of  access^  replete  with 
ohsticles :  a  way,  whkh  reqaires  in  all  who  enter  on  it, 
ttneeasing  exertion^  clrcumspectlonf  and  fortitude*  On  th# 
other  hand;  it  is  described  as  a  way»  easy  to  be  found,  fre« 
and  open  to  all :  an  bigh-WM^f  so  plain  and  direct,  that 
**  the  way-faring  menf  though  fools,  shall  not  err  therein  i*^ 
a  way,  fn  which  wo  may  walk  secure  from  fear  and  dan- 
ger ;  a  way  of  [rieasantness  and  peace.  How  can  we  ac- 
oMiwt  far  representations  apparently  so  inconsistent  and  con- 
tradictory ?  Do  they  result  from  a  statement,  on  either  side 
false  or  exaggerated  ?  No.  They  are  occasioned  by  the 
dUferent  aspects  under  which  the  subject  it  contemiriated. 
Viewed  in  connection  with  tho  rich  and  comprehensive  offers 
of  the  €kispel»  with  its  gracious  and  encouraging  promiseSf 
with  the  adequate  prevision  made  for  the  spiritual  support, 
direction,  and  consolation  of  all  its  followers,  the  way  of 
salvation  may  justly  lay  claim  to  the  cbeerfdl  and  inviting 
character  assigned  to  it :  while  considered  merely  in  refer- 
once  to  the  aitiuous  duties  which  it  prescribes,  and  to  the 
natural  indisposition  and  inability  of  man  for  discharging 
them.  It  no  lees  justly  warrants  the  gloomy  and  forbidding 
colors,  in  which  it  is  occasionally  depicted. 

Sncb  are  the  colors  in  which  it  is  depicted  in  the  text. 
Onr  Lord  denominates  the  way  of  salvation  **  The  Strait 
Gate  :*'  an  expression,  which  plunly  intimates  the  formida- 
liledificnHies  that  obstruct  the  entrance  into  heaven.  Let 
the  nature  of  these  difficulties  be  investigated.  From  what 
flonrce  do  they  principally  originate  ?  From  the  humbling 
and  hcdy  tendency  of  the  Gospel,  so  repugnant  to  the  proud 
and  carnal  heart  of  man. 

The  Gospel  directly  opposes  human  pride.  It  pours 
contempt  on  the  lofty  pretensions  of  human  wisdom  and  hu- 
man merit.  It  proclaims  to  man,  that  with  all  his  boasted 
excellence,  and  fancied  superiority,  he  is  nothing :  that  un- 
til he  has  felt  and  confessed  himself  ta  be  nothing,  he  cannot 
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even  hue  enUni  on  tlio  way  ^f  sal vattan.  11» iiaqMl  coai- 
niands  bim  to  renounce  his  own  rigkteousness  |  to  red^f e 
eternal  life  as  a  gilt  freely  bentowed,  wbdly  unomtiHL  It 
clirects  liim  to  become  a  fooli  that  be  may  be  wise.  It-na^ 
snres  him»  that  <<  except  he  be  converlad  and  become  as  aUt^ 
tie  child,  he  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  beama  i 
that  except  he  be  bom  again»  he  cannot  see  the  iingdoa  of 
God**'  These  are  declarations  highly  offensiiu)  to  twrnm*^ 
pride  :  declarations,  which  in  no  smaU  degree  contriboleto 
narrow  and  obstruct  the  entrance  into  heaven.  Ni^  to  the 
natural  man,  the  very  nm^ioity  of  the  method  of  salratioo 
revealed  in  the  Gospel^  constitutes  an  obstacle  In  Ms  way. 
He  cannot  submit  to  make  trial  oi  means,  which  seem  to 
him  SQ  futile  and  inadequate,  and  accord  so  UttJe  with  his 
carnal  prejudices.  When  Naaman  the  leper.  Captain  of  the 
host  of  the  King  of  Syria,  **  came  with  his  horses  and  with 
his  chariot,  and  stood  at  the  door  of  Elisba  ;^  the  ftoftU 
**  sent  a  mensenger  unto  hioA,  saying,  Go»  and  wash  in  Jor- 
dan seven  times,  and  thy  flesh  shall  come  again  unto  thee 
and  tliou  sbalt  be  clean.''*  How  was  the  direction  reoeir- 
td  ?  AYitb  disgust  and  indignation.  Naamao,  fofgetftd  of 
bis  loathsome  and  degraded  condition,  and  elated  with  pride 
and  self-importance,  had  been  painting  to  bis  imagination 
the  splendid  and  respectful  manamv  in  which  he  had  trusted 
tlie  cure  would  iiave  been  wrought  **  Behold,  1  thonght»  be 
will  surely  come  out  to  me,  and  stand,  and  call  on  the  nmne 
of  the  Lord  his  God,  and  strike  his  hand  over  the  place  ^ 
and  recover  the  leper.''  Such  a  method  of  accoaipUshing 
tiie  cure  would  in  his  views  have  been  consistent  with  his 
dignity,  and  adapted  to  the  occasion.  Bat  to  dip  himadf 
SSAcn  times  in  Jordan,  to  wash  and  bec|ean,  was  a  mode  mf 
relief  wholly  unsuited  to  his  rank,  and  too  simple  to  be  at- 
tended with  efficacy.  **  So  he  turned  and  went  awi^  in  a 
rage.'* — Behold  a  lively  i*epresentatioa  of  the  nataral  manw 
**  Bid  hiHi  do  some  great  thing  :"  propose  to  him  to  seek 
salvalion  by  some  scheme  of  human  invention  ;  some  scheme 
which  NNill  at  onre  flatter  his  pride  and  gratify  his  self-im- 
]K)rtaHre,  and  he  will  readily  accede  to  Ute  proposal.  Out 
*•  Brl;e\c  and  Li\e. — L<iok  unto  Christ  and  be  saved  :" — 
this  i.s  a  direction^  which  appeal's  to  him  foiiHshtiess  :  a  dhc 
rccliun,  neither  suited  to  llie  ctase^  nor  becoming  hi^  digni-: 

•  2  Kin^s,  V,  9,  la 
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if  I  aAfrMtioBt  which  tWtntr  incors  Ms  ridicule  or  pro- 
Talus  his  wrath. 

Bat  while  the  Gospel  is  haiDblingy  it  is  also  holy  in  its 
teadeacy*  It  is  a  d«>ctrine  according  to  godliness.  The 
nan  who  waald  eater  in  at  <<  the  Strait  Gate/'  must  divest 
himsdC  not  only  of  pride»'  but  of  all  sin.  **  Cleansing  him- 
salf  froai  aU  ftlthiness  of  the  flesh  and  spirit,  he  mnst  per- 
fect heUkneaa  in-  the  fear  of  God.''  Into  the  new  Jenisalem» 
^*  Ibece  shall  in  no  wise  enter  any  thing*  tliat  defileth ;  nei- 
ther whatsoever  worketh  abomination,  or  maketh  a  lie. — 
Know  f^  not  that  the  oorighteous  shall  not  inherit  the  king- 
dom of  God  ?  Be  not  deceived :  neither  fornicators,  nor  idola- 
tors,  nor  adulterers,  nor  thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor  drunkards, 
nor  revilers,  nor  extortioners,  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God/'*  One  sin  allowedly  practised  excludes  the  sinner 
from  heaven.  Were  the  case  not  thus ;  were  aH  men  per- 
mitted to  indulge  one  fnvarite  sin,  witliout  forfeiting  their 
title  to  salvation  $  could  Balaam  participate  in  the  wages  of 
unrighteousness,  and  yet  die  the  death  of  the  righteous; 
couki  Herod  refuse  to  put  away  Herodias,  and  yet  escape 

'  the  censure  of  the  Baptist ;  then  wouM  the  entrance  into 
heaven  he  easy  :  then  would  the  gate  be  wide.  But  let 
such  suppositions  be  instantly  dismissed.  The  g^e  is  strait. 
The  Gospel  prescribes  universal  holiness,  it  accepts  no 
oompromise  for  sin  :  it  admits  no  exceptions :  it  allows  no 
reserves.  Hence  results  another  of  the  difficulties  in  ques- 
tion^  Men  naturally  bve  sin.  Do  they  experience  then 
no  dificidty  in  parting  with  it  7  Do  they  experience  no  dif- 
ficatty  in  dyt^g  unto  sin  and  living  unto  righteousne49s ;  ia 
cmcifying  the  flesh  with  the  aflfecttons  and  lusts ;  in  morti- 
fying their  members,  which  are  upon  earth  |  in  denying 
themselves  ;  in  taking  up  their  cross  ;  in  cutting  off  a  right 
hand  ;  in  plucking  out  a  right  eye  ?  These  are  painful  op- 
erations t  operations,  which  directly  thwart  tlie  evil  propen- 
sitfea  of  tha  natural  heart ;  and  fully  justify  the  representa- 
tion given  in  tlie  text. 

II.  I  aibrert  to  the  causes  of  that  disappointment,  which 

'  moiny  in  the  momentous  concern  of  their  soul  will  experience. 

Most  awful    is  the  truth  here  submitted  to  our   view. 

^*  Many  shall  seek  to  enter   in  and   shall  not    be  able." 

Tiif  y  sltsU  ^esiref  they  shall  endeavor  to  piH>cure  admbsion 

•  2  Cor.  vii.  1.       Rer.  axl  27.       1  Cor.  vi.  9,  10.    • 
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into  Hm  ktegiMi  «r  hmmm.  Bi*  IMv 
frnitlfM,  tbeir  endeaTMv  ineActod.  Alter  att  tkeir  attMifli 
thej  lihftH  for  ever  be  esdMW  frwi  the  ■WMJuw  ^Ihe 
Messed.  Are  we  staggered  at  tUa  dedaratiM  2  Mia  (to 
dedaraliaa  of  Christ  hioMetf;  delivered  in  a  aHnmar  pa«ft- 
liarij  aokaMi  and  ia^masive.  ^  Mmnjf  I  say  mla  ym 
shall  aeelL.ta  enter  m  and  ahaH  not  he  aMe.'* — Ihit  dsas  not 
this  declaration  militate  against  the  general  pransae  ddla- 
eredaho  hj  Christ,  ''Seekainl  ye  abni  AndK*  Darn  It 
not  contradict  that  other  general  dadamtion  of  onrlM-My 
•<  He  that  oeeketh  Andeth?''  My  hrethren,  the  OfarljiiniiM 
cannot  disagree.  Wherever  they  appear  to  difev^  the  Ht- 
feranee  is  in  appearance  only.  Hie  sssertioa  fai  the  text 
most  he  understoodt  not  in  an  abaolnte,  hal  inn  ^anlifltfl 
aense.  We  are  told  of  soaie,  who  ^  aalmni  reoilve  mA  hia- 
canse  they  ask  amiss."^  The  pemona,  qieken  of  hi  11* 
text,  «<  seek  and  «nd  not,**  becaose  they  ^oeakamiaB.^  Tb^ 
puraoe  not  the  object  of  their  search  hy  aneh  aMasw,  or  in 
anch  ways,  as  are  necessary  to  ensare  sncceoa.  Their  fti^ 
vre  and  disappointment  are  to  be  ascrilMd  to  the  <tftttff» 
ami  inadequale  manner  in  whieh  they  seek  the  attsinment  of 
their  wishes.  Let  some  of  the  principal  canoca  oC  tMr 
fhilare  and  disappointment  he  atatod  and  explaiMd. 

1.  One  ohvioQS  reason,  why  many  seek  to  enter  hi  nnl 
are  not  able,  is  that  they  seek  not  in  the  ^  appoi«le4M(y«*^ 
Nothing  is  more  expiicitiy  revealed  in  Scrlptare,  than  lluit 
there  is  hut  one  way,  one  entrance  into  lieaven.  Hear  whit 
Christ  saith  :  <«  I  am  the  way,  the  tmth,  and  the  Mb:  w» 
man  cometh  unto  the  Father  hat  hy  me^*— I  am  Urn 
hy  me  if  any  man  enter  in«  be  shall  he  savod.**t 
what  the  Baptist  saith  :  ^  He  that  believeth  on  the  800,  hsMi 
everlasting  liie  :  he  that  belleveth  not  the  Son,'  ahaH  net  we 
life  :  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  Mm.'*^  Sack  is  the 
way  prescribed.  Should  any,  in  rieglect,  in  rejeetinti  of  Ml 
way,  seek  to  enter  in  by  some  other  door  ;  can  we  wsndu'> 
tliat  they  are  not  able  ?  Yet  what  hnmbers  are  gnihy  atthlft 
fully  !  What  nambers,  settii^  at  nought  this  ConM[i*Slone»  ^ 
this  one  Foundation,  which  God  has  laid  in  Zion,piaoettsl^' 
ground-work,  and  erect  their  building  bn  the  aandf  What 
numbers  seek  by  their  obedience,  by  their  aknqpivbig,  by 
tlieir  useful  lives,  by  their  aaiiable  tempers  to  prociore  an  en- 

•  Jamct,  W.  3.         f  John.  xiv.  0.   x.  9L        %  lofan»  S.  SOL 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


51S 

trance  into  hMvm  ?  These  tbtngs,  indeed,  in  tbeir  proper 
plaee,  are  essential  to  salvation.  Tbejr  are  the  omaments  of 
the  Christian  profession :  the  proper  fraits  and  evidences  of 
an  interest  in  Christ  But  they  are  not  ChrisU  Tbejr  can- 
■ot  supply  the  want  of  an  interest  in  him.  They  cannot 
reconcile  us  uato  the  Father ;  nor  obtain  for  us  the  gift  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  renew  and  sanctify  our  heart.  They 
are  in  truth  the  cansequenui,  which  flow  from  reconciliation ; 
they  are  the  ^ecU  of  the  renewing  and  sanctifying  influen- 
ces of  the  Spirit ;  nor  till  we  are  reconciled  to  God  by  faith 
in  the  blood  of  his  Son ;  till  we  are  created  anew  in  Christ 
Jesus  unto  good  works ;  can  we  bring  forth  any  fruit  ac- 
ceptaUe  to  God.  Pardon  and  a  new  heart  must  in  a  guil- 
ty and  a  corrupt  creature  precede  the  performance  of  good 
works.  How  absurd  then,  how  preposterous  is  the  attempt 
to  sedL  salvation  by  our  own  works  to  the  exclusion  of 
Christ !  Such  an  attempt,  from  the  very  nature  of  things, 
aittst  terminato  in  disappointment  St  Paul,  in  the  most 
pointed  manner,  hf^  exp<Med  the  futility  of  such  an  attempt^ 
the  certainty  of  such  disappointment  '<  Israel,  which  fol* 
lowed  after  the  law  of  righteousness,  hath  not  attained  to  the 
law  of  righteousness.  Wherefore  2  Because  they  sought  it 
not  by  faith,  but  as  it  were  by  the  works  of  the  law :  for  they 
atombled  at  that  stumbling  stone."*  Surely  such  as  tread  in 
Israd*s  steps,  will  share  Israel's  doom.  Such  as  with  them 
seek  the  law  of  righteousness,  not  by  faithf  but  as  it  were 
by  the  warki  of  the  law,  with  them  will  fail  of  attaining  to 
tlie  law  of  righteousness.  Such  as  with  them  stmnble  at  the 
stumbling  stone,  may  seek  to  enter  in,  but  will  not  be  able. 
£.  Another  cause  of  that  disappointment,  which  many 
will  experience,  is  the  **  unseasonable  time,''  at  which  they 
commence  the  attempt  of  entering  in  at  the ,  Strait  Gate. 
They  make  no  preparation  for  the  coming  of  the  Bridegroom, 
till  bis  approach  is  actually  announced.  They  omit  to  pro- 
cure oil  for  their  lamps,  till  the  opportunity  of  procuring  it 
is  lost.  They  knock  not  for  admission,  till  the  door  is  shut 
Men  begin  to  seek,  when  it  is  too  late  to  find.  Long  have 
tkcy  lived  in  a  state  of  criminal  indifference  to  the  things  of 
Goif  or  of  presumptuous  security  with  respect  to  their  eter- 
nal iirterests,  or  of  an  hypocritical  profession  of  religion. 

*  Rom.  ix.  S2. 
Voii.  IL  65 
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Long  bavc  the  loving-kindness  and  forbearance  of  the  Al- 
mighty been  extended  towards  them.  Long  has  be  waited 
for  tlicni^  <<  rising  early  and  speaking."  But  they  have 
hearkened  not*  '*  They  have  set  at  ncAight  all  bis  counsels^ 
and  would  none  of  his  reproofs.'^  Deaf  to  the  voice  of  con- 
science and  of  the  Scriptures,  they  have  followed  the  devic- 
es of  their  own  heart,  and,  without  restraint  or  apprehension/ 
have  run  their  mad  career.  At  length,  however,  their  sin 
has  found  them  out.  Disease,  the  harbinger  of  death,  has 
seized  upon  their  frame.  The  prospect  of  speedy  dissolu- 
tion has  torn  away  the  vail  which  obscured  their  sight  A- 
wakening  out  of  sleep,  they  now  perceive  their  guilt  and 
danger.  With  bitter  self-reproaches  tliey  look  back  upon 
the  past ;  with  overwhelming  horror  they  anticipate  the  fu- 
ture. The  vanity  of  the  wcrld,  the  value  of  the  soul,  the 
importance  of  eternity,  the  inconceivable  blessedness  of  peace 
with  God,  are  trutlis,  which  now  fasten  on  the  mind  with  ir- 
rcsistable  conviction.  How  gladly  would  they  now  participate 
that  blessedness !  How  gladly  would  they  now  improve  their 
few  remaining  hours  in  laboring  to  secure  an  entrance  into 
heaven !  But  what  probability  of  success  awaits  their  labor  ? 
What  qualification  do  they  possess  for  the  important  under- 
taking ?  Debilitated  by  sickness,  distracted  witli  pain,  inca- 
pable of  the  slightest  mental  exertion,  incapacitated  for  per- 
forming the  most  trivial  work,  what  ability  do  they  retain 
for  completing,  for  commencing  a  work,  at  all  times  most 
difficult  and  arduous,  now  rendered  doubly  so  by  the  length 
of  time,  for  which  it  has  been  delayed,  by  the  shortness  of 
the  period,  which  is  left  for  accomplishing  it  ?  Thej  «r^  in- 
deed to  enter  in,  but  they  are  not  aKe.  They  resolve  ;  they 
promise  ,•  they  vow  ;  they  "  howl  upon  their  beds  :'**  till 
death  tci^minates  the  awful  scene,  ar^  consigns  them  with 
all  their  unpardoned  sins  to  that  <<  outer  darkness,  where 
there  is  seeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth.'' — God 
forbid  !  that  in  exhibiting  this  gloomy  representation  of  a 
death-bed  repentance,  I  should  plant  one  additional  thorn  in 
the  pilhiw  of  the  expiring  sinner  !  God  forbid !  that  I  should 
limit  the  mercy  of  the  Almighty,  or  under-rata  the  riches  of 
his  grace !  1  know  that  his  power  is  sufficient  to  cleanse  the 
foulest  heart,  to  grant  repentance  to  the  most  obstinate  offen- 
dors.    I  believe  that  some  arc  called  even  at  the  eleventh  hour 

•  Hoeca,  vH.  U. 
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into  the  vineyard  of  tlic  Lord  ;  and»  being  snatched  at  that 
late  period  like  brands  out  of  the  fire,  are  made  illustrious 
monuments  of  the  sovereign  efficacy  of  redeeming  love.  But 
truth  compels  me  to  state  the  conviction  which  I  also  enter- 
tain,  that  manjf*  who,  till  the  prospect  of  death  excites  their 
fears  and  i*ouses  tlieir  exertions,  have  never  sought  an  en- 
trance into  heaven,  will  never  fiitd  admission  thither.  Such 
is  the  conclusion  which  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Scriptures 
warrants  us  to  form.  Such  is  the  conclusion,  which  the  fol- 
lowing awful  declaration  strikingly  confirms.  *^  Because  I 
have  called,  and  ye  refuso<l ;  1  have  stretched  out  my  hand, 
and  no  man  rcgqLi*ded. — I  also  will  laugh  at  your  calamity. 
I  will  inock  when  your  fear  cometh.  Then  shall  they  catl 
upon  roe,  but  I  will  not  answer :  they  shall  seek  me  early^ 
but  they  shall  not  find  me.*'* 

3.  Another  reason  why  many  will  fail  in  their  attempt  of 
obtaining  admission  into  heaven,  is  the  irresolute  and  inde^ 
cisive  manner  in  which  that  attempt  is  prosecuted*  They  are 
not  ignorant  of  the  appointed  way  of  salvation.  They  do 
not  designedly  procrastinate  in  their  spiritual  concerns. 
They  profess  and  they  intend  to  seek  the  kingdom  of  God. 
But  they  do  not  seek  \tjirst  Religion  is  not  with  them  th^ 
Qne  Thing  Needful.  11  is  not  the  primary  object  of  pursuit. 
It  maintains  at  the  best  a  divided  enapire  in  the  heart.  Their 
convictions  are  weak  and  fluctiiatjng.  Theip  desires  are  lan- 
guid. Their  obedience  is  partial  an(|  re^rved.  They  "  do 
many  things  gladly  ;**  but  they  cast  not  aside  ♦<  every 
weight.**  They  fpllow  the  Lord,  but  they  do  not  follow  him 
fully.  Will  soipe  heavy  loss  be  Incurred,  will  some  scvci*^ 
trial  be  sustained,  by  a  steady  perseverance  in  the  path  of 
duty?  They  turn  a  little  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left, 
poes  the  facinating  vqlce  of  pleasure  allqre  them  to  her  way  ? 
They  remit  for  a  ses^on*  their  exertions  in  the  way  of  holi- 
ness. Can  tliey  advance  their  worldly  interests  i^y  remov- 
ing to  a  place  less  favored  wUh  the  means  of  grace  ?  Tliey 
readily  relinquish  their  religious  advantages,  Perhaj»ii  the 
persons  described  2^rc  distinguished  by  an  attention  tQ  the 
duties  of  the  Sabbath.  Great  is  the  ardor,  which  they 
manifest  in  frequenting  public  ordinances.  With  indcfatiw^ 
gable  zeal  they  hasten  from  one  place  of  worship  to  another. 
T|ii-oug1jout  tlic  day  tiic  care  of  the  soul  appears  to  occupy 


♦  Prov.  i.  24.  26.  28, 
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the  first  plftce  in  the  heart.  Throngfaont  the  raaahrier  of 
the  week  does  the  same  care  decidedly  predomfaiate  ?  Decs 
the  general  tenor  of  their  lives  evince  the  same  ^ipaieat  ear-^ 
neatness  after  heavenly  things?  Alas!  No.  The  ardor 
terminaies  with  the  day.  The  seaU  instead  of  heing8treBg^r 
ened,  k  evaporated  by  the  very  services  in  whidi  it  haa 
heen  employed.  Follow  these  persona  to  their  IwaaeBk. 
There  no  fiunily- worship  is  r^^lariy  maintained?  nos^^ 
ligioim  instoroetion  of  children  and  d^ndei^  is  syatematirii 
caUy  pursued.  Attend  them  to  the  closet  There  thi  ex*^ 
ercise  of  private  prayer  is  either  altogether  oautted^  or  care- 
lessly performed.  Acooaipany  them  to  the  comiting^Jieme^ 
or  to  the  senate:  observe  them  in  the  ^achai^  of  their 
frofesrional  occupations.  The  sameprinciideSf  fcy  wftkh  tiie 
worMf  that  knows  not  God^  is  govemedt  are  Tecogmsai 
and  obeyed.  Look  into  the  heart.  -  There|aBmortifiedypaa» 
sions,  there  unsubdued  tempers  are  suffered  to  retadn  domiB- 
ion,  and  to  reign  without  control.— Such  is  the  irresoiate 
and  indecisive  manner,  in  which  many  pursne  ^emaNhii^Br 
and  aim  to  secure  a  jiortion  in  the  heavens*  We  cannot 
be  surprised,  that  they  should  ultimately  fail  is  tfadr  at* 
tempt  We  cannot  be  surprized,  that  thn$  secUag  to  enltr 
in  they  should  not  he  able. 

These  are  some  of  the  principal  causes  of  tfaatdisivpoint^ 

nentt  which  many,  in  the  momentous  concoti  of  their  aari, 

will  experience.     Let  us  now  advert  to   the  BMumerV  in 

which  the  two  particulars,  that  have  heen  diacassed,  ehiri^ 

date  the  meaning  and  the  importance  of  the  jrfnMi»tion  m 

the  text     When  our  Lord  enjoins  us,  *  Strive  to  ea*fr  ra  f 

in  other  words,  the  injunction,  which  be  deiiver%  is  this  : 

*  Strenuously  contend  with  those  difficulties,  which  ohsbuct 

your  entrance  into  heaven.     They  are  great ;  they  are  far- 

midaUe.    Your  utmost  efforts  will  be  requisite  for  surmomit* 

ing  then).     Resist  those  corrupt  passions,  those  depramd 

inclinations,  which,  unless  overcome,  will  destroy  the  senL 

Subdue  pride.     Mortify  sin.     Lay  the  axe  to   the  na^  of 

the  tree.     Submit  to  the   humbling  truths  of  the  Gmfei, 

Follow  its  holy   precepts.     Be  the  meek  and  penitent  ifo* 

cipks  of  a  crucified  Redeemer  $  who  is  the  author  of  etotial 

salvation  to  all   them,  that   obey    bim.     Take  warning  by 

the  numerous  examjdes  of  those,  who,  notwithstanding  their 

endeavors,  fall  short  of  the  heavenly  glory.     Shun  the  rocks 
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on  wbkli  tiiejr  8{itit  Seek  not  as  they  8eek«— Seek  ^  in  the 
appointed  way/'  Let  Christ  be  your  only  foundation,  your 
only  hope.  Look  to  him  only  for  pardoBi  for  righteous- 
nessy  for  wisdom»  for  sanctification,  for  «)temal  life.  Stride 
in  kit  strength,  in  reliance  on  his  mercy,  in  dependence  on 
Im  promises. — Seek'Mn  an  acceptable  time.''  Procrasti-* 
Date  not  in  so  momentous  a  concern.  Defer  not  your  re* 
pentance  till  to-morrow.  You  know  not  what  to-morrow 
may  bring  forth.  ^  Now  is  the  acceptable  time :  now  ia 
the  day  of  Salvation. — ^To-day  if  you  will  hear  his  voice, 
harden  not  your  heart. — Seek  with  all  your  might."  Be 
reoolute.  Be  decisive.  Set  your  fiAce  steadily  towards 
Zion.  Press  forward  in  the  path  of  duty.  Turn  not  to  the 
right  hand,  or  to  the  left  Attempt  not  to  serve  Ood  and 
Mammon.  Walk  in  oB  tlie  commiindments  and  ordinances 
of  tl^  Lord  Uameless.  Labor  to  enter  into  his  rest  <<  So 
run  that  ye  may  obtain." ' 

Such  is  the  comprehensive  meaning,  such  the  vast  im- 
portanae  of  the  admonition  under  review.  Can  any  argu- 
ments, my  brethren,  be  necessai  y  to  induce  your  compli- 
ance ?  May  the  following  consideirations  quicken  and  invig- 
orate your  exertions ! 

Consider  the  ^*  Magnitude  of  the  object,"  for  which  you 
are  exhorted  to  strive.  It  is  tliQ  life  c^your  soul.  It  is  hap- 
piness beyond  concqition  greats  boundless  in  extent,  endless 
in  duration.  It  is  an  inheritance  incorruptible^  undefiled, 
laEnd  that  fadeth  not  away,  resjp^rved  in  the  heavens.  It  is 
the  ^*  salvation  which  is  in  Chiist  Jesus,  with  eternal  glory." 
Surely  this  is  an  object,  the  attainment  of  which  demands 
your  most  vigorous  efforts  :  an  object,  for  the  attainment  of 
which  you  cannot  encoantei*  too  many  difficulties,  you  can- 
not endure  too  many  privations.  Shall  the  men  of  this 
world 'toil  and  labor,  shall  they  <<  rise  up  early,  and  late  take 
rest,"  that  they  may  join  field  to  field,  add  house  to  house, 
and  procure  to  themselves  some  little  increase  of  earthly 
wealth  or  honor  ?  Will  you  not  labor  that  you  may  $ecure 
to  yoursdves  treasures  in  heaven,  that  you  may  appropriate 
the  honor  which  cometh  from  God  7  Admit  that  the  gate 
is  strait  Admit  that  through  much  tribulation  you  must 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  Yet  the  joys  of  •that  king- 
dom will  abundantly  compiensate  for  tlie  tribulations  through 
which  you  have  pa»ied.     Does  Paul,  in  the  fruition  of**  the 
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Cl^wn  of  righteousness/'  pegncttlie  conflict  which  he  endur- 
ed to  obtain  it  ?  Docs  he  now  lament,  tliat  he  ^  so  run,  not 
in  uncertainty :  thAt  he  so  fought^  not  as  one  that  beatetli  the 
air:  but  that  he  kc\)t  his  bodj  under,  and  brought  it  into 
subjection :  lest  that  by  any  means,  when  he  had  preached 
to  others,  he  himscirshould  have  been  cast  away  ?***  AI^- 
brethren,  look  more  at  the  things  wliich  are  not  seen.  Con- 
template the  Rest  that  remaineth  for  tlie  people  of  God^ 
Strive  to  enter  in. 

Consider  the  Consequences  of  not  complying  with   this 
admonition.     **  The  kingdom  of  heaven  suffereth  violence, 
and  the  violent  take  it  by  force.*'!     If  you  do  not  strive  to 
enter  in,  you  will  infallibly  be  excluded.     Tour  hopes,  boir- 
ever  sanguine  they  may  be,  will  assuredly  terminate  In  dis- 
appointment.    You  may  plead  your  profession  of  Christ's 
Religion  ;  you  may  urge  your  attendance  on  his  ordinancesi 
but  the  luke-warro  professor  and  the  slothful  servant  will  be 
alike  rejected,  as    workers  of  iniquity.     Think   what  will 
then  be  the  anguish  of  your  heart,  when  seeking  to  enter  in^ 
je  shall  not  be  able :  when  standing  without,  and  knocking 
at  the  t^oor,  ye  cry,  Lord,  Lord,  open  unto  us  :  and  he  shalt 
answer,  I  know  you  not,    whence  you   are !  Think  what 
weeping  and  gnashing  of  tcrth  there  will  be,  when  ye  shall 
ace  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and  all  the  prophets  in 
the  kingdom  of  God,  and  yt)u    yourselves  thrust  out !  And 
tchither,  my  brethren,  will  y«  be  thrust  ?  When  Christ  com- 
mands you  to  depart  from  hiii,  tohiiher  will  ye  be  driven  ? 
Remember,  that^there  is  no  middle  state.     If  you  obtain  not 
admission  into  the  glorious  mansions  of  the  blessed,  you  will 
for  ever  be  assigned  to  the   regions  of  misery  and  despair, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels.     There  will  you  lift 
up  your  eyes,  being  in  torments.     There  will  you  experience 
the  additional  anguish  of  reflecting,  that  you  have  been  ex*  - 
eluded  from  those    mansions,  thtt  you  have  incurred  those 
torments,  through    your    own    irresolution    and    neglect. 
Heaven  mt^ht  have  been  ours  :  but  we  foolishly  trifled  with 
the  opportunity   vouchsafed  to  u%     We  songkt  to  enter  in, 
j)ut  we  did  not  strive.     We  desired  the  blessing,  but  we  did 
not  >yresflc  fur  it.     We  made  some  efforts,  but  we  did  not 
exert  sufficient  strength.     Uad  we  but  labored  to  secure  an 
•  heavenly  inheritance,  as  earnestly  as  we  labored   to  obtain 

♦  I  Cor.  ix.  26,  27.  t  Matt.  xL  12. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


519 

a  portion  in  the  world,  we  had  not  come  into  this  place  of 
torments/ — Spare  yourselves  these  bitter  seir-reproaches^ 
these  unavailing  lamentations.  Work  while  it  is  day.  While 
there  is  time,  labor  for  the  meat  which  endureth  unto  ever- 
lasting life.  Be  not  weary  in  well-doing.  In  due  time  you 
shall  reap,  if  you  faint  not.     For, 

Consider,  lastly,  the  certainty  of  succesSf  iKvhich  awaits 
your  compliance  with  the  admonition.  **  Yoar  labor  shall 
not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord.''  Strive,  and  ye  shall  enter  in. 
Though  the  difficulties  be  formidable,  you  shall  be  able  to 
surmount  them.  Though  the  gate  be  strait,  you  shall  ob- 
tain admission.  Though  in  yourselves  you  possess  no 
strength  for  the  arduous  conflict :  yet  be  not  dismayed.  In 
the  way  prescribed,  in  the  exercise  of  prayer,  in  dependence 
on  the  grace  of  Christ,  contend  with  earnestness  against  e\'- 
ery  enemy,  and  he  shall  give  you  strength,  At  the  com- 
mand of  Jesus,  tiie  man  endeavored  to  stretch  forth  his 
tvithered  hand ;  and  in  the  very  act  of  endeavoi'ing  to  obey 
the  precept,  received  power  to  obey  it.  At  the  command  of 
Jesus,  strive  ye  to  enter  in  at  the  strait  gate,  and  you  shall 
not  strive  in  vain.  You  shall  be  streng^tliened  with  might 
by  his  Spirit  in  the  inner  man.  You  shall  halve  power  to 
overcome  every  intervening  obstacle.  You  shall  be  enabled 
to  endure  unto  the  end.  So  *^  shall  an  entrance  be  minis- 
tered unto  you  abundantly  into  the  everlasting  kingdom  of 
our  I^rd  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ." 
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SERMON  lu 

The  Mairks  of  Tnie  Faith,  stated  and  explained. 

t  COBIKTHLIjrB,  xiih   5. 

Examine  yaursdves  whether  ye    fre  in  tte  •  FtdA :  Ptmc 
your  (mmMlvef. 

THERE  18  no  tnith  more  dearly  itated  in 
Scripture,  than  that  Faith  is  indkqpenaably  necessair  to  sal- 
vation. We  are  expressly  iM,  that  <«  witboat  VvA  U  k 
impossible  to  please  God  f^  that  <<  by  grace  we  are  saved 
through  Faith  f^  that  ^<  he  who  betkveth  not  is  condinined 
already  ;'*  and  that  ^  all  unbelievers  sbaU  have  their  ftas 
tton  in  the  lake,  which  bumeth  with  lire  and  briBMtone.^ 
At  the  saoM  time  it  is  no  leas  clearly  stated,  that  ^all  men 
have  not  fkith.''  If  we  read  of  some,  who  **  bdieve  to  the 
saving  of  their  souls,''  we  hear  also  of  others,  who  <<  kavo 
an  evil  heart  of  unbdief :"  who  **  concerning  faith  have  made 
shipwreck  t'^  who,  because  <Mhe  God  of  this  world  hath 
blinded  their  minds,  believe  not." — While  such  are  the  r^ 
resentations  of  the  word  of  God,  who  does  not  perceive  tiie 
importance  of  St  Paul's  admonition  in  the  text,  *^  Examine 
yourselves,  whether  ye  he  in  the  faith :  prove  your  own- 
selves  ?" 

In  urging  tlie  Corinthians  to  institute  this  inquiry  i^to 
their  state,  the  apostle  probably  was  apprehensive,  that  there 
might  be  among  them  some  who  were  deceiving  themselves 
by  a  false  shew  of  religion  ;  who,  while  they  assumed  the  ti- 
tle of  believers,  had  really  no  just  pretensions  to  the  fAk^fr- 
acter.  To  such  persons,  the  examination  prescribed -migjht 
be  attended  with  incalculable  benefit.  By  diacloaing  to 
them  ilie  insincerity  of  their  Christian-  professimi,  it  would 
tiestroy  their  vain  confidence  j  and  thu99  through  the  di- 
vine blessing,  might  eventually  lead  them  to  build  their 
hopes  on  a  less  dangerous  foundation. 

There  might  be  others,  also,  to  whom  a  compliance  with 
the  ^lostfe's  exhortation  would  be  highly  profitable.     There 
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niigfat  be  persona,  who  entertained  eonaiderabk,  though 
neecHeas  fears  of  their  interest  in  the  Redeemer ;  persona, 
who  in  fact  possessing  noeqnivocal  evidences  of  a  true  and 
living  Faith,  yet,  from  want  of  duly  investigating  them, 
continaed  to  class  themselves  with  unbelievers,  and  form- 
ed the  nMst  gloomy  conehisionfi  concerning  their  spiritual 
state.  Let  these  persons,  however,  be  persuaded  to  <^  exam- 
ifie  themselves,  whether  they  be  in  the  faith  f*  let  them 
<^  prove  their  ownselv^«"  What  will  be  the  i*esult  of  such 
aa  inquiry  }  Convinced  that  their  fears  are  groundless,  their 
cnnclusions  unreaaonahle,  they  will  cast  aside  their  despon- 
dency, and  will  *^  go  on  their  way  rejoicing/' 

Btft  were  characters  of  these  descriptions  to  be  found  on- 
ly in  the  times  of  the  apostle  ?  Doubtless  they  are  to  ba 
fomd  in  all  i^^.  Doubtless  the  admonition  may  be  as  pro- 
fCaUy  applied  in  this,  as  iii  any  preceding  age  of  the  church, 
Iht  the  purposes  of  detecting  the  self-deceiver,  and  of  ad* 
iMalalertng  strength  and  consolation  to  the  weak  and  afflict- 
ed CfciMiaiu 

Swch  is  ttUi  application  which  I  design  to  make  of  this 
admenitloii.    In  prosecntiog  the  design,  I  shall  addreaa^ 

L  Those,  who  assert  that  they  have  Faith. 

IL  11io0e#  who  feajr  that  th^  have  not  Faith. 

And  may  that  Holy  Spirit,  who  only  can  discover  to  th& 
lieari  its  airors^  or  can  shine  upon  his  ovvi  work  of  grace 
Ik  the  soolf  bless  the  discussion  of  this  momentous  subject 
to  the  coovklion,  or  to  the  comfort  of  all  concerned ! 

I.  My  brethren,  you  Msert  that  you  have  Faith.  Far 
is  it  from  my  intention  to  deny  tlie  assertiou.  God  grant 
that  it  magr  be  troe !  B«t  I  wooM  wish  to  si^gest  the  posri^ 
WUf  of  Ms  being  false.  Tou  may  posnbtfi  be  deceived  in 
tli€i  sentioMits  which  you  entertain  of  yourselves.  Tc^ 
may  poi^iUf  think  more  favorably  of  your  state,  than  in  ro- 
tf  ity  you  ought  to  think.  What  conduct  then  doea  wisdom 
prescribe  ?  In  a  mat^  on  which  consequeBoee  so  important 
to  jronr  everlasting  interests  are  suspended,  it  warns  yon 
to  proceed  with  caution.  While  a  fombitiiy  exists  of  your 
heing  mlstidsen,  where  a  mistake  must  be  attended  with  ir- 
ritrievablc  min ;  it  warns  yon  to  pause,  before  you  decids 
ediy  form  your  opinion  |  to  investigate  with  attention  the 
groun<b  on  which  your  condusiim  is  bnilt.  Your  edifice,  if 
it  be  founded  on  a  rock»  wiill  m(si  bo.  lass  secure,  because  yoo 

Vol.  Ih  66 
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^lall  Finvc^  cxaminod  the  fonndation  :  and  jmnr  coafideace 
will  be  proportionally  augmentnl  by  the  convictiofi)  tints  ac- 
qtirred,  of  its  firmness  and  stability. — Soffirr  ne  than  tar 
propose  some  Icadinis:  topics  for  your  serioua-exaniiiaiioa. 

1.  Are  your  rtetr^  of  Faith  correct  aiid  Scriptural  i—* 
Such  riews  indeed  are  not  esaentiai  to  tiia  attaiMnmt  oS 
Faith.  You  may  have  attained  to  True  Fatth,  tbouj^  fo% 
may  neither  dlatinctly  coneeiTe,  nor  be  able  accurately  to 
define  it  You  cannot  however  kmw  tlwt  jmi  have  attain<f 
ed  to  it,  without  having  formed  aone  juat  apprebeaaioiis  r^ 
tspeciwg  it.  In  examining  youraelvea,  **  whether  ye  be  i» 
the  faith/^  unless  you  have  ascertained  what  True  Faith  ia^- 
yon  cannot  arrive  at  any  satiirfkctory  coackiaion'oadiesid^ 
ject. 

What  flicn  arc  your  views  of  the  object  of  Paitii  I  Faittr 
rn  general  has  respect  to  the  word  of  God.     Every  revala^ 
tion  of  the  Divine  WUI  is  in  truth ^be  objed  of  Faith.     Bat 
the  f^aith,  of  which  we  particularly  speak,  is  the  Faith  of 
the  Gos])cl.     Of  this  Faith  the  object  is  Christ  er«ctfied»  the 
Lamb  of  Ood,  who^  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself,  takes  away 
the  sfn  of  the  world.     This  was  tlie  object,  Ui  which,  as  the 
predicted  seed  of  the  woman  who  should  bruise  the  serpenCs 
head,  the  saints  before  the  flood  looked  forward.     This  was 
the  object,  which,  as  the  promised  seed,  in  wham  all  the  na^- 
fions  *  of  the  earth  should  be  Messed,  Abraham  aad  the  Pa*« 
trinrchs  by  Faith  coittemptatedw     This  was  the  object  al 
which  all  the  legal  sacrifices  pointed  :  the  object,  which  the 
spiritual  worshippers,  under  tiie  Jewish  dispensatioD,  rctgard- 
cd  as  the  completion  and  tlie  substance  <rf  their  ty|W8  and 
sliadows.     This  is  the  object,  which  is  now  fully  revealed 
by  Faith  in  the  preaching  of  the  cross :  Jeaas  the  Son  of 
God ;  tlic  Propitiation  hr  our  sins  ;  oar  Advocate  with  the 
Father  ?  **  of  God  made  unto  us  wisdooH  aad  rigbteousaessr 
and  sanctificatlon,  and  redemption.'' 

What  are  your  views  of  the  impoHkmoe  of  Faith  ?  Na^ 
tiling  is  more  plarnly  asserted  in  S^pture,  tlian  the  vast  imr 
portance  of  Faith.  Eminently  distingaislied  Is  the  office  a$^ 
signed  to  it  'to  the  work  of  redemption^  Through  Faith  ,we 
i\re  saved.  By  Faith  we  obtalir  ramission'  of  sins.  Bjr 
Faith  we  ai*c  justifi^dr  and  are  brought  iato  peace  and  fa- 
vor with  God.  By  Faith  I  we  are  sanctified.  Faith  is,  i« 
tinith^  that  uistiiimcnt,  by  which  our  imiea  with  Christ  is 
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accompttibei  and  preserved  ;  \^  wbicb,  oonaeqiiently,  eur 
interest  in  all  the  bl&^aiugs  ef  the  Goepel  is  secured*  By 
Faith  we  are  grafted  iiita  tkis  the  True  Vine.  By  Faitb 
we  are  made  liviag  members  of  his  body.  By  Faith  we 
vtaintoin  our  spiriUiai  oommunioii  with  bim*  and  out  of  his 
Mn«BS  iteriva  an  adeqaata  supply  of  grace  ai;id  strengtU  Iq 
avery  time  of  need. 

What  are  your  views  of  the  nature  of  JPaith  ?  Faith  ia 
Okrist  la  not  merely  a  belief  of  the  facts  recotiled  in  Scrip- 
tan)  ooBG^^iag  btm.  Such  an  historical  faith  many  of  his 
most  inveterate  enemies  have  frequently  eutertaiaed.  Nei- 
ther does  Ihe  Faith  in  question  ooasist  in  a  bai*e  assent  ot 
the  anderstand&ag  to  the  mysterious  doctrines  of  the  GispeL 
In  this  senstf  the  devils  themselves  belteva  in  Christ :  for 
they  know  him  to  be  the  Holy  One  of  God.  A  belief  of  the 
fih^ts  recorded  concemiag  Christ«  and  an  assent  of  the  un- 
dkrstanditq;  to  the  mysterious  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  are 
indeed  preparatory  striis  towards  a  Truia  Faith.  But  they 
are  only  preparmtorii  step^ :  and  the  man  who  advances  mi 
ftiriber,  will  UA  of  attaining  to  the  Tnie  Faith  of  the  Gos.. 
pel.  This  Faith  is  an  assent,  not  merely  of  the  vndei*stand« 
ing,  bat  of  the  heart.  It  is  a  cordial  acquiescence  in  tlio 
revealfd  method  of  salvatioUf  through  the  mediation  of 
Jesus  Christ  It  is  an  appropriation  to  our  own  case  of 
theaottaMeneas  and  of  the  sufficiency  of  redemption  ;  an  af- 
fiance on  the  mercy  and  the  merits  of  the  Savioui*.  Faith 
in  Christ  is  described  by  *f  coming  unto  him*'  for  pardon, 
for  grace,  for  holiness,  for  Ufe  :  by  ^<  receiving  him''  as  our 
Prophet,  Priest,  a^i  &tng«  It  is  repr^ented  by  the  signify 
leant  action  of  ^^  kk^king  unto  him"  lifted  up  on  the  cross,  as 
the  wounded  Israelites  looked  on  tho^raaen  serpent  lifted  up 
in  the  wilderness,  with  an  eye  of  peifitsnce  and  bumble  hope. 

What  are  your  views  of  the  or^i»  of  Faith.  As  Faith  is 
not  merely  a  belief  of  facts,  nor  a  bare  assent  qF  the  under- 
atftnding,  so  nei^er  is  it  the  work  and  oflTspring  of  the  hu« 
ttlan  mind.  Not  evidences  the  most  perspicuous  and  njulti* 
pRed,  not  arguments  tiie  most  powerfMl  and  convincing,  not 
demonstration  itself,  can  produce  Faith.  Faith  is  a  divino 
work  :  a  creation  in  the  heart  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  Tiie 
Faith  through  which  we  are  saved,  is  *^  not  of  ourselves,  it 
IS  the  gift  of  God.''  Those  who  believed  in  Achaia  are  c^^ 
prcsi^ly  sai^  to  have  **  believed  t^^rough  grace,'*     St,  Paul 
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eomferis  the  PMUpptens  wiMi  the  ft«mrMce,iMii  tad  btM 
given  to  tbera  te  believe.  Tke  Mme  apoeilo  Idb  the  Gabs:. 
sians,  that  the  Faith  by  wUch  IImj  were  risea  feeMMess  of 
life,  was  <<  of  the  operation  of  God."  Nay,  he  renndallie 
EpbesiaiM,  that  the  power  by  whkb  tbej  were  enabled  to  km» 
lieve»  was  the  same  <<  mightj  power  which  God  had  mrmf^ 
m  Christ,  when  be  raieed  him  froa  the  dead*  and  net  biai 
At  his  own  right  hand  in  the  heavenly  pteceoJ'* 

Do  your  views  of  Faith  accord  with  these  Seriptoral  state- 
Bents  ?  Is  such  the  object,  the  iniportance»  the  natere^  ti» 
origin  of  that  Faith,  which  yon  profess  to  have  obtained  }  U 
in  any  of  these  respects  it  diSers  from  the  Faith  descsibedf 
if  it  looks  not  to  the  sacriAoe  and  the  rtghteonanese  of  ChrM 
for  its  object :  if  in  yonr  schene  of  Christian  doctrine  it  oc-* 
onpies  not  that  high  and  di$lb^guiikid  place,  which  it  ju^ly 
claims  :  if  in  its  nature  it  amoants  not  to  a  cordial  reiiimoD 
on  the  promised  mercy  of  Ood  throngh  the  Barienr/  if  it 
derives  its  origin  from  the  efforts  of  your  own  natnffvl  powu 
ers ;  and  is  not  cxctnsively  the  gift  and  the  wotIl  of  Ood  s 
-in  all,  or  in  any  of  these  cases,  you  have  reassn  Is  suspect 
that  your  Faith  is  not  the  Faith  of  the  GoepeL  Yoa  h««a 
reason  to  suspect,  that  in  assuming  thecharaeler  nCahelior* 
er  in  ChrisC  yon  are  imposing  a  dangerans  fidsehoad  ow 
yourselves,  and  haVe  yet  to  learn  True  Faith, 

2.  Have  you  prayed  fin*  Faith  ?  Have  yon  amde  the  cren- 
tion  or  the  increase  of  Faith  in  yaur  heart  tim  subject  of  ear* 
nest  supplication  at  the  throne  of  grace?  Prayer  is  one  of 
the  appointed,  one  of  the  most  eflkadous  means  of  procorii^ 
to  ournelves  spiritual  blessiogs.  God,  indeed,  who  is  mora 
ready  to  give  than  we  to  ask,  may  confer  them  on  us  without 
the  intervention  of  prayer  on  our  part  But  unless  wo  pray« 
wo  have  no  warrant  to  expect  that  we  shall  reoeivo :  for  the 
promise  of  receiving  is  given  to  them  that  ask.  If  then 
you  have  failed  to  pray  for  Faith,  you  have  caose  to  appev* 
bend  that  you  may  not  have  yet  received  it  And  with  ikm 
views  which  you  profess  to  entertain  of  Faith,  can  yon  hava 
neglected  to  pray  for  it  ?  What  ?  Profeosing  to  admit  the 
importance  of  Faith,  professing  to  admit  that  Faith  is  the 
gift  and  the  work  of  God  alone,  have  you  omitted  fN^ently 
to  beseech  him,  that  He  would  confer  on  you  grace  to  be*^ 
iie%'o  ?  How  docs  such  an  omission  accord  witb  these  pitrfes* 

*  Ephes.  ii.  8.  Acts,  xvin.  27.  Phil.  L  29.  CoL  L  xiL  Ephes,  1 19, 2^ 
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MOM?  H<m  can  yof  reconcile  these  yiews  of  Faith  \Hth  a 
ncgleot  of  those  means  by  which  il  may  assuredly  be  obtain- 
ed 2«-4)oB«idert  fortberi  that  prayer  is  the  very  breath  of 
Flaltb*  Faitb  will  necessaHly  teach  you  to  pray  ;  and  for 
Bolhitig  wiU  it  nrgv  you  more  importunately  to  pray,  than 
Ibrito  own  increase.  One  of  the  first  effects,  which  a  litU^ 
Vatth  received  into  your  heart  will  produce,  is  a  discovery 
of  your  need  of  more*  Having  once  experienced  its  quick- 
\  and  potent  energy  in  the  soul,  you  will  anxiously  de- 
I  akrgcr  ctaMnonication  of  this  heavenly  principle :  while 
nnder  the  infiuence  of  this  desire,  >ou  will  earnestly  pray 
with  the  spostks,  **  Lord,  increase  our  Faith.'*  Say,  my 
brethren,  is  snch  your  experience,  your  desire^  your  iirayer  } 
**  Prove  your  ownsdves/' 

S.  Do  you  possess  tho»e  tnarks  with  which  True  Faitb 
is  accompanied  ?  The  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits.  <<  A  good 
tree  cannot  bring  forth  evil  fruit }  netUier  cafi  a  corrupt  tree 
bring  forth  good  fruit.''  Distinguishing  are  the  marks 
with  which  True  Faith  is  accompanied. 

It  is  accompanied  with  ^*  exalted  notions  of  tlie  Saviour. 
— ^To  them  which  believe  he  is  precious."  They  have  dis- 
covered his  value,  and  their  need  of  him.  They  have  found 
^  him  a  suitableness  to  their  necessities  $  a  fulness,  a  suffi- 
ciency commensurate  to  their  utmost  wants.  They  are  un- 
able to  save  themselves.  In  Christ  they  behold  a  Saviour^ 
^vinely  appointed  to  the  office,  and  completely  qualified  for 
^e  performance  of  it.  They  owe  ten  thousand  talents,  and 
have  nothing  to  pay.  Christ  offisrs  to  discharge  the  debt» 
to  cancel  tbe  bond.  They  are  struggling  with  a  disease 
incurable  by  human  means.  Christ  undertakes  to  provide 
a  remedy,  and  to  heal  their  souls.  In  themselves  they  are 
unrighteous  and  without  strength.  In  Christ  is  righteous- 
ness and  strength.  With  what  feelings  then  do  they  re- 
gaird  him  ?  With  feelings  of  admiration,  of  desire,  of  devout 
ai^ction.  <*  They  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus."  He  is  the 
source  and  object  of  all  their  joy.  In  every  picture  of  hap-. 
p4ness,  which  they  paint  to  their  imagination,  an  interest  in 
Christ  constitutes  the  most  prominent  feature.  How  for- 
dUy  does  St.  Paul  represent  this  to  have  been  the  state  of 
his  mind  ;  when  he  declares  that  he  <'  counted  alt  things 
but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus 
his  Loixl :"  that  he  **  suffered  the  loss  of  all  things,  that  he 
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mi^it  win  Christy  and  be  found  in  him  !^*  hmd  how  her 
queiitly  docs  the  apostle  labor  for  expressions,  an9  even  ex- 
haust language  in  attempting  to  depict  his  high  anA  admir- 
ing sentiments  of  Jesus  Christ  ?  Are  such  then,  my  brclh- 
ren^  your  sentiments  of  Jesus  Christ  ?  Are  these  the  exalt- 
ed notions,  which  you  entertain  of  him  ?  Is  He  in  your  eyes 
«*  The  One  Thing  needful,  Tlie  PeaH  of  great  pric«  ;**  for 
which  you  are  ready  to  suffer  the  loss  of  ail  things  ?  Do  yon 
prize  the  knowledge  of  Him,  and  an  interesitin  Him,  above 
ail  other  considerations  7  Have  you  this  eWdence  of  Faith 
in  Rim,  that  you  account  him  prtemis? 

Faith  is  accompanied  with  f*  humbling  thoughts  of  our- 
selves.'* The  y^ry  idea  of  coming  unto  Christ  for  pardon 
and  holiness,  presupposes  and  implies  an  heart-felt  convic- 
tion of  our  own  guilt  and  depravity.  Why  should  we  be 
depending  on  the  righteousness  of  another,*if  We  did  not  feel 
tliat  we  have  no  rigliteousness  of  our  own  ?  Why  should  we 
be  looking  to  another  to  cleanse  and  heal  as,  if  we  did 
not  find  that  we  are  unclean,  and  unable  to  heal  our- 
selves ?  With  such  A  conviction,  with  such  an  experience  of 
our  unrightpousness,  of  our  impurity,  and  of  our  weakness^ 
we  cannot  be  lifted  up  with  pride  and  self-sulRciency.  We 
cannot  talk  or  think  highly  of  oursrlves.  We  cannoi 
despise  others.  Faith  necessarily  excludes  all  boasting. 
Faijtii  in  Christ,  from  the  very  nature  of  things,  must  in- 
separably be  united  with  deep  humiliation,  and  self-abase- 
ment. Whose  attainments  in  Faith  and  holiness  were  great- 
er than  St.  Paul's  ?  But  observe  the  language  in  which  he 
speaks  of  himself  and  of  his  pretensions.  *f  Of  sinners  I 
am  chief:  one  born  out  of  due  time,  not  worthy  to  be  cal- 
led an  apostle  :  one  in  whom  Christ  hath  shewn  forth  alt 
long- suffering,  as  a  pattern  to  those  which  should  hereafter 
believe  on  him  to  life  everlaating.*'  Such,  in  respect: to 
himself,  were  tlie  sentiments  of  this  eminent  apostle.  Ai% 
such,  my  brethren,  in  respect  to  yourselves,  your  senti* 
mcnts  ?  Have  you  utterly  renounced  your  own  righteous- 
ness ?  Arc  you  self-condemned  before  Cbd  ?  Is  pride  de- 
throned in  your  heart  ?  Doe$  humility,  genuine  humility, 
reign  withiij  ?  In  locvliness  of  mind  do  you  esteem  others 
hf^tter  tlian  yourselves  ? 

f  VI  U.  iii.  «. 
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Faitb  is,  accompanied  with  <<  hatred  and  iimi'fification  of 
sin/'  Faith  is  an  holy  principle,  and  cannot  therefore  but 
be  productive  of  hdiDess.  We  are  expressly  told,  that 
**  Faith  worketh  by  love,  purifieth  the  heattf  and  overcoiu- 
eth  the  world,'*  Holy  tcmperd,  holy  desires,  holy  affections^ 
flpw  from  true  Christian  Faith  as  nafurally  as  pure  waters 
are  emitted  from  a  pure  Ibuntarn.  Sinners  cannot  believe 
Ml  a  cmcificd  Aede^tiier,  asd  not  be  filled  with  hatred  of 
sin ;  of  sin,  which  nailed  that  Redeemer  to  Hie  cross.  Thej 
caiiAot  view  the  exhibition  there  displayed  of  the  evil,  the 
■laligmty,  the  enormity  of  sin,  and  not  resolve  to  renounce 
and  mortify  it.  Advert  to  the  testimony  of  the  same  apaa- 
tie,  to  whom  reference  has  been  already  mada.  ^They 
that  are  Christ's  have  crucified  the  flesh,  with  the  affeo- 
tions  and  luats^-^They  walk  not  after  tlie  flesh,  but  after 
the  spirit.  By  the  cix>ss  of  Christ  tlie  w  orld  is  crucified  un- 
to me,  and  I  unto  the  world."  Here  then  is  another  groun^l 
for  diligent  research.  Have  you  this  Mark  of  Faith  ?  Do 
you  hate  and  mortify  sin  ?  Have  you  renounced  the  biddcii 
things  of  darkness  ?  Is  not  secret  iniquity  allowed  or  prac- 
tised I  Do  you  walk  honestly  as  in  tlie  day  ?  Does  your 
^Faith  prove  itself  genuine  by  bringing  forth  the  fruits 
af  holiness,  by  teaciiiug  you  to  ^'  deny  all  ungodliiress  and 
worldly  lusts,  and  to  live  soberly,  righteousl^y,  and  godly 
in  this  present  world  V^ 

Such  are  the  leading  topics  for  serious  exqmtnationi  whii^ 
on  this  important  subject  I  would  propose.  Are  you  ena- 
bkd,  after  the  due  investigation,  satisfactorily  to  i*eply  to 
these  inquiries  ?  Give  to  Grod  the  glory.  Ascribe  the  praise  te 
Him,  who  hath  *^  called  you  out  of  darkness  into  his  maf- 
^ellous  light.''  Rejoice  that  you  ai*e  made  **  partakers  of 
precious  faith.'*  Rejoice  however  with  tremblings  Be  not 
high  minded,  but  fear.  Conclude  not  **  as  though  you  had 
^^eady  attained,  either  were  already  periect.r  Count  not 
][oui*selves  to  have  appreheivlcd  i  but  ibis  one  thing  do ; 
forgetting  those  things  which  are  behindhand  reaching  foilh 
unto  those  things  which  ai*e  before  ;  press  towards  the  mark 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus.—- 
Aild  to  your  faitii,  virtue  ^  and  to  virtue,  knowledge ;  and  to 
knowledge,  temperance  and  ;  to  temperance,  patience ;  and  to 
patience,  godliness  ^  and  to  godliness,  brutlierly  kindness ;  and 
to  brotherly  kindness,  charity.    For  if  these  things  be  in  you 
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and  ftbo«iui»  tliay  make  you^thmt  jre  slmW  twsWKirfce  Wt'KHiMl' 
fliirniHriil  in  the  knowledge  of  onr  Lord  Jesm  Ohrwf* 

Does  conscience  on  this  inqoiry  testily  against  yso  ?  9m 
you  now  diseorer,  that  yon  have  been  hitherto  taiMing  oil  a 
false  foundation  ?  Be  thankful  that  tlie  discovery  has  beea 
eflRected  while  yet  there  is  time  to  rectify  the  error.  R^ 
member  diat  Faith  is  ''of  the  operation  of  God.^  PTi^ 
then  for  grace  to  bdieve.  Pray  that  this  holy  priaciflb 
nay  be  planted  in  your  heart :  that  by  the  word  yoo  mrmf 
be  ^  begotten  again  unto  a  livdy  hope. — Ask^  aad  ye  abal 
have;  neefc»  and  ye  shall  findi  knocks  and  it  shall  ba 
Opened  onto  you.'* 

II.  I  proc^  to  address  tloee  who  fear  that  tbqr  bare 
not  Faith. 

Tour  case»  ny  brethren^  is  very  different  firom  tbal  whiei 
has  been  discussed^  and  denands  a  very  diflfbrent  treataeot^ 
Instead  of  asserting  tfai^  you  have  Fidtfa,  yaa  lament  your 
want  of  it.  Yon  complaui  of  the  hardness  of  yoar  hearty 
and  bitteriy  deplore  your  unbeliefs  Now,  in  the  comwcnoo* 
ment  of  this  subject,  let  me  observe,  that  such  coaipiainfa^ 
iuch  lamentations,  carry  in  tliemsdves  a  presumptive  evi- 
dence, that  there  is  no  substantial  ground  for  their  existeaca. 
They  decisivdy  prove  your  strong  conviction  of  the  import 
tance,  they  kitimate  at  least  your  earnest  desire  alter  th^ 
attainmeat,  of  Faith :  a  conviction  and  a  deahre,  wUeby 
wlen  rerfly  fidt,  are  for  from  countenancing  a  aapposition 
that  Faith  itself  is  wanting.  The  inference,  which  tfaoy 
rather  tend  to  justify,  in  one  of  a  totally  opposite  comples- 
ion.  Toar  very  fear  itself  almost  warrants  an  exhortation 
to  dismiss  your  fbar. 

But  let  us  investigate  the  causes  of  you  fear.  Let  the 
Reasons  which  induce  you  to  form  such  an  unbivoraMe  opin- 
ion of  your  state  be  specified  and  ^amined.  Aa  axamlaa- 
Hon  may  expose  their  futility,  and  may  shew  that  your 
conclusions  are  erroneous  and  unfounded. 

J.  You  complain,  perhaps,  that  ^you  have  no  comfoHa^ 
ble  experience  of  your  acceptance  in  the  Beioted  ;  that  yoa 
feel  not  that  foH  and  firm  persuasion  of  your  interest  in 
Christ,  with  which  True  Faith  woald  be  attended.'  This 
iVi  no  uncommon  subject  of  com(daint  wKh  those,  4iho  bewail 
tlietr  unbelief.     But  where,  I  woidd  ask,  Iwve  you  beeti 

•  Pha.  til  13,  14    P^er,  L  5,  6,  7,  9. 
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tugM  tte  fieoatfjiy  of  n  eoaiferteUe  eiperieBce  of  jrwr  jw« 
ceptioet  iii  ttie  Bdoved  ?  Whence  imve  yoa  derived  tb« 
knowledge,  that  True  Faith  would  c^rtaiiily  be  attended 
with  a  ML  and  Ara  perauasion  of  yoor  inlereet  in  Christ  ? 
TkaSoriptarca  neither  nMintain  nor  encourage  any  each  po- 
aitlQin.  Thejr  apeak  indeed  of '<  a  good  hope  through  grace/' 
#f  ^  a  strong  oonaolation/'  of  **  iht  assurance  of  Faith  f^ 
hut  thef  apeak  not  of  these  things  as  being  so  essentially 
tad^rwoven  with  the  nature  of  Faiths  as  that  Faith  cannel 
eoEist  without  thedi«  My  hretlu^n,  you  are  confiHinding 
li^gether  two  tbiugSf  which  have  no  indiapenoablet  no 
pacessary  connection  with  each  other.  That  ^<love  of 
Gad  shed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Spirit^  whfeh  He  has 
given  us  f*  that  ^*  witnessing  of  the  Spirit  with  our  spirit^ 
tlMUk  we  are  the  children  of  Ood  f*  that  ''  rejoicing  with 
joy  uaspeakaUe  and  full  of  glory  f*  are  privik^^esy  which 
frequent^  accampany  Faith  :  privilegesi  the  attainmettt  of 
-which  is  higUy  conducive  to  our  peace»  to  our  usefulness,  to 
n«r  perseverance  and  activity  in  well-doing  x  privileges^ 
tfaerdbre,  which  we  cannot  too  highly  value,  or  too  anxious* 
ly  seek.  But  is  Faith  not  Faith,  unless  acconpanied  with 
these  privileges  ?  Does  even  the  total  absence  of  them  prove# 
that  Faith  is  absent  also  I  Harbor  not  such  unscriptural 
aentiawnts.  The  true  believer  often  ^*  walketh  in  darkness 
and  seeth  no  light"  Clouds  frequently  obscure  his  pros* 
poets,  and  prevent  him  from  beholding  his  interest  ia.fedeem- 
iag  love.  But  this  circumstan^  makes  no  real  aUeiation  in 
his  state.  He  is  not  the  less  a  true  believm*,  because  be  is  des- 
talato  of  a  lively  experieoce,  that  he  is  so.  The  stability  or 
the  unsoundness  of  his  pretensions  to  that  character  are  not 
to  be  ascertained  by  his  frames  and  feelings,  by  the  esalta^ 
tion  or  depression  of  his  spirits.  The  reality  of  his  Faith 
fiealaon  very  diflSorent  grounds,  and  is  to  be  tried  by  proofe 
of  a  very  diftrent  kind.  So  fiur  then  as  this  objection  is 
concerned,  lay  aside  your  apprehensions.  Exclude  not 
yourselves  from  the  promises  of  the  Qospel  for  a  re^pon^ 
fer  whkh  the  wopd  of  Ood  excludes  you  not 

2.  Ton  aUedge,  it  may  be,  as  a  decisive  evidence  of  your 
want  of  Faith,  the  imperfect  and  fluctuating  nature  of  that 
trust,  whkh  you  exercise  in  the  Saviour.  ^  Did  we  really 
Mieve  in  Christ,  our  reliance  on  him  would  tto  complete 
and  permanent     We  should  fully  embrace  his  oflTeced  mer* 
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cf :  we  should  MiiiMn m iiiiib«ke«» miiiitii>MH|ilijfl tm- 
Mence  in  his  pronttes.     But  fiir  •therwite  is  ths  earn  with 
WW     TboQgh  we  cannot  ^MeKe? e  hn  ffam^  we  yift  grMiL 
)y  dbtroflt  bis  wfllingiifss  U  save  ns.     And  if  at  tiMa  a 
ray  of  Kght  docs  break  in  npon  our  paths  $  If  oocasioiiallf 
We  tb  concetre  some  dearer  and  mare  distffRt  idea  af  nw 
dependence  on  this  rock :  yet  the  iaqpressiqn  is  speeMfjr 
eihccd.    The  «rst  rceolkction  af  oar  sins  destr^s  tbt  Uhi^ 
^n,  andemines  oar  aiiy  fhbriCf  and  phN^ies  vs  again  iwla 
sH  the  horrors  of  oncertainty  and  deoht.^  My  brethiwattMi 
sabjcct  af  eemplnint  originates^  like  the  Ihviaer,  M  wriMi|ei& 
¥oQ  Of  erioek  that  obvious  stripCaral  distfmstion  rruputttag 
t1»e  degrees  of  Faith*    Fhlth  la  not  stways  sftMy  or  graa<^ 
nor  does  its  existence  depend  Merely  on  these  ^atfifss;  Wt 
read  otweak  and  of  litiU  Faith;  and  thoa|^  tkelaqjast 
measare  of  this  grace  sboaM  be  the  olrject  of  ear  eam^ 
desire  and  parsuit  |  yet  let  as   reneafber  tiuit  th^  aasaileil 
portion  of  it  in  itself  is  mving,  and  iatniteiy'^idaahle,    it 
wts  tndee«;  great  Faith,  which  eaHed  Gorth  ear  Lspdra  cmn 
mendatlon.     But  ti»e  eAcacy  of  this  heaaealy  -petodple^ 
though  in  its  fetUist  exercise,  is  signdly  attested  My  liim. 
^  If  ye  have  Faith  as  a  grain  of  nwistard  oeed»  ye  shdl  saf 
nnte  this  moantain,  remove  hmice  to  yoadev  plaoe;  and  it 
shralt  remove :  and  nothing  shall  be  impoesihle  wala  jma/^ 
Bespise  not  then  ^<  the  dny  of  eaall  things,**  srms  «ad  4tm 
piseth  it  not.     Deem  not,  beeaase  yoa  are  m^  possessed  af 
grent  Faith,  that  yoa  have  no  Faitti  at  alL     Faith,  thofBh 
it  be  Nttk,  stHI  is  Fidth  ;  and,  as  sooh,  still  iaterssts  ya* 
la  an  the  gifts  and  privileges  of  the  Oospeii— Tou  iAjett 
against  yourselves   the   dffNftbee  natare  of  year   depend^ 
enoe  on  Christ*     While  yoa  belie ve  that  be  Is  Me,  ym  caa« 
not  believe  that  he  is  iBuUling  to  save  yoa*  Aiaert  to  tbein^ 
stance  of  the  leper,  who,  under  a  similar  state  tf  tnind,  p««i 
ferred  his  petition  to  Christ, « I^rd,  tf  then  wikr  thaa  caaM 
make  me  clenn."t     ^hst  reception   did  he  encounter  1  ile 
was  not  rejected  as  an  anbeliever.     He  waa  not  opbfahM 
(br  his  want  of  Faith.     Jesus  in  the   very   application^ 
himself  saw  the  latent  principle,  which  operated  within ,-  and, 
overlooking  its  imperfect  exercise,  with  adurirable  eonde* 
sceasion  shewed,  that  his  wiUingaess  to  save  was  Mt  inferi^ 
or  to  his  power.  •*  I  wiH  :  be  thou  dean^^-^Y^reomplain  ol* 

*  Matthev,  xviL  20.        t  Matthew,  viiL  2,  3, 
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the  Jimiuwfiwg  mitxm  of  yo«ir  depeiiANice  oa  tlie  Redoeoier. 
But  is  i^  rtalljr  so  flMliuituiir,  as  you  apprehoud  it  to  bo  I 
'Yim  May  not  iuyre  at  aU  ttiaeft  tm  oquaiij  lively  sense  o( 
jfmt  4epeafboee  on  Cbrisl.  Bat  oimi  in  yoor  darkest  mo- 
mmtxtB  kmre  y»a  any  other  dependeace  i  M  stich  oeasotis  do 
yM  tvost  to  ywtr  r^Otttonoe  for  the  atoaeoient  ot  yow 
MIS  I  Do  yoa  rsly  on  your  own  righteoasiiess  for  acce|it- 
WtCfl  wUh  €k)d  2  Do  you  confide  on  the  s^rengtlif  or  thesin- 
#MMjr^of  yonrown  resoto^ons?  Do  yon  feel  that  Christ  is 
WHseoessary  for  your  salYati^o  2  No.  These  seotiments  yoi^ 
M^jeot  wUk  abbomnce.  Yonr  oeaviction  renaiiis  anshakeny 
that  Christ  oiriy  can  accooiidish  your  salvation.  Ton  am 
1>  thai  if  you  am  saved  at  alU  It  mnsl  be  throngh  bis 
its^  bis  gmcoy  bis  intmreession.  Bnt  wbilo  snob  is  yonn 
nsnvidlon,  while  socfa  is  yonr  assurance^  can  you  reasonably 
Inniettty  that  your  dependence  ^ucteoto  ?  Dismiss  this  cause 
rflnawntatbm.  Tonr  fonodatioot  though  less  plaMy  dis- 
oamed»  is  still  the  sane,  lesnr  Christ  is  still  tiie  reck  on 
wbieh  your  bnildii^^  however  itttperceptfUy,  sUuds :  and 
vdads  nnd  waives  shall  assault  the  edifice  in  vain. 

8.  Ton  complain  of  the  inadequate  and  unworthy  sentU 
wmdBf  whieb,  you  ei^srtaln  of  Christ  <'  If  we  bad  Fnith 
in  Christy  oor  sense  of  bis  worth  and  excellence  would  ope* 
nnto  powerfiilly  on  our  ninds.  Onr  love  towards  him  would 
be  strong  ted  ardent  Praise  and  adoration  would  be  the 
oonstant  langnnge  «f  onr  heart  How  clearly  dose  the  cold 
nnd  lifeless  state  of  onr  afiections  eviace  our  nnbdief  T' 
Doubtkasy  my  bmtbreny  Faith  worketk  by  love.  Doubtldan 
it  is  the  rhanttteristic  of  true  belisvers»  that  they  love  an 
inwesn  Savlonn.  But  are  yonr  views  of  the  proi^  and  the 
espressiott  of  that  love  connect  and  scriptural  2  The  love  of 
Christ  wu^  ontarionidly  eacoite  the  most  Urdj  and  raptur* 
ons  emotbns.  But  soeh  emotioiis  form  not  the  criterioot 
hf  which  the  existence  and  sincerity  of  oor  love  is  ui  be 
teied.  Ii»ve  may  exirt  wbem  the  heart  is  a  stranger  to 
lively  nnd  rapturous  sensations  :  while  these  am  sometimes 
fmnd  wliem  love  is  wanting.  Search  tbeti  for  less  equivo- 
cal evidenoss  of  your  state.  Conchide  out  that  you  am  dea- 
litnto  of  love  to  Christ,  because  you  find  luft  your  bosom 
dewing  with  feelings  of  gmtitu4s  and  joy,  |s  it  not  your 
forvent  destre  to  love  him  with  all  your  bear^  and  souls  and 
strength  ?  Do  you  not  pmfor  his  serv^c^  bis  caus^  his  pecK 
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jOe!  WimM  Tim  Mt  start  with  homr^itefrapMillw  of 
wUfsUy  dc9c«tii«lumfbrMi7  0llMraMtir7  HmU  be  aajr 
toyou^asbe  sakl  to  bis  afMtka,  ^  Will  jre  abwgogMjr  2^« 
voiild  not  yoa  witb  then  imtantfy  refdyy  <<  Lopd*  t»  whaat 
jibali  weg#!  Tbo«  hast tbe words  of  etomal  »» )^  fatinift 
uy  ol(iect»  wlMch  in  your  serioas  jmlgmi  nt  can  be  piiiasd  lot 
coflipetitioii  with  bis  favor  i  Is  tlierc  aaj  timy^  which  fisw 
would  not  cboerfiiUy  reaoaiice»  that  yoo  any  win  €Mgt 
and  be  found  in  hin*  ?  Is  it  not  your  earnest,  yanr  i 
prayer,  ^  Lord,  lift  tboo  up  the  light  of  thy 
upon  me  2"  If  your  heart  accord  ^ith  these 
not  discouraged.  Notwithstanding  your  gkmny  iqiprchsn* 
sisus  to  the  contrary,  Christ  is  preckuM  to  yos.  fl^  moem^ 
pins  the  first  place  in  your  eslecsN  in  your  affeciwns.  In 
this  tv^ect  your  fears  are  groundlos,  yonr  canctasions 
fidse. 

4.  One  other  plea  ranains  to  be  discussed.  Ton  contend 
that  yoo  are  still  in  a  state  of  unbdief,  because  yon  fioel  the^ 
power  of  sin  to  be  strong  within  yon.  Faidi,  you  avov 
would  purify  the  heart,  would  deliver  yon  frsui  the  bondage 
of  corruption,  would  renew  you  to  the  divine  image  in  rigUp 
eousness  and  true  holiness.  Bat  does  not  this  compMnt 
also  arise  from  Ignofance  and  error  i  Faith  is  indeed  the 
seed  of  hdiness  :  the  seed,  which,  when  once  sown  ia  the 
heart,  will  necessarily  produce  its  correepoMdent  fruitsw 
But  aU  contrary  aad  opposing  principles  are  not  at  onoe 
eradicated  or  su|^ortsd.  In  the  renewed  heart  sin  in  pee* 
scribed,  dethroned,  weakened ;  but  not  at  present  fimdly  de- 
stroyed. The  work  of  sanctificatSon,  like  thait  of  vtgfimikmf 
is  progressive.  First  appears  **  the  Uade,  then  the  ear^  af» 
tor  that  the  full  corn  in  the  ear.''  Gnu^e  nuiy  be  with  yon 
in  the  blade.  But  the  appearance  of  the  blade  as  inoentea* 
tably  pro%'es  the  previous  insertion  of  the  seed,  as  evon  the 
full  cprn  1^  the  ear.  If  nuich  remains  to  be  accomplisbai 
before  yoo  oai^  arrive  at  the  BMaaure  of  the  stature  of  ths 
fulness  of  Christ,  there  msy  yet  be  evidences  ^idScmt  to 
evince,  that  tbe  life  of  Faith  is  began  within  you.  Are  fxm 
allowedly  guilty  of  any  known  violation  of  tbe  law  of  God  ^ 
Is  not  sin  your  shame,  your  burden,  your  grief?  De  you 
mt  incessantly  struggle  against  its  oarrupt  and  seoret  work* 
legs  HI  yonr  heart?  While  yonrpracticey  yonrcoaverstttio^ 


•  John,  vL  67,  68. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BBS 

yvmri&mf&n,  «re  decidedly  iinended,  do  yw  net  feel  mot^ 
retl  concern  fkrom  the  renakiiiig  oppesKioB  of  etn,  than  70a 
once  ftlt  from  even  your  open,  yonr  allowed,  and  gross  of- 
Jhaoee  ?  Does  not  this  sense  of  your  depravity  and  weakness 
drive  yon  nnfelgnedly  to  cril  open  Christ  for  help ;  thai  be 
veiild  deliver  you  fiNNB  the  body  of  this  deadi  $  would  sub- 
doe  your  corruptions,  and  would  sanctify  you  whdly  in  body, 
and  soul,  and  spirit  ?  My  brethren,  if  you  thus  hunger  and 
thirst  after  righteousness,  Christ  has  pronounced  you  Ue$sed. 
GiMm  not  then  yourselves  with  unbelievers.  If  you  were 
destitute  of  Faith,  you  would  be  destitute  of  qiirttaal  feeling. 
Tea  woidd  not  be  sensible  of  the  burden  of  sin,  and  conse- 
quently would  not  desire  deliverance  from  it.  That  very 
conflict  between  the  flesh  and  the  spirit,  which  you  assign 
as  the  proof  of  your  unbdief,  justly  constitutes  to  others  a 
decisive  evidence  of  your  Faith  and  interest  in  Christ. 

Such  are  some  of  the  probable  causes  of  that  despondent 
-cy,  which  you  profisss  to  entertain  in  respect  to  your  spiritual 
state.  May  the  discussion  of  this  subject  be  instrumental 
in  removing  them !  But  whether  such  be  the  eflfect  produc- 
ed, or  not ;  whether  your  fears  be  needless,  or  well  founded : 
whether  they  be  speedily  dispelled,  or  continue  undiminish- 
ed ;  still,  in  conclusion,  let  me  earnestly  remind  you,  that 
the  Lord  only,  from  whom  alone  every  good  and  perfect 
gift  doth  come,  can  fill  you  with  real  peace  and  joy  in  be- 
Keving.  If  at  present  you  are  destitute  of  Faith,  He  only 
can  create  it  in  you.  If  your  Faith  be  weak  and  little.  He 
only  can  strengthen  and  increase  it.  If  clouds  and  dark- 
ness intercept  your  views,  or  cast  a  gloom  over  your  pros- 
pects, He  only  can  dissipate  the  mists,  and  cheer  and  illo- 
minate  your  paths.  Look  then  to  the  Lord  for  help.  Be 
dHigent  in  using  the  means,  which  He  has  appointed  for  the 
Gommunication  of  spiritual  blessings.  Read  the  word.  Medi- 
tate upon  it.  Be  instant  in  prayer.  Then  shall  ye  know, 
if  ye  thus  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord.  Should  the  object 
of  your  desires  be  for  a  time  withholden,  yet  wait  for  it. 
^  It  will  surely  come,  it  will  not  tarry.''  Be  not  dncour- 
aged.  Be  not  impatient.  If  the  Lord  keep  you  for  a  sea- 
son in  a  state  of  suspense  and  anxfety ;  be  assured,  that  he 
has  wise,  that  he  has  merciful  ends  in  this  dispensation.  He 
would  stimulate  your  exertions.  He  would  quicken  yotfr 
prayers.     He  would  exercise  your  patience.     He  would 
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twdiyomwhnniirtop.tolihiifai  HewMMbr^ahHtaei. 
aoo  delay  the  graal :  tMp  wbw  it  eomtth  U  »iq  be  mbre 
aiOteptaUe.  HewMMabaaeyoutti«l^wer,ith«t  Iwitaterj^ 
nu7  be  suited  tkc  hq^er.  He  W0«4a  imf$tt  to  yon  t  Mt^ 
cK^erineolrf  kMwMge  of  U»  wayq,  tbit  hetMfter  joa  mkf 
bo  bettor  able  to  impaH  U  to  ottmnu  Let  tbeae  itAeotioiiA 
smtetn  ud  niiMte  yvu  Tbe  Lefd«  wbai  Am  tine  sbiU 
arrive^  wMl  wipe  awaj every  teer«  He  <<  viUeorteod  te  ycm 
peace  as  a  ktver/'  He  will  aaj  to  tbe  troaUed  wavest 
^<  Be  still ;''  and  tberd  wiU  be  a  great  ealm.  ^  Tby  San. 
shall  no  more  go  down ;  neither  shall  tby  moon  withdraw  it- 
sdf ;  for  the  Lord  shall  be  tbine  everlai^iiig  light ;  and  tbe 
deyaof  thy  mourning  shall  be  ended*'' 


KK9  OF   TUH    «ftC<MID    VOI.1JMB. 
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